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BY THE LORDS COMMITTEES appointed a Selkct 
• Committee to enquire into the Means of extending 
and securing the Fokeion Trade of the Coentrv, 
aiifl to report tt> thtr House; and to wliom were 
referred tlu* Minutes of tlie Evidence taken before 
The Select (.'orrunittee appointed in the last Session 
of Parliament f«>r the like Purpose; and also the 
several Petitions, Papers, and Aceounls whic'h had 
l)et‘ii referred to that Coinmittet; : and also the several 
Petitions ])resent<‘d in the present Session ol Parliament 
0)1 the Sul)je(;t of Foreign Trade; — 


OUDEKED TO KEfOUT. 

• • 

^ I 1 AT. the Coniniittee hav e met, anti have jiroc'eedetl in the Pnquiry, 
.X wliicti tiad been eimaeil upon tlic s.uui Committee apjiomted in the 
last Session of Parliament, into tlie State of British Commerce with Asia, 
inehiding as well that«which is carried on with the Territorial Possessions of 
the Honourahlu Past Iiulia Company, as that with the Independent States in 
tile Sami' Part of the Cilohe. 

In the ('oiukict of this Knipiiry, the Committee have not thought it 
necessarv t*o direc»their Attention to the Commercial Concerns of the Hast 
India (amipaiiy, as administered by tlie Court of Directors with a view to 
the Interests both political aiul rinancial ol' that Corporate Boilv, f'urtlier 
tlian was necessary to elucidate the present State awd future Prospects of 
Prei' d'lade, as atfected by existing Regulations.^ 

fliis * Sul)jcci tluMcforo naturAlly ilivitlcs itself according to tiu* v arious 
Kestri(‘fi<^ns to Avliieh ilitfereiit Rescript ieiLs of’ Coinnieret' in tliese Ke^ions 
are now bv Law: that to the Territorial Pi^ssessit>ns t)l the 

|>any l)eiup!; earrital on by l^ieence o?ily from ^ the Company ; tliat to other 
Parts of Southern Asia (China except eil), and tv) the Islands ot tlu* Indian 
()c*ean, by Licence IVom the JJoard ofControul ; that to China bein^ entirely 
prohibited to all liritish Vessels but those in the actual Einph>ynu nt of the 
Last India Com})any ; ait^l the whoK‘ 'J'rade confined to Ships c)i a certain 
fixed Amount i>f 'ronnai^c. * 
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The Trade whicli. is carried on by Licence witlt, the Territories of the 
East India Cdmpany is confined to the Presidencies ^of Bombay; Madras, 
and Calcutta, and- the Port of Penang. Some Inconveniences and Injury 
to Individuals are stated to have arisen where Circumstances have made it 
desirable to change the Destination of Vessels from one of these Ports ta 
another, after their Arrival in the East, in consequence of the Delay 
attendant upon obtaining a Permission to do so from the Local Government. 
This indeed may be obviated by obtaining Licences including the above- 
named Ports generally, which have been sometimes applied for, and do not 
appear to have been refused. But the System of requiring Licences does 
not aj)pear to be attended with any Public Benefit ; and a Fee is charged for 
each of them. . , 

A more material Advantage might probably accrue to the Free 'Prader 
from being permitted to trade with other smaller Ports on the Coasts of 
Coromandel and Malabar, where the Company have already Collectors of 
the Customs established, who might eflectiially counteract an illicit 'Pitide ; 
whereby a wider Field of Adventure may be opened, and an additional 
Stimulus to Commercial Intercourse aflbrded to the Native Inhabitants. 
It would howev’er be necessary in this Case to ])rovide by Regulations, 
w'hich it could not be difficult to establish, against any Abuse of thi> Kx- 
tension of Privilege by British V'essels carrying on the Coasting 'I'rade, in 
which there is every Reason to believe they might successfully coni]>eU.* 
with the Native Ships, wdiich have hitherto been consiilcred as enjoying a 
Monopoly of that Trade, of which the F.ast Itidia (\)m})any couUl not 
reasonably be expected to deprive their Subjects as long as tiub'are pre- 
cluded from caiiying on tho dif<*ct Trade to -limop*.- in lodh Vh-ssels. 

It must be observed, however, that the Coasting Trade is now o]»en to Vessels 
of other Nations, those of the United States nAt being excluded Irom it, 
and Instances having been stated to the Committee in which the Portugueze 
Flag has been allowed to ])ass from one Port to another carrying on 'Prade, 
from which British Euro])ean Ships are excluded. 

The Committee cannot dismiss this Branch of th« Subject without 
observing, that although it is difficult, from the great Fluctuuti<^n which 
the Free Trade to the Peninsula of India has experienced since it has 
been ailmitted upon the Terms of the renewed CMtarter granted to the 
Fast India Company in 181 S, to estimate fairly the prtxise Amount of 
its Increase, it must be admitted tlij^t its Progress has been such as 
to indicate that neither a Power to pulqhase nor a Disposition* to use 
Commodities of Kurojiean Alanufacture arc wanting in the Nittives of 
British India, w'hilst* the minute Knowledge of the Wants and Wishes 
of the Inhahitants, acquirocf by a ifirect Intercourse with this C’ountry, 
would naturally lead to a still further Augmentation of our Exports. 
The great increased Consumption cannot be sufliciently accounted for by the 
Demand of European Re-vdents, the Number of whom does not materially 
vary j and it appears to have been much the greatest in Articles calculated 

for 
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Ibi’ the general Use of tlie.Natives. That of the Cotton Manufactures of 
this Country alone is stated, since the first opening of the Trade, to have 
been augjnented from Four to Five Fold- And the Taste of the Natives 
for such Articles may not improbably have been created in some Instances, 
and ex-tended in others by that very Glut in the Market, which has tloubt- 
less by its Excess and con^equdht lowering of Prices, frequently defeated 
the .Speculations of Private Merchants. The Value of the Merchandize 
exported from G I'cat Britain to India, which amounted in the Year 1815 to 
870,177, had in the Year 1819 increased to 3,052,741 ; and although 
tlie Market apjiears then to have .been so far overstocked as to occasion a 
Diminution of nearly One Half in the Exports of the following Year 0^20), 
that Dimiiiution appears to have taken place more in the Articles intended 
Ibr the Consumption of Eurojieans than of Natives; and the Trade is now 
stated to the Committee by the best inll)rmed Persons to be reviving. When 
the t'\mount of' Population and the Extent of Country, over which the Con- 
sumption of thest; Articles is spread, are considered, it is obvious that every 
.FjiciLity which can, consistently with the Political Interests and Security of 
the ('omj)any’s Dt)minions, be given to the Private Trader for the Distri- 
^)ntion*ol’ his Exports by increasing the Number of Points, at which he 
may have the Option ni' t<tnc))ing in pursuit of a Market, cannot fail to 
promote a ni<*re ready and extensiye Demand. 

If the Restriction of Trade to Vessels of the Burthen of 350 Tons and 

• 

\i})wards, in all Seas and Countries within the Limits of the East India Com- 
•pany's Charter, has any^ Temlency to check the Oj)erations of the Private 
Prader in* a direct ( 'omnierce with the Dominions of tlie East India C'oin- 
pan\', if drui tail (t> «^|>ei;ite still inoJ'C as -••n lonKuliioont lo his 

Exertions in seeking new Channels of Commerce, or extending those wliich 
already exist with otlier (u)itntries and Islands in the same Part of the Globe. 
Her*.' a Fiehl in a great Mi'asure new would he opened- by*the free Ad- 
mission to tratre ot A essels of a smaller Burthen. It is stated to the Com- 
mittee hy Persons who have been most interest etl in forming a correct 
Opinion upon the .Subject, that in a Trade with the Native Powers in the 
Guljih of l\‘rsia, along the Red .Sea, and on the Eastern Coast of Africa, as 
well as with the rslands and (Countries to the Eastwaial of the Company's 
Dominions in Asia, small Vessels would be employed in Preference to 
large, Irom the Nature of the Navigation, the great A'alue and small Bulk 
of some of the Articles, as well as the Description of Markets where such 
'J'rade would be carrieil on. Some Ajiprehension indeed has been stated to 
•exist, tkat X’essels ol’ that Description might be exjiosed to tfeqnent Depre- 
dations^from Pirates who infest«those .Seas; hut it does not ajipear that there 
is anv Ditlerence in the Rate of Insiiran<*e required from largo aiid small 
Ships: if there is a Risk however, ^he Private Merchant might safely be 
left to consider, how far it applies to his particular C ase ; while the American 
Tratle in those .Seas, which is carried on as wed in Vessels below as above 
the Burthen of 350 Tons, is not stated at any^ Time to have suflered 
materially from such Dattgers. It may he rennarked, that although the 
(to.) R Native 
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Native Govermtients of India have been generally supposed to be unfavour- 
able upon System to Foreign Commerce, no recent Instance pf such Dispo- 
sition has been adduced ; the P’rench, on the contrary, are stated to have 
been remarkably successful in some recent Attempts to open a Commercial 
Intercourse with Cochin China j and the recent Knowledge which has been 
acquired of the Manners and Habits of the Inhabitants in some of the Islands 
of the Malay Race, leads to a much more favourable Opinion of their 
Gliaracter and Aptitude for Civil and Commercial Intercourse than was |>re- 
viously entertained. 

The Maintenance of a Free Port eligibly situated amongst the Indian 
Islands under British Protection, which the Magnitude of our Establi^- 
ments in that Quarter of the Globe may enable us to support at much 
less Expence than any other Nation, may be attended with the greatest 
Benefit to C'ommercc and Civilization. The Importance of such a Station, 
and the quick Perception of its Advantages formed by the Native Traders 
in that Part of the Globe may be estimated by the rapid Rise - of the 
Port of Sincapore during the Year that it has been in the Possession of the 
British Government, and opened for the Purposes of general Trade. The 
Population, which had before scarcely amounted to 2t)0 Souls, in Three 
Months increased to not less than d,(K)0, and now exceeds l<),(K)t) in the 
whole ; while 173 Sail of Vessels of tlifierent Descriptions arrived and sailed 
in the course of the first Tw'o Months. 


The Commerce with China is carried on by the East India Company, in 
whom the sole and exclusive Right of trading w ith the Ports of that Empire, 
as well as the sole and excliisiv'c Right of trading and traffirlrinfr it) 'Tea to 
and from all the Islands and Ports between the Cape of Good Hope and 
Straits of Magellan, is now vested by Law. Tlie Value and Extent of this 
Trade has naturally attracted the Attention of the Private ISIerchant ; and 
although it could not be contemplated that the East India (:^>inj>any would 
willingly relinquish so important a Privilege, an earnest Desire has been 
expressed, that the British Free Trailer might be permitted, even previous to 
the Expiration of the Charter, to embark in those Branches of the Trade, 
which the Com])any neither carries on itself nor ap])ears to be immediately 
interested in, and in which the only Competition to be encountered by the 
British Merchant would be that of the Foreign Trader. 

Of this Description may. be considered the Trade in Tea and other 
Articles between Canton and P'orcign Europe j the Tea Trade within tlie 
Limits of the Company’s Charter, exclusive of the Ports of the Chinese 
Pimjhre ; and the Trade between Canton and the Western Shores of North and 
South America. 

The Hopes entertained by Merchants and others, who have the best 
Means of Information, of Benefit to Commerce from such an Extension of 
its Freedom, as well as the Apprehensions, felt by Persons of great Experience 
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in the Direction of the Affairs and in the Service of the East India Company, 
of the’ llisk*witli» which such an Extension may be attended to their Political 
and Commercial Interests, will be found fully stated in the Evidence and 
Documents contained in’ the Appendix. 

• • • 

On the one Hand it is confidently stated, that the low Rate of British 
Freight, and,other Advantages possessed by the British Merchantmen, would 
enable the British Free Trader to enter into an immediate and successful 
Com]>etition with those of other Countries, and more particularly of the 
United Stales, by whom these Braflehes of Commerce have been carried on 
for some Years j)ast with every Appearance of progressive Increase and Pros- 
perity ;*thRt* thy s a Portion of Europe might be supplied with Tea by the 
British Tnfder ; that the Export of Furs from America, which now takes 
place, even from the British Territories in American Vessels, ■would be car- 
ried on by British Shipping ; and that, at all Events, that Portion of the 
Eastern Trade, which is carried on by the Export of British Manufactures 
ib Anierican Vessels, would fall into the Hands of the British Merchant, 
with grejater Opportunities of extenditjg it, afforded by a more direct Inter- 
course ; and, on the other Hand, it is stated to afford reasonable Ground for 
Alarm, that the Seamen, who •would be admitted under such Circumstances 
to the Port of Canton, might probably be of a Character so different from 
that of tjie .Seamen employed on board the Vessels of the United States, and 
be subject tcj a Discipline so inferior to that which prevails on board of the. 
larger Description of ^'esseIs employed in the Service of the East India 
Company, tliat Disputes might take ])lace and Excesses be occasioned which 
might })rodpce fatal Conseciuences, by awakening the sTealousy or exciting 
the Anger of the C lifnese ljo\ eriiment. 


It is also apprehended that the Admission of new Competitors into the 
Market might load to some Deterioration in Quality, or Enhancement in the 
Prices of 'I’eas, which are iniw regulateil by Arrangements made previously 
to their coming into the Market between the Servants of the Company 
and the Hong Merchants, who enjoy a Monopoly of the Sale of that 
Article. 

To w hat Extent such Hopes or such Apprehensions might be realized in 
the Progress of a 'frade which has never y^et been permitted to exist, it is 
diflicidt jierhaps to form an accurate Jutlgment. Thb most natural, anti 
indeed tlie only Means ol‘ forming joiie, must be deriv'ed from the Circum- 
stances and Prt)gress of the foreign Independent Trade, and more espe- 
cially that ol’ the Vessels of the United States with the Port of Canton. 
That Trade, although carried on in Vessels of nearly the same Description 
that would probably be emjtloyed by* the British *Merchants, has continued 
to flourish without being productiv-e of injurious Consequences, either to 
Trade in general, or that of the East India Company in particular. It is 
stated that it would not have done so, had it not \jceu for the Protection and 
other Advantages derived* from the Establishment of the Company’s Factory 

at 
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at Canton j but no satisfactory Reason has been assigned, why the British Free 
Trader should not derive the same Benefit from its Countenance and Pro- 
tection, to which he certainly would not be less entitled. It must also be 
observed, that the Circumstance w'hich has principally been relied upon as 
constituting the Difference between the Character of the American and 
British Seamen^ namely, the former having a Share in the Profits of the 
Voyage, applies only to that Portion (not a large one) of their Trade with 
Canton which is employed in the Export of Furs from North America, and 
might be expected to apply in the same Degree, as far as resj)ects that 
Portion of Trade, to British "Vessels, if.jiermittcd to engage in it. It is 
admitted also, that all Danger arising from Disputes is greatly diminished, 
if not entirely removed, by the Abolition of the Custom which permitted 
Seamen to go, at particular Periods, in large Bodies, and under no Controul, 
to enjoy Liberty Days on shore at Canton. 

In the Course of the last few Years, the Imports of the United States into 
China (comparing an Average of the Years 18()t-‘, l.so.O-tl, l.St)()-7,- witli an 
Average of 18l6-17» 1817-18, 1818-19, being the last IVars of’ which the 
Committee have recewed an Account) appear iicarlv to have iloubleti. It i.. 
alleged that the principal I’art of these Imports consists of Aletals and oihoi 
Articles which the Merchants in tlie United States have a greater I'ac ility in 
procuring than those of otlnn- C'ountries; there can he no Doubt h\)wi‘\fr that 
Articles of British Manutacture areilirectlv export ('d to ( 'hina from t Ids v.'ounl ry 
by Americans; and it appears from an Account procure<l at the Custom 
House, that the tleclared Value of those Articles e\j)()rtc‘(l to Countries 
withiH the Limits of the East India Company’s Charter, in fon ign V essels, 
and presumed to be chiefly to Canton, was in ll»e last Year to tin'* Ami. uni of 
^£*178,358 ; and it afl'ujils nwiuv, Inclicatioii of an iiUM'easing 'Paste' for nritisli 
Manufacti*‘es in China, that an Opinion })re\ails that they are now intro- 
duced into the Northern Parts of that Empire, snbjeif to all the Delay and 
Inconvenience of Transport by Land thrtmgh Russia, and the ('ara\an 
Trade, of which Kaiacta and its immediult' Neighhourhood is the itreat 
Depot, and which appears recently to Inive exj>ericnccd a considerable 
Increase. 

What Portion of the Teas and other Articles exported from C'hina 
in V^esscls of the United States is destined for America, and what for 
European Consumption, it is difficult precisely to determine. Although 
Doubts have been expressed, whether the Demand arising from the latter 
< onstitutes a ])ermantent or a considerable Portion of their 'IVade, it may 
lairly be assumed that a contrary Opinion prevails in America, as it is 
-tated, in the Report upon American Currency, laid before the IlousVt of Re- 
presentatives in 1819, “ that the annual Exports in American Vessels from 
“ the United States and all other Ports, to China and the East Indies, can 
“ hardly be estimated at more than 'I'welve Millions of Dollars, aiul it 
“ cannot be doubted that the Sales of East India Articles in Europe exceed 
“ that Amount. The Value of Merchandize from China and India consumed 
“ annually in the United States is probably eqdal to 5,000,000 Dollars ; 

“ and 
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** and if this be so, the Consumption of East India Articles by the United 
“ States is paid for by the mere Profit of the Trade.’* 

On the whole, the Committee are inclined to the Opinion, that Regula- 
tions miglu. be established .at C 4 nton, either by placing tlie Free Trade of 
Canton under the Sujienntendance of a Consul, or investing the principal 
Servants of ^the C'ompany with some Authority over the Seamen engaged in 
the Free Trade, by which any Apprehension ol’ Inconvenience might be 
'removed ; and without interfering with the Monopoly of the British Market 
enjoyed by tlu* East India Company, the British Merchant might be safely 
admitted to a i^articijiation in a I'ratle which has proved safe, lucrative, and 
capable oi* greivl linproi ement in the Hands of the Foreign Irader. 

Tii the event oj’ these Obstattles however being considered insurmount- 
able, tlu' Maintenance of the Establishment at Sincapore, to which Vessels 
frequently come down from Cliina in Five Days, or of any other Free Port as 
ath aiitageously situated, might, considering the Readiness of the Chinese to 
engage uictively by every Meatis, tlirect and indirect, in Trade, prove highly 
advantageous to the Interests of British Commerce, if permitted to engage in 
the Tea Trade within the I^imits of the East India Company’s Charter, 
exclusive of.the Ports of the Chinese Empire. 

• 

• 

The C'ommittee cannot conceal from themselves, that in the present State 
iifthe Law, no material Benefit or Facility to Free Trade in this Quarter of 
tJie (ilobe c^in be obtained, w'ithout infringing in a greater or less Degree upon 
the Privileges vested in the East India Company, until the 'i'ear I831<, when 
their ])7esent Charter expires, anil that their Consent may be required to any 
Measures which may be submitted for that Purpose to the Consideration of 
Parliament. At the samftTime, consideringthat no Propositions here suggested 
are intended directly or indirectly to allect the Monopoly enjoyed by the Coni- 
jiany ol'the Home Alarket, to which the greatest Importance is justly attached, 
but that tlu'ir Object is confined to procuring for the British Free Trader an 
Access to Markets entirely new, or the Means of fair Competition with the 
Foreign Merchant in those whiidi already exist, the Committee feel themselves 
justifieil in relying uj>on the Liberality of the Court of Directors, upon the 
Concern they have frequently evinced in the National Prosperity, and the 
Preference they may be expected to give to British over Foreign Commerce, • 
for a Disposition to meet, as far as may be consistqjit vith their own 
essential interests, the Wishes ol’ their I^cllow Subjects, if sanctioned by 
tlie Wisdom and Authority of Pafeliament. 

At all Events there arc some Views of this Subject, to which the Attention 
of Parliament may be immediately directed j and the whole cannot fail ft) 
deserve its Consideration previous to the Renewal of the East India Com- 
pany’s Charter. 

(' 
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The Committee have been informed, by the Members of His Majesty’s 
Government, who are Members of the Committee, tliat a Bill was prepared to 
be submitted to Parliament in the Course ot'the last Session, for extending 
the Private Trade between India and Foreign Europe; and that the Introduc- 
tion of such a Bill has only been postponed in consequence of the Enquiries 
depending in Pai'liament, connected with Asiatic Commerce. 

The Correspondence, which has taken place upon this Subject, between 
the Board of Trade and Board of C’ontroul, is ctmtained in the Apj)endix. 


MINUTES OF EVIDENCE 

[lUiLM'D K I'O niK T1LM>E WTI JI THE EAST INDIES AND CHINA,] 
Taken in Srssimii, 1820 and 182], 
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THE '.SELECT COMMITTEE 

or 

THE HOUSE OF LORDS, 
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I'.iKjuirc into the Mt'ans of extending and securing the Foreign Trade 
ol’ rhe C'ountry, and to report to the House. 
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Die Jovis, F Junii 1820. 


The MARQUESS of LANSDOWNE in the Chair. 


JAMES GOD^DARD Esq . is called in, and examined as follows : 

James Goddard, 
Esq, 


Where wch'e you principally employed during that Period ? 

I have been to all the Presidencies of the Indian Government, but principally 
to China, 

During the I’^riod that you were employid in China, did any considerable 
Alteration tal^e place in the 'Pradc at Canton, either as respecting the Company's 
Trade, or that ot (nher European Nations? 

I do not think any Alteration has taken place in the Company’s Trade, 
but considerable Fluctuations have taken place with regard to the American 
Trade. 

Dill the Tradt: of the United States, or of other European Powers, increase 
upon the whole duiiiuj, that Period ? 

The earliest Acccniiits that 1 have been able to gain on the American Trade 
have been as early as 1804 ; from that Time to 1812 it increased very consider- 
ably ; at the breaking out ot the War, for about Two Years, the Trade fell off 
almost entirely, it w^ai? confined to a small Proportion of Tonnage ; but on the 
Renewal of IVace it again commenced, and the Trade has increased rapidly to 
the present Time. 

What U the latest Period of which you have any Knowledge of the Trade at 
Canton ? 

I left Canton about I'wclve Months ago. 

To what Circumstances was the Increase which you have described owing, in 
your Opinion ? , 

1 consider it to arise from the free Nature of the American Trade, in the First 
Place, with the ample Means they had of being the Carriers of Europe; in the 
Second, no Restrictions being on the American Trade, they became not only the 

Carriers of f]\irope, but of all Parts of "the Worid. 

• 

you conceive the American Trade to be greater now than it was at the 
breaking om of the War? 

Yes, considerably greater. 

- What Size and Description were the Vessels chiefly employed in the American 
Trade during the J'ime that you had any Opportunity of observing them ? 

They were principally small Ships, some as large as 500 Tons, but the Gene- 
rality of them sinalU r ; 1 have seen Vessels in Canton as small I think as too Tons 
Buriiten. * 


Have you been In tlic Service of the East India Company? 
I have. 

For how many Years? 

For Six Years. 


Were 
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James Goddutdt 


Were you ever aware of any Inconvenience arising, either to the particular 
Owner pr to the Trade in general, from the small Tonnage of the Ships employed 
in that Trade ? 

No ; 1 conceive the Insurance is as easily effected on the small Vessels as upon 
the large, and at the same Kate. 

During the Period of your Residence at Canton, were there any Disputes or 
otlier Circumstances calculated to impede the American Trade, arising out of the 
Circumstance of its being a Free Trade ? 

I do not recollect any. 

Can you give the Committee any Information generally as to the peculiar 
Manner of the American 'l>ade, as compared with the Trade of the East India 
Company ? 

The Information I have been able to gain, has had the Effect of informing me, 
that the American 1 rade for the last Year or Two at Canton, has exceeded the 
Trade of the East India Company in Value. 

What do you mean by Value ? 

The Value of Goods exported. 

You mean tlie Magnitude of tlie Trade in general r 

Yes. 

Can you state whether the Exports and Imports at C'anton in American Vessels, 
Were in general of the same Description with those in the Vessels of the East 
India Company, or in what respect they differed ? 

The Proportion of Teas exported by the Americans is not so great as that 
exported by the Engli-.h Company, but there is a greater Portion of valuable 
Goods occupying smaller Tonnage- which is exported by them , in consequence, 
though the Value of tlie Exports is greater, the Tonnage is not so great as that 
employed by the East India Company. 

Will you specify those Articles? 

Nankeens, Raw Silk, manulbciured Silk, Cassia, China Root, Camphor, Tor- 
toise Sliell, Motljer-o^l\‘arl Shell, Rhubarb, coarse China Ware, and other 
Articles, more of which I cannot enumerate. ^ 

Can you state wlicther there is any DilTereiwe with respect to the Imports 
between tlie Vessels of the East India Company, and those in the American 
Trade ? 

The Balance is ratltcr^n favor of the Exports, but not very considerably ; the 
principal Article of Import has been Dollars, but there is a large Ouantity ol Skins 
andEurs of various Descriptions which arc extremely valuable j they also bring in 
large Quantities of the natural Produce of the Eastern Isles, which they gather 
in their Route from America to China, such as Bctel-nul, Pepper, Tin, Rattans, 
Birds nests, and Iron, C’opper, Cochineal, Wax, Sandalwood, &c. 

Will you inform the Committee what the Americans give in Exchange in the 
Eastern Isles for those various Commodities ? 

They have greater Facility in purchasing with Dollars, than with any thing else, 
the Produce of the Islc^ ; but manufactured Goods of all Descriptions are very 
readily bartered. 

Is there not greater Facility In conducn‘ng Commerce in those Eastern Isles, 
from the Americans sailing in smaller Vessels ? 

Ir is of much Importance to the Americans, or to any Persons trading, to be 
able to adapt the Size of their Vessels to the Means they have of carrying on 
their Trade ; the Americans must have great Advantages in being able to navigate 
llie Eastern Seas in any Vessel which they lind convenient. 

Do you know whether the Americans are not in the Practice of collecting 
their Dollars from South America, on their Voyage outward ? 

I have understood tlrey collect their Dollars from South America, but I have 
no particular Information on the Subject.. 
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Can you state what Proportion of the American Trade proceeds direct from the 
Shores of the Pacific, and what front Europe ? 

Very considerable Exportations of Specie take place from this Country for the 
Use of the Americans ; from Europe they take the Articles of Dutch Camblets, 

Smalts, Iron, Woollen Cloths, &c. 

What Proportion of the American Trade proceeds directly from the United 
States or from any other Part of the Continent of America to China, and what 
Part touches in the first Instance at any European Port ? 

I am not aware, that the Americans have any particular Exports from the 
United States excepting Dollars : they have been in the Ha^it of carrying on very 
extensive Trade in the Article of Furs from the North-west Coast of America to 
Canton ; this Trade has been almost entirely in their Hands, has been extremely 
lucrative, and to an Extent exceeding some Millions of Dollars within these last 
few Years. 

Are the Ports on tKe Nort h-west Part of America, and the Eastern Islands 
better adapted to the Entrance of small Vessels than large ones ? 

The Pori^ of North-west America I am not at all acquainted with ; it is a Ques- 
tion I cannot answer : the greater Part of the Eastern Seas have been navigated 
by large Vessels, but smaller Vessels of course have a greater Facility in Naviga- 
tion than larger ones. I would beg to add to the Answer preceding that which 
I have now stated, that the Produce of the Skins imported by the Americans 
int'j China has, been realized in Silks and Goods of various Descriptions, and in 
their Progress to the North-west Coast, they have carried on a considerable Trade 
with the West Coast of South America from Chili Northward. 

What Proportion of American-Vcsscls arriving at Canton have touched at 
Europe ? 

1 cannot imnfcdiately say, but I can speak more expressly with regard to those 
which liavc left Canton, and proceeded to Europe and the United States. 

Will. you state the Proportion ? 

'rhe Whole of the American Exportations of Tea from Canton in i8i8, . 
amount to about Tgn Million Pounds to difterent Parts ; about Seven Million of 
that Ouantity I suppos<- to have gone to the United States, and about Three 
Million direct to Europe ; I take the Proportion is about the Number of Ships 
that went to the respective Places ; the Whole of the American Ships arriving at 
the Port of Canton that Season^ from the best Information I have been able to 
gain, amounted to about Forty-five, and as the Lading of Tea is generally the 
same in all their Vessels, I consider the same Proportion to exist with regard to 
their Destination, about One-third to Europe, and Two-thirds to America. I 
have no specific Information with respect to the Destination of the Ships, but I 
judge from the Lading of the Teas. From a Return of the Treasury Report to 
the President of the TJnited States, I observe, that the Duties paid upon the 'Pea 
actually consumed for that Period, have amounted to more than 4,800,000 lbs., 
and as the Americans are constantly bringing Tea from the United States to 
Europe, 1 consider the remaining Balance to be brought from the United States 
to the difterent Ports of Holland. * 

Then it appears that there were brought direct to Europe Three Millions, and 
the Re§t circuitously, having called first at tjie United States ? 

Yes, exactly ^0. 

Have you any Statement in Writing of the Amount and the Particulars of the 
American Trade for each Year, for any Number of Years ? 

Yes, I have. 

Have you it with you ? 

No ; the Information which I have now given the Committee is in consequence 
of those Papers. 

Could you furnish the Committee with such a Statement In Writing ? See Ajipendix (V.) 

1 think I could, but it would take me some Time. 
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Jamu Goddard, You have mentioned that the Atnencans take up gteat Produce from Canton, 
Teas and a Variety of other Articles ; you have not mentioned how they disposed 
' of them. Have they not been in the Habit of exporting those different Goods 

which you have enumerated to Europe ? have they not been the Carriers of them 
to Europe ? 

Certainly, that is the Idea I meant to convey ; they were and are in the Practice 
of importing into Europe large Quantities of the most valuable Articles, such as 
Nankeens, Raw Silk, Manufactured Silks, Cassia, China Root, Vermilion, Rhu- 
barb and Tortoise Shell ; they have either come direct to Europe, or circuitously 
by America. 

But in American Vessels ? 

Yes, in American Vessels. 

Do you conceive that the Smallness of the Tonnage of the Vessel can furnish 
any Impediment to their Trade ? 

No, I consider it as one of their great Advantages. 

You have answered first as to the Trade at Canton, but the Committee 
mean the carrying Trade which they have exercised between Canton and Europe ; 
whether the Smallness of the Vessels has been any Inconvenience to them ? 

No, I consider they have been of Advantage. 

. Does there appear to you any Reason, from your Acquaintance witn that I'rade, 
why the Americans should exclusively carry on that Trade ; or is tlu re (»ny 
Facility they have for carrying on that Trade, which British Vessels of the same 
Size would not have ; do you not consider that the same Trade would be equally 
open to the same size of Vessels if they were British ? 

I consider it would be rather in favour of British Ships of the same Size, in 
consequence of their being able to be sailed at a more moderate Rate than the 
American ones ; it has been greatly in favour of the Americans in consequence of 
their being able to navigate much cheaper than any other Nation in Europe. 

Are you acquainted with a House at Canton of the Name of Perkins ? * 

' Yes. 

Do you know a Merchant of the Name of Howqua ? 

Yes, he is a Mei chant of the Chinese Hong. 

That is a trading Company under the Authority of the Chinese Government, 
is it not ? 

Yes, it is a trading Company under the Chinese Government, authorized to 
trade exclusively with all Foreign Merchants ; he is at the Head of that Company ; 
they have all successive Ranks ; I think there are Ten of them. 

Do you know of any Agreement entered into between those Persons and the 
House of Perkins and Co. with this Country, for the Export of a large Quantity 
of manufactured Goods from hence ? 

I am not particularly acquainted with it ; I have heard of such a Thing existing, 
but the Particulars have not come to my Knowledge. 

j 

Would you be surprised at hearing that an Agreement has been entered into 
by the House of Perkins and Co.,. in conjunction with Howqua the Hong Mer- 
chant, to be supplied with Goods of British Manufiicture, to the Amount of 
nearly a Million Sterling, within One Year, and through the Americans? 

Certainly not j because I know the Aniericans have for several Years past been 
in the Habit of supplying themselves with the Goods of the English Market, of 
English Manufactures, for the China Seas and Canton. 

On English Account ? 

No, I do not mean on English Account, because it would be very difficult to 
say that. 

And certainly no Part of this great Cargo to^ be shipped in British Vessels ? 

No Part could be shipped in British Vessels.* 
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It being impossible, from the present State of the Laws, that British Shipt can 
partake of this ? 

I consider it utterly iifipossible, from the existing State of the Laws. 

You cannot tell what- the Value of either the American Imports or Exports 
were in any One Year — suppose for Instance, in the last Year 1819, what do 
you conceive, or can you form any correct Estimate, at this Moment, of what 
the Amount of the Imports might be ? 

I conceive them to be upwards of 7,000,000 of Dollars. 

• 

Should you be astonished, if you were to hear that they were Ten— -have you 
any Reason to tliink that they may not be Ten ? 

1 should be surprised to hear they were Ten, in consequence of having made 
a‘ Point of getting the best Information I could, with regard to the American 
Trade, and iliosc Means of Information do not give me an Authority to form an 
Opinion, that the Imports would be as high as Ten Millions. 

What is the Average Value of a Pound of Tea at Canton ? 

It would be very difficult to fix an Average ; it depends on the Quality. 

Can you give to the Committee any Information respecting the Goods that 
the Americans export from Cliina, and also the Nature of the Goods which the 
Americans pick up from the Eastern Islands on their Voyage to China ; the 
Coipniittee wish to know whether you can give tliem any Information of what 
CommoiSities the Eastern Isles furnish for the European and American Markets, 
and wliat the Value of those Commodities is ? 

Yes j large Quantities of Coffee, Rice, Pepper, various Spices, Sugar, Tortoise 
Shell, Mother-ol-pciyl Shells, various Gums, Ivory, Camphor, Cassia, Cinnamon, 
Musk, See. 

Is there any Gold or Silver found in those Countries ? 

There is ; Gold is found, but not in very large Quantities. 

0 

Do you know whether in the Eastern Islands there is any Market for English 
Manufacture 

There is a very extensive Market for English Manufactures in all the Eastern 
Islands, and vast Quantities are exported to Batavia. I do not think that tliey 
could go to any l^art of the Eastern Islands without finding a ready Market for 
Articles of British Manufacture! if adapted to the particular Taste of the Inha> 
bitants ; but they are very particular with regard to it, and they require to have it 
accurately attended to. 

How are they at present supplied with the British Manufactures which they 
consume ? 

They are supplied in a great Degree by American Ships, sometimes by the 
English Company’s Ships, but at present Batavia is the great Resort of those 
Islands, for the Purpose of being supplied with English Manufactures. 

If British Ships were allowed at any Size to trade with those Islands, do you 
not think that they could undersell American Ships, and that tha^ Measure would 
ultimately be the Means of extending the Sale of our Manufactures ? 

I consider ii would very extensively. First, by being in small Vessels they 
would have a Facility of trading about the Island.^ which they could not have 
with a large Vessel, and that a small Vesspl* might be in the Capacity of many to 
enter into the Trade, when it would be in the Capacity of only few to do the 
same with a large Vessel. 1 consider the Trade with the Eastern Islands, though 
taking ofl' a large Quantity of manufactured Goods of England, is yet very much 
in its Infancy, and the Navigation of small Vessels in those Seas would find the 
Market very greatly extended ; and the Trade would be very much benefited, if, 
after taking the Benefit of trading in those Islands, and exchanging their manu- 
fa( lured Goods for their Produce, they were permitted to go to Canton to dispose 
ol the rest of their English Manuhtetures, and the Produce that they bartered 
.suitable to the Market of China. 
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Have you any Knowledge of the Extent of the Population of the different 
Islands in those Seas, who would have a Demand for British Manufactures ? 

That is a Question which I cannot relate ; as to its Population, it is certainly 
considered as very numerous, and the Country of Cochin China is considered as 
nearly as populous in Proportion to its Extent as China ; they have the same 
Habits, the same Wants ; the Trade with this Country is very little known, nor 
is it likely to be better known, until small Vessels are allowed to navigate those 
Seas, and to draw the Natives into a Commerce, the same as it has been with the 
China Seas ; small Vessels with great Facility might approach the Coast, and 
negociate with the Natives, whereas in large Vessels they would be exposed to so 
great a Danger, as would deter almost any one from attempting it. 

What is the immediate Danger to large Vessels to which you allude, in those 
Seas? 

I only speak of the Dangers incident to a large Ship on any Coast, the Danger 
of Navigation. 

You have stated, that you conceive that a beneficial Traffic might be carried 
on with the Eastern Islands, by means of permitting British Ships qf small Bur- 
then to trade with those Islands; is there any other Description of Merchandize 
that could be furnished by the Eastern Islands, excepting such as you have 
enumerated, in Exchange for British Commodities ? 

I am not prepared, by my present Recollection, to make any Addition to those 
which I have already stated, but there are many which may be added to them, 
but I cannot immediately call them to my Recollection. 

Is there any Tobacco ? 

Yes, there is. 

Is not the Advantage possessed -by small Ves.sels over large ones, in conse- 
quence of the Nature of the Coast in navigating those Seas, counterbalanced, in a 
greater Degree, by their increased Danger from Pirates ? 

When I mentioned .small Vessels, I meant Ves.sels from 150 to 200 'foils ; 
certainly the Security of a large Vessel is much greater on that Score than 
smaller, but I consider the Safety of cither the huge or small to dt pend more 
upon the Discretion of the Captain and the Officers, than upon the Size of the 
Vessel. 

What Species of British Manufactures find, the readiest Market in those 
Islands ? 

The Goods that have been generally sold in those Seas were formerly coarse low 
Goods, but latterly they have .acquired a 'Paste lor Goods of a better Quality ; the 
general Description of Goods in demand is generally of a low Sort. 

Do you mean Cotton Goods, or what Description of Goods ? 

Cotton Goods; also Hardware, such as Knives, Scythes, Swords, and a Num- 
ber of Articles adapted for the Indian Seas, which arc well known in this Country, 
and made according to the Fashion of the People. 

Do you believe that there is any Article of our Manufacture.s, that with a 
Knowledge of the Taste of the Inhabitants, would not find a Sale in the Eastern 
Seas ? 

There are already many Articles manufactured in this Country known by the 
Name of Malay Articles, which have been occasionally taken diit by the Com- 
manders of the Company’s Ships, and by the Americans, which have always 
found a ready Sale, as far as they have had the Means of dispo.sing of them. 

Is there an American Factory at Canton ? 

Yes, there is an American Consul. 

Arc the Captains of the American Ships under any Regulations with respect to 
that Factory ? 

'Fhey are under no Regulations in any other Respect than the Captains of all 
Nations who are put under the Control of their Consul. 
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Can you inform the Committee whether the Captains of the China Ships are 
ever involved in any Dilutes with the Chinese Government ? , 

I do not recollect any Instance of their having a Dispute with the Chinese. 

Do you recollect any Instance of the English Captain of the Company’s 
Ships, or Members of the Factory, having any Dispute with the Chinese 
Government ? 

I do not recollect any. 

What is the general Tonnage of the Ships employed by the East India 
Company? 

From 1,000 to 1,400 Tons. 

. Is a Thousand the smallest ? 

A Thousand is the smallest ; I believe there have been smaller Ships employed 
by the Company. ^ The Company one Season employed Vessels of a small Size, 
but regularly they have tiot done it. 

Can you state the Number of Men employed compared to the Tonnage ? 

A Vessel ®f i,aoo Tons has about One hundred and thirty-four Men, Captain 
and Officers. 

Can you state, generally speaking, what Number of Men the Americans employ 
in prophrtionf to their Tonnage? 

No, I cannot. 

What Number of Men usually navigates an American Ship of 150 Tons? 

I should think Eight or Ten Men ; bur it is a Question that I am not prepared 
to answer, I have no accurate Information upon the Subject. 

Have you any Reason to believe that any considerable Quantity of Tea, 
imported into die United States, evades the Payment of the Duty to that 
Country ? 

I am not aware of any Evasion of the Duties j not having been in America, 

I am not able to answer the Question. 

What is the Government of Cochin China ? 

It is an arbitrary Government, as far as I know. 

Do you conceive there is less Aversion to foreign Trade in Cochin China than 
prevails in China; or is any Port open to European Commerce? 

I have heard of some Transactions in Trade on the Coast of Cochin China, 
but the particular Spot t cannot name. 

Have you heard of any Attempt, on the Part of the general Government, 
to renew the Intercourse which formerly existed between France and Cochin 
China ? 

I do not know. 

« 

Can you state to the Committee any Information respecting the Diminution or 
Increase of the East India Trade, commonly called the Country Trade, with 
Canton, during the Period you were employed in the Company’s Service? 

No, I liave not any Information upon that Subject, with regarli to its Increase 
or Diminution; Imt I endeavoured to ascertain, in the Years 181 S’ and 1819, the 
Extent of the Country Trade to the Port of Canton ; but as to the Increase or 
Diminution, wiirfi respect to former Year#, *I cannot give the Committee any 
’Information. • 

Can you state to the Committee the Result of your Enquiries, as to the State 
of the Country Trade at that particular Time ? . 

Its Imports in 1818 were calculated to be about Sixteen ‘Millions of Dollars, 
exceeding both the American and English Companies’ Exports, both together. 

Can you state of what those Imports consisted ? 

They consisted principally of Cotton imported by the Company’s Ships, and 
by the Country Traders. A very large Quantity of Opium was also imported, 
to which may be added Pepper, Betel-nut, Tin, &c. 
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Do you conceive if a free British Trade was permitted with Canton, that it 
would materially affect the Country Trade as now carried on ? 

I do not consider that it would affect the Country Trade in any way, except 
the Interruption of that Trade which they carry on of British Manufactures, 
through the Ports of Bombay and Calcutta j I mean of the English manufactured 
Goods which cannot find their way, in consequence of existing Restrictions, 
direct to Canton. 

Do the assorted Cargoes of Country Ships consist partly of British Manufac- 
tures, of Opium, and other Things ? 

The greater Part of the Cargo in the Country Trade consists of Cotton, or of 
Spices, or Pepper, Betel-nut, and those Things, picked up in their way to Canton ; 
but the British Manufactures sent from Briush Ports to Canton have not been 
very extensive, they have merely been occasioned by a Quantity being imported 
into India beyond the immediate Demand ; they have by that Means found their 
way to China, and been purchased by the Chinese. The Article of manufactured 
Goods, and I speak particularly now of Cotton Goods, has not been much known 
in China, but the Quantities that have been taken there have been very readily 
bought, and have paid a very considerable Profit — ^a Profit of Importance. 

Has this taken place since the Time of the Trade being open between this 
Country and India ? 

I consider the Knowledge of British Manufactures to arise, .first, from , the 
Circuirtstance that I have just stated, by Accident j and also from the surplus 
Quantity of these Kind of Goods taken to the (’hina Seas by American and other 
Ships, which they have not been able to dispose of, and have taken them to 
Canton ; and these Two Circumstances have introduced a Taste for British Ma- 
nufactures, which seems to be very considerably increasing. 

Do you not imagine that that Circumstance of the Knowledge of British Manu- 
factures in India, was in a great Measure occasioned by the Trade having been 
opened ? 

I consider the Knowledge of British Manufactures in India to have arisen almost 
entirely from the opening of the British Trade. 1 am not aware, and I believe I 
am correct, that any Importation of British Manufactures existed previous to the 
opening of the Trade, or if there were any, they were I believe very inconsider- 
able, compared to the present. 

Was there any Knowledge of British Manufactures, in ‘China during the Time 
that the Company had an exclusive Trade, and before Country Ships or Ameri- 
cans resorted to China ? 

The Two last Answers I gave were intended to convey the Idea that any con- 
siderable Trade did not exist in India previous to the opening of the Free Trade, 
and also, that in consequence of the Free Trade the British Manufactures, I mean 
Cotton Manufactures, have found their way to China, as well as by American 
Ships trading through the Eastern Seas. 

Then you mekat in your Two last Answers to include China as well as India ? 

Yes, I did. 

Do you mean to say that, till the Free Trade, there was no Knowledge of British 
Manufactures either in China or India i 

I mean to say it was very trifling. 

Do you mean to say there were none imported by the British East India 
Company ? 

None, that I know of. 

Did the Americans carry on the Trade to China previous to the War, by Means 
of the Exports of Brjtish Manufactures ? 

I believe* not ; I consider the Knowledge of British Cotton Manufactures in 
Canton to have commenced within the last Three or Four Years. 
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Did the Company, previous to the Free Trade, ever export to India or China 
British Manufactures on ^lieir own Account ? 

I believe not, if Cotton Goods are meant. 

Did the Company ever -export Woollen Goods to a greater Quantity than what 
they were compelled to do by their Charter ? 

It is a Question which I cannot answer, not Itno^fkig the Amount of the Com- 
pany’s Exports annually. 

Can you inform the Committee, whether the private Adventures of the Officers 
of the Company’s Ships were not more in Commodities for the Supply of the 
Company’s Servants, than with a View to supply the Natives yrith any British 
Manufactures ? 

•The Captain and OfficersTrade to the Ports of India principally consisted of Arti- 
cles to supply the Demand of the Company’s Servants in India, but with regard 
to the Trade to.Cantpn, it always has consisted of Articles intended to supply the 
Natives of the Country. 

Were not those, generally speaking. Clock-work, and high-priced Articles, for 
the Supply of the superior Ranks in China ? 

Very extensive Supplies of Clock-work and Watches have been taken out to 

China, for the Supply of the Natives. 

• 

In a former Part of your Evidence you stated, that out of Seven Million Pounds 
of l«ea lyhich were sent to the United States of America, only 4,800,000 lbs. paid 
any Duty there, and that therefore the Remainder you conceive was e:iported 
from America to Europe, and was carried to the Ports of Holland; do you 
conceive that there are any other Ports in Europe, except those in Holland, to 
which they were taken ? 

To Hamburgh, Altona, and Bremen. 

Any to the Mediterranean ? 

A very small Quantity, nothing worth naming, I should think. 

The Committee wish to know whether the Teas exported from China by 
America are of an inferior Quality to those exported by the East India Company 
to Europe ? 

The East India Company, from the Stability of their Trade, and their regular 
Demand, always command the choicest Teas which the Market produces ; and it 
is generally considered that tlie Teas the Americans get, are chosen after the 

Company have had then; Selection. 

• 

Can you state any Opinion to the Committee respecting the future State or 
possible Increase of Demand for English Manufactures in the Chinese Empire ? 

1 consider the Chinese Nation to approximate nearer to European AVants than 
any Nation in the East i their Clothing, their Habits, and their Wants altogether 
are very different from the Indians, very different ; the Demand for Woollen 
Goods is very extensive, as may be seen by a Reference to the Company’s 
Imports ; and it is probable, from the Avidity with which they have bought and 
purchased European Cotton Goods, a Demand at least equal to Woollen Goods 
may be produced, and I ’should consider that in the Course of*a few Years the 
Demand would be much greater, in consequence of the strong Disposition they 
have shew'ii, from the small Knowledge they have had of British manufactured 
, ‘Goods, to purdiase, and very considerable Commissions have been given for the 
Supply of these Goods, being Articles, till within these last Three or Four Years, 
of which they have been entirely ignorant. 

Do not these Observations equally apply to fhe other Countries in the Chinese 
Seas, as well as to China ? 

They apply to the Chinese Seas certainly, in a very great Degree, but I think 
not so strongly as to China itself, as the Chinese require the finer and the more 
valuable Articles of this Country. 

The Witness is directed to withdraw.’ 

Ordered, That this. Committee be adjourned to Saturday next 12 o’Clock. 
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JOHN CRAWFURD, Esquire, is called in, and examined as follows : 


J. Crawfurd, Esq. 


In what Parts of the East have you been resident, and during what 
Periods ? 

I resided Fourteen Years in India altogetlier ; Five Years, in Upper Hindostan, 
and about Nine Years in the Indian Islands } near Six Years of which I passed 
in Java. 


Have you ever been in China ? 

Never. Though I have never been in China I have had a great deal of Inter- 
course with the Chinese. There are a vast Number of Chinese Settlers in the 
Indian Islands. In the Island of Java alone there are about Forty thousand. 
These Chinese are from all the different maritime Provinces of China. 

*' 

Witt you state to the Committee what, during your Residence in those Islands, 
and since the last Renewal of the Charter of the East India Company, has been 
the State and Progress of Trade and Navigation in those Islands, whether with 
respect to the Trade with Europe, or to the Country Trade f 

I can generally state in Reply to that Question, that the openmg of the Trade 
between this Country and India has produced a very extraordinary Revolution 
in the Commerce of that Country, greatly increasing both the Exports and 
Imports. 

Are you of Opinion that the Commerce of those Countries can be only car- 
ried on with Safety and Convenience in Ships of considerable Burthen, or that 
Ships of a smaller Tonnage than that which is now permitted under the Act for 
renewing the Charter of the East India Company, might be employed with Ad- 
vantage in it ? 

I am clearly of Opinion that Ships of any Size whatever may trade with Safety 
to that Country, and that it would be Matter of Justice* and Policy to leave the 
Trade in that respect perfedtly open. 

Are there in those Islands, and the adjacent Coasts of the Continent, many Har- 
bours and Rivers in which it is not safe or practicable for Vessels of a large 
Burthen to enter, but which in other Respects might be frequented with 
Advantage ? 

Yes, I think there are. 

Will you state in what you consider that the other Advantages attendant 
upon a free Intercourse, without Restriction as to the Use of Ships engaged in 
it, would be ? ' 

It would produce the general Advantages of Freedom in Commercial Inter- 
course, and tend to extend the Competition. Many Persons 6f small Capital 
might find it convenient to trade in Small Ships, but not in Ships of large 
Dimensions. 

Are the Commodities imported, from or exported to those Islands frequently 
of a Description, that “though considerable in Value, the Amount of Tonnage re- 
quired to carry them would be small ? 

Yes, they are. This particularly applies to the Export Trade of this Country, 
which naturally consists of manufactured Goods, for which it might j^e conve- 
nient to bring back Bullion, Gold or Silver. Jn some respects also, it applies to 
the Commodities of those Countries. I shall enumerate a few of them. Gold, 

Diamonds, 
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Diamonds, Pearls and Pearl Oysters, .Cloves, and Nutmegs for the European J- Craie/urd, E^ni- 
Market, edible Bird’s-nests, and Tin for fhe Market of China. • 

Would it materially assist the Commerce of those Islands with this Country 
and Europe if the Ships tarrying it on were permitted to touch at and trade 
with the Port of Canton ? 

Most materially. 

Can you state in what that Advantage would consist ? 

It would enable us, in the first Instance, to compete with the Americans, and 
prevent that People from occupying, as they are now in the Progress of doing, 
the principal Part of the Commerce of the Indies. The Commerce of ail Parts 
of the Indies is intimately connected, and I copsider a perfect Freedom of visiting 
evfery Port without Restriction, as necessary to the Merchants of this Country to 
enable them to conduct it to the greatest Advantage. 

Are there not m*any Articles calculated for European Consumption, besides 
Tea, exported or exportable from the Chinese Empire ? 

Yes. 

• 

Would not many of those Articles go towards making up the Cargo of a Ship 
engaged in Trade with the Islands you have been describing, if Ships were per- 
mitted to go to the Chinese Coast to take them in ? 

There are not many of the Commodities of China fit for the Consumption of 
the Indiati Islands, because they are Manufactures that are principally exported ; 
and in a free 'I’rade, the Manufactures of this Country, being cheaper and better 
than those of China, would supersede them in the Markets of the Indian Islands. 

A few Articles of C'hinese Manufacture, however, are necessary for the Consump- 
tion of the Chinese Colonists, who could not be supplied with them from Europe. 

For the Consumption of Europe intei mediately by the Indian Islands, many Arti- 
cles of Chinese Produce, besides Tea, might be imported, as for Instance, Gold, 

Silver, Toutanegg, (a mixed Metal consisting principally of Zinc), and Raw Silk. 

What during the Period of your Observation has been the State and Progress 
of the Trade of the United States with the Islands you have been describing? 

The principal I’rade of the Americans witli those Islands is with the Port of 
Batavia. American Ships began to come out in great Numbers after the Peace 
between this Country and the United States. They now conduct the principal 
Trade j and I am informed by a Gentleman, who is just returned from that Coun- 
try, that. from December i8i8 to’December 1819, 77 Ships, averaging 300 Tons 
each, clcaretl out with Cargoes from the Port of Batavia. The Americans carry 
on a considerable Trade wuh all the independent States of the Archipelago j 
sometimes conveying their Return Cargoes to China, sometimes direct to the 
United States, and sometimes direct to Europe. 

In Vessels of what Burthen is the Trade of the United States to those Coun- 
tries principally carried on ? 

I believe in Vessels of every Size, from too to 600 Tons, without any Limita- 
tion or Restriction. I’he Vessels in w'hat is called the Malay "^IVade is conducted 
are often of very small Size. The Malay Trade is a popular Name for the whole 
of the Trade of the Indian Islands. The direct Intercourse between the United 
States and China is generally conducted in Vessels of from 300 to ^00 Tons. 

• What-is the sipallest American Vessel yqu’ever saw in the Malay Trade ? 

* I have been told that Schooners of 80 and 100 Tons have been employed in 
every Branch of the Indian Trade with America, and have even gone to China ; 
but I have never seen any Vessel so small myself in that Trade. 

Can you state whether the Americans have of late imported a considerable 
Quantity of Skins into China ? 

They have constantly been in the Habit of importing Furs into the Chinese 
Empire, from the earliest Period of their Trade, and have continued the same 
Practice down to the present Time. 

( 42 .) 


G 


Do 



( 26 ) 

.7. Crawfurd, Esy. Do they import any into the Indian Islands ? 

None whatever. 

Do they import into the Indian Islands any Articles the Produce of the North 
American Continent? 

' A few very trifling Articles for the Consumption of the European Colonists ; 
such as Flour, Biscuit, Salt Fish, and a few Naval Stores. 

Do they import into those Islands many Articles of Briti.sh Manufacture ? 

They do import some, but not many. They cannot compete with us in that 
Trade. 

M'hat then do they chiefly import ^ 

Silver Bullion ; — Spanish Dollars. These Spanish Dollars are generally ob- 
tained with British Manufactures on the West Coast of America, and even in the 
Ports of London and Liverpool. 

" * • 

Is there any Reason, besides the Restrictions which' apply to the British Free 
Trade, why that Trade should not compete upon an equal Footing, or with 
Advantage similar to that of the United States ? 

I conceive, that if the Capital of this Country had free Scope, that our Mer- 
chants would have great Advantages over the Americans. 

Have you observed, during your Residence in the Islands, a considerable Taste 
to prevail for British Manufactures ? 

A decided Taste ; as a Proof of it, the Consumption is yearly ircreasing. 
When I first knew those Islands, the Consumption was a mere Trifle ; at present it 
may be considered as comparatively very large. 

Has the Increase of that Taste, in your Opinion, contributed to excite the 
Industry of the Inhabitant-, ? 

It would be difficult in --o short a rime to give any distinct Proof’, if it had 
done so ; but the Increaie of Commerce must inevitably produce its natural Fflects, 
in civilizing the Inhabitants and furthering the Progress of Industry. 

Has there been, during the Period f)f your Observation, tyiy sensible Improve- 
ment in the Habits and Industry of the Natives of those Islands ? 

My most intimate Knowledge of the Natives of tho.se Islands refers to .lava. In- 
creased Trade, as well as material Improvements in the general Government of the 
great Population of that Island within the last few Years, have certaiidy contri- 
buted to ameliorate the Condition of the Inhibitant;. 

Can you state any Circumstances or Arrangements which might contribute to 
promote the Trade between China and those Islands by means of European 
Vessels ? 

I conceive that unrestricted Intercourse between this Country and China would 
be followed by great Commercial Benefits to both Countries, and that the Com- 
merce hats scarcely any need of peculiar Regulations. The Formation of Eu- 
ropean Stations or Colonies, or Emporia, in those Islands, would materially con- 
tribute to increase the Commercial Intercourse between those Islands and China, 
and other neighbouring Countries, and Europe. 

What, during the Period of your Observation, has been the State of the Trade 
between those" Islands and the British Continental Dominions of the East India 
Company, commonly called the Country IVade f 

'I'his Branch of the Country Trade -is called the Malay or Eastern Trade, to 
distinguish it from the Country J’rade la general. It has declined since the Free 
Traders of this Country have begun :o frequent the Indian Islands. Those free 
Traders now supply, the Indian Islands with many of the Commodities which they 
used to receive from Bengal and Madras, such as Chintzes and other Cotton 
Fabrics. The most important Article of the Imports from Bengal was Opium ; 
but a considerable Portion of the Supply of the Indian Islands in that Drug is now 
imported by the Brjtish Free Traders and Americans directly or indiredly from 
Turkey and from the Levant. 


You 



You speak of the American Trade ; have the Dutch any large Portion of the J.CrawJvTdtEsq. 
Trade in the East Indian Archipelago*? * 

They ought to have the largest Portion of the Trade, because they are the 
paramount Sovereigns of the principal Part of the Archipelago ; but they have 
as yet neither the Skill, Capital, nor Enterprise of the Americans ; and although 
they conduct some Portion of the direct Trade between the Indian Islands and 
Europe it bears no Proportion either to the American or British Trade. 

Do you know whether the Dutch Tnadc in those Seas is a free Trade, or is it 
restricted to. a trading Company ? 

It is a free Trade, and conducted upon Principles of much Liberality : The 
only Exception to its being a free 'I’rade, is in the Particular of the fine Spices, the 
Production of the Moluccas. • 

Do the Dutch Regulations allow a free Commercial Intercourse to other Coun* 
tries with Batavia and their other Settlefnent-s in those Seas ? 

Free Trade is permitted between Batavia and all other Countries whatever, but 
this Intimacy does not extend to any other Port : Licences are sometimes granted 
to frequent,other Ports besides Batavia. 

Have the Dutch any other Ports of any Consequence in those Islands ? 

In the Island of Java there are Two valuable Ports, Samarang and Surabaia : I 
was Chief ol those I’wo a Year. 

Do ,you knpw whether much Trade is now carried on between European 
Nations, and the Island of Borneo ? 

During the War a very considerable Trade was carried on by Country Ships 
between various Parts of Borneo and Bengal, but I think the Dutch have lately 
claimed the Sovereignty of Borneo,’ and are anxious to exclude other Nations from 
visiting it, excet^t with their Licence or Permission. 

Have they been enabled to effect that Exclusion ? 

I am told they have ; but I cannot speak distinctly to that Point. 

Do you know whether the Dutch have Military Possession of any of the principal . 

Ports of Borneo ? , 

I think they have small Garrisons or Military Establishments at Two Ports of 
the North Coast of Borneo, — Poiiteana and Bangarmassin ; but any effectual 
Military Possession of those vast Regions is quite impracticable. 

Are there any Ports advantageously situated for Trade in the Island of Borneo 
which arc not in the Occupation of the Dutch ? 

It is difficult to answer that Ouestion. 

Is the Authority of the Dutch recognised by any of the Native States ? 

It would be difficult to say it was virtually recognised ; they are obliged to 
yield ; they arc, in fact, ovcraw^etl. 

Is the 'I'urkish Opium considered as good as the Bengal ? 

The Turkish Opium within the last Five Years was first introduced, and the 
Natives would hardly buy a Pound of it. The Difl'erence of Price was then, I 
think, generally, as Six is to Thirteen. The Turkey Opium ha*s been gradually 
improving in their Opinion ever since. At present, a large Quantity of it is 
consumed ; and perhaps the Bengal Opium is not intrinsically worth beyond i o 
•per Cent. nior« than it. It is gaining updn the Bengal Opium in a surprising 
Degree, and particularly within the last Two Years. 

Are there amongst the Chinese, or the Inhabitants of the Eastern Islands, any 
Prejudices which should lead them not tp use the Manufactures of this 
Country ? 

No, very far from it. 

"What are the Commodities that we manufacture, that you think there would 
be chiefly a Demand for in those Countries ? 

Almost every Article of the Staple Manufacture of Great Britain ; 1 will enu- 
merate 
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J. Crawfurd, Esq. tnerate a few ; light Woollen Cotton Goods of various Descriptions, Iron, raw and 

wrought, chiefly the former, as there is no Iron, or hardly any, in the Indian Islands ; 

Glass Ware, Chrystal, and Carriages. A great Number of other Articles may be 
added to this List. 

From your Knowledge of those Countries, do you not believe, that under the 
Circumstances of a free Trade there would exist a great and growing Demand 
for those Articles ? 

I am clearly of that Opinion. The wonderful Progress that the Manufactures 
of this Country have made within the last Five Years fully justifies me in making 
that Observation. 

Do you know whether, pending the Company’s possessing the exclusive Trade 
to India, there was any Exportation of British Manufactures to the Chinese 
Market ? 

It has been generally considered that the'East India Company was in the Habit 
of exporting One Million Sterling of the Manufactures of this Country to China. 
The Commodities were chiefly Woollen and Tin. 

Do you know whether the Company’s Officers, in their private Adventures, 
were in the Habit of exporting Cotton Goods and Hardware to China ? 

I am not intimately acquainted with the Details of that Trade ; but I should 
conceive, nothing but what was very trifling. 

Do you not believe that the Extension of the Trade to the Eastern Seas, rjepends 
greatly upon studying the peculiar Taste of the Inhabitants ? 

Without Doubt it is indispensably necessary. No Merchant will succeed at 
present without being peculiarly well acquainted with the Habits and Taste of 
the People, because the Markets are well stocked with ordinary Goods ; but a 
thorough Knowledge of those Tastes and Habits, will always, under judicious 
Management, enable a Merchant to make a successful Speculation 

Do not you think that the perfect Freedom of Communication, direct from this 
Country to that, is the best Security that theTa-stes of the Inhabitants will be 
studied ? 

I conceive it not only to be the best, but the only Security. 

Can you judge from the present State of the indirect Trade carried on through 
Americans or their Ships from our Indian Colonies to those Islands, what Extent 
of Trade might be carried on if there was a direcuCommunication ? 

1 cannot form any precise Estimate of the Extent to which it might be car- 
ried, but I have no Doubt it would be much greater.’ I would observe, that the 
Hindoos and other Inhabitants of Hindostan were represented to have such in- 
flexible Habits and Prejudices, that it was apprehended, the British Manufactures 
never would be consumed among them ; they have notwithstanding this been con- 
sumed in great Quantities. The Inhabitants of the Indian Islands, of China, and 
of all the Countries lying between China and Hindostan, it has never been pre- 
tended, had such obdurate Habits as the Hindoos. This Fact naturally leaves us 
room to believe that European Manufactures will be consumed in a still greater 
Ratio among them. 

Has not that Consumption of British Manufactures amongst the Hindoos 
originated since'the Renewal of the Charter, and the Extension of the Freedom 
of Trade ? > ’ - 

I believe entirely. The I^rogress of the free 'I’rade has astonished those 
who considered themselves the best acquainted with the Subject. 

From your Knowledge of the East India Islands, do you believe tliat there 
would be any Limitation to the Trade from the Circumstance of the Inhabitants 
of those Countries not being able to make a Return in Value for the Commodities 
for which they have a Demand 

No Limitation whatever. Those Islands produce a prodigious Variety of natural 
Productions in Demand in the Markets of thi^ Country, more I believe than any 

other 
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other Country of the World. I will, enumerate a few of them ; Pepper, Cloves, J. Craufurd, e *,. 

Nutmegs, Coffee, Sugar, Tortoise-shells, useful and dying Woods, Gold, and 

many other minor Articles hardly necessary to repeat. 

Have you any ReaSon to think that the American Trade with China and 
the Indian Islands has declined at all during the last Two Years ? 

On the contrary, 1 h.ive Reason to believe it has been constantly increasing 
within these Two Years. 

Do you conceive then that it has been progressively increasing since the Peace ? 

It has. 

Do you know any Instances in which the Feelings or the Prejudices of the In- 
•habitants of those Islands have been outraged by the Americans, so as to injure 
or affect their I'rade at all? 

I never heard pf^any Instances of the Kind. I believe the trading Character of 
the Americans is perfedtly good, and better than any European Traders in those 
Islands. I here is one good Reason, because they have never formed Commercial 
Monopolies, nor attempted Conquests, or to form any Military Establishment in 
the Country. 

Has this Character any Commercial Interest in the Inhabitants of the States of 
ihose*Seas ?. 

I conceive it has a very great Interest. I conceive that the Interests of Com- 
mlirce* are promoted by leaving the People entirely by themselves, wherever it is 
not possible to establish an, European Governnient. 

In the early Part of your Evidence, you staled, that you conajdcred our Com- 
merce with the I^ast India Islands might Ue considerably extended by Means of 
Colonies and Establishments, and you have just stated that the Success of the 
Americans had in a considerable Degree resulted from their having abstained 
from making Conquests and forming Military Establishments ; how do you recon- 
cile these Statements ? 

All the Conquests and Establishments formed hitherto in the Indian Islands 
have been forme,d for the Purpose of subjecting the Commerce and Indus- 
try of the Natives to the supposed Interests of Monopolists, and in my 
Opinion have not been attended with any of the legitimate Advantages 
of European Government. They have always been hostile to the Feelings of the 
Natives of the Country. Colonies formed in the Manner to which I have alluded, 
ought to be established upon the liberal Principles of free Trade, and for the 
mutual Advantage of the Natives of the Country and those who establish 
them. 

Are we at present in Possession of any such Stations or Emporia as you have 
alluded to in a former Answer, or are there any others calculated for that 
Purpose ? 

We are in Possession of Two — Prince of Wales’s Island and Sincapoor. They 
are both of them conveniently situated as Emporia for the Trade of the East India 
Islands, and although they have had few of the Benefits of a free Trade, yet they 
have been attended with very rapid Prosperity. There are many'other Stations that 
might be fixed upon, but no Benefit could be expected from such Establishments 
as long as a restricted System of Commerce is pursued by any •one, or the whole 
of European Nations within the Archipelago. A Station, for example, might be 
pointed out in the Molucca Islands ; but as long as *a Monopoly of Spices, in 
Culture and Traffic, is persisted in by the Dutch, it could be of no Value. 

Can you give an Account of the Population of the Islands in the Eastern 
Seas ? • 

The Population of the Indian Archipelago throughout, without including the 
Philippine Islands, which arc rtally a Portion of the Archipelago, has been 
usually estimated at 10,000,000 ; but I conceive it to be much greater, because 
the Population of Java is now ascertained to amount to between 5 or 6,000,000 
( 42 .) H alone, 
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Craw/urd, Esg. alonc, and the Spanish PortioH of the Philippines IS known to contain 1,500,000 
of Subjects. 

Is there any Account of the Population of Cochin China ? 

I have heard it stated lately that 20,000,000 is the Population of the whole 
Empire. 

Do any of the Observations you have made, respecting the Improvement of 
Trade in the Eastern Seas, extend to Cochin China, Siam, and Pigou ? 

Yes ; still more forcibly I conceive, because those People are more civilized. 

Do they now take any of our Manufactures ? 

Yes ; they are indirectly supplied with some of our Manufactures by the Por- 
tuguese, Americans, and Chinese. 

Is there any Impediment in the Way of direct Trade with any of these 
People, arising out of National Jealousy or Prejudice ? 

None out of Prejudice, but political Jealousy a good deal. ' 

To which of those Countries does that last Observation apply ; and what is 
the Cause of that political Jealousy ? , 

It applies generally to all the Natives of the Chinese Stamp of Civilization. 
They have the Intelligence to observe that we are Conquerors, and very near 
them, and very dangerous ; Moreover, all the European Nations behaved 
extremely ill early in their Commercial Intercourse with them. 


This Nation too ? • 

European Nations generally ; all of them, without Exception, 
the Dutch, and the English, I allude to more particularly. 


The French, 


Does the Jealousy apply equally to other European Nations as to us i 
It applies to all European Nations, but perhaps more to us than to any other. 


Does it apply to the Americans in the same Measure ? 
1 should think it does. 


Could you suggest any practicable Mode of establishing a regular Mode ot 
Intercourse with those People.? 

I should think that perfect Freedom of Trade with those Countries, and an In- 
tercourse with peaceable Merchants, and the Benefits that they would experience 
from such an Intercourse, would be the best Means of gaining their Confidence. I 
have no Doubt that judicious diplomatic Arrangements would tend to facilitate the 
Way to it. 


The Witness is directed to withdraw. 

Ordered, that this Committee be adjourned to Friday next. Three o’Clock. 
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Die Veneris^ 16 '' Junii 1820 . 


Th»MA]JQUESS of LANSDOWNE in the Chair. 


JOHN CRAWFURD Esquire is again called in, and further examined as 

follows : 

t 

Can' you give any Information to* the Committee respecting the present Cravijurd, Esq. 
State ol» Japan,* and the Possibility of extending British Commerce with its 
Inhabitants r 

1 have attended to the Subject, but 1 have never visited Japan. 

• 

Can you state any. Opinion formed in consequence of the Attention you have 
given to that Subject, and the Grounds of it ? 

Yes ; no foreign Nations are at present allowed to conduct a Trade with Japan, 
except the Dutch and Chinese. As long as the present Policy of the Japanese 
Government continues the same as it is, and as it has been for upwards of Two 
Centuries back, 1 consider it impossible for any European People to find Access " 
to their Ports for oomrnercial Purposes, 'J’he Trade conducted by the Dutch is 
extremely trifling, utterly unworthy of Attention as a national Object, and not a 
Matter of Credit to those who conduct it. The Trade of the Chinese is much 
more considerable j but like that of the Dutch, under severe Restrictions. By 
this last. Channel a considerablt* Quantity ^f British Manufactures find their 
AVay into .lapan ; and there is no Doubt but they are in great Repute ; for the 
Climate, the Habits of the People, and their Wealth, contribute to give them a 
d’aste for them. 1 can conceive no Means by which the Trade of Japan could be 
opened to the Rest of the World, unless by the Removal of the Dutch Establish- 
ment at that Place, and leaving the Trade open to private Adventurers of all 
Nations. 'I'he Safety, Agreeableness, and Advantages of the Commerce which 
would be conducted by private Traders might, I conceive, reconcile the Japanese 
in 'l ime to a free Clonnection with Strangers. 

Can you state to the Committee what would be the Freight ofl’ea carried to 
Europe from Canton in British Ships, supposing that 'I’rade to be open, as com- 
pared with the Freight of American Ships ? • 

, Perhaps as Ten to Twelve : the folloyung Ckcumstances lead me to believe that 
the Difterenco would not be less ; the Americans trade upon a Capital borrowed 
at Six per Cent. ; we trade upon a Capital borrowed at Five per Cent, or less : 
we have Manufactures to export, and therefore can carry an outward Cargo as 
well as an homeward Cargo : the Americans can carry out nothing but Specie, 
unless they carried our Manufactures, which of course they cannot to the same 
Advantage as ourselves. In a free Intercourse between all Parts of India our Ships 
would have the Advantage of engaging, when they might find it convenient or 
profitable, in the Colonial 'I’rade of India— 'the Trade from Port to Port, from 
which the Americans are excluded. • 


Are 
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/. Crawfurd, Esq. Are the Manufactures of this Country, in your Opinion, imported to any con- 

siderable Extent into the Islands of the Indian Archipllago', by means of the 

Country Ships carrying them out from the Indian Continent ? 

I believe a very small Portion of our Manufactures ‘find their W ay into the 
Indian Continent by that Channel. I have understood that upon a few Occasion;:, 
when the Markets of Calcutta have been overstocked with British Manufac- 
tures, the Country Traders have brought a few of them to the Indian Islands. 
The Country Traders cannot navigate their Ships so economically or cheaply as 
the free Traders of this Country ; for they trade upon a Capital of d'welve per 
Cent, instead of Five, and with an unskilful, numerous, and expensive Crew oi 
Lascars instead of British Seamen. 

Do you mean, then, by the latter Part of your Answer, to infer that Manu- 
factures cannot be introduced into the Indian Islands through the Cliaimel of the 
India Country Ships, without such material Addition to .their Cost as niusl tend 
to diminish the Consumption ? 

I am clearly of that Opinion. Previous to the free d'rade, British Manufartures, 
especially Cotton Goods, were hardly known to the Indian Islands. Since 
that Period the Quantity has been yearly increasing ; and I can answer, as far 
as the Population of Java is concerned, that it is rare now to see a Native oi tli<' 
Country, above the Rank of a mere Peasant, or a Chinese t)t anv I)e,/:iipiion, 
who has not some Portion of his Dress of British Cotton Manuiacture ; aiul very 
often he has a considerable Portion of his Dress of the Woollen Fabrics of this 
Countr^. 

Independently of the Advantage which yon have idreidy stall'd, in your Opi- 
nion, would arise from the British Ship; engaged in free Trade with the Indian 
Islands being permitted to touch at the Fort of Canton, would it he an additional 
Advantage to them to be enabled to touch at anv South American or other 
Port in their outward-bound Voyage, from w'hich they are now liy Law prohi- 
bited ? 

Yes, most certainly; they can bring from South and North America Commo- 
dities peculiarly suited to the Market of China ; such as Specie, Copper, and 
Furs. In such a Trade as this, there is all the Advantage anil Lconomy of a 
double Voyage. 

State what would be the comparative Freight of the Americans, as compared 
with the Ships of the East India (Company ? 

The Freights of the East India Company arc somewhat more than double thosi 
of the Americans. 

Have you reason to think that our Trade with Japan would have increased if 
we had retained Possession of the Island of Java ? 

Could we have removed the Dutch Factory at Nang.i aki, and thrown the 
Trade open to individual Adventurers, I have no Di ubt liiat tlic Discretion and 
Intelligence of our Merchants would in Time have succeeded in establishing u 
Commerce whit that Empire. 

Amongst the many Advantages likely to arise from our possessiitg a Station 
in the Indian Archipelago, do you anticipate that one will be the Establlshmem 
of an Intercourse with Japan ? 

l-Vovided the Dutch, as far as the Intercourse; with Japan is concerned, reverted 
to the Principles of free Trade, or supposing the Possibility of a Revolution in 
the Policy of the Japanese Government, I think our I^)ssession of a Station so 
near to the Japanese Islands as the Indian Archipelago, would certainly facilitate 
the Way to such an Intercourse ; but without tiiose I’wo Concomitants, I see 
no Prospect of it. 

What arc or might be the princip'al Articles of Export from Japan ; 'and to 
what Markets would they be suited ? 

In the Event of an Intercourse with the numerous, spirited, and wealthy Po- 

pulatioti 
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pulation of Japan, I consider that we never could want Returns for the Invest- 
ments sent to that Country. The principal Articles would be Copper, (w^ch is 
of the finest Quality of* any in the World), Tuitenague, Gold, Silver, and Cam- 
phor ; almost all the Camphor in the World is brought from Japan. 

Although the East India Company have the Monopoly of the whole China 
Trade, you have mentioned that there are only Two Articles which we import 
from thence, viz. Tea and Silk, and only Two principal Articles of Export from 
hence to them, viz. Tin and Woollens ? 

Tea, Silk, and Nankeens are the principal Articles of Import into this Country, 
and as far as I remember, the only Staple Articles of Export are Woollens and 
Tin. 

• Do you conceive that the Articles of Tin*and Woollens are both advantageous 
Articles of Commerce to the East India Company ? 

I am told there*is,a Ppfit made upon the Woollens, but it is difficult to say, 
as they are bartered for Black Tea ; as for Tin, there must be a great Loss upon 
this Article, because Tin is dearer in the Market of London by much than in the 
Market of Canton ; and because the Cost of producing Cornish Tin is Two- 
thirds greater than that of the I'in of Banca, and the other Ports of the Indian 
Islands, which go to Canton, while the Metal is of inferior Value, always bringing 
a lowet Price in the Chinese Market. 

Qan you say what is the Inducement then of the Company to deal in such an 
Article of Traffic as that ? 

The East India Company were bound by Law, in their former Charter, to ex- 
port a certain Quantity of Tin ; they still sent^Tin to China, although I am not 
sure whether, by the existing Charter, they afe bound to do so. 

Then you conceive that this Export of Tin is nat a voluntary Export on the 
Part of the East India Company, as a beneficial Article of Trade ? 

Certainly 1 am of that Opinion ; neither the East India Company nor any 
Merchant could be supposed capable of such a Thing as exporting Tin from 
a Country where it is dearer than in the Market to which he is sending it. 

« 

Then the whole of our Export Trade as at present carried on by the Company 
to Canton, consisting of Two Articles only, one is a very losing Article of Trade 
to that Company, but they are forced to deal in it ? 

I believe so ; though I am n®t certain, as I have already stated, whether the Ex- 
portation by the existing Charter be compulsory or. otherwise. 

You have however stated in your Evidence, that there are a Variety of other 
Articles that might be beneficially exported to Canton, and to its Depen- 
dencies, from this Country, and which they at present get by means of the 
Americans ? 

I am of that Opinion. China is the greatest, the richest, and the most popu- 
lous Nation of Asia ; its Inhabitants fond of Commerce, and known to be with- 
out Prejudice respecting the Use of Foreign Commodities. It cannot be, there- 
fore, but that there must be a great Consumption of the Staple Manufactures of 
this Country in China, if a free Trade existed with that Country. 

• 

Is there not such a Consumption now, though going to them circuitously ? 

. I am told, byt cannot speak from my own Knowledge, that the Americans are 
at present exporting large Quantities of British Manufactures to China. 

Do not you conceive it to be a notorious Commercial Fact, although you 
cannot speak from your own Knowledge, that those Articles of Manufacture here 
are exported by means of the Americans ? * . 

I believe it is perfectly well understood by many Merchants in the City, that 
many valuable Cargoes of British Manufactures have been exported from this 
Country for China, in American Bottoms, within these last few Months. 
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Do not you believe that there is a very extensive Contract at this Moment 
executing in this Country for China, ‘through the Intervention ol the 
Americans ? 

I have been told so, and believe it. 

Do you know any Cause why this Trade, which is carried on by other Nations, 
could not be equally carried on by our East India Company ? 

I know no Reason but the general one, that a Joint Stock Company wants 
all the Intelligence, Activity, and Economy which belongs to a private 
Merchant. 

Then the Company, by their present Charter, keep the private Merchants 
of this Country out of a beneficial Trade, which they do not enjoy them- 
selves ? 

They keep the private Merchant out of a great deal of the Field which they 
cannot themselves occupy ; their own Trade, like all Monopoly Trades, is of 
course a heavy Tax upon the Consumer. 

Have not the Industry of our Manufacturers, and the Energy of our Mer- 
chants, been too strong for this Monopoly ; and have not our Manufacturers 
forced their Way to Canton, in Spite of this Monopoly, through other 
Bottoms ? 

Our Merchants are completely cut out, because the Monopoly is a very close 
one ; but through the Skill of our Manufacturers, our manufactured Wares are 
so cheap that they find their Way to Canton by the indirect Channel’ oi the 
Americans and others, but of course in much smaller Quantity than could be 
exported in a free and fair Trade ^directly from this Country. 

Then, so far as our Manufactures have found their Way, their Monopoly 
has deprived us of the Carrying Trade ? 

Certainly. 

Would not you then consider, as far as the Question of the Extension of this 
Trade to general Merchants would go, that it is a Question not between the 
general Merchant and the East India Company only, but a Question between 
our own general Merchants and the Americans '■> 

Yes. 

• 

When you talked of the Trade carried on in our Manufactures in American 
Bottoms, did you mean to say that they take our Manufactures direct to 
Canton and to those Islands, or that there was any intermediate Place at which 
they called ? 

1 have no precise Information to offer with respect to that Question. I have 
understood they have cleared out for Gibraltar or Malta, and sailed even- 
tually for China. By the Lists of the Cargoes which I have seen 1 could have 
no Doubt, from the Nature of the Articles, that they were intended for the 
peculiar Market of China. 

You mean to say that our Manufactures went direct from hence to the Chinese 
Market in American Vessels, under Colour of a Clearance for another Port ? 

I believe so. 

Do you think there is any thing in the Law to prevent an American, if he 
pleased it, clearing out boni fide and direct from hence for Canton, with any 
Cargo whatever ? 

I am not competent to speak to that. 

Do you not conceive that the large Quantity of disposable Shipping which the 
Americans possessed after they ceased to be the Carriers of the World, must 
have afforded peculiar Facilities ^nd Inducements to them in opening a Trade 
with China? 

No Doubt it did ; but had we been placed upon the same Terms with the 
Americans, as we shared the Commerce of the World between us, we should 
have had the same Advantages. 

Do 
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Do not you think that the great Command of unemployed Shipping that they Crmufnrd, llsij. 

at that 'l''ime had must have afFofded an extraordinary Impulse to rfhat 

Trade ? 

Yes, I have no Doubt of it; yet that Trade was extensive during the War 
when they had the principal Carrying Trade of the World. 

Do you conceive that that Impulse has been since at all diminished by the 
Decay of the Shipping that they had at the Commencement of the increased 
'I’rade to which you have referred in a former Part of your Evidence ? 

I have seen written Documents said to have been framed by the American 
Consul at Canton, Mr. Wilcox, which will give a clear Answer to this Question ; 
as far as I can charge my Memory with Figures, in the Year 1817-18 the Ame- 
ritjan Imports are made by that Document no appear about Seven Millions of 
Spanish Dollars; in the last Year, 1818-19, they are stated at 10,250,000 
Dollars. I have seen the Accounts of the American Trade at Canton for a 
long Series of Ycars,‘and’, with the Exception of the Period of the War with 
Great Britain, there appears from them a constant Increase-of the Trade. 

The Witness is directed to withdraw. 

Ordered, That this Committee be adjourned till To-morrow, Twelve o’Clock. 
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Die Martis, 20'' Junii 1820. 


ROBERT MORRIS Esquire is called in, and examined as follows : 


JR. Morris, Esq. What has been your Occupation and Profession ? 

My Profession is that of a Merchant of Batavia. 

Have you, in the Exercise of that Profession, resided during any, considerable 
Period of Time in the East ? 

I have, perhaps not for a considerable Period, but for Two Years and a Half 
on the Island of Java. 

Have you resided in any other Eastern Countries ? 

No. 

During what Period did the Residence you describe in the Island of Java take 
place ? 

During the British Administration in the Years 1814 aiid 1815, also during 
the Dutch Administration of 1818 and 1819. 

During that Period was there any considerable Demand for British Manu- 
factures, in the Island of Java, or in other Parts of the East connected with 
it ? 

A very considerable Demand, and of late an increasing Demand. 

Are you of Opinion that under favourable Circumstances, that Demand would 
still further increase ? 

I think it would. 

State to the Committee what, in your Judgment, are the Impediments, if there 
are any Impediments, to that further Increase ? 

I am not aware that any Impediment exists, which it is in the Power of the Bri- 
tish Legislature or the British Government to remove ; the existing Duties on 
British Manufactures are heavy, and act rather as a Drawback on their general 
Consumption, but British Manufactures are making their Way, and their Con- 
sumption certainly is on the Increase. 

• 

By existing Duties, you mean Duties imposed by the Dutch Government of 
Java ? 

I do. 

o 

Do you conceive that the Removal of the Restrictions still existing upon the 
British free Trade in the East would tend to increase the Demand for such Com- 
modities ? 

In those particular Regions, the Trade of which I have become acquainted 
with, I am not aware of any Impediments existing to the free Trade amongst the 
Islands of the Eastern Archipelago. 

Are you not aware that Vessels of a particular Size and Description only can 
trade within those geographical Limits ? 

From Britain I am perfectly aware that the Limit is 350 Tons. 


Do 
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Do you conceive then that no Facility would be afforded to British free 
Trade with the Countries to which you have alluded, were Vessels of a smaller 
Burthen allowed freely to navigate in those Seas ? 

With Deference to your Lorships, from my little Experience of the Sea and 
those Regions, I conceive that a Vessel under that Limit is not so well calculated 
for the Eastern Trade generally, or the Passage round the Cape of Good 
Hope. 

Do not the Subjects of the United States carry on a considerable Trade in 
those Seas, and frequently in Vessels under that Size ? 

They -do. 

• Do you not then conceive their Trade to* be an advantageous one, with the 
Benefit of that Freedom ? 

The American ,T/ade of late has been very extensive, but 1 conceive not 
advantageous to that Nation ; and I will stale the Gre^ynds why I conceive it is 
not. 1 have a Statement of the Number of American Ships entering the Port of 
Batavia, alsy of the Number of British Ships, the general Result of which I 
would beg to state to your Lordships. On a comparative View for Six Months, 
commencing from the Month of March to the Month of August inclusive, of the 
past Year, 1819. the Number of British Ships of all Descriptions (square-rigged 
Vessels.) whicli entered the Port of Batavia was Thirty-four, the Aggregate of 
theii; 'fopnage w:as 10,21 1 ; for the same Period the Number of American Ships 
entering the P('rt of Batavia was Fifty Sail of square-rigged Vessels, the Aggre- 
gate of whose Tonnage was 14,952. From the Month of March to'the Month 
of August is the most active Season for Commerce in those Regions, according 
to the Monsoons. 'Che Americans bring Bullion, generally sailing without any 
outward Investment; they generally carry Dollars; they have lately, by the general 
Competition of other Nations, been compelled to pay very high Prices for 
Produce, and 1 believe, generally speaking, have made very bad Voyages ; the 
Britisl 1 on the other Hand imiiorting manufactured Goods wdiich have generally 
sold at a Profit, enter the Market I conceive with greater Advantages ; there- 
fore I iiiiiik that thi; Americans cannot be said to have carried on an advanta- 
geous though (cnainlv a very r'Mensive 'J'rade. 1 have a Continuation for 
I'hree Month, longer, for September, October, and November, but having 
quitted B.atavia early in December 1 could not bring it down later ; the Total 
for the Nine Montlis shews Fifty Sail ol English Vessels and Sixty Sail of 
American Vessels, the I'pnnage of the former being 15,539, the Tonnage of the 
latter 18,21)5. ^ should observe the Description of Bvitish Ships includes also 

^h‘ssel'. hom Bengal, usually employed in what is called the Country Trade, 
which i . exR?nsive ; the Average 'Burthen of each British .Ship lor that Period 
is 310 Ions, the 2\v'’rage Size of the Ameiican Vessels lor the same Period is 
304 Tons. 

] low do you account for the American Trade continuing to the Extent you have 
described, if it is carried on without Profit i* 

ifi the Expectation of its becoming more advantageous, of Java Produce 
becoming lower. Very considerable Fortunes were made by American Traders in 
the preceding Years of 1816 and 1817, which gave the Spur, 1 conceive, to the 
'J’wo succeeding ^Vt ars, 

The Observations you liavc made respecting the State of the American 
Trade as to Profits, 'apply exclusively to the American Trade with the Island 
of Java ? 

Certainly ; my Experience does not extend beyond the Island of Java, and is 
mostly confined to Batavia. 
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Can you give the Committee any Information respecting tlie Trade of 
Canton ? 

Not from local Knowledge ; we have made an Experiment of the Trade from 
Java to Canton, having sent one Sliip to Canton loaded with Java Produce, or 
what is called Malay Produce ; the Result of the Voyage has not perhaps 
answered our Expectations entirely ; but it shews, that properly managed, an ad- 
vantageous 'I'rade might be carried on between Java and China by Europeans, 
which has hitherto been carried on by the Chinese. 

Do you not conceive that it would afford Facility to the British Trade with Java, 
if Ships carrying it on were permitted to touch at die Port of Canton, for the 
Purpose of freighting their Ships ? 

Certainly ; upon the general Prmciple, that the more Liberty the British 
Trade has, the more Markets are afforded, and the better Chance of a favourable 
one. 

Are not the Commodities imported or importable from Java, and other Parts of 
the East, into this Country, of a Nature and a Bulk such as frequently to require a 
great Variety to make up a Cargo ? 

They arc ; but the Produce of Java Is more particularly adapted to the Conti- 
nental Consumers than to the Wants of this Country. 

You mean by Continental Consumers, European Continental Consumers^ 

Yes; Coffee, Sugar, &c. which generally find their Way to the Con- 
tinent ; if they came to this Country it would be only for the Purpose of 
Exportation. 

Would it not, therefore, he a great Facility to Sliips engaged in the Supply of 
the Continent of Europe with Articles the Product of Java, if they were enabled 
at the same 'Eimc to supply it with T'ea and other Articles, the Produce of 
China ? 

I think it would, certainly. 

Can you state the average Tonnage of the American Vessels at Batavia ; can 
you state the highest and the lowest ? 

The larg(‘st American Ship w hich 1 have seen in the Roads ol Batavia was 619 
Tons ; the .smallest Ve.ssel W'as 187. 

Do you conceive there is any artificial Cause, besides (ho Expectation of Profit, 
that first induced the Americans to form such extensive commercial Relations 
with China ? , 

I am not perfectly acquainted with the Trade from America to Cliina ; it has 
not come within ray Observation, and tliercfore I regret not being able to answer 
that Question. 

Have you any Paper respecting the Duties imposed on British Manufactures by 
the Dutch ? ^ 

1 can lay before the Committee an English I'ranslation of the general Regula- 
tions of the Nctherlancl’s Government for the Trade of Java and of the neighbour- 
ing Elands. 

You have no Doubt of their being correct ? 

I believe they are perfectly correct. 


• The Witness delivers in the same. 
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ALIEN LAW. 


WHEREAS Experience having taught that the Rules and Regulations, with R. Morris, Esq. 

regard to the Arrival at, the Stay on, and the Departure from this Island, are in 

part incomplete and insufficient, and in part become useless; and wishing to pro- 
mote the public Gooci and the Welfare of the Citizens of these Possessions, so 
w'c have seen fit to decree, as we decree by these : 

Art. I. 'I'he ,Cofnuian^ers, whether of Netherlands or other Vessels, coming 
from f '.urop:', America, or any of the Possessions of European Powers in Asia or 
Africa, are bound, immediately on their Arrival in the Roads, to fill up a 
blank l’orin,givt'” them by rhe Harbour-master, to contain the Name. Age, Pro- 
fession, t'.ountry, and last Place’ of Residence of each Passenger on board. 

Art. 2. The Harbour-master shall send this Form, so filled up, to the 
Bailieu.' * 

AVt. No Passenger may debark or come on Shore before the above-men- 
tioned Blank is filled up. * 

Art. 4. 'Tlie Passengers on the Day of their coming on Shore shall attend at 
the Office of the BaUiff, and deliver their Passports or any Papers of that Na- 
ture which they may possess. 

Art. 5. No persons whatever, Tavern-keepers or private Individuals, arc at 
liberty tg receive in their Houses, or to entertain Persons thus arriving, without 
reporting thereof to the Bailiffi, upon pain of the Forfeiture of 300 Guilders. 

Art. fi. d’he Bailiff shall place such Persons as are not provided with Pass- 
ports or Papers of that Nature under the neces.sary Charge of the Police. 

Art. 7. The Bailiff shall report such Persons to the Governor General, and 
attend his Orders. . 

Art. 8. Whenever the Governor General shall .see fit to permit such Persons 
to remaii' in c'r about Batavia, the Bailiff shall give them a written Permission to 
remain then during the Time fixed by the Governor General, at the Termi- 
nation of which, further Petition for a longer Stay must be made. 

Art. 9. Whenever the Governor General considers that Permission to remain 
ought not to he granted to Persons arriving here, he shall give such Orders as 
shall be deemed serviceable, and the Commander of the Ship in which the Person 
came, is bound, on hi.s Departure, to take him with him. 

Art. 10. No Persons above referred to are permitted to go beyond the En- 
virons of Batavia, much less to travel from one Place to another through the 
Island, without previously having requested and obtained Permi*ion from the 
Governor Genenil, whilst by this, all Post-masters, Livery-stablemen, Tavrn- 
Reepers, and oih*er Persons, are expressly forbidden conveying or entertaining 
Strangers who are not provided with such Permission, on pain of a Penalty of 
300 Guilders. 

Art. II. The Tavern-keepers, or other Persons, who receive Travellers, must 
make known their Arrival to the local Authority, whether they be provided 
with Passports or not, and in the lirst Case present the Passports for counter- 
signing. 


Art. 12. 
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R. Morns, Es(j. Art- 12. The above-mentioned Persons shall visit no other Place or Places 
thair such as are mentioned in the Passport ; nor is any Resident or other civil 
Servant permitted to grant another, or to make any Alteration in the one granted, 
upon pain of the Forfeiture of their Place. 

Art. 13. No one may establish himself on Java, without the . express Permis- 
sion of the Governor General. 

Art. 14. To obtain Permission for Establishment on Java, a Petition must be 
presented to the Governor General, with a Relation of all the Circumstances, 
Delivery of the Passports and other Papers, and the Developemeht of the Peti- 
tioners definite Plans. 

Art. 15. Whenever the J’etitioncr shall be permitted to establish himself on 
Java, a suitable Act must be issued to him. 

Art. 16- This Act must be registered at the Bureau of the Place where the 
new Inhabitant wishes to fix himself, he being bound to give in to the local Au- 
thority or Magistrate the Oath of Allegiance to Hi.s Majesty, to the Governor-Ge- 
neral, and of Obedience to the Laws and Regulations ; of which Oath mention 
shall be made upon said Act. 

Art. 17. The e.stablished Citizens of Java are at Liberty to travel through the 
Island, and wishing so to do, shall call on the Resident or Magistrate ifor a 
travelling Pass, which he may not refuse to grant. 

Art. 18. Citizens travelling shall be bound to exhibit their Passports to the 
Residents of the Places through which they pass. 

Art. 19. Citizens established on Java, wishing to leave it, shall be bound pub- 
licly to make known their Intention by Advertisement in the Batavia Gazette, at 
least Six Weeks before their Departure, to the End that each one may govern 
himself accordingly relative to unsettled Concerns. 

Art. 20. The established Citizens who wish to leave Java, and give Evidence 
of having fulfilled the Requisitions of the last Article, as well as each one w'ho 
may wish to absent himself for a certain Lengtli of l ime, shall be provided by 
the Magistrate or Resident of the Places of their Residences with Passports, 
which they must exhibit to the Magistrate or Resident of the Place of their Em- 
barkation, and there have registered. 

Art. 21. All Commanders of Vessels are forbidden to convey .any Persons from 
this Island who are not provided wdth suitable Passports, on Penalty of a I’ine of 
1,000 Guilders, for the Payment of which the Ve.ssel and Cargo are declared 
bound. 

Art. 22. In every Instance, when the Re.sident or Magistrate grants a Passport 
for leaving this Island, he shall acquaint the Governor-General thereof. 

Batavia, 28th August, 1818. 

Commissioners General for Netherlands, India. 

Per Order, 

'I'he Secretary General, 
(Signed) R. D’OZY. 


REGULATION 
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HEGULATIOJs' for levying the Import and Export Duties in Java and Madura^ 
to take Effect from and after the ist November, i8i8. 

Harbours open for Vessels. 

Art. I. Vessels coming from Europe, America, or any of the Possessions of 
European Powers in Asia or Africa, may enter no other Harbour than that of 
Batavia. These Vessels must also enter and discharge their Cargoes at Batavia, 
unless, for particular Reasons, Permission is given by the Supreme Government to 
enter and discharge at Samarang or Sourabaya. 

•Art. 2. Vessels departing for Places mentioned above, may clear out at Batavia, 
Samarang or Sourabaya, as they choose, provided they have taken in all their Cargo 
at the Place where th^y clear out. 

Art. 3. None of the Vessels referred to above may tou'ch at any other Harbou*" 
or Place on Java or Madura, much less discharge or take in Goods there, except 
by express Permission from the Supreme Government. 

Art. 4. The Chinese Jonks shall be admitted at Batavia only. 

Art. 5. Vessels belonging to the Inhabitants of Java and Madura, or of any 
other Places situated in the Itasiern Seas, and under Netherlands Jurisdiction, as 
w'ell ^s aH Vessels belonging to Indian Princes and Nations with whom the Nether- 
lands Government is in Amity, may enter and leave the Harbours of Java and 
Madura, submitting themselves to existing Rules and Regulations. These Vessels 
sailing to Europe, America, or the Possessions*of European Powers in Asia and 
Africa, are subject as'othcr Ships, to the Requisitions of Art. i, 2, & 3. 

The Payment of and Freedom from Duties on Imports and Exports in general. 

Art. (>. The Import and Export Duties must be paid on all Goods brought to 
or taken from Java and Madura, with the Exception only of such as a^'e by this . 
J^cgulation expressly dcclaicd free, and according to Rules and Regulations further 
ro be made. 

Art. 7. The Duties must be paid so often as the Goods go from or come to 

Java and Madura, to or from Places situated out of these Islands. 

• 

Art. 8. Goods taken from one Place to another on Java and Madura are not 
subject to the Import antlT.x^ort Duties — keeping in view however the Regulations 
for the coasting 'I’rademade or to be made ; the Commanders of such Vessels shall 
however be bound to deposit the Export Duties or produce satisfactory Security 
for their Payment, before they can legally discharge at the Place on Java or Madura, 

to which they are bound. 

• 

Alt. 9. Ships putting in, in Distrers, or those bound to Places situated out of 
Java and Madura, and anchoring in the Roads, pay no Import Duties, except on 
such Goods as they may be obliged to discharge or sell. These Discharges, how- 
ever, may not take place, except by express Permission from the Supreme Govern- 
ment or local Magistrates, and under the necessary Inspection. 

Art. 10. Goods shipped from one Vessel qn board another lying in the Roads, 
ijlre subject to th<? same Import and Export Duties as’other Goods — ^moreover such 
Transfer may not take place without Permission, as before, and under the need- 
ful Inspection. 

Art. 1 1 . No Duties arc levied on Goods imported for Exportation, provided 
such Intention is made known before their Discharge, — the Goods themselves sent 
to the public Stores at Batavia, — a Payment made of 2 per Cent, on their estimated 
Value, and of a reasonable Storerent. The Goods may remain there one Year, 
at the termination of which Time the usual Import Duties must be paid. 


1 . 
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Art. 12. The following Articles are declared free of Import Dulicb : 

Coined Gold and Silver. 

Manufactured Gold and Silver Bars, &c. 

Horses, Cattle, Sheep, Goats. 

Jewels and precious Stones. 

Baggage of the Military. 

Baggage of seafaring Persons and Passengers, with the Understanding that 
the Articles cannot be considered Objects of Trade. 

Art. 13. The following Articles are declared free of Export Duties : 

Coined Gold and Silver. 

Salt. 

Jewels and precious Stones. 

Baggage of seafaring Persons, Military and Passengers, under the Regu- 
lation of the foregoing Article. 

Rations and Provisions for the Support of the Land Forces, and for the 
Use of the Ship’s Equipages, on board the Royal Netherlands or Indian 
Slvps of War. 

Art. 14. The Import and Export Duties must be paid in Silver Coin, declared 
current by the Supreme Government of Netherlands India, and at the Value fixed 
by them. 

The Amount of Import and Export Duties y and contraband Trade. 

Art. 15. The Amount of the Import and Export Duties shall be determined 
fso soon as that can be done with "Exactness,) by a prepared Schedule of all such 
Goods as are subject to such Duties. 

Art. 16. For so long a;, this Schedule shall not be formed and published, the 
Money Value of the G’oods, as expressed in ihe Invoice of Shipment, shall be the 
Basis on which the Import Duties are to be levied. 

Of this* Value increased by the Addition of 30 per Cent, mu^t be paid : 

By Netherlands Vessels, 6 per Cent. ‘ 

By Foreign Vessels cleared out in the Netherlands, 9 per Cent. 

By Foreign Vessels coming from Foreign Ports, 1 2 per Cent. 

all with Regard to Foreign Vessels, for so far a:^ no dilTcirm Arrangements shall 
have been entered into by His Majesty and any of the Foreign Pdwers. 

Art 17. Whenever thePiiccs of the Goods, according to the Invoice, arc en- 
tered too low in comparison jvith other Cfoods arrived with Piices Current, or 
with other known Criterions, the Person entering them is at Liberty to hand in 
an improved and more correct Statement. The Collector is in duty bound lo 
consider and take the Opinion of the Water Fiscal upon this Statement. • 

Art. 18. When the Person interested refuses to give in such corrected State- 
ment, or in case he declares that he possests no Invoice, the Import and Export 
Duties must be calculated and paid according to the Market Prices of the Day, 
upon which, according to Law, the Statement must be presented. 

Art. 19. Intlian Goods brought by Vessels of the Natives, shall pay the Im- 
port Duties on the Amount at which they are valued. 

Art. 20. Goods brought by Chinese Jonks are not included in the foregoing 
Regulations, but must pay the Import Duties according to the following 
Standard : ^ ^ 

A large Jonk from Nympho ----/. 6,000 

A small ditto ditto . . . . 4,000 

A large Jonk from Canton .... 5,000 

A small ditto ditto .... •^,000 

A large Jonk from Eymuy . . - . . 4,000 

A small ditto ditto . 2,000 

upoi 
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upon the Payment -of which, the whole Cargo brought by those Jonks iflay be 
freely landed, with this Understanding, however, that in this Cargo there are 
not included European Goods or Productions, nor Goods originally from the 
West of India, which, however, they are permitted to bring, but the Import Du- 
ties on which must be paid according to the foregoing Regulations. 

Arc. 21. For so long as the Schedule referred to in Art. 1 5. is not prepared 
and published, the Value of the Goods shall be fixed by the Market Prices on 
the Day of Entry for Exportation. 

On fhis Value must be paid, 

la Netherlands Ships, 6 per Cent. . 

In Foreign Ships bound to the Netherlands, 9 per Cent. 

In Foreign Ships bound to Foreign Ports, 1 2 per Cent. 

All witli regard* to Foreign Ships, provided no different Arrangements shall have 
been entered into, between His Majesty and any of the Foreign Powers. 

Art. 22.^ In the foregoing Regulations are not included the following Goods, 
which are subject to permanent Export Duties as follows : 


• • 

• • 

In 

Netherlands 

Ships. 

In roreip;fj 
Ships to 
the 

Netherlands 

In Foreign 
Shi])s 
bound 
elsewhere. 

Coffee, per Picul of 125 lbs. - - . - 

f 2 

/3 


/ 4 

Pepper, ditto ditto * - - - - 

] 

I 

*5 

2 

Sugar, ditto ditto .... 

I 

1 

15 

2 

Arrack, per Legger of 388 Jugs, 





ist Quality ..... 

10 

10 


10 

2J ditto * - - - . . 

8 

8 


8 

3d ditto - - ... 

6 

6 


6 

Rice, per Coyang - - ^ - 

3 

3 


3 

Horse, per head - .... 

to 

2o 


20 


Art. 23. Foreign Ships bound to the Netherlands, shall, besides paying their 
regular Duties, deposit at the Custom House the Surplus which must be paid by 
Foreign Ships destined elsewhere, and which Surplus shall be refunded them on 
their Arrival in the Netherlands. 

Art. 24. The Importation, Exportation, as well as Transportation, over Land 
of any Sort of Ammunitions of War, is rigidly forbidden, unless* an express Per- 
mission be granted by the Governor General. 

Alt. 25. The Importation of Cloves, Nutmegs, and Mace, foi* account of In- 
dividuals, is forbidden. 

/ 

Art. 26. Opium, whether Bengal or Levant, may not be imported in a less 
Quantify than a whole Chest, weighing at least 1 2 5 Pounds. 

No Opium may be imported from one Place to another without express Permis- 
sion from the Water Fiscal. 

No one is at liberty to buy or sell a less Quantity of Opium, excepting of and 
to the Farmer. ^ ^ o 

No Chest may be opened, except in the Presence of the Water Fiscal and Farmer 
or some one acting for them. * 


R. Morris, Esy, 
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t. Munis, Esq. Art. 27. In this Regulation, by Netherland Ships, is understood such Vessels 

— as are the Property of Citizens of Netherland or Netherlands India, and regularly 

brought and sailing under the Netherlands b lag. 

At the Termination of a Period hereafter to be defined, the Privileges granted 
to Netherlands Ships shall be enjoyed only by such as are built ia Netherland or 
Netherlands India. 

Art. 28. Vessels belonging to Indian Piinces, or Nations on friendly Terms with 
the Netherlands Government, are placed on the same Footing with Netherlands 
Vessels. 


Requisitions on enieting, and of discharging and loading Goods. 

Art. 29. The Captain, Chief Officer, and Supercargo (if there be one) must, 
within 24 Hours after their Arrival in the Roads, deliver , at the *01181001 House, or 
to an Officer who may be thereto appointed, a signed Declaration or Certificate, 
containing an Account or List of all Goods on board, and expressing their Sort, 
Quality and Quantity, according to the following Form : 

WE the undersigned ariiving from with the 

Ship declare under Oath, that to the best of our Knowledge, 

we have not brought within the Jurisdiction of Java, any other or more 
Goods, Wares, and Merchandize, than are found expressed in the follow- 
ing general Statement ; that no Deception, with our Knowledge, is prac- 
tised, no Goods concealed, nor any Plans formed, or Exertions made, to 
defraud or evade the Public Dues. 

Goods bn board are the following : 

N. N. 

N. N. 

Art. 30. The above-mentioned Persons must produce at the Custom House the 
original Ships Papers, viz. the Register, the Sea Letter, the Commission, the Mani- 
fest, the Clearance, the Invoice or Invoices. 

Art. 31. No one may discharge imported Goods, nor take in any intended for 
Exportation, nor transport them in any Vessels before they are entered at the 
Custom House, and a Permit is received. 

$ 

Art. 32. The Regulation of the last Article has Reference also to such Goods 
as pay no Duties, for the Transportation of which a Consent Billet shall be 
obtained. 

Art. 33. The Entry must be made in Writing, signed by the Captain, Super- 
cargo or Merchant, or their Agents, for which Act, however, the Principal re- 
mains answerable. 

Art. 34. The Entry and the Request to discharge or load, must contain an 
exact Statement of the Goods which are wished to be loaded or discharged, with 
their proper Names, and expressing the Sort, Quality, Quantity, Weight, or Mea- 
sure of the saine, as also the Marks and Numbers of each Package. 

Further the Name of the Ship and Captain, wherewith as well as the Place 
wherefrom, or “to which the Goods came or arc to be sent ; and finally of the 

Merchant to whom they are consigned* or by whom they are sent. 

• 

Art. 35. The Payment of the Duties must be made to the Collector immedi- 
ately on their being regulated according to the Entry, unless he secs fit at his own 
Risk to accept Security, while at all Events the Payment must be made within a 
Mniith after the Discharge. 

Art. 36. After the Payment is made, or Security given, ihere shall be granted 
to the Person entering, a Loading or Discharge Permit, either for the whole Cargo 
or for separate Quantity, and upon which Permit the Time shall be expressed 
within which the Goods must be loaded or discharged. 


Art. 37. 
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Art. 37. For Goods not subject to Duties a Consent-billet will be granted. Murris, Kkj 

Art. 38. There may be no Loading or Discharging on Sundays and Holydays, 
except by express Permission of the Water Fiscal. Before Sunrise and after 
Sunset, all Loading and Discharging is forbidden. 

Art. 39. Nb one may transport any Goods to load or discharge on other than 
the usual Waters. The Masters, &c. of Prauws, Chiampangs, Tjuniers, and other 
Vessels, are particularly forbidden to transport in or out of any Rivers, Creeks, or 
other Streams, Goods which they take or bring from on board any Ships, or even 
to take in or unload such on the Beach. 

Art. 40. No Goods may be discharged, loaded, or transported, unless accom- 
panied by the Permits or Consent Billets. 

Art. 41. In case a Permit to load or discharge is given for a whole Cargo, the 
same, in case of 'Transportation, must be accompanied by a separate Statement, 
signed by the Captain or other Person, who is charged with taking in or unload- 
ing, containing the exact Account of the Goods sent by each Pr^w or Vessel, 
with the Marks and Numbers of each Package. 

Art. 42, These Permits, and before referred to Statements, shall be given in at 
the Custom House, and countersigned by the Collector. 

Art. 4^. The Custom House OlEcers are obliged to visit the transported Goods, 
and toA;ompare them with their accompanying Papers, and in case of the Breach 
of Laws, to seize them. 

They are also authorized to be present at the loading or discharging of Cargoes, 
and to make such Examinations on board the’Ships as may be necessary for secur- 
ing the public Rights., 

I'hey are, however, most rigidly forbidden to vex, annoy, or oppress the Mer- 
chants, Captains, or Seamen ; but on the contrary are admonished and bound to 
render'prompt Assistance to each, to give every useful Information, and do all in 
their Power for the Promotion of honourable Trade. 

Art. 44. With a View to rendgring every possible Assistance to Commerce 
and commercial Men, it is permitted that these may amend or correct Abuses 
they may have experienced, so long as the Permits are not given up, or any 
Seizure of Goods been made. • 

Art. 45. They are further at liberty (to the End of preventing Abuses,) to 
require, that the Goods entered by them be counted, measured, or weighed, 
by thereto sworn Individuals, while themselves sustain the Costs. 

Art. 46. The Captain or Merchant, after having regularly entered Goods for 
Exportation or Importation, may leave the Calculation of the Duties to the public 
Officers, and it shall suffice him if he pay accordingly, unless they have com- 
bined together to defraud the Public, and in all Cases, the Accountability of the 
public Officers is maintained. 

Art. 47. Duties on Goods damaged on the Voyage of Importation, shall be 
paid on a Value, to be estimated by capable Judges. 

The Departure of Vessels for Sea. 

Art. 48. A Captain, wishing to put to Sea, shall make it known at the 
Custom House, and give over in Duplicate, the Manifest of his Cargo, and with 
all the Permits received by him. 

Art. 49. The Collector is bound as speedily as possible <0 compare this Mani- 
fest, and th^oading Permits thereof, with his Books, and Ending all to agree, he 
shall affix to the Manifest a Certiheate that all public Dues are paid, and further 
that all is perftMrmed required by the Laws. 

Art. 50. The Collector is further bound, in case the Captain had arrived here 
before with a Cargo, to give him a Certificate of h’s having also paid the Import 
Duties on the same, and performed all Requisitions relative thereto. 
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Jl. Morris, Esq. Tjje Collector shall give for Ships clearing out for the Netherlands, a Certificate 
that to the Fulfilment of the Requisitions of Article 22 of this Regulation, there has 
been deposited at his Office the Surplus Duties which a Foreign Ship, bound else- 
where, would have to pay. 

Art. 51. To Commanders bound to the Netherlands shall be given Certificates 
of their having paid the Export Duties on those particular Goods which are noted 
in the Manifest, to the end that these may be entitled to the Advantages of the 
Goods free of Duties in the Netherlands. 

Art. 52. The Commander is bound to lay these Papers before the Water 
Fiscal, who will act upon them according to his Instructions, and sign, as having 
seen them. 

Art. 53. After these Papers shall have been returned to the- Captain, he and the 
Chief Officer, with the Supercargo (if there be one), shall give into the Magis- 
trate or Resident, under Oath, the following Affidavit. : 

WE th* undersigned departing for with the 

Ship certify under Oath, that to the best of our 

Knowledge, no other or more Goods, Wares or Merchandize, have been 
shipped onboard the Vessel under our Charge, than are contained in the 
Manifest made up by us, and examined by the Collector and Water fiscal ; 
and that, so far as we know, no Fraud has been practised, no Goods on 
board concealed, nor any Plans formed or Exertions made to defraud or 
evade the public Dues, — further promising solemnly and sincerely that we 
will take no other or more Goods on board our abovementioned Ship, 
without giving the requisite Account thereof at the C'.ustom House, and 
which shall appear by the Permits to be received for luch after Shipment, 
and to the b«t of our Knowledge, without thereby diminishing the 
Public Dues, 

N. N. 

N. N. 

N. N. 

Art. 54.. After this Certificate is given in afhd sworn to, the Magistrate or Re- 
sident shall grant the Captain a regular Passport, after wliich he is at Liberty to 
proceed to Sea, previously however attending at the Office of the Harbour-master 
to fulfil there the existing Rules and Regulations. 

Art. ^5. A Certificate shall be granted by the prdper Officers to all Vessels 
bound from one Place to another on Java or Madura (whofe Cargoes according 
to Article 8 of this Regulation are free of Duties), of the Export Duties having 
been duly deposited or secured. 

This Certificate, after the Discharge at the Place of Destination, shall be coun- 
tersigned, and the Amount which was deposited by the Captain refunded, or in 
cafe of his having given Security, the Bond cancelled. 

Forfeitures., Penalties, and Punishments. 

Art. 56. The' Goods of which the Importation, Exportation, or Transporta- 
tion is forbidden by this Regulation, being notwithstandfiig imported, exported, 
or transported, shall be declared forfeited. 

In cafe the same are entered under false Names, or packed with other Goods, 
beades the Forfeiture of the Whole, the Person entering them shall incur the 
Penalty of 1000 Guilders. 

Art. 57. All Goods imported or exported, which according this Regula- 
tion must be entered at the Custom House, and which notwithstanding are not, 
or of which Entries have been made under false Titles, with a view to evade the 
Payment of a higher Duty, or fuch as shall be discharged, taken in, or trans- 
ported without Permits, shall be declared forfeited. 


Art. 58. 
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Art. 58. Goods conveyed upon forbidden Waters, or landed, discharged, or Morm, 
put on Shore at forbidden Places, shall be declared forfeited. • 

Art. 59- The Commander, Officer, or Supercargo, w'ho neglects giving in 
the Certificate required by Article 22 of this Regulation, within twice 24 Hours, 
shall forfeit a Penalty of a 00 Guilders. 

, • 

Art. 60. The Captain or Owner, who causes entered Goods to be transported, 
in loading or discharging, without their being accompanied with Permits and 
other necessary Papers, shall forfeit the Penalty of 500 Guilders. 

Art. 61. The Captains who transfer Goods from one Ship to another lying in 
the Roads, without having express Permission, shall forfeit the Sum of 500 
Guilders. * 

• Art. 62. Those whd discharge or load at forbidden times, forfeit 300 Guilders. 

Art. 63. The DeclaratiSn of Forfeiture will not be the Consequence of Errors 
in delivering wrong Packs, Marks, Numbers or Initials, while there is no Decep- 
tion attempted, and the Goods arc really the same for which they were entered. 

The Expences incurred by the Seizure of fuch Goods, however, must be sus- 
tained by the Captain or Owner. 

Art. 64. The Vessels from which the Goods are di' charged, or on board which 
they are' shipped or transported, are held bound for inciyred Forfeitures. 

Art. Those who wilfully oppose or annoy Custom House Officers in the 
Performance of their Duties., shall be punished according to Circumstances, with 
Scourging, Banishment, or a Forfeiture in Money not exceeding 1000 Guilders. 

The Management and Superiniendance of the Import and Export Duties. 

Art. 66. The Collection of the Customs is confided at Batavia, Samarang, and 
Sourabaya, to distinct and suitable Officers, with the Title of Receiver of tiie Im- 
port and Export Duties. In the other Residences at which the native and coasting 
Vessels only are admitted, the Collection is confided to the Harbour Masters or 
other Officers there, 1 )ut never to the Resident. 

Art. 67. The Charge of observing that the Laws are duly complied with, and 
of conducting the legal Prosecutions relative to their Violation, is confided to 
Officers under the Titles of Water Fiscals, who must reside at Batavia, Samarang, 
and Sourabaya. 

Art. 68. In the other Residencies at which the before-mentioned Vessels alone 
are admitted, the Charge of observing that the Laws are complied with, is confided 
to Hoofd Kommissen or Head Clerks, or in case of Indisposition, to the Receivers 
themselves. 

Art. 69. 'I'he Head and other Clerks, who are associated with the Water 
Fiscals as As.sistants, are subordinate to these, and must make Reports of their 
Transactions to the Water Fiscals of their respective Districts. 

Art. 70. The Water Fiscals are subordinate to the Fiscal Gen&ral at Batavia, 

which Office is provisionally conferred on the Attorney General of the Supreme 

Court. • 

• • 

• Art. 71. The more exact Regulations Regarding the Rights and Duties of 
these Offices, shall be determined by separate Instructions. 

Seizures^ legal Proceedings, an 4 Compromises. 

Art. 72. All Custom House Officers are authorized, even out of the Place to 
which they belong, to inform of the Breach of Laws in the Seizure of Goods, 
relative to which this Regulation treats. 

Art. 73. The Officers seizing Goods, shall deliver them into the Public Store, 
for the Purpose of being opened and examined by a Committee from the Court 

of 
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of Justice, under whose Jurisdiction they are seized. In case the Owner or his 
Agent choose that the Gpods be opened at the Place where.they were seized, it 
must be done, and they examined under the Superintendance of the Resident or 
Assistant Resident. 

Art. 74. After this Examination, only the Goods relative to which the Breach 
of the Laws was made, shall be retained, and the remaining Goods shall be im- 
mediately restored, provided the Forfeiture be duly deposited. 

Art, 7 5. The same Course shall be pursued with regard to Ships departing, 
whether Netherlands or Foreign, — the concealed Goods to be taken out, and the 
Captain left at liberty to depart immediately, on depositing the Penalty. ‘ 

Art. 76. The Custom House Officers shall immediately make the Water Fiscal 
acquainted with all Seizures they make. 

Art. 77. All legal Proceedings relative to the Breach oi Laws regulating 
Customs, shall be brought by the Water Fiscals of the First Instance at Batavia, 
before the Magistrate or such other Court as may be there in future established, 
and at Samarang and Sourabaya, before the Courts of Justice, for so far as their 
respective Jurisdictions extend. 

Art. 78. The Cases shall be treated according to the Proceedings usual with 
the Counsellors of Justice. ' ' 

Art. 79. Appeal can te made from the Decisions of the above-rawtioned 
Court and Council of the First Instance, in Concerns of 500 Guilders and 
upwards, to the Supreme Court at Batavia. 

Art. 80. There can be no Compromise or Agreement made relative to the 
Breach of the Regulations for the Import and Export Duties, except under the 
Superintendance or with the Sanction of the Judge, and after the Opinion of the 
Fiscal General shall have been taken. 

In Violations by native Commanders of native or coasting Vessels, this Sanction 
shall not be necessary, and the Settlement can be made under the Superintendance 
of the Resident or Assistant Resident. ’ 

Art. 81. A Settlement otherwise agreed upon than determined by the above 
Article, shall be attended with no Consequences to the Violator, though notwith- 
standing he shall be obliged to pay the Forfeiture, while the Officers who have 
settled the Matter in an illegal Manner, shall be punished as Circumstances may 
require. 

Art. 82. The Nett Proceeds of Goods declared forfeited or of collected For- 
fdtUres, shall for One Third result to the Benefit of the Public Treasury, while 
the other Two Thirds shall be equally divided between the Fiscal General, the 
Water Fiscal of the District where the Seizure is made, and the Informer. 

Batavia, 28th August 1818. 

Commissioners General for Netherlands India. 

By Order of the same. 

The Secretary General, 

(Signed) R. D’OZY. 
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SHIPS Certificates and Passports. 

WHEREAS, having taken into Consideration that it is requisite some fixed R: Morris, Bsq. 

and just Regulations were made, relative to granting Ships Certificates and Pass- 

ports to Vessels owned in India, and sailing under the Netherlands Flag j 

Therefore is it, that we have seen fit, with the cancelling of all previously exist- 
ing Laws and Regulations, lawful or unlawful, expressed or implied Usages or 
Customs, to determine as is determined by these, the following 


Regulations regarding Ships Certificates and Passports. 

Art. 1. It is forbidden for all Ships and Vessels, owned by Citizens of Nether* 
lands India, to bea^any other than the Netherlands Flag. 

Art. 2. No Vessels, owned by Citizens of Netherlands India, newly built, or 
going to Sea,for the first Time, for Account of such Citizens, can be made use of, 
unless an Application has been made and granted for a Certificate thereof, upon 
Penalty of 2 f. for each Last the Ship measures. 

Art. 3. The Certificate shall be granted by the Governor General in the Name 
of His Majesty, according to the Form placed at the End of this Regulation. 

Art. 4. The Application for a Certificate must be accompanied whh, 

I St. An Affidavit (sworn to before the proper Authorities of the 
Place), of the Applicant or Applicants being a Citizen or Cifi- 
* Zens of Netherlands India, and the Owner or Owners of the 
• Vessel. 

id. An Affidavit of the Ship’s Carpenter if built in India, otherwise 
the last Bill of Sale. 

3d. The Ship's Name. 

4th. The Name of the Captain or Commander. 

Art. 5. The Certificate so obtained shall be registered at the Bureau of the 
Place where the Ship belongs. 

Art. 6. The Certificate shall be of Effect so long as the Ship’s Name is not 
altered, or she does not change Owners. 

Art. 7. With the Alteration of the Name or the Change of Owners, either 
wholly or in part, the Certificate becomes void and of no Effect j in which case, 
the same must be reported at the Bureau of the Place where the Ship belongs, at 
farthest within Eight Days, upon Pain of Forfeiture of 1600 Guilders. 

In the same Penalty, no Ship may be demolished before the Certificate is 
returned. 

Art. 8. Each Commander of a Ve^el is obliged always to have its Certificate 
on board with him, and, on his Arrival at any Place under Netherlands Jurisdiction, 
to exhibit the same to the Commandant or other Person thereto appointed, upon 
Pain of Forfeiture of 2f. for each Last the Ship measures. 

Art. 9. All Changes of Ownership of the Vessel, either wholly or in part, 
whether by Sale,*Death, Change in Partnclship, or ‘whatever other Causes, must 
be made known at the Bureau of the Place where the Ship belongs, at ferthest, in 
case of Change of Owners among the living, within Six Weeks ; and if caused by 
Death, within Three Months, upon Pain of forfeiture of jooo Guilders. 

Art. 10. On the Change of Ownership without the Country, he who is here 
known as the Owner or joint Owner, must each, for so far as his Property in her 
extends, make it known within the above-mentioned Periods of Six Weeks and 
Three Months, upon Pain of Forfeiture as above. 
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R. Morris, Esq. II. Should the Vessels be sold out of Netherlands India, demolished, or 

cast 'away, the Commanders are bound if the Certificates are saved, by tearing to 
render them useless, and in that State to deliver them over to the Netherlands 
Commandant (if there be one) of the Plate where they arrive, who is bound 
immediately, by sending up the Instrument, to inform the Governor General. 

In case they arrive at Places not under NetherlandvS Control, they must imme- 
diately, if Opportunities offer, forward the Instrument referred to, up to the 
Governor General, or directly on their Arrival at a Netherlands Possession, give 
the same over to the Government. 

Art. 12. The Captain of any Vessel owned by Citizens of Netherlands India, 
for which a Certificate has been obtained, must provide himself, moreover, with a 
Passport for each particular Voyage-he is to make. 

Art. 13. With the Application for this Passport must be given in, 

1st. The Ship’s Certificate. • 

2d. The Name of the Captain who is to command the Vessel. 

3d. The Name of the Place to which the Vessel is destined. 

4th. The Number and Character of the Ship’s Company. 

5th. An Account of the Arms. 

Art. 1 4. The Passports shall be granted by the Governor General in the Name 
of His Majesty ; they shall be countersigned by the Resident of the Place where 
the Ship belongs, to whom also the Application must be sent in. 

Art. 15. No Certificates or Passports for each particular Voyage^ shall be 
granted to Native Vessels not rigged as European Vessels, they are bound however 
to provide themselves with a yearjy Passport. 

Art. 16. With the Application for a yearly Passport must b^ sent in, 
ist. The Sort and Name of the Vessel, 
ad. The Names of the Owner and Commander. 

3d. The Burthen of the Vessel in Lasts or Coyangs. 

4th. The Number of the Ship’s Company. 

5th. The Number of Guns, Pikes, Sabres, Ci tlasses, and whatever 
else of that Nature, with the Quantity of Amunition. 

Art. 17. TheYearly Passports for such Native Vessels shall also be granted by 
the Governor General in the Name of His Majesty ; they shall be countersigned 
by the Resident of the Place where the Vessel belongs, to whom also the Application 
thereof must be sent in. 

Art. 18. Each Commander of a Native Vessel is bound always to have his Pass- 
port on board with him, and on his Arrival at any Place under Netherlands Juris- 
diction, to produce or exhibit it to the Commandant or other Person thereto 
appointed, upon Pain of One Guilder Fine for each Last or Coyang the Vessel 
measures. 

Art. 19. Each Commander or Owner t)f such Native Vessel is bound, at the 
F, nd of the Year for which he has received a Passport, to return it to the Resident 
of the Place where it was registered, upon Pain of 100 Guilders Fine. No new 
Passport shall be granted him unless the above is performed. 

Art 20. A Commander, who puts to Sea without being provided with such 
a Passport, shall be arrested, and forfeit the Sum of Two Guilders for each Last 
or Coyang the Ship or Vessel measures. 

Batavia, 28th August 1818. 

Commissioners General for Netherlands India. 

By Order of tire same. 

The Secretary General, 

(Signed) R. D’OZY. 
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HARBOUR REGULATION for the In and Outgoings Anchoring, Lying and R. Morris, Esq. 

Departure, of Vessels in the Roads, and the Duties of Harbour Masters 'and 

Commtnanders. 


WHEREAS, having taken into consideration that whatever relates to the 
Management of and in the Harbours of Java and Madura, should stand in Con- 
nection with the Regulations for the Arrival, Stay, and Departure of Aliens and 
Citizens, for the Import and Export Duties, and for Ships, Certificates, and 
Passports ; 

So we have seen fit, with cancelling of all previously existing Laws, Regula- 
tions, lawful or unlawful,* expressed or understood Usages or Customs, to deter- 
mine as is determined by these, the following: 


Art. I. Ships or Vessels entering Harbours shall display their Flags. 
The Flag on Shore shall be hoisted for square-rigged Vessels. The Harbour 
Masters, or Officers acting as such, shall send on board each Ship arriving, a 
hailing Letter of the following Contents : 

The Commander of the Ship arrived in the Roads, is requested to fill up the 
following : 

Date, 

Harbour Master. 


Flag of the Ship. 

Name of the -Ship. 

Burthen of the Vessel in Lasts or Tons. 

How manned. 

How armed. 

Where from. 

When sailed. 

At what Plates touched. 

Where bound. 

What Cargo. 

Names, Country, Profession, Age, and last Residence of the Passengers. 
The State of the Health'of the Ship’s Company and Passengers. 
Important Tidings. 

Date, 

Signature of the Commander. 


Art. 2. The Harbour Master shall send a written Report thereof, signed by 
himself, to the Governor General, to the Resident or other highest local civil 
Servant, to the general Bureau, to the Bailiffs, to the Water Fiscal, to the Col- 
lector of Customs in his District, to the President and Council of the Board of 
Finance, and to the Fiscal General of the. Customs. 

• 

Art. 3. The Harbour Master at the same Time that he sends the hailing Letter 
on board, shall let it be accompanied with a Copy of this Regulation, as well as 
of those for the Import and Export Duties, aijd the Stay of Strangers on Java. 

Art. 4. The Captains and*Supercargoes of Vessels shall, so soon as possible, 
wait upon the Harbour Master, to give him (or the Authorities conferred by an 
Appointment from the Harbour Master) such subsequent or further Explana- 
tions as shall be required of them. 

Art. 5. The Harbour Masters are authorized, in case they consider the public 
Interests require it, to go on board the Vessels, to muster the Crew, and compare 
the Muster-rolls. They are bound to make the Governor General acquainted with 
ail Circumstances of Importance. 


Art# 6. 



R. Morris, Esq. 


( 52 ) 

Art. 6. All local Authorities which are interested, are bound with the Advice 
of tt\e Harbour Masters, to determine as plainly as possible the Boundaries of the 
Roads, subject to the Sanction of the Governor General. 

Art. 7. The Commanders of Vessels are bound to drop their Anchors within 
the |hus dehned Boundaries. 

Art. 8. No Ballast may be thrown overboard from a Ship entering or lying in 
the Roads, upon pain of 10/. Fine for each Last she. measures. 

Art. 9. All Vessels not owned in India, shall be bound to pay the following 
Anchorage Dues : 

Netherland Ships, 1 5 Stivers for each -Last she measures. 

Foreign Ships, i Guilder. , 

These Dues once paid by Vessels, it cannot be required of them again during Six 
Months, even though the same enter other Harbours. 

Art. 1 0. Ships chartered by Government are not free of Harbour Dues. 

Art II. The Harbour Masters are obliged to cause lost Anchors to be fished 
up, and the Owners, besides the incurred Expences, shall pay thcfh One Third 
the Value of the Anchors. 

Art. 12. Anchors, of which the Owners are unknown, shall, after having been 
Three Times publicly advertised in the Gazette, and themselves lain publicly ex- 
posed for One Year, be publicly sold to the highest Bidders, for the Benefit of the 
public Treasury, after deducting the Amount to which the Harbour Master, by 
the last Article, is entitled. 

Art. 13. The Right of the Harbour Master to supply Ships with Fire-wood and 
Water, to the Exclusion of all others, is by this recognized, without lessening how- 
ever the Freedom which is left to all Commanders of taking off these Necessaries 
with their own Boats and People. 

Art. 14. The Harbour Masters who shall take upon themselves to supply Ships 
with Fire-wood and Water, shall be reciprocally obliged to make such Arrange- 
ments that no Delay takes place. ^ 

Art. 15. The Tariff, according to which these Supplies shall be made, will be 
hereafter settled, and shall always hang in the Office of the Harbour Master open 
to the Public. 

n 

Art. 16. All Ships departing for the Netherlands are obliged, at the Request 
of the Supreme Government, to take a Number of Officers or Men of the Land 
or Naval Forces, and to resign a certain Quantity of Ship’s Room, and must 
report themselves therefore in good Season, that the Government (so desiring) 
may take Advantage thereof. 

Art. 17. All Commanders are bound at least Three Times, 24 Hours before 
their Departure, to give the Harbour Master Notice. 

Art. 1 8. The Commanders may not depart unless they have received from the 
Harbour Master a suitable regular Clearance. There shall be no separate Clear- 
ance given to native Vessels sailing under a yearly Passport, but the Permission to 
depart shall be written on the Back of this Passport. 

Art. 19. The Harbour Master shall grant no Clearance, unless there are ex-’ 
hibited to him, 

1st. A Certificate from the Magistrate or Resident, that all local Laws are 
fulfilled. 

2d. A Certificate from the Collector, that all public Dues relative to Cus- 
toms are paid. This Certificate must be signed as having been 
seen by the Water Fiscal. 

3d. The Ship’s Roll. 


Art. 20. 
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Art. 20. The Harbour Master, considering it serviceable to the public Good, is 
qualified to go on board of outward-bound Vessels, for the Purposes of pom- 
paring the Ship's Company with the Muster-roll, and to examine if there be any 
Persons on board belonging in ^(Netherlands India, not provided with the necessar}' 
Passports to their Departure. 

Art. 21. For -the granting a Clearance, shall be paid by Vessels not belonging 
to Netherlands India, Five Guilders, besides the Stamp. 

•Art. 22. Whenever a public Guard-ship shall be stationed in the Roads, this 
Clearance must be there exhibited at the Request of the Commandant. 

Art. 23. Commanders, who depart without the Clearance from the Harbour 
Masters, shall be stopped, and, in case of imniediate Seizure, pay a Penalty of to/, 
for each Last the' Ship measures. 

Should the Commander escape Arrest, it shall be made known to all the Au- 
thorities of Netherlands India, to the end that at his eventual Return in the same 
or another ship, he may be compelled to Payment. 

3 atavia, 28th August 1818. 

Commissioners General for Netherlands India. 

By Order of the same, 

The Secretary General, 

(Signed) R. D’OZY. 


Have you any other written Information bearing on this Subject ? 

Nothing which it would be material to deliver to your Lordships, I understand 
the Question to cxt(!nd to British Manufactures generally ; but I wish to observe 
to your Lordships, the principal Demand for British Manufactures consisted of 
Cotton Goods j so that out of an Export of British Manufactures, which I esti- 
mate at ^€400,000 from Great Britain, Two-thirds or Three-fourths of those 
consisted of Calicoes, Plain Chintzes, and other Cotton Goods of Great Britain, 
the Use of which has superseded that of the Bengal and East India Fabrics. 
I have taken pains to ascertain the Amount of Exports from the Port of Londo'a, 
and I find that from the Month of December last to the Month of April, Five 
Vessels have exported about Eighty thousand Pounds Sterling of British Cotton 
Manufactures ; Two Ships, 1 believe, are now landing also, with very considerable 
Investments of Cotton Manufactures. I conceive the Consumption of Eastern 
Cotton Manufactures to be greatly increasing among the Natives in the Eastern 
Archipelago. 

Arc the Ships of which you speak British Ships ? 

They are. 


The Witness is directed to wjthdmw. 
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R. Morrisp 
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ALEXANDER ROBERTSON Esquire, a Member of the House of Commons, 
' Is called in, and examined as follows : 


A. liobcAson, Li<i. In what Branch of Trade have you been concerned ? 

In the China Trade. 

During that Period have you frequently had Occasion to visit the Port of 
Canton ? 

Repeatedly ; I was there Nine Times. 

During that Time has the Trade with the Subjects of the United States with 
the Port of Canton made any considerable Progress ? 

Very great} in the Year 1795, when I went there first, 'J'wo or Three small 
Americans were all that were to be seen there ; when I was there last, in 1812, 
it was understood there were between Thirty and Forty Ships. 

To what Circumstances do you attribute that extraordinary Increase ? 

I attribute it greatly to the growing Consumption of Tea, both on the Con- 
tinent of Europe and in America, and also to the Americans supplying them- 
selves with Silk, manufactured Goods, and Nankeens, which formerly they got 
through U3. 

Has the Continent of Europe during that Period be6n at all supplied with Tea 
through the Medium of the British East India Company ? 

During the War I believe in a considerable Degree ; since then I believe 
almost entirely by the Americans. 

Can you state to tli ." Committee what has been the Importation of Teas into 
Holland, and into Hamburgh, in the Years 1818 and 1819? 

Not positively ; but 1 have an Account from Correspondents iit Hamburgh and 
Holland, which 1 believe to be accurate. There was a Statement sent Home 
to Messrs. Baring’s House, from their Correspondent in China, of the whole 
Trade to that Port } and another Statement was given in a Document laid before 
the Representatives of the Unjtcd States of America, stating the Proportion of 
their Trade that came to Europe. This Paper corresponds with the Proportion 
of the Trade stated by the Correspondents in Hamburgh and Holland, as arriving 
in Europe ; these coming from Persons unknown to each other, and from dif- 
ferent Sources of Information, I believe them to be accurate. I understand they 
are taken from the Custom House Books of Hamburgh and Holland. 

Be so good as to deliver in these Statements ? 


The same are delivered in, and arc read, and arc as follows ; 

Importation of leas in Holland by American Ships, in 1818. 

CJiesls, 

Per Ann and Hope . . , . 

Vulture - - . . 


Integrity 

Ophelia 

Rambler 

Sydney 

Turnbull 

Ann 

Asia 

William and Jane 

Augusta 

Alert 

Pacific 


7.200 
7^^oo 
5,600 
3,800 

1.200 
500 

• 35400 

7, 1*^00 
1,500 
- 5>ooo 
900 
1,400 
900 


Sundry Importations at various Times from America 1 2,000 


57,700 


Importation 
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Importation of I'eas into Holland by American Ships, in 1 8 1 9. HuhertsoH, Im/. 


• Chests. 

Per Montesque . - . - 4 > 4 oo 

Hope and Fortune (supposed Dutch) - - 10,200 

Anne and Hope . _ . . 7,200 

William and John - - - 5,000 

Asia - - - - - 4,ioo 

Bengal - - - - 3,100 

Augusta - - - - 4,400 

Do. via Gibraltar - - - 1,800 

North Point - - - 2,400 

Marscllas - - ■- 

Julia - - _ - - 3,500 

Sundry Importations at various Times from America 1 2,000 


63,600 


Importation of Teas by American Ships into Hamburgh and Altona, in 1819. 


From Canton direct. 


Per* True American - 
Ophelia 
Turnbull 


■ From the United States. 

Packet ... 

John and Hannah ... 

• Via Havre .... 
Sundiies . . . - 


From South America. 

Bahia . - 

Rio - - * - 


From European Ports. 
Lisbon ... 

Holland . . . . 

Copenhagen 

Norway .... 

London « . 

Bordeaux ... 

Havre 


Chest*. 

- 

- 5’044 

“ 5^044 


- ^>^57 

- 1,269 

630 

- 3^293 

” 22,138 


7^3 

463 


745 

144 

210 

493 

42 

34 

671 

-7- 2>339 


, Importations into Hamburgh by American Ships irr 1818, were 12,469 Chests. 

Can you statO whether the Dutch, or any other of the F.uropcan States, import 
Teas from Canton, in Vessels of their own to any Extent ? 

The Dutch have One Vessel, or Two Vessels at most, at present ; the Austrian 
Government is forming an Establishment in China, and sending out a Ship there ;• 
the Ship is now on her Way from Trieste to Gibraltar, they arc obtaining OfScers 
and Mercantile Men from this Country, to conduct that Establishment and to 
navigate the Ship. 

Can you state the comparative Ekpence of Freight per Ton upon American 

Ships, 
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A. Pnhertson, Esq. Ships, as compared with that of the Vessels of the East India Company in the 
■' Canpn Trade ? 

The Freight of the American Ships is not One>half, it will be now from Ten to 
Eleven Pounds a Ton out and home, and an English East India Company’s Ship 
will be from Twenty-three to Twenty-five. 

Were British Free Traders permitted to engage in the China Trade, are you 
of Opinion that the Expence of Freight per Ton would be greater or less than 
that of the American Vessels ? 

At this Moment it is probable it would be less, but I do not think it would 
continue so ; I think, in the Course of Five, Six, or Seven Years, there will be a 
Change take place : at present we are wearing out old Ships that were in the 
Transport Service, and have a Supply of Ships more than we can employ, and 
therefore sail them lower than we shall be able to do when we are obliged to 
build Ships, and then sail them in Opposition to the Americans. 

Are not, however, the United States, in some Degree, in the same Condition, 
from having a considerable Number of Vessels thrown out of Employ by the 
Cessation of some Part of the Carrying Trade which they were enabled to pursue 
during the late War ? 

I think it likely they have ; but still they ar^* able to build Ships much lower 
than we are ; the Provisions for victualling their Ships are greatly lower than ours, 
and the only Disadvantage they have in sailing their Ships in Competition to ours, 
is in the Wages of the Seamen, which do not counterbalance the other Advantages 
they possess. 

So that in the Event of the Ships built for any Trade which is now abandoned 
being worn out, in both Countries, you conceive that the Subjects of the United 
States would, upon the Whole, rather have the Advantage as compared with the 
Subjects of Great Britain ? 

I do. 

Would not British free Vessels, were they to be engaged in the Canton Trade, 
have an Advantage in carrying out Manufactures and Produce of their own 
Country to China, as Articles of Export, which the Amcric-ms would be obliged 
to come to this Country to procure ? 

I think they would have a very great Advantage in that Respect, and also from 
our greater Capital, which would much counterbalance their cheaper Navigation, 
under the Circumstances to which I have alluded in my former Answer. 

Have you had any Opportunity, during your Residence at Canton, of ascer- 
taining the Sort of Demand which prevails in China for Commodities, the Pro- 
duce or Manufacture of Great Britain ? 

For Woollens there has long been a Demand ; for Cottons a Demand has 
grown up lately, and is increasing very rapidly. 

Do you conceive it probable that, under fiivourable Circumstances, that Demand 
would still continue to increase ? 

I do. 

Would not 'the most favourable Circumstances that you can imagine, be the 
free Admission of British Enterprize to supply the Chinese Market with the Ma- 
nufactures and Produce of this Country ? 

Certainly. 

I 

Do you believe that British Manufactures, if the free Trade to which Reference 
has been made were permitted, would have any Difficulty in adapting those Ma- 
nufactures to the precise Tastes and Wants of the Chinese Consumers ? 

They would do it rapidly j one of the great Disadvantages, I think, in the pre- 
sent Trade is, that Persons gomg there do not know that they are to return to 
China in a future Voyage, therefore they take no Pains, when there, to prepare 
for returning there agam i and besides, if they did, they would not have Time 
to get the Manufactures made in this Country, so as to return to China on the 
immediate succeeding Voyage. 

In 
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In that Answer do not you allude to the Trade conducted by the private Robertson, Esq. 
Adventure of the Company’s Officers ? - 

I do. 

Are you aware of any Prejudices or Habits subsisting among the Chinese 
similar to those which are known to exist among the Hindoos, which might 
probably interfere with their Taste for, and Consumption of, British Ma- 
nufactures ? 

None wl)a: . ver ; on the contrary they are a People the most void of Prejudices 
on the Face of the Earth ; whatever will suit their Convenience they will adopt 

immediately, in Diet or Clothing, or in any other Way whatever. 

• 

• Are you at all acquainted with Cochin China ? 

Only from Conversation with Persons who have been there j I have never been 
there myself. 

From what you have heard relating to that Country, are you of Opinion that 
the same Demand which you have described, as likely to exist in China, might 
also arise Tn that Country ? 

I think it would, and more rapidly even than in China, were an amicable 
Understanding to take place between us ; they, 1 understand, receive great Part 
of their Clothing from China, and circuitously from Bengal through the Portu- 
guese ; and as we send out Manufactures from this Country to Bengal and to 
Clfina,* it is much more probable that the Cochin Chinese would take them from 
us direct, and give us their raw Produce in return. 

What raw Produce is there in China or orfier Eastern Countries, which might 
become a Material of our Manufactures, and thereby the Foundation of a Com- 
mercial Intercourse, which would lead to an increased Consumption of these 
Manufactures in the East ? 

In the Countries less civilized than China, to the Eastward of Bengal, they all 
produce raw Materials for our Manufactures, such as, in those immediately on. 
the Line, Cotton, whkh they now manufacture for themselves, and in Cochin 
China they product; Cotton and Silk, and all of them Sugar, Spices, and Coffee. 

Any Indigo ? 

There arc some Establishments of Indigo ; they produce very little yet, but it 
might be produced to any Quantity were Encouragement given. 

Are there any other Returns, which in the Course of a free Commercial Inter- 
course, those Countries might be expected to make ? 

There would be some Difficulty in getting Returns direct from those Countries 
for all they would be desirous of having from us ; they can give besides Cotton 
and Silk, Coffee, Spices, and Gold, in considerable Quantity ; but to carry on 
that Trade to advantage, it would be necessary to carry their Produce to China, 
which offers a more extensive Market for their Produce than Europe. 

You consider then that a free Intercourse with China, would not only be ad- 
vantageous- to the direct Trade of this Country with China, but materially conduce 
to the Trade of this Country with the Eastern Islands, and to their Power of 
consuming British Manufactures ? * 

Very jnuch so. 

Can you state whether the Subjects of^ the United States, have latterly carried 
on a considerable Trade with China, by means of the Exportation of Furs, and 
to what Extent ? . . 

They have for a considerable Time taken Furs to China ; they do not export 
them all from America, but on the Voyage out, go to different Islands to collect 
the Furs, and to the North-west Coast of AiAerica, and ultimately they terminate 
that circuitous Voyage in China. 

Can you furnish the Committee with any precise Account of the Importation of 
Skins into Canton by American Ships, since the Year 1804? 

( 42 .) P I have 
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//. Robertson, Esq. I have an Account of all Imports into China by American Ships, from 1804-5 
to 1817-18 ’y I believe this to be perfectly correct. 

Will you deliver that Account in to the Committee ? 

The Witness delivers in the same, which is read-— [ 5^5 Papers annexed io this Day's 

Evidence, p. 63 64.] 

During the Period of your Rc udence at, or Acquaintance with Canton, were 
you aware of any Impediments that arose to tlie Commercial Intercourse of the 
Chinese with the Subjects of the United States, owing to their Trade being, free, 
and to the Mode in which under that free System it is carried on ? 

None whatever ; on the contrary, going there in small Ships, I conceive they 
have their Men more under Command than we have in our larger Ships. 

Arc you aware of any other Objection to the Trade witlf Canton being 
carried on in Vessels of a smaller Burthen than tliose employed by the East India 
Company ? 

There is no Objection j the Charges in going to China in small "Ships are 
higher than in larger ones ; there is no Objection in point of causing Trouble from 
the Cliinese Government. 

Are you aware of any Objection arising from the Difficulty of 'preventing 
smuggling Tea into this Country, during the Continuance of tjie East^ India 
Company’s Privilege, and of the heavy Duties now imposed upon Tea ? 

No, on the contrary, I should think the smaller the Vessels are that go, the less 
Liability there would be to smuggle : in a large Ship it is very easy to conceal 
Two or Three Hundred Weight of Tea ; in a small Ship it is impossible ; and the 
Penalty is such, that no Vessel would go on Purpose to bring Tea home as a 
Cargo for the Purpose of smuggling it. 

Can you state whether the East India Company exports any Goods of British 
•Manufacture to the Eastern Islands ? 

They did ; when we took Possession of Java, 1 believe thty tqade Two Consign- 
ments, since then I believe not, and I do not think they do at present. 

Can you state upon the whole what Proportion you think the American 
Trade at Canton bears to the British, as carried on under the East India Com- 
pany ? • 

I understand that the American exceeds the Trade of the East India Company 
to China. 

Can you state what Proportion of the Trade of the United States is engaged 
in the Supply of the Continent of Europe with Goods the Produce of China, and 
what Proportion is engaged in the Supply of America ? 

1 have reason, from the Papers that 1 have given in to the Committee, to be- 
lieve the Statement laid before the House of Representatives in the United States 
to be accurate, that they realize in Europe the whole of the Original Value sent 
from the United* States to India, and that the India and China Goods consumed in 
America are paid for by the Profit of the European Trade. I believe the follow- 
ing Extract from Mr. Lowndes’ Report, is an accurate Statement of the Trade of 
tlie United States with the East Indies and China. 

The Witness delivers in the same', wluch is read, and is as follows : , 

“ Extract from a Report presented by Mr. Lowndes to the House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States, from the Committee appointed to enquire 
into the Expediency of regulating the Coins of the United States, and 
Foreign Coins. 

“ The annual Exports on American Vessels from the United States and all 
other Places to China and the East Indies, can hardly be estimated at more than 
Twelve Millions of Dollars ; and it cannot be doubted, that our Sales of East India 
Articles in Europe exceed that Amount. 

“ The 
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** The Value of Merchandize from China and India annually consumed in the Robertson, Esq. 

United States, is probably equal to Five Millions of Dollars ; and if this be so, the; 

Consumption of East India Articles by the United States, is paid for by the mere 
Profits of the Trade. A Branch of Industry, in which 3,000 Men (for this is 
about the Number of Seamen in the India Trade) add Five Millions of Dollars 
to the annual Produce of the Country, would be worthy of Protection, even if 
it were not connected with Considerations of Naval Defence. These Views may 
make us doubt whether the India Trade tends to diminish the Average Quantity 
of Silver in the United States. Its Effect in the Nations which have engaged 
in it before ourselves, has been generally to increase their Specie Circulation, as 
well as their' Naval Strength, and it seems reasonable that it should have done 
so. No Man supposes that Holland, by supplying the rest of the World with 
Speciej left her own Wants unsupplied. Nobody apprehends that our Markets 
must be destitute of Teas, because we export Millions of Pounds annually ; and 
why should the Dealer# in Silyer, rather than in Spices or Teas, make no Provision 
for the Home Demand ? When Genoa, Venice, Portugal, Holland, carried on 
an extensive Trade in East India Articles, and had no Paper Circulation, they 
were the Deposisories of the Silver of Europe. Wltenever the Trade has existed 
without the Paper, Specie has been abundant, and scarce always where the Paper 
has existed either with or without the Trade.” 

Are you of Opinion that the Chinese could export to this Country, in the 
Event of a Free Trade, the Manufactured Articles of their own not now im- 
ported ? ~ •* 

No, I do not recollect any. 

Can you state what is the Nature of the Exports of America to China? 

I have in my Hand a Paper containing what I believe to be an accurate 
Statement of the Exports from America to China, during the Season of 1817- 
1818. 


The Witness delivers in the same, which is read, and is as follows : 


Imports of 45 American Ships into China, in 1817 and 1818. 


Sea Otter Skins 

Dry Fur Skins 

Land Otter 

Rabbit 

Beaver 

Fox 

Sable 

Musk Rat 

Guesang 

Quicksilver 

Opium 

Lead 

Iron 

Copper 

Steel - • 

Beetle Nut 

Pepper 

Ebony 

Wax 

Sandlewood 
Specie in Dollars 
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5,200 
49,290 
10^90 
7,000 
1 6,400 
450 
780 
8,300 
1,601 


- 4,100 

Peculs. 


488 

Do. 


16,314 

Do. 

• 

5»847 

Do. 

• 

3.»74 

Do. 

• 

.430 

Do. 


10,427 

Do. 


4,400 

Do. 


760 

Do. 


- * 170 

Do. 


14,279 

Value 

2,37*»®o9 



5,300,000 


7,671,609 


(Mr. 
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A. Robertson, Esq^ (^Mr. Robertson). I would mention a Circumstance which has taken place 

^his Season ; Three or Four American Ships have gone from the River Thames, 

with British Woollens and Cottons to a considerable Amount. 

If the Trade of the Eastern Archipelago was to be totally free, considering 
the Speculation of the Merchants of this Country, do you not believe there would 
be a great Increase of Demand for our Manufactures ? 

I believe there would be a very great increased Demand for our Manufac- 
tures, and for this Reason, that before Java fell into our Hands no British Piece 
Goods were sent there at all, and now there is scarcely a Person in the Island 
who has not some Part of his Dress of British Manufacture. 

Are you of Opinion that there will be the same Demand for British Manufac- 
tures, in case of their being sdnt to our Indian Possessions, and then going in 
Country Ships to those States in the Eastern Archipelago, as there would be if 
there was a direct Trade permitted ? • 

I think, if our Manufactures are to go to the feastern Archipelago through 
Bengal, that the Manufactures of Flanders will supplant ours in the Eastern 
Islands entirely, and that in a few Years we shall send none at all. 

Do not you believe that there would be a great increased Trade to those 
Islands, if a direct free Trade was permitted, from the Circumstance of the ex- 
tensive Capital possessed in this Country ? 

I do ; but I conceive that the Extent of our I’radc with those Islands must 
rest on our being allowed to go there in smaller Ships; for If wi- are confined to 
certain Ports, which the Limitation to larger Ships eiiectually Joes, the Con- 
sumption of our Manufactures will not become so general througiiout the Ar- 
chipelago. 

Do not you think the Restraint of not touching at any I^ort, either Outward 
Bound or Homeward Bound, throws a great linpeiliment in the way of Trade; 
even if there was a free direct Trade, th.n it would be a great Impediment, if 
the Vessels were not permitted to touch. Outward and Homeward Btnmd, at any 
Port they chose ? 

If not allowed to go to different Ports, there is little Prospect of an extended 
Commerce with those imperfectly civilized Nations, as at no one Port wtjuld an 
entire Cargo be found. 

Is there any Mode that occurs to you for increasing the Demand for British 
Manufactures that woulc^ go to such an Ext*cnr as opening a free Trade to the 
Countries in and near the Eastern Archipelago ? 

None so extensive. 

Do not you think that great Advantage would be derived from Emporia for 
British Manufactures being established in those Seas ? 

I conceive Emporia in different Parts of the Indian Archipelago would be a 
great Advantage to this Country. 'Phere our Traders might go in the first In- 
stance, and disseminate their Manufactures, through their Agents, to the different 
States round, and collect their Produce in return. 

Can you* state to the Committee what are the various Exports of China and 
of those Countries that we might get in return ? 

The Exports from China are chiefly 1 ea and Spices, Silk, Nankeen, Cloth, 
and Drugs of various Kinds, and there is annually exported a great Quantity of 
Silver from China ; in the Exports .from China the chief of the Drugs arc pro- 
hibited by the East India Company, on account of injuring the Tea; and all 
essential Oils are also prohibited by the Company. I have heard that Spices now 
are also prohibited by the Company. 

What are the Commodities which the (Company bring Home from China ? 

Tea, Raw Silk, and Nankeens, are the Whole. 

Are all other Commodities the Produce of China prohibited from being ex- 
poterd from China in the Company’s Ships ? 


Ido 
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I do not immediately say all Commodities ; for Instance, Vermillion is a thing A, RoberUon, Esq. 

that cannot, by Construction, be supposed to affect the Teas ; therefrfre such " 

Commodities, if they can be found, are allowed to come Home : but Spices, 

Essential Oils, Roots, such as China Root, Turmeric, and all which have any 
Smell whatever, are prohibited. 

Do those prohibited Articles form a large Proportion of the American Exports 
from China ? 

Yes, they do. 

Can you state whether, since 1814, the American Trade with China has gone 
on iffcreasing ? 

I have no Doubt that it has j in the Document which I have given in, it is 
mentioned that Forty-five Ships were in the Port of Canton in 1817-18, which 
is a greater Number than I have known before. 

Do you know whefher, during that Time, the Proportion of other Articles to 
Specie imported into China has been also progressively increasing ? 

I think not. 

• 

Do you consider the Importation of Specie the least profitable Export 
generally ? 

It depends altogether on Circumstances ; if the Dollars are low, they get 
more for tliem in China than they would for Piece Goods, and, in such a Case, 
it-is Jietter to import Dollars ; but to a manufacturing Country the Probability 
is, they would adapt their Manufactures to the Tastes of the Country, so as to 
take place <d the Dollars, which are now imported by the Americans. 

You have mentioned Silver as a considerable Export from China ; do you 
know to what Extent ? 

To a very considerable Extent, it is exported to Bengal annually. 

Docs none of it come back to Europe or America ? 

Nt) ; it is carried from Europe and America to China. 

Do you know whether the East India Company have lately taken any Mea- 
sure to reduce the Expence of their Freight to Canton ? 

They have reduced it as low as the Mode of Ships they use, and the Expenc^ 
of Outfit, will admit ; their Ships are built by Tender, and fitted out at the lowest 
Rate that that Establishment of Ship will admit of. 

Can you state what arc the Reasons that the*Freight of the East India Com- 
pany’s Shipping is highc'r than that of the Americans or Free Traders ? 

They wish that the Ships should be able to defend themselves in case of War ; 

I know of no Reason for having them so provided during Peace. 

Is there any other Channel to the Eastward of the Cape, besides those to which 
you have alluded in your Evidence, through which British Manufactures find a 
Vent ? 

British Manufactures at present go to Bombay, and from thence are exported 
in Country Vessels to Arabia and to Persia to a very considerable Extent •, and 1 
conceive, that if smaller Vessels were allowed to go to Arabia, for Instance, to 
Mocha, where a great Quantity of Coffee is produced annually, they would find 
a considerable Demand for their Manufactures in Exchange for this Cofl’ee, and 
in Persia also^ where they would get in -exchange Silk, Specie, and Copper. 

Are there not a considerable Number of Pirates in the Persian Gulf? 

There are a considerable Number, and it would be necessary to protect that 
Trade by small Men of War. 

Do you mean that no Trade could be carried on aovantageously with Persia, 
without a Naval Protection ? 

Not in very small Vessels. 

Is the Sale of British Manufafrtures in Persia increasing ? 

Rapidly. 


IIa\c 
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A. Robertson, Esq. Have not iJie Turkey Company recently introduced Manufactures to a consi* 

derable Amount into Persia by Land Carriage ? 

I have understood so. 

Do not you apprehend that Land Carriage must be dearer than the EzpenCe 
of Freight by Sea in any Description of Vessels ? 

I think it must. 


The Witness is directed to withdraw. 

Ordered, That this Committee be adjourned to Thursday next. One o'Clock. 





from the Season of 1804-5 to J 817-18. 


i 

• 








• 


J 











1 

SEAS " 

cn 


hO 

ca 

S 


*73 

t/J 

c 

8 

n 

1 

u, 

o 

U. 

1 

«» 

J? 

g 

Total Value. 

Cfl 

to 

3 

CO 

S 

3 

cl 

V 

a. 

3 

h 

< 

o 

.9 

O 

E 

O 

s 


s 

iA 

s 

./ 

CV, 



K, 

J 

cu 


s 

«* 

£ 


H ■ - 







— 1 










Dollars. 

1804- — 

— 

— 


— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2,648,000 

3,842,000 

1805- — 

— 

— 

— 

1,607 

— 

354 

— 

— 

2,808,000 

5,127,000 
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— 

— 

48i 

— 

— 

20 

22 

2,048,000 

2,973,000 

1811- “• 

— 

820 

387 

131 

— 

— 



2 

425, .500 

2,771,000 

1812- — 

1813- _ 

1814- 

— 

— 

1,280 

k1,100 

— 

— 

— 

— 

201,000 

105,000 

620,000 

572,000 

1815- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

640,000 

4,220,000 

1816-1.350 

— 

250 

— 

— 

576 

387 

— 

— 

1,794,000 

5,703,000 

1817- Clio 

170 

— 



605 

52 

— 

20 

1,469,000 

6,777,000 

ESTIMATE OF THE 

VALUE OF EXl'ORTS BY 

AMERICAN VESSELS : l 






SEASON 1817 

.18. 



' 

Bohea 



at 

10 Tales per Peciil 




53,125 



- 

. 

24 

. 

— 

- 

- 

- 

295,066 

Cong;;Hiii|H)y 

- 

- 

28 

- 

— 

- 


- 

109,882 

CamSo>«fil*o*>g 

- 

- 

30 

- 

— 


- 

- 

516.750 


- 

- 

- 

70 

- 

— 

- 


- 

37,430 

Suiicbi 

. 

- 

_ 

30 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

7,750 

Peco,, 

Hyson 

Skiji 

- 

- 

25 

- 

— 

- 



586,875 

1 HyscYyjing 

- 

• _ 

40 

- 

— 

- 


- 

- 867,443 

1 YouiUysoii 

- 

- 

- 

50 

- 

— 

- 


- 

- 461,328 

Cliina Ware 

- 

- 

65 

- 


- 

- 

- 

316,152 

_ 


15 Dollars 

— — 

- 


• 

172-305 

Imps 

Cassia 


- 

- 

28 

- 


- 


- 

72,716 

Sugar 

- 

- 

- 

7i 

- 

— 

- 


- 

89,377 

1 Jlhuburb 

- 


60 

- 

— 

- 

~ 

- 

21,540 


- 

- 

- 

2U 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

32,060 

Silks 


_ 


10 

Piece 

- 

- 

- 

- 2,008,860 

Cass 

Sewing Silk 

. 

- 

400 

Pecul 

- 

- 


- 230,400 

Vcniiillion 

- 

- 

110 

- 

— 


- 

- 

36,520 

RhuGallingal 
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- 

34 

- 

— 

- 


- 

2,117 

China Root 

- 

- 

4 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

208 

Silk Camphor 

- 

- 

40 



- 

- 

- 

400 

Sugar Candy 

- 

- 

U 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

7,800 

Raw Silk 

- 

- 

4^0 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

76,500 

1 Single 

o Tonkay 


27 Tales 
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- 

- 

- 

38,638 

Gal! Gamboge 

- 

- 

80 Dollars 

— 

- 

- 

- 

1,600 

QY^l Nankeens 

- 

1 T 

50 

— 

100 

- 

- 

• 

- 734,500 

1 ^ ‘ Cost ot uoods aesiinea lor i 2 /uropc, 

1 ftdO RM 
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Die Sabbati, 24” Junii 1820. 


The LORD AUCKLAND in the Chair. 


JOHN FORBES MITCHELL, Esquire, is called in, and examined as 

follows ; 

• 

In what Business have you been engaged ? 

For some Years past I have been an East India Agent in London, Partner in 
the House of Smith, Inglis, and Company. 

Where did you reside previously to so becoming an East India Agent ? 

1 resided between Ten aiul Eleven Years in Bombay, and was Partner in the 
House of Bruce, Fawcett, and Company, of that Place, 

Has your principal Knowledge of the East India Trade been acquired since 
you ceased to reside in India? 

My Knowledge of the Trade of India itself was certainly most extensive whilst 
I was in India ; — my Acquaintance with the I'rade from this Country to India, 
which has grown up since the Opening afforded by the last Charter, has been, 
mainly since that Event took place. 

Stare in what Respects the Trade has been acquired or increased since the 
Renewal of the Charter ? 

The I'rade has been generally very much increased. A much greater Quantity 
of the Manufactures and staple Commodities of this Country have been exported 
to India since the Opening of the Trade than had been before exported. 

In that Answer, do you speak of cur Settlements in the East Indies, or to 
that pursued also to China- and the East India Islands ? 

1 .speak principally of the Trade which has been permitted to be carried on as 
the present Law stands ; that is, Trade to the principal Settlements of India. 
During the 'I'ime that the Island of Java was held by our Government, before 
it was given up to the Dutch, several British Establishments were created upon 
it ; and since the Island was so given up, the Trade has been continued that 
was then commenced, and is certainly increasing. 

In that Answer, do you speak of a direct Trade between this Country and Java, 
or is it carried on bom India to Java ? 

I .speak of a direct Trade Iroin this Country to Java. The Ships of this Coun- 
try are freely admitted into the Ports of Java; at present they pay a higher Duty 
than Dutch Ships pay, but they are freejy admitted to the Port of Batavia. I 
believe there are some Restrictions which Jo not allow them to go to the other 
Ports of the Island, but they are occasionally permitted to do even that, on Lipence 
front the local Government. 

You consider that Trade to be on the Increase ? 

Most certainly ; and particularly in the Cotton Manufactures of this Country : 
to that I .speak positively, for I have been engaged pretty extensively in it, and at 
this Moment know of considerable Adventures going out. 

T In 


J. F. Mitchell, Esq* 
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J. F. Mitchell, Etq. In your Opinion, are there any Regulations as connected with the East India 

■ Company here, or with the Dutch Government there, which stand in the Way of 

its^further and rapid Increase ; the Question pointing to Java and the East India 
Islands generally ? 

Speaking of the Island of Java, the East India Company have no Control over 
it, I believe. If it were practicable to induce the Dutch Government to put our 
Sliips importing British Cargoes into Java, and exporting the Produce of the 
Island, upon the €amc P’ooting as their own Ships, in return for a similar Con- 
cession on our Parts in the Ports of India, or the Ports of this Country, I think 
the Trade with Java would be very much benefited. With recpect to what are 
called the Oriental Islands, 1 certainly am of Opinion, that a very considerable 
Trade might be created, if those Assistances were given which are now wanting. — 
I mean Ports where our Ships could land their outward Cargoes, and purchase 
their homeward Cargoes, with Safety j such, lor Instance, as the Island of Sinca- 
pore, in the Eastern Entrance of the Strait.s of Malacca. Since the Opening 
afforded by the last Charter, 1 have frequcnily sent out Patterns of the various 
Productions of this Country, to vat ions Part: of India, and to the Eastern Islands, 
with which we had no Communication before, merely to see whether those Things 
would answer ; and I have always found the Enquiry satisfactory', and that there 
was every Prospect of an Opening for those Commodities. 

Specify such Articles as you think a Demaml is likely to arise for ? 

I think, particularly, the Cotton Manufactures of this Country; printed Cottons, 
white Cottons, and what are known in India by the Name of Pulicat Handkerchiefs. 
The Malays wear this Handkerchief round the Head ; and 1 believe the Natives 
of Java wear a Dress of Cotton folded round the Body, which has been so well 
imitated here, that their own native INlanuiacturc lias been very nearly driven out, 
the Cost of the British Manufacture being much less. 

Are you acquainted with the Trade carried on by the Citizens of the United 
States with those Islands ? 

I have no other Knowledge of the Trade carried on by the Citizens of the 
United States with those Islands, than what has come under mv Observation as a 
British Merchant. — 1 never was engaged in any thing of that Kind myself; but 
while I was in India, the American Trade with India and the Ea-itern Islands grew 
up from almost nothing, to an immeii'ie Extent, and the British Merchants always 
thought in consequence of the Restrictions, which then existed, preventing them 
from engaging in the same Trade. The Trade to which I allude, commenced as 
early as the Year iSoo, and by the Year i 8 io it had grown to great Magnitude. 
In the Year 1809 , when I was in (]hina, there were no less, 1 believe, than Eighty 
American Ships in the Port of Canton. Since the Opening under the last 
Charter, the Trade to India being free to British Ships, the Americans have lost a 
great deal of what they possessed during the former Chat ter. 

Are you in the Habit of receiving Orders from Americans for British Manu- 
factures, to be exported to the East ? 

No ; I never executed any Orders for Americans ; but I have an Opportunity 
of knowing, that very considerable American Orders are executed for China and 
those Islands, principally for China. 

Do you not consider the Regulations of the East India Company, as respecting 
China, to cramp all our commercial Speculations with those Islands ? 

I certainly do ; and if I may be permitted to observe, it appeailj to me, that die 
Chinese, of all People in the World, are the most likely to consume the Cotton 
and \^oollen Manufactures of this Country to the greatest Extent, also Hardware 
Manufactures, such as Cutlery, &c. 

Stafe in what Manner those Restrictions upon the China Trade affect our Trade 
with the Islands ? 

If our Ships were permitted to carry Cargoes of British Manufactures for Sale 
among the Oriental Islands, or in China, they might ultimately proceed to China, 

and 
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and return to Europe with profitable Cargoes; whereas not being permitted to J. F. MitMi, Esq, 

go to China, they would, as it appears to me, have great DifBculty in eettino- back 

their Returns. ' & o 

What arc the Returns which you have received for the Goods you have sent 
out to thfc Islands ? 

The I’rade 1 have been connected with, as 1 mentioned before, has been prin- 
cipally hitherto lo Java; the Returns from thence have been Coffee, Sugar, Rice, 
and Indigo in small Quantities, Coffee principally. 

What is the particular Produce of the Islands, which you consider to be saleable 
in Chjna, though not linding a Market in Europe? 

The principal Exports from the (JrientaMslands to China, I believe, are Betel- 
nut, Raitans, Pepper, 'bin, Gold Dust, Elephant’s Teeth, ]iirds Nests, Sharkfins, 

Spices, Camphor, Sandal Wood, and various other Commodities. 

Is the Trade in those Articles between the Islands and China principally or in 
great Part carried on in American Ships? 

Yes ; the Arntiic ans have been accusiomcd lo purchase Pepper, Tin, Betel-nut, 
and the o#her ("ommodities above enumerated, in considerable Quantities, and to 
carry them to China. They generally take out Dollars, and upon the Coast of 
Suma'ra, and among iheotlier Island.^, they collect Pepper, Tin, and the Articles 
I have mentioned, which they carry to China. 'Ehe great Advantage the Americans 
have, is, that they are enabled thus freely to iraflick along the Coasts of those fdands 
and then to go on to China. 

Siatt* the Course of this American Commerce? 

1 in ijevt* tile American Ship^ generally pnacecd with Specie on board to the 
Oriental Islands, and there exchange their Specie for the Productions of those 
Islands, wliich I have before enumerate^, in which they are sometimes engaged 
for several Moiuh^, trafficking backwards and forwards; and that they then 
proceed to China, where the Produce of the Oriental Islands is exchanged ^gain 
for Chinese Goods, and those Cffiliiese Goods brought to Europe, 

Do they not occasionally, in the first Instance, proceed to this (Country, and 
take in a Chirgt) of British Manufactures ? 

Witliin these lew Weeks 1 have been making some Enejuiry upon the Subject, 
and 1 find Ewo American Ships have just cleared, laden partly with British Ma- 
nufactures, and ])artly with Specie, for China. 

Can you slate any Particulars as to their Cargoes? 

One of them has on board British Manufactures, principally Woollens, 

Woisievl StutVs, and printed Cottons, lo the Value of about af 21,000 ; and the 
other, British Manulaetiires, principally Woollens and Worsted Stuffs (which 
latter 1 believe meari'^ Carnblet.-.), to the Amount of j6'20, 000 ; also between 
* them tliere is 30,000 of JVeasiire, making in all about .170,000. One of the 
Vessels entered out for Canton, and the other in the first Instance for Gibraltar, 
which is a free Port, and it i.^ j)erfectly understood she \s going to China. 

What is the runnage of those Two Ships? 

About Eive hundred 1 oiv. each, I believe. 

Can an American of a small Size, by Law, clear out from London for India? 

1 am not aware of any Restriction on American Slijpping intliac Respect ; nor 
is there, as I understand, any Restriction as*to Size upon a British Ship clearing 
from Gibraltar. 

AVould not a British Ship of like Burthen, clearing out from Gibraltar to the 
Indian Islands, be liable to Penalty when in thelnUian Islands ? 

I believe not. 

You speak of the Americaivs having Advantages in trafficking along the Coast; 
do you allude in that Answer to their being permitted to carry on their Commerce 
in Ships of light Burthen ? ^ 

When I said that the Americans* had a great Advantage over British Ships in 
trafficking along those Coasts, I meant, that thc^y had the Advantage of being 

perfectly 
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j. F. Milch Ji, Esq. perfectly unrestricted, and that they couhl go and come where and when they 

pleased, as well as in their Size, certainly ; a Vessel ot 350 Tons is better 

adapted to that Ivind of Tralhck than a heavy Vessel of Four or Five hundred ; 
but an h^nglish Ship measuring 350 Tons w'ill carry 500, and an American Ship 
carries only what she measures. 

Do you consider the Restrictions as to Tonnage to be among the principal 
Impediments to the Improvement of the Trade ? 

1 consider it an Impediment, but not the principal Impediment perhaps. 

You spoke of having sent different Patterns to the various Islands, did you 
mean Patterns of Cotton Goods only, or of different Kinds of Manutacrures ? 

Of all Kinds of Manufactures j Cottons, Woollens, and Worsted, and Hard- 
ware also. 

You mentioned having sent Samples of Cotton Goods to the Eastern Islands 
with Success ; did you mean by that Expression, that you had executed any 
Orders in consequence to any considerable Extent ? 

I have already mentioned that my principal Connection hitherto has been with 
Java; and certainly I have executed considerable Orders in consequenae of Pat- 
terns sent there. With respect to the other Islands, as our Merchants have 
hitherto had no other Station, Penang has been the Head (Quarters of our 'I'rade, 
and through that Channel, although" I have not yet executed any Orders, 1 have 
lately received satisfactory Information upon the Subject. 

You have said that considerable J'rade with the Oriental Islands could be esta- 
blished, if properly secured ; what did you mean by that Expn ssion 

That there should be (hie or Two Stations among those Elands, to which our 
Ships might be addressed, and where their Cargoes might be depo^-ited in Safety, 
and W'here the Return Cargoes might be ftiken in and brought back to Europe. 

Defyou apprehend there would be any Danger in the Navigation there, or in 
that Intercourse, arising from Pirates? 

There certainly is such Danger : those Seas are infested with Pirates ; and the 
Shipping belonging to our Settlement at Penang are generally armed. 

What is the lowest-sized Ship vou should consider as secure from the Attacks of 
Pirates ? 

I believe the Penang Eastern Traders are seldom under 250 or 300 Tons. 

Do you consider them as secure from Pirates ? 

I believe they are considered by their Owners to be secure, and that they are 
found the best Description of Vessel for that Kind of Trade. 

Are there not American Vessels trading in tliose Seas of much smaller 
Tonnage ? 

Yes ; I have .seen an American Vessel at Penang, I think, of Eighty Tons ; and 
they are of all Sizes under 50c Tuns. 

Did you ever hear of any American Ve.'>sel 4 experiencing Attacks from 
Pirates ? 

I cannot say that I recollect One Instance. 

Are you aware whether there is ar];y Difference of Insurance between Amew 
rican and Penang Vessels ? 

I am not aware that it has been customary to insure the Penang Vessels in this 
Country, so that there is no Scale by which I could compare it ; but 1 would say 
generally, I should not think there would be any Difference. 

Have you practically known much Loss sustained by our Trade in tliose 
Seas ? 

No, I have not ; I cannot call to Recollection any Instance of any conslilerable 
commercial Loss : there have been various Instances of Ships trading upon the 
Coast being cut off by the Natives, in Quarrels citlier vrith the Crew or Conn. 

manders 1 
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manders : these Instances have occurred perhaps once or twice in the Course J.F.Aliiclu‘a,i:sci. 
of my Recollection, but not frequently. 

Are the American Vessels better manned and armed than our own ? 

The American Vessels, I believe, generally carry about Six Men for every Hun- 
dred Tons : the British Ships, I think, consider Six or Seven sufficient. I do not 
think the Americans are better armed. 

Have you yourself experienced any practical Inconvenience from the being 
obliged to carry on the Trade with Java in Vessels of not less than 350 Tons ? 

No ; my Opinion is, that a Vessel of 350 Tons is quite small enough for the 
Trade to Java, because the Cargo is taken in at one Port in Java, generally. 

Have you Reason to think that the Impoi;t of Woollen Goods by the Easj 
India Company into China has been beneficial to them ? 

No ; I have Reason to believe that it has not been beneficial to them. 

To what Cause do you attribute that Circumstance ? • * 

I can only impute it tp the Circumstance of their being a great chartered Com- 
pany ; for it^is withii^ my Knowledge, that those very Articles, carried by the 
East India Company to India, and which they could not themselves sell there, 
have been sold by them to private Merchants ; and that private Merchants have 
made Profit upon them at Canton. 

By being sold by them to private Merchants, do you mean sold by them to 
private Merchants at a Profit ? 

No, at a Loss. 

If there was a Probability of there being so great a Demand in China for 
Woollen Goods, as you stated in the former Part of your Evidence, do you con- 
ceive that the Loss that the East India Company may have experienced from the 
Sale of those Goods is to be wholly accounted for by their being a Company ? 

When 1 say that it is because they are a great Company, I mean of course in 
that to convey, that they do not carry on the Trade in the same Way that a 
private Merchant would do. They pay more perhaps for their Goods in the 
first Instance ; it costs them more to carry them there ; they do not take the same 
Means of selling them that a private Merchant does ; and generally, I have no 
Doubt that what is a losing Trade in the Hands of the East India Company, 
would be a profitable Trade in the Hands of private Merchants. 

Why does it cost them more t& carry the Goods ? 

Their Ships are much more expensive. 

To what Cause do you attribute their being much more expensive ? 

They are much larger and more expensively furnished. 

* Do you know the Difference of Freight charged to the East India Company 
and to Private Traders ? . 

The lowest Rate of Freight the Company pay for one of their China Ships is I 
believe about .i'25 a Ton, and a Private Ship might be found for the same Voyage 
for .^10 a Ton. 

Upon which would the Insurance be the greatest ? 

I think there would be scarcely any Difference. I speak of a very fine English 

Ship when I speak of a Ship at \iTo a Ton. 

• * 

* Do you happen to know whether the Warehouses in the Ports ofHindostan are 
at the present Moment glutted with European Merchandize ? 

I understand the Question to refer to Calcutta, Bombay, Madras, and Prince 
of Wales’s Island. I received a Letter Yesterday from Calcutta, representing the 
Price of all European Commodities to be improving, that the Glut had ceased. 

With respect to Bombay, in some respects there were perhaps too many British 
Goods there, in other Instances too few. I should say that the Market was not 
overstocked. The Trade with Madras is very limited, and I cannot speak so de- 
( 42 .) . -U cisively 
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J. P. Mitchfii, Etq. cisively with respect to that ; 1 believe at Penang the Quantity of European Goods 
■ is not more than usual. 

Have you understood that the Glut at Calcutta has been very great ? 

Yes, it was very great perhaps about a Year or Eighteen Months back, but 
* (he Effect of that Glut has been a more extensive Consumption, and the Glut is 
perhaps the best Thing that could have happened for this Country. 1 think, if 
I may be permitted to make the Observation, that something might be added to 
our Commerce with His Majesty’s Island of Ceylon, were it not that the Duties 
levied by our Government there are so exceedingly heavy as to prevent all Com* 
merce. I have a Letter from a most respectable Merchant there, which 1 will 
I)eg to read ; it is dated Point de Galle, the ad of November i8i8, and in these 
Words “ If we had but due Encouragement at Ceylon, I think we might do 
well, but our Duties are sadly against us 1 mentioned them in a Letter some 
“ Time ago, in the Hope of some Notice being taken of them, and now beg to 
repeat to you, that even on Broad Cloth, Iron, Copper, and all Articles of 
“ British ManufactUie, 25 per Cent, is added to the' Invoice, and 8 per Cent. 
“ charged on the aggregate, making a Duty of toper Cent. On Cotton Cloths 
it is still worse, 25 per Cent, is added to the Invoice, at^ 12 per Cent, charged 
on the aggregate, making a Duty of 15 per Cent., which you will allow 
amounts nearly to a Prohibition ; was it not for those Duties, I think we might 
take many more Things than we do, particularly of Cottons ; so pray see what 
you can do. I really think it cannot be known that such Duties exist in 
“ a King’s Colony, when the same Articles are imported in British Bottoms Duty- 
“ free at the Company’s Settlements ; but here there is no Difference between 
“ British and Foreign Bottoms.” The Duties on British Manufactures were 
ordered to be taken off in the Ports of India soon after the last Charter was granted 
to the East India Company ; they pass free into those Ports 1 believe at present. 

How are those Duties imposed ? 

By the local Government of Ceylon. 

Is there any Trade carried on between India and China in Country Ships ? 
I'here is a great Trade carried on between India and China in Country Ships, 
a great Trade from Bengal, and a great Trade from Bombay, in the Products of 
India; but during the former Charter of the East India Company, their Indian 
Governments frequently would not permit British Staples and Manufactures to go 
to China in the Country Ships of India ; and I believe they still consider that 
they have the same Power they then possessed, ?nd that some of the local Govern- 
ments still exercise it occasionally ; although I think this is a Point the Court of 
Directors would easily relinquish, if it was requested of them. 

Can you suggest any Modes, by which the Export Trade from this Country 
to British India could be increased f 

I think if the East India Company would freely permit the Country Trade of 
India, which at present is permitted to carry on Trade between India and C hina, 
and between China and India, freely to carry British Staples and Manufactures 
to China, that such Freedom would occasion a considerable additional Opening 
for those Goods. 

Do you know whether any Attempt has been made by British Merchants to 
carry on a Trade with Cochin China f 
I believe not, for some Years past. 

Was any Attempt that ever has been made unsuccessful f 
I really cannot speak decidedly upon that Question. 

Do you think there is an increasing Demand for British manufactured Goods 
for the Use of the Natives of the Continent of India ? . 

Yes ; I certainly do think the Demand for British Manufactures on the Con- 
titient of India will increase, and that it is extending itself into Persia and other 
Countries. 


What 
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. What Description of Articles of British Manufacture and Produce generally f - yiUMi, 

find a Market now in Hindostan r 

The printed Cottons and white Goods of Manchester, and the fancy Muslins 
and Goods pf Glasgow ; there is a considerable Demand also for Copper, Iron, 
and Lead, for Hardware, Glassware, &c. There was an immense Demand for 
empty Bottles, which was overdone, but is again reviving. 

Are you acquainted with the Tmde in the Persian Gulf? 

During the Time I resided in India, J. had an Opportunity of knowing that 
there was a considerable Trade carried on between India and the Persian Gulf, 
but I was not myself engaged in it. , • 

Do you consider it an important and improving Trade ? 

I have just stated, that I consider the Tra^de in British Manufactures is increas- 
ing, and I believe a considerable Portion of the Exports from England to Bombay 
of British Manufectures have gone to supply the Persian Market. 

Are there any particular Impediments in that Trade, which do not exist in any 
other British Trade ? 

There are Pirates in the Persian Gulf, who are very formidable, and against 
whom an Expedition has been lately acting ; it will almost always require a Naval 
Force from Bombay to keep the Navigation in the Gulf of Persia open. 

Would a very small Force be sufficient for that Purpose ? 

The Bombay Marine has generally possessed Three or Four Ships of Sixteen 
or Eighteen Guns, and I should think a Force of that Description quite sufficient 
to present the Pirates gaining any great Strength. It has required a strong 
Armament to put them down, but that was after they had been suffered to exist 
for some Years. 

Do you mean that that Number of Ships will always be required for the 
Purpose only of securing the Trade in the Gulf, or for all the Purposes of the 
Port of Bombay ? 

I should think, though it is not a Subject I can pretend to be much acquainted 
with, that Four or Five Ships of the Class I have mentioned will be necessary to 
keep the Gulf of Persia free from Pirates, and to preserve the Passage from 
Bombay to Bussora, so as to secure the Intercourse (overland) between India 
and this Country ; there was a Period, when our Ships of War were withdrawn, 
that the Intercourse was completely stopped, no Merchant Ship could navigate 
those Seas. , 

Are the Imports of the private Trade from India and the Eastern Seas entirely 
for the British Market, or itre any Part of them imported for Re-exportation ? 

A very large Proportion is imported into England for Re-exportation to the 
Continent of Europe ; the greater Part of the Coffee of Java is for the Supply of 
Holland and Germany. 

Have the Americans any Advantage over our free Traders in that Trade, 
arising from our Regulations ? 

Yes ; the Americans are at liberty to carry the Produce of Java, or the Oriental 
Islands, at once to the Continent of Europe, to one or more Ports, as they find 
it most convenient ; whereas our Ships are compelled to come to England. They 
have the same Advantage precisely in the Trade from India itself within the 
Company’s Limits. 

* Are you acquainted with the Trade from India in British Ships to the Port of 
Liverpool ? 

Since the free Trade has existed, we have had several Ships consigned to us 
from India to the Port of Liverpool. 

Have the Traders to the Port of Liverpool any superior Advantages to those 
who trade to the Port of London, arising from the Delays previous to the brea^g 

Bulk in the Port of London ? u n r 

Most certainly j the Port of Liverpool has an Advantage over the Port o 

• • London 
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j.F.MihheU, Esq. London in many Respects; the Dock Dues are much less, and the Delays kx 

the Docks are much less; in fact, a Ship may be cleared in Liverpool in the 

Course of Ten Days after her Arrival ; by the utmost Expedition, it will take 
Thirty in London. 

Is not thair Delay peculiarly detrimental to the Trade, which consists in Re- 
exportauon from the Port of London ? 

No doubt it is ; I think I have seen a Calculation that, from these Causes, a 
Ship could afford to carry on Trade with India from Liverpool, at from One to 

Two Pounds per Ton less than from London. 

• 

Do those Disadvantages, in your Opinion, arise principally from the Nature of 
the Port of London, or from the different Regulations that are adopted in it ? 

They do not arise from the Natufe of the Port of London ; on the contrary, 
London is better situated than Liverpool, being nearer the Continent; they 
arise principally, in my Mind, from the expensive Establishments of the Docks, 
and the extreme Delays occasioned by those Establishments. 

Can you suggest any Mode by which those Inconveniences might be removed, 
without Prejudice to the Revenue ? 

I believe there is a Measure now on foot to bring that Subject before Par- 
liament, on the Part of the Merchants who feel the Inconvenience of it ; an 
Enquiry into the Charges and Delays in the East India Docks, the London Docks, 
and the West India Docks. 

Do you conceive that that Measure which you have said is under Consideration* 
would extend to the Revenue that arises from the Duties upon I’ea ? 

No ; the East India Company conduct all their Business in the East India 
Docks, and as regards their Tea, I never heard of any Complaint. The Measure 
to which I allude, is a Measure on the Part of the private Merchants, and applies 
to all other Commodities except Tea ; but it is not with any View to the Customs 
levied on any particular Commodity, but with a View to reducing the Charges 
paid to the Dock Companies, and expediting the unloading of Cargoes, and 
bringing them forward for Sale or for Export. It does not appear to me that, if 
accomplished, this Measure will in the least endanger the Security of the Revenue; 
on the contrary, it would improve the Revenue, by giving a greater Facility to 
Commerce. 

Do you conceive there is any Mode by which so large an Amount of Revenue 
arising from the Trade with China could be scdired to the Government of this 
Country, in an equally advantageous Manner, as by the existing Mode of con- 
fining the Tea Trade to the Port of London ? 

So long as the Tea Trade is exclusively vested in the East India Company, I 
consider that the present System is probably the best and safest for the Revenue ; 
but if the China Trade was thrown open to British Commerce, I have little 
Doubt that the Revenue produced from it would greatly exceed the present 
Revenue. • 

From what Causes yould that Increase arise ? 

The Tea would be brought home by the free Merchants much cheaper than 
it IS brought at present, and would therefore, as it appears to me, be consumed 
in greater Quantity ; we have always found that Cheapness increases Con- 
sumption. 

Are you able to say what Proportion the Quantity of Tea* furnished by the 
East India Company to the Continent of Europe bears to that which is supplied 
from other Quarters ? 

I have lately understood that the Quantity of Tea carried by the Americans 
and others during the last Year, to the Continent of Europe, was between Two 
and Three Millions of Pounds Weight ; and I think I have also understood, that 
the Quantity of Tea exported from England during the last Year does not 
amount to Two Millions of Pounds, that is, to the Continent of Europe and to 
our North American Colonies ; I cannot separate the Two. 
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Can yon state to what Part of the Continent of Europe the greater Part of the J. F. Mucheii, Etq. 
^export Tea Trade from this Country goes ? — 

No, I cannot. 

Do you happen to know whether, at present, the Warehouses of Amsterdam 
and Altona are overstocked with the Produce of China ? 

I cannot speak particularly to those Ports, but T believe there is a very con- 
siderable Stock of the Produce of China in Europe generally at present. 

Have you reason to. think that the existing Distress in the. United States of 
America is in any Degree owing to their having overtraded in China ? 

I should think that the existing Distress in America may be partially owing to 
their having overtraded in China, although I should rather say to their having 
overtraded generally, much as we have ourselves done; and I should ascribe 
more to the Change which has taken place in their Currency, following the 
Change in this Country. • 

The Witness is directed to withdraw. 


Ordered, That this Committee be adjourned to Tuesday next. Twelve o'clock. 
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Die Martin, 27" Junii 1820. 


The MARQUESS of LANSDOWNE in the Chair. 


GEORGE LYALL, Esq. is called in, and examined as fallows; 

Have the Goodness to state what is your Profession ? 

I am a Merchant and Ship Owner, principally connected with the Trade ol’ the 
East Indies as a Ship Owner. 

Have you any Knowfedge of the Trade carried on between this Country and 
China, or the adjacent Countries ? 

I have a general Knowledge of the Trade. 

How, in your Opinion, do some of the Restrictions imposed on this Trade, in 
the East India Company’s Favour, operate to the Prejudice of other British 
Interests ? 

They operate in this Way ; they prevent the private Trader carrying the Com- 
modities of any Part of the World to China, and they also prevent our bringing 
from China the Produce of China, to any other Part of the World. 

Do they, in your Opinion, so operate, without any Advantage to the East India 
Company’s Monopoly ? 

I think they do, in many Respects. 

Will you state your Reasons for that Opinion ? 

They prevent our carrying the Produce of China directiy to the Continents of 
Europe or America; which Trade is open to the Americans, or any other Pov^er. 
The Americans and other Powers also can take the Ciommoditics of this or any 
other Country to China, from which British private Eraders are likewise 
excluded; and as the East India Company do not carry on any direct Tiad.t; fn^m 
China to the Continent of Eu.'ope or America themselves, (and I believe are 
prevented by their Charter from doing so), the'EHect of the Restrictions is to 
force a valuable Trade (in which this Country would participate largely), 
entirely into the Hands of the Americans, and other foreign Nations, without any 
British Interest whatever deriving any Advantage from it, not excepting the 
East India Company; so that, in fact, they may be considered virtually as 
^tablishing a Monopoly in this Country in favour of America, to the Ex< ! jsion 
and Prejudice of the whole British Community. 

Do not the Americans actually carry on this Trade, and to what Extent? 

That they do carry it on to a very considerable Extent, to the Exclusion of the 
Importations of China Produce from this Country to the Continent, appears from 
this, that the whole Quantity of Teas exported from this Country to the Continent, 
in the Year i8i8, is shewn by a Statement moved for in the Elouse of Commons, 
to be only Thirty-eight thousand Pounds Weight, whereas I have seen a State- 
ment within these few Days, by which it appears that the Quantity imported into 
Holland and Hamburgh only, by the Intervention of the Americans, during the 
Year 1819, was upwards of Eighty thousand Chests. 
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What is the Average Weight of a Chest ? George Lyaiu Est/. 

About Seventy-four Pounds, I believe. L 

When you stated that Thirty-eight thousand Pounds Weight of Tea were 
exported to the (Continent of Europe, did you include the Ports of Hamburgh, 

Altona, and Bremen, as well as Amsterdam ? 

All the Ports on the Continent. 

Are you acquainted with, or have you ever been concerned in the Trade in 
Furs carried on between the North-west Coast of America and Canton j and if so, 
state what you know thereupon ? 

My Father was concerned in that Trade several Years ago ; the Nature of it is 
this : British Manufactures of different Sorts were sent out from hence to the 
North-west Coast of America, and there exchanged with the Inhabitants on that 
Coast for Furs of various Descriptions^ which Furs were, by special Licence from 
the East India Company, allowed to be taken to China, and there sold for 
Dollars ; which Dollars our Supercargoes were obliged to pay into the East 
India Company’s Treasury there, who gave them Bills on England, at Twelve 
Months Sight, for the Amount. 

Is that Trade still carried on ? 

1 do not know to what Extent it is carried on at present, but my Father was 
induced to abandon it from the Disadvantages under which we laboured in carrying 
it on, as compared with the Americans, wlio were enabled to exchange their Furs 
for the Commodities of China, and to take those Commodities to any Market 
which might afford a Prospect of a beneficial Sale ; whereas our Ships were of 
Necessity compelled to return without any Cargo to this Country, and conse- 
quently without any Freight. I ought to mention, that the Americans got about 
Twenty per Cent, more for their Furs in consequence of their being enabled to 
take other Commodities in Exchange for them, which Advantage alone would 
make a Difference of about ^ 2,000 in the Proceeds of the last Cargo that was 
sold by us in China. I have also heard from good Authority, that in consequence 
of the Disadvantages I have stated, nearly the whole of that Trade has fallen 
into the Hands of the Americans, and has been carried on by them since almost 
exclusively. 

Have you in your Possession any Cargo*or other Book which would enable 
you to speak as to the Mode of carrying on this Trade, and the principal Articles 
of Barter ? * 

I have a Cargo Book in my Possession, which will confirm what I have stated 
with rtspect to that Trade. The Book of the Ship Prince William Henry, one of 
the Ships so employed. 

State what are the principal Articles of Barter mentioned in that Book ? 

It appears by this Book that Iron in Bars, Hardware, Tea Kettles, and other 
Articles of Ironmongery, Sheet Copper, Beads, Buttons, and Blankets, and 
Trinkets, were the principal Articles of Barter upon this Voyage : but on a sub- 
sequent Voyage, coarse 'Woollens, Broad Cloths, seem to have formed a pre- 
dominant Article, together with Hardware and some Carpenters’ Tools and 
Muskets. 

Are you acquainted with any Particulars of the Seal Skin Fishery, or what is 
commonly called Skinning, and the Trjide in Seal Skins with China ; and if you 
are, state the Particulars of your Knowledge ? 

The 'Pradc in Seal Skins with China, has been I believe exclusively carried on 
by the Americans, as our Ships were not permitted to take them there. 

Have you any Knowledge of that Trade yourself? 

I have never been concerned in the Trade myself. 

Can you give any Information to the Committee upon that Subject ? 

By our Exclusion from China, we have been deprived of an advantageous 
Market for our Seal Skins,, which has always been and is still open to the 

Americans. 
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Omge Lfatt, Etq. Americans. A very respectable Ship Ovther i^gaged in the Southern tVhjile and? 

— — gg^ gj^jj Fishery, has informed me, that several Tears ago he brodght a Cargo 

of Skins to this Country, which he sold for a Thousand Pounds, but which, had 
he beat permitted to take to Chiha, he could have sold for Ten thousand Pounds 
at that Period. Skins have since become much more valuable here, comparatively, 
than they were many Years ago, in consequence of a Discovery which was made 
of separating the Hair from the Fur j since that Discovery, this Country has 
afforded a better Market for them ; but the Americans (those concerned in the 
Fishery tell me) have nearly exhausted it j they are caught on small Islands and 
Rocks in the high Southern Latitudes. They are now become extremely scarce 
in those Places where they were formerly found in Abundance. 

• 

Have you any Ship or Ships employed in the Southern Whale Fishery, and parti, 
cularly within the Limits prescribed for Licences in the 53 Geo. Ill, Chap. 1 55 ? 

I have ; I sent a Ship to iish within those Limits about Six Months ago. 

Have you experienced any Inconvenience or Obstruction in the Prosecution of 
this Fishery, from any Law or Regulation now in force, and which gives Advan- 
tage to Foreigners, to the Prejudice of British Traders ? 

The greatest Difficulty I found, was to ascertain the precise Extent of the Limits 
within which she might be allowed to fish, those Limits having been so frequently 
altered and modified by the various Acts regulating the South Sea Fisheries. 

There arc Limits from which the British Adventurer is precluded, which are 
open to Foreigners ? 

That is the general Understanding. 

Can you state from the Map what the Extent of those Limits is ? 

I have consulted several Persons most experienced in the Southern Whale 
Fishery, and who have the largest Interest in it, and the general Opinion is, that 
Ships after passing to the 51st Degree of East Longitude, shall not pass to the 
Northward of Ten Degrees of South Latitude, until they shall be to the Eastward 
of 1 1 5 Degrees of East Longitude, and that thence until eastward of 180 iJegrees, 
they shall not pass to the northward of Ten Degrees of North Latitude j that is 
the Opinion on which the Owners noy act, which excludes us from Seas which 
I am led to believe would afford a productive Fishery. 

Have you ever seen a Chart of the World, which states or alifxts to state the 
Extent of the Limits from entering into which all Persons are proscribed by the 
Monopoly of the East India Company ? 

Yes, I have. 

Look at that Map, and see whether you have ever before seen that Map ^ (a Map 
being handed to the Witness.) 

I have. 

Have you examined it f 

I have. 

Do you believe it to be correct ? 

I do. 

{The' Map is delivered in.) 

Does not it appear from this Map, that by the East India Company’s Monopoly 
we are excluded from all that Coast or Sea which extends between the 64th and 
the 150th Degree of Longitude, and between Ten Degrees of South Latitude and 
60 Degrees of North Latitude, or how otherwise ? 

I believe the Map means to convey, that we are excluded from entering the 
Limits of 1 1 Degrees of South Latitude, within the Degrees of Longitude speci- 
fied by the Question. 
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This restricted Space is open to Licences of Two Kinds, either granted by the 
East India Company or the Board of Control ? 

It is. 

But to enter into any Part of it, some Licence is necessary, either from the one 
Board ot the other ? 

Yes. 

Is not the System of imposing restrictive Regulations, although removeable by 
Licences, still injurious to Commerce and Navigation ? 

I think it is. 

Can you state any Instances, or any Arguments, which induce you to form that 
Opinion in addition to the general Principle ? * 

It has a very decided Tendency to perplex and render uncertain all commercial 
Operations. 

Has it not been particularly inconvenient in the Prosecution of the Southern 
Whale Fishery ? 

I think it has, because the Limitations of that Fishery have been altered I think 
Five or Six Times within about Five-and-lwenty Years, so that it would frequently 
happen that Two or more Ships might he out fishing at the same Time, with dif- 
ferent Limitations and Regulations for their Guidance, and no Doubt that has 
happened. 

"Where is the Injury of that, if each Ship knows its own Limits? 

It only shews the great and perplexing Uncertainty those Restrictions and 
Alterations may have a 'I’endency to produce on the Minds and Ifroceedings of 
Masters of Ships in that IVadc, who are much more in the Habit of consulting 
and following each other, than of reading Acts of Parliament, of which they must 
be from their Education and Habits very bad Interpreters : such "Restrictions cer- 
tainly damp and repress the Spirit of commercial Enterprize generally. 

Is not the present Trade between India and foreign Europe in British Ships, 
confined to Malta and Gibraltar? 

It is. 

W^ould it not be ailvantageous to British Merchants and Ship Owners, to have 
this Privilege extended to other Ports in the South of Europe ; and if so, to what 
Ports, and in what Extent ? , 

I am not aware of any Reason why there should be any Limitation to parti- 
cular Ports. 

Arc you convinced that the Limitation is inconvenient r 

Certainly it gives the Ships of foreign Powers an Advantage over British Ships 
In trading generally tf) the Mediterranean, because it imposes the Necessity of a 
Trans-shipment of the Goods, to carry the Produce of India to ;my other Port in 
the Mediterranean except Malta or Gibraltar. 

Would the Extension of this Privilege be injurious or ofherwise to the East 
India Conipany’s Trade, or to the Trade generally between Britain and the South 
of Europe ? 

1 do not think that it would be prejudicial, either to the East India ('ompany, 
or to the Trade between Great Britain and the South of Europe. 

Does not the Act of 53 George 111. limit the Importation and Exportation of 
Merchandize between India and England to "Vessels of not less than 350 Tons ? 

It does. 

Would it be advantageous to the Merchants* engaged in this Trade, to be 
allowed to employ smaller Ships or Vessels? 

I think in many Cases it would be advantageous. 

Do you see any Inconvenience likely to result from the Employment of Vessels 
of a smaller Size ? 

(42.) 
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George Lyalt, F^q. No, I do not, from the Merchants having the Power of employing such Vessels 
■ as they may judge expedient and most suitable for their Purpose. 

What Advantage would attend the Employment of small Vessels in the fishing 
or the skinning Trade ? 

Small Vessels are allowed to be employed in those Trades by Liceifte from 
the Board of Controul, even within the Limits of the East India Company’s 
Charter j small Vessels are also permitted to bring the Produce of the East Indies 
to Malta and Gibraltar ; that is. Vessels not under 260 Tons. 

What Rate of Freight do the East India Company pay for Ships employed by 
them in the Indian Trade ? 

The Ships which they have taken up for that Trade during the last Two 
Seasons, have I think averaged from Ten to Thirteen Pounds per Ton Freight. 

Do they take them for more than One Voyage ? 

In the last Two Seasons they have taken them up only for One Voyage. 

What Freight do they now pay in the China Trade. 

The Ships engaged for the China Trade during the same Period -the last Two 
Seasons, I think will average from 3 ^ 2 ^ to ^£26 per Ton Register, and I believe 
Half Freight for Surplus Tonnage. 

Have not they the further Disadvantage in taking Ships lor the China Trade, 
that they do not take them for One Voyage only, but for Four or Five ? 

They take them for Six Voyages generally. 

They entail upon themselves therefore lor Six Voyages that additional 
Freight ? 

They must of course pay that Rtjte of Freight for which they are engaged, 
until the Expiration of the Time stipulated in the respective Charters of thos( 
Ships. 

Whence does this enormous Dift'crence in point of Freight arise ? 

Those Ships, and their Establishments of Officers and Outfit, are generally more 
expensive. 

Do the private Traders export to Europe any Articles of Chinese Production . 
or those of India, or the Indian Archipelago ? 

Tea they cannot import even circuitously into this Country ; and with respect to 
any other Articles, the Importation must be ve.y limited. 

Do you know whether there is a considerable Import of other Articles, ex ■ 
cepting Tea, by the Americans to the Ports of Europe ? 

I believe the Americans import to Europe Nankeens and Silk j 1 do not know 
to what precise Amount. 

Do you imagine that the Trade between the Indian Archipelago and India 
and this Country, by private Traders, is considerably embarrassed by the late- 
Regulations in the Port of London ? 

I am not aware that that Trade is more embarrassed by recent Regulations in 
the Port of London, than any other ; but the East India Dock Rates, in which 
all Ships conning from China or the East Indies must discharge their Cargo, are- 
much higher than those of any other Dock, which is a Disadvantage that Trade 
peculiarly labours under. 

Is not the Time necessary to land Goods passing through the Customs in the 
Port of London considerably greater than in the Port of Liverpool i* 

I have always understood it is. 

Do you know to what Circumstances that increased Delay is to be attri- 
buted r 

1 do not know to what particular Circumstances. I conceive our Custom 
House and Excise Regulations generally are very perplexing, and occasion much 
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Delay and Inconvenience; they are universally complained of : there is a greater 
degree of Business here ; there are greater Facilities given at the Out-ports than 
probably can be afforded where there is so great an Extent of Business as in the 
Port of London. 

In what Proportion are the Rates of the East India Dock higher than those of 
the other Docks ? 

The East India Dock Rates are now 123. per registered Ton for every Ship 
that enters the Dock ; in the West India Dock, the Dock Rate is 5s. per regis- 
tered Ton, and in the London Dock I think it is Fifteen Pence only on the regis- 
tered Tonnage ; but in the London Dock Rate the Expences of discharging the 
Cargo are not included. 

• 

What do you consider the average Expence of discharging a Cargo there ? 

The Secretary or one of the authorized Officers of the London Dock Com- 
pany gave in Evidence before a Committee of the House of Commons, that they 
would discharge the Cargoes of Ships which might come into their Docks at 2s. 

or 2s. 6d. per Ton additional Rate. 

• 

Are those Rates generally regulated by Act of Parliament ? 

The Rates are not specifically regulated by Act of Parliament, but the Proprietors 
are prevented from dividing more than a certain Profit upon the Capital invested 
in those respective C’ompanies. 

Is the East India Dock the Property of the East India Company? 

It is not ; the Directors of the East India Dock Company are by Act of Parlia- 
ment composed (I believe exclusively) of East India Directors, r r Owners of 
regular East India Ships, which are large Ship’s engaged for Six Voyages, and 
entirely navigated by the East India Company’s own Officers, and more immedi- 
ately under its Jurisdiction and Controul. 

Are you aware, whether any considerable Proportion of the Shares are held by 
East India Directors and East India Owners? 

Those who are Directors necessarily hold a certain Number of Shares. 

Does the Obligation to go into the East India Dock occasion great Delay 
before the Cargoes can be landed ? 

Delays have been complained of in the East India Docks certainly ; recently, 
in consequence of Representatiotis made to the Directors of that Dock greater 
Facilities have been given, but the Dispatch is not equal to what is given in the 
West India Dock. 

If not compelled to go into those Docks, would the greater Number of Ships 
• lor their own Convenience make use of them ? 

'Jo a considerable Extent I think they would, because the River hardly allbrds 
-.ufficient Accommodation for the Shipping of the Port. 

Do you happen to know whether the Warehouses at Amsterdam and Hamburgh 
are much overstocked with China Produce at the present Moment ? 

I am not aware that they are. 

Do you conceive that the Pur Trade the Americans have carried on with 
China, has been a very beneficial Trade to tiiem ? . 

I think it has. 

Are you sufficiently acquainted with the Trade of the Americans to be able to 
say whether you think it is the most profitable .Brahch of Trade in which they 
have been engaged with Cliina ? 

No, 1 am not sufficiently acquainted with their Trade to say that ; but I have 
always understood it was a veiy profitable one ; and their persevering in it, and 
carrying it on to the Extent they have done, appears to confirm that Opinion. 
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George Lyall, £iq. 


Are you at all acquainted with New Zealand ? 

1 am not ; I believe the Inhabitants are in so barbarous a State, that no Com- 
merical Intercourse to any Extent can be carried on with them j but I have been 
informed that rhe Navy Board have either imported or sent out Ships to import 
Timber from New Zealand. 

What Species of Timber ? 

Timber for Naval Purposes. For some Years past, the Americans have carried 
on a considerable Trade, I understand, in Skins from New South Wales to China, 
from which we of course are excluded, though in Possession of that Colony ; — 
and with reference to the Fur Skin Trade particularly, I may take this Oppor- 
tunity of giving my Opinion, with Deference to your Lordships, that the unrivalled 
Skill and Enterprize of our Navigaiors have made Discoveries at a great Expence 
to this Country, from which, in consequence of our own Restrictions, the 
Americans have derived all or nearly all the Benefit. 

Can you state what the Freight of the private Trade to India has been for the 
last Two Years? 

It has been generally still less than the Freight paid by the Company. From 
the very depressed State of Shipping, the Freight which private Merchants have 
paid for the Ships they have employed, has, I think, not averaged more than £j 2 
Ton for the last Two Years, upon Ships not chartered. 

Is the private Trade principally conducted by Ships going from England t( 
India, or Ships of Indian Property coming to this Country anti returning? 

Principally by Ships going from England to India, and British Property. 

If Licences could still be obtained for carrying the Fur and Skins purchased on 
the North-west Coast of America to Canton, and the Course formerly adopted 
were again pursued, of obliging the Merchants to sell their Cargo for Dollars only, 
and to pay the Proceeds into the Treasury of the East India Company, leceiving 
Bills upon London in Exchange, should you, under the last Act for the Renewal 
of the Charter of the East India Company, think it advisable to engage in that 
Trade, purchasing a Return Cargo in India, or the Eastern Islands, with the Bill 
received upon London ? 

I am not quite sure that under the present Charter we should be permitted to 
go from China to India, without a special Licence from the East India Compan\ . 

Supposing such a Licence could be obtained ?’ 

Supposing such a Licence could be obtained, it would give an additional 
Facility to the Trade, beyond what we possessed l^efore, and supposing also that 
Ships of a small 'Fonnage were allowed to go, because it would be desirable only 
to employ such Ships in the Fur Trade. 

Would it, under the Circumstances supposed, become again an advantageous 
Trade, in your Opinion? 

I think those Facilities which are proposed to be given to the Trade, would 
contribute to render it more so : but 1 would still observe to your Lordships, that 
however profitable that 'I'rade might be, if we were not exposed to American 
Competition, under the comparatively . more advantageous Circumstances now 
presumed ; yet being exposed to that Competition, the Profits of the Trade must 
ultimately come to that Level which would be formed by the greater Facilities 
given to the American 'IVade, and consequently we should in the Nature of 
Things, as applicable to Trade in general, be eventually excluded from it by the 
Rivalship of more favoured Competitors. 

The Witness is directed to withdraw. 
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CHARLES EVERETT, Esquire, is called in, and examined as fpllows ; 

Have the Goodness to state what is your Profession ? 

That of an American Commission Merchant. 

With respect to American Trade generally, or any particular Branches of it ? 

My Business is purchasing, and shipping to the United States and to other 
Parts. 

Are you acquainted with the Circumstances attending the American Trade to 
China and the East ? 

My Knowledge of that Trade is very limited, indeed, I have only to collect the 
Goods from the Manufacturers and ship them. 

So collecting the Goods^ are you intrusted with a Discretion as to the Quality 
and Selection of the Goods that are so exported ? 

Yes, subject to the Orders of my Correspondents. 

What Description of Goods have you lately selected for the Purpose you have 
described ? 

1 must decline answering that, as it would be exposing the Information derived 
from my Correspondents. 

Are you an Englishman or an American ? 

An American. 1 have no Objection td state that the Goods ! have generally 
selected, have been chiefly Woollen ; with respect to Particulars, I should rather 
refer the Committee to my Employers, who are now in Town, and would be happy 
to give every Information. 

Have you any Objection to state generally, whether the Commission Trade to 
which you have alluded has considerably increased of late ? 

It has increased gradually. I have been engaged in it now about Two Tears 
and a Hall'. 

State, generally, what Description of Articles you have been in the Habit of 
selecting lor F.xportation to India or China ? 

We have taken Cloths, Stuffs, and Woollen Goods pretty generally, and Cotton 
Good.-' of various Kinds, such as Calicoes and other Articles ; we have shipped of 
all KincE of manufactured Good:i; the Woollens arc the great Article. 

Coarse or fine Woollens ? 

Of various Onalities. 

Are you aware of any Difficulty, from the Mode in which the American Trade 
•is carried on, having occurred in the Disposal of those Goods, and in procuring 
Returns for them ? 

I understand they arc obliged to use great Caution to keep the Quantities con- 
cealed ; that if the Chinese should know that a large Quantity was in the Market, 
they would not giv^ much for them ; and we are obliged, instead of continuing our 
Numbers as we ship, to begin Number One repeatedly. 

Do you conceive the Difficulty to arise from the Cunning of the Merchants, or 
the Jealousy of the Government ? 

.From the Cunning of the Merchants, and perhjps from the Jealousy of the 
Government. 

Are you aware of Disputes having frequently arisen between the Commanders 
of your Vessels and the Chinese Government ? 

I do not know of any. 

State, generally, in Vessels of what Size and Description this Export Trade has 
been carried on ? 

The American Vessels are perhaps about One Half the Size of those taken up 
by the East India Company, from. 350 to 500 Tons. 
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Cha$.Evtrett,Esq. Without asking you as to your own particular Trade, do you think this Trade 

of Export from this Country in American Vessels to China and the East has 

greatly inweased ? 

I can only speak as regards myself ; the whole Shipments have been very mode- 
rate, as far as I have known of them. 

Do you mean lately or for a Number of Years ? 

Since I have been engaged in the Trade. 

Have you any Objection to state the Rate of Freight per Ton, at which those 
Shipments in general have been made ? 

The Shipments I have made, have been carried by the Owners’ Ships ; I do 
not know what the Rate of Freight would be. 

Can you state the Number of American Vessels that have gone to India and 
China within the last Year direct from this Country ? 

I know but of Two Vessels that have cleared direct from this Port to China. 

Can you state the Number of Vessels which have cleared from this Port, with 
a View, in the Course of the Voyage, ajf touching in India or China ? 

No, I do not know that I can. 

Is it the ordinary Course of American Vessels leaving the Port of London, 
that are in the Course of the Voyage to touch in China and India, to go direct 
■ or otherwise? 

They generally touch at some Port, . sometimes at Gibraltar, sometimes at 
Batavia. 


The Witness is directed to withdraw. 

Ordered, That this Committee be adjourned to Friday next, Twelve o’Clock. 
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Die f^enens, 30 ’ Junii 1820 . 


■J'he MARQUESS of LANSDOWNE in the Chair. 


Captain JAMES ROBERT OLIVER is called in, and examined as follows; 

What lias been your Profession ? Oi/Jt. J. 

I have spent about Sixteen Year;, in the Marine Service of the East India 

Company, and about Seven or Eight in j)rivatc mercantile Pursuits, in different 
Parts of the World. 

During wlrat Period were you in the Service of the East India Company ? 

Erom'the Year 1796 until about 1814, at intervals. 

Were you during any considerable Part of that Period employed in the China 
Trade ? 

1 made one Voyage to China. 

Had you any Opportunity of observing during that Time the Progress of the 
Trade of the United States with the Port of Canton? 

I have watched the Progress of it, with some Opportunity of knowing how 
much it iiiterleia d with our own Trade ; having been in America Twice, and 
being acquainted with the 0 *vners of Ship., trading to China. 

To what CireumvStances do you attribute the Increase of that Trade? 

To the Spirit of Adventure, and to the unrestrained Manner in which it is 
carried on; to the great Eacilitigs ailorded by the American Government to its 
Citizens, and the Aid which is aflbrded by Capital from Europe. 

Have the Americans in your Opinion any peculiar Advantages for carrying on 
that Trade, which would not apply equally to the British free Trade; supposing 
it to be relieved from (he Rtsirictions to which it is now subject by Law? 

I am of Opinion that we might carry it on, oii the same d enns, with equal 
Advantage to this Country, if it were allowed to be carried on in Ships of less 
d onnage. and where less Capital would be required. 

Have you in any Instance observed any Inconvenience to result to the Ameiican 
Trade, from the smaller Size of the Vessels in which it is carried on? 

None w'hatever. 

Are there in your Opinion any Circumsianccs peculiarly attaching to the 
Commerce or Revenue of this Country, tjiat would make it expedient that the 
Tirade should be confined to larger Ships than those generally employed by the 
Americans ? 

I cannot conceive any good Reason why it should be confined to Ships of large 
Burthen ; on the contrary, they are diflicult to .navigate in several Parts of those 
Seas, from the Draught of Water : It is attended with much more Expence 
in all Ports all over the World, to conduct a large Ship : I have Memoran- 
dums by me of Two Ships; One of the Burthen of 1,100 Tons, and One 
of 350 Tons ; both of which I loaded myself in England, and discharged in 
Calcutta: I know the Expence attending the Ship of 1,100 Tons, was Eleven 

hundred 
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CaphJ. R. Oliver, hundred and odd Pounds: the Ship of 350 Tons stood me in about 170, 
which was a very material Saving. 

Do you think that this would generally apply to Ships of large and small 
Burthen ; or was it any peculiar Circumstance in that Instance that occasioned 
this great Difference of Expence ? 

I consider it to be always the Case in that Proportion ; the principal Ports of 
Trade in the East lie far up navigable Rivers ; such as Surat, Calcutta, and 
Canton : of course it is much easier for a Ship of small Draught of Water to 
navigate up to the principal Port of Trade, than for a large one ; in fact, they 
cannot do it. Sometimes the Expence falls very heavily ^on the Adventure ; 
and in all Roadsteads, the Distance they necessarily take from the Shore, incurs an 
additional Expence of Boat-hire, particularly at Madras, which is regulated 
accordingly, by the Master Attendant ; besides the Danger large Ships are 
exposed to, of being blown out in Gales of Wind. 

Are you of Opinion then, generally speaking, that the Proportion of Burthen, 
being as Three to One, the Proportion of Expence may be considered as Seven 
to One, as applied to the Trade under Considenuion ? 

I believe that to be a fair Estimate. 

Do the Circumstances to which you have alluded, as making it preferable (o 
navigate in Vessels of smaller Burthen, apply in as great a Degree to the Trade 
with the Islands as to the Trade with the Indian Continent ? 

I believe that smaller Vessels would be found to answer still better in the 
Straights and Eastern Seas, than in other Parts of India ; Vessels of no greater 
Burthen than 1 00 1 ons j in fact, the smaller the greater Atl vantage in approach- 
ing the Places of Trade. 

Are you at all acquainted with the Trade to Java ? 

I have never been at Java, but know something of its 'Trade generally. 

Are you of Opinion that if an unrestricted Intercourse were permitted with the 
Port of Canton in British-built Vessels, an increased Demand would arise in the 
Chinese Empire for British Manufactures and I’roductions ? 

I have Reason to suppose there would be an increased Demand, because in 
spite of alk the Restraints imposed by the Company, there is much clandestine 
Trade carried on every Season in Articles which the Company take exclusively to 
themselves. 

In what Mode is that clandestine Trade carried on ? 

It is taken on board Ships that load for China ; it is not with any View of in- 
juring the Revenue, because there is no Duty on those Goods, nothing but the 
Trouble of entering them, but that the private Traders are not permitted to meddle 
with them. 

Would it not be of considerable Advantage to English free Ships were they 
permitted to engage in the Chinese Trade, as compared with those of the United 
States, which sail directly and indirectly from England, with the Manufacturts pro- 
duced in this Country, without having a previous Voyage to make across the 
Atlantic, as far as relates to the Export of those Manufactures to China ? 

Certainly they would have the Advantage of saving a great deal of Time ; be- 
cause a Voyage to China may be performed in less than Four Months from 
England ; but it cannot from America, being to leeward with the North-east 
Irades, be done in much less than Six ; Americans coming to England save 
their Voyage, and make a considerable Profit by their Cargo of Tobacco, or 
Flour, or Cotton, or other Produce of the United States. 

Would it not be a considerable Encouragement to mercantile Adventure with 
the East Indian Islands, if Vessels engaged in that Trade were permitted to ex- 
tend their Voyage to the Port of Canton to make up their Cargoes ? 

I think no Inconvenience would be experienced by the East India Company 
from it i and that it would be very profitable to those engaged in it. 


Can 
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Can you state to the Committee at what Rate per Ton the Vessels in the Ser- Copt. J. R. Oliver. 
vice of the East India Company are generally navigated ? ■■ ■ 

They h;ve been navigated at 3^47 in War, and ^^33 in Peace; now they take 
take them up at Elevei^ Guineas for India, and I think Seventeen for China, the 
extra Ships. 

Can you state at what Rate per Ton the American Vessels are navigated to 
China ? 

Their Cost is less than one Half of an English Ship. 

Referring to the last Price you have mentioned ? 

Yes ; they were building Ships about Three Years ago at Seventeen Dollars a 
Ton, and we cannot build the most inferior Ship in this Country for less than 
£io a Ton, so that they have a great Advantage over us in point of Freight. 

Can you form any Opinion whether the Expence per Ton of a British Vessel 
engaged in the free Trade,. if it were permitted, would be greater or less than that 
of an American ? 

It would still be greater than the American. 

Owing toVhat Circumstance ? 

Materials are so much dearer in this Country, and our Equipments are much 
more expensive. 

The Wages of Seamen are less, are they not ? 

The Wages of Seamen are much alike. 

Do you not conceive however that the Advantages enjoyed by an English 
Shipper in other respects would be such as to counterbalance any Difference in 
theExpenceof fitting out a Ship in the Private Trade in England and in America? 

Yes, 1 think we could prosecute a Voyage to much greater Advantage sup- 
posing that a Ship destined to China was to take a Portion of her Investment on 
board in Specie, that Specie could be obtained lower in London than in any Part 
of America ; the Goods would of course be obtained at the same Price as the 
Americans supply themselves here, but it is most likely that that Part of the Cargo 
would be furnished upon Credit. We are enabled to take Article.s from Great Britain 
which the Americans cannot supply to the China Market without coming here 
for them ; such as Copper, Tin, Lead, and Iron, Broad Cloths and'Camblets. 

Tin has ceased to be profitable to the East India Company, though it might be 
to Individuals. The Americans cannot supply either of those Articles, because they 
have not yet found the Metals, ol- have discovered them to a very trifling Degree ; 
the same with regard to the Woollens and Camblets, which they have not attempted 
to manufacture, unless as a mere Experiment. 

Could not the Americans get Tin at Banca ? 

• No ; since the Re-establishment of the Dutch Power in India, they have mono- 
polized that Article entirely ; they could buy it at the Public Sales at Java, but it 
would be at a Price that would not pay them when carried to Canton. 

Could the Americans trade with Canton with Tin purchased at Java, to a 
greater Advantage than the English Merchants could with Tin carried out from 
England ? 

I believe they could not; I believe if the Opportunity was afforded to In- 
dividuals once more to export Tin to China, they would do it with Advan- 
tage. 

If the Trade with Java was* thrown open, would it annihilate the Trade of lin 
from England ? 

No, because the Quantity of Tin that is produced at Banca is very well ascer- 
tained. 

Can you state to the Committee any Circumstances connected with the Coun- 
try Trade carried' on from the Dominions of the East India Company to the 
Eastern Islands ? 

( 4 .Si{.) A a It 
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OKptJ. M. OliMT. It » not carried on to that Extent which it was formerly, entirely owing to the 
Interference of the Americans ; we can no longer collect a Caigo a P^per at 
nutra, hecause the Ahiericans send there about Forty Sail* of Veesds, averaging 
about aoe Tons Burden, many df them muth less. ^ 

Are those Vessels, do you apprehend, particularly built for the Sumatra Trade, 
or Ire they the American Vessels generally employed? 

Any Description of Vessels ; I know some of them that have been at some 
Times built upon to make them larger, sometimes cut down to make them 
smaller. 

You conceive them to be employed in that Trade of die particular Burden 
you have stated, from its being found from Experience to be best adapted to 
carry it on ? • 

Assuredly; the Coasts of that Island are surrounded by Coral Reefs and 
Shoals, which make it impracticable for a large Ship with a great Draft of Water 
to navigate them with any Safety. 

Does not that Circumstance apply equally to most of the Islands that form the 
Indian Archipelago, and the adjacent Seas ? 

I believe those Seas abound in sunken Rocks and Shoals, of which we have but 
a very imperfect Account. 

Have the English Ships hitherto employed amongst those Islands been of large 
or small Burden ? 

What few have been employed sailing from the Ports of India have been of 
email Burden, but not so small as the American Ships in general. 

Have not Vessels of a larger Description sailed directly from this Country to 
those Islands since the last Alteration in the East India Company’s Charter ? 

I do not know that ; on the contrary, we are excluded from going into those 
Seas unless by a special Licence. 

Do you know of no Instances of Vessels with a special Licence from the East 
India Company, and exceeding 350 Tons in Burden, having engaged in the Trade 
with the Islands of the Indian Archipelago ? 

1 believe at this Moment one has proceeded ; 1 know of another Ship which 
has gone to Manilla without (I understand from the Proprietor) having ti^en the 
Trouble to apply for a special Licence, or to ask Permission of the East India 
Company. 

Are you aware of any Instance in which such a Licence has been applied for and 
on any Ground refused ? 

Never. 

Are you of Opinion that if the Limitation with respect to Tonnage was removed, 
and the Vessels were allowed to sail without a Licence from the East India Company, 
such Adventure would be undertaken directly to trade with the Eastern Islands ? 

I think I can most boldly assert, that it would be entered upon with Alacrity. 
At present, I think, it would involve too great a Risk : I mean with regaid to the 
required Tonnage of the Ship and its consequent Expence. 

Are not many of the Productions of those Islands so considerable in Value, 
in proportion to their Bulk, as to make ft particularly desirable to export them on 
that Account in Vessels of smaller Dimensions, from the Difficulty of making up 
a Cargo for a larger Vessel ? ' 

That is the Case ; the Commodities of those Seas'are small, they do. not occupy 
much Bulk, but are of great Value. 

Are the Premiums of Insurance from this Country to ChinI or Calcutta the 
same upon large Ships as small ones ? 

I find that to be the Case, that there is very little Distinction made; nothing can 
be lower or more encouraging than the Premiums of Insurance. 


Are 
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Are yQtt of Opinion that, sJthough not recommended in other respeotr, ai bong 
calcttlat)ed for Mercantile Adventuri^ large Ships are. preferable in those as 
being less exposed to the Depredations of Pirates?. 

A Ship-rigged Vessel commands Respect, ho matter how small ; it would be 
imprudent to go unarmed, although the Americans do carry on their Trade very 
sarely in Vessels unarmed. 

Are not their Vessels all square-rigged ? 

There are some Schooners of Eighty Tons. 

Have you understood that the Americans have sustained any material Incon- 
▼enience in any Branch of their Indian Trade from the Attacks of Pirates? 

In very few Instances indeed. I happened to know one Gentleman who com- 
manded a Ship to the Coast of Borneo from Salem Four or Five Voyages, he 
always met with a friendly Reception ; but in the last^Instance he did discover 
some treacherous Design against him, which he escaped ; it requires, of course, a 
Degree of Vigilance. I think we are rather mistaken with respect to the general 
Character of the Malays ; although there are certain Islands that are piratical, I 
believe th^y are Persons in a State of Revolt from their Governments, organized 
as they arc in that Part of the World. I do not think it at all the general Cha- 
racter of the Malays. If an Individual fell in among the Ladrone Islands with a 
small Ship, they would molest him and make him a Prisoner, and take the Ship if 
they could ; but we are not to infer from that, that the Chinese are of a piratical 
Character} although they appear to be one and the same People, they are Outlaws 
who have multiplied in Population, and consolidated themselves in Power. 

Do not the Chinese carry on a considerable Trade in Vessels of their own Build 
with the Eastern Islands ? 

To an immense Extent; the Junks are passing as freely in the China Seas to all 
those Islands as British Ships pass across the Atlantic. 

What Description of Vessels in Size and Equipment are those Junks? 

They .ire of various Burdens, from One hundred toTour hundred Tons, greater 
and less, I believe. 

Do they experience any considerable Inconvenience from the Attacks of 
Pirates ? 

I never heard of an Instance. 

Is it not probable that Vessels of European Built, and of. the same Size and 
Equipment, would be as able to protect themselves from the Attacks of Pirates, as 
Chinese Vessels of the same Description ? 

Much better, from the Nature of the Armament; the Chinese use Stones from 
Slings and Pikes, we use Cannon and Musketry. 

Are you aware of any Prejudices or Opinions entertained by the Inhabitants of 
the Chinese Empire, that would have the Tendency of preventing their consum- 
ing British Manufactures? 

I cannot conceive that they have any ; on the contrary, they have a great Avi- 
dity to purchase them ; our Broad Cloths and Norwich Camblets are immediately 
salable. 

Do you not conceive it probable, that were a free Trade open to British Adven- 
turers with the Port of Canton, Articles of British Mpufecture not now consumed 
by the Chinese, would become Objects of their Taste and Desire ? 

I do not doubt it ; it is only very recently we have introduced British manu- 
factured Cottons there, (White Calicoes chiefly) which found a ready Sale. 

Can you state any Circumstances relating to bther Parts^of the Coast of^Asia, 
which would lead you to expect an increased Intercourse \nth those Countries in 
the Event of that Intercourse being permitted through the Channel of a free 
Trade ? 

There are many valuable Commodities in Cochin China, and in the Gulf ot 
Siam, which are adapted to European Consumption, particularly Sugar, which I 

consider 
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Capt. j. R. Oliver, consider to be the cheapest and as good as any I have ever yet seen ; I saw a 

^ — Sample of Siamese Sugar in Boston, which had been brought in an American 

Vessel ; nothing could be finer. I think there could be no Doubt that general In- 
tercourse might be prosecuted with great Success ; at all Events the Experiment 
being made on a small Scale w’ould soon shew. 

Do you know the Draught of Water of a Chinese Junk of Four hundred 
Tons? 

They draw very little Water, they are fiat-bottomed ; a Junk of Two hundred 
Tons would not draw more Water than a British Vessel of One hundred Tons. 

Do you know whether the greater Proportion of Tea which the Americans ex- 
port fr.om China is used for their own Consumption, or is carried to Europe ? 

I conceive that One Half of the Tea is used in America, and the other Half in 
Europe. 

Are you aware that a large Quantity of Tea is brought from China to Europe 
circuitously through America ? 

They have no Occasion to bring it circuitously, because they can come direct to 
any Port in France, or any Part of the Continent, and they do. 

Have you Reason to believe that any large Quantity of Tea is brought circuit- 
ously through America to the Continent r 

No ; I do not think it is to the Advantage of the Americans to make a Second 
Shipment of Tea ; the Tea comes direct from China to various Parts of the Con- 
tinent ; a grea^ deal of it is imported to Hamburgh, Havre, and the Ports of the 
Mediterranean. 

Are you in I^ossession of any particular Information or Documents that lead 
you to doubt the Fact of a circuitous Commerce in Tea being carried on by the 
Americans to Europe through America ? 

I do not think it is to their Advantage, when the great Consumption of Tea 
in America is considered, to make that circuitous Voyage, while they can do it 
direct. 

Are you aware tliat a considerable Portion ol' the Tea which is carried to 
America from Canton in American Vessels, does not appear to pay Duty in 
the United Sates ? 

That Point I cannot speak to ; I consider the Trade in Tea to be a valuable 
Branch of Revenue to the United States as well. as to this Country. 

Do you know whether the Teas exported by the Americans from the Port of 
Canton are, generally speaking, of the same or an inferior Quality to the Teas ex- 
ported by the Vessels of the East India Company 

I do not think there is any Diflfercnce ; what 'I’ea 1 have by chance used in 
France was imported in American Ships, and was the same, or indeed better, 
than I could get in this Country : the Tea is much fresher than any Tea we con- 
sume here, from the Circumstance of the Tea in this Country continuing so long 
in the Warehouses. 

Are you acquainted with the Navigation of the Persian Gulf ? 

I am acquainted with those Persons who have been concerned in the Trade. 

From the Information of those Persons, do you believe that the Naviga- 
tion of the Persian Gulf is liable to any extraordinary Danger from Pirates or 
any other Cause ? 

That is the only Danger that we know of : they have been lately subdued. 

Do you believe that free Intercourse with Persia by the Persian Gulf would 
open a very advantageous Vent for British Commodities ? 

1 judge so from the particular Circumstance of the Ships which are engaged 
in that Trade between India and Persia being of very large Burthen ; they are all 
large Ships. 


What 



( «9 ) 


What are the Commodities in which they trade ? Capt. J. It. oiim. 

Sugar, Rice, Indigo, some Kece Goods, and Raw Silk. — 

What do they obtain in return ? 

They obtain Block Copper and Bales of Carpets, I believe as fine as any 
Mexican Copper which stands highest \ they come home light generally ; their 
’tween Decks are generally filled with Horses ; the Ships are so built as to bring 
home Eighty or a Hundred Horses, which are a very valuable Article of Trade 
to India. 

Do you conceive that a small Naval Force stationed in the Persian Gulf 
might be an adequate Protection to British free Trade,, against Pirates, even 
if carried on in Vessels of a smaller Descdption than those hitherto engaged 
in it ? 

That alone is required to render the Navigation perfectly safe. 

State to the Committee whether you are acquainted with any Circumstances con- 
nected with the present State of the private Trade to the Continent of India, 
which lead ^ou to think that it might be materially increased by the Restrictions 
now existing being removed ? 

I certainly consider it to have been a very great Misfortune to the Adventurers 
from this Country, that they should by the late Act of Parliament have been con- 
fined to the Ports of Bombay, Madras, Calcutta, and Penang, because those very 
Ports they ought to have avoided; and if the Coast of India had been thrown open to 
them, it is there where they would have found Markets ; they would have interfered 
less with the Company, and derived Benefit from Sources where none is derived 
now to either Party. 

Are you aware of no Objection connected with the State of the Dominions of 
the East India Company to such free Intercourse along the Coast being per- 
mitted ? 

They have Collectors of tlie Customs at each of the smaller Ports, who would 
effectually counteract any illicit Trade; the native Residents at all those minor 
Places are mo.st anxious to have the Opportunity of disposing of their Goods in 
every Port of the Coromandel and the Malabar Coast. 

Are you of Opinion that the Licences now required by Law to be taken out by 
Vessels in the free Trade are, either from the Difficulty of procuring them in the 
first Instance, or the obtaining »ew ones where the Destination of the Vessel is 
altered, a material Impediment to the Progress of a free Trade ? 

No; we may obtain as many Licences as we like, and at the Expence of only 
Eight Guineas, but then we are compelled to go to either of those Ports, which 
are inundated with Goods, from whicli an Inference has been drawn, that the 
’ Trade to India cannot be profitable to the Merchants. If they were allowed to 
avail themselves of the numerous Ports that were once opulent, and where 
there is still some Remains of a Desire to trade, that would be attended with much 
individual Benefit, whereas now it generally terminates ruinously ; there are 
Nations in India hardly known here, such as the Arabs and the native or Pariah 
Portuguese, who build Ships and who follow the coasting Trade when we are quite 
precluded from it ; they build Ships on Speculation, and sell tliem in the British 
Ports in India, decidedly in Contravention of the Navigation Act, and extremely 
to the Prejudice of British Interests. I know very well that the Trade of building 
Ships in this Country might be much benefitted, and the Shipping Interest 
in general, particularly the Ship-building Trade, if we were allowed to send 
Ships there and sell them for the Purpose of carrying on the coasting Trade ; we 
can do that infinitely cheaper. I have an Acqount by me of a Ship for which 
1 paid £ 2 ^ a I on, and I can get in this Country now a Ship at £12 a Ton, 
equally adapted to trading in India. I’here is certainly a Want of Ships, if we may 
judge from the Number of foreign Ships that are taken into British Employ there, 
to the Prejudice even of the Ship-builders in our own Indian Dominions ; it has 
happened that Danes and Swedes juid Americans have sold their Ships : the 
People in the Burman Empire at Pegu build Ten or Twelve Sail aftnually, all 
(42.) B b which 
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which meet with no Difficulty in obtaining a Licence to trade , the native Portuguesi 
are much favoured in consequence of the Power which the Viceroy of Goa possesses 
of granting Papers to native Portuguese in British India, and in one Instance a 
Man born at Macao, was allowed to make use of the Portuguese Flag to pass from 
one Port to another, carrying on Trade from which British European Ships are 
excluded. I had an Opportunity of seeing one Ship during a short Period placed 
under the Colours of Three different Nations, which would not have been allowed 
in England, and which, I think, calls loudly for the Notice and the Interference of 
the British Legislature. I have a Note of the Proportion of Ships employed -in 
the Port of Calcutta in the Year 1811 ; Twenty-seven were Calcutta built, and 
Thirteen of that foreign Description ; and at Bombay there were Sixteen Bombay 
built and Twelve Foreign. 

The Witness is directed to withdraw. 


ROBERT RICKARDS Esquire is called in, and examined as follows : 

Have the Goodness to state to the Committee what has been your Profession ? 

I have been in the Civil Service of the East India Company in India for several 
Years, and am now a Member of a House of Agency in the City of London. 

Have you in both those Capacities had an Opportunity of observing the Growiit 
and Progress of the free Trade between this Country and India ? 

I have. 

Has it been regularly progressive during the Period of your Observation since 
the opening of the Charter .•* 

It has increased very considerably. 

Has that Increase been regularly progressive, or subject to Variation ? 

The Custom House Records will best shew the Variation which may have taken 
place in the Amount of Exports and Imports, but on the Whole since the passing 
of the Act 53d George 3d. the private Trade with India has increased beyond 
the Expectations of the most sanguine ; it has been attended no Doubt with 
considerable Losses to various Individuals who have speculated rashly in the 
Trade, but those Losses are to be attributed to a Dealing in Articles not fit for 
the Indian Market, and to overloading the Home Market at a singular Crisis with 
Indian Goods. To those Merchants, however, wjho have traded in Articles suited 
to the Indian Market, it may be added that the Trade has been generally profit- 
able ; and under a settled State of Things, is likely to continue so permanently. 

Are you of Opinion that the Progress of this Trade would have been more con- 
siderable, had it not been encumbered with the Restrictions to which it is still 
subject under the Charter of the East India Company, when last renewed ? 

1 am ; if those Restrictions were removed, the Trade would naturally be in- 
creased in due Proportion. , 

Have the Goodness to describe in what Manner those Restrictions peculiarly 
affect the Progress of the Trade? 

All Restrictions are a Clog on the Operations of the private Merchants ; the 
System of Licences tor Example is of this Description ; and also the Limit pre- 
scribed for the Tonnage of Vessels. I think more Vessels would engage in the 
Trade, if they were not restricted to a certain Tonnage ; small Vessels would enter 
into it as well as large ones. 

Has the Limitation of the Trade to E'our Ports caused any Inconvenience, or 
prevented any Extension of it ? • 

This has Reference to the System of Licences ; it would doubtless facilitate the 
Operation of the private Merchant, if he were allowed freely to go to all the 
Ports of India; Vessels it is true may take out a Special Licence for trading to any 
of the Ports of India ; that is, to carry on a direct Trade with any of those Ports 
in India, but not to engage in what is commonly known by the Country, or car- 
rying, Trade. 
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Have any Licences been granted to go generally to any Port whatever, without 
mentioning the particular Port in the Licence ? 

I cannot say whether they are granted in those general Terms. Licences are 
generally applied for to go to some particular Port or Part of India ; a Vessel, for 
Example, going to Bombay, and wishing to deliver any Part of her Cargo on the 
Coast of Malabar, or to take in a Return Cargo from thence to Europe, might 
obtain a Licence in England for that Purpose ; but the Trouble of procuring 
Licences is often 'complained of, whilst the Omission might often be attended with 
Loss. 

Are you aware of any Objections, political or commercial, that would attach to 
a free Trade carried on along the whole Coast, at the Discretion of the Trader ? 

None whatever j on the contrary, 1 am satisfied that it would be attended with 
great Advantage to the Parties concerned in such Traffic. 

Are the Ports and RiveYs generally, along the Continental Coast, of a Descrip- 
tion to make it easier to navigate them in Vessels of a smaller Burthen than that 
now permitted by Law ? 

Both lar^e and small Vessels are employed in carrying on Trade along the 
Coasts of India ; the Convenience or Advantage of employing small Ships in the 
Trade from this Country would be to the resident Proprietor or Merchant, for it 
often happens that a Merchant may have Capital enough to send a Vessel of 200 
or 250 1 ons to Sea (of which Size the Americans have several employed in 
this Trade), when he might not have the Means of equipping a Vessel of from 
400 to 500 I ons. 

You are of Opinion that a Removal of the Restrictions now existing by Law 
would have the Effect of engaging profitably in the Trade a much larger De- 
scription of small Capitalists than are now enabled to undertake it ? 

Were these Restrictions removed, it is probable smaller Capitalists would enter 
into it. 

What are the (’ommodities for which you have found the greatest Demand in 
India since the free 'I'rado has been permitted ? 

Generally speaking, the Staples of this Country, Woollens and Cotton Goods 
in vast Variety. 

Are you aware to what Extent the Prejudices of the Inhabitants of that Coun- 
try have operated, or whether tiiey have operated at all, to prevent their Con- 
sumption of British Commodities ? 

1 am quite sure that they have no Prejudices which, generally speaking, pre- 
vent their Consumption of British Commodities. 

You conceive then that there is no Limit to that Consumption but the Limita- 
’ tion of the Means of paying for the Articles impKirted ? 

Certainly not. 

Are you of Opinion that the free Trade, to the Extent to which it has already 
been carried, has operated at all as a Stimulus to the Industry of the Inhabitants 
who may have been desirous of consuming British Manufactures ? 

Very materially, inasmuch as they must pay for the Goods conveyed to them 
from this Country by the Produce of their own Industry. 

, 1 s that'Stimulus so perceptible as to prcfduce a fharked Difference in the Ha- 
bits and Industry of the Inhabitants where they are most within the Reach of tlie 
Market for British Manufactures ? 

I should think it must be perceptible to those who are on the Spot ; this In- 
crease of the. British Trade to India has taken place since I left it, therefore 1 can- 
not speak from personal Observation ; but I should conceive that an official State- 
ment of the present Indian Export Trade, compared with a corresponding Period 
previous to 1813, would shew that the Produce of Indian Industry had of late 
Years been materially augmented. 

• 

Can you state what has been the Progress, during the Period towhicli you 

have 
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Robtri Rickardt, have alluded, of the Trade with the Islands of the Indian Archipelago, whether 
E$q. carried on from this Country or from the Continent of India ?' 

The Trade from this Country to the Eastern Archipelago has very consider- 
ably increased since the Period of the opening of the Trade. 

In Vessels of what Description has that Trade been carried on ? 

It has been carried on partly in Dutch Vessels, but principally in British Ves- 
sels ; there has also been a great Resort of American Vessels to the Eastern Islands 
of late Years. 

Would not that Trade have been much more considerable in British Vessels, 
had those Vessels been permitted to engage in it under the Amount of Tonnage 
now prescribed ? 

I think so, certainly ; the Trade of the Eastern Islands is one peculiarly fitted 
for small Vessels. 

In what Articles has that I'rade chiefly consisted ? 

A large Quantity of Iron, Copper, Steel, Woollens, and Cotton Goods, some 
of English Patterns, others manufactured after Patterns sent home from Java and 
the different Eastern Islands, of which large Quantities have to my Knowledge 
been sent out and sold at a considerable Profit. 

What has been the Progress of the Country or Indian Trade with those Islands 
during that Period ? 

I should suppose it was pretty nearly the same as before ; the Intercourse between 
the Continent of India and the Eastern Islands has always been confined to a 
certain Description of Goods. 

Would it not materially promote the Increase of the Trade with the Indian 
Islands if the Vessels engaged in it were permitted to touch at tht Port of Can- 
ton for the Purpose of making up their Cargoes ? 

Certainly, it would greatly promote the Resort of Vessels thither if they were 
at the same Time allowed to carry on Goods to Canton and to bring Returns from 
thence, or from the Eastern islands, or an assorted Cargo from b^oth, as might 
best suit their own Convenience and Interests. 

Are you aware of any Objection to such Permission being granted as far as 
relates to the Supply of other Countries with Tea and Commodities the Growth 
of China in British Vessels, the Monopoly of the British Market remaining with the 
East India Company ? 

1 think that British Merchants might carry on Trade between Canton and the 
Ports of foreign Europe in Tea, which is the only Article the Company have the 
exclusive iV'onopoly of, without any Prejudice whatever to the Rights and Pri- 
vileges now enjoyed by the East India Company under their Charier, inasmuch as 
that Trade is carried on to a very considerable Extent by Americans, and is more- 
over a Branch of Trade which the East India Company can neither control nor 
participate in : to exclude British Merchants is therefore to throw it wholly into 
the Hands of foreign Rivals, without any Advantage, that I can see, to the Com- 
pany’s Monopoly. 

Can you state what Proportion of Teas or other Commodities exported by the 
Americans from the Port of Canton are intended for the actual Consumption of 
the United States, or carried to European and other Countries ? 

I have at diflferent Times received from Correspondents abroad. Statements 
which exhibit that Fact, and a short Time ago, I framed from those sepaiUte 
Statements one general one, to shew the Extent of the American Trade with 
Canton up to the latest Period to which my Advices extended. 

Can you deliver in such a Statement to the Committee ? 

1 can. 

a 

The Witness delivers in the same, which is read, and is as follows : 
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You have no Doubt of the Statement you have delivered in being derived 
from authentic Sources ? ® 

It has been forwarded to me by Correspondents on whose general Accuracy 
and Authenticity I have the firmest Reliance, and it has been moreover mentioned 
to me in one of those Letters, to have been checked by Persons on the Soot, 
most conversant with the Nature and Extent of the American Trade. The Pro* 
portion of the Trade to Foreign Europe and to the United States is given in that 
general Statement ; the Importance of this Trade may be further judged of by the 
Amount thereof for the last Four Years, the Imports into Canton by the Ame- 
ricans averaging 6,357,770 Dollars, and the Exports from Canton to Foreign 
Europe and the United States 6,435,400 Dollars. 

Independently of the Teas exported directly from Canton to European Ports 
by the Americans, are you of Opinion that any Portion of the l eas exponed from 
Canton to the United States, are afterwards re-exported for the European Market? 

It is generally understood that Portions are so re-exported. 

Can you state, at all, in what Proportion to the whole Amount imported into 
the United States? 

1 can furnish a Statement of the Amount of Teas that have been imported from 
the Year 1815 to 1 820, inclusive, by the Americans into Holland; but I cannot 
distinguish what Portion ot those may have been directly imported into Holland, 
and what Part from America, but 1 believe the greater Part to have been imported 
direct, without going by America. This Statement 1 received from a House of the 
first Respectability abroad. 

The Witness delivers in the same, which is read and is as follows : 
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Americana into Holland, from 181d to 1820. 
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J?rATEMlSNT of the Amount of Teos imported by the 






Bohea. 

Congo. 

Kompy. 

ASouchon^. 

Padre Sou- 
chong. 


1818. 




* 



Amsterdam 


A. & H. 

- 

— 

3.500 

1,000 

• 1,000 

— • 

Do. 

- 

A.M. 

- 

675 

3,704 

2,173 

239 

— 

Do. 

m 

1’. k N. 

- 

— 

— 

121 

420 

— 

llotterdam 

- 

A. M. 

- 

400 

1,449 

1,149 

156 

— 

Do. 

- 

II. F. 


— 

— 

— 

19 

— * 

Middleburg 

- 

Middleburg 

- 

1,000 

1,830 

1,204 

786 

10 

Amsterdam 

- 

William and J ane 

- 

— 

2,573 

1,500 

929 

— 

Do. 

- 

Voltaire 

- 

— 

— 

— 

360 

— 

Do. • 

- 

P. &N. 


— 

— 

— 

369 

— 

Do. 

- 

Asia 


— 

— 

12,-) 

1,481 

— 

Do. 

- 

Integrity 

- 


4,020 

225 

740 

— 

Do. 

- 

Ophelia 


— - 

1,443 

1,193 

847 

— 

Do. 

- 

Rambler 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Do. 

- 

Sidney 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Do. ’ - 

- 

Turnbull 

- 

— 

— 

— . 

710 

— 

Do. 

- 

Ann and Hope 

- 

— 

2,100 

700 

946 

— 

Do. 

- 

Orion 

- 

— 

— 

— 

1,8^0 

■— 

Do. 


N. W. 

- 

— 

18 

59 

1,590 

— 

Middleburg 

- 

De Zeeun 

- 

400 


600 

800 

— 

Rotterdam 

- 

Augusta 

- 

— 

2 

4 

840 

— 

Do. 

- 

London Trader 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Do. 

- 

Alert 

-■ 

— 

— 

— 

144 

— 

1 Antwerp or Rotterdam 

China 

- 

600 

600 

400 

1,150 

— 

Rotterdam 

- 

Indus 


— 

— 

250 

— 

— 

Do. 

• 

Benjamin Rush 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 Antwerp or Rotterdam 

Nancy 

- 

— 

— 

— 

1,120 

— 

Rotterdam 

- 

Pacific 

• 

— 

— 

— 

180 

— 



Sundry smal) Parcels 

- 

— 

1,672 

407 

1,246 

— 





3,075 

immmmmm 

24,511 

11,130 

17.872 

10 




















( 99 ) 


Americans into Holland, from 1815 to 1820. — continued. 
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STATEMENT of the Amount of Tea* imported by the 
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Bohea. 

Congo. 

Souchong. 

Padre Sou- 
chong. 

Pouchong. 

Cousay. 



1819. 








Amsterdam 

. 

Hoop & Fortune 

- 

— 

4.427 

1,138 

— 

30 

23 

Do. 

- 

Montesquieu 

- 

— 

800 

77r) 

— ' 


60 

Rotterdam 

- 

Asia > - - 

- 

— 

89fi 

877 

— 

— 

87 

Do. 

- 

Bengal 

- 

— 

2,392 

COO 

— 

— 

— 

Do. 

- 

Augusta 

- 

— 

1,000 

937 

• 

— 

75 

Do. 

- 

North Point 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Amsterdam 

- 

Ann & Hope 

- 

— 

iMr>i 

1,120 

— 

j 

75 

Do. 

- 

William & John 

- 

300 

2,U)S 

[MS 

— 

— 

— 

Rotterdam 

- 

Marcellus 

- 

— 

— 

2,(»S3 

— 

— 

— 

Amsterdam 

- 

Patterson 

- 

— 

700 

5 7 S 

— 

j — 

25 

Rotterdam 

- 

Julia 

- 

— 

1,750 

1 

Ml.s 

— 

1 

— 

Middleburg 

- 

Middleburg 

- 

400 

' 2,H27 

93S 

— 

i — 

— 

Antwerp 

- 

Maria prionieria 

- 

— 

1 (iOO 

100 

•— 

— 

— 



Sundry small parcels 

- 

— 

! 701 


— 

35 

32 





700 

1 2(»,MS 

i.),so:; 

— 

C5 

1 

377 





Bt>hca. 

C' 011150. 

Kompy. 

Souchoiii, 

Padie 

StHlt llOTll' . 

I’ourhonj^;. 


1820. 








Rotterdam 

Indicnnc 

- 

— 

1,209 

— 

3,760 

— 

— 

Do. 

Indus 

- 

750 

200 

1,751 

759 

— 

— 

Antwerp 

Pacific 

- 

— 



540 

— 

— 

Middleburg 

De Zeam 

- 

500 



681 

— 

— 

Antwerp 

Kumbang Jatte 

- 

— 

^9 

^9 

— 

— 

— 

Rotterdam 

Hongua 

- 

— 

1 ,490 

450 

500 

c 

— 


Sundry small parcels 

- 

1 

200 

— 

456 

— 

— 




1.250 

4,679 

2,892 

6,696 

1 

— 
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Americans into Holland, from 181«^ to l820.~con^i«Mcd. 
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Does this Statement ‘include the Amount of Tea imported into Holland in 
Dutch Vessels? 

It includes the Importation into Holland in all Descriptions of Vessels. 

Can you state generally, dniing the Time to which your Statement refers, the 
Proportion ot Tea imported in American and Dutch Vessels ? 

By far the greatest Part has been imported in American Vessels. 

To what Circumstance do you attribute the Advantage of American Vessels 
engaged in the Supply of Holland, over the Dutch Vessels in carrying on their 
own Trade ? 

The Americans are a l\opIe of much greater Entergy and commercial Enterprize 
than the Dutch, atid consequently siijjply the latter with large Quantities of 
Colonial and Foreign Produce, even under the Disadvantage of being subject to 
higher Import Duties. 

Are you aware of any Reason uhy British Vessels, supposing the Free Trade 
to be permitted, sliouki not enter into Competition with the Americans in 
supplying Holland and the Ports of other Fufopean Countries with I’ea.^ 

Althougli* the Americans carry on this Trade now to a very considerable 
Extent, as shewn in the Statement I have delivered in, I have no Doubt, if 
British Vessels were allowed to participate in what the Americans now exclusively 
enjoy, that the 'I'rade itself would be very considerably increased, and attended 
with proportional Advantages to thii Country. In tlie Hands of British Mer- 
chants it would be carrieil ou with British Goods conveyed to Canton to be 
exchanged lor 'l eas and otiicr Commodities, instead of taking out Dollars, which 
for the Period :pi.cifieii in the preceding Statement, have constituted the chief 
Export of the Americans. But the Americans;, I find, have lately got into the 
Habit of exporting large (Htantities of Goods from this Country to Canton, 
which prove • ilic Existence of a Dematul for British in exchange for Chinese 
Articles. Formerly Doliais answered the System of the American Trade better 
than Cicods ; but now that tlieir 'I'rade with Canton is more settled and established, 
they take lanper Quantities ot Goods from this Country. 

Is there ufjt a greater Facility for carrv ing on private Trade with India, from 
the Port of 1 ,ivur;)o(/l, than from the Port of I.omfon ? 

The till ages ai'e hss at Liverpool, and in as far as regards the Cotton Trade, 
it possesses some yldvantages over tlu* Port ot London ; but London is a more 
conveiiitiii Port for tlie Importation of such Articles of Indian or Chinese 
Produce as arc intended lor the Consumption of the Continent of Europe. 

Arcyi'u acquainted with the'rrade which has been lately carried on to a consi- 
derable Extent by the Americans witli the Chinese Empire in Skins and Furs? 

The Amount of it is included in the Statement 1 have delivered in. In the 
present State of our Laws, the Supply of Furs is entirely thrown into the Hands 
of the Americans ; if that Branch of Trade were opened to British Merchants, I 
know several who would be immediately induced to engage in it. 

Can you account for the laic apparent Diminution of that Trade? 

As far as regards the Furs conveyed from the North-west Coast of America, 
I do not know of any particular Causes that may have occasioned the Dimint*tion ; 
but Furs arc conveyed into China through another Channel, which is, I believe, 
but littje known in this Country ; and a considerable Diminution has, 1 understand, 
•taken place in tltat Channel, owing to the Scarcity of the Animal producing the 
Fur, the Sable. 

What is tlie pariicular Channel to which you allude? 

It is a 'l iade carried on from the Bordertv of Russia, to the Northern Pro- 
vinces of China. In the Course of the last few Years, large Quantities of British 
Goods have been conveyed into China through Russia ; and it is asserted, in respect 
of that Trade, that the Increase of the Supply of Woollens has been owing to the 
Diminution in the Quantity of P'urs usually conveyed through that Channel. 

(,4‘2.) G g Are 
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Sobert Rickardt, Are not Woollen Goods imported through that Channel into the Chinese Etn- 

pire, subject to a Transit Duty in passing through Russia, from which Goods the 

Manufacture of some other Countries are exempted ? 

The Transit Duty, ever since the hlonth of January last, is only, I believe, about 
3 per Cent., but the Duties on the Frontiers between the Two Countries on all 
Articles conveyed by that Route are very high ; notwithstanding which, the Goods 
conveyed, by that Channel have yielded to the Merchants engaged in it large 
Profits. 

Do you think it probable that if a free Trade were permitted with the Port of 
Canton, a Demand might gradually arise in China for Objects of British Manu« 
facture, other than those for w'hich a Demand exists already ? 

I think there can be no Doubt of it ; particularly as the Goods conveyed by the 
Channel 1 have just mentioned are greedily sought for by the Chinese, and are 
received in Barter for their Teas and other Produce in Preference to Silver. 

Are you speaking now of British Goods imported into China, both by way of 
Canton, and by that of Kiakta ? 

^ I speak of both Channels, as far as regards the Demand for British to be ex- 
changed for Chinese Produce ; I only particularized the latter Chanftel, to shew 
that there is a great Demand for British Produce in the Northern I’rovinces of 
China, as well as in the Southern ; the Expcnce of conveying Goods by way of 
Russia is enormous j sundry Articles, such as Velveteens worth from as. to 
2S. 2d. a Yard in this Country, are commonly sold at Kiakta for 8s. 6d. to 9s. 

Are not Goods of that Description at this Time sent to Canton by the East 
India Company? 

The Trade of the East India Company, as exhibited by the Returns which they 
laid before the Houses of Parliament in the Year 1812-13, consisted chiefly of 
Woollens and Metals. 

At this present Time, do not the East India Company make a Part of their 
Cargo of that Description of Goods ? 

I believe the East India Company seldom vary their Cargoes either to India or 
to China ; they carry it on moreover under sucli Di.sadvaniagcs in respect of 
Freight and other Charges, including even the Prime C.ost of the Goods, that 
Attempts to introduce new Articles by the East India Company would frequently 
fail, when the same Attempts might be made successfully by Imlividuals. 

Do you consider the Reason you gave for the i)iminution of the Quantity of 
Skins imported into China, as applying to every Species of Skin that had been 
before imported ? 

The Sable is the Animal that 1 understand has become scarce in the Northern 
Parts of Russia. 

Are you able to state the Quantity of British Woollen Manufactures intro- 
duced into the Chinese Empire througli Russia annually ? 

1 think I can ; the British Manufactures which were soM at Kiakta during the 
last Year 1819, consisted of the following Articles ; WoolKn Cloth in Imitation or 
Saxon Cloth, Camblets and Bombazet-., about 400,000 Yards ; Chintzes and Imi- 
tations of Bandanna Handkerchiefs, the Quantities uncertain, but they were large ; 
sundry* Muslins and White Cottons, 200,000 Yards ; Manchester Velveteens, 
120,000 Yards ; Manchester Velverets, 40,000 Yards ; and the whole Amount of 
Manufactures of different European Cquntries bartered at Kiakta last Year, ap- 
pears by Accounts from Russia to have been in Value One Million Sterling. 

How are those Goods paid for ? 

Those Goods are paid for in Teas, Silks, Nankeens, Rhubarb, and other Drugs, 
the Silks both raw and in a manufactured State, and the Parties mutually pay 
their Balances in Silver, which is always received with extreme Rcluctajicc by the 
Chinese, who give a decided Preference to Goods. It is a remarkable Fact, also, 
that the Tea imported into Russia through Tanary is of far superior Quality to 
any imported by the East India Company into England. The Russians have an 

Academy 
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Academy at Pekin, which has been established so far back as the Reign of Alexi, Robert Rkkardt, 
flie Father of Peter the Great, when a Trefty was made between the Two Countries, 
one Article of which permitted the Russians to establish it, where a certain Number ~~ 

of Russian Youths are educated ; this Academy exists at this Day, and the Persons 
there educated are afterwards employed at Kiakta as Interpreters and Agents ; this 
gives great Facility to Trade, particularly as those Jealousies and Quarrels so 
common at Canton, are not known at Kiakta ; and Furs and coarse Cloth being 
considered by the Northern Chinese as Articles of the first Necessity, every pos- 
sible Indulgence and Encouragement is granted to the Russians who frequent that 
Market. 

Has the- Russian Government imposed any Restrictions or formed any Regu- 
lations of which you are aware for the Conduct of their Trade with China, or is 
it left entirely free ? 

I have mentioned in a former Answer that it was subject to certain Regulations 
under the Treaty entered into between the Chinese and Russian Governments, by 
which it is confined to the Town of Kiakta, where, on the Part of the Chinese, a 
mercantile Association is established similar to that of the Hong at Canton. 

Any Russiab Subject, however, is permitted to embark his Capital in the Trade 
that thinks proper to do so ? 

I believe any one. 

Is not the Intercourse between Russia and China restricted to One Period 
during the Y ear ? 

There is anannual Fair held in the Month of August at Nishney Novogrod 
on the Wol^a, at which BritiAh and other European Goods are sold by the 
St. Petersburgli and hlosco Merchants, to the Dealers from Siberia and Rus- 
sian Tartary, who bring to that Fair, Teas, Silks, &c. from Kiachta. 

At what Port of Russia are those British Manufactures landed 

At St. I’ctcrsl'urgh, and then carried by Land Carriage through Moscow, 

Tobolsk, Irkoutsk to Kiakta, a Distance of between Four and Five thousand 
Miles. 

Is the Consumption of those Articles confined to the North of China, or do 
y'ou su]>posc they find their Way to the South of China ? 

I believe they are for the most Part consumed in the Northerij Provinces ; but if 
a freer Access were admitted to China, there can be no Doubt that the same 
Taste and Description of Wants would occasion them to*be consumed throughout 
the Whole of that immense Empirtf. 

Can you lorm any Opinion what would be the DilTerence of Price between 
Articles now sold at Kiakta, and the Price at which they would be sold if there 
was a Port opened to the Northward of Can ton ? 

If any Port was o]K'ned on the Eastern (]oast of China, Goods might certainly 
be sold ilicrc at the same Rate at which they might be sold ur the Port of Canton, 
which is probably 150 or 200 per Cent, lower than the Price of the Goods 
conveyed by way of Kiakta. 

When you give this Opinion do you refer to a free Trade being permitted ? 

Certainly, a free 'I’rade ; 1 have no Idea that the East India Company could 
afford to sell them as cheap as private Merchants. 

What are the Circumstances which in your Opinion may lead to an Extension 
of the Demand for lighter Articles, as well as for Woollens in China 
* The Paste of the Inhabitants who use light Articles of Dress in warm Weather, 
and will, 1 doubt not, give a decided IVeference to our Cotton Goods, particularly 
if they can be conveyed to them at a cheap Rate ; and this might be effectually 
done if private British Merchants were allowed io engage in the Trade. 

Have you any Account of the Quantity of British manufactured Goods carried 
to Canton by the East India Company ? 

I have not ; if my Recollection serves me right, such Statements were annexed 
to the Third and Fourth Reports of the Select Committee on the East India 
Charter, from which it appears that their Exports from this Country, including 

Bullion, 
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■ilbSert Rickard, Bullion, for xy or 19 Years averaged about ^'1,100,000 Sterfing ; and th^Ir 

turns ^speaking in round Numbers) aMmt 1,600,000. In one of the Appcn- 
' dices, I likewise remember, a List of new Articles is given, which the East lixlia 
Company had attempted to convey in their own Ships to Canton, for the Consump- 
tion of the Chinese ; and this Attempt is stated in those Proceedings to have de- 
cidedly failed, owing in a great Measure, as far as I can now recollect, to the high 
Prices at which they were invoiced. 

Considering the Facility of the Inland Navigation in China, if there were no 
Port opened except that of Canton, would not the Northernmost Part of the F.ni- 
pire be supplied at a cheaper Rate than through this Importation through Russia? 
Certainly. 

Are you aware whether any British Capital has been directly employed in the 
Trade which you have described with China, through the Russian Empire ami 
Kiatka, or whether it is exclusively carried on by the Russian Merchants on their 
own Account ? 

I believe British Capital has been employed in this Trade ; hut, under the Name 
of a Russian Firm : I cannot state the Proportion which British Capital so em- 
ployed bears to the Russian; but it is qniic clear, that if the Port of Canton 
were opened, British Merchants would prefer this riiannel for the Employment 
of Capital, to any that they could avail themselves of through Eartary. 

How much per Cent, do you think the private 'J'radeis, all Restrictions being 
taken off, would undersell the East India ('ompany ? 

I have Reason to know that the private Trader will buy his Woollens fus 
example, I mean AV^oollens calculated for the Inclian and China Trade, at from 
Fifteen to Twenty per Cent, less than the ordinary ('ost to the East India Com- 
pany, and they will be conveyed to India or China at a much lower Rate of 
Freight ; inasmuch as a private Trader am send out his Good^ in Ships freighted 
for the whole Voyage out and home, at about lol. per 'I'on ; whilst the East 
India Company’s Ships trading to China cost them Six and twenty. 

Have not the East India Company lately freigbted Shins at a inuth lower Rate 
than former ly ? 

Ihey have, finding that tire private Trader's to India have successlully per- 
formed their Voyages at a much lower Rate of Ereight, the East India Com- 
pany have at length had recourse to tlve same Glass of Ships ; and accordingly 
taken up Ships for their Indian J rade by public Advertisement, at the Rate of 
from lol. to i 2I. per Eon for tlie whole Voyage out and home. 

Has any similar Reduction taken place in their Trade to Canton ? 

No Reduction, i believe, of any Consequence in the I'rade to Canton, since 
the Return to Peace Freights. Pi-evious to the Adoption by the I’.ast India Cor^i- 
pany of the Class of Ships above rnenttoned, their Shijjs navigated upon the 
old System in the Indian Trade, cost them about Three or Four and twenty 
Pounds a Ton : It is in this latter Trade, therelore, that they have so materially 
reduced the Charge of Ereight. 

What is the most they have paid to Canton ? 

I have known^^^o p'aid to Capton in War Time ; the Reduction has taken 
place from adopting a very dilfercnt Class of Ship-i to those formerly employed ; 

I mean to say, that their Ships navigated on the old System would still cost them 
from Three to Four and twenty Pounds a 'Eon to India. It is only by haVing 
them equipped as those in the private 'Erade are, that the East India Company 
get them so much cheaper. ^ ' 

Do you know whether the 1 rude from India has sustained any Inconvenience 
from the Delays in the Port of London ? 

Great Inconvenience and heavy Expcnce in the East India Docks, the Charges 
of tlie East India Dock being considerably higher than those of any other Dock 
cither in London or in the United Kingdom. ^ * 

Is there not a considerable Loss of 'l ime, as well as an Excess of Charge 
iaerc is greater Delay, I have understood, in unloading ijhips in these Docks, 

than 
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than in some others. But not being a Ship Owner, I can only speak from the Robert Bickardt, 

Information of others ; the heavy Charges are generally represented as the 

greatest Source of Complaint. "" 

Cannot the Indiamen be unladen in Liverpool in a much fewer Number of 
Days than they can be in London, taking into Consideration the Delays of Docks, 

Custom House, &c. ? \ 

The Delay is greater and the Charge is higher in London than in Liver- 
pool* 

Can you state’ the Number of American Vessels employed at any one Time in 
the East India and China Trade ? 

It appears from a Statement which I procured some Time ago from an 
American Agent, and which I have reason to believe to be perfectly authentic, 
that no less than 214 American Vessels were at one Time, or about the End of 
the Year 1818, absent from thelDnited States on trading Voyagfs to India and 
China. 


The Witness delivers in the Statement, which is read, and is as follows : 


LIS'r of SHIPS absent from the United States for Ports beyond the Cape of 

Good Hope. 


Nn. 

I , Vessels. 

Where belonging. j 

1 

Ilaniilton 


Boston 


0 

Attala 

- 

Do. 

- 


Avon 

- 

Do. 

- 


Sultan 

- 

Do. 

- 


Alert 

- 

Do. 


(') 

Knglo 

- 

Do. 

- 

7 

Xdluiiteer 

- 

Do. 

- 

M 

Ah’iitor 

- 

Do. 

- 

!) 

Packet 

- 

Do. 

- 

10 

Ilorneo 

- 

Do, 

- 

1 1 

Levant 

- 

Do. 

- 

12 

1 Klizabcth 

- 

Do. 

- 

j:^> 

IVkin 

- 

1 D*o. 

- 

11 

Albion 

. 

Do. 

- 


J'artar 

- 

Do. 

- 

iO 

Saco 

- 

Do. 

- 

17 

Ueverley 

- 

Do. 

- 

IH 

Droino 

- 

Do. 

- 1 

10 

Paragon 

- 

Do. 

- 

20 

Augusta 

- 

Do. 

- 

21 

Suffolk 

- 

Do. 

- 

22 

Canton Packet - 

- 

Do. 


23 

Ophelia 


Du. 

- 

24 

Saratoga 

- 

1 Do. 

- 

25 

Hope 

- 

1 Dck 

- 

• 26 

New Orleans J’acket 

- 

Do. 

- 

27 

Magnet 

- 

Do. 

- 

28 

liaynard 

- 

Do. 

- 

29 

Cadinus 

- 

Do. 

- 

30 

Columbus 

- 

Plymouth 

- 

31 

Bremen 

- 

Boston 

- 

32 

Independence 

- 

Do. 

- 

33 

Eliza Ann 

- 

Do. 

- 

34 

Oscar 

- 

Do. 

- 

25 

Sally 

- 

Do*. • - 

• 

(4 

^ 2 .) 





Masters. 

Wlierc 

bound. 


Remarks. 

Martin 


North-west Coast 


Winship 

Whistimon 

- 

Do. 

- 

- 

Condemned at Canton 

j 

Do. 

- 

- 

l^ordman and Pope. 

Reynolds 


Do. 

- 

- 

Do. 

l*orter 

- 

Do. 


- 

1 . Lvman. 

Davis 

- 

Do. 

- 

- 

jiordman and Pope. 

liennctt 

- 

Do. 

- 

- 

Do. 

8outer 

- 

Do. 

- 


Bryant and Sr urges. 

HUl 

- 

Do. 

- 


Ropes and Co, 

Clark 

- 

Do. 

- 


Bryant and Sturges. 

(^arv - 

_ 

Chili and Canton 

Perkins & Co. 

Bessom 

- 

Canton 

- 

- 

Returned, going to India. 

Dextor 


Calcutta 

- 

- 

Gone to Gibraltar to sell* 






Perkins h Co 

Conwav 

• 

Do. 

- 

- 

Harry Gray. 

Rogers 

- 

Bombay 

- 

- 

Pic.kman, Rogers, & Co. 

Beck ford 

- 

Do. 

- 


W. Gray. 

Gardner 

_ 

Do. 

- 

- 

J. Thorndike 

Matcliel 

_ 

Do. 

- 

- 

Batch and Wothers. 

Wilds 


Canton 

- 

. 

Gone into the Liverpool 






Trade. 

Pearson 

- 

Do. 

- 

- 

Perkins h Co. 

M‘NeiI 

- 





Vrann 

- 

Batavia 

- 

- 

Pickman* Rogers, 5c Co. 

Frost 

- 

- 


- 


King - 

- 

Do. 

- 

- 

Perkins & Co. 

Proctor 

- 

Do. 

- 

- 

Do. 

Leach 

- 

Sumatra 

- 

- 

C. Coolidge. 

Wilkinson* 

. 

Do. 

- 

- 

Thorndike. 

Wood berry 

- 

Do. 

- 

- 

Ray and Gray. 

Blair - 

.. 

Do. 

.. 

- 

Salsbury and Wood. 

Rich - 


Calcutta 

- 

- 

1 Condemned at Calcutta. 

Chottt 

.. 

Do. 

- 

- 

J. Thorndike. 

j^obins 

- 

Do. 

- 

- 

Returned, and out of the 
Trade. 

M‘Gregor 


Do. 

• 

- 

W. B. Sivet 8c Co. and 





Weston and Son. 

Bangs 


Do. 

- 

- 

Ropes and Ward. 

Park 

• 

Do. 

- 

- 

W. B. Sivet and Co. 

Hart - 

- 

Do. 

- 


Ropes & Ward. 

Butody 

• 

Do. 

“ 


Perkins and Co. 


H h 
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o. 

Vessels. 

« 

mmn 

Masters. 

Wh€re bound. 

Remarki. 

36 

Com. Prible 


Boston 


Bray - 

Calcutta 


• 

Ropes and Ward. 

37 

y\^awann 


NewyPort 

• 

Willis 

Batavia 

- 

Gone out of the Trade. 

38 

Ibis 


, * Boston 

- 

Woodberry - 

Do. 

- 

'riiorndiko and Panos 

30 

Ship Town 

. 

Do. 

- 

Austin 

Mocha - 

- 

W, Gray 

40 

Union 


Do. 

- 

0 .\nan 

liatavia - 

- 

Do. 

41 

Courier 


Do. 

- 

Staiidlcy 

Calcutta 

- 

Ropes and Ward. 

42 

Holofern 

- 

Do. 

- 

Sevit - 

Do. 

- 

W. B. Sivet Co. 

43 

Caroline - 

- 

Do. 

- 

Flumphrey - 

Pacidc Ocean 

- 

J. Morland. 

44 

Persia 

- 

Do. 

- 

Williams - 

India 

- 

N. Bridge 

45 

(■larissa 

- 

Do. 

- 

Tving - 

Ikitavia 

- 

W. (^rav 

46 

Canton 

• 

Do. 

- 

Hinkley 

Canton 

- 

B, Bitch and Wothers. 

47 

Milton 


Do. 

- 

Thomas 

Batavia 

- 

Do. 

48 

Sachem 

_ 

Do. 

- 

Ban(!roft 

Calcutta - 

- 

J'ohii Holland 

49 

Sea Lion 

_ 

1%. 

- 

I/ewitt 



Bofies and Ward 

50 

Midas 


Salem 

- 

Cudrist 

Canton 

- 

1 *. Dodge 

51 

Powbatteer 

• 


Dux bury tVoin 
AVhale 

} 

Joy - 

For Havre 

■{ 

Clcrmaii & Co. and Cap. 
Jov 

52 

Galatia 

* 

Boston 

- 

Towne 

India 

- 

Henry Grav 

53 

American Hero 

- 

Do. 


Lombard - 

Batavia 

- 

J . Clemeiif^ 

54 

Marcellus 

_ 

Do. 

. 

Oxnard 



Hr\ ant,Stiirges, 8 LWothers 

55 

John Adams 

- 

Do. 

- 

Downing - 

Sumatra 

- 

Walley and Forster 

56 

Pactolus - 

... 

Do. 


Oxnard 

Batavia 

- 

W. Gray 






Blacker 

Do. 

- 

57 

Parque Flyinji; Fish 
Aurelia 

- 

Do. 

- 

Fitch 

Canton 

- 

J. Wood and W’^others 

58 

« 

Do. 

- 

Baker 

Sumatra - 

- 

W. B. Grav 

59 

Brig Alexander 


Do. 

_ 

Bancroft 

North-west Coast 

1 ’iTl.ins {' 0 . 

60 

Brutus 

- 

Do. 

- 

Meeek 

Do 


Formerly Mr. Head, now 
Mr. \Vilcox* Canton, 

61 

Clarion 

- 

Do. 

- 

Granler 

Do. 

- 

W'ipshij). 

62 

(’o.ssaok 

- 

Do. 


Brown 

Do 

- 

B. W. Lamb. 

63 

Panther 

. 

Do. 

. 

Lewis 

ito 

- 

Bope^ \ ( 0 . 

6i 

Bordeaux Packet 

_ 

Do. 

- 


Sandwich Islands 

Jtfsiah Marshall. 

g:> I 

New Leader 

- 

New'" Port 

- 

Y'oung 

Batavia - 

- 

J. \Vigglesworth, Agent. 

fiti 

Hinder 


Boston 

. 

Whiuiev 

Isle ol France 

- 

J . Thorndikes. 

07 

Ciiaiu!e 

_ 

Do. 

- 

Blacker - 

Do. 

- 

(ione tt> .‘^i>ut!i America. 

68 

Swifisure 

- 

Do. 

- 

Linzee 

^focha - 

- 

Jos. 'Filtlen and Bilkempt. 

69 

Vancouvre 

- 

Do. 

- 

1 Bacon 

Canton 

- 

'F. Lymatg heavy Sinp. 

70 

Pickering 

- 

Do, 

- 

Edis - 

South v'^cas 


71 

Falcon 

- 

Salem 


Inintield 

Bombriv - 

- 

Pickman Co. 

71 

Washington 

. 

Boston 

- 

Abbott 

Ikilavia 

- 

J. Thorndike. 

73 

Otter 

. 

Do. 

- 

Lears 

Sumatra 



74 

Lasi'ar 

- 

Do. 

- 

Knowles 

Calcutta 

- 


75 

Mary 

- 

Do, 

- 

Baker 

Do. * - 

- 


76 

ICllcn Douglas 


S.ilfu) 

- i 

Kives 

India 

- 


17 

1 »occa Tigres 

- 

Bn 'll on 

' 1 

Cu 141111 

Canton 

- 

Bryant and Sturges. 

78 

Bremen 

- 

West Be vcrlcy 

^ ! 

1 Batedieldor - 

India 

- 

Leach of Beverley. 

79 

(3uirles 

- 

Boston 


Mcaconi 

Sumatra 

- 

Arrived .at Boston Aug. 5 . 

80 

Jane Boranmn 

- 

Do. 


I 

Batavia 

- 

Fk Jiringham. 

Duty 

i 8 i«. 









Jail. 









81 

Ship William and Joh 

n 

New 5'nrk 

- 

Brevert 

(ainton 

- 


82 

(aroline 

- 

Salem 

- 

Dempsey - 

Ikitavia 

- 


83 ■ 

Brig Hojie 

- 

Bo.ston 

- 

CJross 

Calcutta ^ •• 

- 

Hopes and Ward. 

84 

Frances 

- 

New York 

. 

Swift 

East Indies 

- 


H.") 

.Ship Edward 


Do. 

- 

Maccy , 

Calcutta 

- 


86 

Brig Leo 

- 

Portland 

- 

Libby 

India 

- 

Cobb and Clapp. 

87 

Mii]) Ontario 

- 

Salem 

- 

Bryant 

Do. 

- 

88 

Stephen 

John Brown 

- 

New York 


Smith 

Do. 

- 


89 

. 

Alexandria 


Aborn - 

Do. 

- 

• 

90 

Brig Matu hinian 

m 

Bo.stbn 

- 

Smith 

N. W. Coast 

- 

1. S. Ellery, 

91 

Ship d'r'o 


New York 

- 

Isaacs 

India 

- 


92 

VV'illiani 


Jioston 

- 

Bachcllor - 

Do. 

- 


93 

Mar\ nnd .Susan 


Do. 

- 

Curtis 

Do. 

- 

Bopes and Ward. 

1 

IleelMr 


New York 

. 

Sheldon 

Do. 

- 


95 

Solon 


- - 


Smith 

Batavia 

- 

Hick, .Tenkins and Co. 

96 

Bn hi chon 

_ 

Boston 

- 

Derby 

Samarang 


W. Gray. 140 Tons. 

97 

Brig Savage 

- 

W. Coast Alex* 


P»;rry 

N. W. Coa.st 

- 

L I. Actor, 

98 

Sennica 


New York 

- 

llaTK 

Canton 

- 

Do. 

99 

Ship Cfierie 

> 

Do. 

- 1 

Haley 

( alciitta - 

• , 

B. Lenox and Haven and 



r 




Sheape. 
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Where belonging* 



Where bound. 



Ship Anna and Louisa - Portsmouth 
Caledonia - New York 


Cordelia - Boston 

Ori/imho - Balto 

Brig Sphinx - - Alexandria 

Ship (Jhiiia Packet - IMiiladelphia 

George Long - Boston 

(Calcutta - - Do. 

United States - Balto 

jirig Vijier - - Providence 

Ship Clothier - - Philadelphia 

High Flyer ^ - Do. 

Brig Si. Paul - New’' Port 

Ship Glide - - Salem 

liiliza - - Do. 

,Janc - - New York 

Benjamin Hush - Philadelphia 

Huntress • New York 

Bingham - - Philadelphia 

Hope - - Do. 

Brig Barbara - - Boston 

Ship Ocean - - Do. 

Pekin - - Do. 

London Trader - Philadelphia 

Liverpool Packet - Boston 

Ship China - - Salem 

Cadmus - • Boston 

'lawn “ “ D<). 

Potomax - - Newy Port 

Paterson - - Providence 

(lentoo - - Salem 

Bengal - - Do. 


:}j I Neptune - - Portsmoulh 

i l)elj)hos - - Boston 

;>(’> Ih’ig .lolin - - Do. 

y,7 I'dlen Douglas - Salem 

.SS Shij) d'homa^ Scuttingon PJiiladelphui 

l.SP Pluriiix - - Do. 

MO (fcorge and Abbott Do. 

Ml PrU’itie - - Do. 

It'J Neptune - - Do. 

MO Augustus - - Do. 

I \ I Bengal - - Do. 

Mf) ('ruttinson - Do. 

IK) Delaware - - Do. 

147 Bainbridge - Do. 

14S Caledonia - Do. 

14y Columbine - Do. 

loO Matches - - Do. 

1,^)1 Margaret - Do. 

152 America - - Do. 

153 Helv|j^us - Do. 

154 Uouseaux - Do. 

155 ’ N. America - Do. 

I5(i Eliza - - Do. 

157 Atlas - ' Do. 

15S Governor Hawkins Do. 

150 Dorothea - - Do, 

KiO Coromandel - Do. 

151 Liichem - - Do. 

1()2 Archimedes - - Do. 

153 Brig Levant - - Do. 

154 America - - Do. , 


Humphrey- Calcutta 


Page 

Hewitt 

Cheaver 

Wilkinson - 

Daily 

Phillips 

Hawley 

Wheelwright 

Tucker 

Gregerson - 

Saul 

Mather 

Bradley 

Gardner 

Nash 

Bumbane - 

Comerford 

Shove 

Morgan 

l^utman 

Choute 

Austin 

Galun 

Pierce 

Osgood 


Calcutta - 1 

Liverpool & India 
Med. & India - 
Canton 

Liv’pool & Canton 

Canton 

Do. 

India 

Do. 

Batavia 
I. of France 
Cantog 

N.'W. L. Canton 
Java 

East Indies 
Isle of France - 
East Indies 
Canton 
Do. 

Batavia 

Canton 

Corom* & Calcutta 
Gibraltar & India 


R. Lenox & Haven & 
Sheape. 

1. & I. H. Perkins. 


Probably gone to S. A. 


Place 

Knight 

Alley 


M’Gibbon - 
Donaldson - 
Sharpe 
Fisher 
Oliver 
Anneslcy - 
Turner 
M*Pherson 
Tomlinson - 
Hill - - 

Lebar 
War nock ■ 
, Benners 
Eldridge 
Gallaghen 
M'Leven 
Urwin 

Gordon 

Coffin 

Harman 

•Day 

Fennel 

Neale 

Skinner 


Canton 

Do. 

East Indies 
Do. 

Mocha 

Batavia 

Do. 

Calcutta 

Bourbon 

Isle of France - 

Calcutta - 
Batavia 

Pacific Ocean - 
East Indies 
Canton 
Do. 

Do. 

1 Do. 

Do. 

N. W. C.& Canton 
Do. 

Calcutta 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Batavia 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Cape Good Hope 
Sumatra - 
Pacific Ocean 
Calcutta 
(U* va Antwerp 
C.G.H.&: Brazils 
Pacific Ocean 
r China, Leg- 
J horn, and 
t Smyrna. 

N. W. C. 


W. B. Sivett & Co. 

Gone to Gibraltar to be 
sold or given away. 

T. Lvman, 


I. Thorndike. 

W, (xray. 

T. Wigglcsworth. 


Loaded at Bourbon. 

{ Gone to some otherPort 
in India. 

j W. R. Grays, New Ship. 
Whaling. 


Gone whaling from Havre. i 
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n 

Vessels. 

Where belonging. 

Masters. 

Where bound . 

Remarks. 

165 

Saunders 

Philadelphia. 

Clunie 

Manilla 


166 

Kosolie 

Do. 

Merry 

Canton 


167 

Athens 

Do. 

Burnham - 

Calcutta - 


168 

Governor Brooks 

Salem 

- • . 

India 


169 

Warrington 

Do. 

Upton 

South Seas 


170 

Cherub 

Boston 

Davis 

Calcutta > 

J. Davis gone for Indigo, 

171 

Ramsdololday 

New York - 

Goodwin - 

Do. 


172 

Syren 

Salem 

Cook 

E. 1. 


173 

America 

New York - - 

Vebbutt 

Canton 


171 

Nereus 

Salem 

Boil ditch - 

Calcutta - 


17.'i 

Ship Braganza 

New York 

Newcombe 

Bombay • -2 

A. Grace ; gone for Cot- 
ton. Ship belongs to 

176 

Chancy 

Do. 

M‘Lav 

1 

Pacific Ocean - 

Q. Byer.s. 

* 177 

Tyre 

Providence 

Mathison - 

Batavia - ’ - 


178 

179 

Palladia - - 

Ellen 

Salem 

Do. 

Laccomb - 
Cook 



180 

Endeavour 

Do. 

Shillibear - 

...I , 


181 

Perseverance 

Do. 

Hodgson - 



, 182 

Messenger - 

Do. 

Budingtoii 

Sumatra - 


183 

Mary Ann 

Do. 

Willman - 

Do. 


184 

Two Brothers 

Do. 

Gibbrest - 

Batavia 


185 

James 

Do. 

Endout 



186 

Argonaut 

Do. 

Hodgeti 

Batavia 


187 

Wallace 

Do. 

Lee 




188 

Restitution 

Do. - - 1 

Misseray 



189 

1 Eliza 

Do. 

1 Osgood 

— 


190 

Mope - - 1 

Do- 

Fate 

— 


191 

Hercules 

' Do. 

Khig 

Batavia 


192 

Brig Campbell 

Do. 


Sumatra - 


193 

Elizabeth - 

Do. 

Treadwell 


1 

194 

195 

Neva 

Happy Couple 

Do. 

Do. 

Bowditch - 
Pollard . 

Batavia 


196 

limes 

Do. 

Wells 

Calcutta - 


197 

Flanklin 

- - - 

Kennedy - 

, 


198 

Dove 

- - _ 

Page 

— 


199 

Ship Gaugy 

M. Head 

Doxey 

Batavia 

Hooper 

200 

Brig Orient 

Do. 

Girdler 

Sumatra - 

Du. 

201 

202 

Ship Exeter 

Brig Xeres 

Salem 

Do. 

Lunder - * 
Stroud 

\ 

For different Ports in India. 

203 

Edward 

Do. 

Whitterage 

1 “ ■ 

204 

205 

206 

Mary Anne 

Ship Robinson Cutler 
Packet 

Do. 

New Port 

Bo.ston 

Osgood - . 

Gallop 

) 

Batavia 

Sumatra - 


207 

Mary 

Do. 

Siniili 

Calcutta - 


208 

Aurora 

Do. 

Bail 

Do. 

Bray Sc Boch. 

209 

Franklin 

Do. 

Rives 

Do. 

210 

Herald 

Do. 

Graves 

Sumatra 

W. B. Grays. 

211 

Minerva 

Do. 

Bates 

Batavia 

N. Bridge. 

212 

Columbus 

Do. 

Blanchard - 

Bombay - 

J. Tlioriidikc. 

213 

Cicero 

Do. 

Edes 

Do. 

Do. 

2.4 

Brig Archer 

Do. 

Coffin 

Calcutta 

I'Vir P. Goods. 


The Witness is dircfted to withdraw. 


Ordered, That this Committee be adjourned tft Tuesday next, 'Fwelve oTlock 
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Die MartiSy At Julii 1820 . 


The MARQUESS of LANSDOWNE in the Chair. 


EDWARD ELLICE, Esquire, a Member of the House of Commons, is called 
, in, and examined as follows : 

Are you acquainted with the State and Progress of the Trade between the 
Western Coast of North America and China? 

I believe until within the last Two Years, since the Revolution in South 
America, no British Trade was carried on between the Western Coast of North 
America and the East Indies, except from the Columbia River to China. This 
Trade was established by the North-west Company of Canada, in the Year pre- 
ceding the American W’^ar, who then sent Vessels round Cape Horn, under 
Licences granted to them by the East India Company, to convey the Furs col- 
lected by them on the North-west Coast to China for Sale. These Licences 
restricted the North-west Company to selling their Furs in China for Money, 
and to pay that Money into the Company’s Chest for Bills on England ; and the 
Loss arising from such a Mode of conducting the Trade was so excessive, that 
they were very soon obliged to abandon it. The Trade now is carried rm by the 
Export of the British Manufactures necessary to procure the Furs (which were 
sent in the First Instance direct in the Ship from England) to a Port in the 
United States, where they are trans-shipped in an American Vessel for the Colum- 
bia River, the same Vessel taking on their Furs to China ; and an Arrangement 
is made with the American Merchant, by which much more beneficial Returns are 
obtained by the North-west Company for their Trade than by the former Mode. 
The Saving between the present Mode of conducting the Trade and the former 
by Licence' from the East India Company, in consequence of the Restrictions 
imposed by those Licences, may be calculated at, at least. Fifty per Cent, of the 
Charges incident to it. 

Supposing the Restriction upon the Trade from the Necessity of taking Licences 
from the East India Company to be removed, would it not then be more profit- 
able to export the Furs produced upon the North-west Coast of America in 
British-built Vessels, thait to have Recourse to the Method which you have 
described of sending those Furs to China ? 

Most assuredly-, and more especially if the Merchant was permitted to remit 
the Returns. arising Irom the bale of his Furs, in Artiejes the Produce of China, 
for Sale in any Market in Europe or America. The Difference between bartering 
Furs in the Cihina Market for Chinese Produce, and selling them for Money, 
is generally calculated at about Twenty-five per Cent. ; but this varies according 
to the Scarcity or Plenty of Money at the Time in. Canton. 

So that the Result of the Restrictions now imposed upon the Trade may be 
considered to operate as a Tax of Twenty-five per Cent, upon the Capital 
engaged in carrying it on ? 

To a greater Extent, because a Profit is generally extracted from the Sale of 
(4*2.) I i Chinese 
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Edw. Ellice, Esq. Chinese Produce in the Markets of Europe and America, which must be added 
— — to the Difference of Twenty-five per Cent. Loss in China. 

Are you of Opinion, then, that there is no Chance of the Trade which you 
have described in British Vessels reviving, as long as the present Restrictions 
shall continue to subsist ? 

It is impossible it can. 

Are you aware that, ance the last Renewal of the Charter, there has been 
an increasing Demand in China for Furs, the Produce of North America ? 

There has always been a great Demand for Furs ; and before the Renewal 
of the Charter, Furs were sent from Canada to New York, and there shipped 
in American Ships to China, the Returns of which were brought back and sold 
in the United States j and Furs have been often shipped from this Market to 
China, and been sent through Russia to China, having been brought here 
from North America : there was also a considerable Trade in this Article 
carried on by Russian and American Ships, between the North-west Coast of 
America and different Islands in the Pacific and China, previous to the Establish- 
ment of the North-west Company. 

Were the Voyages to which you have alluded undertaken by British Vessels* 
from Columbia to the Port of Canton, under Licences from the East India Com- 
pany, or the Authority of any Act of Parliament ? 

They were under Licences from the East India Company, upon Representation> 
made to them, and to the Government, that unlc '.s some Mode ot disposing ol 
the Furs collected in the Trade of North America was penniiicd, the iistablish- 
ments formed on the Western Coast must be abandoned : the Lici'iice.-. weri' 
more particularly required during the American War, when American Convey- 
ances could not be obtained. 

Has any Trade been carried on between the North-west Coast of Amt rica anil 
Japan, or the other Islands or Kingdoms of that Sea, under the A(t of the 
33d Geo. 3, which permits British Vessels from North America to dispose ol 
their Cargoes in those Countries ? 

The same Vessels which were licensed for thi> Trade, between the North- 
west Coast of America and China, occasionally traded with the Islands, and with 
the Spanish Ports to the South of the Establishments on the Cailumbia, when 
they procured Provisions and other Articles necessary fur their Settlement and 
their Trade. 

Have you Reason to think that there exists a Demand in those Islands for 
Furs, or other Articles the Produce of North America, wdiich would give addi- 
tional Facility and Encouragement to trade with that Quarter, if freed from the 
Restrictions which you have stated to impede it at present ? 

I have no Doubt that a very considerable Trade might be carriifd on between 
the Coasts and the Islands, and more particularly to obtain Means of purchasing, 
in China, Chinese Produce, which might be re-sold to great Advantage in those 
Islands, and on the American Continent : this Trade has been carried on for 
many Years by the Americans and Russians, and is almost entirely a Barter 
Trade : probably Eight or Ten Vessels, although I cannot exactly state the Num- 
ber, have been employed annually in bartering between the Islands and the 
Coast, and Fishing, and killing Seals for the Chinese Market. 

Do the Americans possess any Advantage, in your Opinion, for that Trade, 
which would not equally attach to British Shipping, if allowed to engage fully 
in it ? 

Certainly not. 

Is the Supply of Furs, from the Part of North America to which you have 
alluded, likely to continue, for any considerable Period, to such an Extent as to 
supply the present or any increased Demand ? 

The Supply of Furs, till within the last Five Years, was principally procured 
on the Coast and the Islands ; but since the Establishment of the North-west 
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Company's Posts extended from Canada to the Pacific, a very large Interior Edw. EIUm, Esq. 

Trade has taken place ; and, as far as our present Experience goes, we are led — 

to believe that that may be very much extended, if beneficial Markets can be 
found for the Sale of the Furs. At the same Time, the Expence of the Esta- 
blishment has been considerably increased, from the hostile Disposition of the 
Indian Population, the Tribes being generally engaged in Warfare with each 
other, and extremely jealous of the Communications of the Traders with the 
Interior ; and it has been found necessary to be prepared against Attacks from 
them with a large Force of Men, who are brought over Land from Canada at 
great Expence : unless such Markets can be found, it is most probable, at no 
distant Day, under such Difficulties, the i'rade must be abandoned. 

Are there no Means by which the Indian Population to which you have alluded, 
could be made to feel sensible of the Advantages attendant upon Commerce, as 
to afford some Hope of greater Civilization in their Habits, by Means of the 
Trade carried on by the North-west Company ? 

It is not impossible that, in the Course of Time, such Results may be accom- 
plished, but our present Experience leads us very much to apprehend greater 
Difficulties in tliis respect with the Population to the West of the Rocky Moun- 
tains, than we have found with that to the Eastward, where if unfortunately the 
Contests of lival 1 raders had not interfered with the Measures taken for this 
Object, there wouhl have been little Difficulty in establishing Peace between the 
different Tribes, and kc'eping the C'ountry in a State of perfect Tranquillity. 

What Description of Vessels, as to Burthen, are best fitted to carry on the 
Trade which you have described, between the North-west Coast of America 
and the Chinese Seas ? 

Small Vessels of 200 Tons or under, which* cm be navigated at easy Expence, 
as far as the I'rade between the Coast of China and the Islands is concerned ; but 
if the Produce ol China taken in barter or purchased by the Proceeds arising 
from the Sale of Furs, was permitted to be exported from China to Europe, larger 
Vessels, from J'hrec to Five hundreil Ions, could be employed; but the. Trade in 
such VesseN could never be extensive. 

Can you stale whether any Trade has taken place, within the Course of the 
last few Years, between the Wist Shore of South America and the Indian Seas? 

A good deal of I'rade has taken place within the last Two Years, and several 
Ships have gone from Chili, and I believe from some of the Ports in Peru, with 
Copper Specie, and mlier Piolluce of that Country, to Calcutta and other Ports 
in India, which Vessels have returned again with Cargoes of East Indian Produce 
to supply the same Markets in South America ; these Vessels have touched at 
different Islands on their Passage to Calcutta, for the Purposes of Barter and 
Trade. 

Has this Trade been carried on under Licence from the East India Company 

The Trade has been greatly impeded by the Regulations under which the East 
India Company license Vessels, and more especially by that by which Vessels 
under a certain Size are prohibited from carrying on Trade with India. I have 
known one Instance, and 1 believe there are others, in which these Restrictions 
have been evaded, by sending Vessels under the Size permitted by Act of Parlia- 
ment to Gibraltar, for Licences, under Pretence that the Vessels were to return to 
the Mediterranean with the Produce of India. One Vessel to which I have re- 
ferred, has already made One Voyage from Valparaiso in Chili to Calcutta, and 
has returned to Valparaiso with a Cargo purchased with Copper and Specie, which 
she took from Chili ; and it would be very material that Vessels of any Burthen 
should be permitted to carry on this Trade,, as much depends upon the Success « 

to be expected from it, upon the Diminution of the Expence attendant upon the 
Voyages ; and that no Restrictions should be placed upon the Trade backwards 
and forwards among the Islands in the Seas through which those Vessels 
pass. 


Has 
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: Vessels exclusively? 

I am not aware that it is not exclusively, but certainly principally; and hitherto 
the British Merchants have maintained so great an Ascendancy in the South 
American Ports in the Pacific, that with equal Advantages the Trade might 
almost be entirely secured to them. 

Is there not however some Danger that if the Restrictions to which you have 
adverted with respect to Licences, and to the Size of the Vessels employed, are 
continued, the same Circumstances which have enabled the Americans to possess 
themselves of other Branches of the carrying Trade to India and China, may 
enable them to enter into a successful Competition with British Vessels, in the 
Trade you have been now describing? 

Most assuredly ; those who can carry on the Trade at least Expence, and with 
the fewest Restrictions, will succeed in obtaining a Preponderance. 1 might add 
to this, that it would be very essential, and could produce no Injury either to the 
East India t'oinpany, who do not carry on this Trade, or to the Revenue of this 
Country, which is the great Argument for confining the China Trade; that as a 
great Market may be found 4n South America for the Produce of China, it would 
be very desirable that unlimited Freedom of Trade, as between China and the 
Dependencies of China and South America might be permitted to British Mer- 
chants, and more particularly as Specie and Copper, which are the great Mean.s 
by which the Chinese Trade is carried on, are procured in great Abundance in 
South America for British Manufactures. 

Are you aware that there has been any Diminution of the Fur Trade between 
America ami China, during the last few Years ? 

I should rather say it has increased than diminished. 

Can you furnish the Committee with any Form of Licence granted for carrying 
on the Trade from the West Coast 'of North or South America to India ancl 
China ? 

The Witness delivers in an Extract from the Licence and Charter Party of the 
Ship Isaac Todd, the First Vessel employed by the North-west Company from 
Columbia to Canton, which is read, and is as follows : 

“ This Indenture, made the Thirteenth Day of January in the Fifty-third Year of 
the Reign of our Sovereign Lord George the Third, by the Grace of God, of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith; and 
in the Year of our Lord One thousand eight hundred and thirteen, — Between the 
United Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies, of the one 
Part ; and Simon M^Gilliyray of Suffolk Lane, London, Merchant, and Donald 
M‘Tav:shof Arundcll Street, in the Strand, in the City of Westminster, Merchant, 
Owners of the Ship or Vessel called the Isaac Todd, of the Burthen of 'Fhree hun- 
dred and thirty-eight Tons, or thereabouts ; and Frazer Smith, of London, Mariner, 
Commander of the said Ship, of the other Part. Whereas the said United Company 
are by Law entitled to the whole, sole, and exclusive Trade and 'J’raffick, and 
the only Liberty, Use, and Privilege of trading and trafficking, and exercising the 
Business of Merchandize, into and from the East Indies, in the Countries and 
Parts ol Asia and Africa ; and into and from the Islands, Ports, Havens, Cities, 
Creeks, Towns and Places of Asia, Africa, and America, or any of them, beyond 
the Cape of Bona Fsperanza to the Straits of Magellan, where any I'rade or 
Truffick of Merchandize hath been or may be used or had; and no Person or 
Person.s whatsoever, being a British Subject or Subjects, can lawfully go to or 
frequent, trade, or traffick to or in the Places aforesaid, or any or either of them, 
without the Licence and Authority of the srid United Company, except as i.s 
particularly mentioned in an Act of Parliament maile and passed in the 'J'hirty- 
tfiird Year of the Reign of His present Majesty, intituled “ An Act for cuuiijjuing 
in the Easf India Company, for a further Term, the Possession of the British 
Territorit. in India, together with their exclusive IVadc, undei’ certain Limitaiio/ts; 



( 115 ) 

for establishing further Regulations for the Government of the said Territories, Fdiiif. Etq. 

and the better Administration of Justice within the same j for appropriating to 

certain Uses the Revenues and Profits of the said Company ; and for making 
Provision for the good Order and Government of the Towns of Calcutta, Madra>% 
and Bombay.” And whereas certain Persons trading and adventuring under the 
Firm of the North-west Company of Canada, have formed a Design to make 
Settlements and Establishments on the North-west Coast of America, for the 
Purpose of procuring Furs and other Goods, and of trading from thence to 
Canton in China ; and they have determined at present to engage in an Adventure 
from London into the Pacific Ocean, and to the North-west Coast of America, 
in sending thither the said Ship or Vessel called the Isaac Todd, whereof the said 
Frazer Smith is Ma^er, for the Purpose of disposing of a Cargo of Goods, to be 
procured in London, and of fishing and purchasing and procuring Furs and Goods 
the Produce or Manufacture of these Parts, and to proceed from thence to 
Canton in China. And the said Simon M‘Gillivray and Donald M'Tavish have 
applied to the said United Company, and requested the said United Company to 
grant to them, on the Behalf and for the Use of the said North-west Company 
of Canada, L*icence and Permission to carry on the said Trade, and have offered 
to let the said Ship to the said United Company for a Voyage from Canton to 
London ; and the said United Company have agreed to grant such Licence, and 
to hire the said Ship for the said Voyage, upon and subject nevertheless to such 
Covenants,' Agreements, Provisoes, Conditions, and Restrictions as herein-after 
are mentioned. Now this Indenture witnesseth, that for and in consideration 
of the Covenants and Agreements herein-after contained on the Part and 
Behalf of the said Simon M'Gillivray and Donald M‘Tavish to be kept, done, 
and performed, the said United Company have given and granted, and by 
these Presents do give and grant, unto the said Simon M'^Gillivray and Donald 
M'Tavish on the Behalf of the North-west (Company of Canada, together with 
such Officers, Seamen, Super-cargoes, Agents, and other Persons as shall be 
necessary for navigating the said Ship or Vessel called the Isaac 'J'odd, and for 
conducting and managing the Trade to be carried on in the said Adventure, 
full and free Liberty, Licence, Power, and Authority, at any 'J ime within Two 
Months from the Day of the Date of these Presents, to send and proceed with 
the said Ship or Vessel from England to the North-west Coast of America, and 
the Islands adjacent, and in the Pacific Occanf and there to sell and dispose of 
the Cargo to be carried in the said Ship from London, and there to fish, trade, 
and traffick for and to procure Furs atid Peltries, Fish, and other Goods of the 
Produce of those Parts, and to proceed from thence with such Furs, Peltries, 
and Goods to Canton aforesaid, and there to dispose of the Goods so procured 
on the North-west Coast of America, and in the Pacific Ocean, and there to end 
the Adventure on the Part of the said North-west Company of Canada; but 
subject nevertheless to all the Covenants, Agreements, Provisoes and Restrictions 
heroin-after contained. And for and in consideration of the said Licence, Power, 
and Authority, so given and granted as aforesaid, the said Simon M'Gillivray 
and Donald M‘Tavish for themselves, their Heirs, Executors, and Administrators, 
do covenant, promise, and agree to and with the said United Company, their 
Successors and Assigns, in Manner and Form following ; that is to say, 

First. That the said Simon M‘Gillivray and Donald MTavish, their Executor® 
or Administrators, shall within Fourteen Days jiext after the said Ship or Vessel 
’shall sail from England and proceed on lier outtVard Voyage aforesaid, deliver 
or cause to be delivered to the Secretary of the said United Company, a correct 
List, signed by the said Simon M'Gillivray and Donald M‘'l’avish, or One of 
them, or their or One of their Executors or Administrators, containing the 
Names of the Master or Commander, Officers and Seamen of the said Ship, 
distinguishing their re.spective Stations and Capacities ; as also a l.ist of the 
Stores of the said Ship and of the Cargo, and of all other Goods and Mer- 
chandizes carried out in the said Ship for the Purpose of Sales, ^ 1 rade, or 
Traffick ; and in Default of dtjivering such Lists within the Time aforesaid, or 
if the same in any material Particular shall be false, or shall not contain a com- 
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Ediii. Ellice. Esq. plete and perfect List of all such Persons, Stores, Goods, and Merchandize as 

■ aforesaid, theh and in every such Case the said Simon M'Gillivray and Donald 

M‘Tavish, their Heirs, Executors, or Administrators, shall and will pay to the 
said United Company the Sum of One thousand Pounds of lawful Money of 
Great Britain, for their own Use, as and by way of adjusted Damages for such 
Breach of Covenant. 

Second. That the said Ship hereby licensed shall proceed and go to the 

North-west Coast of America before she shall proceed or go to Canton 

aforesaid. 

Third. That the said Ship or Vessel shall not, nor shall any Person or Per- 
sons belonging thereto, proceed or go to any other Place in tlie Empire of China 
than Canton ; nor shall the said Ship or Vessel, nor any Person or Persons 

belonging thereto, go or proceed to the East Indies, or any other Place within 

the Limits of the exclusive Trade of the said United Company, to the Westward 
of the River Canton, unless driven by Stress of Weather, contrary Winds, or 
some unavoidable Accident, in which Case the said Ship or Vessel siiall return as 
soon as possible within the Limits allowed by this Licence, and that without car- 
rying on any Trade whatsoever beyond such Limits. 

Fourth. That the said Frazer Smith, or the Master or Commander, or Super- 
cargo for the Time being of the said Ship or Vessel shall, within Foity-eight 
Hours after her Arrival in the River of Canton, or at any other Place within the 
Limits of the said exclusive Trade of the said United Company, where the said 
United Company now have or' hereafter shall have a Seitlement, Factory, or 
Resident, upon every such Arrival, and before the landing or unshipping ot any 
Goods or Stores whatsoever, give Notice of the Arrival of the said Ship or Vessel j 
and at the same Time shall deliver to the said Supercargoes, or Chief Agents or 
Residents of the said United Company at .such Place, true and exact Lists of the 
Agents, Supercargoes, Commanders, Officers, Mariners, and other Persons whatso- 
ever, in and on board the said Ship at the rime of her Arrival, and also a correct 
Account in Writing, signed by such Master or Commander, to the best of his 
Knowledge and Belief, of what has become of every Person who at any Time shall 
have sailed on board the said Ship*at and after her Departure from Great Britain, 
and who shall not arrive on board such Ship in the River of Canton, or at such 
other Settlement, Factory, or Place as aforesaid,' and at what Places or Place, or 
in what Latitude, and in what Manner every such Person shall have quitted such 
Ship, and also Lists of all Goods, Wares, and Merchandizes, and Money, in and 
on board the said Ship or Vessel at the Time of the Arrival aforesaid, and also 
of all the Stores of and belonging to such Ship or Vessel, and at all 'limes shall 
and will permit such Ship or Ships, Goods and Merchandizes, to be searched 
and examined by the Supercargoes, Agents, or Residents of the said United 
Company^, or hy such Person or Persons as they shall apjtoinl for tliat Purpose ; 
and in case the said Frazer Smith or the Master for the Time being, or the 
Supercargoes, or any Person or Persons navigating or belonging to the said Ship 
or Adventure, shall in any way obstruct any such Search as hereinbefore men- 
tioned ; or in case of any Breach of this Covenant, the said Simon M‘Gillivray and 
Donald M‘'l’avish, their Executois or Administrators, shall and will pay to the said 
United Company, for their ow,n Lise, the Sum of Two thousand Pounds 6f lawful 
Money of Great Britain, as and by way of adjusted Damages for such' Breach of 
Covenant. 

Fifth. That the said Frazer Smith and the Master for the Time being, and the 
Chief Mate for tl^e Time being of the said Ship or Vessel, shall respectively keep 
a regular .Tournal or Log Book, in which all the material Nautical and other Ob- 
servations and Occurences of the Voyage shall be entered, and which said Journal 
■ or Log Book sliall be produced to the Supercargoes of the said United Company at 
Canton for their Pci usal, and witli Liberty to cairse Copies and Abstracts thereof j 
and within Twenty Days after the Return of the said Ship or Vessel to England, 

such 



( 117 ) 


such Log Book shall be produced to the Court of Directors of the said United Sdw. 

Company, for their Inspection and Information, in such Manner as the said Court — — — 

of Directors shall think fit ; and on Failure of such Journal or Log Book as afore- 
said being kept, or on Refusal or Neglect to deliver the same to the said Court 
of Directors, the said Simon M‘Gillivray and Donald M‘Tavish, their Executors 
or Administrators, shall pay to the said United Company the Sum of Two hun- 
dred Pounds of lawful Money of Great Britain, as and by way of adjusted 
Damages for such Breach of Covenant. 

Sixth. That no Person or Persons whatsoever, who shall proceed in the said 
Ship or Vessel to any Place within the said Limits of the exclusive Trade of the 
said United Company, shall remain at any Place within such Limits, after the 
Departure of the said Ship or Vessel, save and except that the said Adventurers 
may be at liberty to send out and leave Settlers for forming Establishments in 
the North-west Coast of America. 

Seventh. That the said Simon M‘Gillivray and Donald M'Tavish, their Exe- 
cutors or Administrators, shall not, nor shall any other Person engaged or em- 
ployed in the said Adventure, directly or indirectly unload or sell, or in any way 
dispose of. from the said Ship, any Goods or Merchandizes whatsoever of the 
Growth, Produce, or Manufacture of Europe, at Canton, or any other Place 
within the Empire of China, or the East Indies, or elsewhere within the Limits 
of the exclusive I'rade of the said United Company, except the Coast of America 
and the Pacific Ocean. 

Eighth. That all the Sales to be made of the Cargo of the said Ship by the 
Commander or Supracargoes thereof, or other Agents of the said Adventurers, 
and not by the Supracargoes of the said United Company ; and all the Money 
to he received at Canton, or elsewhere in China, for any Goods, Wares, or Mer- 
chandizes whatsoever, to be sold there by or on the Account of the Persons con- 
cerned in the Adventure hereby licensed, shall be paid by their Agents into the 
Treasury of the said United Company at Canton, for Bills of Exchange to be 
drawn by the said United Company’s Supercargoes on the Court of Directors 
of the said United Company, payable in London, Three hundred and sixty-five 
Days after Sight, at the same Rate of Exchange at which the said Supercargoes 

shall draw Bills on the said Court of Directors in the same Season. 

• 

Ninth. That there shall not be loaded on board the said Ship or Vessel at 
Canton, or elsewhere within the Limits of the said United Company’s exclusive 
J'rade, any Sea Stores for the Use of the Ship, in which more than Ten Pounds 
"VVeight of Tea shall be allowed for each Man on board ; nor shall any Goods 
whatsoever of the Growth, Produce, or Manufacture of the Empire of China or 
the East Indies, or of any Country to the Eastward of the Cape of Good Hope, 
be brought in the said Ship to Europe, or elsewhere without the Limits of the 
exclusive Trade of the said United Company, save and except on account of the 
said United Company, as herein-after is mentioned ; nor shall any such Goods be 
delivered to any other Persons, nor to any other Ship or Vessel, for the Purpose 
or with a View of the same being brought to Europe, or carried to North America 
or the West Indies. 

Tenth. In order to prevent a Trading contrary to these Presents, the Super- 
cargo and Commander for the Time being of the said Ship or Vessel, shall Three 
Days at least before the sailing of such Ship or Vessel from the River of Canton, 
or any other Place where the said United Company shall have any Supercargoes, 

Servants, or a Resident, deliver or cause to be delivered to the said United Com- 
pany, Supercargoes, Chief Servants, or Resident at such Place, a true and correct 
List of all and every the Goods and Merchandizes .shipped or intended to be 
shipped at such Place, or which shall then be loaded or be on board the said 
Ship j and it shall and may be lawful to and for the said Supercargoes, Chief Ser- 
vants, or Resident of the said United Company, at any Time before the said Ship 

or 
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Edte. Elliff., Es^. or Vessel shall have quitted and got out of such Port or Place, to search or cause 
jjer to be searched; 

Eleventh. That no Officer or Seaman belonging to any Ship or Vessel in the 
Service or Employ of the said United Company, shall be taken or received into 
the said Ship or Vessel hereby licensed, without the express Consent of the 
Commanding Officer for the Time being of the Ship or Vessel to which such 
Officer or Seamen shall belong ; and in case any such Officer or Seamen shall be 
taken or received in breach of this Regulation, the said Simon M‘Gillivray and 
Donald M‘Tavish, their Heirs, Executors, or Administrators, shall and will pay 
to the said United Company the Sum of One hundred Pounds for every Officer 
and Seaman so taken and received, as and by way of adjusted Damages for such 
Breach of Covenant ; and in case it shall be suspected that any Officer or Seaman 
has been taken into, received, and concealed in the said Ship or Vessel, it shall 
and may be lawful to and for the Supercargoes or any of the Chief Officers or 
Resident of the said United Company at any Settlement, to cause the said Ship to 
be searched, and to cause such Officer or Seaman belonging to any Ship in the 
Service and Employ of the said United Company, who shall be found therein 
without such express Consent as aforesaid, to return tohis Duty j and if such Search 
and carrying away shall be refused or obstructed, the said Simon M‘Gillivray and 
Donald M'Tavish, their Heirs, Executors, or Administrators, shall and will pay 
unto the said United Company the Sum of Five hundred Pounds of lawful 
Money of Great Britain, as and by way of adjusted Damages for the Breach of 
this Covenant. 

Twelfth. That the said Simon M‘Gillivray and Donald M‘Tavish, their Execu- 
tors or Administrators, or their Supercargoes or Agents, shall and will in due 
Manner pay and discharge all Customs, Duties, Dues, and Fees payable at Canton 
or elsewhere in China, by Law or Custom, upon the said Ship, or upon the 
Goods and Merchandizes therein, or in the said Adventure, and shall in all 
Respects conform to and comply with the Laws and Usages of such Port and 
Place, respecting the Mode and Manner of publicly notifying the Transaction, 
and the Times, Places, and Manner of unshipping and delivering such Goods and 
Merchandizes, and all Circumstances relating thereto : And if any Charge or 
Complaint shall be made by the Chinese Government, Magistracy, or I^ublic 
Officers of any Refusal or Neglect on the Part of any Person or Persons on board 
the said Ship or Vessel, to comply with such Laws, Customs, and Usages, or of any 
Fraud upon the Revenue, or other Irregularity ot any Person whatsoever belong 
ing to the said Ship or Vessel, contrary to the Laws, Usage, and Customs of the 
Place ; it shall and may be lawful for the Supercargoes, Chief Servants and 
Residents of the said United Company, to seize the said Ship or Vessel, with her 
Tackle, Apparel, and Furniture, and the Goods and Merchandizes on board 
thereof, and the same to hold, detain, and keep until the Matters in dispute 
shall be settled, and Satisfaction shall be duly made to the Cdiinese Government, 
or until Security shall be given for that Purpose. And moreover, in case the 
Supercargoes, Chief Servants, or Resident of the said United Company, shall be 
obliged or shall find it necessary and cjipedient to make any Payment in respect 
of any of the Matters aforesaid, or if the said Company shall rufl'er or sustain anv 
Injury or Damage by means of such Misconduct or Irregularity as aforesaid, al! 
such Payments, Injury, and Damage shall be repaiil, made good, and satisfied by 
the said Simon M‘Gillivray and Donald M'l'avish, their Heirs, Executors, or 
Administrators, together with Interest on all Payments or Advances to be made 
by or on the Part of the said United Company. 

Thirteenth. In order to avoid Irregularities and giving Offence to the Chinese 
Government, respecting Goods imported, no Goods or Merchandizes whatsoever 
shall be sold on Ship-board at Whampoa, in the River of Canton, nor shall the 
said Ship or Vessel remain in any of tlie Bays adjacent to Macao, .but shall pro* 
cecd with her Cargo without breaking Birlk'to the usual and customary Place of 
unloading Ships in the River of Canton, unless the Supercargoes of the said 

United 
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United Company there, shall order or direct, or by Writing under their Hands Ellkc, Esq. 
^^haIl consent to the contrary. — ■ ' 

Fourteenth. That in case any Debt shall be contracted in China by any Person 
or Persons belonging to the said Ship or Vessel, or if any Ch.arge or Complaint 
shall be made by the Chinese Governmenr, Magistracy, or Public Officers, of a 
Refusal or Neglect to pay the same, it shall and may be lawful for the Super- 
cargoes, Chief Servants, or Resident of the said United Company, to seize the 
said Sliip liereby licensed, with her Tackle, Apparel, and Furniture, and the Goods 
and Merchandizes on board thereof, and the same to hold, detain, and keep, until 
such Debt or Debts shall he paid, and all Disputes concerning the same shall 
be decided and ended, or until Security shall be given for Payment of sucli Debt, 

(U* for abiding by such Decision as shall be made upon any disputed McUtcr; 
and in case the Supercargoes, Chief Agent:;, or Resident of the said United 
C'omjiany shall he obliged or shall fmvl ir prudent and expedient to pay and satisfy 
raeh Del)t, ( ither whiha tlie said Ship shad remain in Chhina or alter lier Depar- 
ture Irc'in thence, the said Simon M‘Gillivray and Donald M'Tavish, their F.xccu- 
tor>, or Adtmnistralors, shall reimburse and repay such Money to tlic ^roid United 
('oatjmiy, together with Interest, 

Fifteenth. That the said Frazer Smith, and the Ttlastcr or Commander for the 
d’ime being of the said Ship or Vessel afore'>aid, during her Stay in the River of 
Canton or elsewhere within the Li nits of llic exclusive Trade pf the sait! United 
Ckmipany; shall rei'jair on board his Ship or Ve sel every Saturday Fvming, and 
remain on h>oard all Day on Sunday, and shall a^sembU' ih.e whole Ship’s Company 
at a stated Hour, and liave Prayers publicly read to tlicm, at which the Captain and 
Clliccrs shall be present. 

Sixteeiilli. That no Seaman of the ^:lid Ship or Ve.sel sluill leave his Ship or 
on a Sunday, c \cept on the ncces.ary Iknincss of sucli Ship or Vessel, by 
t!ie Ordci 1 the Master or ('omiivaiiJer therco!, who siiall order such leaving the 
Ship by Ml' h Seaman in such rdaiiuc]* as much as po.s.jibie to prevent Drunken- 
res. and li i\ :.;iilarity durima tlieir Al)sence, and to secure ilieir RLtuni to 
the Ship in due and conveniLiit d iine ; tuid tliat none of the Seamen shall at any 
dime !>.’ pcrmi'ted to go on Libeiiy J»\>iu Whampoa to Cau.toii, imr a- any ddme 
to vi di or j (.ijuiiit rjiv Foreign Ship or Ijawkell, where Liquor can be p'lrchased ; 

;;nd that a< ail rimes wIkoi aii) <Siain.iii upon any Oceasi. n whatever shall be 
seal CO’ go uii She>rc, a discreet ( )!iicer idiall be sent wi'.h them, with Authority to 
control and govern them; and in case of any Riot, Confudon, Disturbance, or 
disoi'leily C'oiuluct, or any Ap))earance or Suspici jii Uiereof, that such Seaman 
shall be immediately sent on board tlie said Ship or V-S'-ek 

Scventecnlh. That in case any Mutiny or DIsorJo'' amo::g t tlie Seamen or 
Clew of the said Ship or Vessel break out e-r exist, or tii-cre sliall be any A{>pcar- 
ar.ee or Suspicion thereof during her Stay in the River cd Cranton, or at any otiver 
Place where the said Ifniied Company have or slu\!l have a Factory or a Re.ddent, 
the (Commanding Olficer on board the said Ship or Veased shall forthwith give or 
send, or cause to 1)e given or sent, Notice thereof, to the Supercargoes, Agents, or 
Resident of the said United Company, with every Particular relaaing or leading 
thereto. -And if the Supercargoes, Agents, .or Resident of the said United <^om- 
•pany shall :cc lit to interfere therein, the Orders and Instructions which .diall be 
given l)y them or him, in re. pect to the quelling and quieting such IMiuiny or Dis- 
order, and as to the dealing with the iNlutInecrs or disorderly Persons, either 
during or after such Mutiny or Disorder, shall in all Things he obiyeJ and fol- 
lowed by the Commander, Officers, and Mariners, and all other Persons belong- 
ing to or on board the said Ship or Vessel. 

Eighteenth. That during ilie Stay of the said Ship or Vessel in the River of 
Canton, afl the Agents, Supercargpes, OfluMs, Maiinors, an-d other Persons 

1. I whom- 
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Urfw. ElUcf, Esq. whomsoever, belonging to or on board the said Ship or Vessel, shall obey, and 

shall submit and demean themselves according to all such Orders and Instructions 

as they shall from- Time to Time receive from the Company’s Supercargoes at 
Canton aforesaid, in respecting their Conduct and Behaviour, as well to the 
Chinese Government and Individuals, as to all other Person and Persons of any 
foreign Nation whatsoever, and also as to the mooring, unmooring, placing, or 
situating of the said Ship or Vessel, and the Boats belonging to the same ; and 
respecting the Pretension of any Damage, Injury, or Hindrance to the Trade of 
the said United Company ; and to the Prevention, Correction, and settling of all 
Quarrels and Disputes whatsoever. 

Nineteenth. That no Person or Persons engaged in the Adventure hereby 
licensed, or going on board of or belonging to the said Ship or Vessel, shall, upon 
any Account whatsoever, pay any Cash or Money into the Treasury of any 
European, American, or other Foreign Company, other than the said United 
Company, or into the Hands of any Person or Persons being a Foreigner or 
Foreigners, European or American; nor shall any Person or Persons engaged in 
the said Adventure, or going on board of or belonging to the said Ship, lend 
any Money or Security lor Money to, or borrow any Money or Security for 
Money from, or sell, buy, barter, or exchange the said Ship, or any Goods, Wares, 
or Merchandizes whatsoever, to, of, or with any European or American in the 
said River of Canton, or at or in any other Port or Place on the Coast ol japan, 
Correa, or the Isles thereto adjacent, without the Licence or (Consent in Writing 
of the Supercargoes, Agents, or Resident of the said United (.iDuipaity lor that 
Purpose first had and obtained. 

Twentieth. That in case the said Ship, the Isaac Todd, sliall be lost or 
exchanged during this Voyage, and the Adventure shall be jiur^ued in any 
other Ship or Ships, Vessel or V^essels; then and in such Case, Midi otiiei- Ship 
or Ships, Vessel or Vessels, with the Cargoes, Goods, and Mcrch.uidize- to be 
laden therein, shall be subject and liable to all the Covenants, l.ng. genients. 
Provisoes, and Stipulations herein contained, and to the said Forfeitures and 
Detentions ; and the Adventure shall be conducted in the same Manner as hcre'ii 
mentioned, as to the said Ship the Isaac Todd. 

I'wenty- first. Provided always, that nothing herein contained, shall any ways 
extend to license or authorize the said Simon hI‘Gillivray and Uonald M‘'i'avish, 
or any other Person or Persons whomsoever, to send any Ship or Vessel, 
other than the said Ship the Isaac Todd, within the said United Company’s 
exclusive Limits ol Trade, or to send the said Ship or Vessel the Isaac I’odd, 
for more than the One Voyage herciu-bcfire mentioned and licensed, nor to 
authorize or enable her, or the said Simon M‘Gillivray and Donald M‘ Lavish, or 
their Agents, to proceed, go to, or remain within the Limits of the said exclusive 
'I’rade of the said United Company for any longer Time than Three Years from 
the Day of the Date of these Presents, save and except Settlers on the North- 
west Coast ol America as lierein-before mentioned, and that on her Return from 
within the said United Company’s Limits of Trade, or the Expiration of the said 
Term of Years, whichever shall first happen, the Licence hereby granted shall 
cease, and shall not be available to authorize her or any Persons concerned 
in the said Adventure to remain within or again return within the same 
Limits. 

Twenty-second. Provided always, and it is hereby declared and agreed by and 
between the said Parties to these Presents, that the Licences hereby granted, 
for the Adventure hereinbefore mentioned, is granted only upon condition that all 
the Covenants, Articles, Clauses, Agreements, and Provisoe's herein contained, 
and by and on the Part of the said Simon M‘GilHvray and Donald M'Tavish, 
their Executors and Administrators, or of the said Frazer Smith, and of 
the Commander and Officers and Seamen of the said Ship, and of all other 
Persons to be engaged, interested, or employed in the said Adventure under 
and by virtue of this Licence, shall be well and punctually observed, per- 
formed. 
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formed, fulfilled, and kept j and in case of any Breach whatever of the*^ said 'EUive, Esif. 

Covenants, Articles, Clauses, and Agreements, and Provisoes hereinbefore — 

contained, or of any of them, then the Licence hereby intended to be granted, 
and also the Letting and Hiring of the said Ship to the said United Company 
hereinafter mentioned, shall be and become absolutely null and void to all 
Intents and Purposes ; and the said Simon M‘Gillivray and Donald M'Tavish, 
their Executors and Administrators; and the said Frazer Smith, and the 
Commander, Officers, and Seamen of the said Ship, and all other Persons to 
be engaged or employed in the said Adventure ; and the said Ship or Vessel, 
and her Cargo and Stores, and all Goods, Wares, and Merchandizes to be 
acquired in the Course of the said Adventure, shall be subject and liable to all 
the Penalties, Seizures, and Forlcitures, and to all the Remedies for Recovery 
thereof, or of Removal from witliin the Limits of the exclusive 1 rade of the said 
United Company, as they would have been liable to in respect of the Acts to be 
done, as they would have been liable to for the same Acts in case these Presents 
had never been made and executed ; these Presents, or any thing herein contained 
to the contrary thereof in anywise notwithstanding. Nevertheless, the said Simon 
M'Gillivray <ind Donald M''ravish, their Executors and Adr.iinis'rators, shall 
remain answerable for Damages for Breacli oi the ('ovenants heroin corttained, 
whether adjusted or liquidated Damages are or not agreed upon, and altl.otigh 
the said Licence hereby granted shall become void.” 

Has there been any Trade between the Eastern Coast of South America and 
the East Indies ? 

A considerable Trailc has also taken place ; and more especially, d''c.s;'c ls liave 
been senr out to carry Motn-y from Buenos Ayres, to purchase Cargoes in the 
East Indies for the European Markets ; and some Vessels have taken Ciargoes 
from the East Indies for Sale in Buenos Ayres. 

Do you conceive that the existing Distress in the United States is much owing 
to tluir having over-trailed with China and the East ? 

1 .should think a very small Proportion of it is to lie attributed to that Cause: 
there are many others very obvious ; particularly the sudden C'.es.sation of the 
general d'rade which they enjoyed during War in their neutral Character, and 
the recent Alteration in their Paper Currency. 

You mentioned that the Fur Trade between America and China had latterly 
increased ; hntv do you account for tlie Difference between this Answer and the 
Returns to (Congress? 

'rile Fur 'I'rade to the Eastward of the Rocky Mountains, both from Canada 
and the Uniteil States of America, has probably iliTreased One Half, both from 
the Indians having been driven back by the Cultivation of their Lands, and also 
•from their being in a greater State of ('ivilization. On the We-itern Side, tlie Ports 
have been newly establLheJ, and tlie Country only discovered within the last 
Seven or Eight Years, from which the principal Reuirn.s in Furs are now obtained ; 
and a'> 1 said before, from our Experience, which is of very recent Date, we have 
every Reason to believe that the Returns from that particular Ciountry inay be 
very much increased, if an adequate and remunerating Market is found for tliem 
in China. 

In the event of its being impossible to obtain a free Trade to China direct, 

,vtt>uld the same Object be in any Degree accomplished by the E.stablishir.cnt of 
Free Ports in the Islands of the Indian Arcliipelago ? 

Every Facility would be of very great Advantage to the Trade ; but still the 
Americans, who could go directly to China, would trade under much greater 
Advantages than British Vessels going to a Free Port, where they must receive 
the Produce of China loaded with the Charges of carrying it from China to 
that Free Port. 

Do you know whether any Impediments are thrown in the Way of Irade* and 
Delays occasioned, by the Reguhuion.s in the Port of London i' 


Cej tainlv : 
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V.iiw^ Kilter^ Esq. 


it. A. Robinson ^Esq. 
and 

Thos. Rnd, Esq. 


Certainly ; without entering into the Detail of those Delays, we find that 
Vessels are more speedily dispatched almost from every other Port, cither of this 
Kingdom or the -Continent. 

Will you state your Opinion whether tliosc Regulations are essential to the 
Protection of the Revenue, or whether in a great Degree that Evil might be got 
rid of? 

I should think the Revenue might be as well protected if every Facility was 
given to the Discharge of Vessels with the utmost Dispatch. 

The Witness is directed to withdraw'. 


GEORGE ABERCROMBIE ROBINSON, Esq. Chairman, and THOMAS 
REID, Esq. Deputy Chairman, of the Court of Directors of the East India 
Company, are called in, and examined as follows : 

r 

Will you state to the Committee whether the Restrivlions, luiw imi'osAl upon 
the free Trade with the Continent of India since the la-: I'eiKwal of the hast 
India Company’s Charter, arc essential in their lu'l K.'.i' iit tu thi iihur.-t.s o! the 
East India Con-pany, both as respects the Licence requir-Ti to e.e i) it uii, and 
the Limitation of Tonnage for the Shippie; enp.’.L^ccl in it / 

{Mr. Robimon.) I am not av.aie .d cr.y Re. IrictiOns nj en a pn-i.-ctly free 
Trade with India, except in the Iwo Points your Lordship iia^ mentiohed ; the 
ihrst is a Restriction lleat is a Point rati.er td* I'oim, i' .eunuch a . 1 know no 
distance of a Licence having Leen apphed IvM’ that ever was rehi'-ed : \^\‘\\ regard 
to the Rcstricti(.)U as to the d'onnage of the Ship^ to he einjihjv cd n: t i i.idc, 

it was aMea. ure dec ided upon when the last C'diarterwas rcncw<d. i dejence, 
I lielieve, to laying Impediments in the AVay of Smuggling, 1)) rot pf.Mnuting 
Ships ol a smaller Burthen tlvan 350 Tons to trade betw'ceri Kngland aiid India; 
it is therefore a Oucestion in which the Revenue, 1 conceive, are more immediately 
concerned than the Last India Company. 

You arc not ol Opinion, then, if any Difficulty arising from Cons!deratif)rjs ol 
Revenue could be got over, to the Employment of Vessels of a smaller Burthen 
In the Iree Trade with India, that any (,)bstaciy would arise to this being juu*- 
mitted, connected with the Interests ol the Last India Cf-unpany ? 

I hold the Opinion niy-elf, that it Is es.wntia! to ihe Revenue. L a Ouestion 
that 1 have no Means oi answering, if 1 arn to sjieak t!u* Sense ol the (’onit ol 
Directors, because not being aware that such a Ouestion would be jnir to me, I 
have had no Means of collecting their Sentiments : giving my own Opinion, 
1 believe that it was purely adopted on the Principle ot protecting the 
Revenue. 

Would any Inconvenience arise from the free d>au*e being permitted along 
the Coast, without being confined, as it now :s [,y La w, to the Idiree Pre- 
sidencies ? 

I think the Objeclkm to that Lnlargement VvC;aid ei j e t. Ideliy from the Injury 
it would do to liic Property and Slipping Ui>u:.!ly called the Country '1 rade. 
That at a lime when the Tr* de Lv/iV/lcji iiidia and i^ngland strictly confine^d 
to the Transit between the I’wo Countries, it vvcuIJ be extremely hard upon the 
Owners of Ships in India, that Shij;s from tins (lountry should be permitted to 
enter into Competition with llicm m. I’le Coasting Trade of India, while tlie India 
Shipping is prevented from enieiing into the gcUv ral I’radc of the Empire. The 
(-apital and Property engaged in the Country Trade amounts to a very large 
Sum, and is clearly entitled, 1 diixil:, tu Protection. 

Do you mean to state, lltat tne Country Ships are navigated and ejnploycd at 

such 
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such an Expence as to make them unable to enter into a fair Competition with 
the British Ship, if permitted to engage in the same Trade in India ? 

I think that the Expence of navigating an Indian Ship, is less than would be 
the Expence of navigating a British Ship in India, the one being manned by 
Natives chiefly, the other by Europeans ; but the Value and Price of Ships built 
in India is so much greater, that it necessarily requires the Employment of a 
greater Capital ; and the Introduction of a Number of British Ships into the Trade 
from Port to Port in India, must necessarily interfere with the Benefits and 
Advantages of those whose Capital is already so embarked. 

The greater Expence of building Ships in India, then, you conceive is more 
than a Compensation for the Advantage derived by them from the greater Cheap- 
ness of Equipment ? 

Certainly. 

Do you conceive that if Indian-built Ships were permitted to engage in the 
general 'I'n’de of the Empire, that would operate as a Compensation to them 
lor British-built Ships being permitted to engage in the Coasting 'IVade from 
Port to Port* in India ? 

By no Means ; because Indian-built Ships would come to this Country manned 
by a Description of Seamen, who would not be well calculated to undertake the 
Navigation of European Seas. 

Are you of Opinion that the Capital engaged in the Country Trade, would 
find no other Employment, if, from the British Shipping being freely admitted 
into that Trade, any Part of it were forced to seek another Direction ? 

No Doubt ; Capital forced out of one Chaqnel will necessarily find its Way 
for Employment into some other ; but I think it would be highly inexpedient to 
drive out of Employment, and out of Existence, a great Number of Ships that 
are and have been so long employed in the Country Trade of India. 

Has the Country Trade with the Indian Archipelago, commonly called the 
Malay Trade, increased or diminished since the last Renewal of the East India 
Company’s C'harter ? 

1 can refer to a Paper, that would enable me to answer with Certainty : it con- 
tains the Value of Imports and Exports from the Principal Settlements to the 
Eastern Islands, and other Islands in the Indian Seas, from which it appears, that 
from May 1 8 1 4 to April 1815, ihe Value of the Exports was ,03 1 ,300, in the 
following Year it amounted to .€1,115,720, from 1816 to 1817 the Amount 
was .€1,032,161, and the following Year it is .€921,697 ; this is valuing the 
Rupee at 2s. 

Will you deliver in the Paper to w'hich you have referred ? 

It refers to other Subjects as well as that to which I have spoken. 

The Witness delivers in the same, which i^ read, and is .i' follow'' : 



<j. A. K<.hinsim, HKj. 

iiiid 

Tlios. Jieid, F.-u,. 


. M m 

* 


SrA'l'EMl'.N'i' 



( 1-24 ) 


STATEMENT of the VALUE of IMPORTS into, and EXPORTS from, the Territories subject 

Years, exclusive of the Trade 

(Extracted from the Reports of External Commerce 


IMPORTS FROM 

and 

EXPORTS TO 

From the 1st May 1814 to the 30th April 1815. 

VALUE IMPORTS. 

VALUE EXP011T8. 

Merchandize. 

Rupees. 

Treasure. 

Rupees. 

'lotal Imports. 

Merchandize. 

Rupees. 

Treasure. 

R upees. 

Total Exports, 

r 








United Kingdom 


6/,0fi,283 

5,25,127 

72,31,410 

1,64,07,364 

22,054 

1,64,29,118 

Continent of Europe, &.c. 

- 

9,49,259 

7,16.591 

16,65,850 

18,02.847 

- 

18,02,847 

Mediterranean 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

*- 

> 

United States of America 

- 

- 

_ 




- 

S^uth America 

- 

6,1.5,942 

11,79,874 

17,95.816 

17.99,104 

- 

17,99,104 

Eastward Islands, kc. 

- 

60,60,288 

25,40,252 

86.00,540 

95,95,560 

7,17.446 

1,0.3,1.3,006’ 

China 

- 

57,33,118 

46,70,487 

1,04,03,635 

1,52,65,761 

70,000 

i,.5;i,;i5,76i 

Arabian and Persian Gulphs 

- 

27,93,532 

39,97,653 

67,91,185 

79,10,.j54 

1 1,3S0 

79,2 1.93 1 

Indian Coasting Trade 

- 

1,85,28,958 

37.33,221 

• 

2,22,62,1 79 

1,98,00,089 

.3:1,35,686 


Total Rupees 

- 

4,13,87,410 

1.73,63,205 

5,87,.50,6I5 

7,25.81.279 

1 41.59,566 

7,67,40,845 




Fron^ the 1st May 1816 to 30tli April 1817. 


IMPORTS FROM 








and 


value IMPORTS. 

VALUE EXPORTS. 

EXPORTS TO 










Merchandise, 

TVeasurc. 

Total Impon.s. 

Mercliamlize. 

T’rc.iMire. 

Total Exports. 



Rupco.s. 

Rupees. 


K upees. 

Ruj»ce.8. 


r 

A 







United Kingdom 


1,25,37,295 

22,68,762 

1,48,06,057 

1,69,85 ,.509 

- 

1,69,85,50!) 

Continent of Europe, &c. 

. 

9,92,603 

75,81,508 

85,74,111 

58,92,575 

- 

58,92,575 

Mediterranean 

- 

17,002 

6,913 

2.1,915 

8,75,933 

- 

M,75,!)33 

United States of America 

. 

13,00,506 

5.5,71.092 

68,71,598 

65,15,068 

- 

65,1 5,06s 

South America 

- 

1,55,467 

46,29,501 

47,84,968 

32,2.!,:i59 

29,163 

32,52,522 

Eastward Islands, &c. 

- 

65,65,992 

49,97,512 

1.15,63,504 

1,01,27,457 

1,91,157 

1,0:1,21,614 

China . 

- 

69,65,892 

72,41,173 

1,42.07,065 

1,59,11,1 17 

2,22,102 

1,61,33,249 

Arabian and Persian Gulphs 

- 

26,09,874 

93,44,761 

1,19,54.635 

1,03,47,752 

. 3,960 

1,0.1,51,712 

Indian Coasting Trade 

- 

1,55,00,511 

26,56,460 

1,81,56,971 

1,74,88,892 

17,21,655 

1,92,10,547 

Total Rupees 

- 

4,66,45.142 

4.42.97,682 

9,09,42,824 

8,73,67,692 ' 

21,71,037 

8,95.38,729 


(L 

Afcwiorandum.— The intrinsic Value of the Bengal Sicca Rupee is - 24. odG 

Madras Rupee - - - 2,'l. 2 17 

Bombay Rupee - - 23. 004 


70. S17 


(’omiiion or average Value - 23. 606 


Say, to avoid the Fraction, 2s. j)er Rupee. 
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to the Presidencies of Fort William, Fort Saint George, and Bombay, by Sea, in the followins? 
of the East India Company. 

received from Bengal, Madras, and Bombay respectively.) 


Merchandize. 

Rupees. 


From the 1st May 1815 to the 30th April IHKi. 


VALUE EXl’OK’l’S. 



TreaBure. 

Rupees. 


7 otal Imports. 


Merchandize. 

Rupees. 


’I'otai hvports. 


total 

VALUE 

RUPEE.S. 


2,30,00,828 

97,48,847 

34.08,097 

0,37,880 

- - - 


- 

2,40,220 

35,94.920 


l,89.i:>,540 


2,57, .39, 390 


1,47,10,119 

21,10,715 

1,53,97,954 

i,G7,ci,»;{0 


12,09.271 

1,09.68,118 

35, 28, .337 

11,00,223 

0,75,000 

7,00,642 

47.93,880 

60,40.106 

23, 14,106 

27.20,370 

24,02,033 

88,11, .32.3 

37,77,878 

91,07.734 

03,06,332 

86,00,048 

31,08,102 ! 

1,98,73,092 


‘ 2 , 08 , 6 r),() 7 {) 

30,00, 133 
3,49,242 
44,r>2.080 
20,10,682 
1,10,61,088 
1,10,14,499 
81,44,003 
1,72,67,100 


6,300 

1,06,515 

08,031 

10,800 

20,66,120 


2,08,74,992 

30,00,133 
3,19,242 
44, 62, (iso 
20,222.182 
1,11,67,203 
1,40, 82, 630 
81,66,403 
1,93,12,232 


3,18.33,110 
71,72,360 
10,19,784 
:» 1,92,780 
63, 13,362 
1,!)9,08,:)20 
2,37,90,204 

1,00,01,61 1 
3,91,86,321 


13,64,91,400 II 4,10,18,891 I 2,82,01,006 | 0,98,83,660 I 8.23,6.9,3/2 | 22,64,086 | 8,40,13,467 I 16, 1 1,97,01:; 


From the 1st May 1817 to 30th April 1818. 


OOTAL 

VALUE 

RUPEES,. 


VALUE IMPORTS. 

Mcrcinmii.... Treasure. .j-Qtal Imjwrtr. 

Rupees. Rupees. 


66,70,710 

80,83,030 

33,22,489 

1,00,00,803 


VALUE EXPORTS. 

Merchandize. Treasure. 7 otal Exports, 



2,29.53,470 

47,28,454 

18,90,028 

57,02,190 

30,91,031 

91.14,792 

1,59,32,104 

1,06,95.841 

1.72,53,551 


1.01,998 

3.31,490 

70,408 

18,85,848 


2,29,53,470 

47,28,454 

18,90,028 

57,02,190 

30,91,031 

92,10,790 

1,02,03,064 

1,07,72,249 

1,91,39.399 


TOTAL 

VALUE 

RUPEES. 


6,06.43,408 
98,93,290 
20,17,267 
1,41,01,882 
71,81,707 
2, 1,6:e 023 
3,32,77,70 I 
2,;i2,20,l30 
3,71,00,923 


18,04.81,663 6,74,22,026 4,73.80,488 10,48,02,613 1 9,19.62,727 23,95,744 9,13,58,471 I 19,91,00,984 


If the Total Number of Bengal, Madras, and Bombay Rupees were reduced 
into Sterling, at the several Values before stated, the Amount would be ^£'00,003. 394 

And if the whole were so reduced at 2s. for each Rupee, as the common 

Value, the Amount would be - - - - t)G,903, UL. 


Difference 


299. 707 


Or less than Half per Cent., from which it is assumed that the Rupees may be taken gene- 
rally at 2s. with Advantage, as such Rate affords tlie ready Meau'^ fni reducing the 
Indian Money into Sterling at once. 
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G. A. Robinson, Esq. Can you account for the apparent Decrease of that Trade ? 

rh P ^ ^ account for the Decrease on One of the Years satisfactorily j 

^ there has been a Deficiency in that Year of the Cotton Crops of the last Year, 

and there was also the same Year an* indifferent Year of Produce, in India, of 
Opium. 

Can you state whether any Portion of the Country Trade between the Continent 
of India and the Islands, consists of British Manufactures re-exported from the 
Continent of India, or whether it consists exclusively of the Produce of the 
Continent ? 

I am disposed to think, from the great Influx and Abundance of the. Manufac- 
tures of Britain that have reached India since the opening of the free Trade, that 
Adventurers have sent, of the Superabundance of the Importations in India, and of 
Cotton Goods especially, to the Eastern Islands. 

It appears from Accounts delivered into the Committee, that the Quantity of 
British Manufactures, and particularly of Woollen Goods, exported by the East 
India Company to the Continent of India, since the Period of the last Renewal 
of the Company’s Charter has considerably diminished ; will you explain the Cause 
of that Diminution ? 

The most probable Cause is, the great Quantity which has been carried out by 
private Traders. 

You conceive, then, that private Traders have a great Advantage over the Com- 
pany in the Export of British Manufactures ? 

I do not conceive that that Consequence follows at all, inasmuch as I believe 
a great many of the private Traders have been ruined by their over Specu- 
lations. 

Can you explain to the Committee the Meaning of the Term “ Long-ells,” 
as a Designation of a particular Description of Cloth wliich the East India Com- 
pany has long been in the Habit of exporting to India ? 

The Article of “ I.ong-ells ” is a Manufacture peculiar to the West of 
England ; it is something in the Texture, of the Manufacture of Kerseymere, 
but of a very coarse Description, approaching nearer to Shalloon or Camlet. 
A considerable Diminution has taken place in the Export of that Article, 

I am aware, owing to its being a very unprofitable Trade to China j I believe 
100,000 Pieces a Year less have been sent to China latterly than formerly ; 
the Export of Long-ells to India has been trifling, compared with that to 
China. 

Has the East India Company been in the Habit of exporting large Quantities of 
Cotton Manufactures to the Continent of India? 

Not large Quantities, they have occasionally made Experiments. 

What has been the Result of those Experiments ? 

In some Instances, I believe, they have been attended with Profit, but not 
in all. 

Have not large Quantities of Cotton Manufactures been introduced into India 
during the last Sue Years, by means cf private Traders ? 

I believe a large Quantity. 

Have you any Reason to think that the Market in India has been considerably 
overstocked with Cotton Manufactures, by the Means referred to ? 

I have no Means of answering that Question from any Knowl^gc I 

possess. 


Has 
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Has any Inconvenience resulted to the Company, or to its Establishments upon o.A.Robimon, Es<j. 
the Indian Continent, in consequence of the Admission of a free Trade tS the 
Extent to which it has been admitted, since the last Renewal of the East India 
Company’s Charter? 

If the Question is put commercially, I conceive none ; if politically, I hold 
to the Opinion I have always entertained, that it is highly inexpedient that 
Encouragement, should be given to the Access of Europeans to India, which 
f think has been in part the Result of opening the Trade, and which no 
Means of Precaution intended by the Charter to prevent the Effects of, has 
hitherto been able to accomplish j by the Access I mean the Increase of 
European Residents. 

Has the Residence of Europeans considerably increased in India during 
the Period referred to ? 

Very much. 

Are the Ves-sels of the United States permitted to enter into the Coasting 
Trade of the Dominions of the East India Company, or to what Restrictions are 
they subject m doing so ? 

I am not aware of any Restrictions imposed on the Americans in carrying on 
their Coasting Trade. 

If no Restrictions are imposed on the Americans, with respect to the Coasting 
Trade, what would the Ship Owners in the Country Trade have to dread from 
the Competition of British Shipping, which they have not equally to dread from 
the Competition of American Shipping, engaged as that Shipping is in the Carrying 
Trade throughout the East ? 

r am not aware, that the Americans have much entered into the Coasting 
'I’rade in India ; I believe that the Plan of their Voyages has been generally to 
dispose of their outward Cargoes, and to return to their own Country or to 
Foreign Europe with their Return Cargoes. I am not aware of any American 
Ships having been laid up in India for Want of Employment, though that has 
been very much the Case with Ships belongdng to free Traders. 

.• 

it is to that last Circumstance, then, that you advert, when you express .in 
Apprehension that British free Traders might, if permitted to engage in the 
Coasting Trade, draw a large Portion of it out of the Hands of the Country 
Traders, when the Americans vvould noti^ 

I think mainly to that Cause. 

'Po what Cause do you attribute the Circumstance of so many British 
. free Traders being laid up in India for Want of Employment, as you have 
stated ? 

To the Failure of their Speculations outwards ; to their having over speculated 
on their Trade to India, and wanting thereby the Means of returning with Indian 
Produce. I think it has been further increased by the great Depreciation of 
Indian Produce in Britain ; there remains at this Time, in the Company’s Ware- 
houses alone, exclusive of what there may be at the Outports, such a Quantity 
of Indian Goods as, I conceive, would not be taken off the Market in Two or Three 
Years, if no other Importations, were to arrive. I have the Means of laying 
. before the Committee the Extent and Value of thg Goods that are now in the 
Company’s Warehouses, not only belonging to the Company, but also to Indi- 
viduals: it is independent not only of what may be lying at the Outports, but 
also of what may be in private Warehouses. 

t 

Have you any Objection to furnish the Committee with that' Paper ? 

None in the World : the Amount of the Article in Cotton Wool alone exceeds 
Two millions two hundred thousand Pounds, calculated at a Price less than 

( 42 .) N n that 
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that fi'hich it must have originally cost in India, exclusive of the Freight and 
Charges. 

The Witness delivers in the Paper, which is read, and is as follows : 

East India House, apth June 1820.. 

An account shewing the estimated value of all the Goods in the 
Warehouses of the East India Company, distinguishing the principal Items j 
and also distinguishing the Goods imported by the Company from those 
imported by Private Merchants, as they stood on the First Instant. 


Goods imported by the Coirtpany. 



Goods which 
Iiave passed the 
Sales. 

Goods unsold. 

TOTAL. 



£ Sterling. 

£ Sterling. 

£ Sterling. 

Tea - . . . 

- 

.'142,598 

4,302,900 

4,645,498 

Bengal Piece Goods 

- 

79,450 

496,940 

576,402 

Coast and Surat Piece Goods 

- 

54,502 

1,145,000 

1,199,502 

Nankeen Cloth and China Silks 

- 

16,798 

21,868 

38,666 

Bengal Raw Silk • - * 

- 

97,592 

305,529 

403.121 

China Raw Silk 


19,744 

44,135 

63,879 

Cinnamon and other Spices 

- 

103,041 

405,499 

508,540 

Cotton Wool 

- 

1,832 

106,894 

108,726 

Coffee and Sugar 

- 

14,927 

27,301 

42,228 

Pepper - - . 

- 

71,564 

70,335 1 

1 

141,898 

Saltpetre - - . 

• 

5,087 

1 

256,221 

261,308 

Drugs 

- 

2,618 

Nil. 

2.618 



809,759 

7,182.628 

7,992,387 


Goods 
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* 

Goods imported by Private Merchants, including the Commanders of the 

Company's Sliips. 


Goods which 
have passed the 
Sales. 

Goods unsold. 

TOTAL. 


£ Sterling. 

.£ Sterling. 

£ Sterling. 

Tea - - 

13,256 

125,550 

138,806 

Bengal Piece (Joods - - - 

23.493 

4,052 

27,545 

Coast and Surat Piece Goods 

42,50!) 

3,300 

45,809 

Nankeen Cloth and China Silk 

92,214 

41,000 

133,214 

Bengal Raw Silk - - - 

27,467 

41,181 

68,648 

• 

China Raw Silk 

24,441 

55,678 

80,119 

Spices > - 

15,417 

215 

15,632 

Cotton W<ml - , . 

997,72) 

1,066,849 

2,064,570 

Coftec and Sugar - - - 

189,731 

117,509 

307,240 

Pepper - - , - 

108,164 

13,719 

121,883 

Indigo - . . - 

969,192 

212,400 

1,181,592 

•Saltpetre - ^ . 

11,324 

21,901 

36,225 

Rice - - - < 

95.284 

17,892 

143,176 

Grocery - . ' - 

54,233 

14,249 

68,482 

Drugs and Sundries - . - 

189,906 

73,141 

563,047 


3,154,352 

1,841,630 

4,995,988 


O.jf. RobimSn, Esq. 
and 

Thos. Reed, Esq. 


Is there any Reason why the British free Trade with India, although neces- 
sarily, in the first Instance after its being opened, the Subject of Experiment and 
Uncertainty, should not, after a short Time, find its own Level, with reference 
to the Wants and Means of Supply in both CountrievS, as much as any other 
'Branch of Trade that is now carried on, and as much as that which is carried on 
by the Americans with the same Country.? 

There is no Doubt that British Prudence and British Experience will bring a 
Trade of that Kind, at least, to its Level : the Evidence that I am giving before 
the Committee, I consider as referring to the immediate Effects that resulted from 
opening the free Trade. 

When that Level has once been found, will there be greater Room for Appre- 
hension, from the Admission of the British free Shipping into the Coasting 'i'rade, 
. than there appears now to be from the Admission of the Americans into that 
Trade, upon which there is no existing Restriction? 

Doubtless there will be no other Effect produced, in that Case, than the In- 
terference, to the Extent to which it might then chance to go, of the free Traders 
in the Port to Port Trade, and which before the opening of the Charter the 
Indian Ship Owners enjoyed exclusively. 

Is there not now a greater Demand for British Manufactures m the Indian 
Market than has existed at any former Period ? 

Certainly, the additional European Population must contribute to that in a 
great Degree j and I have no Doufit that by Degrees also British Manufactures 
do increase in Use among the Natives. 

Are 




( > 

6;4‘M<a^oniEsq. Are tbere any Opinions or Prejudices entertained by the Natives which can 
Tho$. Rtid Eta ^ Obstacle to a further Demand for British Manufactures beyond the 

Limitation of their Means for procuring them ? 

There are Prejudices existing among the Natives, no Doubt, to the Use of 
some Articles of British Manumeture, that never will be overcome ; but exclusive 
of those Prejudices which religious Feeling and religious Opinions inculcate, I 
see no Reason why they should not adopt whatever they may find useful and 
convenient. 

Do any of those Prejudices apply to the principal Articles of British Manufac- 
'ture ; namely, Woollen Goods, Cotton Goods, and Hardware ? 

None. 

(To Mr. Reid.) Do you concur in the Answers which have been made ? 

I concur generally in every thing which has been mentioned in Reply to the 
“Questions which have been put. 

Is there any thing yoti would wish to add on any Point ? 

I am not aware of any thing. 

^ {To Mr. Robinson.) Will you state generally your Opinion as to any Inconve- 
nience which could arise from permitting the Vessels engaged in the British free 
Trade from bringing to the other Countries of the Continent of Europe, ami to 
America, the Produce of China, which are now brought by the Ships of the 
United States, and are not permitted to be brought in any other Vessels of British 
buildj except those that are navigated by the East India Company ? 

The First Question that would be to be decided in that Case, would be where 
. and how the Produce of China was to be obtained by Vessels of that Description ; 
if such an Idea is ever entertained as that of the Ships going to Canton, 1 conceive 
that the Interests of the East India Company would be most essentially injured 
thereby, that it would completely change the whole Character of that Tratle, and 
that the Change could not take place without producing very injurious Effects to 
the Company. 

Will you state the Grounds of that Opinion ? 

The Grounds of that Opinion are, that the Whole of the Foreign Trade in 
China is conducted by a Company of Merchants called the Hong, who have the 
exclusive Monopoly of that Trade on die Part of the Chinese ; the only Inter- 
course that is maintained between that Government and the East India Company 
is through the respective Mediums of the Hong and the Servants of the East 
India Company composing the Factory : the Introduction of Ships belonging to 
Individuals would require one or other of Two Things, either that the free 
Trader should be submitted to the Controul of the Factory, or tliat a new Autho- 
rity should be constituted in China, to be the Medium of Communication on the 
Part of the free Trader j but the first Expedient I conceive would be very much 
complained of, and would lead to a Thousand Complaints and Grievances hardly 
any how to be redressed ; the other Expedient would be as, 1 said before, to pro- 
duce a complete and thorough Change in the Relations that now exist between 
the British and the Chinese. 

How do you account for the increasing and the prosperous Trade carried on 
by the Subjects of the United States with the Port of Canton, and in the same 
Articles as that carried on by the East India Company, without those Restrictions, 
and that particular Mode of directing it, which you have described as essential to 
the Success of such a Trade ? 

I account for it clearly in this Way, that the Americans are a distinct Nation 
from us, and no Act of theirs commits us in any respect in Responsibility : but 
It would be utterly Impossible to draw a Distinction between the Acts of English- 
men, so as not to make the Chinese Government hold the only British 
Authority that exists at present in China responsible for the Acts of their own 
Countrymen. 


Do 
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G.A. Rob»uon,Eiq, 
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That. Reid, Etq. 


Can you state through what Authority, or by what Channel, the Subjects of the 
United States communicate with the Chinese Government, as to any Questions 
or Disputes which may arise in the Course of their Trade with China ? 

I should certainly rather refer that to those whose local Habits would enable 
them best to answer it ; but I have understood that the Americans have a Resident 
Consul at Canton. 

Are you aware of any Objection that would exist to the Appointment of a 
Resident Consul, or any other Authority similar to that, by Means of which the 
Americans adjust their Differences and Communications with the Chinese Govern- 
ment, for the Purpose of fulfilling the same Office for the British free Trade, 
supposing it to exist concurrently with the exclusive Trade of the East*India 
Company with Great Britain ? 

I think it would be absolutely impracticable to raise up at the same Place Two 
distinct Authorities ; that is to say, a Consulate for the Transaction of the Con- 
cerns of the free Traders and the Factory, as now established for the Conduct 
of that Trade, which it would be intended should still remain exclusively to the 
East India Company : I think not only would the Two Authorities clash, but I 
think that even a better constituted Government than that of the Chinese would 
be very much at a Loss to draw a Distinction between Two co-existing Autho- 
rities of that Kind. 

(To Mr. Reid.) Is there any thing which you are desirous of adding upon the 
Subject of the foregoing Questions. 

It strikes me, that the Anxieties that are entertained to carry on this Tea 
Trade, are not likely to meet with the Success that Parties expect at this Time ; 
because now Foreign Countries to which the Tea goes, are supplied by their 
own Shipping : in the Time of War, the Americans, in consequence of their 
neutral Character, carried Tea to those Countries j at the present Moment the 
Interests of those respective Countries will lead the Governments of them to 
import the Tea themselves. 

The Witnesses arc directed to withdraw. 

Ordered, That this Committee be adjourned to Thursday next. Twelve o’Clock. 


Do you conceive that without the Existence of a British Factory in Canton, 
the Americans would not be able to carry on an advantageous Trade with that 
Port ? 

I see no Connection that the British Factory has with the American China 
Trade, though it would have with the free Trade of British Merchants. 

How then do you explain that no Inconvenience appears to arise to the Subjects 
of the United States, from a Want of that responsible Authority representing 
them, to which you think it necessary that the Chinese Government should be 
enabled, in all Cases of Difference or Dispute, to appeal ? 

I am afraid I have been misunderstood in my Answer, which was intended to 
exhibit the Inconvenience and Injury that the East India Company would sustain 
from the Introduction of a Trade, which might involve them in Dispute with 
the Chinese, and over which they could not well exercise a Control. 


(i2.) 
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Die JoviS) 6" Julii 1820. 


The MARQUESS of LANSDOWNE in the Chair. 


CHARLES GRANT, Esq., is called in, and examined as follows : 

T. Grant, Esq. You have been for many Years one of the Directors of the East India Com- 
pany ? 

From the Year 1794, saving the periodical Years of Vacation. 

Have you been particularly acquainted with the China Trade carried on by the 
East ftdia Company under their Charter ? 

I think I must necessarily have become in a certain Degree acquainted with it 
from my Situation. 

Will you state to the Committee, whether you are of Opinion that the Prohibi" 
tion of all private Trade to Canton, is essential to the Security of the Company’s 
Trade with China as carried on at Canton ? 

I confess I have been and am of Opinion, that a free Trade to China from this 
Country would be incompatible with the Existence of the East India Company 
upon their present Footing. As to what other Modes might be proposed short of 
that, I should be glad to answer to the particular Points as they suggest them- 
selves. 

Will you state in what Way you conceive that a Permission to the British free 
Traders to export British Commodities and touch at the Port of Canton for the 
Purpose of receiving Commodities the Growth of China, and transporting them to 
European Countries exclusive of Great Britain, or to America, would affect the 
Interests and Trade of the East India Company ? 

I conceive that this would be very little short of the free Trade which I men- 
tioned before, as in my Apprehension incompatible with the Existence of the 
Company on their present footing ; and I should likewise conceive, that so large 
and free an Admission of the Ships and Subjects of this Country into Canton, if 
it did not work immediately the Abolition of the Company, would endanger the 
Stability of that System of Trade which is now conducted through the Me- 
dium of the Company between Great Britain and China, by the very great Influx 
which would follow of the private Ships and the Subjects and Sailors of this Coun- 
try, among a People remarkably jealous, peculiar in their Usages and in their Mode 
of Government ; the Government itself arbitrary, not fond of Trade, exercising 
capricious Powers, and nowise unlikely, on some sudden Impulse or Provocation, 
to shut out the Trade altogether. 

Independently of the Consequences you apprehend from the Effect which 
you have stated might be produced upon the Chinese Government or the Persons 
■ in Office under it, would such Permission immediately deprive the Company ol 
any Branch of Trade they now actually carry on ? 

I do 
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I do not know that it would have immediately the Effect of depriving them of 
any one Branch of Trade ; but as I conceive Tea to be the main Object of the 
Speculations of the mercantile People of this Country in their present Applications 
with regard to China, I mean a Participation in the Trade of Tea, I do conceive 
that such a Participation would go greatly to diminish the Trade of the Company 
in that Article, and, in process of Time, to render the whole of it quite in- 
secure. 

That Apprehension, however, is founded, if you are rightly understood, exclu- 
sively in your Apprehension that the Chinese Government, or Persons in Employ- 
ment under it, might be induced to abandon the Trade with England altogether, 
in consequence of Differences that might occur under such an Arrangement ? 

No, not so. I think that a Participation by the Subjects of this Country in the 
Trade of Tea to be carried to Foreign Europe, would most probably end in the 
smuggling of a great Quantity of the Tea so imported into this Country, which 
would of course diminish the Company’s Sales and tlieir Profits, and might reduce 
them to the State in which they were before the Commutation Act of 1784. 

What Probability is there of such Smuggling taking place, owing to the Circum- 
stance of Tea being imported from Canton to Europe in British Vessels, when it 
does not take place while Tea can be imported from Canton to Europe in Ame- 
rican Vessels, to the same Ports from whence such smuggling Trade would be 
carried on? 

I have no Conviction at all that there is not Smuggling, and even to a consider- 
able Extent, carried on now. I will briefly state my Reasons for that Opinion, 
though I cannot follow up my Answer with quoting Instances of actual Smuggling 
to any great Exient. It is well ascertained that the Imports of Tea to the Conti- 
nent of Europe before the French Revolution did not exceed Five Millions and a 
Half of Pounds : there is no Reason, in my Apprehension, to suppose that the Con- 
tinent of Europe is now either more populous or more rich than it was at that 
Period ; and the Importations of late Years into the Continent of Europe, though 
it is difficult to get Accounts that can be absolutely relied upon, appear by various 
Statements that have been procured from different Quarters, to have amounted to 
more than Ten Millions of Pounds per Annum. There is no reasonable Account, 
therefore, in my Opinion, to be given of the final Disposal of that Surplus im- 
ported into Foreign Europe from^Year to Year, but the Supposition that it has 
found its Way clandestinely into this Country. And I have a further Reason for 
my Opinion upon this Point ; the Consumption of l ea in Great Britain about the 
Year 1782 was reckoned at Eighteen Millions df Pounds ; the East India Com- 
pany’s present Sales, upon an Average, amount to about Five-and-twenty Millions 
pf Pounds per Annum. 1 conceive, that in consequence of the Increase of Popu- 
lation ill this Country, and of Wealth, since the Year 1782, to which I would add 
the increased Taste for l ea in that Period, being nearly Forty Years, the Consump- 
tion of Tea in Great Britain and its Dependencies, including Ireland, has increased 
more than Seven Millions of Pounds per Annum ; and therefore I am the more 
strengthened in supposing that whatevei«the Excess of Consumption of this Cbuntry 
has gone to beyond Twenty-five Millions of Pounds, has been supplied in the pri- 
vate clandestine Manner I have mentioned. There is Reason to believe that there 
is at this fime a considerable Quantity of unsold 'l ea lying on Hand in Holland 
^d other Ports of the Continent ; that is a Confirmation of my Idea that the Im- 
portations there are beyond the Consumption of the Continent, and likewise a 
Confirmation of that other Idea, that the Consumption now in Foreign Europe is 
not greater than before the French Revolution. 

Has the gross annual Sale of the East India Company in Tea diminished much 
since the Peace ? 

No, it has not. 

Has it increased ? 

It has tkU much increased. 


C. Grant, Esq. 


Without 
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Witliout sof^osmg that the Continent of Europe h either more rich or more 
populous, might not an increased Taste fm* Tea greatly augment the Consump- 
tion of Tea on the Continent? 

1 should not conceive so, because of the great Quantities now lying on Hand 
unsold, and the very great Reduction of Price which is known to have taken place 
there in the Course of those large Importations which have been made in the last 
few Years. The selling Price of Tea is very much reduced from what it was Three 
or Four Years ago. 

Will not the Reduction of the selling Price of any Commodity naturally in- 
crease the Consumption of it ? 

I do not conceive that to be an universal Rule applicable in all Cases ; the Increase 
of Consumption must depend, in a great Measure, upon the Taste of the People ; 
there are Parts in the Eastern World in which the Importation of the Commodi- 
ties of this Country at almost any Price would not much increase the Consump- 
tion of them. 

Assuming the Fact that, agreeably to your Supposition, smuggling^of Tea to a 
considerable Extent does actually take place from European Ports to Great Britain, 
is it probable that it would make any Difference in the Amount of Tea so smug- 
gled, or in the Temptation to smuggle it, whether it was imported into those Ports 
from China in a British or other European or American Vessel ? 

I apprehend it would make a Difference ; British Merchants having much more 
Connexion in this Country, and consequently greater Facilities than Foreign Mer- 
chants can be supposed to have with respect to Operations of that kind. 

You are of Opinion then that whereas you have stated that a large Surplus Quan- 
tity of Tea is actually in the Magazines of Holland and other Countries in want of a 
Vent, that Quantity would be still greater if it could have been imported into those 
Countries in British Vessels ? 

I believe I have not stated that ; I think it, however, no way improbable such 
should be the Effect for a Time ; but I conceive this I’rade of importing 1 ea into 
Foreign Europe on the present Scale cannot last in whatever Hands it is, unless 
Smuggling into this Country should prevail to a Degree that would go to under- 
mine the Sales of the East India Company ; and I consider that at this Moment, 
from the Glut of Tea on the Continent, and the very low Price to which it is re- 
duced there, the Importation of Tea thither must, as Things noware, diminish and 
not increase, in whatever Hands the Trade may be. 

Can you produce any comparative Account of the Prices of various Sorts of 
Teas on the Continent and at the Company’s Sales ? 

I can. 

The Witness delivers in a Statement, which is read, and is as follows * 


PRICES 



PRICES of TEA at Rotterdam, in May 1820. 
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Are the Teas-of- the- same Qualitiei? 

I cannot assert that }' m general I believe th?it the Company's Teas are of supe- 
rior Qualities to any others imported ; they get the Prime, and the Americans get 
what they leave. 

Can you lay before the Committee any further Information on the Subject of 
the Tea imported into the respective Countries ? 

l ean i I will add to this Account some Memoranda, collected from the Continent, 
of the Quantities of Tea imported there from the Year 1815 to the Year 1819. 
They exhibit the Importations into the Low Countries, and likewise the Importa- 
tions into Copenhagen, Hamburgh, and Gottenburgh. 

These Accounts are collected and framed from private Information, are they 
not ? 

From the Information of Houses of Business in those Cities mentioned in the 
Memorandums. 

The Witness delivers in the same, which are read, and are as follow : 


MEMORANDA. 

Number Chests Tea imported into the Kingdom of the Netherlands in the 

following Years 



1815 

Che!(ts. 

1816 

Chests. 

1817 

Chests. 

1818 

Chests. 

1819 

Chests. 

Amsterdam - - . - 

Rotterdam - - 

Middleburgh - « - 

Antwerp - - - 

24.718 

2,841 

20,647 

3,055 

19.817 

2,144 

54,717 

7,84*2 

11,669 

14, .54 6 

31,690 

25,353 

6,091 

9.165 

Total Chests 

27,559 

‘23,702 

21,961 

88,171 

72,299 


Tea imported into the Continent of Europe in the following Years : 



Englisli Pounds Weight. 


1815 

1816 

1817 

■n 

1819 

Amsterdam, Rotterdam, Mid-l 
dleburgh, and Antwerji - } 
Bremen - - - ^ 

France (the Total only in Four* 
Years and Five Months is 
given from 1816 to End of 1 
May 1820, being English, C 
261,0391b. — sayFourYears 
Average per Annum) - -J 
Copenhagen 

Hamburgh - - - 

Gottenburgh - . - 

1,635.000 

253,000 

1,417,000 

. 65,260 

341,732 

1 626,250 

335,000 

1.308.000 
279.000 

65,260 

410,536 

1.525.000 

5,450,000 

65,260 

249,490 

4,360,000 

65,260 

70,762 

1,003,084 

Total Pounds - 

1,888,000 

2,785,242 

3,587,796 

mnnn 

5,499,106 


‘‘ The 
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“ The American Exports from Chma intended for Foreign Europe are only 
stated for the Four last Years of the above Period. In the Four Years, 
i8i6 <3:1819, the Total Quantity Tea imported into Foreign Europe wai. 
Pounds Weight .... 17,636,894 


By 


By 


Which, it is computed, was imported in the following 
Proportions : 

Pounds Weight. 

the Americans direct from China • - 10,800,906 

- Ditto - from the United States - 3,348,743 


French Ships - . . . . 

Danish ...... 

Swedish ...... 

Portuguese and other Ships, which include Importations'! 
into Amsterdam from Batavia, Lisbon, Hamburgh, > 

See. See. . ... . .J 


* 4 >* 49>^49 

261,039 

823,030 

335»ooo 

2,054,968 


Pounds Weight - . 17,623,686 


It appears that in the Five Years 1815 a 1819, and to the End of May 1820, 
the Number of Chests imported into the Kingdom of the Netherlands was. 

Chests .... 254,957 

And that the Stock in Hand was . . 118,000 

From which it appears that the Consumption of the Netherlands, > , 

from January 1815 to May 1 820 inclusive, was - .) *3 ^>957 

Or per Annum . - Chests 25,284, 

In a Communication from Rotterdam the Annual Consumption of the Nether- 
lands is stated at 30,000^ Chestss.” 


May not the Ingenuity and Knowledge of British Traders be as actively and 
extensively employed in introducing Tea fraudulently into British Consumption 
from any European Port, whether the Tea be carried to that European Port from 
China in a British Vessel or a Vessel of any other Country ? 

I believe I have already said, that British Merchants would have additional Mo- 
tives and additional Facilities for infroducing Tea clandestinely into this Country 
if imported by them into Foreign Europe j I confess that is my Opinion. 

Do you think that the smuggling Trade into this Country is in any Instance 
conducted by the Importer of Teas into the Continent of Europe ? 

‘ Tb that Point I cannot speak. 

Referring to the Objection, which in your former Answer you have stated to 
exist to the Admission of any British private Trade to Canton, in consequence of 
the Effect which it might produce upon the Chinese Authorities, how do you 
account for the Increase and Prosperity of the free Trade carried on by the Subjects 
of the United States, subject to no Restriction whatever with the Port of Canton ? 

In the same Way as 1 account for the Prosperity and the Facility of tlic Trade 
carried on by British Subjects from the Ports of India to Canton and back again 
tqjndia. I conceive that both have flourished in consequence of the Establish- 
ment of the East India Company’s System there, and the Protection which it af- 
fords, not only to the Subjects of this Country trading from India, but likewise to 
the American Subjects, who at first were hardly distinguished in India from the 
Subjects of Great Britain, and by slow Degrees rose to the Magnitude they have 
lately had in the Trade there, partly in consequence of the Countenance given 
them at an earlier Period by the Company’s Establishment, as well as by their 
being considered as a second Sort of Englishmen. The Disappearance also of 

several 
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( •l.iS ) 


C. (irant. Esq. 


several of the Foreign European Companies whose Place they supplied, may have 
made them more readily accepted by the Chinese Government. 

What Reason is there why the same Degree of Protection and Facility should 
not be afforded by the East India Company’s Establishment at Canton to British 
free Traders, as you now state to be afforded by them to the Traders of other 
Countries engaged in a T'rade precisely similar ? 

My Idea is, that if the Subjects and the Ships of this Country were admitted 
without Limitation into Canton, the Company’s System could not continue, and 
that by the much greater Number of our People, our Seaman particularly, and 
the Difference of Character between them and the American Seaman, they would 
be much more likely to give Offence to the Chinese Government whose Character 
I have already described. 

In what Way do you mean to state that the System of the East India Com* 
pany’s Trade at Canton would be overturned by the free Admission of British 
Subjects to the Enjoyment of the same Privileges with the Americans ? 

I think I have already stated several Reasons ; the Numbers and the different 
Characters of the Subjects of this Country who would resort to Canton ; their 
much greater Means of launching out very extensively into that Trade, whether 
they would be ultimately successful is another Question, and the jterpetual Colli- 
sion that must arise between them and the. Company’s Establishment there, and 
likewise -(it is to be apprehended) between them and the Officers of the Chinese 
Government j by which the Trade of this Country to China in any Form 
might be endangered, owing to the arbitrary and jealous Qiiaracter of that 
Government. 

What is the Difference of Character between British and American Seamen, 
on which you found your Observation ? 

It is a recognized Fact by those acquainted with Canton, that the American 
Seamen are far more orderly and better conducted than the British Seamen arc, 
more easily kept In due Subjection in that Country ; whereas British Seamen are 
with the greatest Difficulty kept from getting into Disputes with the People of 
the Country or Officers of the Government, several of which Disputes have been 
likely to terminate fatally, and some actually have done so. 

In that Answer, do not you compare the Character of the Sailors employed in 
the Company’s Ships with that of the American free Traders ? 

Undoubtedly ; but I conceive the Sailors employed by the Company to be of 
exactly the same Character as the Rest of the British Seamen. 

Do you attribute the Circumstance of the American Seamen being more easily 
kept in Order than the English Seamen solely to the Difference of National 
Character ? 

I believe there may be another Circumstance, but I am not certainly informed 
of it ; I will however mention it as an Hypothesis, that the American Seamen are 
.of such a Description of sober and orderly Persons as to have an Interest in the 
Voyage given them, a small one doubtless, but to be in fact interested in the 
Voyage, and of course interested in the good Conduct of the Expedition, the 
Safety of the Ship, and every thing that relates to it ; but I am so little particu- 
larly informed, that 1 cannot speak more precisely to that Point. 

Would it not be practicable for a British free Trader to give the Seamen 
navigating his Ship the same Species of Interest to which you have referred ? 

I believe there is no such thing known in this Country, and I should think it 
difficult to establish such a Practice. 

Are there not other Adventures carried on by British Trade, in which a similar 
Interest is now given to the Seamen engaged in them ? 

I have just heard the Whale Fishery mentioned. I am certainly not aware of 
any other wher' such a thing prevails in the Trade of tins Country to the 
Eastward. 

Do 
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Do you mean to extend the Observation to the Conduct of the Britisli Seamen 
employed there, as compared with the Conduct of those of other European 
Countries ? . ' ^ 

I believe it might be extended so far ; but during almost the whole Period of 
the French Revolution the Foreign Companies had nearly disappeared in Canton, 
and of course the Sailors employed by them. 

Can you state at what Time the Foreign Companies disappeared from Canton ? 

In the Year 1 78 8-9 the Foreign Companies exported from Canton nearly Eleven 
Millions of Pounds of Tea: in the Year 1789-90, about Seven Millions : in the 
Year 1790-91, I'wo millions two hundred and ninety-one thousand. From that 
Time I consider the Trade of Foreign Europe with China to have decreased, until 
in the Year 1799-1800, when the Exports of Tea from Canton, which were con- 
fined to the Swedes and Danes, amounted only to One Million and a Half of 
Pounds. 

Does the American Consul at Canton exercise any considerable Authority over 
(he Americin Seamen at that Port r 

I have not distinctly heard that there is an American Consul regularly established 
there. I do not know the Fact that there is one. 

Do you know whether British Capital is not embarked in the American Trade 
with Canton'to Europe and to America ? 

I believe the American Trade to the East owed its Origin to British Capital, as 
it owed its Continuance and Increase to the Belligerent State of Europe for so long 
a Period ; hut 1 do not know that at the present 'l ime there Ts any British Capital 
employed in the American Trade to India and ‘China, their own Capital having 
very much increased j though 1 believe that they obtain Facilities from their 
English Correspondents in respect of t^c Operations they carry on in the East. 

In one of your Answers you have stated that the opening of the private Trade 
with Canton would be incompatible with the Existence of the Company on their 
ju esent footing, and in another that the same Circumstance would work the Abo- 
lition of the Company ; d® you mean to confine that Answer to die Interests of 
the Company as connected with the China Trade, or to extend it generally to the 
Existence of the Company in India and in China as a mercantile and political Body ? 

My immediate Meaning undoubtedly was the Company’s Establishment in China; 
but it cannot be unknown thatlhe Stability of the Company, and their Means of 
conducting the Indian Administration, at present entirely depend upon the Profits 
of the China Monopoly, because they derive no Income whatever from the Terri- 
tory, nor have done for many Years; not owing, 1 presume to say, to their Ma- 
nagement, but to the Course of great public Events in that Quarter of the World, 
which were not under their Controul, but under the Controul of His Majesty’s 
Government; so that if the China Monopoly were now to fail, they would not 
have wherewithal to pay the Dividends to the Proprietors, nor to pay the Capital 
.Stock invested by the Proprietors ; the Indian Territory not only yielding nothing 
to .them, but being very largely in Debt. 

Have the Directors of the East India Company ever turned their Minds to dis- 
cover whether any System of Restriction with regard to th^ Tea Trade, admitting 
British ffee Traders, might be adopted tha^ could secure to them their Monopoly of 
‘ Teas, leaving to the British Subject the Advantage of a free Intercourse with China 
in other Articles ? 

I believe it is the universal Opinion of the Directors of the Company that their 
Monopoly would not be safe if there was such a,general Admission given to British 
Subjects into China, even if they were restricted from dealing in the Article of I’ea; 
and that the Directors do not conceive that any System of Restrictions which they 
could devise would be effectual to. the End mentioned. 

( 42 .) • . 
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('. Giant, Lmi- What Articles do the Company at present import from China besides Teas ? 

Tea is the grand Material of their Trade from China ; they import besides Raw- 

Silk, Nankeen, and perhaps few other Articles of very inferior Value. 

Are there any Articles which can be procured in China that are prohibited by 
the East India Company from being imported into this Country on board of their 
Ships ? 

None, except some Articles of Drugs, which are of so strong a Scent as that, if 
they were brought in their Ships which are loaded with Tea, they would destroy 
the Character of the Tea and render it unsaleable ; they have been therefore 
obliged, contrary to any original Wish of their’s, to forbid their Commanders and 
Officers from bringing certain Articles of that Description in the Ships that convey 
the Tea home. 

Can you enumerate the Articles so prohibited ? 

I have not a Recollection of all the Articles ; but there are public Orders in 
which they are enumerated. 

■ Can you furnish the Committee with a Copy of those public Orders ? 

1 will endeavour to do so.* 


• An account of the ARTICLES which the Commanders and Officers of 
the Company’s Ships are forbidden to bring in those Ships from China. 

Anniseeds. 

Arrack and other Spirits, except for the Ship’s Use. 

Arsenick. 

Hartall and Orpiment. 

Assafoetida. 

Camphor. 

Cassia Buds. 

Cloves. 

Galanga Root. 

Mace. 

Musk. 

Nutmegs. 

Oils, Chemical, of Anniseed, or any other Kind. 

Pepper. 

Serra Japonica, dnd 
I’urinerick. 

Not ^ — In the Event of Rhubarb or Cassia Lignea being shipped, those Articles 
must be stowed in the Orlop Deck only, and separated from the Teas by a suffi- 
cient Bulk-head, built expressly for the Purpose* 


What 
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What does the Company export from this Country ? c. Grant, h.sq. 

They export W^oollens and Metals, and likewise Bullion. 

What Species of Metal ? 

Lead, Iron, Tiivnnd other Metals ; occasionally Copper. 

Can you furnish tfie Committee with an Account of the Quantity of Bullion 
and of the Value of Cloth and Metals annually exported in the Course of the last 
Five Years for China ? 

I have such an Account here for the last Six Years, but it dcjss not distinguish 
the W'ooll^ns from the Metals : the Total to China in the last Six Years ending 
with 1819-20 was, Goods ^4,977,902, being an Average’ of jf’829,650 per Annum, 
and of Bullion in the same Six Years it'i, 52 1,821, making per Annum 253,637. 

I cat^ furnish a fuller Recount if it is desired. 

Have there not been large Sums of Bullion paid into the Company's Treasury 
at Canton ? 

Certainly, from the Proceeds of Cotton and other Articles brought from India 
to China, whith Proceeds are paid into the Company’s Treasury there, for their 
Bills on India. 

Can you state the Amount of the'Sums actually paid in in that way during the 
same Period ? 

I have no such Account with me, but the Supplies to the Company’s Treasury 
in China, by Means of their Bills upon India and the Consignments made from 
India to China on account of the Company, may be. One Year with another, nearly 
a Million Sterling per Annum. 

Can you state what Quantity of Teas, sold within these last Four or Five Years 
at the Company’s Sales, have been exported ? 

1 do not happen to have any Account of that Description with me, but from 
Recollection I conceive the Exports of Tea, including Ireland and the British 
Colonies in America, to be nearly Four Millions of Pounds ; very little being 
exported to the Continent of Europe. 

Can you furnish an Account for the last Eight Years, stating the Quantities 
exported to Ireland, the Quantities exported to our Colonies, and the Quantities 
exported to Foreign Europe ? 

1 will procure such an Account.* ([See p. 14*0 


An 



An account of the Quantity of TEA exported from Great Britain, in the foUowing Years, 
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Mem . — ^The Records of the Year 1813 were burnt at the Custom House. 
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Is the Committee to understand that the only Objections which you state to Grtmt, Esq. 

British Subjects either enjoying the same Freedom of Trade to China that i? en- 

joyed by American Subjects, either arise out of the Consideration of the Character 
of British Seamen, or from the Circumstance of the probable Increase of Smug- 
gling of Teas from Europe into this Country ? 

I conceive both those are Objections ; but I do not mean to limit the Objec- 
tions to those Two. I think, from the Tenor oS my Answers, it will have appeared 
that I consider the Existence of such a 'I’rade from Britain, carried on by British 
Subjects there, the Numbers both of Ships and Seamen that would follow, and the 
Difficulty of maintaining the same Subjection to the Chinese Government which is 
now maintained, jvould by Degrees render the Situation of the C’.ompany in Effect 
untenable. I should consider such an Admission as I mentioned, of a free Trade 
by British Subjects, to be in Effect a Participation with the Company in their 
Monopoly ; and we have already had the Experience from the first Admission of 
free Trade to India, in the Year 1793, that the Traders never will rest whilst any 
exclusive Privilege remains to the Company. Agreeably to this the Trade to 
India into which Individuals were admitted first in the Year 1793, was by their 
Means cniircly* thrown open in the Year 1813. I should expect a Revolution of 
the same Kind to happen in China, if the same Admission were given there. 

Supposing Means couKl be devised of preventing the Smuggling of Teas from 
the Continent, and of making the Conduct of British Seamen similar to that of 
the Americans, what other Reasons would induce you to think. that the Com- 
pany could jiot go on conducting their Trade in Teas as they do at present ? 

I beg to say, in the first Place, that I am not aware of any Means that could be 
devised to answer those two l^urposes, and unless they were secured in the first 
place, they would alone, in my Apprehension, form a strong Impediment to the 
suggested Freedom of Trade. But besides, 1 believe that it would be impossible 
in such an Opening as is speculated upon for the Company’s Establishment in 
Canton, to maintain that Footing of Authority which they do now, and which is 
necessary to their Continuance. I should, to speak fairly, expect a continued 
Spirit of Opposition to them from the free Traders, such as They have evinced 
in the other Case during the last Twenty Years. 

Supposing the Legislature was , to give additional Powers for the Maintenance of 
Order, to the Company’s Servants at Canton, do you then think that under this 
Arrangement the Company might continue to carry on their Trade in Tea as at 
present ? • 

I am not aware of any Authority that His Majesty can give to His Subjects 
there which would answer the Purpose, one of the greatest Difficulties being with 
the Government of China } but besides this, no Authority that His Majesty could 
give could prevent the free Traders there from making perpetual llepresentations 
against the Company’s Establishment ; and from long Experience I should expect 
that to fallow, and should expect likewise that the Influence of thdir Represen- 
tations in this Country would have the same baneful Eftect on the Company’s 
Affairs there as they have with rtfspect to their commercial Privileges in India. 

What is the Nature of the Opposition that the Company has experienced from 
the free Traders to India during the last Twenty Years, to which you alluded in 
your Answer to the Question before the last ? 

In the Year 1793, for the first Time, the Subjects of Great Britain were 
jvflowed a certain Quantity of Tonnage in the Company’s Indian Ships for the 
Purpose of exporting the Manufactures of this Couniry to India, which lonnage 
was never filled by them, and of bringing back the Proceeds of those Manufac- 
tures in Indian Goods ; the Traders almost immediately began to complain of the 
Company’s Mode of dispensing this Privilege, as intended to thwart the Effect of 
it with regard to the free Traders, and by Perseverance in this Way, in iny Ap- 
prehension, more in the Spirit of Opposition than from any real Causes aifoided, 
they at length got a much greater Change introduced into the Indian Irade, in the 
(4^.) . Rr Year 
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c. GrantjEsq. Year i8oiy by which a certain Class of Ships were established by the Company 

solely for the Purpose of carrying out their Trade ; they were likewise dissatisfied 

with this larger Concession, and went on complaining till the Renewal of the 
Company’s Charter came on in the Year 1813, when, by Representations of the 
same Nature circulated all over the Kingdom, they effected the Object which it 
was known they had long in view of entirely putting an End to the Company's 
Commercial Privileges to India, and of getting their own Ships introduced into 
that I’rade. I should fear the same Course would be gone over, if Canton were 
opened to the free Traders of this Country. 

Are the Committee then to understand that the Opposition on the Part of the 
free Traders which the Company experienced was conducted by means of 
Remonstrances to the Government and Legislature upon the general good Effect 
to the Country which would attend a further Opening of the Trade ? 

No, not in the first Instance ; there were a long Series of Complaints for 
Years of the Mode in which the Company conducted themselves in affording 
them the Privileges enjoined by the Legislature ; it was almost a continual State 
of Warfare between the Parties ; and though the Company were induced for the 
Sake of Peace to enlarge the Privileges given them in 1793, that did not satisfy 
them ; their Object was known to be the Introduction of their own Ships into 
that Trade, without any Restriction whatever. No Doubt the general Good was 
mainly pleaded. 

Can you state the comparative Gains or Losses of the Company from their 
Trade to India before 1793, comparative Gains or Losses by their Trade 

to India at the present Time ? 

Such a Statement can certainly be given, if the Committee will be pleased to 
require it ; but the Profits of the Trade have been, within the Period mentioned, 
affected by other Circumstances besides the Admission of the Subjects of this 
Country generally into it. The immense Rise of the Cotton Fabrics of Great 
Britain has in a very great Degree displaced the Cotton Fabrics of India, which 
were formerly the,grand Staple of the Indian Trade to Europe, and one of the 
most gainful Articles of the Company’s Commerce. The Trade in that Article 
has now nearly ceased. 

Can you prepare an Account of the Annual Profits to the Company of their 
Trade with India within the last Five Years, exclusive of all Profits on Cotton 
Goods, and the Profits of the Indian Trade, exclusive of all Cotton Goods, for 
Five Years, antecedent to the Year 1792 ? 

That certainly may be done. 

Supposing a British Consul, with ample Authority over all British Subjects, 
conferred upon him by the Legislature, to be established at Canton, and all Com- 
' munications between the East India Company and the free Traders on one Side, 
and the Chiiiesfi Government on the other, to take place through the Medium of 
the Consul, do you conceive that the Adoption of such a Measure would tend 
in any Degree to remove the Inconvenience aild Danger which you apprehend 
would arise from the Admission of free Traders into the Trade with China? 

1 apprehend that to reduce the Company to carry on their Intercourse with the 
Chinese Government, through the Medium of a Consul, would essentially alter 
their Situation there ; and I would beg to state my Reasons : the Company’s 
Establishment has grown to what it is now in a long Course of Years ; it is in 
Possession there, of a great^tock of commercial Property ; it has the Command\)f 
a large Fleet of formidable Snips ; it has acquired, by the Probity and the Liberality 
of its Dealings, a great deal of Weight Influence even with that proud and 
capricious People ; and, in consequence, it has not only the sole Authority at 
present over the British Subjects there, but has a certain Degree of Consideration 
in the Mind of the Chinese Government, that Government being in a Measure 
reconciled to the Tolerance of Foreigners within its Empire, because of the uniform 
good Conduct of the Company’s Establishment, and the Effect of lo^g Usage, 

which 
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which is a Principle of great Respect among the (Jhinese, and has given a Degree Grant, 
of Sanctidn to the Company’s Establishment. There is also another Kind of Mo- “ 
nopoly in Cliina, that of a Set of Chinese Merchants by the Appointment of the 
Chinese Government, a Monopoly of a small Number of Merchants, very wealthy, 
and consequently not without Influence, having also a mutual Interest in upholding 
the Company^V Establishment there. By means of these Circumstances, peculiar 
to the Establishment itself, and with the Influence of this Chinese Hong, as it is 
called, together with the Permanence and Regularity of the Company’s Operations, 
they are enabled to carry on their large Affairs in general with great Success ; but 
if they were to be reduced all at once to be dependant on another Organ, and 
that a single Individual, I conceive it would essentially alter their Situation and 
lower their Credit and Importance with that Government ; and I do not think 
that the Establishment of a Consul, with any Power from his own Government, 
would enable him to do that with the Chinese Authorities which the Company’s 
Establishment can do, and has long done. The Chinese respect the Wealth and 
Property, the Ships and the Servants of the Company, and that Respect is intimately 
connected with their own Interest ; but 1 do not think they would at all equally 
respect an Individual, though having the Commission of the King of Great Bri- 
tain ; and I can conceive that it would be extremely difficult for an Officer, having 
the King’s Commission, not to compromise the Interests of his Sovereign and his 
Country with that People, because the Servants of a commercial Body can bear 
many 'I'hings which a King’s Officer could not, with due Regard to the Honour 
of his Sovereign, submit to ; and the System of employing ai Consul there, as 
far as 1 can judge, would be extremely likely to fail altogether, even if there 
were no Company at all in question. 

Do you think that the same Difficulties would arise on the Supposition of the 
Power of a Consul being given to the Chief of the Select Committee ? 

Certainly not the same^'Jifficulties ; it would be a much easier Mode of intro- 
ducing the King’s Power there, and much more effectual, in my Apprehension, in 
controlling British Subjects ; but I should fear that it would only increase the Indis- 
position of the free I'raders to the Company’s System, because then more Power 
would be lodged in the Officer conducting that System. 

Before concluding this Subject I would beg to observe, generally, that there is 
at this Time a very large Trade carried on by British Subjects resident in India with 
^hina, and that no Particle of the Manufactures of this Country is prevented from 
entering by that ('ourse into Cfiina unless it be Woollens, for the Introduction of 
which into China there is no Temptation, because theCpmpany, from public spirited 
Motives, have long carried on a large 'I’rade in that Article from England to Canton 
at an annual Loss to themselves ; that is to .say, they could carry Bullion to Canton 
on better 'Penns, copimercially speaking, than they carry Woollens, but from a De- 
sire to promote the Manufactures of this Country, they submit to a certain Loss 
upon the Article of Woollens, taking Teas in Barter for them, and being indemni- 
fie4 iri^the Result by the exclusive Privilege of selling Tea in this Country ; in like 
manner every Article produced in China may be exported by the British Inilian 
Traders, and find its Way to Europe, the Article of Tea only excepted. 

Are you aware that British Woollens and other manufactured Goods, to a con- 
siderable Amount, are imported into China through the Russian Dominions ? 

I conceive that 'IVade, which has long cjfisted, mqst be comparatively small ; it is 
carried on by Caravans from tlic Russian Dominioqsto those of China, a very Jong 
overland Journey at a great Expence. I believe it formerly suffered a considerable 
Reduction from the Point at which it once stood ; and I have not heard that of late 
this Trade has become more flourishing. Apy acquaintance, however, which 1 
have with the Subject is from reading, and relates to former Periods of the Trade, 
not happening to be informed of the recent State of it. But as it is a 'Prade of 
Barter, or of the Exchange of Commodities, and carried on through the wide 
Regions qf the Higher Asia, for the Supply chiefly of People remote from any 

• . Water 
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Water Conveyance, it may be inferred that it will be limited in its Extent, and 
not likely to be superseded by any Operations of Maritime Commerce ? 

Do you mean to state that the Export of British Manufactures in particular, 
througn the Channel which has been referred to, has diminished of late Years ? 

I meant to speak generally of the Extent of the Trade carried on in that Way. 
I am not particularly informed of the Quantity of British Manufactures which 
may have gone through that Channel ; but I should apprehend they can reach 
no further than the North of China, because it is known that the Company’s 
Woollens are diflFused through almost the whole of that Empire, and go there 
unopened, upon the Credit of the Company’s Mark ; which, I may observe, would 
not be likely ever to happen in the Case of individual Traders ; whence it is, 
I suppose, that of late we have heard of Fabrications of the Company's Mark upon 
some Woollens surreptitiously sent from this Country to Canton. 

Can you deliver in a Statement of the Export of British Manufactures and 
Produce, by the East India Company to Canton, together with the Profit or Loss 
incurred thereby ? 

i can. 


The Witness delivers in the same, which is read : 

Paper annexed at the End of this Day’s Evidence, p. 151.3 

To what do you attribute the Loss which, it appears from the Statement you 
have delivered in, accrues from the Trade in Woollens carried on by the East India 
Company to Canton ? 

We cannot get the Chinese to raise the Price of the Woollens sufficiently beyond 
what they stood at at a remote Period, when Woollens were, from many Causes, 
much cheaper in this Country than they are now. 'Riey are a People so much 
of Habit, that notwithstanding all the Reasons we have assigned for raising the 
Price of Woollens, in consequence of the Increase of Prices in Europe, they will 
not submit to have them properly advanced upon any Grounds of that Sort. Hav- 
ing been accustomed, at a remote Period, to get them cheaper, they insist upon 
keeping them pretty much to that Standard even now. 

The Committee are to understand there is not a sufficient Demand for Woollens 
in China to create the Increase of Price which almost must take place where there 
is a large Demand, and where the Market is not clogged i 

We certainly cannot find that Ithere is that Demand or the Inclination to ex- 
tend the Use of those Articles, though they are the best that this Country can 
furnish for such a Climate as China. Having mentioned this Circumstance, I 
beg to state it as my Opinion, that it appears extremely problematical whether, 
with the freest Admission of British Subjects into that Country, the Trade in 
British Manufactures could be greatly extended, if indeed it could be extended at 
all, unless upon a considerable Fall of Prices in this Country. ^ , 

Do you attribute no Part of the Loss to the necessarily superior Expence at 
dfhich the Company carry on their Trade, on account of the Size of their Ships, 
and other Circumstances, which must render their's a more expensive Trade than 
that of private Individuals ? 

No ; because with regard to the Ships, we charge very little of the Freight on 
the outward Cargo. It is the' homeward Cargo that bears the main Body of the 
Freight ; and with respect to the Charge of the Company’s China Establishment 
of Servants, I apprehend it is at a cheaper Rate than private Traders could pos- 
sibly manage their Business at, as, from the great Magnitude of the Company’s 
Concerns, a small Commission upon them is efficient to pay their Esta- 
blishment. 

It is therefore your Opinion, that a Trade in Woollens to the Port of Canton, 

carried 
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carried on undet every possible Facility, would in all Probability, . be a losibe 
Trade? ^ & 

I confess I think so, unless some Change should happen in the Chinese Go- 
vernment or Manners, which we are not at Liberty to assume at present, or a great 
Fall of Prices at home. 

Will you state in what Way the Invoice Value is estimated in the Account you 
have delivered in ? 

Until the passing of the last Charter, in 1813, the usual Practice was, in forming 
the Invoices, to add a Sum of Ten per Cent, to the Prime Cost from the Manu- 
facturer, which Sum of I’en per Cent, was supposed to cover the Charges of In- 
terest, Insurance, and Freight, the chief of the Freight for the Voyage being 
charged on the homeward Cargos and the Company being their own Insurers, a 
Half per Cent, was added besides^ to cover the Shipping Charges.* Since the 
passing of the last Charter, the Mode has been different. The Practice now is to 
add Interest of Money, Insurance and Freight, at Eight Pounds per Ton, on all 
measurable Goods, Woollens, &c. and Four Pounds on all Goods calculated at 
Twenty Hunt^red Weight to the Ton, except Iron, Tin, and Lead, which pay Two 
Pounds per Ton, being considered as Ballast. I understand the Column of this 
Account, which states the Invoice Value of the Goods sent out, to comprehend 
every Charge upon them, and the Head of Profit or Loss to give the Result 
of the Adventure in China, after deducting the Charges which attach there. 

How do you account for the great Loss which you have stated in the Com- 
pany’s exporting Cloth to China from England, and for the Circumstance of 
the Americans exporting Cloth to China with a Profit ? 

1 believe the Americans export but very little Cloth, and that the Profit uporl 
it, if any, is very small. I would say further, not wishing to impugn the American 
Mode of carrying on their Trade, that there is such a Thing as evading the 
Chinese Duties, in which the Company cannot engage. I do not mean to impute 
that to the Americans ; but I know in the private Trade in the Company’s Ships 
it has been done, and the Cloth got into the Chinese Market without the Payment 
of Chinese Duties. With respect to the American Trade in Woollens into Canton, 
it appears by an Account which has been presented to the House of Lords of their 
Imports into that Port, from the Tear 1804-5 ^o.the Year 1818-19, there are no 
Woollens, except 10,856 Pieces of Camlets, and an Article called Bombazets, to 
the Amount of 20,400 Dollars, in the Year 1817-18. 

Will you state whether, in your Opinion, any Prejudice would apply to the 
Company’s Interests, commercial or political, from Vessels of a smaller Burthen 
than that to which the free Trade is now confined by Law, being permitted to 
trade with India ? 

That Restriction was not imposed on any commercial Account at the last 
Renewal of the Charter, but from an Apprehension that if Vessels of a smallet 
Size than 350 Tons were permitted to range the Indian Seas, and partit ularly the 
Eastern Archipelago, where there was then hardly any regular Government, and 
great Multitudes of People of the different Islands very ill protected, there might 
be mutual Injuries between the Adventurers in those small Vessels and the 
Natives j it having been supposed that the Success of the Trade, when so many new 
Adventurers would rush into it, could not possibly answer the Expence of their 
Equipments, and that some might seek to indemnify themselves by injurious 
Acts towards the Natives, especially in the’ Eastern’ Archipelago, where they 
trould be amenable to no local British Authority. This was the Reason why 
the Ships to be employed in the free Trade were limited to the Size of 350 Tons 
as the Minimum, it being supposed such Ships could only be fitted out with 
Cargoes by Persons of some Capital and Credit. At present, with respect to the 
Eastern Islands, and likewise to the Indian Seas, 1 have for my own Part, not all 
the Apprehension that I had in the Year 1813, of admitting Ships under 350 
Tons. This has already been partially done as to Ships fitted out from Malta or 
( 42 .) « S s ' Gibraltar ■ 
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c. Grant, Esq. Gibraltar ; but on the other Hand I expect no great Advantage from ir, believing 

that the Business cap be better carried on in general by Ships of 350 Tons and 

upwards, than by smaller Ships ; and it having been the Practice of all European 
Nations trading to India, to rise from small Ships to larger, when they found thtrir 
Means would afford it. 

Are there not a great many Ports and Rivers, as well on the Continent as in 
the Indian Archipelago, which cannot conveniently be entered by large Ships ? 

I doubt not there are such Ports ; but from their very Nature they cannot be 
Places of much Trade. Trade makes its own Channels where it finds the greatest 
Conveniences ; there it establishes itself j where Capital and Traders are esta> 
blished, there Strangers may be expected generally to go, and to fare the best } 
it would be very little Advantage, I apprehend, to a Ship to be allowed to go into 
one of th^ small obscure Ports, either, in India or in the Eastern Archipelago, 
because there but little Trade and comparatively few People could be found. It 
would seem that Ships acting thus would waste their Time to little Purpose. 

You do not, however, feel any material Objection now to exist to the free 
Admission of Vessels of smaller Burthen into the Trade referred 10, other than 
what may arise in the Opinion of the Undertakers ? 

My Opinion certainly is, that the Trade is already overstocked ; and that if 
there are more Vessels go into it, which probably may be from admitting those ol 
a smaller Size, that will only make the Evils of overtrading greater than they 
are now. 

Do you conceive then that that Trade will continue to be carried on to an 
increased Extent, at a Lofs to the Uncjertakers ? 

Certainly not permanently ; but I conceive, that at present there arc a great 
Number of Ships in this Country left without Employment, in consequence of 
the Peace, which the Owners would rather employ, even if they can save the 
Freight, getting nothing by the Articles of Trade, than let them lie by the Walls ; 
and that when the Question comes to be about the renewing of those Ships after 
they are worn out by other Ships, the Indian Trade, however free, will not support 
the same Number of Ships as are*now engaged in it, nor be carried on at the 
same reduced Rate of Freight. . 

Would any Inconvenience arise to the Company from Vessels being permitted 
to trade along the Coast with other Ports than the Four principal Ports to which 
they are now confined, with the Exception- of particular Cases, for which a 
Licence is necessary ? 

1 am not aware that when Licences are applied for, comprehending specifically 
Other Places besides the principal Ports, they are ever refused ; but with respect 
to the Advantage of such a Trade, I should conceive, for the Reason I have 
already given, that it can be very small. If Ships go to the great Marts of 
Commerce, where there is Capital and Trade, Merchants, and a considerably 
Population, I conceive their best Objects arc secured, and that going to small 
Ports, where there is little Capital and few Merchants, little Business can be 
expected. 

If such Licences are never refused, is it essential to the Company to retain the 
Power of prohibiting the Trade unless such Licences are granted ? 

That Power was given for a political Object, to prevent the Influx of Europeans 
into obscure Ports, where there wjts no ju^cial Authority to control the Irregula* 
rities of which they might be guilty, nor to prevent their even going into the 
Interior of the Country. That Reason for the Licences, I apprehend, still 
remains. 

Is there any great Expence in obtaining those Licences ? 

There is but a trifling Expence, and, as far as I know, no Delay. 

_Will you state to the Committee what has been the Progress of the Trade 
'*»ith the Islands of the Eastern Archipelago, whether carried on by British 

or 
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or Country Vessels, and whether in your Opinion it is capable of any further c. Grant, E^q. 
Extension? 

I beg leave to say, that the Company as a commercial Body have no particular 
Interest in this Question, their own I'rade to the Eastern Islands being very 
limited ; but with respect to the national Interests which may be concerned in that 
Trade, I conceive that it may be made of Importance under due Regulations and 
Encouragements. My Meaning is, that whereas at present the Islands exceedingly 
numet’ous ecAttereS over the Eastern Seas, are almost all very ill governed, and 
that whole Region in a State nearly of Anarchy ; if there was any commanding 
Station in the Eastern Archipelago, under the Government of such a Power as the 
British, which, acting upon the Principles of Justice and of Liberality, might afford 
an Asylum and a general Resort for many of the trading Part of that numerous 
Population, and be the Means of repressing Disorder and Piracy, which now so 
much prevail, and of encouraging a legitimate Trade, the general Interests of 
Commerce and of Humanity in that Region would be promoted. Of this we 
have had some Example in the small Island of Penang, or Prince of Wales’s 
Island, which, since we possessed it, has become a considerable Resort of Natives, 
who have settled there, and are under the Protection of the Company, carrying on 
Trade and Cultivation ; but that is too far remote from the Centre of the Eastern 
Archipelago to answer the Idea I have taken the Liberty to throw out. There is 
wanting a commanding Station further within the Archipelago -, I think such a 
Station has lately been acquired by Sir Stamford Raffles at Sincapore ; and if 
the Government of this Country should feel no Obstacles to the Establishment 
of a British Settlement there, I apprehend it would contribute greatly to the 
Objects 1 have mentioned ; my Meaning certainly is, tiiat such a Settlement 
should be connected with our present System of Administration in Continental 
India, and therefore under the Government of the Company, but with no further 
Advantage to them than might suffice for the Maintenance of their Establish- 
ment. 

I should, at the same Time, take this Opportunity of observing, that there is a 
great Trade carried on with those Eastern Islands, even as they are circumstanced, 
by British Residents in India. Thinking it possible the Committee might be pleased 
to make some Enquiry on this Point, I have brought here a Book of Record from 
the India House, merely to lay it before the Committee, in order to illustrate fur- 
ther the Nature and Extent of that Trade. The Company have an Officer at each 
of the principal Settlements in India, whose Business it is to report annually the 
commercial Imports and Exports of that Settlement. This Book is the Report 
for Bengal for One Year, 1817-18, and exhibits at length the Species of Goods 
exported from that Country to the Eastern Islands, the Value of them, and the 
Number of Ships employed, as well as the Imports from thence in Return. I 
produce this Book with another View ; — to satisfy the Committee that there is 
now a very large Trade carried on by British Subjects, as well to the Westward 
as the Eastward in the Indian Seas ; and my Opinion certainly is, that Bridsh 
Merchants resident in India have greater Advantages for the carrying on that 
Trade than the Merchants of Great Britain can have ; because they are much 
nearer in point of Distance ; they inhabit another Division of the same Region of 
A’sia ; they know perfectly the Wants of the Asiatic People, and can better 
dispose of such Returns as those People bave to make ; and therefore whatever 
Improvements may be made in the Trade to the Eastern Archipelago, will be 
better qiade by the British Residents in India than by the British Residents in 
Great Britain. 

The Book is produced, which is inspected by their Lordships. 

Docs the Establishment at Sincapore, to which you have alluded, offer the 
best Station we could occupy for British Commerce ? 

It is, I apprehend, the best now within our Command ; but, if, by Negotiation 

with 
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\nth the Gorernment of the Netherlands, a Station still more advanced in the 
Archipelago, and now in the Possession of that Government, could be obtamed, 
I should conceive such a Station would be still better. 

The Witness is directed to withdraw. 

Ordered, That diis Committee be adjourned to Saturday next. Twelve 
o’clock. 
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distinguishing Invoice Value in China in Tales, in each Yeai', of each Article, and the 
U as the Total Annual Profit or Loss thereon. 


SUNDRY METALS. 


TOTAL 

MISCELLANEOUS ARTICLES. Annual Value 

of British 

■ ... — - . Produce and Net Annual 

Manufactures 

Profit. Loss. 

Value*. China. 


2,19*1,679 I Profit 14,24( 


8 12,494,285 Loss ,312,0H 


2,113,312 ~ 196,01- 


2,196,464 1 — 168,15 
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Die Sabbatiy 8° Julii 1820. 


The MARQUESS of LANSDOWNE in the Chy. 


DANIEL BEALE Esquire is called in, and examined as follows : 

You have been in the Service of the East India Company? 

My first Voyage to China was in the Year 1777, in the East India Company’s 
Service. I made Four Voyages in the Company’s Service. I afterwards established 
myself as a Resident at Canton in the Year 1787. 

In the Company’s Service ? 

No, as Consul to His Prussian Majesty. 

Are you now in the Service of the East India Company, or engaged in Trade ? 

I left China in the Year 1798, and since then have been out of Business, ex- 
cepting occasionally employed by some of ray Friends resident in China, as a gra- 
tuitous Agent. 

During the Period that you were resident at Canton did the Trade of th*e 
United States of America make any Considerable Progress ? 

In the Year 1787, I believe not above Three or Four Americans had visited 
China. In 1788 I recollect the Arrival of the American Ship Alliance, formerly a 
Frigate, but then fitted as a Merchant Ship, belonging to .Willing Morris of Phila- 
delphia. I mention these Names merely as Names of some Note, with respect to 
the Ship and with respect to the. Owners, and also frotn the Circumstance of the 
peculiar Manner in which she effected her Voyage. I understand she was not fur- 
nished with any Charts on board, but made her Voyage to China solely with the 
Assistance of a general Chart of the W orld ; she passed to the Southward and 
Eastward of New Holland, and never let go an Anchor from the Time she left 
Philadelphia till the Time of her Arrival in China. With respect to the American 
Trade to China, I attribute the extensive Trade of the Americans to China greatly 
to the neutral Character which America possessed during the Twenty Years War ; 
and when all the Advantages attending this Character are duly appreciated, there 
does not appear to my Mind anything extraordinary in their present Situation j but 
in speaking of that Trade, I draw a great Distinction between the Trade carried 
on immediately between China and America, and that carried on by the Ameri- 
cans to Foreign Ports. The Trade from China to America I consider as exclu- 
sive, from the Extra Duties on Importations in Foreign Bottoms. For their own 
’ Consumption, they import from China, Teas of all kinds. Nankeens, Silks of vari- 
ous kinds in Pieces, Silk Handkerchiefs, Sewing Silk, Chinese Drugs, and Porce- 
lain. For all the above Articles, excepting Teas, Dollars are paid ; no Credit is 
given by the Chinese, or rarely so ; and when it is considered that America does 
not manufacture any Silk Goods, the Sum invested in the Articles I have enumer- 
ated naturally shews that the Cargoes exported from China to America must be 
very valuable, when the present Population of America is taken into con- 
sideration. Perhaps I may be allowed to state some Memoranda respecting the 
American Population } in 1790,' the Population was estimated at 3,921,326; 
m>) U u in 
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in 1800, at 5,319,762; in 1810,217,239,903; and 1 now eatimate it at Ten 
Millions, for it is supposed to double in Two and Twenty Years, and 
what I have stated goes up only to 1810. The Value of the Exports 
immediately from Chma to America I have no means of estimating. Re* 
specting their Foreign Trade it is to be observed, that one of the Effects of 
the late War, was to exclude the Putch Flag from thePort of Canton. The Dutch 
Trade to China was exclusively in the Hands of the Dutch East India Company. 
In addition to some Articles from Europe, they supplied China with Spices, Tin, 
Pepper, &c. &c. 3 ^ tdl their, S(ups invariably stto^d ,at Batavia in their Passage 
to China. Excluided froln the Supply or M>l 1 iamd with Teas was princi* 

pally from America. When the Americans were at War with this . Country, 
Shipments of Teas were made frcfm Lisbon, and I believe also from England, to 
Holland. Imports of Teas into Holland previously to 1817 were made under 
Licences from ^e Dutch East India Company ; on Arrival in Holland, they were 
deposited in the Company’s Warehouses, and sold under the Company’s Direc- 
tions, twice in the Year, in Quantities of about Twenty thousand Quarter Chests 
each Sale. This Practice continued until the Year 1818, when Cargoes after 
landing were warehoused, and sold by the Importers. I am enabled to state, from 
the actual Sale of Teas at Amsterdam, under the Circumstances first described, 
the Prices which they produced. A Consignment from Lisbon sold, in November 
1815, at Amsterdam, 01250 Chests of Hyson Tea, at from Sixty-two to Seventy- 
one Stivers per Pouiid, the Stiver being a Fraction more than a Penny. Twenty- 
nine Chests of Gunpowder, at from Seventy-one to Ninety-one Stivers. An 
Importation from Macao sold at Amsterdam, also in November 1815, consisting 
of 829 Chests of Hyson, at from Sixty-five to Seventy-five, and a few Chests from 
Eighty-three to Eighty-five. 62 2 Chests of Hyson Skin (an inferior Sort of Hyson), 
from 38 to 50 Stivers. 738 Chests of Young Hyson, from 50 to 63 and 72 
Stivers. 255 Chests of Gunpowder, from 67 to 90 and to 108. A Consignment 
fifOtn Lisbon, made in i8i6, and sold in May 1817, at Amsterdam, consisting of 
66 Chests of Souchong, from 23 to 24j*Stivers. Fifty Chests of Hyson Skin, 
from 28 to 32^. 186 Chests of Hyson, from 74 to 8oi 141 Chests of Young 

Hyson, from 68 to 73. 144 Chests of,Gm»powder, from 69 to 80^ Stivers. I 

beg leave also to state, that this Consignment from Lisbon, though it arrived at 
Amsterdam early in i8i6, was not. brought forward for Sale till the Month of 
May , 1817 this Tea was imported from Lisbon under a Licence from the 
Dutch East India Company, such as I have had the Honour to describe before. 
I believe that with the Year 1817 terminated the Practice of limited Sales under 
the Direction of the Dutch East India Company ; the Tea Trade in 1818 was no 
longer under their Controul ; Cargoes, as they arrived in Holland, were ware- 
housed and sold by the Importers or their Agents. I am enabled to state the 
Particulars :md Results of a Shipment of Teas from China to Holland under the 
following Circumstances; In the Month of October 1818, after the English 
Supercargoes had engaged the Cargoes of their Ships then in Port, one of the 
Hong Merchants was left in Possession of 2,392 Chests of Congo Tea, 600 
Boxes of Souchong Tea, and 140 Chests of Hyson Tea ; Freight was engaged 
fpr those Teas on an American, at the Rate of 74^ Dollars per American Ton ; 
the Ship sauled from China at the End of November 1818, and the Teas Were 
sold at Rotterdam in August 1819 ; the Papers I deliver exhibit the Result of 
the Operation. Copies of the Account Sales are here also. 

The Witness delivers id the same, which are read, and are as follow : 
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« AtiCbUNT of the Cost at Canton of Chests Congo Teas. 

140' Chests Hyson Teas. 
600 Boxes Souchong Tea. 


Peenik 

iM t. d. 

^ 9 . <L 

Congo Tens, 239!^ W*. 1565.62 Cuttytu at 20 Tales per 



Peeul 



Tales 31,324.4 at 72 Cunds. peir Dollar 

* 


lious. 43,489. 50s. at 5s. each 

10,872 7 6 


Insurance at Cannon, 5 per cent. Dolls. 2284 at 5s. each 

571 0 0 




11,443 7 6 

Hyson Tea, 140 Chests, W*. 70.19 Cuttys. at 50 Tales per Pecul. 



Tales 3,509.5 at 7^2 Cunds, per Dollar 



Dolls. 4,874.J at 58. each 

1,218 U 3 


Insurance at Canton, Dolls. 260 at 5s. each 

65 0 0 




1,283 11 3 

Souchong Tea, 600 Boxes, W'. 153 Peculs, at 1 7 Tales per Pecul. 



Tales 2601 at 72 Cunds. per Dollar 



• Dolls. 36121 at 5s. each - - - 

903 2 6 


Insurance at Canton, Dolls. 205 at 5s. each 

53 15 0 




956 17 6 



13,683 16 3 

Nett Proceeds of^*the foregoing Quantity of Teas, sold at 



• Rotterdam, August 1819, viz. (as per Sales.) 



Congo Teas, 2392 Chests, paid 35,312 produce Sterling 

3,032 4 0 

• 

Hyson Teas, 140 - 14,466.16 - ditto 

1,233 17 7 


Souchong Teas, 600 Boxes - 2,705.19 - ditto 

240 15 0 




1 4,506 16 7 

Loss 

9,176 19 8 


“ The Freight on the above Teas amounted to Dolls. 24,5534* at 5 J‘* each, 
^€6138 ys. 6 rf, being for Tons ^9,050 at 744 Dolls, per Ton (jfi8 13X. 41 /.) 
The Americans estimate their Tonnage at 40 Cubic Feet per Ton. 

The East India Company estimate 10 Cwt. Black Tea, or 

• 8 Cwt. Green Tea, per Ton. 

And the above Teas actually paid at the Rate of ^28 lor. lod. per Ton, as they 
would have occupied only Tons 2 15,041, according to the Company's Estimate." 


(COPY.) 

« ACCOUNT Sale of 600 Boxes of Souchong Tea received from Canton 
on Account of Hong Merchant. 


Mark. 

Date. 

Boxes. 

Wt Gross. 

Tare. 

Wt Nett. 

Price. 

Gross Proceeds. 


H 

Aug. 15. 
1819 

566 

18 

15 

I 

lbs. 

23,011 

700 

558 

40 

lbs. 

6,974 

234 

180 

13 

.. 

lbs. 

16,037 

466 

378 

27. 

17 

16 

14 

13,631 9 0 

372 16 0 
264 12* 0 

6 2 0 



i 




16,908 


14,274 19 0 



I 




Discount 

per Ct. 

142 15 0 

14,132 4 0 


Daniel Beale, 
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Brought forward 


14»1S2 4 0 


CHARGES. 


Freight 4^551 10<. 0^., Share lighterage* and Harbour 
Dues - - - - . 

Duty Inward, Weigh Duty* Cocket* and Permits* landing* 
housing, repairing, sampling* taring. Cooperage, preparing 
for Sale, and delivering - - v 

Charges of public Sale, AdvertisementB* printing Notes, 

Half Brokerage . - - - - 

Warehouse Rent and Entrepot Dues 
Fire Insurance - 

InterestonDuty 54 Months at 5 percent. 81 5 0 
Freight, - - - 67 10 0 


Commission and del Credere, 3 per Cent. 

Nett Proceeds, due 15th Dec. 1819 

Rotterdam, 12th Novem. 1819. 

Errors excepted.*’ 


6,483 0 0 

265^0 0 

30®0 0 

142 15 0 

173 12 0 

43 4 0 
* 

148 15 0 

11,002 6 0 
423 19 0 


11,426 5 0 
2,705 19 0 


(COPY.) 

“ ACCOUNT Sales of 2392 Chests Tea received from Canton on 
Account of Hong Merchant. • 


Date. 

Chests. 

Wt Gross. 

Tare. 

W‘ Nett. 



lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

15 th Aug. 

2,160 

207.607 

49,200 

158,407 

1819. 

31 

2,832 

70.5 

2,127 


79 

7,436 

1,761 

5,675 


53 

5,069 

1,182 

3,887 


31 

2,969 

705 

2,264 


8 

765 

184 

581 


7 

671 

. 161 

510 


23 

1,962 

529 

1,433 


2,392 

l 

229,311 

♦ 

54,427 

« 

174,884 

Disc' 1 pc 



134,645 19 0 
1,488 18 0 
3,688 15 0 
1,943 10 0 
1,245 4 0 
342 12 0 
293 5 0 
?22 19 0 


CHARGES. 

Freight, £5^195. 12#. Share of lighterage, and Har- 
bour Dues - - ' - . - 

Duty inwards. Weigh Duty, Permits, and Cockets - 
Landing, housing, repairing, sampling, taring, cooper- 
age, preparing for sale, and delivering 
Charges of public Sale, Advertisements, printing 
Notes, Sic. &c. - - - . 

Half Brokerage . - . 

Warehouse Rent and Entrepot Charges 
Fire Insurance and Policies ... 

Interest on Duty 5^Months at 5 perCent. 751 5 0 

Freight, 2^ ... 633 15 0 


143,976 

12 

0 

1,439 

15 

0 

60,826 

0 

0 

34,743 

10 

0 

2,732 

10 

0 

270 

0 

0 

1,439 

15 

0 

1,287 

12 

0 

264 

10 

0 

1,384 

18 

0 

102,948 

15 

0 

4,276 

2 

0 


142,536 17 0 


Rotterdam, 12th Nov. 1819. 
Errors excepted.** 


I 107,224 17 0 

Nett proceed due 15th December 1819 


35*312 
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■“ ACCOUNT Sale* of 140 Quarter Chests Hyson Tea received from Daniel Beak. £»•</. 
Canton, on account of Hong Merchant. — 


Mark. 

Dite. 

■ 

W* Gross. 

_ 

Tire. 

W*Nett. 

Prices. 

Gross Proceeds. 




lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

St. 



(C) 

1810 

56 

4,199 

1,064 

3,135 

501 

7,915 18 

0 


July i3th. 

43 

3.229 

817 

2,403 

50| 

6,037 11 

0 

N°l. 


24 

1,809 

456 

1,353 

50 

3,382 10 

D 

a 


8 

598 

152 

446 

49f 

1,098 6 

0 

140 


0 

657 

172 

486 

44| 

1,087 9 

0 



140 

10,483 

2,660 

7,823 


19,521 14 

0 






Disc. 1 f 

»er Ct. 

195 4 

0 



CHARGES. 





1 Freight, £237^i0s, 3d. Share of Lighterage, Harbour Dues, 



[ &c. &c. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2,786 11 

0 

1 Duty on 8 Boxes Weigh Duty on 140 Cockets, 8lc. 

- 

233 6 

0 

I Landing, luMising, repairing, sampling, cooperage, preparing 



1 tV)r ])ubhc Sales, and delivering 

- 

- 

- 

122 10 

0 

1 Charges of iniblic Sale, Advertisenients, printing Notes, Lot 



1 Money, and extra Brokerage 

- 

- 

- 

134 0 

0 

Brokerage 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

195 4 . 

0 

Warehouse’ Rent, 

and Entrepot Charges 

- 


115 10 

0 

I Registration, 3J per Cent. 

- 

- 

- 

634 0 

0 

1 Fire Insurance 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

41 10 

0 

1 Interest on Duty (> Montlis, at 5 per (’ent. 

- 5 

16 .0 



j Freight 


- 

- 

- 11 

11 0 








~ 


17 7 

0 








4,279 18 

0 

Commission and del Credere, 3 per 

Cent. 

• 


579 16 

0 


Nett Proceeds, due Nov. 5, 1819. 


Rotterdam, 12th Nov. 1819. 

Errors excepted.” 


19,326 10 0 


4,8.59 14 0 


14,466 16 0 


The Witness further says, the Quantity of Teas now in Holland are estimated 
from ii8 to 130,000 Quarter Chests, enough for Four Years Consumption. or 
thereabouts. The Americans are now in Possession of the Supply of Teas to 
Holland, under Circumstances that admit of Explanation. At the general Peace 
in Europe, Holland did not possess either Ships, Colonies, or Commerce ; but 
some Equipments were made from thence to China in 1815 and 1816. They 
were not fortunate; One Ship proved leaky, put into the Isle of France to repair, 
and lost her Season to China ; another was burnt by Accident in the China Seas ; 
those which arrived safely at China were short of Funds, obtained Money at the 
high Exchange of 6s. per Dollar, and paid also liigh Prices for their Teas. Thus 
these Voyages were not sufficiently profitable to encourage a Continuance ; for a 
Rival was found in the Chinese Merchant Howgua, who freighted American 
Ships with Teas from China to Holland on his own Account ; his Consignments 
were extensive, and until the last Two Years, his Profits large. I have heard his 
.later Speculations have lost to him 700,000 Dollars, which the Sales of the Specu* 
latioA I have related, tends to confirm. There is an extra Duty charged by the 
Americans upon Teas imported into America in Foreign Vessels. In 1815 the 
following was the Statement : Bohea Teas in American Vessels paid a Duty of 
24 Cents per lb.; the same in Foreign Vessels, 36 Centsand 12 Parts; Souchong 
and other Black Teas in American Vessels, 36 Cents ; in Foreign Vessds, 56 
and 7 Parts ; Hyson, Imperial, Gunpowder, or Gomee, (a superior Kind of 
( 42 .) X X Green 
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# 

DatUel Beale, Esq. Greet! Tea) in American Vessels, 64 Cents ; in FoAign Veslels, j other 

— Green Teas, 40 Gents in American Vessels, 63 in Foreign Vessels. Tne Ame* 

ricans likewise make a Distinction, or did make a Distinction at that Time, for 1 
am not capable of saying whether the same Distinction still continues, though I 
presume it does. Supposing Teas imported into America from Europe in Ame- 
rican Vessels, the Duty would be 28 Cents for Bohea ; in Foreign Vessels, 36 — la j 
Souchong and other Black Teas, 42 Cents in American Vessels, 56 — 7 in 
Foreign Vessels ; Hyson, Imperial Gunpowder, or Gomee, 80 Cents in Ameri- 
can Vessels, 105 in Foreign Vessels ; other Green Teas, 48 Cents in American 
Vessels, and 63 Cents in Foreign Vessels. • The Americans have provided a Duty 
in case of Importations from other Places than from China and Europe ; Bohea 
Teas in American Vessels, 34 Cents per lb. ; in Foreign Vessels, 39—^27 ; Sou- 
chong and other Black Teas, 54 Cents per lb. ; in American Vessels, 62 — 37 in 
Foreign Vessels ; Hyson, Imperial Gunpowder, or Gomee, 100 Cents in Ame- 
rican Vessels, 1 1 5 — 5 in Foreign Vessels ; other Green Teas, 60 Cents in Ame- 
rican Vessels, 69 — 5 in Foreign Vessels. 

You have stated the American Ton as different from that of other Shipping 
employed in the China Trade, will you explain in what you aj^rehend that 
Difference to consist ? 

The Americans estimate their Tonnage by the Measurement of every individual 
Package put on board their Ships, at the Rate of 40 Cubic Feet per Ton. Thus 
the Freight of 74 Dollars and i — 3d. per Ton paid for the Congo and Hyson 
Teas sold at Amsterdam in 1819, actually amounted to 10s. lod. per Ton, 

estimated at the Rate per Ton at which the East India Company calculate their 
Tonnage. The East India Company calculate their 'Tonnage at the Rate of 10 
Cwt. of Black Teas per Ton, or 8 Cwt. of Green Teas per Ton. 

Are you of Opinion, from your Experience of the Trade with Canton, that 
any Inconvenience would arise from British Free Traders being admitted to the 
Port of Canton, upon the same Footing with the Americans? 

That Question branches into more Parts than one. If I am asked whether I 
conceive any immediate bad Consequences would arise, in consequence of the 
Introduction to China of so many more Europeans, or so many more Englishmen, 

I -should certainly say, that if the Ships were put under the same Regulations 
as now exist, that is, if they were put under the Direction and Controul of the 
English Supercargoes resident at Canton, subject to their Orders, in the same 
Manner as the Company’s Ships and the Country Ships, I do not conceive any 
very great Inconvenience would arise. 

Do" you think any Inconvenience would arise ? 

Some Inconvenience might arise, for at present the English Seamen, I believe, 
are not allowed to come upon Eiberty^ that is, upon Leave of Absence, from their 
Ships to Canton. I have, during my Residence in China, known great Enormities 
committed by English Sailors at Canton. 

Do you mean Enormities against the Chinese, or their Government ? 

Quarrels arising from the Seamen getting drunk. 

Quarrels with whom ? 

With the Chinese. 

Did not those Quarrels arise totally between Seamen in the Company’s Service 
and the Chinese ? , • _ 

They were Seamen belonging to the East India Company’s Ships. At that 
Time it was the Practice for diem to come up in Gangs of 20, 30, or 40, 
and to reedve Two Months Pay, and to spend it in the Manner most agree- 
able to themselves. 

Do you remember any Instances of Quarrels between the American Seamen 
and the Chinese, during the Period you have rei^red to ? 

• No, none. 


Are 
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Are you aware of any Circumstance gf Difference in the Character of the Daniel Beale, Etq. 

American and British Seamen, that would make it probable that under similar ’ 

Regulations greater Inconvenience would arise from British Seamen being 
admitted into the Port of Canton, than from American Seamen being admitted ? 

In answer to that Question, I should speak from Hearsay, and I understand 
that the American Seamen are in many Instances interested in the Ship, looking 
forward to Promotion eventually, as Officers in the same Ship ; to that I attribute 
the Difference of Character. 

Are the American Seamen allowed to go to Canton freely ? 

They were at the Time I was resident at Canton. 

Supposing the American Seamen were precluded from going to Canton, and 
permitted to go only in Gangs of 40, receiving their Pay, do you think they 
would not exhibit a Character and Conduct pretty much like the English Seamen 
under similar Circumstances ? 

* In my own Opinion, I should think there is a greater Sobriety of Character 
in the American Seamen than there is in the English Seamen under the Cir- 
cumstances I have stated. 

• 

Referring t » your former Answer, that the Inconvenience which might be 
apprehended from the Admission of British Sailors in free Ships into Canton, 
divided itself into more than one Branch, are there any other remoter Inconve- 
niences than those which you descrU ed in your Answer to that Question, which 
you would apprehend from such Admission ? 

I merely alluded to the Circumstance that the Persons to be introdueijd were 
to be introduced as Traders ; then it is very well known that the more Ships the 
greater Competition. The first Appearance of an extraordinary Number of Ships 
occasions an Expectation in the Chinese of higher Prices for some of their 
Articles. 

You do not mean to say that ultimately the mere Circumstance of a greater 
Competition being introduced into the Trade, would be injurious to the Trade 
itself ? * 

I consider the Trade to China as now carried on by the East India Company, 
to be perfect in all its Parts ; by their resident Supercargoes they contract 
annually for their Teas, and by that Means are enabled to establish in a great 
Degree the Maximum of Price ; the Prices of Teas tor the last J'hree and Forty 
Years, to which I am now referring, in China, have, from the Circumstances 
before stated, very little advanced ; and most Foreigners visiting Canton, in 
contracting for Teas, contract that they shall be supplied at the Company’s 
Prices. 

Are you of Opinion, that the American Trade in Tea with the Port of Canton, 
could not be carried on to the same Advantage, if the Establishment of the British 
East India Company there did not exist ? 

I am certain that the Establishment of the British East India Company is a 
general Benefit to every Foreigner and to every Trader visiting Canton^ . 

Is there any Reason why the Establishment of the British East India Company 
should not afford the same Benefit to British Free Traders at the Port of Canton, 
supposing them to be admitted there, that according to yf)ur Apprehenflon it 
actually does to the American Traders ? 

1 am at a Loss to conceive for what Purpose any British Trader would go to 
the Port of Canton during the Existence of the Company’s Monopoly of Teas, 

[alluding to the close Monopoly which now exists in the exclusive Supply of this 
Country with Teas.) 

But assuming the Fact that they would find it for their Interest to frequent the 
Port of Canton, if permitted to do so, is there any Reason why they should not 
derive the same Benefit from that Protecrion ? 

None. 


Why 
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ITdNiet Beale, Biq. Why do you concave that whiles the Americans find it their fattaest to 

— trade with the Port of Canton, for the Purpose not only of supplynig the 

Consumption of the United States, but that of oriter Parts of the wort^ 
British Shipping would not, if permitted, find it their Interest to engage in the 
same Trade ? 

Portugal, HoHand, Denmark, Sweden, France, and Spain, being subtracted 
from the rest or Europe, what Tonnage could be advantageously employed in a 
Trade from Chma, I am at a Loss to know ; I have cmumerated those different 
Nations, because they have natural Connexions with China. 1 mean to say, that 
Portugal has an exclusive Trade to China from the Settlement at Macao, and 
none but Portuguese Slups are allowed to trade from Macao to Lisbon or the 
Brazils. Holland also had formerly an exclurive Trade to China. Denmark and 
Sweden also have an exclusive Trade to China. Spain now has, by the Existence 
of the Philippine Company, who trade from Canton to Manilla, and from Manilla 
to South America. 

Why do you conceive that, while the Americans find it their Interest to 
trade with the Port of Canton, for the Purpose not only of supplying the 
Consumption of the United States, but that of other Parts of the WoJld, British 
Shipping would not, if permitted, find it their Interest to engage in the same 
Trade ? ^ 

After subtracting from the rest of Europe the Countries 1 have enumerated, 
I am ignorant what Quantity of British Tonnage can be advantageously employed 
in the Trade to which 1 have referred. 

• 

Do not the Americans go from Canton to any of those Countries which you 
havie enumerated ? 

I have already stated that I conceive the Americans to be greatly in Possesuon 
of the carrying Trade to Holland. 

Have not the Americans traded between Canton and Hamburgh ? 

Yes, doubtless they have. 

Have not the Americans traded to Italy ? 

Not to my Knowledge. 

In your Answer you have stated that Spain, Portugal, and the Countries you 
have enumerated, have a natural Connexion with China, because they have Com- 
panies that conduct the Trade exclusively ? 

They formerly did so } but the Operation of the last War was to do away 
almost all the exclurive Companies. 

Do you think One Country could not have a natural Connexion with another 
in Trade, independently of the Establbhment of an exclusive Company ? 

Certainly I do not conceive an exclusive Company to be absolutely necessary 
to (otm a Connexion in Trade between one Country and another. 

Do you think it a natural Way for Two Countries to trade together ? 

Most certainly not ; it is the general Result of Experience. 

Do you conceive it to be the Result of Experience that established the 
Mondjkily of the East India Company in the Trade to India, and that it was 
a Want of regarding the due Effects of Experience that induced the Legislature 
to open it ? 

The Question is extremely difficult for me as an Individual to reply to ; but I 
do not think that any very great Benefit has arisen to those who have participated 
in the Trade to India since it was thrown open. 1 am fortified in this Opinion by 
extracting from a Monthly Publication a List of the licensed Ships that have for 
the last Six Years gone to India. I thmk, if an Account of Ae Profit an 4 .Loss 
, thdr Adventures were laid before Ae Public, Ae latter Speculations to India 
would not appear advantagwds. I obsore Aat in i8t8 Ae Number of S^ps 
licensed were 313, amounting to 147,748 Tons; Aat in 1820 the NunAer of 

Ships 
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Ships licensed was 158, amounting to 73,821 Tons, which is exactly One Half; Daniel Beale, Esq 
and a most singular Circumstance it is. ' 

Do you not know that since the Trade to India was opened, there have been 
much more British Manufactures and British Commodities exported to that 
Country than there ever were during the Existence of the exclusive Privilege ? 

I believe there have. 

Do you conceive that beneficial to the Manufacturer, and to the general In- 
dustry of this Country ? 

I conceive it has been beneficial to the Manufacturer, but the Merchant has in 
many Cases been ruined. 

Have you not known, of late Years, in many Cases Merchants ruined in every 
Line of Trade that is conducted in this Country with Benefit to the Manufac- 
turer ? 

Certainly, 

Have yoif Reason to think that a larger Proportion of those that have been 
engaged in this Trade have sulFered Loss, than of those that have been engaged in 
other Branches ? 

I have known some Individuals ruined ; it is impossible to answer a Question 
of that Description. • 

Are you aware that a considerably increased Demand for English Cotton Goods 
has lately arisen in China ? 

I am ; but 1 consider that any Demand for English Cotton Goods, or other 
Goods, the Manufacture of this Country, can always be supplied to China by the 
Tonnage occupied by the Commanders and Officers of the Honourable East 
India Company’s Ships. 

Do you think that the Circumstance you have now mentioned fully accounts 
for the East India Company having taken no Steps to meet that Demand on their 
own Account ? 

The East India Company reserve to themselves the exclusive Trade in Cloth, 

Camlets, and other Woollen Articles, leaving to the Commanders and their Offi- 
cers the Supply of any other Article that they may conceive a beneficial Specula- 
tion by carrying to China. 

You have said the private Trade of the Company’s Officers is sufficient to supply 
the Chinese Market with any British Commodities for which there may be a De- 
mand in China ; are you not aware that there is no Servant of the Company who 
goes to China that leaves it with a Certainty of having the Voyage to China 
next Year ? 

I conceive every Commander of a Company’s Ship, of the Burthen of 1 200 Tons, 
i* certain, upon that Ship being taken up, of being sent to China. 

Then you mean to say that the Tonnage allotted to the Commander is sufficient 
for this Purpose ? 

In my humble Opinion. 

When the Company possessed the exclusive Privilege to India, had not the 
Company’s Officers similar Privileges of private Trade to India ? 

Yes. 

How do you account for the great Extension of the Sale of our Manufactures 
since the free Trade to India ; when, according to your Principle, the Demand 
for <mr Commodities might be amply satisfied by the Trade of the Company’s 
Officers to India ? 

Your Iwordship’s Question now refers to India : I did not exactly so state it. 

With respect to China, 1 retain my fir§t Opinion. 

(^g.) ” Y y 


Can 
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Darnel Beak, Etq. you State any Reason why the Demand for our Manufactures having much 

increased since the Trade was opened to India, beyond what was supplied by the 
Company’s Officers, the same Consequences should not take place with regard to 
China? 

The Trade to Chma is confined to the Port of Canton. 

If the Trade to China was not confined to the Port of Canton, do you suppose 
a free I’rade to China would be highly advantageous ? 

The Question is too speculative for me to reply to. 

Do you not know that at present there are many Articles of China Produce 
which the Company prohibit their Officers from bringing out of China ? 

The Article of Musk, I recollect. I do not exactly recollect any pro- 
hibited Articles upon which it is likely a Profit could arise on the Export 
from China. 

Do you mean to state that Musk is the only Article which the Company 
prohibit ? ^ , 

I do not at present recollect the immediate Articles to which the Question 
alludes. Musk is prohibited for obvious Reasons, that it would spoil the Cargo 
of Tea. 

Can you recollect any others ? 

1 do not at this Moment. 

Are you aware that there are others ? 

I am not aware of others on ryhich a Profit might be made ; I am not in the 
immediate Recollection of any other prohibited Article. 

You think there is no other Article but Musk which the Company would be 
authorized to prohibit on the Ground of its spoiling their Teas ? 

None within my immediate Recollection ; if your Lordships are alluding to 
any particular Article I would reply to it ; but none occur to me at present. 

fri your Belief there is no other prohibited Article but Musk ? 

None which occurs to my immediate Recollection. 

Is not the Tonnage allotted to the Officers of the East India Company’s Ships 
invariably the same r , 

Yes. 

Arc they not in the Habit of occupying the whole of the Tonnage allotted to 
them ? 

Not in a direct Importation from England to China ; but they frequently, 
in Voyages from Bombay to China, occupy a considerable Portion of the 
Tonnage. 

What is the Proportion of Tonnage allotted to the Commander of a Ship in 
the China Trade ? 

I cannot exactly state from Memory. 

Do you suppose the Captain of a Ship in the China Trade is in the Habit of 
leaving any Portion of the Tonnage allotted to him between England and 
China unoccupied ? 

Never. 

If he is not in the Habit of leaving any Portion of the Tonnage allotted to 
him between England and China- unoccupied, how can he meet any increased 
Demand in China for British Manufactures ? 

I consider that the Ship is taken up for the immediate Advantage of the East 
India Company, and that the Tonnage occupied by the Commander and Officers 
is a Matter of Indulgence, being Freight free. 


It 
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It being necessary then to limit the Amount of Tonnage as an Indulgence to the Daniel Beale, E$q. 
Officers of the East India Company, how is it possible that any increased Quan- ■ — - 

tity can, through that Channel which you have described as the best for meeting 
the Demands of the Chinese Market, be supplied ? 

It frequently happens that a Ship sailing from London to China in the East 
India Company’s Service is not completely loaded, and I believe that for the Ex- 
portation of any Article not prohibited by the Company, Leave would be given to 
the Commanders to slvp it on board, upon {letitioning the Company for such 
Permission. 

Is there any Relation between the accidental Circumstance to which you have 
alluded, of the Vessels in the Service of the East India Company, not being com- 
pletely loaded, so as to admit of an additional Quantity of Exports by the Offi- 
cers, and the Demands of the Chinese Market for British Manufactures ? 

Not within my Knowledge. 

Have the Exports of the East India Company to China increased within the last 
Twenty Years ? 

I conceive they have. 

To any considerable Extent ? 

Not having Reference to the Company’s Documents, it is impossible for me 
to state. 

Are you aware that the Trade of the Americans to Canton has increased during 
that Period ? 

Doubtless. 

Do you suppose the Company’s Officers have it in their Power to supply the 
increased Demand of the China Market, which has in fact been supplied by the 
Americans? 

1 have lately heard that an American Ship has left this Port with a considerable 
Quantity of Woollen Goods, and Woollens are prohibited as an Article of Trade 
to the Company’s Officers ; excepting jn this Particular, I retain my first 
Opinion, that the Tonnage occupied by the Company’s Officers is sufficient for 
any Demand for English Manufactures in China. 

Your Answer applies not merely to the Description of the Article, but the 
Quantity ? 

Exactly. 

Arc you of Opinion that the whole Quantity of Goods, exclusive of Woollens 
and Camlets, imported by the Americans into the Port of Canton, can be imp 
ported by the Officers of the East India Company’s Ships ? 

Yes. 

Are you aware of any large Quantity of Tea being sent from Canton tb 
Russia? __ . _ 

I know that Russian Ships have visited Canton since I left it ; Objections were 
made on the Part of the Chinese to receiving them into the Port, but they 
Were afterwards allowed to load and proceed to Russia with Cargoes ; I think 
there were Two. 

Not to any considerable Extent ? 

I never heard of more than Two, and I conceive there is naturally an Objec- 
tion on the Part of the Chinese to receive the Russian Ships into the Port of 
Canton, arising from this Circumstance, that they are in the Habit of trading 
with Russia by Communications with Kiatl^ 

The Witness is directed to withdraw. 


Sir 
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5ir G. 


♦ 

T.5tettnion,SirGEORjpETHOMAS ^’AUNTON Bart., a Member of the House of 
Bart. Commons, is called in, and examined as follows : 

You have been in the Service of the East India Company ? 

I have been in the Service of the East India Company from the Year 1799* 

Have you, during that Time, resided for any considerable Period in China ? 

The longest Period I have resided there at any one Time is between Three and 
Four Years. 

Will you state to the Committee whether, in your Opinion, any Inconvenience 
would arise frOm the Admission into the Port of Canton of British Free Traders 
upon the same Footing that the Subjects of the United States and the other 
Countries are now admitted ? 

I think the Inconvenience would depend in a considerable Degree upon the 
Extent to which British Merchants availed themselves of that Admission. I con- 
ceive that any considerable Entry of British Ships navigated by British Seamen, 
and bringing out to China British Agents not in the Service of the East India 
Company, would be viewed by the Chinese with considerable Suspicion, and 
would be likely to induce them to endeavour to impose new Restrictions on the 
Trade, the Consequence of which naturally would be extremely embarrassing to 
the Commercial Interests of the East India Company and the British Nation. 

Do you conceive that there are any Circumstances attaching to the Character 
.of such British Agents or British Seamen as it might be expected would be em- 
ployed in a free Trade with the Port of Canton, which do not attach to the 
Persons similarly employed in the American Trade, and which would be likely to 
produce Consequences with respect to the Chinese Government which do not 
now occur ? 

I believe, generally speaking, that the Subjects of Great Britain stand higher 
with the Chinese than those of any other foreign Nation, but that the known 
Power and supposed Ambition of Great Britain expose them in^ peculiar Degree 
to be Objects of Jealousy to the Chinese, which would occasion the Suspicion I 
have already adverted to. 

Do you apprehend that that Suspicion would be increased from the mere Cir- 
cumstance of a greater Number of British Traders coming to the Port of Canton, 
independently of any other Circumstance ? 

It would depend upon the Conduct of the Persons who visited China under 
the British Flag \ it has been supposed that British Seamen have not always con- 
ducted themselves with the same Degree of Subordination as those ot other 
Nations ; if that should be found to be the Case, it would of course increase the 
Suspicion and Jealousy of the Chinese towards them. 

In referring to the greater Degree of Insubordination of British Seamen as 
compared with those of other Nations, in China, do you not refer exclusively to 
Seamen in the Service of the East India Company ? 

I refer exclusively to thosej^as no others have been in the Habit of visiting 
China ? 

During the Period of your Residence at Canton, had any Quarrels or Incon- 
veniences arisen between the Americans and, the Chinese Local Government 
in consequence of the increased American Trade with that Port ? 

I do not recollect any particular Instance of a Quarrel of that Nature, though 
some may have occurred which did not come to my Knowledge. . 

Do you conceive that the Establishments of the British East India Company at 
Canton have any Effect, beneficial or otherwise, upon the Trade of other Nations 
with that Port ? * 

1 should conceive that indirectly they have a beneficial Efi'ect in a considerable 
Degree ; and that the Exertions that have been made by the Servants of the 
East India Company, to prevent the Trade being oppressed by unnecessary 
Restrictions, when successml, have been beneficial to the Trade generally. 

Is 
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Is there any Reason why the Benefit, whatever it may be, which other Nations Sir G. 
in their Trade with Canton have experienced from the Existence there of the 
Establishments of the East India Company should not be equally derived from 
them by British Free Traders, supposing them to be admitted to trade with that 
Port? 

I am not aware of any Reason why they should not equally benefit. 

Are you of Opinion that an increased Demand would be likely under any 
Circumstances to exist for British Manufactures in the Chinese Market ? 

I am not inclined to think that, under the present Restrictions the Chinese 
impose upon the Trade, any material Increase' in the Demand for British Manu* 
factures can take place. 

Will you describe what the Restrictions are, to which you particularly 
allude ? , ' ' . 

The confining the Trade to One Port of the Chinese Empire, and that not the 
most favourable for the Purposes of the Trade ; and also the Limitation to a 
small Number of privileged Merchants, as well as other Restrictions of minor 
Importance. , 

Are you aware that a considerable Quantity of Biitish Manufactures is intro, 
duced into China through Russia, by means of Caravans ? 

1 was not aware of that Circumstance. 

Are you aware that a considerable Quantity is introduced by means of 
American Traders ? 

I have recemly heard a Report that a Quantity of British Manufactures have 
been introduced by the Americans. 

Is there any Reason why that Quantity, whatever it may be, should not be 
introduced by means of British Free Traders, were they permitted to trade with 
the Port of Canton ? 

I should have iroagined that the private Trade which the Commanders and 
Officers in the Service of the East India Company are permitted to carry on, 
wfuld be sufficient for the Purpose of the present Demand of the Chinese, in 
addition to the Trade which is carried on by the East India Company. 

Do you conceive the Channel to which you have alluded, of a Supply by 
means of the Officers of the East India Company, to be the best for supplying 
any increased Demand that might arise in the Chinese Market ? 

I am not aware of any Advantages that would attach to any other Channel, in 
preference to that possessed by the Officers of the East India Company. 

Do you conceive the peculiar Situation and Circumstances of the Officers 
employed in the Service of the East India Company, with a Reference to their 
Habits of Life, to the Mode of their Appointment, and to the Uncertainty of 
their Continuance in the same Line of Trade, to be the best calculated for 
increasing and supplying the Trade which you have referred to ? 

I should imagine that if any very considerable Demand existed for British 
Manufactures, they might not possess every Qualification calculated for supplying 
it ; but in the existing State of the Demand, I should conceive that they are 
competent to do so. 

Independently of the peculiar Restrictions to which you have alluded, are 
there any Opinions or Prejudices prevalent in China likely to interfere with the 
Demand for British Manufactures ? 

Certainly not, as far as 1 am aware. 

Do you apprehend that a Demand for British Manufactures mi^ht, under 
favourable Circumstances, take place in Cochin China, or any of the other 
adjacent Countries ? 

I should suppose that a Demand might exist to a certain and perhaps consider, 
able Extent, if the Cochin Chinese Government, were ^jivourably disposed to 
British Trade ; but the Attempts tha{ have been made to open, an Intercourse 
have proved unsuccessful. 

(42.) Z z 


T. SUmnton, 
Bart. 


Are 



<$(r G, T. Staunton, 
Bari. 


( 166 ) 

Are you 4ware that a Treaty was once concluded between the French Govern- 
ment and that of Cochin China, for the Purpose of promoting an Intercourse 
between those Countries ? 

1 have heard that such a Treaty had taken place. 

Are there any Circumstances which would render a political or commercial 
Intercourse with France and Cochin China, more practicable than between this 
Country and Cochin China ? 

The French 'had an Advantage which we do not possess, from having several 
resident Missionaries of that Nation in Cochin China, for the Purpose of propa- 
gating the Christian Religion ; and their Power is not so well known to the 
Government of Cochin China as that of Great Britain ; and therefore they are 
less an Object of Jealousy. 

Are you aware to what Restrictions the Introduction of European Produce and 
Manufactures, by means of Caravans from Russia, is subject in the Chinese 
Market ? 

I know it has at all Times been subject to considerable Restrictions, greater 
at one Time than another j it has been carried on sometimes by Caravans to 
Pekin, and sometimes solely at the Frontier j but always under very considerable 
Restrictions. 

is it, like that of Canton, made the Subject of a Monopoly for the Benefit of 
a particular Company of Merchants ? • 

I am not aware of the precise Manner in which it is carried on ; but I appre- 
hend it is in a Mode similar to that of the Trade of Canton. 

If it were to appear that an increased Demand in the Chinese Market for British 
Manufactures, were likely to 'be attended with an Increase of Revenue to the 
Chinese Government by the Consumption occasioned, is it not probable that such 
a Circumstance might induce the Chinese Government to alter its Measures, 
with respect to the Restrictions on that Trade ? 

1 do not apprehend that it would, while under the Influence of present Sen- 
timents and Feelings with respect to the Power of the British Nation. 

You conceive, then, that a Jealousy of British Power would overbalance any 
other Consideration with the Chinese Government with respect to Trade ? 

I conceive it would. 

The following Questions tmd Answers from the former Part of the Examina- 
tion of the Witness are read : 

“ Do you apprehend that that •Suspicion would be increased from the mere 
Circumstance of a greater Number of British Traders coming to the Port of Can- 
ton, independently of any other Circumstance ? 

“ It would depend upon the Conduct of the Persons who visited China under 
the British Flag j it has been supposed.that British Seamen have not always con- 
ducted themselves with the same Degree of Subordination as those of other 
Nations; if that should be found to be the Case, it would of course increase the 
Suspicion, and Jealousy of the Chinese towards them. 

“ In referring to the greater Degree of Insubordination of British Seamen as 
compared with those of other Seamen in China, do you not refer exclusively to 
Seamen in the Service of the East India Company ? 

“ I refer exclusively to those, as no others have been in the Habit of visitiM 
China.” 


Do you, or do you hot, found youf Opinion of the Danger of a free Trade to 
China upon the Character which British Seamen have acquired when in the Em- 
ploy of the Company conducting an exclusive Trade ? 

That is by no means the chief Ground of the Objection which I conceive to 
exist, diough it might operate as one of the Objections to such an Admission. 

Have 
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Have you had in China any Experience whatever of the Conduct of British Sir G. 
Seamen when engaged in a free Trade ? 

A few Ships have arrived from the North-west Coast of America, but those 
Instances are too few to be the Foundation of any general Opinion on the Subject. 

Is there any thing in China which should create on the Part of British Sea- 
men an unaccommodating Spirit, of which we have no Experience in the Conduct 
of their Trade to other Countries ? * 

I am not aware of any thing, except, generally, the extreme Difference in the 
Habits and Manners of Europeans and Asiatics ; and which, I conceive, is the Oc- 
casion of that Want of Accommodation. 

Is ther.e a smaller Difference between the Habits of the Chinese and the Ameri- 
cans than there is between the Habits of the Chinese and British Subjects ? 

The Difference I have already alluded to, as being supposed to exist between 
those of British and American Seamen, is the only one that I should suppose to 
exist in this Instance. 

Can you state any Instances of Condiict on the Part of the British Seamen on 
which yot^ found that Opinion ? 

Several Instances of Insubordination, by which the Trade has been interrupted 
and much Inconvenience experienced, have occurred during my Residence in China. 

Did not all those Instances occur with regard to Seamen in the Company’s 
Employ ? 

They necessarily did so, as there were no other British Sea m en at the Port of 
Canton at the Time. 

Arc' there any Objections to a free Trade excepting the Insubordination which 
you attribute to British Seamen ; if there are, have the Goodness to state them ? 

I should conceive that in Addition to what. I have already stated, and which I 
might consider the Political Objections, there may be Commercial ones also. 

What are they ? 

That the opening it would give to Speculation would necessarily raise the Price 
of the Produce of China, and in the same Proportion disturb the Commercial Ar- 
rangements of the East India Company. 

Would not that be equally effected by the Americans and other Free Traders? 

I should imagine after a Time the Trade would return to its present Level, but 
the opening to British Capital would probably, give rise to considerable Specu. 
lations in the first Instance, and^producc an unusual Demand for Chinese Produce. 

Would it not also create a Demand for English Produce ? 

I do not sec in what Manner it would produce that Effect. 

Are you acquainted with the Conduct of our'Seamen in the general Merchant 
Service of this Country ? 

No, I am not particularly acquainted with it. 

Do you mean to convey an Opinion by your Answer to former Questions, 
that the British Merchants and the British Seamen are leas able to carry on a 
difficult Trade than the Seamen and Metchants of other Countries ? 

'My Opinion on the Subject is entirely drawn from Experience and Facts which 
have occurred in China. 

Of Seamen not in the general Merchant Service of the Country ? 

Of Seamen in the Service of the Company ; but I am not aware of any Reason 
wlw Seamen in any other Service might be expected to conduct themselves in a 
diftrent Manner. 

Have you ever been at Sea on board a Merchant Ship not in the Service of the 
East India Company ? 

I have not. 

You have no Means of forming a Comparison between* the Discipline of Vessels 
in the Service of the Company and others ? 

No. - 

Nor of the Manner in which they are paid ? 

No. 
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Sir G. SANMtm/ jfbr of the iVades in which the Seamen derive ah Interest ? 

, No. 

‘ Do you oon^er yourself compet^t to rive a decided Opiofon upon the 

Subject wiidl T^iard to the general Conduct of Seamen in the Merchant Service ? 

• 1 can only Say that I infer that those Instances of Insubordination winch have 

occurred would be likely to occur agsm, in Proportion to the Extent to which 
British Ships navigated by British Seamen*were admitted into the Port of Canton ; 
and if they were not equally under the Control of the East India Company’s 
Servants, 1 should imagine the Danger would be increased. 

Do you therefore infer, that because Seamen want Subordination under one 
System of Discipline, they must equally want Subordination under another 
System ? 

It depends, of course, upon the Nature of that System of Discipline, whether 
more or less efficient. 

Can you state the particular Circumstances of any one of tho'se Cases of In- 
subordination ? 

I recollect a Riot which occurred in the Year i8<^, in which seveial Chinese 
were wounded and one supposed to be killed ; the Trade was in consequence 
suspended for a considerable Time, and great Inconvenience suffered by the East 
India Company in consequence. 

Do you know what led to the Riot ? 

The Seamen were at Canton agreeably to*a Privilege which had long existed, of 
coming up on Liberty, and which was abolished in consequence of the Disturbance 
which occurred on that Occasion. 

To what Numbers were those Seamen assembled on Liberty ? 

I am uncertain as to the Number, but certainly I think upwards of an Hundred. 

From One Ship ? 

I do not positively recollect. 

Can you state the Circumstances and the Nature of that Privilege granted to 
the Seamen of going up on Liberty to Canton ? 

It is an Indulgence, that I believe had been granted ever since the Trade com- 
menced, to the Sailors to come up to Canton for Two or Three Days at some 
Period during the Stay of the Ships in China. 

In a Body ? 

In Divisions, such as were most suitable to the Service of the Ships. 

Is it not granted at the Time they receive their Pay ? 

1 am not aware whether that is the Case or not j it probably may be, as one 
of their Objects is to purchase necessary Articles for the Use of the Homeward 
Voyage. 

And it is always granted to a Number at.a Time, is it not ? 

It is granted to Divisions of the Ship’s Crew ; when a great Number of Ships 
are in Port at a Time, several Divisions from different Ships would naturally meet 
in Canton. * 

You are understood to say that the Stoppage of Trade that took place 
upon the Occasion of this Riot, was not a Stoppage of Trade between the 
Chinese and any particular Ship to which those Seamen belonged, but a Stoppage 
of Trade between them and the Company, who are considered as the sole. Masters 
of all the Vessels trading ? 

That was the Case, certainly. 

Has this Privilege and Liberty been abolished ? 

It has been aboluhed as far as r^pects the Mode of granting it ; being so mo- 
dified, that a much smaller' Number are permitted to come to Canton together at 
one Time. 

Has there been any Riot or Disturbance since the Abolition or Modification of 
that Privilege or Liberty ? , 

I xecollect that some have occurred, though not attended with the same serious 
Consequences with that to which I have alluded. * 
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State the Date and Time of. any Distufbance that has taken place since the Sir^G.r. SteuiUon, 
Abolition or Modification of that Privilege I 

An Instance occurred in the early Part of the Year i8io>but I was not at that ' - 

Time in China. 

How- do you know that that Instance occurred ? 

I know it from its general Notoriety, and having read the Account of it on the 
Records of th^ East India Company. 

In stating the Probability of Disturbance, do not you take into your Considera- 
tion the Character and Usages ‘of the Chinese as well as the Habits and Character 
of British Seamen. 

Certainly j I found my Apprehensions of Disturbance on the extreme Dis- 
similarity of the Habits and Manners of the Two Nations. 

Inasmuch as they are more dissimilar than in almost any other Portion of the 
World which British Seamen frequent ? 

Certainly j that is the Foundation of the Apprehension I entertain on the 
Subject ? 

Do you not believe that were the Merchants of this Country fully impressed 
with the N&essity of preserving the most perfect good Conduct on the Part of 
the Officers and Crew they employed in the Trade with China, in order to avoid 
exciting the Jealousies of the Chinese, they might, by a small Increase of Pay, and 
by using great Caution in the Selection of the Officers and Crew, form a Ship’s 
Company in all Respects equal, as far as regarded good Conduct, to the ordinary 
Crews of American Ships trading to Canton ? 

I should conceive that the chief Difference would [arise in the Difference of the 
Character and Habits of American and British Seamen. 

Do you not know that a great many British Seamen are in the American 
Merchant Service ? * 

I am not acquainted with that Fact. 

Is the East India Company still in the Habit of permitting, under Licence, and 
under certain Restrictions, the Importation of Furs obtained on the North- 
western Coast of America, to the Port of Canton ? 

I believe that they are so : One or Two Ships have imported within my 
Recollection. 

Of late Years ? 

The last to my Recollection was in 1815 -, but I left China in 1817. 

Is it not your Belief, that if •the Trade were thrown open, the general Com- 
merce between this Country and China would be greatly increased ? 

I should be rather disposed to draw the contrary Inference : 1 coijceive the 
Question applies to a permanent Increase ; an Increase in the First Instance 
undoubtedly would take place, provided it gave an Opening to Speculation. 

In your Opinion the Speculations would fail, and the Commerce would in the 
End be diminished ^ 

That is my View of the Subject. 

Then you must conceive that the Increase of Trade and the Resort of our Ship- 
ping, which you stated to be the Objections in the First Instance, would not be a 
permanent but only a temporary Objection ? 

I believe 1 have already stated my Apprehension that it would excite the Sus- 
picion and Jealousy of the Chinese, and induce them to impose embarrassing Re- 
trictions j ‘when those Restrictions were once imposed it is doubtful whether they 
would be removed, though the Occasion which gave rise to them had ceased. 

Then in your Opinion, provided the Trade could be carried on on the Foot- 
ing on which it is now carried on with China, with the Exception only of being 
generally thrown open to British Traders, it would considerably increase ? 

I believe I already mentioned that I do not conceive, under the Restrictions 
which the Chinese have imposed upon the Trade, there is any considerable Pro- 
spect of Increase, but that the present System affords as large or a larger Open- 
ing than any other. 
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Sir G. T. Sumnum, Do you fettow whether the Hong Merchants have any Influence with the Chinese 
Bart. Government ? ' 

They are consulted by the Chinese Government on most Occasions connected 

with Foreign Trade. 

Would it not be for their Interest to extend the Trade ? 

Certainly ; there is no Doubt they would be fevourably disposed to any Ex- 
tension. 

It must however be still their Interest to confine the Trade to the single Port 
of Canton ? 

They would naturally wish to confine it to the Port at which they are resident. 

And to themselves as a Company ? 

Certainly. 

Are not those Merchants at Canton extremely benefited by the Extension of 
Trade which has taken place with the Americans ? 

Some of them have benefited very much by it, and others have suffered by it 
. in nearly an equal Degree. 

Do you think that the Trade which the Americans have conducted is a sub- 
ject of Regret to the Hong Merchants ? 

I conceive any Extension of the Trade is favourable to the Interests of the Hong 
Merchants ; and where they do not benefit from it, it must arise from their own 
Imprudence. 

Do not you think that if the Commodities furnished by America could be 
brought cheaper to China by British Ships sailing under a free Trade, the Hong 
Merchants would conceive it a Benefit to China to deal with British Subjects ? 

The Hong Merchants in their Dealings would of course look to the Commer- 
cial Pro^t or the Transaction, and judge of it accordingly. 

Do you know whether there are not at present Commodities prohibited by the 
Company to be exported in their Ships out of China ? 

I do not recollect at this Moment that there are any such Commodities, though 
perhaps there may be some Exceptions to the Privilege granted to the Comman- 
ders and Officers of their Ships, of which I am not aware. 

Can you state, speaking generally, what by common Report a China Voyage 
is reckoned worth to a Captain ? 

I believe it would be very difficult to answer that Question : I have heard of 
Instances of Captains losing by their Voyage, and others, of their making very 
considerable Sums, upwards of a?ao,ooo. 

Can you speak generally to the Value of the Goods which a Captain in the 
China Trade takes out to Canton ? 

No, I cannot ; I am not sufficiently acquainted with that Subject j but they 
have a specific Portion of the Tonnage of the Ship allotted to them. 

Is not, upon an Average, a China Voyage reckoned worth £io,ooo ? 

I have not understood a direct China Voyage was worth so much. 

Or near it ? 

I should imagine not. 

What should you conceive to be the Average ? 

I am too imperfectly informed upon the Subject to state it. 

Can you state whether the Profits of a Voyage to Canton to the Captains of 
the East Indist Company’s Ships have varied at all since the Increase of the 
American Trade to that Port? 

I am not aware of the Effect that has had. 

The Witness is directed to withdraw. 

Ordered, That this Committee be adjourned to Tuesday next. One o’Clock. 
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Die Martisy 1 1 "" Julii 1820 . 


The Marquess of LANSDOWNE in the Chair. 


Captain JAMES HORSBURGH is called in^ and examined as follows : 

You have been in the Trade of the East India Company ? Captain 

I have been mostly in the Country Trade of India ; I was never in the Com* James Horsburgk. 
pany’s regular Service. ' 

Have you in the Course of that lime traded with most of the principal Parts in 
the East ? 

Only to Batavia. 

Not with China ? 

Yes, with China frequently; I meant not among the Eastern Islands. 

Will you state, during your Experience of it, what has been the Progress of the 
Trade between the Continent of India and Batavia ? 

There was a much greater Trade from Bengal to Batavia when I went first to 
India than there has been lately, and particularly to the Eastern Islands. 

How do you account for the Decline in that Trade ? 

I really cannot say exactly ; I suppose the Dutch System was more liberal at 
that Time ; they have been more jealous of other European Powers ance ; there 
seemed to be little Restriction at that Time, and there was a greater Number of 
Ships went from Bengal. A grett many American Ships have perhaps taken 
away their Produce, that may be one Cause ; but there is certainly less Trade 
from Bengal now than then. 

State during what Years you were more particularly acqurinted with the Trade 
you are describing ? 

I was at Batavia in 1786 ; and I think in 179a and 1793. 

Were you well acquainted with the Trade to Batavia during the Time that Java 
was in the Occupation of the British ? 

No^ I was in this Country at that Time. 

Have you understood that the Country Trade increased considerably again 
during the Period of that Occupation ? 

I have always understood so. 

Did the Diminution of the Trade appear to you to arise from any Diminution 
of Demand upon the Part of the Natives, or of Taste for the Consumption of 
those Articles of which the Trade consisted ? 

I really cannot say. , 

Did the Trade, while you were acqusunted with it, consist principally in the 
Export of Articles of Produce of the Continent of India, or of the Export of 
British Manufactures, and state the Proportions one bore to the other ? 

Ido 
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Captain I do not know the Proportions ; but at the Time I was in Batavia it was mostly 

Jamt Horsburgh. Bengal Goods and Surat Goods, and Opium } sometimes European Iron, British 
or Swedish. 

Do you know any thing of the Trade to the East Country since 1794 ? 

There is much less Trade among the Eastern Islands than there was formerly. 
I have been frequently amongst the Eastern Islands going to China by the Eastern 
Passage ; there are not many Ships go from Bengal to the Eastern Islands now, 
nor have for a Length of Time past. 

How do you know that .•* 

From the Knowledge found in the East India Company’s Ships Journals I exa- 
mine, and from the general Knowledge I have from Captains of Ships in the 
Country Trade with whom I correspond. 

Has there not been a considerable American Trade carried on with those 
Islands ? 

Yes, a great deal ; I consider that the Americans take away the greater Quan- 
tity of the Produce both from the West Coast of Sumatra, and also from the 
Eastern Islands ; the Americans carry out Dollars, and the Malays ,always prefer 
Dollars to the Piece Goods, by which they get the Pepper or whatever Produce 
there is, in preference to the British Country Ships. 

Were there any Americans there when you were conversant with the Trade ^ 
Yes, I have fallen in with American Ships among the Eastern. Islands when I 
have been going to China by the Eastern Passage. 

Is there any Reason why British Ships should not carry out Dollars, and in 
other Respects carry op the Trade which you have described, with as much Ad- 
vantage as the Americans ? 

I should think that the British Ships would succeed equally well. 

To what then do you attribute the Circumstance that so many more American 
Ships are actually engaged in that Trade than of British Ships ? 

The British Ships have not generally been in the Habit of carrying Dollars, but 
mostly Piece Goods and Opium from Bengal, and other Articles, on purpose to 
barter j they sometimes carry Dollars, but not often. 

But if Dollars are, as you state, the most advantageous Investment that can be 
made for the Purpose of carrying on that Trade, is there any Reason why British 
Ships should not make that Investment as well as Ships of the United States ? 

Certainly not, if they are there in proper Time, when the Pepper comes off the 
Ground ; but the first Ships that visit any Coast when Produce comes off the 
Ground, and provided with Dollars, will have the Preference, and the Ships that 
follow them will be in general too late, which is frequently the Case. 

Of what Burthen are the Country Ships that have generally been employed in 
the Trade to Batavia and the Eastern Islands ? 

They are generally small Ships, from One hundred to Three hundred Tons ; 
these succeed best. 

You conceive Ships from One hundred to Three hundred Tons to be upon the 
whole the best calculated for carrying on Trade with the Ports of the Eastern 
Islands ? 

Yes, large Ships cannot expect to get a full Cargo ; small Ships are best cal- 
culated for the Eastern Trade. 

Do you conceive, that if British Ships were admitted to carry on the Trade 
from Port to Port on the Continent of India, it would materially interfere with 
the Trade a§ it is now carried on in India-built Vessels ? 

Since the free Trade opened, 1 understand that Half of the Country Ships lie 
unemployed in Calcutta and Bombay j a great Number of Ships are lying idle, 
for which no Employment can oe found. 

Is 
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Is that owing to the greater Cheapness, or what other Advantages belonging to Captain 
British-built Vessels ? Hmhwgh. 

I consider that it is owing to Two or Three Causes ; viz. the great Number of 

free Ships that go out from Britain, and the great Number of Americans which 
scour the Coasts and Islands of Asia ; and likewise through the Arabs, for the 
Emaum of Muscat is increasing his Number of Merchant Ships very much, and 
thereby takes a large Part of the Trade from the British Country Ships. 

Do you conceive that it would be any Compensation to the Interests of the 
Persons embarked in the Country Trade, for the Loss which you suppose them to 
suffer from the Admission of British-built Vessels into the Country 'I'rade, if they 
were admitted to all the Privileges of British registered Ships ? 

Certainly. 

Were the Ships engaged in the Country Trade with the Indian Islands, during 
the Time of your Acquaintance with it, much exposed to Depredations from 
Pirates. 

They were always obliged to be well armed; the Malays always have been 
in the Habk of cutting off Ships that were not armed and upon their Guard. 

Do you consider however the Size and Description of Vessel to which you 
have alluded as best calculated to carry on the Country Trade, sufficiently strong, 
if properly armed, to repel such Attacks ? 

They should be always well armed, and upon their Guard, acting with 
Caution. 

Can you state the Rate of Insurance between the Continent of India and the 
Eastern Islands, during the Time you were acquainted with' it 

No, I do not recollect. 

Have you heard whether the Americans have suffered frequently from 
Pirates ? 

Several American Ships have been cut off at different Times ; some very 
lately. 

What has been the Progress of the Country Trade with the Port of Canton, 
during your Acquaintance with it ? 

It has always been pretty regular, but there was a greater Trade from Bombay 
to Canton formerly than there is now, since so much Cotton has been produced 
in Bengal ; Calcutta now sharqf with Bombay the Trade of China, Cotton being 
cheaper in Bengal than at Bombay. 

What were the Exports from the Continent o( <ndla to China, during the 
Period you have referred to ? 

Cotton was the grand Staple, very little else ; some Sandal Wood, Olibanum, 
a Gum which comes from the Gulf of Persia to Bombay, Shark-fins, — those are 
the principal Articles, as far as I can remember. 

Do the Country Ships engaged in the Cotton Trade carry it on exclusively 
through the Medium of the Company’s Factory at Canton ? 

No, they dispose of their Cargo to such Hong Merchants as they chuse, quite 
exclusive of the Company’s Factory. 

They are then no otherwise under the Controul of the Company's Factory 
at Canton than the Ships of any other Nation would be ? 

Yes, more so ; there are Regulations sent by the Select Committee to every 
British Country Ship which arrives, how to conduct themselves with regard 
to the Chinese, with a Transcript of Part of the Chinese Criminal Code. 

What is the Select Committee to whose Instructions you are now alluding? 

Three of the senior Supercargoes from the Select Committee at Canton. 

Do you remember any In.stances of Disputes occurring between Persons engaged 
in the Country Trade at Canton and the Chinese ? 
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Csptaw Few if any Disputes with the Crews of the Country Ships ; they are generally 

amet orsburgh. orderly, being mostly Natives of India, and are kept in good Subjection, 
being of a mild Disposition. 

During the Time you frequented the Port of Canton, do you recollect other 
Instances of Disputes occurring between other Descriptions of Seamen and the 
Chinese ? 

With British Seamen in the Company’s Ships* they have occurred at different 
Times. 

Do you recollect any Instances of Disputes between the Chinese and American 
Seamen, or Seamen belonging to other Countries ? 

No, I do not recollect any with Foreign Seamen. 

Can you state to what Circumstances you consider those Disputes between 
the Company’s Seamen and the Chinese to have been particularly owing ? 

I think it was owing to the Crews being allowed to go upon Liberty, Half 
the Ship’s Company I think at a Time, to receive their Pay, by which they got 
inebriated, and were Insensible of their Conduct j but I believe that has been put 
a stop to for a Length of Time. 

^ Have you understood' that since it was put a stop to, those Disputes have 
either ceased or not occurred so frequently ? 

They have not occurred so frequently, certainly. 

Is it usual for the American Captains to allow Half their Crews to come on 
Liberty at a Time ? • 

Not so rnany at a Time, and their Ships are generally smaller. I have never 
seen so mariy of their Men on Liberty at a Time. 

Do you happen to know whether the American Seamen engaged in the Canton 
Trade are frequently allowed a Share in the Adventure ? 

I think not ; I never heard of such a Measure ; but merely their Pay, of so 
many Dollars a Month. 

Do you know whether their regular Wages are higher than the Wages of 
English Seamen ? ^ ^ 

They generally have been higher. 

Arc you aware of any Circumstances that render it probable that the Conduct 
of a British Seaman at Cantpn should be more characterized by Violence and In- 
subordination than in any other Branch of Trade or Country ? 

The Seamen of other Countries are generally more orderly j they are more 
careful, and wish to save a Part of their Money, particularly the Swedish, Danish, 
and Dutch Seamen ; the Seamen in American Ships I conceive much the same 
as British Seamen ; many of those 1 have seen in American Ships at Canton 
are British Seamen, and the Captains of the Ships likewise, some of whom I cor- 
respond with, who are Captains in the American China Trade. 

Have you ever understood that the American Ship Owners avoided employing 
British Seamen in that particular Trade, from any Apprehension that it would 
expose them more to Disputes with the Chinese Government ? 

No, 1 never understood so. 

When the Seamen belonging to the Company’s Ships got Leave to go to 
Canton on Liberty, were they not in the Habit of spending all the Wages they 
had received ? 

A great many of them spent their Money directly in Spirits. 

Do you conceive a British Seaman on board a British Ship is more likely 
to be riotous and ill-behaved than a British Seaman on board an American 
Ship ? 


The 



( 175 ) 


The Company’s Ships are very large, and there are a great Number of Seamen Captain 
together ; the American Ships are smaller, and thereiore their Crews cannot Hmlurgh, 
appear in that riotous Manner, being a small Body ; and they are generally 
experienced British Seamen, many of whom have deserted from our Ships of 
War, and several of the Captains have been Officers in the British Navy. 

Do you know of any Reason why British Seamen employed in a British Ship 
of smaller Burthen, and consequently in smaller Numbers, should not be as well 
conducted and easily subjected to as good a Discipline as they would in any other 
Service ? 

More so, I conceive j the American Commanders have not so much Power 
as a British Commander has to preserve Discipline ; the Laws of America do 
not give them that Authority which the Laws of England give to British 
Captains. 

Do you know what is the Difference between the Wages of American Seamen 
and British in the Chinese Trade ? 

When I was in China, I think the American Seamen had Ten Dollars per 
Month ; I do*not recollect what the Seamen in the Company’s Ships had at that 
'lime. 

Do you know the usual Rate at that Time ? 

In Time of War the Company’s Pay to able Seamen was 45 /. per Month ; but 
the Americans, I believe, had frequently Twelve Dollars per 'Month, and in 
'I'ime of Peace Ten Dollars per Month. 

Have you any Reason to believe that there is British Capital embarked in the 
Conduct of the American Trade to China and India ? 

I cannot say. 

Are not the Americans in the Habit of touching in South America in their 
Way to China and India? 

I believe they sometimes do. • 

Would it not be a great Advantage, if a free Trade to British Subjects was 
extended to India, that they should have a Power of touching either in South 
America ot any other Parts in the Course of their Voyage ? 

I should consider it advantageous to Commerce. 

Are you aware of any peculiar Advantage that is secured by carrying on a 
I'rade with China in large Vessels*? 

There is generally a Saving in the Duties of the Measurement ; the Mode of 
Measurement in China is very heavy on Ships of small Dimensions, but relatively 
favourable to Ships of large Tonnage. 

Is there not also a Saving in the Number of Men ? 

Yes, I conceive it is less expensive navigating large Ships to China than small 
Ships, in proportion to the Advantage gained by the Tonnage’. 

Do you think that the Facilities to Smuggling are as great in large as in small 
Vessels ? 

I should think there is no Difference in that respect between Ships of 1,200 
Tons and of Six or Seven hundred Tons. 

You have spoken of an Arrangement in collecting the Duties in China that 
subjects smaller Ships to a larger Duty in Proportion than large ones ; do you know 
the Date of the Regulation ? 

It has always been so ever since I knew any thing of China ; it was always 
supposed to be fevourable to Ships of large Burthen. 

Do you know whether that Regulation was or was not introduced to favour 
the East India Company ? 

I really cannot say. 

Do 
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Captain Do you believe that an American or a Company’s Ship brings to Europe a 

James Horsburgh. Qf 'j'gjg QiJna at the cheapest Rale ? 

The Americans, I think, can carry Teas cheaper than any other Ships. 

Have you any Notion of the Diflference of the Expence of bringing Tea to 
Holland in an American Ship, and the Expence of bringing Tea to London in a 
Company’s Ship ? 

No, I have not ; but the Reason, I suppose, is, that the American Ships sail 
better, and make quicker Voyages : an American will make nearly Three Voyages 
to China while One of the Company’s Ships makes Two. 

To what is that owing ? 

There is very little Delay, and they are fast-sailing Ships, the Commanders 
very persevering Men ; the Company’s Ships are longer detained in general, for 
they lie a great while in this Country : the American Ships not so j they discharge 
their Cargo, and are dispatched quickly. 

In Addition to the Expence of Freight, have not the Company very expensive 
Establishments at Canton ? 

1 cannot say what the Expence of their Establishment is. 

Is it not very extensive ? 

It is a large Establishment. 

What Establishments have the Americans there ? 

I believe they have no regular Establishment ; they have a Consul or Agent 
there ; I do not know whether he is under the Government or not. 

Is there any Proportion between the Expence of the Establishment of the East 
India Company and that of the Americans ? 

No, certainly not. 

Do the Americans derive any Advantage in their Trade from the Establish- 
ment of the English at Canton, or their Forts, or their Ships ? 

I conceive not at present. 

What other Countries, besides America, have Consuls at Canton ? * 

The Dutch have Supercargoes there, and the Swedes have long had Super- 
cargoes there also ; the French have none I believe at present, nor have had 
since the War ; the Dutch Supercargoes have remained there during the whole 
Period of the late War. 

Is the Dutch Establishment an expensive Establishment there ? 

I cannot say as to the Expence ; they have a very fine Building, a Factory ; I 
do not remember the Number of Supercargoes ; they have, I believe, fewer now 
than before the War. * ‘ 

Did not those Supercargoes belong to the Dutch East India Company ? 

They did. 

Has not that Company ceased to trade ? 

So I understand. 

Is not the Establishment of the English East India Company much greater 
than that of the Dutch East India Company ? 

Certainly. 

Is it much greater in proportion to the Trade carried on by the respective 

Companies ? ‘ , 

Not so great in proportion to the Irade, I conceive. 


Arc 
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Are you of Opinion that the East India Company, by the Influence which 
their large and constant Trade in the China Market has given them, have been 
able to keep down the Price of Tea there ? 

I should think it very probable, but I cannot say positively j it is probable 
that the Influence of the British Supercargoes th6re has had a good Effect in 
general to ail European Traders. 

Do you not think that the Americans, in the Purchases which they have 
made of Tea there, have been much benefited by that Circumstance ? 

The Americans generally purchase inferior Tea, much inferior to that which 
the Company always bring to this Country ; and they have injured the Trade 
very much by getting Cargoes on Credit, by Bills which have never been 
honoured, and their Hong Merchants have lost much Property ; this has been 
the Cause of ruining several Hong Merchants, I understand. 

Has not the American Trade been the Cause of making the Fortunes of many 
Hong Merchants ? 

Very few, 1 believe. 

Do ) 111 , think that Circumstance to which you have now adverted, has 
tendd much to k'W ’r Foreign Traders in the Estimation of the Chinese ? 

I sinuld suppose only as far as regards the Americans themselves. 

Hui the American Trade diminished in consequence of the Losses sustained ? 

It is very low at present ; the Teas brought from Canton to America were 
lately selling, I believe, at Prime Cost at New York and Philadelphia. I have 
received this Information from a Friend of mine, an American Captain, who is 
a very experienced Chinese Trader, and an Englishman ; he has been with me 
for some I’ime, having returned to this Country to see his Friends. 

He has had great Eicperience ? 

Yes, both in the China and Bengal Trade. 

You conceive then, that the Character of the Americans at Canton is much 
lower than that of the Servants of the East India Company ? 

I conceive so, from the Losses the Chinese have sustained by the 
Americans. 

Do you know whether any of the Hong Merchants have recently made large 
Contracts with any American House ? 

I do not. , 

Were you at Canton when the American Trade commenced ? 

I was there shortly after the first Americans had been there. 

Do you know whether, in the Commencement of it, any Difficulty was felt in 
distinguishing between them and the Servants of the East India Company ? 

I heard of none ; the first of Americans that went to Canton, brought Otter 
Skins from the North«wcst Coast of America, and Seal Skins from the Islands 
in the Southern Ocean, and carried them to Canton, where they received Returns 
in Tea and other Articles. , 

Do you know whether that Trade in Skins was very beneficial ? 

It was at first ; the first Ships that brought them to Canton got very high 
Prices, but it was overdone in consequence or so many Vessels embarking in it. 

Do you conceive the Demand for Skins in China is very large and increasing ? 

I rather think not at Canton. 

The Witness is directed to withdraw. 
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ROBERT STAPLES Esquire is called in, and examined! as follows : 

Robert Staples, Esq. You have been engaged in Commerce ? 

■ Not within these last Nine Years. 

What Commerce have you been engaged in ? 

In general Commerce between this Country and South America, where I went 
in the Year 1808. 

With what Part of South America were you principally acquainted ? 

With Buenos Ayres. 

From your Knowledge of South American Commerce, can you state the Rise 
and Progress of Trade from that Part of the World with the Continent or Islands 
of India ? 

The Trade with the East Indies only commenced from that Part of the World 
about Three Years ago ; during which I should think Six or Seven Ships may, on 
an Average, have arrived there; the First Year, Four or Five, the next Six or 
Seven, and the last 'Nine or Ten; those Ships have been between Four and Five 
hundred Tons Burthen ; the Trade has been principally from Calcutta to the 
Port of Buenos Ayres, and to different Ports in Chili. 

What Country Ships are they ? 

They are British Ships principally. 

Do you understand that that Commerce has proved advantageous ? 

I should conceive that it has, inasmuch as it is increasing considerably ; the 
Species of Returns which that Country affords bemg Bullion, Dollars, and Copper, 
which are all Articles in general Demand for the East India Market. 

Do the Vessels to which you allude sail from South America with a Licence 
from the East India Company ? 

Respecting many of them, I am not aware whether they have Licences or not ; 
they come direct from Calcutta to Ports in Chili, Valparaiso and others, from 
which Ports they have returned direct to Calcutta. 

Do you conceive that the Circumstance of those Vessels having been of the 
Burthen, as you are understood to state, of between Four and Five hundred Tons, 
has arisen from an Opinion that Vessels of that Burthen were best calculated for 
the Purpose of that Voyage, or from an Opinion, that under the Chatter of the 
East India Company an Objection might be raised to Vessels of a small r Burthen 
being engaged in that Trade ? 

I should conceive, that both Objects operated in their chusing Vessels of that 
Description ; the Vessels which according to the East India Ciiai ter would lie per* 
mitted'to perform theVoyages designated, by the latest Act of Pariiainem relating 
to that Trade must be above 350 Tons ; and I conceive those who have sent Car- 
goes from Calcutta, would not select Ships of a less Burthen than from I'hree to 
Four hundred Tons. 

Have not the Subjects of the United States lately carried on a considerable 
Trade between South America and India ? 

I should think inconsiderable. 

Are English-built Vessels best calculated upon the whole, in your Opinion, for 
carrying on that Trade in the Event of any considerable Increase of it tafo'ng 
place ? 

I should hardly be able to say with Certainty, but I have generally heard that 
thelndiaShips were preferred, being builtof Teak Wood, which resists the Worm, 
and is more durable. 
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Are you aware of any Reason why such a Trade, to any Extent to which it may 
admit hereafter of being carried, should not be carried on by British Merchants, 
and in British-built Vessels ? 

No, I am not aware of any Reason. 

Would it not conduce to that Object if such a Trade was entirely freed from all 
Restriction, either as to the particular Destination of the Voyage, or the Burthen 
of the Ship in which it was undertaken ? 

I should consider decidedly so. 

Will you state whether there are any other /Articles of Export besides the pre- 
cious Metals, which have been sent to India from South America. 

I do not know of any others of Value that have been sent ; I should consider 
Copper, Gold, and Silver Bullion, and Coin, to be the principal Articles of Re- 
turn ; whether Cocoa may have gone, 1 am not prepared to say. 

What have been thp principal Articles of Import from India to South America ? 

Cotton and Silk Piece Goods, Sugar and Rice, and small Quantities of Indigo 
occasionally. 

Did you evf r happen to hear of any Inconvenience that was experienced from 
the greater Weight of the Teak Wood as compared with other Ship Timber? 

I have heard Remarks made by Nautical I\Ien respecting it, but I am unable to 
state from ; ’iy personal Knowledge of the Subject. 

Is it not liable to Damage from the Worm ? 

It is not, as I have understood. 

The Witness is directed to withdraw. 


JOHN ROBERT PIZEY Esquire is called in, and examined as follows : 

You have been engaged in Commerce? 

In the Trade with Buenos Ayres and Chili only. 

How long have you been engaged in that Trade ? 

Rather more than Ten Years. 

During the Period that you have been engaged in it, has any considerable Trade 
arisen between those Countries and the Continent or Islands of India ? 

Particularly so within the last Xwo or Three Years. 

In what Way has that Trade been carried on ? 

It has been carried on partly by Country Ships from Irrdia, and partly by Vessels 
under different Foreign Flags. 

Under what Foreign Flags ? 

Chiefly under the Flags of the Independent States of South America. 

What Number of British Vessels do you conceive to have been engaged in that 
Trade ? 

Of British Vessels belonging to this Country, scarcely any in that direct Trade ; 
they have been chiefly Vessels built in India. 

What have been the principal Articles of Export and of Import in that 
Trade ? 

' From the Western Coast of South America they have been chiefly Copper and 
Silver ; and from Bengal to South America chiefly manufactured Piece Goods of 
that Country. 

Have the Vessels to which you allude sailed under Licence from the East India 
Company ? 

There have been very few Instanqes of that Kind. 

Do 
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ifohn Eobert Pixey, Do you conceive that such a Licence was not necessary for the Purpose of 
carrying on the Trade ? 

""*"*'*“'"''*** It is not necessaryi because the Trade has been carried on by other Means with- 
out it. 

Do you conceive that British Vessels could engage in that Trade without such 
a Licence? 

They could not, because there is a Restriction to the contrary at present, 

Dou you know of any Reason why British Vessels should not engage in it if 
they were permitted ? 

None whatever ; it would be very desirable. 

What azed Vessels have been principally employed in the Trade you are 
■describing ? 

Vessels not under 280 Tons, rather more than less. 

Would it not conduce to the Increase.of that Trade as • carried on by British 
Vessels, were such Vessels permitted to engage in it without Limitation as to 
their Place of Destination, or as to their Amount of Burthen ? 

I think decidedly so. 

• 

Are you of Opinion, that upon the whole Vessels of the Burthen you have 
described, that is,«of somewhat more than 250 Tons, are the best fitted for 
carrying on the Trade between South America and India ? 

I think Vessels of from 250 to 300 Tons are better adapted for the Trade 
than any other. 

For what Ports of India have the Vessels been generally chartered in that 
Trade ? 

I do not recollect any Instance of a Vessel going to any other Port than 
Calcutta. 

None to the Indian Islands ? 

Not any that I recollect. 

Is there any Probability, in your Opinion, of any Trade directly with the 
Islands '( 

I do not see that there is any Probability. 

There is no Demand, in South America for the Produce of those Islands ? 

The Produce of those Islands I take to be chiefly raw Produce, which is not 
much required in South America j manufactured Piece Goods are much 
more so. 

Is there no Demand for Spices in South America ? 

It is but trifling. 

There has been no Trade between South America and the Port of Canton ? 

I do not recollect any Instance. « 

Do you not conceive it probable that a Demand may arise for manufactured 
Articles, the Produce of China, in South America, if a free Intercourse with the 
Port of Canton were permitted ? 

There are but few Articles of the Manufacture or Produce of China, which are 
adapted to the Demand of South America. Nankeens may be mendoned as the 
leading Article adapted to the Consumption of that Country ; the remaining Part 
of the Chinese Produce and Manufacture is generally of too costly a Kind, as < 
fhere is but little Demand for Articles of Luxury in South America at present. 

In your Observations respecting the Demand for Indian or Chinese Produce, 
do you refer to any particular Part of South America only, or to South America 
generally ?• 

I apply those Observations more particularly to those Countries I mentioned, 
with which only I have had any Connexion. 
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Is there much Coasting Trade between Rio Jandro and Bi^^nos Ayres ? John Robert Puey, 

Not much. Esq. 

Are there no India Goods carried coastwise to Buenos Ayres, that are imported 
in Portuguese Vessels from India ? 

Not many. I think 1 may venture to say, at present not any ; but considerable 
Quantities were so carried until the Trade arose to India in the direct Manner I 
have spoken of. 

Are you at all acquainted with the Demands that may exist in Mexico and 
Peru for Goods 

As to Mexico I know nothing. Peru, I concdve'that my Observations as to 
Chili and Buenos Ayres apply equally to. 

What are the Exports from South America to India ? 

They have hitherto chiefly been Copper and Silver, the latter principally in 
Specie ; I conceive there is scarcely any other Article of Produce of South 
America that is adapted to the Indian Markets, in as much as it is chiefly raw 
Produce. • 

A re ther& no precious Stones ? 

There are ho precious Stones, I believe, of any Consideration in those Parts of 
South America I have spoken of. v 

Have the free States of South America increased in Population and Wealth 
since the Establishment of their Independence ; 

I should think not ; because from the Beginning of their Attempts to throw ofi^ 
the Dominion of Spain, there has been a continual War carried on by them 
against the Spanish Authorities remaining in the Continent. 

When that Country becomes more settled, is there likely to be an increased 
Demand for British Manufactures ? 

I have never doubted that for a Moment. 

There was formerly a great Export of British Commodities sent out 
there ? , 

There was ; and it has been increasing ever since I have been engaged in the 
Trade. 

Is there no Demand for Tea in South America ? 

Tea is very little used by the Spanish Americans. 

Do they grow Coffee there ? • 

They do not ; they are amply supplied from the*Brazils. 

Has there been no Coffee carried from India ? 

I am not aware of any Instance of that Kind. 

Are you aware of any Advantage that Vessels belonging to the United States 
would have, in carrying on a I’rade from South America to India, over British 
Vessels, supposing British Vessels to be admitted to that Trade free from all 
Restriction ? 

I think the Vessels of both Nations would be perfectly on an Equality. 

• 

Do you conduct your Trade in British-built or American Vessels ? 

Always by British-built Ve^els to and from this Country to South America. 

The Witness is directed to withdraw. 

Ordered, That this Comnuttee be adjourned to Thursday next. Twelve 

o’clock. 
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IHe Joms, iS^JuKi 1820 . 


The MAltQtTESS of LANSDOWKI^ in the Chair.« 


CHAtll£S CtlAKT Esquire Is called in, and further examined 

* as follows : 

C. Grant, Bs^. Are there any other Points connected with the excluMVe Privileges enjoyed 
' by die East bidn 'Company, dther si respecting their Trade with the Port of 

Canton &t di^r Trade with die Oondnent of India, ufxm which you would 
think it desirable to add to what you haWe stated upon a former Day ? 

I certainly think there are such Points, and not a few ; but they must embrace 
a considerable Detail, and require the Production of various Documents with 
which I am not now furnished : nor do 1 think I should do Justice to the Subject, 
if, unthout having contemplated a general Exposition of it, or knowing perfectly 
hH the Objeetions tately advance againsit the Company, I were to enter at nresent 
into the foil Discussion which I apprehend would be requisite ; but if tnere is 
Time given to review and to digest the various Tofncs, I shall be happy to have 
the Honour of attending the Committee on a future Occasion, in order to state 
them more particularly : at present I will only indicate the general Heads. I beg, 
indeed, to prenuse, that I concave there is hardly any Branch of the Enquiry now 
instituted relative to the Eastern Trade in which the India Company is not either 
directly or coUaterally concerned, and therefore’‘that they may have Observations 
to make, and I should hope will he permitted to make them, upon every Point 
which la& recently been brougltt forward respecting that Trade. I would beg 
Leave to add also, that although the East India Company are by thdr last Charter 
privileged in the exclusive Trade to Cbiiu for the Term of that Charter, and 
they canndt, in Justice to their own Body, or to the Country, consent to relin* 
smy P^ of thsd Privilege s yet neither myself, nor I believe the other 
Sectors of the Company^ Wra to stand before the Public nakedly upon 
the Ground of l^vUega ^ tatiier tp be allowed to justify both the Con* 
duct and thel^eWs of toe East kn£a Company, in relatfon to the whole of this 
Subject. 

I dull DowbM Leave to indicate the Heads t<^Fint of all, the present State of 
the Free Trade from Europe to the East Indies, particularly with respect to any 
Exportations of British MaifUiaecul^ tliither<'‘.*fiext, the Trade to China, the 
Company’s and that of Individuals from British India— 'the Danger to which 
AeC^panyb to Chfoa has been at TinWe exflbaed, ffom the 

Conduct of British Subjects at Canton, and the arbitrary Nature of that Gdvehb 
inent— the further Privileges now speculated on by private Merchants and others, 
in the Trade to Canton— the American Trade to China, to the Eastern Island^ 
and India generally —the supposed Facilities for increasing the British Trade in 
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ifli6 'Mjtntisy 'C0!<3^ ^hHik, ahSl l^rts— the IVade ftdta. China to 

*(jjjh^diilflai^ ih ^6 df xek, tend i!he. Conduct of the East 

India Com^atky with if^pfect *10 the Mknag;etrient of thdi* Trade to China — the 
Sapping they employ in that Trade, and other C ir cum stances which come under 
Observation in the Course of such an Enquiry, as well upon this Head as upon 
tbb others which I have enumerate. 

[Mr. Grant is informed by the Chahrmitn, that as he does hot feel himself 
prepared at this . Moment to state to the Commtttee the Views of the Direc* 
tors with regard to i^rious Pbidts above Stated, the Committee Will, at 
the First Meeting subsequent to their Adjournment, examine either him, 
the Chairman, and Deputy Chairman, or any other Person whom they 
may suggest as best fitted for the Purpose, on the different Subjects 
referred to.] 

Have you understood that a considerably increasing Demand ibr British 
Cotton Manufactures has lately arisen in China ? 

I cannot say that I am particularly informed upon that Subject : I confess I 
have a good deal of Distrust about it, but it is one qf the Things into which I 
mean to enquire particularly. The Company themselves have, in the Course of 
some past Y ears, made several Consignments of British Cotton Piece Goods to 
Canton, which have by no Means answered ; but they are still disposed to 
go oh making these Trials, in order to see whether they can establish a Trade in 
any Article of that Kind ; and if the Committee require it, an Account of those 
Adventures shall be transmitted to them. 

Mr. Grant is desired to furnish sdeh Accouht. 


The Witness proce^ ak follows : 

I requeh to make some Observ^ohs oh my fofftier Evld^cei. B having been 
observ^ to me, that in assuming the Importations of Tea on the Continent of 
Europe at Ten Millions of Pounds per Annum, 1 had taken the Amount too 
high: I have endeavoured jo retrace the Procefe by which I was led to that 
Assumption, but ckd find aVnoh^my Papers no Calculation relative to the Sub- 
ject, hof I'ecal with Certainty ^the Data I Employed. Poshly, I may . have been 
infiuenced by an Average Of *many Yeare, ^'ing hack beyond the Period of the 
Coftimutiitton Act, before which the hhpdrtatitms of Tea into Fdm^ Europe 
Were ffiuch larger than they jiave been of late Years ; and I believe I did not 
oofisidtsr the unofficial and vkryin^ Accounts obtained from the Continent, as coi> 
t^ing the Whole of the Importations :. but an Officer of the India House lias 
since, at my Instance^ formed j firOfo all the Materials fo Which We have hoW Ac- 
cess, a View of the Tea Iinportatidiis oh the CofiiffiitriM for the Ye^ ; tbA it 
brings out the Amouitt to abotkt Ten SlilBofiSWf Fbtfods;^ I beg feave tO lay i|i4t 
Paper before the ComAntteej obserirhlg that it doel ndf stahe aifi Averigb, bitt 
only the Importations of the last Year. 

The Witness delivers in the Account, which is read, and is as follows : 


C, Grants Esq^ 


“ Mem. 
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C (jiantf Es(f, 


“ Mem, — By a Statement received from Rotterdam, it appears that the 
• Quantity of Tea imported into the Kingdom of the Nether* 
lands, in the Year 1819, was as follows : 


• ’ Chests 

In the Evidence of Mr. Rickards, page 10, the above Quantity 
is stated as imported in 1819, of which, 3,512 Chests is by 
the Ship Maria Priomeria, which is supposed to be a Por- 
tuguese ; and, as the Exportations from Canton in Portuguese 
Ships are added below, that Cargo is here deducted 

72,299 

3.512 

Chests • 

68,787 

By Paper appended to Mr. Rickards’ Evidence, it ap- 
pears that there were exported from Canton in 

1818-19, which, it is presumed, arrived in the 

Calendar Year 1819, for Foreign Europe, 

per 9 Portuguese Ships - - Chests 34,228 

and per 3 French Ships - - - 13,032 

47,260 


Chests 

I 16,047 

And if these Chests are calculated to contain 74 Pounds each, as 
stated by Mr. Rickards, the Quantity will be - Pounds Weight 
By other Statements received from the Continent, not included 
by Mr. Rickards, it appears that there were imported into 
Copenhagen in the Year 1819 

And into Hamburgh in the same Y ear - . . 

8,587,478 

70,762 

1,003,084 

Total imported into Foreign Europe in 1819 - lbs. 

9,661,324 

Mr. Rickards’ Account of the Tea exported from Canton in 
1818-19, consists of 96,826 Chests by Twenty-four Ships, 
which, at 74 Pounds per Chest, is equal to - Pounds Weight 
Mr. Goddard in his Evidence supposes that the Americans re- 
exported from the United States to Foreign Europe 

7,165,124 

2,200,000 

Pounds Weight --j 

9,365,124 


?rom the combined Statements received from the Continent, and those con- 
tained in Mr. Rickards’ Evidence, the Quantity of Tea imported into Foreign 
Europe in the Year 1819, is computed at Pounds Weight 9,661,324 ; and from 
the combined Statements of Mr. Rickards and Mr. Goddard, that Quantity 
amounts to Pounds Weight 9,365,124. 

But in the above Computation the Weight of the Chest is taken at 74 Pounds, 
being the average Weight of the Chest intended for European Consumption ; hut 
if the average Weight of all the Chests exported by the Americans from Canton 
is taken, the Weight of a Chest should be computed at 76^ Pounds Weight ; 
at which Weight the Quantity imported into Foreign Europp in the Year 1819 
by the first Statement, would be. Pounds Weight 9,95i,44’i j and by the Second 
Statement, 9,607,189. 

By the Statements received from the Continent, the annual Consumption of the 
Kingdom of the Netherlands is computed at about 30,000 Chests, and that there 
remained unsold at Amsterdam, Rotterdam, Middleburgh, and Antwerp, about 

118,000 
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.1 1 8*000 Chests of Tea in the Month of May 1820, or nearly Four Years Con- 
sumption on Hand. The Importation into Sweden is only stated at Pounds 
Weight 335,000, and which ^antity is computed as equal to Seven or Eight 
Years Consumption. 

By a Statement received from Havre de Grace, it appears that from the Be- 
ginning of the Year 1816 to the End of May 1820, Four Years and Five Months, 
the Quantity imported into France was as follows ; 

English Pounds. 


Into Bourdeaux ... 88,000 

Nantes - - - 55,000 

Marseilles • - . - 44,000 

Rochelle ... 11,000 

Havre de Grace - - 63,039 


Total English Pounds - 261,039 


By the Appendix to Mr. Rickards’ Evidence, it appears that in the Year 
1818-19 ThYee French Ships exported from Canton 13,032 Chests of Tea, 
which, at 74 Pounds each, is equal to Pounds Weight 964,368. It is true there 
are other Ports in France, besides the above Five, into which Tea may have 
been imported ; but it cannot be considered probable, that if those Five Ports 
only consumed about 60,000 or 70,000 Pounds per Annum, the other Ports 
could consume about 900,000 Pounds Weight in the last or the present Y car, 
which must be presumed to be the Fact if the Importations from Canton in 
French Ships are supposed to be for the Consumption of France only ; but as it 
appears that in the Netherlands there were about 8,732,000 Pounds Weight 
unsold in May last, it may be presumed that at' least some Portion of the Im- 
portations into the Netherlands, France, and Sweden also, were destined ultimately 
for the surreptitious Supply of England, Scotland, Ireland, and the Islands of 
Guernsey, Jersey, &c. 


It may be also observed, that in the'Period stated by the Parties examined, of 
the American Trade with China, namely, from 1804-5 1817-18, Three of 

those Years, 1812-13, 1813-14, and 1814-15, appear to have been influenced 
by the War between England and the United States, and one of those Years, 
1808-9, by the Embargo laid on tlie American Ports by an Act of its own Go- 
vernment. In those Four Years the total Number of Ships imported into China 
was Twenty-five, and the total Value of the Exports thereon, was Dollars 
2,000,000, deducting these from the Total of the Years 1804-5 *814-15 in- 

clusive ; and the average annual Number of Ships imported previous to the Year 
1815-16 was 32, and the average annual Value of the Exports thereon was. 
Dollars 4,028,286. The average annual Number of Ships imported into China 
from America in the Years 1815-16, 1816-17, and 1817-18 was 36, and the 
annual average Value of the Exports thereon was. Dollars 5,566,666. So that 
the average Increase to the American Trade with China, both for European and 
American Consumption, in the first Three Years after the European and Ame- 
rican Peace, amounts to little more than One Million and a Half of Dollars per 
Annum.” 


The Witness then proceeds as follov.'s : 

Upon Enquiry I find that the formal Appointment by the United States of a 
Consul at Canton, and his Admission there by the Chinese Government, Points 
of which I had not a distinct Impression when I gave my Evidence, are noticed 
in the Company’s Records. 

The Witness is directed to withdraw. 

3 E 


C. Grant, Esq. 
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WILLIAM SIMONS, Esq. is called jn, and examined as follows : 

Wm. Smotu Esc. You have been for some Time in the Employ of the East India Company ? 

* I have. 

What Situations have you filled in their Service ? 

I am Clerk to the Committee of Warehouses, which Committee has the. ge- 
neral Management of the Company’s Commerce. 

How long have you filled that Situation ? 

I have been Clerk to the Committee about -Six Years. 

Have you filled any Situations in the Company’s Service abroad ? 

Never. 

What Situation did you fill before you were Clerk to the Committee of 
Warehouses ? 

I have been in the Commercial Branch all my Life. 

During the Period of your Employment in the Company’s Service, have you 
had an Opportunity of observing tne State and Progress of the Company’s 
Trade with the Port of Canton ? 

In a considerable Degree, certainly. 

Can you state to the Committee what, during that Period, has been the 
Mode in which the Company have made their Investments of British Produce 
or Manufiictures for the Chinese Market, as to Quantity and Selection of 
Articles ? 

The chief Article is Woollen Cloth, of which the Company have exported 
more than the Market required, which I prove from its having sold at a Loss, 
at a considerable Sacrifice. The Woollen Branch may be said to be divided 
into I'wo principal Parts ; One con.si.sts, of superfine Broad Cloths, made of 
Spanish Wool, the other consists of coarser Goods, made of British Wool 
altogether. Now the Cloths made of Spanish Wool have been more in De- 
mand and more liked than those made of British Wool. The Conjpany have 
submitted to a very great Sacrifice in selling the Goods made of British Wool, 
to an Amount frequently exceeding rfioo,ooc Sterling a Year Loss upon the 
British Woollen Goods. Since the Renewal of the Charter, in the Year 1813, 
the Company have seen it right to reduce the Quantity of Woollen Goods made 
of British Wool, in order to raise the Price on the other Side; and at pre- 
sent the Practice is to increase the fine Goods made of Spanish Wool, and to 
decrease those made of British Wool, on account of the high Price of British 
Wool lately, and the great Loss entailed upon the Company. 

Has there been a Loss or a Gain on those made of Spanish Wool ? 

Those made of Spanish Wool sell now • rather at a Profit. 

Since the Renewal of the Company’s Charter, has there been a Loss or a 
Gain upon the Cloth made of Spanish Wool ? 

Probably neither a Loss nor a Gain ; until lately they have sold for what 
they cost. As far as my Memory serves me, the Loss has been upon the coarse 
Goods made of British Wool. 

Has the Company been gaining more within this Year or Two upon Cloth 
made of Spanish Wool, notwithstanding they have increased the Quantity of 
such Cloth exported? 

Yes, owing to the very low Price at which Spanish Wool has been to be 
bought for this Year or Two. Spanish Wool h^ been for the last Two Years 
a perfect Drug in the Market, and is* now. British Wool for the last Twelve- 
month has certainly fallen agmn. 

At 
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At what Time did the Company make the Redaflion to which yOn allude, Simom, £3.9, 

Ih’ the Amount of British Woollen Goods exported, in consequence of the high 

l*rifce of British Wool ? 

It has been gradually done ; but I do not know that the Company would 
have done ii, notwithstanding the Loss; the Hong Merchants were dissatisfied 
at taking so many long Ells, and begged they might not be sent. 

Was there any one Period when the British Wool was dear and the Spanish 
Wool cheap ; did they not rise and fall together ? 

That certainly was not the Case. I only know the Price of Wool from acci- 
dem<<^l Intercourse with the Manufacturers. The Company are not Wqol 
Dealers, but we know generally what the Price of Wool is; from buying 
Woollen Goods almost every Week. 

Did the Redudtion to which you allude, in the Investment of British Woollen 
Go('(!s, produce the Result you state to have been expefted from it, in raising 
the Price on the other Side, by which the Committee understand to be meant 
the Chinese Market ? 

It has raised the Price of Serges from Seventy-five to Eighty, that is, one Part 
in Fifteen, but not of coarse Broad Cloths. 

What manufactured Goods besides Woollen Cloths has the Company ex- 
ported, by way of Experiment or otherwise, to China, during the Period you 
have been acquainted with their Commerce ? 

A Variety of Manchester Goods have been sent, but they were disapproved, 
and almost every new Thing that has been sent out has been disapproved ; the 
China Merchants take any experimental Article at the Invoice Cost, and say, 
pray do not send any more. 

Has this been the Case with respect to Cotton Goods ? 

It has been the Case with respedt to Cotton Goods, but not Printed Cotton. 

Goods, which seems to be the present Objed of Consideration. The India 
Company have sent out coatse Manchester Cotton Goods, which have been very 
unfortunate, but not printed Goods ; the Company have sent out an Adventure 
of Cotton Goods to China in the last Year, in Imitation of the Canton Manu- 
fadures ; Patterns of Chir^ Cloth were obtained, and sent to Manchester, and 
they were direded to make the Goods as much like them as they could, and some 
Quantities are gone out. 

Did the Company employ various Manufacturers in Manchester, or what House 
in Manchester ? 

. They were provided through Two Houses in London, Messrs. Rankin and 
Messrs. Stirling. 

To what Amount ? 

They had an Order for, I think, ^5,000 worth each, but they could not be 
got ready i.a Time. The Workmen at Manchester did not like the Article, not 
being accustomed to it, and could not get it done. I believe not above Four or 
Five thousand Pounds worth are gone out, but the Remainder are to go out the 
nexrYear. 

The Goods were required to be of an unusual Make ? 

Exadly to resemble the Chinese Goods, which they were not accustomed to, 

, and they eould not get them. made. 

Was this for Canton only ? 

Some of them are going out to India also. 

If those Goods should sell in China at the Piices at which siinilar Goods of 
that Country sell, will they afford a considerable Profit ? 

So f ar as we could judge from the Prices transmitted by the Company ; Man- 
chester Goods were much cheaper, and the Prospeft is that they will afford a 
Profit. 


Do 
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Do you conceive that any Injury would arise to the Commerce of tjte East 
India Company if British Ships were permitted to export British Produce and 
Manufactures to China, and to take Cargoes of China Produce, Tea excluded, in 
Return, for the European Market? 

I apprehend, so far as respefts the Commerce of the Company, they not 
dealing in any Article of the Produce of China, except Tea, Raw Silk, and 
Nankeens, that no Injury would accrue to the Company's Commerce from 
such a Trade, meaning to limit myself to Mercantile Profit and Loss upon it j 
but I apprehend very great Danger from the IntroduQion. of British Seamen 
and Ships into China ; my Reason is principally from the Apprehensio^of 
Variances and Disputes with the Chinese Authorities and People. All the World 
can trade in China Raw Silk, Nankeens, and every thing but Tea, so that the 
Trade cannot possibly be more open than it is, in those Articles. London is at 
this Time entirely overstocked with China Raw Silk and Nankeens j they cannot 
be sold at all ; there are Eight hundred thousand Pieces of Nankeen Cloths at 
this Time in the Company's Warehouses. London is full of Chinese Manu- 
faftures. 

Do the Company derive any Profit from their Trade in Nankeens ? 

Occasionally ; a few Thousand Pounds a Y ear. 

« 

Are they now deriving any Profit from that Trade ? 

At present Nankeens are not to be sold at all, there are so many in 
London. 

Do they derive any Profit from their I'rade in Raw Silk ? 

Yes, a considerable Profit, occasionally. 

Do the Company derive any Profit from the Supply of other European 
Countries with Nankeens or Raw Silk ? 

The Nankeens are chiefly exported, the Raw Silk is chiefly used for Home 
Consumption. 

From the Nankeens which are exported do you conceive the Company do 
derive any considerable Profit ? 

Not a considerable Profit, some Profit ; the whole thing is not of considerable 
Magnitude ; the greatest Dealers in Nankeens are the C’aptains and Officers of 
the Company’s Sliips ; it is their Privilege to bring such Things, and they do 
bring them in great Quantities at this I'ime, more than can possibly be sold. 
London is chiefly supplied now with China Rav' Silk from India, taken in Re- 
turn for Indian Goods sent to China. 

Supposing British free Ships to be allowed to export Tea from Canton for 
other European Countries, leaving the Monopoly of the East India C'oinpany 
untouched in Great Britain, do you suppose any considerable Injury would arise 
to the Commerce of the East India Company from such Permission ? 

Very little Tea is exported from London to the Continent of Europe; the 
North of Europe is at present supplied by the Americans. I apprehend the 
Consumption of Tea upon the Continent is somewhere about Three millions 
of Pounds annually, somewhere about the' Value of ^€*250,000 Sterling ; 1 have 
no very good Document upon it, but it has been my Business to instrudf myself 
upon that Point. Tea is consumed in Holland, in Denmark, and in Sweden, 
very little any where else ; very little in Austria, little in France, and almost 
none in Spain or Italy. It is not to be supposed that so maritime a People as 
the Dutch, who have Possessions in India, particularly in the Eastern Islands, in 
which they are very jealously increasing their Authority, will suffer the Ameri- 
cans or English, or anybody else, to supply them with Tea in future, while their 
own Seamen and Ships are lying. idle; it was not their former Praftice; on the 
contrary they were great Importers of Tea, for the Purpose of selling it to 
the English East India Company, if they wanted it, or for the Purpose of being 
smuggled into this Country, if they could find Opportunity j there was always 
a large Stock of Tea at Amsterdam in former Times, ^rought in Dutch Ships. 

. The 
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The Dailies have SetHements in India, and at Copenhagen there are Two Simons, £»> 

italic Companies, very vigilant indeed in looking after their own Interests and 

Affairs, and it cannot be supposed they will let Foreigners supply them with 
Asiatic Goods. The Swedes always supplied themselves with Teas, and had a 
Trade with China to a considerable Extent j indeed they were the first to intro- 
duce the Use of large Ships, which the East India Company adopted from them, 
and now continue. We need not speak of the Americans, because they have 
shut British Ships out by their new Aft of Navigation, but the Inference I pre- 
sume to draw is, the Countries of Europe will all supply themselves ; America, 
whieh is the greatest Consumer of Tea next to England, will supply itself ; and 
when the free Traders shall have brought their Tea to Amsterdam, or to Ham- 
burgh, and cannot sell it, what are they to do with it ? they must do one or other 
of Two Things, either, by Persuasion or by Influence, get the East India Com- 
pany to buy It of them, or else smuggle it into Scotland and Ireland. 

What Portion of the Tea which you have stated to be the Consumption of 
luirope is supplied by the East India Company, if any ? 

A very smajl Proportion. 

Is there any Probability that such Proportion will be increased ? 

I think not. In the First Place, the East India Company sustain a Loss upon 
their Exports to Cliina ; the Foreigners sustain no Loss of that Sort, because 
they take Opium or Silver, and very little Goods. Opium is contraband, but 
still it gets into China without a great deal of Difficulty : the East India Com- 
pany do not trade in Opium at all, by reason of its being prohibited by the 
Laws of China. The Company’s Ships are navigated somewhat dearer than Fo- 
reign Ships ; they are more defensible, and in Time of War sail from China 
without Convoy. The Advantage of tiiose Ships was seen in the Year 1795, by 
Government taking a whole Fleet from the Company and fitting them out as Men 
of War. If they had been small Ships, Linois, in the Year 1805, would have 
taken every one of them, whereas they were enabled to beat off a Fleet of French 
Ships of the Line. I merely instance these as Reasons why larger Ships, tliough 
they appear to be dearer, are not in the End dearer. The Company’s Ships 
are navigated by I\'rsons of better Condition than others ; by the younger Sons 
of better Families, of better Rank in Society. Another Reason why the Com- 
pany cannot sell so cheap is, that they keep an Establishment in China at some 
Expence. Accidental Traders going there would benefit by the Advice and 
Assistance of the Company’s Sert(ants, and pay no Part of the Establishment : 
the Company’s Supercargoes would give them Advice, no doubt, and assist them ; 
it would be their Duty to do it, and they would do it, but still the Company 
must pay the whole Expence. The Americans have a Consul there, a Gentle- 
man of the Name of Wilcox, and are at some considerable Expence, I under- 
stand, for their Establishment. The Company’s Teas are all of the best Quality; 
they pick the Market, and take none but the best ; the Foreigners buy those 
which the Company have refused, and of course buy there, cheaper. The People 
on the Continent and in America are content to drink a worse Sort of Tea. 

There is one other very material Reason why the Company cannot sell so cheap 
as Foreigners, that the Company are bound by Law to keep a Year’s Stock of 
Tea always on hand : the Object of that, no doubt, was in case of any acci- 
dental Suspension of the Trade for a Twelvemonth, either by the Enemy being 
stronger at Sea in Time of War, or from any Dispute or Misunderstanding with 
the Chinese Authorities, there should be no Want of the Article. I calculate the 
Value of that Surplus Stock at Three Millions Sterling ; the Interest on Three 
Millions Sterling is 150,000 a Year ; the Warehouse Rent, Taxes, and an 
Equivalent for Risk of Fire, I take at j^3o,ooo a Year (there is the Risk of 
Fire all that Time although the Company are thdr own Insurers) ; and the Green 
Teas are somewhat the worse for keeping : from all which Delays and Expences 
small Ships supplying the Continent of Europe would be free ; they would bring 
their Teas, and sell them immediately. The East India Company being bound 
to put up their Teas at prime Cost and Charges, of course, as Merchants, include 
( 4 -.) 3 F Interest 
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JHit. Simons, Esq. Interest as Part' of the Charges, which makes the Teas aj^ear dearer. ^ From all 

these Points 1 conclude the Company cannot supply the Continent with Tea in 

competition with free Traders. 

If then the Continent of Europe is supplied with a very small Portion of Tea 
at present by the East India Company, and from the Circumstances under which 
the Trade is carried on, there is no Probability of that Quantity being increased 
for the future, is it of any Importance to the Commercial Interests of the Com- 
pany whether the Remainder of that Supply is furnished in British or in Foreign 
Ships ? 

So far as regards the Supply of Tea, it can be of no Importance to the India 
Company ; but as it regards the Mode in which that Tea is to be obtained, 
■whether by British Subjects or by Foreigners, I think that it is very material. 

In the latter Part of your Answer, do you not refer to political Considerations 
exclusively ? 

To public Considerations. I apprehend the uncontrouled Introduction of 
British Ships and Seamen into China would lead to Difficulties which, perhaps, 
might bring Ruin upon the whole British Trade. I fear it would be so from 
my reading ; I have no personal Knowledge upon the Subject, not having been 
in China. The Chinese Laws for the Government of the Conduct of all Persons 
frequenting Canton are extremely strict, and in Cases of TIoinicide, however ac- 
cidental, the Laws are cruel in the highest Degree, and altogether unsuitable to 
European Maxims and Principles. I have heard, that in the Case of the Ship 
Lady Hughes, the Gunner was firing a Salute upon some puldic Occasion, the 
Chinese Boats were lying about, and by Accident the Wadiling struck a Man 
and killed him, and also hurt another, who eventually died from the Hint ; it 
w'as perfectly accidental ; the Chinese Authorities, however, .topped the Trade, 
and threatened to seize all the Foreigners in the Port, and pariicularly the (!!hief 
of the English Factory. After a good deal to do, they were constrained to give 
up this unhappy Gunner to the Chinese Authorities, doing all that .Men could do 
to save his Life: the Local Authorities gave them Reason to suppose that his 
Life would be spared ; but they said they must refer it to the Emperor. The 
late Emperor, Kien Long, was considered to be a very humane Man, but the 
Emperor’s Edict was, that as the Foreigners had killed Two of his Subjects, he 
would manifest his unbounded Goodness and Mercy, by requiring the Life of 
only One of the Strangers, and therefore he ordered that the Gunner should be 
put to Death, and he was strangled accordingly, although it was admitted on all 
Hands that the Cause of Offence was a perfect Accident. 

How long ago was this Instance 

About Thirty Y ears ago. About Eight or Nine Y ears ago there was a Ship 
lying in the China River moored with I'wo Hawsers ; a Chinaman came in a Boat 
with an Axe to cut one away ; the Man on Deck told him to keep oft, but he 
would not, upon which the Man on Deck took up Fire Arms and fired, not at 
the Man, nor meaning to do it, nor did he hit him, but the Man in his Fear fell 
overboard and was drowned ; his Friends set up the Appeal of Blood, as they 
call it, and it cost about i^’2o,ooo in Bribes to get the Matter suppressed, whidi 
was paid by the Hong Merchants. A Third Case occurs to me, of a S<-aman, 
who was intoxicated, beating a Chinese Porter with a Stick ; the Chinese Porter 
was not sober himself. From Bruizes andTntoxication the Chinaman died, and 
his Countrymen brought his Body and put it against the English Factory, and 
insisted on having some Englishman (they did not care who) given up; — it 
was to keep up their own Character with the Emperor. That was referred to 
the Emperor, but the Authorities at Canton had been bribed with a very large 
Sum of Money — it was said 80,000 Dollars — and the Result was, that the Re- 
port to the Emperor alledged the Man’s Death to have been caused by the Fall 
of a Piece of Wood which had been incautiously placed to prop open an upper 
Window of the English Factory. A Fine was inflicted upon somebody of Twelve 
Tales, amounting to .^4 ; so that any Homicide may be got over for Money, 

provided 
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provided an Appeal ia prevented being made by the Family. The Inference I Simms, Et/j. 

would take the Liberty of suggesting from this is, that the East India Company — 

having a permanent Establishment or Houses and Warehouses, and tangible Pro- 
perty, in China, to a large Amount, in case of any Dispute with other British 
Subjects, the India Company would be sure to stand in the Gap — to make up 
all public Grievances — and therefore the Danger to the Company of uneducated 
British Subjects going out as Masters of Ships, possibly hot-headed and un- 
thinking Men, who might get into those Difficulties. 

Is not the East India Company bound by Law to expose to Sale in each Yt.'ar 
a Quantity of Teas, in Quantity and Quality similar to that which was sold during 
the preceding Year ? 

Certainly, to supply the Sales fully. 

Have the East India Company, since the passing of that Law, exposed for 
Sale Teas in Quantity and Quality in each Year correspondent to the Sales in the 
preceding Year ? 

Certainly ; the Sales are increasing. 

Have tlje East India Company exposed to Sale Tea of the same Quality and 
in equal Quantities that was sold at the Sale of the preceding Year, in each Year 
since the passing of the AQ. of the 24 George 3. Cap. 38. ? 

The Company have substantively complied with the A£t, perhaps not in minute 
Divisions of every Kind of Tea, if that is required. 

Do not you know that, subsequently to the passing of the AB, 'l eas were sold 
of a Quality that the Company could not provide a Quantity sufficient of such a 
Quality in the succeeding Years? 

I am nor aware of that Circumstance ; I am not Sware that the Sales Jiave not 
been fully met upon all Occasaons ; the Company are bound by Law to render 
to the Lonls of the 'I'reasury an Account of their Sales of Tea, and of their 
Stocks, and generally of all their Proceedings in reference to Tea, which is done 
whenever it is required. The Tea Trade being of vital Importance to the Com- 
pany, it i-i a SubjedI of every Day’s Consideration with theDireftors ; nothing is 
left to Chance or Accident, as it respedls the providing of Tea or the Sales. 

Have the Accounts, as ordered by the Aft of Parliament, been regularly laid 
before the I.ords of the I'reasury ? 

The Accounts have been sent to the Treasury whenever they have required 
them. 

• 

Arc not you aware that the Accounts -are by Aft of Parliament to be sent to 
the Treasury from Time to Time, without being so required ? 

I thought the Treasury were to require them *, the Praftice however is to send 
them whenever they are asked for ; 1 apprehend they have had none for the last 
Twelve Months. The Impression upon my Mind is, that they are to be rendered 
to the Treasury whenever they are required. 

Is it the Praftice of the Company not to furnish those Accounts to the Treasury 
unless they are required ? 

• Certainly, that has been the Praftice. 

Can the Accounts be furnished to this Committee of the Sales of the East Indi» 

Company, shewing that they have complied with the Aft of Parliament ? 

The Accounts can be furnished, if your Lordships wish to have them. 

Do you consider that if the smuggling of Tea from Europe could be abso- 
lutely stopped, the Company would be more benefited by checking that irregular 
Mode of internal Supply than by supplying the Rest of Europe with the 
Article ? 

As far as I am able to answer that Question, I believe, in point of Faft, there 
is not much smuggling of Tea at this Time ; so long as the Americans or others 
can sell their Tea at Ainsterdam or Hambu|gh for Consumption, they have no 

Occasion 
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fVm. Simons, Esq. Occaaon to smuggle it bto Scotland or Ireland ; and, so far as 1 know, there is 
not at present a Surplus Quantity of Tea upon the Continent. 

Have you taken any Pains to inform yourself whether there is or not a Sur- 
plus Quantity ? 

I have endeavoured to inform myself, and I think there is not. 

Have you had Occasion to crt)8erve that there was any increased Demand for 
Tea on the Continent of Europe during a Diminution of Prices ? 

At the lime of the Restoration of Peace, the Continent being very short of 
Tea, there was a large Exportation of Tea from London for One or Two Years, 
until they could send out their cheaper Ships and get Teas that suited them 
better, but that has ceased ; they were constrained to come to London then, or go 
without Tea altogether. 

To what Extent did that Exportation take place ? 

I have not the Papers with me, but I think in the Year 1814 and 1815 there 
were Three or Four millions of Pounds exported to the Continent. 

Is the Quality of the Teas imported by the East India Company so superior to 
that obtained by Foreigners as to enable you to distinguish smuggled Teas from 
those brought by the Company ? 

No, for frequently the Smugglers bring the very finest 'Peas, so as to put the 
greatest Value into the smallest Space ; but, so for as is known. Smuggling might 
be carried on, if the Vigilance of Government did not prevent it, by Teas bought 
at the India House and exported. The Company’s Teas are as likely to become 
the Objedl of the Smuggler’s nefarious Praftices as any other, I think it is 
probable that many Thousands of the Company’s Chests have been smuggled 
back again in the Course of Time. The Smugglers do not bring Tea in the 
Wooden Package, but they put it into Oil Skin Bags, which can be thrown over- 
board in case of Urgency, and be picked up again. 

If there is this Facility to the Smugglers of exporting the India Company’s 
Teas, and getting the Drawback, and afterwards smuggling them to England, 
do you think the British Subjed’s having a free Trade to China will tend much 
to increase Smuggling into this Country ? 

I have said before that I fear when the British private Trader found his Teas 
lying at Amsterdam or Hamburgh unsaleable, he would be induced to get rid of 
them at any Terms ; I do not mean to say that a Persoa who should go to China 
in the Command of a Private Ship would turn Smuggler, bur that when the 
Private Traders had got large Quantities of Teas which they could not sell in the 
fair Way of Trade, for Consumption on the Continent, they would sell them to 
any Persons who could pay for them. 

Would not that happen etjually if the Americans were to overstock the Mar- 
ket of Europe as if the English Subjeds were ? 

No Doubt of it j I do not impute to the 'Captains of British free Traders the 
Charafter of Smugglers. 

Do not the Accounts of the East India Company specify the Qualities or Value 
of the several Kinds of Tea exported to Europe ? 

The Company know what particular Tea is exported, and what is used for 
Home Consumption ; but they do not know to what Place it is so exported ^ 
that is an Affair of the Excise. 

They know the Quantities of each Description ? 

Certainly. 

Is the Duty advanced when Tea is bought for Home Consumption ? 

None is sold for Exportation specially j but when a Tea-dealer buys a Lot of 
Tea, he has his Option, for a certain Length of Time, of disposing of it either 
for Exportation or for Home Consumption. If the Duty is not paid by a certain 
Time, he declares it to be for Exjmrtation, and pays no Duty. 

In 
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In the Accounts given to the Treasury, or that ought ^to be given to thq Trea- 
sury in each Year, are the various Quantities of Bohea, Congo, Campoy, Sou- 
chong, J’ccco, Twankay, Hyson Skin, Hyson, Young Hyson, and Gunpowder 
sold in the preceding Year set forth ? 

Every Kind of Tea is shewn distinctly j not exactly those Teas, for the Com- 
pany do not deal in One or Two of them : that called Young Hyson is a second 
Sort of Hyson, which the Company do not sell. 

Have you ever seen any of the Tea imported into Europe by the Russian 
Caravans ? 

I have not ; but it is understood to be very fine Tea, chiefly the finest Hyson 
or Gunpowder T'ea, made up into Balls. 

'I’he Witness is directed to withdraw. 


FRANCIS HASTINGS TOONE, Esq. is called in, and examined as 
• follows : 

You have been in the Service of the East India Company ? 

For Fifteen Years. 

In what Capacity ? 

As a Suj)crcargo at Canton ; 1 left Canton in the Month of Decem- 

ber last. 

Will you state to the Committee what Observations you have made during 
that Period, upon the State and Progress of the Company*s Trade with the Port 
of Canton ? 

'File Export of I'ea has increased, I should suppose, from Twenty-four to 
Twenty-six Milli()ns of Pounds ; the Export of British Manufactures, 1 should 
think, is railter less than it lias been formerly — a large Quantity was sent out, 
and was exported at a considerable Loss : the Object of the Company now is, 
to export as much of all Kinds as will meet the Cost and Charges on 
them. 

To wliat Circumstance do you attribute the Loss which you state to have 
been sun'cn.‘d by the Company in the Export of British Manufactures ? 

Forcing the i’rade beyond riic Demand. 

You are of Opinion then, that the Demand for British Manufactures has» 
upon the whole, rather diminished than increased during the Period of your 
(ibservatiou in China ? 

1 am not prepared to say that the Demand has diminished, but that a Quantity 
was sold that was sold at a Loss by the Company during their last Charter ; the 
same Quantity would find a Sale now at reduced Prices : we find that of. all 
Woollen Manufactures the Sale Prices diminish in proportion as the Quantity is 
increased. 

Can you state to the Committee what are the Restrictions or Regulations, if 
any, on the Sale of British Manufactures in China ? 

They are compelled all to pass through the Hands of licensed Merchants, con- 
sisting, -at present, of Eleven Persons. 1 am not aware of any Prohibition by the 
Chinese Government upon the Import of English Manufactures. 

Does that Body of Merchants deal indifferently with the Owners of the 
Cargoes of Vessels fronx all Countries, or exclusively with the East India 
Company ? 

With the Owners of Cargoes from all Nations that have Permission to trade at 
Canton. 

m 

Ot whiit Nation are the Eleven Persons to whom you have referred ? 

Chinese : they are the Hong Merchants. 
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F.H. Tooxe, £19. During the Period of^your Observation, has the American Trade with the Port 

— — of Canton considerably increased ? 

It was very large the first Year of my Acquaintance with China, in the Year 
1805-6, but it has increased : it w'ent back some Years after that, but it has been 
larger of late than it was ever before. 

To what Circumstances do you attribute that Increase ? 

1 have understood from the American Merchants, that the Consumption of 
Tea in the United States is increasing rapidly ; they also consume a great Quantity 
of Silk, which has been formerly obtained from Europe; the Value of Silk ex- 
ported from the Port of Canton by American Ships, the Year before last, was, I 
think, 3,800,000 Dollars. 

Do you mean manufactured Silk ? 

Principally manufiictured Silk. 

Are you aware whether there is any Law in China prohibiting the Exportation 
of Raw Silk ? 

There is a Regulation limiting the Quantity to be exported in each Ship, but 
which is easily set aside by the Payment of a small Fee to the Custom House 
Officers. 

Have not the Americans exported a considerable Quantity of Tea and other 
Chinese Produce to the Ports of Europe from Canton during the Period re- 
ferred to ? 

I have seen a Statement given in by the American Merchants at Canton, which 
stated, I think, in the Year 1817-18, the Export as equal in Value to 
800,000 Dollars ; in the Year following, to about a Million and a Half of 
Dollars. 

Are you aware whether the Americans have exported any Articles of British 
Manufactures to Canton, and to what Amount ? 

I have heard that they have exported a small Quantity of Woollens, but to a 
very small Amount, within the last Two Years. 

Can you state what the Result of that Speculation was in any Instance ? 

I am not able to state that Point, not having been acquainted with the Per- 
sons concerned in the Adventure. 

Do you conceive the Increase which you have described of the American 
Trade with the Port of Canton to have produced any Effect, injurious or other- 
wise, upon the Commerce of the East India Company ? 

I should say decidedly, that no injurious Effect to the Commerce of the East 
India Company had arisen therefrom. 

Do you conceive that the Circumstance of the Number of foreign J’raders 
frequenting the Port of Canton is at all material to the Interests of the East India 
Company’s Trade with that Port ? 

I should not think they would suffer much from their Competition. I should 
apprehend the principal Risk was from the Difficulty of restraining the Seamen 
not in the regular Service. ^ 

Do you conceive that any peculiar Circumstances attach to British Seamen, or 
to British Trade, which would cause that Trade with the Port of Canton, if per- 
mitted in free Vessels, to be attended with Consequences more injurious than 
that of other Nations? ■' 

During the Course of my Acquaintance with China the Trade has been Three 
or Four Times interrupted seriously by the Disturbances which have occurred 
between British Seamen and Chinese, and I do not recollect any single Instance 
having occurred of IMsturbances between the Seamen of America, or of other 
Foreign Nations, and the Chinese. 

Did those Interruptions occur previously to the Period during which it was 
the Practice for British Seamen to be allowed to come up to Canton at Liberty, 

after 
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after recdving their F^y, in numerous Bodies, or subsequent to that Practice 

being regulated ? . 

One of them, which occasioned a very embarrassing Negotiation with the 
Chbese, occurred subsequent to that. 

Can you state how the last Transaction to which you have adverted ori- 
ginated ? 

Some Seamen, I believe, belonging to the Ship Cumberland, were in Canton, 
between whom and a Chinese a Dispute was said to have arisen, which ter- 
minated in the Murder of the latter. This occasioned a Demand being made 
to the Company’s Servants on the Part ot the Government, that the Murderer 
should be given up for Trial ; every Endeavour was made to discover the 
Offender, but we could not attach sufficient Guilt to any Person, or obtain suf- 
ficient Evidence to justify the Company’s Servants in stating the Name of any 
particular Person to the Chinese, as the one they thought the Offender. I be- 
lieve the Trade was suspended for Six Weeks or Two Months by the Chinese, 
and the Discussion was ultimately settled, if my Recollection serves me right,- by 
the Man whom the Chinese believed to be the Culprit being sent to England, 
with a Promise on the Part of the Supercargoes that the Government of Eng- 
land would cause him to be tried, and, if found guilty, to be punished. The 
Canton Government would not listen to those or to any otfier Terras of Accom- 
modation for upwards of Six Weeks, during which the Trade was entirely 
suspended. 

All those Disturbances originated with Seamen in the Company’s Service, did 
they not ? 

Yesj no other English Seamen frequent Canton. 

Have you not known many English Seamen serving on board American 
Ships ? 

There may be, but I am not able to speak to that Point. 

Can you state whether it is a prevailing Practice in the American Trade for 
the Seamen to have a Share in the Adventure that is undertaken ? 

I have understood it is the Case in some Ships, but I believe not generally ; I 
speak merely from Hearsay on those Points. 

Do you recollect, during your Residence at Canton, any Instances of Disputes 
originating between the American Seamen and the Chinese ? 

1 cannot recollect any. 

There is an American Consul at Canton ? 

There is. 

To him the Chinese Government would apply in case of any Matters of Com- 
plaint arising between them and the American Seamen ? 

Certainly. 

Will you state to what Circumstance you attribute there having been, as you 
have stated,*several Disputes between the Seamen employed in the Service of the 
East India Company and the Chinese Local Authorities, while during the corre- 
sponding Period of Time no Dispute appears to have originated between the 
Americans and the Chinese ? 

The greater Addiction of the British Seamen to Drunkenness than the Ame- 
rican has been a frequent Topic of Remark at Canton j that is the only Cause I 
recollect to which it can be attributed. 

Is there any Circumstance in the Mode in which the Trade of the East India 
Company is carried on, and their Vessels are usually equipped, which would 
render the British Seamen employed on board of them more liable to Ex- 
cess 



( 196 ) 

T. B. Toonr, Eij. ce?s and to Insubordination than in other Branches of Trade, and in other 

Countries ? 

I believe the Company’s Ships get the Refuse of the English Seamen ; their 
Wages are extremely low, and the Length of the Voyage makes it very unpo- 
pular with Seamen. 

Is there not a considerable Proportion of Landsmen on board the East India 
Shi])s ? 

A good many in Time of War, and I dare say now also, since the 
Peace. 

Do you apprehend the American Ships have the Refuse of the American 
Seamen, or prime Seamen ? 

I understand they pay very high Wages. 

Do not you know that the East India Company are frequently in the Habit of 
taking People of very bad Character and Landsmen to make up their Crews in the 
River ? 

I have understood some of the Ships that sailed as late as last Year found 
great Difficulty in getting their Ships manned, and were obliged to take any Men 
they could get. 

Are the East India Company in the Habit of keeping the same Ship’s Company 
together ? 

They are paid off at the End of each Voyage, and dismissed. 

Are they paid every Month, or Two or Three Months’ Wages at a 
Time ? 

I believe they get Two Months Advance before they go, fwo Months more 
in China, and the rest, I believe- when they return j but I am not positive upon 
that Subject. 

Have the Disputes to which you have alluded in no Instance originated with 
the Chinese ? 

I conceive frequently. 

Do you conceive the Factory of the East India Company at Canton to afford 
any Protection or other Benefit to the Vessels and to the Trade of other Nations 
trading with that Port ? 

I should think, by the Opposition the Cotnpany’s Servants have given to 
new Restrictions on the Trade, they have benefited themselves and other 
Nations too, as the Chinese do not make Distinctions between any Nations 
that trade to the Port of Canton j they professedly view them all with an 
equal Eye. 

Is there any Reason why the Factory should not extend that same Degree of 
Protection and Assistance, whatever it may be, which they now afford to the 
Vessels of other States, to British free Vessels also, in the Event of their being 
permitted to trade with the Port of Canton ? 

I conceive that the Owners of such Vessels would undoubtedly reap all the 
Advantage of the Company’s Protection. , 

If a, Sailor belonging to one of those free Traders was to get into a Quarrel 
with the Chinese, would the Chinese look to the India Company for Redress, he 
being a British Subject ? 

They apply* in ^ll Instances, to the East India Company’s Servants, whether 
the Offence be committed by Persons belonging to His Majesty’s Ships, to the 
Company’s Ships, or private Ships, provided they are British. 

Would there be any Objection, in your Opinion, to the Head of the 
Factory at Canton being invested with the Office of ('onsul, in the same 
Manner that that Office is now exercised for the Benefit of the Americans, 

* in 
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in the Event of British free Vessels being permitted to trade with the Port F- Tome, Esq. 
of Canton? , • 

I conceive it would materially tend to prevent Disputes, if the Chief Supercargo 
was invested with the same Power to regulate the Crews of those free Ships which 
he has to regulate those of the Company. 

Do you think that the Price of Teas would be likely to be raised at 
Canton by the British Free Traders being* permitted to engage in that 
■Trade ? 

I should conceive not : I should conceive, after the first Two or Three Years 
of Export, the Trade would not be larger, whether the Free Trader was per- 
mitted to go there or not. If no Free Traders are permitted* to go, the same 
Quantity required by the foreign Nations of Europe would be exported in their 
own Ships. 

Do you not think that the Influence of the East India. Company at Canton has 
contributed to keep down the Price of Tea ? 

I should think it has. 

Would not, therefore, the Diminution of that Influence rather tend to raise 
that Price, by opening it to the Competition of the Free Traders ? 

I should not expect that the Demand for Tea in America or Europe, which is 
likely to appear for a few Years, would raise the Price of Tea. 

Do you conceive that the high Consideration and Influence which the East 
India Company have acquired in the China Market, more than compensates to 
them, in point of Profit, the Inconveniences which may have arisen from the less 
orderly Conduct of the English Seamen, as compared with the Americans, and 
also the Disadvantages which a Company may be suppo.sed to be under, in ac- 
commodating its Exports to particular Wants and Circumstances, as compared 
with the private Trader ? , 

1 should think that British Woollens and Metals, which form the Articles of 
Export of the (Company, could not be supplied so profitably as they are now, 
unless they were in the Hands ot one Body ; that is, the Company’s Servants can 
insure to the Merchants, who are to purchase these Goods, the Quantity which 
w'ill come into the Market at 'I’welve Months after each Sale : the Regularity of 
the Trade enables the Chinese to give, I conceive, the utmost Price the Market will 
warrant. • 

Do you think the Ea.st India Company can furnish Teas for the European 
Market at a cheaper Rate than they are furnished by the Americans? 

I should conceive, though I have not the Means of proving that, that the Com- 
pany buy iheir Teas fully as cheap as the Americans: the Expence of Transport, 
perhaps, is greater in the Instance of the Company’s Ships than of the American 
Ships. 

(km you make any Calculation of the Difference of bringing Teas from China 
to.Europe, including Freight, Insurance, and all Expences, in American Ships and 
in the Company’s Ships ? 

I do not know what the American Rate of Insurance* is : the average 
Freight, 1 understand, of American Ships, is Sixty Dollars a Ton in those Ships 
that come to C.anton ; the American Ton being One-fourth smaller than 
English Ton : the Freight of the Company’s. Ships is about £26 Sterling per 
Ton ; the Insurance, 1 believe, is calculated at Four per Cent. ; but without 
knowing the Rate of the. American Insurance, it .is impossible to make the 
Comparison. 
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F. If. Tome, Eiq. Cannot the America^ Insurance be effected in this Country at the same Rate as 
the English ? 

In point of fact, I believe it is effected in America as low as the Insurance is 
reckoned on the East India Ships in this Country. 

Is there, generally speaking, any material Difference of Quality in the Teas ex- 
ported from Canton by the East India Company, and Teas exported by the 
Americans ? • 

I believe the Bulk of the American Consumption is Green Tea, and a large 
Part of that of a Species not in Estimation in this Country. 

What Species ? 

The Black ahd Green Tea are each divided info Five or Six different 
Species, which have technical Names, some of which are in greater Esti- 
mation than others. I understand that a Ship destined to the North of 
Europe, Holland, or the Mediterranean, would have a Cargo of Teas differently 
assorted. 

Can you state the technical Name of those Teas which you say the v'V.mericans 
import into Europe ? 

One Species of Tea they export, and which we do not, is called by themYoung 
Hyson. 

Dq you conceive the Tea exported by the Americans from Canton, for the 
European Market, to be, generally .speaking, of the same Quality with that ex- 
ported by the East India Company for the British Market ? 

My Persuasion is, that the Tea exported by the Americans is decidedly 
inferior in Quality to that exported by the Company : the Company have the 
Refusal of by far the Majority of the Teas brought to Canton, and select 
the best. 

In consequence of the East India Company, not purchasing the Young Hyson 
in the Port of Canton, is it sold cheaper to the Americans than other Species 
of l ea ? 

In some Years it has been in greater Demand by the Americans than others, 
and the Price has varied considerably : I suppose, if the Company were Com- 
petitors for it, it would be higher in Price. 

Do you know whether the Market of Hindostan has been greatly overstocked 
with British Produce lately ? 

1 have no Knowledge of the Market of Ilindostan but by common Report. 

Have you ever been in the North of China ? 

Yes, I accompanied Lord Amherst on his Embassy. 

Can you give any Information to the Committee respecting the Trade of China 
with the North of Europe through Russia, with resspect to the Articles imported 
or exported, and their Amount ? 

1 have understood, from the verbal Accounts of the Chinese, that a large 
Quantity of Tea, about 40,000 Chests, is sent annually by the Caravan j but I 

do not place great Reliance on that Information. 

• 

Can you state, from the same Species of Information, what Description of 
Articles were^ received in Return ? 

T understand Peltries form the p/incipal. 

Any Articles of British Manufacture ? 

A few Pieces of fine Englisli Cloth reached Canton ; but 1 have been unable 
to get any precise Information witii regard to the Quantity. 


Are 
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Are you aware to what Extent the Manufactures of Europe imported into the Tooae,%q. 
Port of Canton are diffused over the Chinese Empire ? » ■ . . ■ 

We saw English Woollens in all the great Towns through which we passed* 
andT have understood from the Chinese that they are generally dispersed 
throughout the Empire. 

Does it occur to you that there are any Articles of Manufacture not yet ex- 
ported to China that could be exported with Profit ? 

Many new Species have been tried within the last Ten Years, and given up 
when found not to answer. There is an Attempt now making to export Printed 
Cotton Goods, which, to a small Extent, succeeded at first, and which induced a 
larger Export last Year. That Export, 1 understand, was made by Desire of a Chi- 
nese Shopkeeper, who contracted to receive the Goods at a Price w^ich would have 
afi'orded an ample Remuneration ; but on the Arrival of the Goods he refused 
to receive them, the Adventure being found absolutely ruinous. The Person who 
brought the Goods out was obliged to accept a modified Price, and, I understand, 
now he is very doubtful whether the Returns will cover the Expences of -Cost 
and Transport yf the original Adventure. 

If the Trade on the Part of the Chinese were free, do you imagine that Teas , 
might be furnished to the East India Company at a much lower Price ? • 

I conceive they would ; that is, if there were no Hong Merchants. 

Are you aware whether the Trade in the North of China, by Russian Caravans# 
is carried on by means of an exclusive Company, or whether it is free ? 

I believe that it is restricted by the Chinese to the small Town of Kiakta, Htilf 
of which 1 undei stand is Chinese and Half Russian ; but I do not know the 
Regulations by which it is carried on. 

The Witness is directed to withdraw. 

Ordered, Tiiat this Committee be adjourned to Thursday the 17 th of August 
next. 
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Die Lunce, 26 * Fehruarii 1821 

The MARQUESS of LANSDOWNE in the Chair. 


CHARLES GRANT Esquire is called in, and examined as follows ; 

Have the Goodness to inform the Committee, what you consider to be the Charles tirant, lisrj- 
present State of the Free Trade from Great Britain to India ? ~ ~ 

Among other Papers which have been prepared at the India House, to be 
submitted to this Committee, there is an Account of the present State of the 
Free Trade from Great Britain to India, which with other Documents hereafter 
to be mentioned, 1 have now brought to be laid before the Committee. The 
Papers 1 have to submit, consist partly of figured Statements, and partly of 
Observations and Opinions which are hypothetical or , argumentative ; but, as 
far as 1 know, have nothing in them contrary to Truth. 

Whose Observations and Opinions are they ? 

They come from the India House, and wdth the Assistance of Materials 
they are a good deal framed by myself, or by my Direction ; I believe har- 
monising in general with the Opinions of the other Members of the Court, 
though they have not been laid formally before them. As far as I know or 
believe, they contain nothing contrary to the Truth. 

The Witness delivers in the Statement, which is read as follows ; 


“ For elucidating the State and Pro- 
gress of the Commerce between Great 
Britain, India, and China, subsequent 
to the Opening of the Trade of* India 
to the Merchants of the United King- 
dom in 1813-14, Two Statements (vide 
Marghi) were prepared by the London 
('.ustom House, and ordered to be 
printed by the House of Commons the 
10th , July 1820; the First, ‘ An Ac- 
count of the Imports into Great Britain 
from India and China in the Six Years 
•from 5th January 181410 the 5th Ja- 
nuary 1820;’ and the Second, ‘An 
Account of the Exports from Great 
Britain to India and China in the same 
Period.’ 


.Abstract Statement made u}) at the 
Custom House of London. 

IMPORTS INTO GREAT BRITAIN. 

!)£)»•. r ly 15 
.S « 1 1816 
cal 1817 
1818 
1 1819 
V.1820 

Company’^ 

'IVade. 

Free Trade. 

• 

TOTAL. 

7,227,b()3 

7,l.'i*l,130 

7,855,312 

7,36L802 

5,192,804 

5,792,406 

di 

4,06],S92 

5,769,459 

5,703,912 

5,097,748 

7,098,651 

6,297,510 

11,289,555 

12,923,589 

13,559,224 

12,459,550 

12,291,455 

12,089,916 

EXPORTS FROM GREAT BRTIAIN. 

•S S 1 1816 
■g S J 1817 
"^V818 
g’S 1 1819 
I.182tl 

Company’s 

Tr.ide. 

Free 'Frade. 

TOTAL. 

£ 

1.732.720 

1.753,302 

1,539,130 

1,313.-194 

1,250,065 

1,358,327 

£ 

870,177 

1,454.728 

1,868,397 

2,708,025 

B.052,741 

1,650,338 

£ 

2,602,897 

3,208,030 

3,407,527 

4,021.519 

4,302.806 

3,008,665 


These 




( ‘204 ) 


< 'htiiie.s Grant, Etq. “ These Statements do not furnish |he Facts required, because they include the 

Trade both to India and China, without affording the Means for separating the 

Amount of either from the general Amount of the Whole. But it may never- 
. theless be inferred from these Statements, First, that as a very considerable 
Decrease has occurred in the last Year, both in the Exports and Imports, when 
compared with the previous Years of the Period, the Free Trade has been car- 
ried beyond the Bounds of Commercial Discretion ; and Secondly, that as the 
Company’s Trade has decreased during the Increase of the Private i'rade, the 
Speculations on the Part of the Individual Merchants, whether advantageous to 
them or not,gpnay have had, in some Degree, the Effect of injuring the Commer- 
cial Transactions of the Company. 

“ The Goods which the Free Traders carry between India and England, not being 
reported to the Court of Directors, the Particulars of that Intercourse are not 
brought upon the Records of the Company in England ; the Company therefore 
can furnish no other Statements of the Free Trade, than what the Records of 
their Custom Houses in India afford. And as the annual Statements from those 
Records have only been received to the Year of Account from ist May 1817 to 
30th April 1818, the Term of Four complete Years is the most that can at present 
be stated of the Operations of the Free Trade with India, since the Opening of 
that Trade in the Year <814. 


“ From the State- 
ments of those Four 
Years, of which an Ab- 
stract is given in the 
Margin, it certainly ap- 
pears that a very great 
Incrciise took place, botli 
in the Exports and Im- 
ports, between Great 
Britain and India, on 
account of individual 
Merctiants j the Parti- 
culars of all these Im- 
ports from the United 
Kingdom into India art 
stated in Appendix (A.) 
The chief Articles iii 
which a pro'gressive Increase appears are the following ; 

Books, Stationery, Mathematical Instruments, &c. 

Drugs, Medicines, &c. 

Wearing Apparel, Haberdashery, Hosiery, Millinerv. 

Perfumery, &c. 

Woollens. 

Glass, and Earthenware. 

Copper, and Copper Nails. 

Iron and Steel. 

Lead. 

Ironmongery, Braziery, &c. 

Carriages, Saddlery, &c. 

Jewellery, Silver Plate, &c. 

Piece Goods. 

Provisions, Oilman’s Stores, and Ship Chandlery. 

And it is especially to be observed, that with the Exception of Part of the Cotioti 
Piece Goods, Woollens, the Metals, and perhaps a few others of inferior Import, all 
these Articles are calculated exclusively for European Consumption,, which in the 
Nature of^'hings cannot be carried beyond the moderateEuropean Population there; 

and 


Value of Imports into the several Presidencies of India from the United King- 
dom, and of Exports from India to the United Kingdom, in the following 
Years, exclusive of Exports and Imports on account of ilie East India Com-* 
])any, (extracted from the Records of the Company in India). 



IMPORTS. 

EXPORTS. 

— 

Merchandize. 

Trea.sure. 

• 

TOTAL. 

Merchandize. 

Ti ensure. 

TOTAL. 

1814- 15 

1815- 16 

1816- 17 

1817- 18 

i 

Rupees. 

G7,0r»,283 

97,48,847 

1,25,37,29:. 

2,09,00,608 

Rupees. 

5,2.5,127 
12,09,271 
22,68,762 
66, 89, 390! 

Rupees. 

72,31,410 

1,09,58,118 

1,48,06,057, 

2,75,89,998j 

Rupees, 

1,64,07,364 

2.08,66,679 

1.69,6.5,509 

2,29.53,470 

Rupees. 

22,054 

8,313 

Riipcts. 

1,64,29,418 

2,08,74,992 

1,69,85,509 

2,29,53,470 

Ru pet's J 

4,98,93,033 

l,06,92,r)50| 

j 6,05,85,583| 

7,72,13,022 

30,367 

7;;2, 43,389 
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and of which, as will appear, there was a prodigious Glut in all the Indian Charles Grant, Esq. 
Markets. — — 

“ From the -London Custom House Statement of Exports before referred to, 
a further Increase must be expected in the Indian Accounts of Imports from the 
United Kingdom for the Two following Years i8i8>i9 and 1819-20. But as 
there appears in the London Accounts of the Year ending 5th January 1820,, a 
very considerable Decrease in the Exports to India and the Imports from India, 
it may be assumed that the Indian Statements for 1820-21, and the following 
Years, will indicate a similar Decrease. But that the Free Trade to India had 
previously been pushed beyond all the Bounds of Commercial Prudence, or prac- 
ticable Continuance, is most clearly evinced by other Documents besides the above 
quoted. 


“ First, By the Report of External Commerce of Bengal for the Year 1817-18, 
in which arc the following Passages ; 

“ The Markets of India, during the Period under Report, have not warranted 
the least Expectation that the usual Articles of European Export would realize 
even prime Cost, y('t the Supplies into India have continued to an Extent never 
before known. 

“ 'I'liis Influx of I'.uropean Commodities since that Period continuing constant 
and excessive, the Articles have constantly been necessarily disposed of at public 
Outcry, as well as by private Contract, at Prices which cannot have realized 
Half their prime Cost in England. 

“ Such a Glut cannot be ascribed to a Desire on the Part of Individuals here 
to obtain, through this Medium, a Return for Goods sent from hence to England, 
as few who compose the Mercantile Community of this Settlement,’ and who are 
the principal Exporters of the Produce of the East, have received Consignments 
of Goods on their own Account to any Extent worthy of remark. 

“ Nor does it appear that Individuals resident in this Country have been the 
greatest Suilerers by the Depressijn of the Prices of the Europe Articles in the 
Markets of India ; it can therefore only be presumed, that the chief Cau.se which 
has given rise to the great Iinportatioiis during the last Commercial Year from the 
Mother Country, arises from erroneous Notions entertained by those Speculators, 
who, without Jiaying Attention to the Quantity of Goods which had been shipped 
for this Port, subsequently to the Trade with the East being opened on the pre- 
sent extended Scale, wildly persevered in Adventures without a Knowledge of the 
probable Demand or Consumption * ; and, 

“ Secondly, by the Diminution in the Number of Ships and Quantity of Ton- 
nage licensed lor the Indian Trade in the last Year, 1819-20, when compared 
with the Licences in the preceding Three Years j of all which there is an Abstract 


♦ These are Facts general and notorious ; therefore adopted into the Text. 

The Writer adds, “ The naliind Consequence, however, of this continued Glut of the Com- 
modities imported from the United Kingdoms, must be a Facility and Encouragement to the Con- 
sumption amongst the native Inhabitants of India highly beneficial to the future Interests of the 
Mother Country, Woollens and Cottons, both plain and printed, are already become almost 
Necessaries amongst various Classes of native Inht^bitanis, which at former Prices never could liave 
rome into Use ami Habit, will demand a Continuance of their Use when the Market Rates shall 
have attained their natural Level/' Rut this is chiefly mere Matter of Opinion — the Opinion of 
an Individual, not countenanced by the Experience of Two more Years, therefore certainly not to 
be reckoned as Authority. 


K 




Statement 
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Charifs Grniit, Esfj. Statement ill the Margin, 
whence it appears that 
the Quantity of Tonnage 
licensed in the Year 
1819-20, very little ex- 
ceeded Half the average 
Quantity of Tonnage 
licensed in the preceding 
Three Years, 1 8 16- 1 7 to 
1818-19. It is more- 
over probable, that many 
of the Ships engaged in 
the Free Trade to India 
were thrown into that 
Channel from the total 
Failure of Employments 
in the Channels to which 
they had been previously 
accustomed ; from which 
there has resulted a great 
Reduction in the Value 
of Shipping, and in the 
Rates of Freight at 
which Ships arc now 
procurable. 

As a Corroboration of this Fact, it may be stated, that the East India (.'.om- 
pany requiring, in the present Season, some Shipping for a Voyatre to IiuHa and 
back, advertized for the same according to the Provisions of the Law respei ting 
their Shipping : Tenders were in consequence received of Forty-eight Ships. ol tlie 
aggregate Burthen of 24,354 Tons for that Purpose, the highest Rau ol l i eight 
not exceeding -t 12 los. and the lowest no more than £y, the Whole inak'iig an 
average Rate not exceeding £q 16s. lod. per Ton, though the Company obiaiiied 
the Tonnage they required, from the Quantity ofl’ered on that Occasion, at the 
average Rate of 4s. 8d. per 'Eon. A Rate which it is believed may not be 
more than sufficient to cover the actual Expences of the Voyage, including the 
Wear and Tear of the Vessels, but without the Return of even legal Interest for 
the Capital employed. 

“ In the Course of the Three preceding Years, the Company hired private Ships 
for a single Voyage, at. tlie following Average Rates, 

1817- 18 - £i-j 3 o Company’s old Ships. 

1818- 19 . ' 4 5 

1819- 20 - - lo 411 

The Number of private Ships tendered this Season to the Company, evidently 
shew a Redundance of Shipping in the Market ; and the very low Rate of their 
J'Veight, which it is supposed may be on the Whole a losing one to the Owners, 
1^ a Proof, that even at such a Rate they cannot find Employment in the private 
Trade to India. 

“ That Trade, however, since it has had an unlimited Admission into India, 
In . injured and deranged wiiat subsided before ; that especially carried on by 
the Commanders and Officers of the Company’s Ships ; and it was to be expected 
that it hould also have an unfavourable Influence on the Trade of the Company. 

“ In jjoint of fact, the private Merchants have in the Five Years follawing the 
complete opening of the Indian Trade in 1815-14, imported considerably more 
than they did in the Five Years preceding of the Articles of Cotton Piece Goods, 

Pepper, 


Number of Ships, and Tonnage of the same, licensed by the 
East India Company and the Board of Commissioners for the 
Affairs of India, to trade to India, in the last Six Years, from 
Statements ordered lo he printed by the HouSe of Commons 
the 8th and 23d J one 1 820. 



By tlie 

East India Company. 

By the 

Commissioners. 

TOTAL. 










Shipsr. 

Tonnape. 

£)hipb. 

Tonnage. 

Ships. 

Tonnage. 



No. 

Ttin.s. 

No. 

T'ori*.. 

No. 

I'ons. 


.1814-15 

52 

- 28,003 

36 - 

17,163 

88 - 

45,166 

c: 1 
cu 


95 

- 47,444 

, 80 - 

37,550 

175 - 

84,991 


181(i-17 

165 

- 77,879 

101 . 

46,C49 

2(ifi - 

1 24,528 

0) J 

.fi 

1817-18 

188 

- 89,161 

125 - 

58,587 

313 - 

147,748 

fi 1 

! 18IH-H) 

168 

- 7'1,239 

122 - 

53,342 

290 - 

127,581 

1-^ \ 

L 181 9-20 

89 

- d2,10(i 

69 - 

31,715 

158 - 

73,821 


Total - 

767 

- 358,832 

533 - 

245,006 

1,290.- 

003,838 


Average 1 
rec Years j 


of Three 
1819-20 


Ships. 

'ions. 

266 

12 1,528 

313 

147,748 

290 

l2;,.‘iSI 

869 

399,857 

290 

133,285 

158 

73,821 

_ 
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Pepper, and Saltpetre, which being also Articles of the Company’s Investment, Charles Grant, 

increased the Competition in the Market. The following is a comparative View 

of the Profit in the Company’s Indian Commerce in Two Periods of Five Years, the 
first Period preceding, and the Second following the entire opening of the Trade. 

As the Effects of that Change could not come into full Operation in London 
before the Year 1815, the Second Period is taken from the ist May in that Year. 


From these Statements, as given in the 
Margin, it will appear that the Company have 
been subjected to a Diminution in the Com- 
mercial Profits of their Indian Trade in the 
last Irive Years, compared with the former 
Period of Five Years, to the average Amount 
of 233,668 per Annum, or in the Five 
Years to the total Ainoj^int of 168,340. 
It is not insisted on, that this Difference may 
in Whole, or in any considerable Part, be 
owing to the Inorcasc' of the Private Trade ; 
and the 'fopic is noticed rather as Matter of 
Propriety than of much Importance. The 
<.';onsequences which the Opening of the 
'I rade between Cjreat Britain and India has 
liad upon tlu^ general li\lt rc-st of iheCoimtry, 
iorins ilic great Subject Consideration. 
rhos(‘ Con^eqinaices, and the present State 
of that Trade, have been succinctly stated, 
file Excess of its Supply beyond the De- 
mand, botli at Home and Abroad, has 
proved highly detrimental to the Adven- 
tiners; and yc‘t the present Scale of Supply, 
or in other Words its Excess, is quoted as 
an foith ncc' ol the vast Increase (that is, 
Eu' linplieaiioii, bciuTicial Increase), which 
rin Freedom grantc'd in 1813 has produced. 
But it is an Evituaice only of the baneful 
Cons(*q lienees ’of rash and improvident 
Speculation. Some late Writings, jndeed, 
alleet r<j ‘>peak of this Trade as stid ?J0t 
free ; for no imaginable Reason hut because 
vShips under 350 d'ons Burthen are not 
allowed to engage in it (except from the 
Mediteiraneaii), and because Vessels from 
Europe* proceeding to the Continent of 
India are required to go to some principal 
l\)rt there. But these are Prohibitions 
founded solely in political Considerations, 
and are in Truth of no Importance in a 
Commercial View. 

It is liowever commonly said, that all 
such Efforts at length come to their due 
l.evel. Be it so ; this will not prove that 
they will be ultimately successful ; or that 
they may not do a great deal of Harm. 
After allowing much to the Spirit of Enter- 
prize, it may still be reasonably inquired, 
w^hat Prospect there now is of any great or 
permanent Increase in the Trade between 
Britain and India, after the freest Scope has 
lieen given to it ? As to the Exphrts 
from the furmci Country, it is plain, as 

already 
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Charles Granty Esfj, already observed, that the Demands of the European Population in Ihdia cannot 
be much augmented, and but by very slow Degrees, because that Popu- 
lation (which had its Demand of European Commodities fully supplied before 
the Opening of the Trade) is small, and must long continue so. With 
respect to the Natives, it has been questioned whether the Prejudices against 
the Use of our Manufactures might not in Time be done away ? But their Pre- 
judices arc not the only Obstacle ; there are other powerful Hintlrances — Climate, 
Taste, immemorial Habit, Inability. The greater Part of the Population of 
India go niore than half-naked, live on Rice, dwell in Huts, and do not probably, 
one with another, earn more than a Year. The only Article of our Manu- 
factures which seems to be particularly suitable to the Indians, is Cotton Piece 
Goods ; but in the striking Description which the Reporter of the Beiipjal Ex- 
ternal Commerce has made of the glutted State of the Indian Markets, in respect 
to European Commodities, no Exception is made of the Article of I’iece Ginxls; 
and the Tables of the Coasting Trade from India to the Jiastward seem to shew 
that Part of them have been re-exported. The Attention paid to this Article by 
the Natives, appears to be chiefly in Places of Trade on the Sea Coast. It is 
another Question whether our Cotton Fabrics are within the Reach of the vast 
Body of Peasantry spread over the Country' ; and perhaps a still more important 
Question, whether, as Bengal has already the Steam Engine, and has found 
Abundance of Coal in its own Territory, Spinning Mills may not at length be set 
up there, which might be expected effectually to supersede the Use of Europe 
Cotton Fabrics, and that without any internal Convulsion among the Manufac- 
turers there j because the Cotton Fabrics of Bengal, which were for Ages a great 
staple Article in Europe, having been supplanted in the latter Country by the 
British Cottons, many of the Weavers of Bengal, formerly a veiy numerous 
Class, have been driven to seek Subsistence in other Liiu's. With respect to 
Imports from India to Britain, hitherto not one new Article has proved advan- 
tageous, but much otherwise. 

«> 

“ The Progress of profitable Commerce is in general slow. Sanguine Specula- 
tion anticipates vast Accessions at once. 


“ In the Y ear 1812 and 1813, when the Question of renevving the Company’s 
Charter came on, every Part of the United Kingdom resoundefl with the nmst 
confident and extravagant Expectations of tfie boundless Fields uf Wealth u hich 
might be opened to almost every Article of British Manufacture, not in India 
only, but through that Country to the Regions of Tartary. The following Pe- 
tition, among Multitudes of others of the same Stamp, to the House of Com- 
mons at that Time, displays the Spirit which then actuated the Nation. 


« EXTRACT of a Petition from ShefTicld. 

“ The Petitioners arc fully persuaded, if the Trade to the East Indies were 
thrown open to all Ills Majesty’s Subjects, such itew and abundant Markets would 
be discovered and established, as would enable them to set at Defiance every 
Effort to injure them by that sworn Enemy to their Prosperity and the Peace of 
Europe, the^ present unprina'pled Ruler of France j and the Petitioners doubt 
not, if 1 he 'J rade of this United Kingdom were permitted to flow unimpeded over 
those extensive, luxuriant, and opulent Regions, though it might in the Out.sef 
like a '1 orrent represt^ and swoln by Obstruction, when its Sluices were first 
opened, break forth with uncontrollable Impetuosity, deluging instead of supplying 
the District before it, yet tliat very Violence which at the Beginning might be 
partially injurious, would in the Issue prove highly and permanently beneficial ■ 
no Part being urivisited, the Waters of Commerce that spread ov'er the Face of 
the Land, as they subsided, would wear themselves Channels, through which they 
might continue to flow ever afterwards in regular and fertilizinJV Streams ; and 
that to the wealthy, enterprizing, honourable, and indefatigable British Merchant, 

conductintr 
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conducting in Person his own Concerns, no Obstacle would prove insurmouniahle ^ Charles Grant, 

no Prejudice invincible^ no Difficulty disheartening ; Wants, where he found them, — 

he would supply ; where they did not exist, he would create them by affording the 
Means of Gratification/" 

The Exorbitance of the Hopes thus indulgedf sprung no Doubt in a great 
Degree from the entire Ignorance and Misconceptions of the Parties. Let their 
golden Imaginations be contrasted with the melancholy Realities which have since 
been and arc now experienced. The Comparison may at least serve to shew, 
that the sanguine Expectations and eager Demands of Individuals are no sure 
Guides for Legislation.” 


Can you acquaint the Committee with the present State of the Trade 
from England and India to China, on account of the ("ompany and of 
Individuals ? 

I have brcfuglu a Paper framed as the preceding upon that Subject. 

You are understood to say, it is equally a Paper containing Observations and 
Statements, wliicli the Committee arc to consider as your own ? 

Just 


The Witness deliver^ in the I'aper, whicli is read, and is as follows : 

The next Point for Consideration, is the British Trade with the Empire of 
China. i\s before stated in respect to the Trade with India, the Accounts made 
up at the London (mstom House do not discriminate the 'frade to China from 
that to India, d'he whole of the British Trade to the Chinese Empire naturally 
divides itself into two Parts : Fir.'>t, that carried on from England ; and Secondly, 
that carried on from India. 


Value of Imports into India froinCldna; mul of Kiports Irom India to (Inna, 
exduNive of the Company’s Trade, (extracted from Jndian Uccords). 


“ To begin with the latter, which al^o consists of Two Parts, the Company’s, 
and that of Individuals; lor the Reasons before stated, an Account of this 

dVade can be given _ ; 

oiilv lor Four Years, 

ITie Result of these 
Years is exhibited in 
the Margin, which 
that an Increase 
in that Branch of rlie 
Comnurcial Inter- 
rour'^e bet ween liritish 
India and Cihiiia has 
taken place in the 
l^ariod mcntioixxl of 



IMl’OllTS I'lUJM 

CHINA. 

EXPORTS TO (TUNA. 

roTAf, 

r— r-T 

ATvrcliLin.ii/e. 

' 1*1 1 .iMire. 

TOJ'Ai,. 

AKTLll.lIlitt.-e. 

IVc.i'siirc. 

TOTAL. 

Exports ami 

Imports. 

iSld-l5 

UnpL'cS. 

16,70,487 

Rupees. 

1,04,03.035 

1,52,05,701 

Rupceti. 

70,000 

Riipot’s. 

1 ,53,tL), / 6 1 

RiHX-ok. 

2,57,39,390 

1 G 

r)3,2l),8jG 

:f7,7;,Hrs 

91,07,734 

1,46,14,499 

68,031 

1,46,82,530 

2,37,90,204 

I81G-17 

69,65,892 

72,41,173 

1.42,07.005 

l,.59,l 1,147 

2,22,102 

1,61,33,249 

3,03,40,314 

;i8J7-18 

1 

80,83,630 

89,30,420 

• 

1,70,14,050 

1,59,32.164 

1 

3,31,490 

1,62,63,154 

|3,32;77,70J 


Particulars of the above lin])orts are stated in Appendix, B. 
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Charles Grant, Esq, 


“ The East 
India Company 
also engage in 
the Trade be- 
tween India and 
China. The 
Value of their 
Transactions in 
that Trade is 
also stated- in 
the Margin, for 
the Six Years 
from 1 8 1 4- 1 5 to 
1819-20. 



IMPORTS INTO CHINA. 

Exports 
from China. 

total 

= 

Merchaiidr/c, 

'rreasure. 

TOTAL. 

nVeasurc. 

Imports and 
Exports. 

1 814-15 

® Rupee*;. 

22,1.5,896 

Rupees. 

Rupees. 

22,15,896 

Rupees. 

Rupce.s. 

22,15,896 

1815-16 

24,84,537 

10.62,018 

35,46,555 


35.46,555 

1816-17 

23,00,835 

- - - 

23,00,835 

- - - 

23,00,835 

1817-18 

27,70,329 

- - - 

27,70,329 

43,20,000 

70,90,329 

1818-19 

27,51,438 

- - - 

27,51,438 

8,64,000 

36,15,438 

1819-20 

33,42,222 


33,42,222 

" - *■ 

33,42,222 


Tlie above Imports of Merchandize into China consist almost en- 
tirely of Cotton and Sandal M ood ; the other Articles being so small in 
value as not to require Notice. 


TheValue of 
Merchandize im- 
ported by the 
East India Com- 
pany into China 
from India^ it 
likewise appears, 
has increased in 
the Period stated. 


Note . — The China Tale is reduced into Rupees, at the Rate of Tlirce 
Rupees for One Talc» 


The fine Silver in 1 Dollar 


:^70.(iKS 


1 00 Dollars — 72 Tales, therefore live hne Silver in a Tale 
will be - - - - - 


Fine Silver in Calcutta Ru))ec 
Ditto Madras Ditto 
Ditto Bombay Ditto 


Kio.OOO 
l(i-l.7 U) 


I As KiB.oof) : 7)14.7^8 : : 3.07) 1 say 3 Rupees for 1 'l ale 


.50:).d()7 


UlS.iKOb 


Ihc Invoice Value of the British 'i’rade between China and England can be 
given for the Company’s Trade alone for the Six Years before stated; as the 
Invoice Value of the "Frade on account of the Oflicers of the Company’s Ships 
from China is not entered on the Company’s Records. 


“ For the Invoice Value of the Company'^ Trade, see the Statement in the 
Margin. 

“ From the 
foregoing State- 
ments, an accu- 
rate View may 
be given of the 
Value of the 
Trade carried on 
between the Sub- 
jectsof theBritish 
and Chinese Em- 
pires for Four 
complete Years, 

with one Exception only, which is the Value of the Trade allowed to the Com- 
manders and Officers of the Company’s Ships between England and China j but 
that Article is not to an Amount calculated to produce any Difiercnce of moment 
in the general Results to be now drawn. 



IMPORTS INTO CHINA 
FHOM ExNGLAMX 

Exports 
from Cliina 
to Engiund. 

'r07AL 

Itnpons and 

Exports. 


Mcrcliaihlize. 

'J'rcMsurc. 

TOT.VI.. 

Merchandize. 



cjC • 


c£ 

,£ 

181 1-1:. 

HGD.OOa 

127,697. 

987,788 

1,967,978 

2,955,766 

ISlft-lf. 

926,920 

1,127,513 

2,07)4,433 

2,231,336 

1,285,799 

1816-17 

811,520 

- 

811,520 

2,120,542 

2,962,062 

1817-18 

772,177 

- 

ii'iAn 

1,410.515 

2,186,022 

1818-19 

658,438 


65 8, 468 

1,406,951 

2,065,689 

1819-20 

830,678 

.37j 1,389 

1,185,067 

1,907,389 

6,092,456 


From 
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From the 
General State- 
ment in the Mar- 
gin, it follows 
that the Invoice 
Value of the 
Export and Im- 
port Trade to- 
gether, between 
the Subjects of 
Great Britain and 
China, amounted 
on the Average 
of the 4 Years, 
1814-15 to 1817- 


Annual Value of the Trade between the Subjects of Great Britain and 
China, for Four complete Years. 


• 

Value of Exports and Imports 
between India and China. 

Value 

of Exports and 
Imports 
between Eng- 
land and China, 
by the 
Company. 

Grand T«al 

of the 

British Trade. 

Ry 

Individuals. 

By the 
Company. 

TOTAL. 


£ 

£ 

£ 

£ 


1814-15 


221,589 

2,795,528 

2,955,760 

5,751,294 

1815-16 

2,379,064 

354,655 

2.733,719 

4,285,799 

7,029,518 

1816-17 

3,03 1,0.1 1 

230,083 

: 3,264,114 

2,902,062 

6,226,176 

1817-18 

3,327,770 

709,032 

4,036,802 

2,183,022 

6,219,824 


Charles Grants Esq* 


8, to about .i;'!25,a26,8i2, or about .^6,306,703 per Annum. 


Can you furnish the Committee with an Account of the Shipping at present 
employed by the Company in their Trade to China ? 

I have brought such a List. 

The Witness delivers in the Account, which is read, and is as follows : 


For carrying on the Company’s Trade between England and China, they 
employ Forty-three great Ships, carrying 51,891 Tons, as per List 
annexed. 


WaiTcn Hastings 
d’harnts 

I'arl of Balcarras 
London 


Tons. 
- 1,000 

• 1.330 

- 1 . 4*7 

• *.332 


'i’horna'. ('units ...... 1,334 

Astdl - - *- - - - - 820 

C’a^tle Huiitly . . - - - - - 1,200 

Asia - 958 

Lady Mi-'Iville - 1,200 

banning 1,326 

Marquis of Iluntly - - - - - - • 1,200 

Dunira 1,325 

Duke of York - 1,327 

Prince Regent - ..... 95J 

’ Buckinghamshire - . - . . . 1,369 

Marchioness of Ely - • * - ' * 95^ 

Princess Amelia - - ", ... 1,275 

General Hewitt ■ * * * ' ” 

Oswell ... - - - *»335 

Sealeby Casfclc - - - • * **242 


Winchclsea 




( )* 


Charles Grant, Eig. Winchelsea 
Dorsetshire 
Lady Campbell 
Inglis 

Farquharson 
Royal George 
Marquis Camden 
Repulse 
Lowther Castle 
General Kyd 
Atlas 
Waterloo 
Vansittart 
Charles Grant 
Kent 

Kellie Castle 

General Harris 

Windsor 

Bridgewater 

Bombay 

Herefordshire 

* 

Minerva 

Hythe 


Tons. 

*> 33 * 

i,fi6o 

684 

1,200 

1,326 

*>333 

1,200 

*•334 
1,200 
1,200 
1,200 
*>325 
1,200 
1,200 
*>332 
*•332 
1,200 
*>332 
1,200 
1 ,200 
I ,200 

076 
^■33 2 


43 Ships. 


Tuns 51,891 


Can you give an Account to the Committee, of the Measures atlopted by the 
Company in carrying on their Trade to China, with a view to its further Exten- 
sion there and elsewhere ? 

I have also brought a Paper upon that Subject. It docs not, I believe, 
comprehend the whole of the Subject, nor do full Justice to it, but it is all I 
have been able to prepare in Time to wait upon the Committee. I now deliver 
it in. 


The Witness delivers in the Statement, which is read, and is as follows : 

“ When the Question of the last Renewal of the Company’s Charter ap- 
proached, it was not unusual to hear various Allegations advanced against them, 
ot Want of Economy in carrying on their China I'rade; and Want of Commer- 
cial Energy and Enterprize, in not pushing wiili more Activity the Introduction 

of 
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of British Manufactures into China, and other Countries In the same Quarter. &</. 

The like Accusatipns have been lately revived, along with another Attempt to 

break in upon the Privileges so recently left to them. 

To say the least, there is a Defect of Candour and of Information in these 
Charges ; a strained Comparison has been, made between the Rate of Freight 
paid to their China Ships, and that of ordinary Private Ships ; but they are not 
proper Subjects of Comparison. The Company’s Shipping System is framed with 
a View to their peculiar Constitution and Service. It is the Result of long Ex- 
perience, and sanctioned by Act of Parliament. The Ships, which are engaged 
for Six Voyages, are constructed for War and for Political Purposes as well as for 
Trade ; and, in warlike Services and Operations, have been frequently useful to 
the Country and to the State. They serve also to' command Respect for the 
Nation and its Interests throughout the Indian Seas, and particularly from the 
supercilious and despotic Government of China. It would be ruinous to the 
Company’s Interests to give up this admirable Class of Ships, and to entrust their 
valuable China Commodities, and the Protection of their Interests in the Eastern 
Seas, to a’Parcel of small Ships taken up fortuitously and for a single Voyage. 

The Difference of Freight is compensated in other Ways ; it is not by the Rate 
of a single Article, but by the Aggregate Cost of managing a Trade, that the 
Economy of the Management is to be judged ; and in this Way, the whole Ex- 
pence of conducting the China Trade, will, it is apprehended, be found to be 
reasonable. 

“ With respect to the other general Imputation, of not introducing the Manufac- 
tures of this Country more amply and extensively into the vast Empire of China, 
and other Regions in the East, it proceeds upon an entire Ignorance of Facts in 
relation to the Company and to those Countries ; perhaps, also, upon a Presump- 
tion, that because the Company have a Species of Monopoly, they must of course 
be blind to their own Interest. But, supposing them to be insensible even to this 
selfish Motive, is it to be believed that all Tradesmen, Manufacturers, Ship- 
builders, Sea Officers, and a Number of other Classes cdnnected with the Com- 
pany’s Establishment, would not endeavour to stimulate the Directors to avail 
themselves to the utmost of any Openings into which the Company’s Trade could 
be pushed ? It is however a Truth, though a Truth quite unknown, perhaps un- 
acceptable to many, that the Company have done far more for the Discovery 
and Opening of new Channels* of Trade in the Eastern Countries, than it was in 
the Power of private Individuals to do. Their Permanence, their Capital, their 
Factories and resident Factors in Foreign Parts, the Experience and Knowledge 
acquired in the Course of 1 ’iine, all contributed to give them this decided Superi- 
ority in exploring and attempting new Sources of Trade, and in bearing, in the 
Course of their many Efforts to this End, Losses of Property and Men, Disappoint- 
ments and Reverses, which no private Merchant, or any Number of Merchants 
acting singly, could meet. Their Records from their first Establishment, through 
the Course of Two Centuries, abound with Facts which justify this Statement x 
For, not to mention their many and persevering Efforts in India Proper, Perm 
and Arabia, they laboured with the same Spirit to establish Commercial Relations 
with all the principal Countries of Eastern Asia, Ava, Sumatra, (and therein 
Acheen and Bencoolen), Java, (and therein Bantam, Batavia, Jacatra), Pegue, 

Siam, Cochin China, Tonquin, Camboia, Borneo, Mindanao, Amboyna, the 
other Moluccas, Pulocondore, Pooleram, and other Islands ; China, Tywau, Japm, 

Manilla. The Hostility of European Rivals, the Oppression of the Native 
Governments, the Perfidy of the People, the Unprofitableness of many of 
their Attempts, and various Political Changes in a long Course of 'l ime, left 
them with only those Establishments in the Eastern Seas which they now 
possess there. 
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“ Those in England who decry their Conduct, seem to take it for granted, 
that because there are many large and, populous Countries in those Seas, it 
follows as a Thing of course, that a great Commerce may be carried on there ; 
and that it has depended only on the East India Company to establish such a 
Commerce. They do not appear to be aware that all the principal Countries of 
that immense Region, particularly the Nations of Chinese Oripn or Alliance, 
the Empires of China and Japan, the Kingdoms of Tonquin, Cochin China^ 
and even Siam and Pegue, are inhospitable and repulsive to Foreigners ; ^ve them 
a jealous unwilling Admission, under many Restrictions ; and that this has been 
their settled Policy, firom the early Appearance of Europeans in the Indian Seas to 
the present Day. Various have been the Efforts of the Company to obtain 
Settlements in Japan, Tonquin, Cochin China, and the neighbouring States. 
After having gained a humiliating Admission to some of those Places, as in Ton- 
quin, the most despotic and unjifet Treatment has at length obliged them to 
withdraw. In Cochin China, they never could obtain a regular Settlement. 
A History of these Attempts might, to some Classes of Readers, prove no unin- 
teresting Work. There are many Materials for it on the Company's Records, 
and a Variety of Extracts from these are given in the Appendix (C), in Proof of 
all that is here advanced.* 

“ It was very long after the first Visits of their Ships to China, before they could 
attain to any thing like a continued Trade ; longer before they acquired a Settle- 
ment ; and after being allowed, first a Domicile in the Island of Tyrvon or Tor- 
mosa, on the East Coast of China, then at Amoy anotlier Island, near to a 
central Province, they were obliged to remove to Canton, the most southerly 
City of the Empire ; and their Commerce and themselves rigorously were con- 
fined to that remote Point alone. All the Efforts of the Company since the 
splendid Embassy of Lord Macarmey from the King of Great Britain, could 
not procure the Liberty of a Second Port ; and so Things continue to this 
Day. Another recent Embassy from the Sovereign of this Country, intended also 
to procure Ameliorations in the Trade, was not even admitted into the Emperor’s. 
Presence. 

• 

Still it is alleged by many to be solely the Fault of the Company, that 
having an allowed and established Commerce with so prodigious an Empire, 


* “ The Company, in a long Course of Years, have made more numerous, persevering, costly 
Experiments, in attempting to push the Vent of British Commodities, particularly Woollens and 
Metals, in the East, than the Means, the Resources, the Safety of private Merchants are likely to 
enable them to make. The Correspondence of the Company with their Servants abroad, at 
different Periods, on this interesting Concern, would fill many Volumes. That the East India 
Company, far from impeding the Prosperity of the. Country, as the Petitions, in opposition to 
History and Experience, allege, have by means of their Monopoly essentially contributed to its 
Wealth and its Greatness, it will be much more easy to .shew, than to discover accurately where 
ihe Limit of the Advantages resulting from their Institution is to be fixed. They gave a very 
early Impulse to the Manufactures and Trade of this Country. They opened a new Commerce 
not with the East only, but by means of their Returns from thence, with Foreign Europe. They 
soon increased the Ship-building and improved the Navigation of the Kingdom, both which they 
have in latter Times carried to a Degree of Advancement that has made their Fleets serviceable in 
the Wars of the Nation, and the Commanders successful in adding to the Naval Glory of their 
Country. Against the jealous Rivalship of the Portuguese and Dutch, they throggh a long 
Course of Hostilities, from a superior Force, maintained for this Nation a Share in the India 
Trade ; they preserved it from being totally lost amidst all the Convulsions of the Civil Wars ; 
they outlived even the more dangerous Innovations of subsequent Periods ; they upheld in India 
he national Interests against the ambitious Designs of European Enemies, and the despotic 
Violence of Native Powers; and in along and arduous Struggle, maintained with little Exception 
at their own Expence, they acquired a territorial Empire lor the Mother Country which exalted 
itH Rank in the Scale of Nations. They have since expelled every European Nation, except our 
Ally of Portugal, from the Indian Continent and Ocean ; and they have given a better Government 
to an immensely extended Empire than the East ever saw before.** 

Report.-— Committee of Correspondence on the Question of renewing the Charter, Anno 1813. 

capable 
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capable doubtless of taking off a vast Quantity of British Manufactures, so very Churies (haul, Av 

little Progress has been made in extending the Vent of them there. This again is — 

ascribed to the evil Genius of the Company’s Monopoly ; but certainly most 
erroneously and unjustly. The unremitting Efforts which the Company have 
made from Time to Time to introduce British Manufactures into China, may 
also be collected from the Notices in the Appendix (D). They have been con- 
tinued from an early Period to the present Time ; and the Company's latest 
Attempts, which are still continued, have been to introduce the Cotton 
Fabrics of this Country into Canton. The Non-extension of the Sale of our 
Manufactures in China, may indeed be in a great Measure charged to Monopoly ; 
but to a Species of it now unknown in Europe, and framed by the Chinese them- 
selves. Restricting Foreigners to one Port, they will only allow them to trade with 
one Company in that Port, consisting of Eight or Ten Persons, to whom all the 
Foreign Trade is confined in absolute Monopoly ; the Foreigners not being per- 
mitted to trade with any other Chinese, nor any other Chinese to trade with any 
Foreigner ; unless with the Sanction of the Monopoly Merchants, called the Hong, 

T'hese Merchants, answerable to the Government for all the Acts of the 
Foreigners, fix among themselves the Prices of the Imports they receive from 
the Foreigners, and the Prices of the Exports they furnish to them. These Hong 
Merchants therefore are in effect the Arbiters of the Extent of Foreign Trade, 
but Arbiters under a jealous exacting capricious Government, subject to be fleeced 
by that Government in Proportion to their Wealth, possessed of no Capital ade- 
quate to a large Extension of the usual internal Trade, nor likely to be able to 
command it ; nor probably possessing distant Correspondents, nor daring, on 
account of the watchful Rapacity of the Government, to venture into untried Paths. 

All these Circumstances, with the remarkably fixed Habits of the Chinese People, 
must oppose great Obstacles to free Enterprizc. But this Part of the Subject is 
so much better explained by Mr. Elphinstone, late Chief of the Company’s Estab- 
lishment at Canton, in a Paper which he has recently furnished upon it, that 
it is deemed expedient to insert that Paper here. 


When the Charter of the East India Company was last under Consideration, 
it appeared to have been very generally admitted, from the peculiar Circum- 
stances under which the Foreign I'rade was carried on in China, that the Advan- 
tage and the Interests of the British Community would be best preserved by 
leaving the Trade in the Hands and under the Management of the East India 
Company. 

“ As no Change has taken place of a, favourable Nature in the Regulations 
prescribed by the Chinese Government for the Foreign Trade at Canton, the 
Objections to any Alteration being made on our Part remains as strong as 
before. Indeed the more and the better the peculiar Situation and Circum- 
stances of the Trade at Canton are known and understood, the more decided 
will the Conviction be, that the Advantages derived from the Trade can only 
be preserved by maintaining the Influence of the East India Company in that 
Quarter. 

“ By the Regulations established by the Government, no Chinese Subject is 
permitted to hold Intercourse or Communication with Foreigners, excepting the 
Hong Merchants, consisting at present of Eleven Persons. Any Chinese who 
may infringe on these Regulations becomes liable to be seized and punished for 
such Transgression. 

“ The Hong Merchants arc held responsible for the Collection and Payment of 
the Imperial ©uties on Merchandize, and for other Demands that are at Times 
^ ■ made 
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Charles Grant, Esq, made by the Government on the Foreign Trade ; they are further held respon- 

sible for the Conduct .of all Foreigners while in China, and that they duly observe 

the Regulations prescribed. 

“ To enable the Hong Merchants to discharge these Duties, they are vested 
with ample Powers to preserve fhdr Monopoly, to the Exclusion of all others. 
Although Commercial Transactions are carried on by private Merchants with 
Chinese who are not Hong Merchants, these Transactions are at all Times in- 
secure, and liable to Interruption : mdeed the Consent or Connivance of some ol 
the Hong Merchants must previously be obtained, as no Goods can either be 
landed or embarked without the Permission and under the Name of some Member 
of this privileged Body. 

“ Vested with these Powers, there is Inducement as well as the Occasion given 
to the Hong Merchants to endeavour to avail themselves of their Situation ; and 
accordmgly, at various Periods, Attempts have been made to break in on the estab- 
lished Practice and Regulations of the Trade, with a View to 'i:heir obtaining 
larger Profits ; and in fact nothing but the Influence that the Extent and Regu- 
larity of the Company’s Trade gives, has enabled their Agents to counteract 
and restrain the Hong Merchants within due Bounds. 


“ The last Attempt was made in 1814-15, when an Imperial Edict was received, 
directing in the most forcible Terms piat the Regulations should be more rigor- 
ously observed. It was impossible to devise a more complete System of Mono- 
poly than was there prescribed ; the Afiairs of the Hong Merchants were to be 
placed undw the Controul and Direction of the Two Senior Members of that 
Body, and such Hong Merchant as should disregard the Directions of the Two 
Seniors was immediately to be reported and punished. The Hong Merchants 
were to assemble at the Commencement of each Season, and then to determine 
on the Prices of all Commodities, Imports and Exports j they were further 
cautioned against striving the one against the other. 

The Records of the Company from their earliest Establishment in China, 
afford ample Proofs and continued Examples of the Difficulties their Agents 
have had to restrain the Hong Merchants and. the Government ; and they have 
been compelled to the serious Measure of suspending the Trade, till assured 
that the Attempts of die Chinese Merchants and Government were desisted 
from. 

“ Should any Alteration be made by the Legislature for the British Trade 
with China, and in consequence of the Competition arising from such 
Change the Influence of the East India Company be weakened, it is to be 
apprehended that the Chinese Merchants will immediately avail themselves 
of their Powers, to the serious Injury of the British Interests engaged in that 
Trade. 

“ It may be argued, that Self-interest will restrain the Hong Merchants within due 
Bounds i and if they only were in question, it might be admitted to be probable ; 
but the Demands that they are liable to, from the Officers of Government, 
cannot be regulated^ their Officers are continually changing thrir Duties from 
one Province to another j the Amount that may have satisfied the Officer of one 
Year, will be found insufficient for his Successor. Pleas and Pretences for requir- 
log Donations are easily found under so despotic a Government, nor are they 
re^Iy evaded. At present, the Hong Merchants, in pleading their Inability to 
comply with irregular Demands, may further avail themselves of the Influence of 

. the 
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the East India Company ; the Appeals oi their Agents meet with more Attention t’/uo/o twunt, Ea) 
than an Individual possessing merely the Influence of his separate Adven- • — •- ~ 
ture. 

“ Under the Influence of the East India Company, the Trade between 
England and China has grown to its present Extent. The Quantity of 'l eas 
required, are brought to this Country, unexceptionable in point of Quality, at 
lower Prices than otherwise could be obtained. Should the Demand for 
Teas increase, it is for the Interests of the Company that the same should be 
supplied ; and this Branch of Trade, conducted on the sound Principle of 
regulating the Supply by the Demand, affords a reasonable Profit to ’all Parties 
concerned ; and the Advantages resulting may be contrasted with the Injury 
arising from overstrained Speculations in other Quarters. 

“ The Company afford the Manufacturer a regular and certain Demand foe 
various Descriptions of Woollens and Metals. The extending the Demand for 
British Manufactures in China has been at all Times anxiously promoted and per- 
severed in, undiy discouraging Returns. The Introduction and the Use of British 
Manufactures in China has serious Obstacles to encounter, arising from the great 
Perfection to which the Chim^se have attained in their Silk and Cotton Manu- 
factures. The Variety, the Excellence, and comparative low Cost of the Silk 
Manufactures in China, will at all d’imes operate most decidedly against the Use 
of the liner Woollen Cloths j while the Cost and the Quality of their Cottoti 
Cloths will effectually check the Demand for the inferior Woollen Articles, or 
the Cotton Piece Goods of British Manufacture. That it is probable that the 
Chinese will continue to give a Preference to their own Cotton Manufactures, may 
be expected from adverting to the Fact, that there is an extensive Exportation of 
Nankeens for Consumption in the United States of America, and in Llountries 
w'herc it may be presumed that they come fully and freely in Competition with 
the Produce of British Machinery. 

“ Another Impediment to the Extension of British Manufactures in China, 
will arise from the Inland Duties levied in passing from Province to Province, so 
as to enhance the Cost to the Purchaser residing at a Distance from Canton ; as 
it i.^ to this Port that all Foreign Trade by Sea is rigorously confined ; neither 
does there appear to be any Disposition on the Part of the Chinese Government 
to permit any Change in this Regulation. 

“ There appears to be no just Ground for expecting that any Change in the 
British Regulations lor the Trade to China can afford Relief to the Manufactur- 
ing or Shipping Interests in this Country, cither from the probable Returns for 
British Manufactures imported into China, or for the Disposal of China Produce 
in any of the Ports on the Continent. 

“ While the Question of the Company’s I'rade is under Consideration, there 
probably can be no Objectiotr raised to granting to the. East India Company the 
Privilege of sending their Ships direct to the British Settlements in North America, 
and to the West India Islands, as it is generally supposed that the Supply of 
'I'eas, and other Articles of China Produce, are furni.shed from rhe United 
States of America ; and which it is probable the Company would be able to 
supplant. 

“ Under the existing Circumstances of the British Trade with China, pre- 
senting no just or reasonable Grounds for anticipating any Advantage from a 
Change, it is to be hoped that the Legislature will jcontinue to sec the Expediency 
of protecting the Influence of the East India Company in China, as it is under 
this only that the British Trade can be conducted on a respectable or a profitable 
Footing.” 






Such 



( ‘il8 ! 


Charles Grant, Esq, “ Such are the isLsurmountable Obstacles which have opposed and continue to 

oppose all the Wishes and persevering Endeavours of the Company to procure a 

more free and ample Admission of British Manufactures into the Chinese Empire. 
They give a Contradiction to all Accusations of the Company’s Adversaries on 
this Head ; and also present an impenetrable Barrier to the Scheme which Specu- 
lators of the present Day groundlessly indulge. What those Schemes are, may 
be collected from their published Papers.” 

'JThe Witness is directed to withdraw. 

Ordered, That this Committee be adjourned to Monday next, One o’Clock. 
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The MARQUESS of LANSDOWNE m the Chaii. 

CHARLES GRANl’ Esquire is again called in, and examined as follows : 

Are you desirous of making any Addition to the Answers you made at the 
last Sitting of the Committee? 

I have brought some Supplementary Papers in relation to the Answer to the 
last Question which was put to me, which I should be glad to present to the 
Committee. 

d'he Witness delivers in the Statement, and it is read, and is as follows : 

“ English 'fraders appear to have indulged such Feelings from a very old 
Dale; the following are Extrads of Letters written in the years 1625 and 
1627 by the Company’s Faftors at Batavia, before they knew much of China, 
to the Court of Diredfors. 

“ Extract Letter from Batavia, dated the 6th February 1625. 

“ I'ht 'I’rade ot China, now likely to settle at Tywan upon Formosa, is as an 
Ocean to devour more than all Europe can minister, wrought and raw Silks in 
abundance, and many necessary Commodities that all Parts of India must have ; 
these are to be purchased with the Pepper, Spice, and Sandal Wood of these 
Parts, at Prices that we please ; also with the Silver of Japan springing from the 
said Silk ol China, and by all Probability with every Sort of European Com- 
modities, especially Woollen doth ; for the greatest Part of the China Empire 
stretcheth into the cold Climate, and is defended with infinite Troops of Soldiers, 
whose Necessities do require more than we can guess at till experimented.” 


“ Extract Letter from Batavia, dated the 23d June 1627. 

“ For these mighty Monarchies, China and Japan, abounding with Riches, 
and also civilized peaceably to respond with all, but in a Climate requiring that 
which neither themselves nor their Neighbours enjoy, or can be supplied but by 
the English, which is Clothing answerable to the Magnificence of those Nations, 
defensible against the Cold, and convetiient for their Employment in Travel, 
Wars, and Weather. Those Clothes which now they wear is Silk, in Summer 
Season passable, but in Winter arc enforced to bombast or to w’car J en Coat ; 
one over the other, and that is useful ; Silk being thus their Clothing, and all 
growing in China, a Stop of that Intercourse were so material, that Silk in China 
in One Year would be as Dust or Dung, and Japan beggart\i tor Want ot 
Clothing. But such Stop of Intercourse, aixl devised Extremity needeth not, 
for the natural Enmity between these Two Nations hath so framed all for our 
Purpose, that could Japan be furnished with any other Clothing, not one Chinese 
durst peep into their Country, wliich the Chine‘^e well know, therefore thougli 
tolerated Dy Japan, yt t none cumeth but by Stealth, which would cost their laves it 

known 
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Sanguine Exjjecta- 
tions of a vast In- 
crease of Trade 
witii China. 
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Chari<'ii Grani, Esq. known to their Govcmors in China ; thus with that which in our last Letter was 
- — ■ — commended unto your Consideration for Japan, may suffice to express that hope- 

Note. The inten- £y| ’j’j.aje, Qur jj^^t Step is into China, so united into Japan as with no reason 
lion appears lo be, , , ^ i », * 

that they cannot be may be separated.” 
separated in a Com- 
mercial View. — ■ — 


“ Provision of the Company’s Exports to China.” 

“ The Company’s Exports to China are to the annual Extent of about j^poo.ooo 
“ in Invoice Cost, consisting wholly of British Manufaftures. Woollens of many 
“ Kinds, Lead, Tin, and of late Years Bar Iron. The Court of Direflors have at 
“ various Times attempted to introduce Cotton ManufaSures into China, but 
“ without any Success; they have again renewed this Experiment to some 
“ Amount, in the Hope that the Experience formerly acquired in this Branch, 
“ aided by the present very low Price of such Goods, may enable the Company 
“ to introduce them to Consumption in China. In the Bye I.aws of the Company 
“ it is ordained, that all Purchases for Exportation be made by open Competition, 
“ except in Cases where the Committee shall be of Opinion that this Mode cannot 
“ be adopted beneficially for the Company, and that in all such Cases no private 
“ Contraft shall be completed without the Concurrence and Approval of the 
“ Court of Directors to such Comraft. This Bye Law is of course duly obeyed, 
“ and it is asserted that the Company’s Goods are provided by Contrafts upon the 

very lowest Terms at which they are capable of being furnished, but the Ex- 
“ pences of dyeing the Broad Cloth and Long Ells for China, which is not done 
“ by open Competition, would probably admit of Redutfion were they dyed in 
“ the Country ; this, however, supposes a total Change of System, and would 
“ certainly cause the Ruin of all the London Dye Houses and other 'J’radesmen, 
“ whose costly Establishments could not be maintained hut by the (^impany’s 
“ Trade. The Committee of Warehouses are in the annuttl Pradtice of looking 
“ very narrowly into, and modifying the Dyer’s Charges, and their Profits are as 
“ low as the Nature of the Case admits ; still it would be done cheaper in the 
“ Country, for Reasons which it is unnecessary to specify.” 

“ It is quite impossible to improve the Manner in which the Iron and Lead are 
“ provided ; the Tin is furnished by the County of Cornwall, upon Negotiation 
“ with their Agents from Time to Time.” 


“ Reported Profit on Woollens, by a private Trader.” 

I'hc Case which has been stated of Woollens being sold in China to a Profit, 
“ by a private Trader, proves nothing, if, as is supposed, those Woollens being 
“ long unsaleable at Bombay, even at their Prime Cost, were sold cheap there 
“ by the Company’s Government, the Purchaser improperly sending them to 
“ Canton, where it is said they were smuggled ashore. The exact Particulars of 
“ that Case not being known, no accurate C’onclusion can be made.” 

“ Chtna Silks and Cottons, 

“■ China Silks and Cottons, by their Cheapness and Excellence, oppose our ad- 
“ mired Woollens, which, in addition to their first Sale Price in China, are 
“ burthened with heavy Import Dutief, and with Transit Duties also, through 
“ every Province.” 

*■ IVo aliens. 

“ The Hong Merchants dispose of the Company’s Woollens to a very respect- 
“ able Class of Shopkeepers, about 50 in Number, with whom the Company’s 
“ Agents have not been able to obtain a direct Communication, owing to the 
“ Interference of the Hong Merchants.” 


*» Canblets. 
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“ Cambkts. 

“ The Company’s Camblcts sell for 40 Dollars each Piece, the Duties on 
“ which amount to 17 Dollars, which offers so great a Temptation to Smuggling 
“ that it is prolvible the small Parcels the Americans take out are intended for a 
“ clandestine Trade ; but, were this to continue as a System, the Hong Merchants 
would be affected. First, in losing the Profit on that Part of the Trade ; and 
“ Secondly, by the Fines to wliiclt they would be subjected on the Smuggling 
“ being detected. 

“ Cotton Goods sent by the Company to China. 

“ One Body of the Memorialists (the Manufacturers, &c. of the Towns of 
“ Manchester and Salford) state, that “ they know from Experience that Cotton 
“ Goods manufactured in these Towns have met a ready Sale in China ; and that 
“ there is every Probability the Demand would be very extensive if the Business 
“ was carried on upon the most economical Footing. ” 


On this Point it may be proper 
more fully to shew, that the Court 
of Directors have not been inatten- 
tive to the Interest of the Manufac- 
turers of Cotton Goods, Ihey have 
already, in Two several Instances, con- 
signed Articles of that Description 
for Sale in China. On One of those 
Consignments there was a Loss equal 
to about 30;;; per Cent., and on the 
other, the Loss w'as equal to about 
471 per Cent, on the Invoice Cost 
and Charges in both Instances. The 
Charges include every Expence of 
Freight. Risk, Interest on the Capi- 
tal employed, Package, &c. ; and as 
those Charges bear so small Propor- 
tion to the Rate of the Loss on the 
Disposal of the Goods, especially in 
the last Year of the 'i’wo, it docs not 
appear how any Economy in the 
Charges could have disposed ot 
those Goods in China to advantage. 
It is proper to state, that notwith- 
standing the great Loss sustained on 
the Occasions above mentioned, a 
further Assortment of British-manu- 
factured Cotton Goods has been 
recently consigned to China, as 
another Effort for introducing that 
important Staple of the United 
Kingdom into the Consumption of 
China. 




Printed Cottons were shipt to China by the 
Company in theSeason 181 1-12, the Cost I 

and Charges on which together ainonnl- Tales, j 
edto - - - - 15,5()r) 

And they were, sold in China, in Feb. 1813, 
for . - - - 10,800] 


Leaving a Loss of 


- Talcs 4,766 


Or about 307^* per Cent, on the Prime Cost and 
(4iarges. 


Printed Cottons were also shipt to China 
by the (^(unpany in the Season 1812-13, 
the Cost and Charges cm which together Talcs, 
amounted to - - - 16,ol6' 


1814, for 

Leaving a Loss of 


Charges. 


1 rum; 

Outward Season in 1811-12 
Invoice Value, including all Cl 

Difference 


Outward Season 1812-13 


l>ifferencc 


- 

H,700 

Tales 

7,846 

rime C'osl and 

• 


.a 

s, d. 

- 4,423 

11) 5 

4,797 

9 7 

- 373 

13 2 


1 

s. (/.j 

4,i)S8 

1 9i 

6,7) 14 

7 7[ 
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The Charges on the first Consignment are f 

e(|ual to about 8^ per Cent., and those 
on the .'.cooiul to about 10^ per Cent. ‘ 

The other Charges, beyond those addeil [ 

to the Invoices us above, were, in the first I 

Year, Canton unloading Charges eipiul 
to - 

And Canton Duties equal to - 


£ 391 


In the second Year there were no other Charges 
but those for iiidoading, which amounted to 
Didv 3 'tales, or Ono Pound Sterling. • 
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Charles Grant, Esq, 

PAPER prepared early in the Year 1820, by an Officer of the India 

House, in consequence of Orders from the Chairman and Deputy 
Chairman. 

“ To prevent as much as possible all Intercourse with 
Foreigners, the People of China were forbidden, in the Year 
1817, by an Imperial Edict, to carry Tea from the Province 
of its Growth to Canton by Sea. The Edict was not issued 
for the Purpose of preventing the illicit Trade, and thereby 
preserving the Imperial Duties ; but to preclude all Intercourse 
between the Chinese and Foreigners during the Voyage. And to 
restrain the Intercourse while on Shore, the Foreigners are only 
permitted to reside within a small Space outside of the City of 
Canton, great care being always taken to prevent their Entrance 
into the City, on any Pretence whatever. 

“ The Chinese are habituated to consider all other Countries 
as subordinate to China, and all the Inhabitatus of those 
Countries as greatly inferior to themselves ; whence arises, on. the 
Part of their Principals, Officers, and Mandarins, a haughty and overbearing De- 
meanour in all their Official Communications with the Foreigners who engage 
in the Trade of Canton, and on the Part of the Merchants, and the other t^lasses, 
of Chinese Rudeness and Insolence, accompanied with the strongest Marks of 
Contempt. 

“ Although the English experience a full Share of the Haughtiness and Insolence 
with which Foreigners are generally treated while in China, yet the Chinese 
themselves can no more conceal their Dread of the Military Character and Power 
of the British Nation, than they can deny their Commercial Preponderance among 
the various Nations who visit the Port of Canton for Trade ; and whatever Advan- 
tages the Servants of the East India Company may have derived, in their various 
Discussions with the Chinese Authorities, from the Opinion which they entertain 
of the Power and Commercial Superiority of the British Nation — Advantages to 
which the present State of the whole foreign Intercourse with China may be justly 
ascribed ; it is nevertheless the Fact, that the English, in China, are considered as 
the Objects of more peculiar Jealousy, and hence their whole Conduct is watched 
with the most scrupulous Care. That the restrictive Guard on the Intercourse 
between the Natives and Foreigners may be rendered as complete as possible, no 
Foreigner can make his Appearance within the Chinese Limits, till one or other 
of the Members of the Hong’ has become formally bouiul, in a legal Instrument to 
the Government of Canton, for the general good Conduct of such Foreigner, 
and for his quiet Submission and Obedience to the Laws and Uegulalions regard- 
ing the foreign Commerce of the Empire. 

“ The Plong Merchants, as may be supposed, are sufficiently tenacious of the 
Authority and Privileges with which they are invested for the Conduct of the 
foreign Trade ; a Proof of which has been afforded on a late Occasion. Some 
Relaxation of the Strictness of the Hong Monopoly had by Degrees been intro- 
duced, jn consequence of the Commanders 'and Officers of the Company’s Ships, 
and subsequently, the Country Trade from India, including in their outward 
Investments to China a Variety of Articles, which individually not being of Value 
sufficient to engage the Attention of the Hong Merchants, were with their 
Acquiescence disposed of to what are called Outside Dealers, that is. Retail 
Shopkeepers, carrying on Business without the Walls of the City of Canton; 
Thus a Trade to some Extent, both in Imports and Exports, grew up between the 
Commanders and Officers of the Company’s Ships, the Country Traders, and those 
Outside Dealers ; but the Hong Merchants having discovered that the Trade, 
wkich at first embraced only small Articles, had extended to raw an^ manufac- 
tured Silks, they immediately interested the Officers of the Canton Government 


A Translation of the Imperial Edict 
prohibiting the Transport of Teas 
coastways to Canton : 

“ Smuggling is a trifling Afliiir, but 
having a Communication with Fo- 
reigners is a Thing which involves 
vast Interests. It is indispensably 
necessary to strain every Nerve to 
eradicate the first risings of Baseness 
(or Mischief).” 

The Penally for Transgression is Con- 
fiscation of the Articles carried by 
Sea, I’unishment of the Merchants 
engaged in the Trade, together with 
that of tlie Viceroys atid other Offi- 
cers of the Places whence the 
Articles were shipped. 



( 223 ) 


in the Affair ; and the Result was, not a Restriction of the Outside Dealers (o tlic Charki Unmi, h-i. 

Traffic in the smallest Articles only, for which the Intercourse first commenced ; 

but an Edict from the Viceroy, directing that the Shops should be immediately 
shut up, and, up to the latest Advices from Canton, those Shops remained closed. 

“ That the Eleven Merchants, among whom the whole loreign Commerce of 
China is at present divided, are actuated alone by Self-interest, and that all their 
Proceedings are regulated by that Principle, will not be denied by those at all 
acquainted with the Trade of Canton ; but it is not among the Mercantile Class 
alone, that the Operation of the same Principle of Self-interest is to be found. 

It may indeed be said, without the fear of Contradiction, that it pervades every 
Order and Class in the State. 

“ It is from a corrupt Influence that the Selection for the principal Officers in 
the various local Governments proceeds ; the Mandarins in the Enjoyment of the 
Imperial Favour at Pekin disposing, in most Cases, of the Situations of Profit and 
Authority lo‘those in the several Classes of Chinese Distinction who were enabled 
to give the best Price : Hence it follows, as a Matter of Course, that on the 
Appointment of a new Viceroy, or a new Hoppo, some irregular, illegal, or un- 
authorized Practice is said to be discovered, for which Penalties are threatened ; 
but these Penalties are compromised by a Bribe from those who are principally 
involved in the Charge. And, as it is the Foreign Trade which is best able to bear 
these Exactions, it is to that Source the Viceroys and Hoppos of Canton generally 
direc t their first Attention, for the Means of repaying the Purchase Money of 
their respective Appointments ; and also to enable them to accumulate as large 
a Sum as possible, during the few Years (generally not naore than Four or Five) 
they are permitted to hold those Appointments. 

“ From this continued Succession of Functionaries, all owing their Offices 
to the same Influence, the Venality of every Branch of the Service is perpetuated. 

So far as regards the Foreign Trade, this Principle is the more detrimental, 
because, from the Shortness of the Period to which the Authority of each Viceroy 
and Hoppo extends, those Officers have not sufficient Opportunity to become 
completely acquainted with the whole Detail of the Foreign Trade, whence they 
are of necessity obliged to place the more Reliance upon the Opinions and State- 
ments of the Hong Merchants, aVul these, to serve their own Purposes, generally 
impose upon their Superiors such Statements only as they think best calculated 
to answer the piTseiit Emergency, whatever that may be ; and, as some of the 
Members of the Hong possess great Wealth, the united Accumulation of their 
Predecessors and themselves in the. same Hongs, they have a corresponding 
Influence with the local Government ; which is thereby induced to lend, at all 
Times, a favourable Ear to every Representation they may make on Points con- 
nected with the Foreign ’I'rade of the Empire. 

“ In the Years 1811 and 1812, Five of the Members of the Hong had become 
very much embarrassed in their Affairs, principally, it is understood, from the 
great Extent to which they had supplied the American Traders at Canton on 
Credit. In consequence of that Embarrassment, there ro- 
'Tht Debts of these niained to the European Creditors of those Hongs, bur the 
Five Merchants to Adoption of one or other of Two Courses for the I-iquidation 
wl'To about” Demands: The one was, an Application to the 

a^ 95 1 , 431 . Chinese Government, to declare the Merchants so circum- 

stanced Bankrupts ; and the 'other was, to obtain the Consent 
of the Chinese Government to place the Affairs of those Merchants under Trust ; 
and that their Bushicss should be conducted by themselves under such Trust, 
till their Debts were regularly discharged. 'I’he Second Course was adopted, as 
the one most^likciy to afford the earliest Liquidaiioii to the Creditors; and also. 



€havles ihant^ Kv</. Note. — 1’lic J wo Merchants Ponqna 

and Gnewqiia, the last Instances of 

actual Bankruptcy amongst the* 
Members of the Hong, 'fheir Debts 
were directed to be discharged by 
the Hong generally^ in Ten ujual 
annual InsUlinents. The Debts are 
not yet entirely iiquidlted, the Ten 
Years not having elapsed. 

Note. — Ponqua died in Prison in 
Canton, Gnewqua died on his Way 
to his Place of Banishment. 
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as being more humane to the Debtors ; the 
Parties entering into the Trust Deeds being 
allowed to continue their Business the same as 
though no Trust Deed had been executed— 
while in the Case of a Bankruptcy, the Parties 
are immediately removed from the Conduct of 
all Business, and either confined in the Public 
Prison of Canton, or condemned to Banishment 
and Imprisonment in a distant Province. 


“ Considerable Difficulty occurred in obtaining the Consent of the Cliincsc 
Government at Canton, for placing the Affairs of the Five embarrassed Merchants 
above mentioned under the Trust required. This Difficulty, it is understood, was 
principally occasioned by some of the wealthier Hong Merchants endeavouring 
to make the embarrassed ones Bankrupts once, as in tliat case the Power and 
Authority of the whole Hong would have fallen alinosi undivided into tlieir 
Hands. When the Arrangements of the Trust were however completed, a Sum, 
equal to about One hundred and thirty-three thousand Pounds Sterling, v as 
exacted from the Merchants whose Affairs were committed to that Trust, as a 
Present to the principal Authorities of Canton, for their Acquiescence in a Measure 
which, by its Adoption, no Doubt preserved the Affairs of those Merchants from 
absolute Ruin, and their Persons from perpetual Imprisonment ; hut was in itself 
no more than a just Measure, which Government ought gratuitously tu have sane 
tioned. • 


“ Although, however, those wealthier Members of the Hong failed in theii 
cruel Scheme on that occasion, they, very soon after the (Conclusion of thw 
Arrangement before mentioned, exerted their Influence to obtain from tlie 
Government of Canton the immediate and direct Controul of tiic Wlutle of 
the Foreign Trade of that Port. The Intention was, tliat there should be 
vested with Two or Three of those Merchants, the Privileges of the Whole 
of that Body, by which the Power would have been coticeded to them for 
fixing the Prices of all Imports into, atid of nil Exports from, (Canton re- 
spectively. The Viceroy did, in fact, confer those Privileges utid Powers on 
the Merchants, by an Edict framed and issued for that Purpose ; and so far 
the Act was complete ; but in consequence of the Success with which the 
Company’s Servants opposed the Measure, the Merchams were compelled to 
forego their Intentions, and to conduct the Trade of the Port in its onlinary 
and accustomed Maimer. 

“ It will probably be said, that admitting to the fullest Extent the Venality of 
the Officers of the Chinese Government, and the Selfishness of the Merchants, 
that the latter being at all times guided by that Principle, would take good Can- 
not materially to injure the Foreign Trade itself, however they might strive to 
obtain a larger Share of its Profits. But such is the Effect of Despotism in 
Government, Venality in Functionaries, and abject Submission in the People, 
that the Views and Expectations of the Governed, as well as the Governors, 
hardly ever extend beyond the necessary and absolute (Occasions immediately 
firesenting themselves. The Viceroys and other Public Officers are liable to be 
removed or displaced from the Effects of Intrigues which they know to be in- 
perpetual Activity at the Imperial Court, and this Liability renders them indifferent 
to every thing but to the Measures which are required for counteracting those 
Intrigues with a View to their own Continuance in Office. The Merchants, subject 
to never-failing Exactions, as th*; Means for furnishing the Superior Officers with 
the Funds they may require at Pekin, are wholly occupied in the ordinary Dis- 
charge of the Business of their respective Hongs, and in providing from every 
Source within their Power, the Money necessary to fulfil the Obligations imposed 
on them. Hence every Consideration is absorbed in the Provision for the present ; 
and hence it is, that the great and important. Interests of the Commerce of the 

Empire 
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Empire are neglected by those to whom the Care of such Interests would seem CharL Grant, E^q. 

naturally to belong. Hence the Commerce actually in Operation would be put 

to imminent Hazard were it not for the Exercise of that Influence which the vast 
Amount of the Company’s Trade has thrown into the Hands of their Agents in 
China, y^n Influence to which not only the Whole of the Trade now carried on 
with China under the British Flag owes its present Prosperity, but to which the 
Trade sailing under the Amgrican, and indeed under all other Foreign Flags, 
are indebted for the quiet and peaceable Manner in which they are permitted to 
conduct their Commerce in China. 


“ The Money paid by the embarrassed Hong Merchants for Permission to 
carry on their Business under 'I'rust, was advanced by One of the richest of the 
other Hong Merchants, under the Guarantee of the Company for its Repayment. 
The Affairs of those Merchants have been since conducted under the general 
Superintendance of the Company’s Agents, the Sums required for the regular 
Conduct of the Business of th^ respective Hongs, being regularly advanced 
from the Company’s Treasury in China ; and it has been from the Profits of 
their BusiAess thus conducted, that a considerable Part of their Debts to Euro- 
peans, and others, has been liquidated, though the Sum advanced under the Com- 
pany’s Guarantee has not yet been repaid. 

“ It falls to the Company’s Agents in China, in the first Instance, to resist every 
Encroachment on the Privileges which have been obtained on various Occasions 
for the Advantages of the Foreign Trade. Slender those Privilcg s certainly are, 
but without them that 'I'rade would soon sink into absolute Insignificance. Those 
Agents also have generally in the First Instance to settle with the Hong the 
Prices of the Produce of the Country, together with the Prices of ihe greater 
Part of the Articles imported into China. And it is after the Representatives 
of the Company have encountered all the Charge, Labour, and Difllculty in 
the Accomplishment of these inipcrtant Objects, that the other Foreigners 
participate in all the Advantages resulting from the Exertions and pecuniary 
Sacrifices on the Part of the Company, without their being' called upon to 
assist in those Labours, or to repay any Part of the Sums necessarily ex- 
pended in such Exertions. 


“ It is in fact to the Influence which the Trade between Great Britain 
and China, granted exclusively to r.he East India Company, has given to their 
Representatives in China, that the Foreign Trade with that Empire has 
attained its present Amount. And it may without Hesitation be stated, that 
if that Influence were to be weakened by a Concession of any Part of the 
Company’s Rights and Privileges to the Merchants and other Inhabitants of 
the United Kingdom, the Trade with China must suffer a severe Shock, if it 
were not exposed to total and irreparable Ruin. 


Note.—The Quantity of 
Tea exported in the 
Company’s Slnjis in 
the SLx Seasons 1 805-6 
to 1810-11, was 

135,728,046 lbs. or 
per Aiinuiii - 

The Quantity of 'Fea 
exported in the Com- 
pany’s iShips in the 
Six Seasons 1811-12 
to 1816-17, was 

178,202,259 lbs., or 
per Annum 

The Quantity exported 
in the Company’s 
Ships in 1817-18, 
was 

Do.Do.Dofin 1818-19, 
was 


lbs. 

22,621,341 


29,715,376 


21,452.995 


22,322,503 


" As an Instance of the Effect of increased 
Demand upon Prices, it may be stated, that just 
before the Termination of the late W ar, the 
Company found Occasion to enlarge their 
Orders for Tea. The augmented Demand 
caused an Augmentation in the Price of the 
Article, which continued for several following 
Years. When the Demand /or an increased 
Provision of Tea was first made by the Com- 
pany’s Agents, the Merchants of Canton took 
Measures for obtaining the largest possible 
Supply from the Country. The Supply ex- 
ceeded the actual Demand ; and, as might have 
been expected, it was found that the Anxiety of 
the Tea-men to meet the required Demand had 
caused a great Deterioration in the Quality of 
the Article. The Company’s Servants, who 
3 p have 
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Charlie Qrojit, Esq. Note.^U is slated, that in One Season 

_ the Distress of the Tea-men was so 

great, owing to so much larger a 
Quantity of Tea being ordered by 
the Hong Merchants than required 
by the Company, that some of the 
poorer an>ong the Tea-men sold their 
Wives and Daughters, and became 
indifferent to Life. 

Prices very inadequate to the Ex 
Canton. 
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have the Refusal of almost all the Teas brought 
to Canton, were obliged to reject a very con- 
siderable Quantity on account of its defective 
Quality ; and as the Country Dealers could 
not dispose of their whole annual Produce for 
Exportation within the Year, they were com- 
pelled to dispose of the Surplus remaining in 
their Hands to the richer Hong Merchants, at 
;nces of its Cultivation, and of its Transport to 


“ There was, at the Beginning of the Period referred to (Season 1811-12), an 
actual increased Demand for the Company's Sales in England, and when to this 
was subsequently added the Expectations of further Demand on the Restoration 
of Peace, a Demand accompanied also by a l^turn to the Market of several Pur- 
chasers, wTOse Flags had been for a consider- 
Dutch. p«nes, Swed^h. and latterly a ^^le l ime Strangers to the Waters of China, 

‘ the Eftect just stated on the rnccs and Qualities 

of Tea, was no more than ought to have been looked for ; but it was an Effect, 
however plainly foreseen by the Company’s Servants, that they could not pre- 
vent ; and although the Evils have at length been remedied by a Restoration of 
the Qualities of some Parcels of Tea, and by a Reduction in the Prices of others ; 
yet it should be remembered, that the injurious Effects continued to operate for a 
From 1811-12 to Period of Six or Seven Years. 

1817-18. 

“ The Effect of the Competition in the Tea Country, on the Purchases for the 
Company, has but just ceased to operate with its full Force ; but should another 
Description of individual Purchasers be permitted to enter into the Market, bear- 
ing the English Name, and sailing under the English Flag, although it may be im- 
possible to calculate the Extent of the Speculations to which .such an Occurrence 
would give rise among the Hong and Tea Merchants of China, it is nevertheless 
quite clear, that the Prices of Teas would be again increased, and their Qualities 
deteriorated, which would require renewed Efforts on the Part of the Company’s 
Servants to bring back the Price and Quality to the late Standard, even though 
the Effects of the British private Trade should have ceased to operate in the imme- 
diate Vicinity of Canton. 

“ It will no doubt be contended, that these are no other than the Evils which 
at all limes accompany the considerable Enlargement of Demand in every 
Market ; and that as China is a large Country, filled with a numerous and indus- 
trious Population, and possessing every Diversity of Soil and CUimate, the 
Cultivation of the J ea Plant may be carried to any Extent the Foreign Consump- 
tion may require ; and that, under such Circumstances, so soon as the Supply and 
the Demand approach tolerably near to each other, the Prices will .find their just 
Level; and the Qualities be brought to tbeirformerStandard. Such would undoubt- 
edly be the Event in the Case supposed, provided the annual Demand were reduced 
to something like a regular Scale ; but in die Expectation of that continued 
Rivalry, which a Competition between theBiitUh private Merchants, the Americans, 
and others, for the Supply of Foreign Europe, would necessarily create, Fluctua- 
tion in the Demand and Variation in Price, with all their attendant Inconveni- 
ences, must be calculated upon as the inevitable Result. Should the American 
1 raders retain their European Connection, the British Merchants would fail in 
their avowed Object of superseding the Commerce of the United States in this 
Quarter of the Globe ; and should the British Merchants succeed in obtaining 
the Supply of that Part of the Foreign European Market which is now engrossed 
by the Americans, the Result would be, a Supply of Tea (on the Average of the 
Fourlast Years, 1815-16 to 1818-19} to the Extent of about Two millions seven 
hundred thou^nd Pounds Weight per Annum : but let it be duly remembered, 
that during this Contest, and whether the British Merchants finally succeeded or 
not, the East India Company would be obliged, to bear much the larger Part of the 

Burthen. 
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Burthen, bcpuse the Increase of Price inevitable upon such a Competition, would 
operate against them in the Ratio of more than Nine to One, such being the 
Proportion between the annual Exports of the Company for the Supply of their 

Sales in England, and the average annual Ex- 
port of the Americans for the Supply of the 
Consumption of Foreign Europe. It should 
also be borne in Mind, that if the Quality of 
the Teas imported for the Home Consumption 
of the United Kingdom are subjected to that 
Debasement the Competition supposes, there is 
no calculating the Effect such Debasement in 
Quality may have on the Consumers of the 
Article in this Country. There is Ground for 
much Apprehension, that were the Article of 
Tea ^ncc brought into general Disrepute, from 
the Deterioration of its Quality, the Prospect is very remote indeed of the East 
India Company ever being able to reinstate it in the good Opinion of the 
Community at large. 


dharies Grant, Esq. 


Note. — ^I’ea exported on the Com- 
pany’s Account from China in the 
last FourYears, 181.5-16 — 1818-19, 
Pounds Weight - 101,642,209 
Or on an Average per I „r, 

Annum, do. do. - J “ 

Tlie average annual Ex-'j 
])orls of the Ameri- 
cans in the same Pe- 
riod, for the Con- 
suiu})tion of Foreign j 
Europe, has before I 
been slated as enual to J 


> 2.700,226 


“ In addition to the foregoing Observations, Attention is now requested to th# 
Consequences which are likely to follow from renewed Embarrassments among 
the Hong Merchants. 


“ If the Kffed on tho.se Merchants, from their entering into Commercial Engage- 
ments with private British Merchants, may be e.stimated from what actually 
occurred in consequence of the Dealings of some of those Merchants with the 
Americans previous to the Year 1813, the same ora greater Degree of Embarrass- 
ment may be cxpedled to result from the Dealings uf the Hong Merchants with 
the private Adventurers from England. I'he i'V.eility with which Credit may be 
obtained from those Men is well known. On former Occasions whole Cargoes 
lia^ i' been supplied, and that to Persons almost entire Strangers to the Trade of 
Canton, on CTedit, This Facility is owing partly to the great Desire of the Chi- 
nese Merchants to do a great deal of Business, and partly that as Monev is lent 
in Cfiiiia ai a very high Rate of Inlerexst (from 10, 12, 15, and even to 18 per 
(^.ent. per Annum), It is indispensable, where the Capital is borrowed, that it 
shm ld he entirely employed. Such being the Facility of Credit, there can be no 
Doubt that the Trailers irom EnglaVid would avail themselves of it, and in the 
Event of tlieir Speculations not proving successful,* were even partial Failure of 
Payment to the Hong Merchant to result. Embarrassment would inevitably follow 
to the Affairs of such of them as have no Capital of their own, which is in fact 
the Case of Seven out of the Eleven Merchants who now compose the Hong at 
Canton. 


“ If these Embarrassments terminated in renewed Deeds of Trust, as took place 
in 1813, or, as is more probable on so quick a Succession of the same Evil, In 
the absolute Bankruptcy of several of the Hongs, the Result would be to the 
latter perpetual Imprisonment and Banishment, and to the Company and their 
Servants, a Repetition of the Loss, Trouble, Inconvenience, and Anxiety which 
have been the never-failing Attendants of the Arrangements of 1813. There 
are several of the Merchants Parties to the Arrangements of 1813, whose En- 
gagements are not yet liquidated, and there can be no doubt that in the Event 
of another Arrangement becoming necessary, the required Sums for extricating 
the Affairs of such Merchants, whether they were formally declared Bankrupt 
or not, must be furnished from what in China i? technically called the Consoo 
Fund. This Fund is formed by a Charge upon the Hong Merchants, regulated 
according to their respeftive Shares of the Foreign Trade with C.hina; and to 
enable them to contribute their several Proportions, such a Charge is made on 
the various Aracles of Import and. Export on account of the Foreign Trade, 
as is supposed sufficient to- cover the CJiatge made ujwrt e-ach of the Members of 
the Hong'} so that in the rated annual Sum paid by the Hong Merchants 
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Charges Grant, Esq. for the gradual Discharge of the Debts due from any of the Insolvent Members 

- — - — of that Body, is contributed, not by the Chinese Merchants from their Profits on 

the Trade, but by the Foreigners frequenting the Port of Canton, in the Shape 

of a Charge or Duty on the several Articles of 
their Commerce, and (what may justly be con- 
sidered as an Aggravation of the Evil) when 
once a Charge is admitted on the Censoo Fund, 
the Imposition on the Foreign Trade for meet- 
ing such Charge continues, though the Debts 
for which the Charge was originally made may be entirely liquidated. 


Note. — ^The Merchants, on a recent 
Occasion, stated an Intention to 
charge on Foreign Trade a Gift 
from them to the Emperor on bis 
attaining his 60lh Year. 


“ Thus, although the Admission of Individuals from England into the Commerce 
with China would probably cause the Evils before mentioned, from the renewed 
Embarrassment of the Hong Merchants, those Individuals would bear but a 
small Part of the Burthen ; the Trouble and Anxiety would exclusively fall on 
the Servants of the Company, and the Loss and Expence would be borne by the 
various Parties engaged in the Foreign I'rade, according to their several Propor- 
tions of that Trade.” 


Strictness towards “ One of the Hong Merchants (Consequa) in i8o» was amerced in the Sum of 
jCi 2,000, because a few Pieces of Camblets were smuggled from the Ship for 
■' which he was Security. 

“ In 1817 the American Ship Wabash was boarded in the Night by Chinese 
Pirates, the People forced overboard, and the Ship plundered ; on Complaint 
being made, the Chinese Officers seized and punished the Offenders, but discover- 
ing some Opium on board the Ship, the Security Merchant, Howqua, was amerced 
in the Sum of 300,000 Dollars. 


Russian andChinesc « According to Evidence delivered before the Lords, the following is the 

ra e at lac ta. Quantity of British Manufadures exported into China through Russia in the 
Year 1819. 

Woollen Cloth, Camblets, and Bombazetts, about 400,000 Yards. 

A large Quantity of Chintzes and Imitation of Bandana 
Handkerchief. 

Muslins and White Cdttons - ' - - 200,000 

Manchester Velveteens - - - 120,000 

Manchester Velverets - . . . 40,000 

“ It is stated therein, that the total Value of European Manufadures bartered 
at Kiachta, in the Year, was about 1,000,000 ; and that the Chinese are 
so eager for these Goods, that it is with Reludance they receive the Balance in 
Silver. 

“ A Merchant at St. Petersburgh has since afforded some Information on this 
Subjed ; he states, that this is a Barter T rade, principally Duty-free ; that it was esta- 
blished in 1762 ; in 1798 the Value of Exports about Silver Roubles 4,000,000; 
the Imports about the bame. In 1813, the Value of each about Silver Roubles 
5,407,300 ; and that the Trade is increasing principally in Cloths, Velverets, Vel- 
veteens, Camblets, and Shallons. Russian Common Cloths and Prussian Cloth 
have become a considerable Branch of that Trade ; it is probable the Yorkshire 
Cloths might be furnished cheaper for that Market. From this Observation of 
the Merchant at Petersburgh, it might be inferred that the Cloths exported were 
not English. 

“ The same Gentleman has given the Particulars but not the Value of the 
Exports and Imports from Odober 1819 to J une 1820. 


” But 
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“ But as it is to be presumed the Whole of the British ManulaSur« bar- Charla Grant, E»q, 

tered were forwarded through Petersburgh, and .paid the Transit Duties there, — 

the Value of Goods paying those Duties in 1819 may be considered a fair Estimate 
of the Amount of British Articles which composed the Barter Trade at Kiachta 
in the Year 1819. 

“ The Value of Goods entered at Petersburgh in that Year, for Transit, was 
Roubles 4,103,600, and as that Value is said to be computed ih Paper Roubles, 
which are about equal to Ten-pence each, the Total Value of the Goods <vas 
.4170,983. . 

Now, to whatever Amount that Value may be carried by the Land Carriage 
of 4 or 5000 Miles through Russia, the Charges so incurred can be of no Benefit 
to the English Manufacturer ; his Object in that Trade must be to supersede the 
Cloths, Woollen, anil Cotton of Prussia, the Netherlands, and Rus^ itself, in the 
coarse Woollens. 

“ It is probable, that the Inhabitants of the Northern Provinces of China, 

Pe-che-lee, Shantong, &c. might receive the same Description of Articles, even 
through Canton and the great Canal, cheaper than through Russia, were the 
Transit encouraged by the Chinese ; and there can be no Doubt, were British 
Vessels *permitted to import into any of the Ports in the Yellow Sea, that all 
Sorts of British Goods might be delivered as cheap as at Canton ; but as Two 
expensive Ifmbassies have not induced the Chinese to relax from their jealous 
and restricted Policy in respect to Foreigners, it appears exceedingly idle for the 
Advocate., of the Free Trade to speculate upon a Condition of I'Kings in respect 
to their Trade, which has never existed in favour of the extensive Commerce of 
the Company ; and till that Condition shall be effected, they niustfv were they to 
be admitted to trade at Canton, carry it on through the Hong Merchants, in 
the sanu; Manner as the Company, unless they speculate upon entering on a Trade 
of Smuggling altogether, which, though it might be successful to a small Extent, 
could not be carried on at Canton to a large Amount from Year to Year, without 
being discovered, and producing Ruin to many. 

“ Mr. Elphinstone, late Chief of the Company’s Factory at Canton, states a 
Fact which appears material in relation to the foregoing Subject : He says, “ the 
Prices at whicli the Evidence bc’fore the Lords states the English Velveteens to 
have sold lor at Kiachta, is much the same as that at which the best Velvet can 
be purchased for Exportation at Canton.” The Manufacture of every Descrip, 
tion of Velvets is carried to great Perfection in the middle Provinces of the 
Empire, and where it is cheaper than at Canton.” 


Q. Will you state what Objections you conceive to exist to the Admissioa 
of private Merchants and Ship Owners to trade with China? 

A. 1 beg to olfer, in the first Place, a View of what I conceive to be their Objects 
in their present Requisitions, and then to submit a View of the Consequences 
which in my Apprehension would result from granting those Privileges. 

The Witness delivers in the Statement, which is read, and is as follows : 

“ The Objects of those who now contend for new Enlargements in the Eastern 
Trade, may be stated under the following Heads : 

“ I St. The Infraction of the Company's exclusive Privileges, by the Permis- 
aon of a Free Trade from the United Kingdom to China. 

“ and. A further Infraction of the same Privileges, by the Permission of a 
Free Trade in Tea, &c. from China, and India, to Foreign Europe. 

( 4 - 2 .) 3 Q “ 3 rd. 
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Charles Grant, Esq. « 3rd. A Still further Infraction, by the Permission of a I rade from the 

North-west Coast of America to China in Furs, and back to America 

generally. 

“ 4th. Further Facilities for carrying on Trade between Great Britain and 
the Islands in the Eastern Archipelago, particularly Licence to employ 
Ships of 2JO Tons in that Trade. 


“ The Projectors of these Changes profess to expect great Advantages from 
the Adoption of them, namely, the Diffusion of the Manufactures of this Country 
into the general Consumption of the Chinese Empire ; the Acquisition for British 
Subjects of a Trade from China and India to Foreign Europe ; and a 'I’rade 
between China and America, North and South. In order to open the Way to 
this great Speculation,, the Authors of it seem to assume, among other Things, 
either that the East India Company may be induced to forego the exclusive Pri- 
vilege in the Trade to China, which Parliament for just and weighty Reasons has 
lately conceded to them, or that the Legislature may be induced to break a 
solemn jCompact which it has made with the Company. 

“ As far as the Disposition of the Directors of the Company is concerned, 
they must wish that no Ambiguity should rest upon so momentous a^Subject. 
The Monopoly of the China Trade they believe to be essential for enabling tiiem 
to carry on the Administration of the Government of British India ; the pro- 
posed Infractions of the Monopoly would in their Opinion be dangerous to their 
Interests in China, if at all consistent with the Maintenance of their present foot- 
ing there. And I believe they also think as 1 myself do, that if the required 
Admission of British Subjects generally into the China 'I’radc were accoriied, the 
Ejtpectations of those who propose that Scheme would be disappointed, and that 
great Confusion and Injury would be likely to result from it ; therefore the Dufy 
of the Direetttrs to their Con.stituenls, and to the Nation, must forbid them to 
accede to the proposed Infraction of the Company’s tfharter. But as they do 
not wish to .stand before the Public in that Light in which possibly some would 
invidiously place them, as opposing the general Good for the Sake of the sepa- 
rate Interest of the Company, they are ready to shew the Grouml., on which they 
are sincerely convinced, that it would not be for die Benefit of the Public to 
grant the Conc essions now required. Some of those Grounds will appear under 
the follow'ing Heads. 

“ In considering the Ends which the Advocates for this new Scheme of 
Commerce preapose to themselves, there should be a constant Recollection of the 
Obstacles which Iiave been before stated, as opposing the Extension of British 
Commerce in China. The Papers, which have been written in favour of the pro- 
posed Innovations, seem to take it for granted, that nothing is wanting to Succe.ss, 
but a Relaxation of the Privileges of the East India Company. The jealous 
Policy of the Chinese Government ; the strict Monopoly against its own Subjects 
under which it has placed the Trade of Foreigners ; the narrow Channel through 
which that Trade has its Entrance into the Country ; the Inadequacy of such a 
Channel for conveying a large Trade to distant Parts ; the abundant Home Manu- 
factures of the Chinese in Cotton and Silk, which suit their Taste better than 
our Fabrics, the arbitrary Exactions and frequent Changes of the Cihiiicse Officers 
of Government, which discourage and render insecure free Enterprise ; all these 
formidable Hindrances to the Extension of Briti.sh Commerce in (.iluna, seem to 
be quite unknown or overlooked : but they are all Realities. The India Company 
have had, and still have to act under the Experience of their unconquerable Influ- 
ence. It is with Difficulty they have kept their Ground ; with still greater Effort, 
that, from the Magnitude and Unity of their Concerns, and the Prudence of their 
Factors, they have been enabled to make a gradual Progress in increasing the 
Vent of the Productions of this Country and its Dependencies ; and with all 
their judicious Management, the Currency, if not the Stability of the Trade, is 
not unfrcquently endangered by the insolent despotic Conduct of the Public 

Functionaries. 
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Functionaries. The First Enquiry, therefore, in respect to the projected Enlarge- 
ments, is, how all those formidable Difficulties are to be surmounted. The 
Sovereign of Great Britain, after sending repeated Embassies to the Emperor of 
China, has failed tR 'obtain any Change in the jealous narrow Policy of that 
Governmenr. The India C'ompany, after a settled Connection of above a Century 
with the Country, is confined in all its Operations to the One Port, and One 
restricted Channel, already described, and preserves these only by great Circum- 
spection ; what Chance then of greater Influence can a Number of unconnected 
Individuals possess, when their very Number and Appearance may be more likely 
to increase the Repugnance of that cautious Government ? These Considerations 
seem absolutely decisive against the Probability of enlarging the Trade by the 
new Means now proposed. I’o succeed in that Object, a Change must be pro- 
duced in the Policy of the Chinese Government ; and the First Point therefore, is 
to effect such a Change ; till that is done, the professed Ends of the proposed 
Scheme cannot be attained : therefore, were there no other Reason for continuing 
the presetit Order of Things, it ought not to be disturbed. But there are various 
other Considerations which militate against the Speculation in question. 

'J’lie British Subjects who now^ trade to China, are all the Servants of the 
Com|)any, and amenable to their Authority, or they are Persons who traffic under 
the Licence of the Comjiany’s Indian Governments. They arc all, therefore, 
under (he I’rotection and Controul of the Company’s Factors, who are made 
responsible to the Government for any Violations, on their Part, of the Laws of 
the Country. I’here is thus One British Authority there, and One only, armed 
with sufficient Influence to keep the Conduct of the British Traders tolerably 
consistent with the System of the Company’s Commerce, and the Regulations 
ol’ the (fliinese Government, (saving in respect to occasional Excesses of British 
Seamen, of whom something will be said hereafter). But this is a kind of facto* 
rial Authority over Servants, or those who arc in some measure Dependants. 

If Shijis ami 'fraders wx-re permitted to go from this Country to China, they 
w'oiild go by the Authority of the State, with all the Rights of British Subjects; 
they would not owe Subjection to the Company’s Representatives, and there is no 
Reason to believe that they would be disposed to yield any ; nor would it be at all 
reasonable that those Representatives should be made answerable to the Chinese 
Government for their C’onduct. But that is a Condition hitherto claimed by that 
Government in respect to al] British Subjects, even those in His Majesty’s 
Service ; and they would continue to exact it from the principal Brftish Establish- 
ment there. Wliat Provision could be made against these Difficulties? It is not 
easy to conccavc how any British Legislation could be made to reach the Exigency. 
A Law which would leave Parties amenable to Courts in England, would, from 
the Time that must elapse in every Appeal, be obviously inefficient. And it may 
well be questioned, whether the (’hinese Government would submit to the 
Institution of^my English legal 'IVibunal there, though only for*Suits among the 
English. It w'ould be a perfect Novelty in that Country ; and even if it can be 
supposed that it would be tolerated. Appeals would probably soon be made, by 
losing Parties, to the venal Judges and Courts of the Country, who would not 
be likely to abate any of their Power, in deference to the Proceedings of a Society 
of Aliens, living under the Protection of the Government, therefore amenable to 
its Laws. 

Again, the India Company acts in its Commercial (’oncerns in China as an 
Individual; it has an Unity of Counsel and of Operation. It is so far a Mat A 
for the (.ffiinesc Cknnpany, the Hong. Its Imports are not depreciated, as they 
W’ould bo if brought in by various Individuals,^ each going to Market for himself ; 
in this AVay, one might continually offer lower than another, and the general 
Standard of the selling Price of Imports be lowered. In the Purch.ase of Goods for 
Exportatient, directly the contrary might be expected; Competition would enhance 
their Prices ; and thus the Trade both in Imports and Exports be turned against 
the British Merchant, by the Number of Dealers. If indeed there were, in 'like 
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'Ouiria Ornnt, Esq. Manner, many Buyers and Sellers on the other Side, both Parties mi^ht perhaps 
meet at a Point of Equality ; but it is not to be forgotten, that the Chinese Hong 
would be like the English Company’s Factory, but One Individual ; therefore the 
' Disadvantage would be both ways against the numerous and tnconnected Fordgn 
Dealers. 

“ Such precisely would be the Situation of private English Traders if they 
were permitted to resort to China ; they would throw down at once the Value 
of the Commodities they imported, and enhance the Cost of those they desired 
to export : and having to transaft with One Interest only on the other Side, that 
is the Hong Monopoly, they could not have the equalizing Advantage which a 
Plurality of Dealers on that Side would produce. But this would not be all ; 
it might be expected that the India Company would experience a new and 
powerful Competition from the Influx of so many individual English Traders. 
At present, although the Americans trade pretty largely with the Chinese, the 
chief Article they carry to that Market is Bullion; and in purchasing Teas, which 
compose the greater Part of their Return Cargoes, it is understood that they are 
content with taking what remains in the Market after the Company have 
made their Purchases. But an Influx of English Free Traders must occasion 
a new and powerful Agitation in the Market, both for Imports and Exports ; 
it is not to be expefted they would enter on that Scene with kindly Disposi- 
tions towards the Company ; it might be rather feared they would incline to 
view them with Feelings of Envy or Rivalship, and indeed that they could 
not well avoid entering into Competition with them in the Trade of the same 
Articles, both Import and Export. The injurious Consequences which would 
naturally follow to both Parties, having only the same great Merchant, or the De- 
pendants of that Merchant, to deal with, have been already described ; it might 
then become a Contest which of the Parties could longest continue a losing 
Trade, and the Free Traders might do as they had before done in their Disap- 
pointment, complain of the Company’s remaining Privileges, and seek the whole 
Field to themselves. With the Company’s Establishment they could hardly be 
on a Footing which would either dispose them to support its Consequence or to 
solicit its Proteftion ; and it would be contrary to past Experience if a Number 
of separate unimportant Individuals, left to themselves, were not contemned and 
oppressed by the Chinese, as happened, not unfrequently, in the earlier Times of 
the Company’s Adventures to China, when they sent small Ships, and had ob- 
tained no fixed Abode there. A resident Consul on the Part of His Majesty 
would, it may be thought, prove a sufficient Provision against such Evils; but an 
Appointment of that Nature might produce new Embarrassments. It is the 
Magnitude of the Company’s Concerns at Canton, joined to the Perseverance and 
the prudent Management of their Fadlors, which leads them to temporize with 
the Insolencies aod Caprice of the Government, that gives Weight and Respect 
to their Factors. The Consul would not have thfit Kind of Weight which Pro- 
perty and Dealings gave, but he would in some Sort represent a great Sovereign ; 
and it might therefore not become his Office to submit to Indignities which the 
Servants of a Body of Merchants could endure without incurring much Disgrace. 
And there would be this further Inconvenience from the Appointment of such 
an Office ; it he possessed no Authority over the Establishment of the East 
India Company, he would still appear to the Chinese, though invested with the 
King’s Ckimmission, in some respect an Inferior ; and if he were permitted to 
exercise any Authority over the Company’s Representatives, and especially to be 
a Medium between them and the Chinese Goverment, so that the Factors instead 

transading immediately with the Chinese Government, should have to make 
their Representations through him, it would totally alter the Situation of 
the Company there, perhaps render them incapable of supporting themselves 
as before. 

“ It might be expeded that a large Influx of English Traders and Seamen in 
private Ships, would increase the Probability of Quarrels with the People of the 
Country, at least between them and the English Sailors. Something has been 
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'sii 9 upon this Subjeft before; but the Advocates for a Free Trade to China Charles Grant, Etq. 

fwhich they vainly assume to depend on England) “ trust it has been sufficiently 

** proved that the Fears formerly entertained of Disputes arising out of a Free 
“ Intercourse with the Chinese, to the probable Annihilation of all Trade with that 
“ singular People, are totally groundless.” 

“ How this Proof has been made out, I am not aware. It will hardly be 
denied, that such Disputes have occurred in Times past; that they will not happen 
any more, or that they might not prove very noxious, though they should not 
occasion the absolute Ruin of the Trade, seem to be Positions beyond Proof, 
and uncountenanced by Experience. 'I'he Case of the American Seamen resort- 
ing to China, cannot be allowed to be decisive of the Question. They are under- 
stood to have been Men of rather a superior Order ; to have received during the 
late War double the Pay of British Seamen, and since the Peace Half as much 
again ; to enjoy several Indulgences on the Voyage, among which is the Privilege 
of purchasing some Things on their own Account; and it is said too, that they are 
Persons who have Families, who are known to the Owners and Commanders of 
the Ships in which they sail, and indeed look forward to become themselves Offi- 
cers and Commanders in their Turn. The British Seaman, on the contrary, is said 
to have less Pay, and that Pay to be his sole Advantage in the Voyage Out and 
Home. As long as the Disparity of Circumstances shall be so great (and it does 
not appear easy to approximate the Condition of the British Seaman to that 
of the American just described), it can be no Wonder that it should produce a 
considerable Difference of Character. But the British Seaman is said to be too 
often thoughtless and extravagant ; and possessing nothing, hoping for nothing 
beyond Subsistence, to seize upon Gratification, whenever it is presented to 
him, regardless of Consequences. That Men of this Stamp remaining in Har- 
bour for Months, contiguous to the Shore in such a populous Country, and 
among such a People as the Chinese, numerous, corrupt, and timid, should, not- 
withstanding all Restraints, sometimes break out into Irregularities, is not much to 
be wondered at; and surely more isnotto be expected from the Crews of private 
Vessels, than from those of the Company's Ships, where a stricter Discipline is 
kept up ; neither can it be Matter of Surprize, that the daring Eccentricities of 
such Men, among so tame and submissive a People as the Chinese, should be 
offensive to a despotic yet easily alarmed Government. Why the Apprehensions 
arising from such Considerations should be deemed chimerical, it may not be 
easy to explain ; lot an Appeal be made to Facts. 1 hat there have been frequent 
Quarrels between the English beamen and the Chinese, and that such Quarrels 
have been attended with very serious Consequences, is an Historic^il Truth. It 
is as old as the early Intercourse of our Countrymen with China ; it has been 
experienced from 1 ime to l ime, in all the Progress of our Connection with that 
Country ; and the Impression of it has been habitual on the Minds of those who 
had to transact, on the Part of the Company, with the Chinese Authorities. It 
would betediousto go through the Series of the Company’s Records for Instances ; 
let a Reference to one of ancient Date, and to some of recent Occurrence, suf- 
fice,. as shewing that the Evil was known more than a Century ago, and still 
exists. • 

“ Anno 1689 an unfortunate Quarrel happened between the Captain and 
Seamen* of a Ship, and the Chinese. It involved the English in great Difficulties ; 
they were unable to procure a Reconciliation, and sailed, leaving some of their 
People in the Hands of tbe Chinese.” This was before the Company was allowet^ 
an Establishment in China. 

“ In the Years 1792* 1804, 1807, and 1810, the Trade of the Company 
was most seriously embarrassed in consequence of British Seamen being 
charged with the Murder of Chinesei On those Occasions, and in all of 
those Instances, it .appeared that the Seamen acted under the Influence of 
the Liquor with which they were supplied in the Public Houses . in the Vici- 
nity of Canton. And in another Instance, which occurred in the Year 1799, 
the Seamen, acting under the same Influence, directed their Fury, not against 
( 42 .) S R 
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ClMrlet Grant, Esq. Chinese, who in none of the Cases before mentioned were without Blame, but 

* against some of the Authorities of the other European Nations trading to Chma. 

For on that Occasion (namely in 1799), the Seamen from the Company’s Ships, 
in the most outrageous and unwarrantable Manner, proceeded to the respective 
Factories of the Dutch and • Spanish Nations, struck their several Flags, and 
tore them in Pieces. The Appendix (E.) contains a larger Enumeration of 
Instances of this Kind, and more Particulars of the Circumstances attending 
them. 

“ That these disgraceful Acts have not been very recently repeated, is to be 
ascribed to the Discipline enforced by the Commanders and Officers of the Com- 
pany’s Ships ; a Discipline to be alone expected from Persons so deeply inter- 
ested as our CoiTunanders and Officers in the orderly and peaceable Conduct of 
the Crews of the several Ships. That Discipline is undoubtedly severe, as it 
extends to the Deprivation of all general Leave of Absence on Shore, the Crews 
being detained to the Duties of their respective Ships and Boats during the whole 
Period of their Stay in the River of Canton. It is the Necessity of the Case- 
alone which can justify so much Restraint towards the Crews of the Ships engaged 
in the China Trade but it is a Restraint which can only be effectually exercised 
byaBody of Officers educated and constituted like those brought up in the Marine 
Service of the East India Company. 

“ It may be argued, that the Excesses to which British Seamen have always 
been prone in China, might be restrained by Legislative Measures here, or by 
investing the Supra-cargoes in China with more Power. It is merely the Fear ol 
being tedious, that prevents the Discussion of these Arguments. Only Legislative 
Provisions of great Severity would have any Chance of being efficient ; and such 
Provisions, which would be abhorrent to the Nature of British Seamen, might in- 
duce more Evils than they would cure, create Animosity in the Seamen against their 
Officers, and give large Scope for Litigation in England. As to conferring new 
Power, either on a Consul appointed by the King, or on the Supra-cargoes, such 
Power, to be efficient, must also be of a legislative Kind : it could not be enforced 
m China against the Will of the Government. Offenders could not easily be 
pursued w-ith Effect in England ; and if the Crews of private Ships were by any 
new Provision placed under the Controul of the Supra-cargoes, which perhaps 
would be best for the National Interests there, it may easily be conceived how 
repugnant, and how likely to be arraigned, the Exercise of such a Power would 
be to all Persons engaged in the private 'Frade. 

“ The Tr'uth is, the Quarrels which happen between British Sailors and tlu- 
Chinese People, originate in the Genius and Habits of the several Parties j anti 
until these undergo a Change, entire Prevention, though always to be aimed at, 
is hardly to be hoped for.” 


Q. Have you any thing further to add, on the Subject of the American Trade 
to China, and from thence to Foreign Europe ? 

A. I have brought a Paper upon that Subject, which I beg to submit to the 
Committee. 


The Witness delivers in the same, whicii is read, and is as follows : 

“ The Foreign Trade with the Port of Canton in China is almost exclusively 
divided between the Subjects of Great Britain, and those of the United States of 
America. The Trade of the British with Canton having been stated, it now 
remairus to consider the Trade carried on under the American Flag with that 
Port. • 


Two 
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“ Two particular Accounts framed in China of that Trade, one of the Irtiports diaries Grant, Esq. 

and another of the Exports, from the Year 1804-5 *0 the Year 1818-19, will be 

found in the Appendix (F.) ’ 

“ It may be sufficient to introduce here, the Totals of those Years which form 
the whole Period of the Accounts furnished from Canton. 



IMPOll'l'S INTO CHINA. 

Exports 
from China. 

Total Value 

Imports 

and Exports. 

Dollars. 


- _ 

Average. 

Salt! Value, 
Merchandi/c. 

Dollars. 

Number 
of Dollars. 

Total Value. 

Dollars. 

Total Value. 

Dollars. 





•2,902,000 

3,555,818 

3,842,000 1 

7,397,H18 

}• 1,602,860 







1 

(or, at 4d.) 


sL 

di 

I SOo-f) 


4,1/0,000 

5,326,358 

5,127,000 

10,45.3,358 

2,264,894 

) 7,245,034 

1,81 1,258 

1S01k7 


2,805,000 

;5,877,.1(i2 

4,294,000 

8,171,362 

• 

1.770,461 



1807-S 

008,000 

3.032,000 

;i,940,090 

3,476,000 

7,416,090 

1,606,8 19j 



18(KS-!) 

•109, Md 

70.000 

479,850 

808,000 

1,287,850 

279,034' 



1 HOD- 10 

1,021,000 

1.723,000 

5,744,600 

5,715,000 

11,459,600 

2,482,913 



1SI0-)1 

508,800 

2,;{30,000 

2,898,800 

2,973,000 

5,871,800 

1,272,233 

^ 5,031,294 

1,678,098 


i,2:>7,8io 

1.875,000 

3,132,810 

2,771*000 

5,903,810 

1,279,158 




837,000 

G 1(1,000 j 

1,453,000 

620,000 

2,073,000 

449,166. 



1 1 



• 






;in(l > 

ISM-L'i J 

1j1,.'i00 

- - - 

451,500 

572,000 

1.023,500 

221,758 

] 


ISl.O-Hi 

r»o:),r)()o 

1 ,922,000 

2,527,500 

4,220,000 

6,747,500 

1,461,958 "1 

1 


1810-17 

1,001,000 

4,545,000 

.5,605, 600 

5,703,000 

11,312,6Q0 

2,451,063 1 

f 









> 11,041,112 

2,761,028 

1H17-IS 

l,17r>,H2H 

5,(10 1,000 

7,076,828 

6,777,000 

13,853,828 

3,001,662 1 

i 


1818-lD 

2,003, ini 

7,414,000 

i 

1 

10.017,151 

9,041,755 

19,058,906 

4,129,429 J 

• 

1 



“ The Year 1808-9 doubtless affected by the Embargo laid by the 
American Government on their own Shipping in the preceding Year, and the 
YcafsP 1812-13, 1813-14, and 1814-15, were also affected by the War be- 
tween America and Great Britain. Leaving out those Four Years, and the 
whole Period is then divided into three Parts, from which it appears that the 
Average of the last Four Years exceeds the Average of the Three Years 
1809-10 a i8ii-i«, in the Sum of .about ^1,083,000 per Annum, taking 
Exports and Imports together \ but in fact the Increase of Capital thrown into 
the Trade, can only be reckoned at about One Half of that Amount, or 
rather less; and it hence follows, that an Amount not more than .Y’500, 000 
may be assumed as the Total Increase to the American Trade with China 
since the Opening of the Trade with India to the Merchants of Britain. 


“ The Statement already referred to in Appendix (F.), will shew the 
various Articles of which the American Imports into Canton were composed 

for 
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from 1804.-5 to 

1818-19. The 
American Imports 
for the Four last 
Years. 1815-16 to 
18 18- <9, which 
comprised the larg- 
est Importation of 
the whole Period, 
are stated in the 
Margin. 

“ The first Ob- 
servation which oc- 
curs from the Con- 
sideration of the 
Statement in the 
Margin, is, that if 
the Amount of the 
American Imports 
into China be di- 
vided into Four 
Parts, about Three 
of those Parts con- 
sist of Bullion, con- 
sequently not more 
than One-fourth of 
their Imports consist 
of Goods, and of 
those Goods a very 
small Portion only 
arc of British Pro- 
duce. As the Ac- 
counts from which 


-A^ricun iitiports into Cantoii in the Years Jj815*16 to 1819, ; 



1815-16. 

1810-17. 

1817-18. 

1818-19. 

Dollars 

- Number 

i,922.oao 

4,545,000 

5 , 001,000 

7,414,000 

Ginseng 

- Pcculs 

1,508 

2.570 

1,001 


Opium 

Do. 

80 

488 

448 

818 

Quicksilver - Do. 

450 

• 998 

3,240 

9,345 

Lead 

- Do. 

— 

9,546 

11,217 

13,248 

Iron 

Do. 

2,300 

3,383 

4, .583 

8,596 

(Copper 

Do. 

300 

2.020 

2,697 

14,402 

Steel 

Do. 

130 

1,500 

105 

— 

Betel Nut 

Do. 


16,627 

8,000 

— 





r 

Value, 

Skins 

- Number 

140,385 

04,048 

84,252.< 

Dollars 





\ 

372,296 

Cochineal 

- Peculs 

43 

35 

40 

— 

Pepper 

Do. 

— 

— 

200 

— 

Till 

Do. 

— 

— 

— 

2,954 

Ebony 

Do. 

— 

450 

li*>7 

— 

Cotton 

Do. 

550 

— 

— 

— 

Wax 

Do. 


— 

110 

— 

Sulphur 

Do. 

— 

J,146 

— 

— 

Camlets 

Pieces 


1,798 

— 

1,788 

Cloves 

Peculs 

— 

28 

— 

— : 

Sandal Wood Do. 

2,500 

7.400 

15,825 

10,152 

Bombazetts - Pieces 

— 

— 

— 

2,400 

Broad Cloth Do. 

— 

— 

— 

709 

Chints 

Do. 

— 

— 

— 

000 

Ginseng and Sundries, 

without any Specification, arc stated at the 


Value of 233, 

269 Dollans, 


Note . — 

The Import.s of Europe Articles were greater in the last 


than in the 

former Tliree Years, with the Exception of 


Steel, of which there 

was none imjiorted in 

1818-19, 


and Camlets, of which 

1 0 Pieces less were im 

ported in 


1818-19 than in I81C-17. 




these Proportions are taken, comprehend a Series of Years, they may be assumed 
to exhibit the settled Mode and Course of their "Frade. 


“ adly. It is not to be questioned, that the Americans will continue to supply 
the Demand of their own Country for Chinese Productions, because they can do 
so with moje Advantage than Foreigners ; and that the only Way in which British 
Merchants could enter into Competition with them in the China Market, will be in 
British Goods, which, as above stated, are imported in so trifling a Degree by the 
Americans, as to be no Object of Contest. 


“ A particular View, however, of 
the Articles of American Imports into 
Canton, in wjtich the Product or Ma- 
nufactures of Britain are at all likely 
to compete, is given in the Margin ; 
and from the last of the Four Years 
in the preceding Statement, because 
it is that wherein the largest Quan- 
tity of each was imported. 




Pecol.% or 

Ton*. 

• 

Value. 

Lead 


* Dollars. 

- 

13,248 - 

788 

76,176 

Iron 


8,590 - 

512 

34,384 

Copper 

- 

14,402 - 

857 

316.814 

Tin 

- 

2,954 - 

176 

62,034 

Camlets 

* 

— Pieces 1,788 

•80,460 

Bombazetts 

- 

— 

2,400 

16,800 

Broad Cloth 

- 

— 

769 

38,450 

Chintz 

V 

- 

600 

4,600 


“ Fmm private Information, it is presupied that the Copper referred to, was the 
Produce of South America, which may be supposed to .he the Fact, from the Price 
at which that Copper sold, namely, under 80 per Ton ; so that if Copper were 

considered 
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considered as an Article generally vendible in China, the Price at which the Arne* Charles Grant, 

rican Copper was sold, does not appear to promise much to the Mining Interest 

of Britain. It is stated by One of the China Supra-cargoes, that this Copper is 
not used by the Chinese, but purchased by the Traders from India, to export 
thither. The Tin is understood to have been imported from the Island of Banca, 
the Produce of which is more in request in China than the Produce of the Mines 
of Cornwall. The Company have exported Cornish Tin to China for many 
Years past, and upon an Average of the Period from 1793-4 to 1818-19, at a 
Loss. 


Annual Invoice Value of Woollens, 
Lead, Iron, Tin, &c. imported by 
the Company into China, on tlic 
average of 2C Years - ^946,244. 

Sale Value of Lead, Iron, Bombazetts, 
Broad Cloth, and Chintz imported 
into China by the Americans in the 
Years 1818-19, 

Lrs. 170,610 or ^£’36,96:.. 


“ The Camlets are supposed to have been 
Dutch Manufacture, which are also more in 
request in China than the Manufactures of Nor- 
wich. That they were so, may be presumed, 
from the stated Fact, that the American Cam- 
lets sold for about 45 Dollars each Piece, while 
those exported by the Company only produced 
about 40 Dollars each Piece. 


In respect to the Lead, Iron, Broad Cloth, and other Woollens, it may be 
sufficient to say, that the Company have never failed to supply the Market in 
China with the full Quantity that Market appeared likely to absorb ; indeed they vide Paper referred 
have not stopped sliort at that Point, for, in fact, during the Period of Twenty-six to in the Evidence 
Years before mentioned, (from 1793-4 to t8i8-i9pthe Invoice Value of British 
Woollens, Metals, &c. imported into China by the East India Company, amounted • 

on an Average to ,t 946,244 per Annum, on 
which an Average Loss was sustained of about 
^64,000 per Annum. From 1793-410 1813- 
14, inclusive ; the whole Charges added to the 
Prime Cost of the Goods in England, including 
Risk, Interest of Money, Freight and Charges, 

Shipping and Merchandize, amounted to only 
lo^ per('enf.;and since 18 13-14, those Charges 
have amounted to about 1 2 per Cent., on the 
AVtt'age of t% last Five Years. A Charge, it 
is presumed, less than any Individuals could 
afford to put upon the Prime Cost of their 
Cargoes, especially when so large a Part of the 
present Period was subjected to War Charges and to War Risk. 


Note. — To the Year 1813-14 inclusive, 
a Sum equal to 1()A per Cent, on 
the prime Cost of the Goods pur- 
chased in England for Exportation 
to China was added, which made the 
Invoice Cost to that Period, lint 
since 1813-14 the real Charges of 
Risk, Freight, Interest, eS:c. have 
been added to the ])rinic Cost, for 
shewing the Invoice Cost of such 
Goods ; which Sum, in the last Five 
Years, is equal to a Charge of 12 per 
Cent, on the prime Cost of Goods 
purchased by the Company \n 
England. 


“ On this Point it may be only necessary further to obaerve, that as the whole 
Experience of the Company abundantly proves there is no other legitimate Mode 
for introducing British Products and Manufactures into China, than that employed 
by the Company, it would certainly follow, were such Articles publicly imported 
by private Merchants, the Sale Value of the whole would be depreciated, whilst, 
for the Reasons before stated, the Consumption could not be materially extended, 
and of course, the Company in their own Defence, would be forced to the painful 
Necessity of reducing the Quantity of their Exports, in the Ratio tliat the 
Exports of the Private Merchants affected the Sale Value of British Articles in 
China. 


“ There has been a Rumour, traced to no authentic Source, that some House.ai 
Canton had commissioned to England for British Manufactures to the Amount 
of a Million Sterling. — No Operation of that Magnitude, or approaching to it, has 
been discovered, and the Report is very incredible. Howqua, a rich Hong Mer- 
chant, and a large reputed Adventurer to America and Europe, has been thought 
the most likely to embark in such a Speculation ; but he has a great Quantity ul 
the Compafly’s Woollens unsold and piled up in his W arehouses. 
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CiiuricB urant, Eiq. From what has been said, it may be concluded, that as British Merchants cannot 

enter into any Competition with the Americans, for supplying the United States 

with Chinese Commodities for their own Consumption, so neither can the 
Americans compete with the British Importer of his own Country Manufactures 
into Canton ; and as there is no Prospect of effecting any considerable Increase in 
the Demand there for those Manufactures, there would be no Opening for such 
a new Trade in them as is now in Speculation, even if there were not invincible 
Objections to such a Trade. 

“ The Statement of the American Export Trade with China, comprehends the 
whole Trade carried on by that Flag for the Consumption of the United States, 
as well as for the Consumption of Foreign Europe ; and the Increase of that Trade 
in the last Four Years is partly for an increased American, and partly for an 
increased European Demand. 


Exported from Canton for American Consumption. 



Tea, 

Pounds Weight. 

Nankeens, 

Pieces. 

Raw Silk, 
PccuU. 

Silk Goods, 
Pieces. 

Sugar, 

Pcculs. 

Cassi.T, 

Peculs. 

Sundries, 
Value, Dollars. 

1815-lfi 

4,514,280 

455,000 





1,695 


1816.17 

6,074,100 

1,434,000 

- 

. 

- 

2,500 

4,950 

— 

1817-18 

7,535,885 

1,228,000 


576 

200.886 

10,717 

2,047 

256,350 

1818-19 

8,884,998 

1,563,600 


821 

291,751 

26,453 

3,547 

182,131 

Exported from Canton 

for European Consumjrtion. 


1815-lG 

2,731,010 

185,000 

m 

. 

• 


1,650 


1816-17 

2,880,000 

360.000 

- 

• 

- 

4,500 

1,294 

1 — 

1817-18 

2,086,245 

241,000 


170 

£50 

1,20# 

550 

18,200 

J818-19 

3,103,651 

726,800 


2 

?45 

15,700 

1,491 

f 

15,343 


— The Year 1818*19, as received from Canton, does not distinguish the Quantities 
intended for European and American Consumption ; as the whole Quantity 
exported is stated, and the Value of that intended for Europe, the particular 
Quantities have been found by t^e Proportion the Value of the Part given bears 
to the whole Quantity stated- 


“ It is only in 
the Four Years 
from 1 8 1 5* 1 6 to 
1818-19 that 
the Siaiements 
from Canton se- 
parate the Ame- 
rican Exports 
into Consign- 
ments intended 
for American 
and European 
Consumption ; 
and although in 
the Margin a 
Statement is ex- 
hibited of the 
Quantities in- 
tended for Eu- 
rope and Ameri- 
ca respectively, 
it is only for the 
Two last Years 
of the Period, 
that the Value 
of the Consign- 


ments can be stated separately, which is as follow 


1 

• 

In 1817-18. 

In 1818-19. 

Value Cargoertxported from Canton by the Americans, 
intended for the Consumption of the > 
United States - - - J 

Dollarb’. 

5,927,519 

Dollars. 

7,582,372 

Ditto . - intended for the Consumption of Eu- 1 
rope - - - . / 

849,823 

• 1,459,383 

1 Total American Exports . - Dollars 

6,777,342 

9,041,755 


” From 
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* Teas 

Silk Piece Goods 

Nankeens 

Sewing Silk 

Sugar 

Cassia 

Sundries 


DtiUars. 

- 895,023 

7.740 

- 384,864 

840 

- 113.825 

- 41,748 

- 15,343 


From an Inspection of the Statement for Charles Grant, E$q. 

the Four Years in the Margin^ it is clear that 

the great Increase in the American Exports 
from Canton, has been caused by the Demand 
for the Consumption of the United States, with 
the Exception of one Article, Nankeens, whicli 
has increased in the European Demand in a 
Ratio rather exceeding the increased Dc- 
mand for American Consumption. In respect 
to the Tea, the Increase in the Exports intended for Europe in the last Year, is 
but small, not above One-seventh ; while the Increase in the Exports intended 
for America in the last Year is nearly Double the Quantity exported in the First 
Year of the Period j an Incretae too so regular as to lead to the Presumption, 
that it is required for a regular and actual Demand. 


Total Value - Drs. 1 ,459,383 


Dr. Seybert’ti Work, Page 21. Popu- 
lation of the, United States accord- 
ing to the ( ensus of 

18(K) - 5,319,762 

Do. 1810 - 7,2.39,903 

Note. — It is supposed that the Census 
of 1820 will shew a total of 

10,000,000 


260 


“ That the Population of the United States 
of America It&s increased in a very gr^t Degree 
in the last Twenty Years, is universally admit- 
ted, and to this Increase may in some Measure 
be ascribed the increased Demand for the Pro- 
ductions of China. But it is authentically 
known, although there has been an increasing 
Exportation of Tea from this Country in the 
last Three or Four Years, for the Supply of 
the British North American Colonies, that some 
Portion of the American Exports from China is 
intended for the .surreptitious Supply of those 
Colonies where the Population may with the 
Accessions from Europe be also reckoned to be 
on the Increase. So far the American Exports may be supposed to proceed 
upon an actual Demand, which cannot be inferred in respect to the American 

Exports for European Consumption, because, as 
has been already stated, there is a Quantity of 
Tea remaining unsold on the Continent of 
Europe, equal, to about Four Years Consump- 
tion ; Part of this Stock may pprhaps be the Property of Howqua, One of the 
Hong Merchants, who is said to have adventured largely, through the Americans, 
in Exports to the United States, and to Holland, but to have suffered severely 
by his Enterprizes j his Loss in the last Five Years being estimated by One of 
the China Supra-cargoes, at Dollars 600,000, or .sf’i 30,000. 


^JV.a exported from llritain to the 
llrilish North American Colonies 

in 1816 - Uds. Wt. 457.208 

J8I7 - - 512,574 

. 1818 - - 692,678 

In Tlireo Quarters of] 
the Year 1819 


; } (i07,: 


Vide Paper delivered to the (Committee 
of the House of LokK by C- (rrant;, 
Esq. 


“ The Americans are stated to re-export from the United States annually, 
a Quantity of Tea to the Ports of Foreign Europe, which no Doubt has 
tended to increase the Quantity of Tea there unsold, before referred to. But 
it may be presumed, that the Excess of Supply to Foreign Europe in 
former Years, together with the Commercial Distresses in America, will 
cause a decreased Export of Teas from Canton, by the Americans, in some 
future Years. 

The Subject however now more Immediately in question, is the Nature 
and Amount of the Exports" by the Americans from China to Foreign Europe. 
It has been shewn in the preceding Part of this Section, that the Total 
Amount of those Exports was in 1818-19, the last and the largest Year of 
which we have account. Dollars 1,459,383 of .^^ 16 , 200 . In this Aggregate 
the Article of Tea stands at Dollars 895,023 or .^’193,922. Of the other 
Articles, only Nankeens and Sugar are considerable, making together Dollars 
498,689 on>s£io8,049 ; and they are neither of them wanted in. this Country. 
But taking the Total Sum of j^’3i6,ooo as the Annual Amount of American 

Importations 
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titerte* Grant, Esq. Importations from ^China to Foreign Europe, of how little Importance would 
— it be in the Scal^ of British Trade ? Ought the long subsisting Relations sub- 

sisting between this Country and China to be hazarded for the utmost pos- 
sible Profit of such a Trade, or even for the Capital employed in it, and 
supposing the Americans to be otherwise sure of permanently enjoying this 
Trade? But of this there can be no reasonable Expectation. 


“ For though it may be probable, that during the greater Part of the late 
War, the Consumption of Tea on the Continent of Europe was principally 
supplied by the Americans, some Part of the Quantity being occasionally in- 
troduced- by Swedish, Danish, and Portuguese Ships; since the Peace several 
Cargoes of Tea have been dispatched from C^jpa under Portuguese, Dutch, 
Swedish, and Danish Colours. The Memorialists would seem to have over- 
looked a Fact perfectly well known, that those several Nations had, for many 
Years prior to the late War, been engaged in the Trade with China ; and it 
is quite r«sonabie to believe, that now the Maritime Couatries of Europe arc 
in a State of Peace, they will endeavour to resume their Station in' that Trade, 
in order to supply their own Consumption of Tea, and other Chinese Pro- 
ductions. 


“ The next Point for Consideration is the Amount or Value of the Trade 
carried on between the Eastern Islands and China. The Value of this Trade can 
only be stated for the Two 
Years 1817-18 and 1818-19, 
which, embracing the whole 
Trade carried on by the British 
and American Flags, is stated 
in the Margin. 


Imported into (-hina from the Eastern Islands or 
Malay Archipelago. 


By British Shi|t^. 

By American Ships. 

— 

In 1817 - 18 . 

In I 818 - 19 . 

In 1817 - 18 . 

In 1818 - 19 . 


DolLirs. 

Dollars. 

Dol!.irs. 

Dollars. 

BancaTin - 

127,400' 

188,1.38 


62,034 

Pepper 

3.59,800 

194,096 

3,000 

— 

Rattans 

21,600 

48,915 

- 

4,856 

Beetle Nut - 

39,700 

1 17,588 

32,000 

.30,068 

Birds Nests - 

- 

1,200 

— 



Spices 


139,290 

- 

10.260 

Wax 

- 

- 

5,600 


Sandal Wood 

47,100 

67,500 

174,075 

91,368 

Ebony 

- 

- 

535 

2.149 

Rice 

- 

- 

- 

10,748 

Total - Drs. j 

596,600 

756,727, 

i 

215,210 

211,483 


“ From the Statement in 
the Margin, it is apparent, that 
of the Trade actually carried 
on between the Eastern Islands 
and China, much the larger 
Part is already in tfie Hands of 
the Merchants trading under 
the Flag of Britain ; and as the 
Whole of that Trade is per- 
fectly free, both to the Ameri- 
cans and to the British Mer- 
chants residing in India, it 
may be presumed such Trade 
is carried to the utmost Limit 
the Commercial Ingenuity of 
the Parties engaged therein can 
exercise. The American Part 
of that Trade is too small to 
deserve Notice; and respect- 
ing that of the British, which 
though considerably more ex- 
tensive than the American, is 
of itself of no great Importance, when compared with the general Ascend- 
ancy of the British in the Indian Seas ; nevertheless, were any Alterations 
made, it could only be by taking some Part of that Trade already enjoyed 
by Britiiih Subjects residing in India, and giving it to British Subjects residing 
in England. 


Note. — ^The Company import their Sandal WoodH 
from Mysore, in the Peninsula of India ; 
the Country Trade, and the Americans, 
from the Eastern Islands, including the 
Sandwich Islands. 'J'lie Value of the Rat- 
tans, Beetle Nut, Spices, Ebony, and Rice, 
imported by the Americans in 18J8-I9, is 
particuiari/ed byMr. Toone; all the other 
Articles are taken from the Accounts received 
from Canton. 




The 
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“ The Trade 


carried on be- , 
tween the East- 
ern Islands and 
British India, 

TRADE belweeii tlie KAST1;RN ISLANDS and INDIA. 

1 . 


Imported into India. 

E.vported from India. 

for the Four 


Mcrdiandlzc. 

Treasure. 

Total. 




Years before 


Adcicliautlize. 

T’leasiire, 

Total. 

stated respect- 








ing the Trade 


Rupees. 

Rupees. 

Rupee.. 

Riijtces. 

Rupees. 

Rupees. 1 

with India, is 

IKId-la 


2,283,03S 

7,003,419 

7,589,723 

n8i,i6() 

8,?7. 3 . 889 ' 

stated in the 
Margin.” 

IHLI-IG 


2,221,371) 

7,210,914 

7,.'Ri(j,()91 

97,20.'. 

7,46-l,.356 

181(!-17 


l,40b,(i7r> 

9,317,652 

0,297,274 

31,157 

0,.3.3 1,4.31 

181M8 

i 

.3,fi!f7..'>02 

r>,()Hr>,47i‘ 

s, 783, 984 

7,012,214 

96,766 

7,708,9.80 

i 


Cha rli ii ( I «’ a 7i t , Aay/. 


Note. — Under llie Eastern Islands are comprehended tlie t’oilowin^ Heads, 
in the Indian Reports of External Commerce : — re^iie, 1\‘- 
nan^ and h^astward, Sumatra, Java, Amhoyna, and the 
Manillas. The Appendices (Ci.&ll.), containing the Particulars 
of the IC\ polls and Imports above staled, dues not entirely 
agree with the* Sums in the preceding Statement, which is 
owing to the Statement having been first drawn out including, 
in additi(»n to the l*laees before mentioned, the following; 
viz. Mauritius, The ('ape of Good Hope, Mosambitpie, New 
South Wales, the Maldivia Islands, 8ic. A Refereoee to the 
Appc'udix will show the Amount deducted for the Trade to 
and irom the Places last enumerated. 


(). Arc- you desirous of ofl'ering any Observations to the Committee respeding 
the Amcrictan 'I'rade in Furs between North America and China ? 

A. I have- brouglu some Observations upon that Subjetl, which I would beg 
1 cave to submit to the Committee. 

The Witness deliver.'^ in the Statement, which is read, and is as follows : 

“ Among the Speculations in which the Advocates for new Changes in tiir 
t stablished System of our Eastern Commerce have indulged ; one is, that oi a 
valuable Trade in Furs front the North-west Coast of America to China, jiivolv- 
iiig the I’urchase of those Fui’s v.ith liritish Manufafturcs, and investing the 
I’rctceeds of the Furs in China Commodities for Foreign Europe. I’hus the 
Committee of Ship Owners express ihcmselvcs in their Memorial; ‘ That a 
most valuable Trade might be carried on from this Country with the North-west 
Coast of America, in British ManutacHures, to be exchanged for 1‘urs for the 
China Market, provided that BritLli Vfesscls were permitted to take in return 
Cargoes at China for other Markets tlian t'lose of this Country, which IVade 
is at present almost wholly in the Hands of the Americans/ And a Memorial 
from certaitt Manufaffurers contains, with other Matter on the same Suhjetl, the 
following Passage : ‘ 'I’he 'Fradc adverted to is that which is principally carried 
on bv the Vessels of the United States to the North-west Coast of America, 
where Furs are procured for the China Market, from whence valuable Cargoes 
are returned, which meet a ready Sale throughout the Continent of Europe, the 
Canadas, and other Parts of the Globe. Very few if any. British Manufadurcs 
are bartered for the Furs so much in request in China, hut that an extensive 
Consumption of our Manufactures would he the certain Consequence of this 
Branch of Commerce being laid open to Bridsh Enterprize.’ It docs not appear, 
that the Memorialists possessed any particular Knowledge relative to the Trade 
in question. It would seem that they had only general oh'curc Notions of it, 
which magnified the Object to their Minds, and that hence they assumed both 
its Importance and Practicability. There are, however, certain authentic Docu- 
ments within reach, which exhibit the I’rade ol the United States in Furs for 
MV.) 'I' the 
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Charles Grant, E$g. 


Extracted from 
Dr.Seybcrt’s Work, 
Pages 132 & I4i. 


the China Market, and the Quantities of Furs imported from America into Can- 
ton. From these Documents, which are now to be quoted, it seems evident 
that the Trade is too inconsiderable in Amount to employ profitably any of the 
Shipping or Manufaflures of this Country, sent as they must be from England 
to the North-west of America, the Expedition thence proceeiling to China, and 
from that Country to Foreign Europe. The whole lia.fis of any Adventure 
in that Trade would be a Return Cargo from China to Foreign Europe, and 
this, it will hereafter be shown, would also be a Trade of little Value to the 
Nation.” 

“ Reference is now requested to the following Statements ; 

“ Statement of the annual Amount of the Exports from the United 
States to the North-west Coast of America, from the Year 1789-90 


to 1816-17. 

1789-90 - - 


Drs. 10,362 

1790-91 

- 


1791-92 

- 

2,483 

1792.93 

- 

1,586 

1793-94 

- 

5 > 3 S '3 

1794-95 

- 

4-1,063 

1795-96 

- 

23 ' 5 10 

1796-97 

- 

15,607 

1797-98 


79.5 '5 

1798-99 

- 

72,941 

1799-1800 

- 

746,153 

1 800- 1 

- 

343^38^ 

1801-2 

- 

1 802-3 

- 

58,500 

1803-4 

- 

196,059 

1804-5 

- 

302,859 

1805-6 

- 

257^799 

1806-7 

- 

103,710 

1807-8 

- 

274,705 

1808-9 

- 

182,356 

1809-10 

- 

145,918 

1810-11 

- 

J' 5»473 

i8i1-12 

- 

30,448 

1812-13 

• 


1813.14 

- 



1814-15 

- 

I 70,985 

1815-16 

- 

240,96a 

1816-17 


1,110,839 

Total of 28 Years 

- Drs. 4,563,501 

Avcr,ige per Annum 

Dr.s. 162,982 


“ STAT.C.^.IENT 



STATEMENT of the Number of FURS imported into China by the American-;, in the Seasons 1804-5 to 1818-19. 


(^> O'W ) 
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Charles Gnvii, Ls<j. “ It is evident, from an Inspection of the last Statement, that tin 

average Number of Skins imported into China by the Americans in the last 

Four Years, is not equal to the average annual Importation of the whole 
Period stated of 15 Years. It may therefore be assumed, that the Trade 
in this Article, on the Part of the Americans, has not increased since the 
late Peace. 


“ The Sale Value in China, of the Furs of the North-west Coast of America, 
are only stated for the Years 18 17-18 and 1818-19 ; the Amount the former 
Year was Dollars 320,009, and in the latter Year 372,296, or in Sterling Money 
about '69,000, and .i8i,ooo. 


\alue Merchandize c.xported from the 
(hiiied States to the North-west 
Coast of America, in tlie 

Year 18ir»-l(i - Drs. 24(\962 
Do. 1816-17 - 1,110,839 


The Profits attendant upon the American Trade in Furs with China is not 
known, but from the Statement already given in a preceding Page, it appears that, 
on the Average of the whole Period of Twenty-eight Years, the Value of Merchan- 
dize exported from the United States to theNortli west Coast of America, amounted 

to Dollars 162,982 per Annum, 'riiat iluriiig 
the Periods bf IVn Years, from 1 805-6 to 1814 
-15, the annual average Valut' ofM. rel'iinvlize 
exported, was Dollars 13 it is trii.* that 

there appears a very considinalne iXugmenr. rion 
of the Value exported, in the 1 wo Years subse- 
quent to 1814-15 ; but when it is considered that the Total Vaaae exported in the 
I’hree preceding Seasons, of 1811-12, 1812-13, and 1813-M, aminum'd only to 
Dollars 55,015, the Excess in the latter Years may, it is su})pv)S' d. be t.u’i ly ascribed 
to the Necessity which existed for making good the Deficiency in the Supplies 
of former Years, and also to the renewed Charge for re-furuishiug such of' the 
American Commercial Establishments, on the North-west Coa.st of America, as 
had been destroyed in the Course of the late War between the Ibiited States and 
Great Britain. 


'rhe present State of the Fur Trade 
in the Interior and on the Sea Coasts of 
America is but imperfectly known ; but 
it is well ascertained, that the Govern- 
ment of the United States have mani- 
fested a great Desire to obtain as much 
of that Trade as possible for the Benefit 
of their own Citizens. It is most 
probable, therefore, that an increased 
Effort on the Part of the British Inland 
Traders to obtain a larger Portion of 
the Furs procured by the Native 
Hunters, or an Attempt on the Part of 
British Navigators to acquire a larger 
Portion of the Marine Animals on the 
North-west Coasts of America, for the 
Supply of the China Market with their 
Furs, would only lead to increased 
Charges for an Article which does not 
piomise any Increase to its Consump- 
tion. 


The Memorialists state, that ‘ very 
few, if any, British Manufactures are 
bartered for the Furs so much in rc- 
qmst in China; but that an extensive 
Con umption of our Manufactures 


In the eiirly Part ol O.w f'r.«vi*ls of Messrs. 
Lewis and ( larke, underli<kL-n the Order 
and at the lAjtence (if tlu. < o»\ enunein' (*f the 
I’nited >^tates, in llie Aeai*^ IS'Cl, ISOo, and 
I S06 (Lond(»ii Edition, Lon ;man and Co.), 
some 'l'r^cler^, belon^mi^ to the Uriii^h Norlh- 
vve>l Com|)any, were met witli on the Mis- 
souri, and in page iH3 ot voi. I. li is stated, 
“ At p.irtine: we told thetn (Indian ( hiefsj, 
that we had heard of the liritisli Trader, 
Mr. Laroi'he, having ailempled to di^LlibuU• 
MedaU and l iags among tlicm, but that those 
Emblems could not be recci\ed from an v other 
thiui the Americati Natl(»n, without incurring 
till* DispleuMire of theii imwt Ealher tiu 
President ; ’ and in the Icllnuing page 1 81, it 
is staled, “ Mr. Laroche, tiie primipal of the 
Seven IVaders, came with one ol hi.-> Men In 
see us ; vve told him that wc should not permit 
him to give Medals and Eiags to the Indians ; 
he deelar,'! that he had no such Intention, and 
we then sutfered him to make use of one nt 
our Interpreter’*, on his stlpulaling not to touch 
(*n any Siibjeel but lliat of his 'rralfic with 
them.” 

in tlie Year 1819, it is believed a Military 
Force was sent to fix a Post or Posts on the 
\Tliow Stone River, which falls into the Mis- 
souri ; and it has very lately appeared, that » 
Military Post has also been established on the 
bt. Peter’s River, whieh flows into the Missiaippi 
several hundred Miles to the Northward of the 
Junction of the latter with the Missouri. All 
these Posts appear, from the American State- 
ments;, to be connected with the Intention that 


would 
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would be the certain Consequence of 
this Branch of Commerce being laid 
open to British Enterprize. ’ The 
Quantity or the Sorts of British Mer- 
chandize, wliich aie at present bartered 
by the Americans lor the Inland or 
Marine Furs carrieil by them to China, 
is no where wStated in the American 
Work releried to ; but on the Average 
of the lo Years from the ist October 
1802 to the 30th September 1812, 
the annual Export of Merchandize 
from tile United States to the North- 
west Coast of America, is stated as 
lollows : 


the Citizens of Uie United States shall embrace Charles Grant, Esq. 

the largest possible Share of the Trade with 1 ^ 

the Native Indians for Furs, 


Note. — It is supposed that tlu* Quantity of 
Marine Animals has very nuicij derreased of 
la!e Years; for an Am(*ric:in Writer, the 
Honourable '1'. Pilkin, a Member of the House 
of Kepresentatives, from the State of (^onnee- 
ticut, slates as follows, at j)age 219 of his 
2d edit- New \'ork ; “ Not onlv has the 

North-west Coast been explored by the Fn- 
tiTprize of the Amt'rieans lor Furs, but every 
Island in the South Seas, and every l*arl of 
the Continent of South America, has been vi- 
sited, in search of Seal Skins for the same 
Market. I'hese Sealing Voyages were also at 
first v^TV profitable, and induc ed many other*' 
to engage in them. The Business, however, 
was over-done; the Seal in a few ears became 
so scarce as not to be worth the Pursuit.’’ 


“ Annual average Value of Articles of the Domestic Produce of 
the United States of America - - 


Dollars. Dr. Seybert, p.laa, 
19,01 I 


“ Ditto of Articles of foreign Merchandize re-exported - 147,771 


Folal annual average Export in 10 Years 


166,782 


And it is afo stated, that on the annual Average of the Three Years 1802, Dr. Scvben, p. 2.';i 
iS'j':; and 1804 (tin- only Average givi'ii in thi-. View), of the whole Quantity ol 
foreign Merchandize iinporiecl into the Ihiited States, Great Britain and its 
Depi tulencies iurni'.hed in the Propoi tion of about 47-!- per Cent. If may there- 
Kut' he iire.suined, that although the Merchandize employed in the American fur 
I'ladei .not direetly shipped from the Port-, of Great Britain, yet that, circuitously 
through tlu- I'orts of tlie United State-., the larger Part of the Merchandize em- 
jdoyeil in the Trade with tlie North-west Coast of America is already composed 
of the I’roduce oi British Indurtry, and that the Manufacturers are only deceiving 
themselves when thev slate, lliat the certain Consequence ot engaging directly in 
the Trade with the North-we.st C<.)-ast ol America would lead to any considerable 
Increase ol the Consumption of British Goods. In fact, where is the Tneourage- 
inent to anv prudent Britiyh Merchant to <-nfer into this 1 radc at all ? Tie must 
lit out a Ship Irom Isnglaiul for the distant Regit'ii of the Nortli-wi-st Coa.st ol 
America; he can .send but a small Quantity of British Manufactures by her, 
tor it ajipcars the Americans already in the 'iVaJe do not use in it to the annual 
Value of .T 150,000 of those Manufactures ; he must Itave a factory there to pre- 
pare his Cargo of furs ; and the annual Sale in C.hina, of the furs of the North- 
west Coast of America, amounts only lo about / 90,000. If the whole of this 
fur Trade were in British Hands, it need not employ more than t)ne Ship, or 
at most Two, annually ; but what rational Hope can be entertained that the Mer- 
chants of Great Britain could enter into a .siicce.ssful Competition in this Trade 
with the Subjects of the United States, who arc rather nearer to the North-we.st 
Coast, and arc already in actual Possession of the Trade.’ 
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Q. Do you conceive that any Facility exists for increaang the Extent of British 
Trade with the Eastern Islands, Cochin China, and other Ports ; and 
will you state the Grounds of the Opinion you have formed upon that 
Subjeft ? 

A. Considering that Subjeft as of some Importance and Extent, I have pre- 
pared the following Observations. 

The Witness delivers in the same, which are read, and are as follows ; 

“ It maybe again observed, that it seems to be taken for grantedby the present Ad- 
vocates for new Privileges in the Eastern Trade, as it was in 1 8 1 3, that nothing is 
wanting to an ample Extension of it but the Permission of the Legislature ; in like 
Manner as the Doctrines of political Economy seem sometimes to be urged as if they 
might be applied through an unresisting Medium, without Opposition from the 
pre-existing State of human Affairs. What has been already shown of the repulsive 
inhospitable Charader of the Chinese Government, may serve to redily all such 
Notions in every candid Mind ; but the Principle of a jealous unsocial repelling 
Condud towards Foreigners, especially Europeans, is not peculiar to ttie Chinese; 
it is equally, indeed more stern in Japan, Cochin China, and Tonquin ; and the 
Governments of Siam and Pegu, though not equally averse to Strangers, have 
been so often capricious and cruel, and the Climate of the former C'.ountry is so 
bad, that there is but little Resort of British Traders to them ; hardly any Euro- 
peans of Charader, unless Missionaries, venture to reside in their Dominions, 
In short, those Countries which have the most in their Productions to attract Stran- 
gers, Europeans especially, are the most rigid in the Regulations under which 
they give them contemptuous, humiliating, and guarded Reception. It is need- 
less to dwell upon the Instance of Japan ; it must be known to all the World, 
that for considerably more than a Century' the Dutch are the only Europeans 
who have had Admission to the Country, and that under very degrailing Condi- 
tions. 'Ehe Conduct of China has been already largely exhibited ; that (il Cochin 
China to the Company, their Servants, and Subject;^, and indeed to all Europeans, 
from an early Period to the present Day, may be ne.xt indicated sufficiently for 
Conviction ; to detail it at length would occupy more Time and Space than it 
would be proper to allot to it. 

“ As early as the Year 1619, the East India Company attempted to obtain 
a Commercial Settlement there ; it ended in the Massacre of their E'attors. 
Another Attempt, however, was made in 1627, which also proved unsuccessful. 
These Failures it is probable gave such an Impression of the Character of the 
Government as to prevent new Efforts for a considerable Time- ; at least no 
other Record has been met with before 1695 ; after a long Negociation with the 
King of Cochin China, from which the Court of Directors at first augured Suc- 
cess, that Attempt also came to nothing. I'hese repeated Failures, ascribed pro- 
bably to the Aversion of the Government, seem to have long discouraged the 
Company’s Servants from any new Endeavours. An Event happened about the 
Year 1764, which must have further indisposed them. A Plot was laid by the 
Cochin Chinese to cut off the Admiral Pococke Indiaman, Captain Riddell, which 
put into one of their Harbours for Refreshment ; the Plot was revealed to Cap- 
tain Riddell by a Portuguese Missionary, who was afterwards received with distin- 
guished Honour at Calcutta. 

“ In 1 778, however. Governor Hastings made a new Attempt : he sent a Civil 
Servant to the King of Cochin China as Ambassador ; after long Negociation, 
which appears to have been perfidious on the Part of the Chinese Government, 
he was obliged, in order to save h'mself, his Vessel and Crew, to depart clan- 
destinely from Touron, and with Difficulty escaped the, at length, open Hostility 
of the Chinese. The Account of his Embassy will be found in the Appendix. 

“ In the Year 1803, the Court of Direftors employed their Chinit Servants 
to institute another Negociation with the Government of Cdchin C hina . 


« That 
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That was unsuccessful as ail the preceding j the King was then surrounded 
with French Influence, and to that was imputed his Rejection of the English 
Overtures. The Correspondence which grew out of this Attempt for a Series of 
Years, is indicated in the Appendix, (C.) p. 40. Signally as the Cochin Chinese 
Government was obliged to the Frencli, who were the first Means of forming 
there a respectable Navy, its predominant Policy made them an ill Return. 
Lewis the iBth of France, sent in 1817 Count Kergarien in the Cybele Frigate, 
to renew the former Connection of France with that Country ; the King of 
Cochin China refused to receive the Embassy. 

“ Captain Ross of the Company’s Bombay Marine has been employed on 
Nautical Surveys in the Eastern Seas for Thirteen Years past. He states to the 
following LfleCt : “ That he has been several Times at Cochin China, and always 
very ill received ; not allowed to refit after a Storm, nor to refresh his Crew. He 
once pureliased 50 Bags of Rice of a Tonquinese Vessel inTuron Bay, for which 
the Vessel was seized by the Cochin Chinese Government, and the Master con- 
fined. On visiting the same Port Twelve Months afterwards, he saw the Vessel 
still under Detention ; he inferred from a Conversation with an intelligent 
Man at Saigon, that Cochin C'hina was under the Influence of the Emperor 
of Cl lina. ('.aprain Ross states moreover, that the Cochin Chinese are very far 
behind the Chinese in Civilization, by no means exhibiting the same Appear- 
ance ol ' omiort in tlnir Towns; and that, in fact, throughout the whole Extent 
of Coast, tlu^re is not One decent Town; nor on the Shores of the very fine 

Harbour tin y possess are any Habitations to be seen but the Huts of Fishermen ; 

no Marks u! anv extensive Population, but the Reverse, the Country being a Strip 
of Land .done, the Sea Coast, thickly wooded, and abounding with Beasts of Prey. 
No apparent Disposition for Trade ; the People indolent, the Mandarins extortion- 
ate, ainl more iles|)o!ic than those of China. The Boats which move along 
the Coast are not employed in Trade, but in transporting Grain from the 

South to tin: North, the Revenue being paid in Kind. The principal People 

wear Silk ; the lower Orders coarse Cotton Stufl's of their own Manu- 
tacUire.” 

“ From Letters of the Missionaries in Cochin China, for the last Three Years, 
that Country appears to he iu the greatest Disorder, which is expected to be in- 
creased oil (he Death of the King, as he has appointed his youngest Son to suc- 
ceed him, who has declared, that if he < vereomc his Competitors, he will break 
oil all Connection with Europeans* and dismiss the Missionaries, with all the 
Native Christians, from the Country. 

“ With respect to Tonquin, the Company, as early as the Year 1671, adopted 
Measures lor settling a Factory there. The following Notices .ire extracted 
from the Journal of some Factors who pbiained an Establishment there in 
1672. “ A Mandarin pinions a Ship’s ("aptaiu for not towing against a 
violent Stream. Tonquin not desirous of Foreign Trade. The English Chief 
and Factors petition the King, desiring Privileges, and obtain an Audience. 
A Factary at 'Tonquin will not bear the Charges, unless it has Trade to Japan. 
The People of Tonquin have very low 'Thoughts of Strangers, and the Court 
are too proud to correspond with Merchants. 'The Dutch dare not own they 
have no Sovereign. The Mandarins are generally of low Extraction. The 
Policy of the Court was to impede Trade.” This first View of Tonquin, as 
a Country for Commerce, appears to have been a just one. “ With the Two 
Trades of Japan, and the Manillas,” say the Factors, “ the English would be 
able to share with the Dutch in the Silk Trade.” But they did not acquire 
this Object ; and exjieriencing Trouble from the Despotism and Misgovernment 
of the Country, the Factory was, after continuing Five and Twenty Years, with- 
drawn in 1696, and does not appear ever to have been re-established. Such has 
been the Issue of the Commercial Attempts of other European Nations in that 
C'Hintry. “ ^n the Seventeenth Century” (says a well-informed Author) “ the 

Portuguese, 
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CJuirk^'^ Grauly Esq. PortuguCvSe, the Dutch, the English, and the French, had Factories in Tonquin? 
- but they have long since been abandoned/’ 

As to the Practicability of reviving a Connection with that Country at the 
present Time, nothing more need be said, than that it is now subject to Cochin 
China, whose Policy towards Europeans has been already described, and whose 
Sovereign, after a sanguinary Warfare of near Thirty Years, subdued the King- 
dom of Tonquin about the Year 1800. 

It has been advanced by the Advocates for new Experiments in Eastern 
Commerce, particularly with China, that a I'rade is now carried on from iliai 
Country, and by the Portuguese, to Cochin China. There is a Coasting Trader 
from China thither, by Chinese Junks, and probably from Ports to which Euro- 
peans have no Access; but is it to be imagined, that the jealous (jovernment ol 
China, possessing too the Influence it docs over Cochin China, would sutler the 
Europeans, who come there as Foreign Traders, to dispossess its own Subjects of 
the Trade of its own Ports? One of the Company’s Supra-cargocs observes, that 
the Trade carried on between China, Cochin China, Tonquin, and Siam, is not 
large, merely a Coasting 'IVadc ; and that Cochin China is too hot to require 
our Woollens.” But those Advocates might have learnt more correct Infor- 
East India Gazet- matioii from a Work printed iii 1815, before quoted. At juvseut, (says 

the Author of that Work, speaking (d Tonquin), the Cliinesc art* tn aicd with 
more Favour than any other Nation, and are allowed to asct‘nd tin* Rivers; 
a Privilege also granted to the Macao Portiigin sc. but lU'ithcr are p('rmifted to 
establish Factories on Shore.” 'J'here is. hov\cvcr, Kvidt iicc ^till more r(*C(mf 
and conclusive on the Subject, from the ('oinpany'^ China Siipra-cargoes of 
the following Import: The Portuguese used to carr\ on a very small Track- 

from Macao to Cochin China, ccm^isiing of China Goods, no Woollens or 
other British Manufactures, for Betel Nut ol a superior Ouality in Rc-turn ; 
but this Trade has been discontinued, on ac-couiit ol tlie Rapacity of tlu^ 
local Mandarins.” With regard to Siam and IVgue, little* mec-d be said, be- 
cause the Importance of a 'JVade with them is not much nisistc*d on. Tlie 
Comj)any maintained some Relations with Siam, from a very early Period, for 
more than a Century, but WTre thwarted in the 'Pime of Louis i4ih, by the In- 
fluence ol the French. In the early Part of the 1 8ih Centur> , Siam sullered 
much from internal Discord, and afterwards from bloody Wars with the Bir- 
mans, wdiich continued, with some Intervals, tlirough a gre:it Part ol that C.entury, 
and left them much reduced. The C.ompany have long ceased to have any 
k’actoiy in Siam : but ir i'^ open to British Merchants to trade thither from India 
and Europe. 'The King is said to be the principal iMerchaiii. The rc*c(‘iit Trade 
between China and Siam has been clandestine, aiul only to a small Extent. Ol 
Pegue, the Notices w'hich the Cennpany’s Records contain, extend from 1656 to 
1752. For many Years the Company have had no Inducement to maintain any 
Factory there. The Country appears to be iiow in Subjection to the Birmans, 
whose extensive Empire including Ava, admits of the Trade of Europeans, which, 
however, is of course subject to the Violence and Caprices of an arbitrary and 
imperfectly civilized Government, and more' likely to be carried on to advantage 
from British India than from Europe. 

It remains now to speak of the Eastern Islands lying chiefly beyond the 
Straits of Malacca. The Dutch, besides the entire Povssession of the must Com- 
mercial of all the Eastern Islands, Java, and its immediate Subordinates, have 
also the Moluccas or Spice Islands, and the best trading Stations in the vast 
Island of Borneo, as well as on the other Islands. In general they profess 
admit of the Trade of British Subjects, and their Ports will hence be open to the 
Ships of this Country. But it may be questioned, whether Adventurers from 
England will be able to enter into Competition cither with the Dutch Residents 
in those Islands, or with the British Traders from India. An English European 
Settlement within the Archipelago would in all probability attract’ a great deal of 
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the Native Trade, and be a superior J^lacc of Resort for the Merchants of this Charles Grant, Leg. 

Country. If it is found practicable to retain the lately established Settlement of Sin- 

capore, it may, in all Commercial Views, prove of much Importance, It may well 
be presumed that the British Merchants of India, who, as already observed, have 
long carried on an active Commerce with the Eastern Islands, are acquainted 
with all their Wants, and do not fail to supply them, as far as the Inbabit- 
tants have the Means of Purchase. The Cotton Fabrics of Britain, introduced 
of late Years into the Eastern Commerce, seems to be the only considerable 
Article for that Quarter which cannot be better supplied from India than from 
England ; and the Result of the Experiments which have been made, is yet to 
be ascertained : so much of that Article will go in a small Compass, that it is 
quite probable it can employ but little of the Tonnage of this Country. 

“ Of those Islands which are not under the Control of the Dutch, the Govern- 
ment may be con.sidered, in general, as very imperfect ; and a Part of them is 
.said to be immediately under the Dmninion of Piratical States. It is submitted 
whether British Residents in India, possessing the superior Qualities of their 
CountrjTOen, and well acquainted with the Asiatic Character and Manners, which 
have variou.s Features of Resemblance or Affinity all through Southern Asia, may 
not, in deanng with that People, have an Advantage over occasional Visitors 
from Europe, ('.specially as the (Country they inhabit is so much nearer to the 
Sceme of the Trade. 

“ With regard to the Population of those IsLancIs, and the adjacent Continental 
('oumries of Cochin China, &c., little is certainly known ; and there is much 
Field ibr Conjefture, which has been largely indulged. Captain Ross, who 
probably lias more local Knowledge of those Countries than any other Person 
that can be named, says, that the Ifopulation of the Malay Islands is not equal 
to the Number stated by several on some recent Occasions : that of the large 
Islands, Borneo, Celebes, and Ceram, the Borders next the Sea-shore have alone 
the Aiipearance of ('ivilization, the Inhabitants of the Interior being almost 
Savages, and entirely naked. The same Authority states, that the Malays, gene- 
rally speaking, use for I’ood the Yam, and .sometimes Rice; and drink, generally, 

Wate!", indulging themselves in Opium, when they can, as a Luxury : their 
Clothii g almost universally being nothing beyond a Wrapper, of their own 
Manulachire, around their Loins, and in .some few In.st.'ince.s a Chintz Jacket, of 
the Manulacture of India ; and he adds, that it is very difficult and very tedious 
to procure a Cargo of an American or an European Vessel in the Eastern Island?, 
or Malay Archipelago. There wot being sufficient Goods in any one Place, the 
Traders ol Penang and Malacca, which, though small Vessels, are well armed and 
manned, colled tfie Produce irom dilferent Parts, and then forward it to China 
in the Company’s and Indian Ships trading there, to avoid the heavy Charges 
of the Port of Canton, which are nearly the .same on small as large 
Ve.ssels. ' 

“ T’lis is the Kind of Trade which it is now contended might be greatly in- 
creased by the Admission of Ships from England into China. Those who thus 
argue, foiget, among other Things ijtanding in the way of such sanguine Expccta 
tionsi that the Malay Traders, .as well as the Natives of China, arc allowed a 
Coasting Trade to and from different Parts of that Empire, which flliropeans are 
not permitted to visit. The principal Part of the China Junks, says Captain Ross, 
which visit the Malay Archipelago, arc from Amoy ; they trade ti) Manilla, are 
well manned, and generally navigated by an European or Native Portuguc.se of 
Macao. Other Amoy Junks go to Macassar and the Moluccas, usually employing 
in the Voyage Eighteen Months or Two Years, being engaged in collebting Cargo 
from Place to Place. According to Me. Robarts, One of the China Supercargoes, 
the Chinese also carry on a 'I’rade with Java, Bbrneo, the Soolo Islands, and some 
Ports in Sumatra ; their Exports being intended chiefly lor the Chinese Settlers 
in tho.se Parts, and in return they take the Produce of the Islands. 
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Charles Grant, Esq, It is not, as already intimated, to be supposed that the Chinese Government 

— will open any new Facilities to Europeans, now confined to One remote Port, lor 

interfering in this Traffic with its own Subjefts, who are permitted to trade from 
more central Parts of the Empire, 

“ To these Observations, upon Points of Detail, may be submitted, in Conclu- 
slon*some of a more general Nature. 

“ The Representations and Opinions which have been brought forward in 
support of the Practicability of a great Extension of Trade to those Countries, 
may justly be said to be on the whole essentially defective in those Qualities 
which would entitle them to serve as Grounds for any Legislative Measures. 

“ Generally speaking, the Authors do not appear to have been actual Traders 
to the Eastern Islands, or to have had any personal Knowledge of the greater 
Part of them. Some Acquaintance with China, Java, and a few other Places 
already the Seat of European Trade, seems to have been the Limit of their own 
Knowledge. The vast Number of Islands in the Eastern Archipelago, peopled 
only by Natives, and the Continental Kingdoms of Tonquin, Cochin China, Siam, 
and Pegu, they do not appear to have ever visited, or, as far as can lx; discovered 
from their Statements, to have acquired any accurate Information concerning 
them. Something they knew of a few Commercial Stations in the Eastern Seas. 
Of those various Regions in general, a great deal appears to have been unknown 
by them, but a great deal conjectured ; and imperfect Knowledge, and Ignorance 
and Conjecture, all to have led to erroneous Conclusions ; bia>'<?d by an eagei- 
Desire to get rid of the remaining Privileges of the Past India C'ompany, aiul by a 
sanguine Spirit of Adventure, which sees no Difficulty, and anticipates nothing 
but Success. 

“ They speak of rendering the Eastern Trade free, and that nothing else is 
requisite to its Increase. What is the Freedom wffiich it now wants ? 'I'hey say. 
Admission for the private Ships and Traders of this Country into China, and lor 
Ships under 350 Tons Burthen into the whole of the Eastern Trade, 'riiese 
Thing.s granted, they conceive the British Trade in those Eastern Regions, might 
be indefinitely enlarged. But an Increase of Trade mast suppose Trade alreaily 
to exist. Arguments in favour of such an Object may be understood to imply, 
that the Merchants of this Country have already, in consequence of the Freedom 
granted in 1813, made Trial of the Eastern IVade ; for Instance, to ronquin. 
Cochin China, and other Continental Countries. Is this the Fact ? Has one 
Attempt been made by Traders resident in this Kingdom to visit those Countries ? 
It is believed none j and if not, what is the Cause ? Where has the Sjfirit of Enter- 
prize slept, which is now so clamorous for an open Trade to China. It cannot 
be imagined that they have not turned their Thoughts to the Countries most 
likely, from their Productions and Population, to afford a Field for Commerce ; 
and if they have adverted to them, how is'it that they have not been attracted to 
Scenes naturally so inviting to Commercial Speculation. This demands a clear 
and satisfactory Explanation. It cannot be alleged that Ships under 350 ’Pons 
are necessary, or the fittest for a Trade with Tonquin, Cochin China, &c. which 
have large and deep Bays ; nor can it be a tenable Argument to advance,* that 
Countries w 4 ich it is alleged would rake our Manufactures, and have such 
Articles as Silk, Cotton, Cinnamon, Pepper, Sugar, &c. to give in Return, may 
not be dealt with, unless a Power is given to go also circuitously to China in the 
Way to them. Why this should be the Case has not been at all explained. It may 
be conceived, indeed, that a Voyage to those Countries, by the Way of China, might 
occasionally have some Advantages, though it is clear that it would be a lengthened 
and circuitous Voyage ; but that the Existence of any Trade between Two Coun- 
tries, having valuable Commodities to exchange with each other, should depend 
upon making a Third remote Country an Angle of Incidence between them, 
seems not intelligible upon any known Principles of Commerce. Either, therefore, 
the Argument is not sound, or it involves Circumstances which arc not brought 
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into View. It may be lair then, to enquire, whether the I’ersons who really t'karles (irrmi.ruij. 
speculate on entering into the Eastern Trade, are not aware that the Governments - 
of Tonquin and Cochin China, in particular, will admit no Europeans into their 
Ports. The Fact itself is so far known, that it would be surprising if Persons whom 
it imported so much to make Inquiry respecting those Countries, should be quite 
unapprised of it. Supposing them however to have at least heard of the Jealousy and 
Inhospitality of those Governments, then it may be argued that they might think 
they would have a better Chance of being received by coming from China, and 
bringing Chinese Commodities, which the People “of those Countries were in the 
Habit of using. This seems the strongest Ground upon which the Claim of 
private British Merchants to be allowed to trade to China, can with respect 
to those Countries be put. But what if, after all, the Objeft professed to be 
in View should fail, and Cochin China, &c. still refused an Entrance into 
their Ports? There is every possible Reason from past Experience to believe 
this would be the Case, because the British Ships of India, though they may 
annually visit China at Pleasure, have no Entrance into the Ports in ques- 
tion ; and they must, as manned with Lascars, be less formidable than 
Ships with European Crews. But how” then would the Matter stand ? 

Why the British Traders would still have gained Admission into the 
China Trade ; and it may be suspected that this is in reality their first Object, 
and the great Point, to which all their Arguments respecting the Trade to the 
Eastern Islands, and the American Trade from their North-west Coast and to 
Foreign Europe, converge. This Inference is strengthened by observing, that few 
il any of the Advocates for the Enlargements now proposed, appear as yet to have 
aeiually gone into the Eastern Trade, which seems to imply this, that their cm- 
barking in it depends on the Obtainment of Admission into China ; and it is 
obvious, tliat if they carried that Point, and all the rest failed, they would still 
possess that to which they attach great Value ; but that they would acquire what 
would ultimately pKn'e beneficial to themselves or the Nation, is quite another 
Question. A good deal has been already said, to shew that the Result would be 
entirely difi'erent ; and even supposing, for the Sake of Argument, that all the 
disastrous Consequences apprehended would not follow, and that the private 
Mi rchants of this Country might come in for a Share of the China Trade, with- 
out overturning the present System, and destroying all our Relations with China, 
they eould come into this Position only by dispossessitig the Company, or 
the Indian British Merchants, of a Part ol what they now enjoy in that Trade- 
which ultimately enriches the Mother Country ; for to assume that the^ could 
succeed in breaking down the Hindrances which the Nature and Habits and 
Law;> of the Chinese Governmem and People oppose to an unrestrained Foreign 
Commerce, is more than can rationally be proposed. 

“ But there is another Important Part of the general Subjeft which those Gen- 
tlemen seem much to overlook, or to undervalue ; it is the Commerce of Indo- 
Europeans, and now of English Subjeds especially rcsitling in British India, with 
the Eastern Archipelago and China. 

“ This Commerce commenced very soon after the Discovery of the Passage 
by the Cape of Good Hope. It has now, under various Forms, subsisted for Three 
Centuries. Subjected in earlier Time to great Fluctuation, it has within the last 
Sixty Years, since the Political Ascendancy of the English in Hindostan, been 
steadily progressive, and is at this Moment very considerable, conducted with 
entire Freedom, and by enlightened, active, enterprising Natives of this 
Country. 

“ In the long course of Three Hundred Years, is it to be conceived, that the 
inquisitive adventurous Spirit of Europeans, has left any thing to be discovered 
in the Eastern Seas, respecting Capabilities of Commerce, either as to the People, 
the Productions, or the Conveniences of the- contiguous Countries ? 
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“ They possess transmitted Knowledge — they possess practical Knowledge. In 
both, they are superior to the resident Merchant of this Country ; and they 
possess with them Capital and Energy. It may be relied upon, that their 
Ships visit every Island and Coast there, into which they are allowed Admission, 
and where any profitable Traffic can be carried on ; and it may be equally be- 
lieved, that if there are Places, Insular or Continental, which they do not visit, it 
is because either there is no Trade worthy of Notice, or that they arc refused 
Entrance. 

“ The British Trade from India to the Eastern Seas is an Objeft worthy of 
the Attention of the Legislature. British Subjefts resident in India are entitled 
to have their Interests consulted as well as British Subjefts resident in England. 
The Fruits of their Industry centre finally. in this Cf)untry, and their Com- 
mercial Eminence in the East tends to uphold the National Ascendancy 
there. 

“ An Examination of the Annual Reports of Indian Cointnercc to the 
Eastward will shew its Importance. It is a Mistake to imagine that it is 
not a Vehicle for the Manufactures of this Country, either Woollen, Cotton, 
or Metallic. As far as the Eastern People can take off these Things, the 
Indian Ships can supply them, and it is believed at no Difference of Price vvhicli 
could much affect the Consumption ; for it seems obvious an Indian Adventure to 
the Eastward has Advantages over an English one, from Proximity, a more advan- 
tageous Assortment of Cargo, if not in the Expence of Navigation, which is a 
Point that may admit of some Discussion. 

“ True it is, the Indian Merchant is not restricted from the Employineni of 
Ships under Three hundred and fifty Tons ; he is left in this to the Dictates ol 
his Interest or Inclination. The Restriction on the Englisli Tfader in the Act ol 
1813 was, as already observed, a political not a commercial one. In the latter 
View it is in truth not believed to be of any Importance. Small Ships can only 
be preferable for shallow obscure Ports, where from their very Nature but little 
Trade can be expected j in other Views larger Ships are preferable. In China, 
where the Duties are heavy, a small Ship will have to pay i^i.ooo, and a large 
one much the same ; but what is still more material, Ships of good Eciuipment 
and Force are the best for an Intercourse with such a treacherous People as the 
Malays, ^hose Perfidies and Piracies are so frequently experieuctid, and so un- 
happily notorious in the East. “ Small Vessels, ” says Captain Ros^, “aie very 
unfit for the Malay Trade. The Inhabitants of the Places where Trade is carrieil 
on, frequently seize both Boats and Ships, and generally murder the Crews. The 
piratical Praos, carrying from Fifty to Sixty Men each, with Two long Twelve 
or Eighteen-Pounder GunS, plunder Vessels not well manned and armed, and also 
murder the Crews.” 

“ In order to any great Extension of Trade among such a People, their lawless 
and predatory Habits must be repressed, and Safety of Intercourse be established. 
This can only be the Work of a beneficent European Power, and such a 
Power possessing any respcftablc Station in those Seas might accomplish it. 
Projeds of the Nature now agitated would fall short of this, and more probably 
disorganise what now exists, rather than establish any thing better in its 
Place.” 


Q. Have you had Occasion to form any Opinion as to the Value of Sincapore 
as a Mart for Commerce in the East Indian Islands ? 

A. Yes, I have turned my Thoughts to that Subjed, which I think a very inter- 
esting one, in the relative Situation of the British and the Netherlands Powers, in 
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the Eastern Seas. I consider the Position of Sincapore, and the Occupancy of that 
Place to be very important to the British Interest ; and I heartily wish it may be 
found consistent with the Rights of the Two Nations, that Great Britain may keep 
Possession of it. I think it remarkably well situated to be a Commercial Empo- 
rium in those Seas j 1 have no Doubt that it' would very soon rise to great 
Magnitude and Importance j and if 1 may be permitted to allude to the Conduct 
of any Individuals on this Subject, I must say that I think the whole Proceedings 
of Sir Stamford Raffles have been marked with great Intelligence and great Zeal 
for the Interests of his Country. 

O. Are you acquainted with the Increase of Wealth, Population, and Trade, 
which has taken place at Sincapore during the short Period that has elapsed since 
the recent Establishment there by Sir Stamford Raffles ? 

A. I have not in my Recollection what Sir Stamford Raffles has stated upon that 
Subject ; but I remember well being struck with how much had been done in 
a very short Time, both as to the Resort of People as Settlers, and of Shipping for 
Trade. It should be remembered, that it was quite an unoccupied Spot when he 
took Pos.^essj.on of it. 


The Witness is directed to withdraw. 


Ordered, That this Committee be adjourned to Monday next. Three o’clock. 


Charles Gtant, Esq. 
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Die Mercurii, 14 '' Martii 1821 . 


The MARQUESS of LANSDOWNE in the Chair. 


JOHN GLADSTONE, Esquire, a Member of the House of Coinuions, at- 
tending, is called in, and examined as follows : 

« 

J. Gladstone, Esq. JJow long have you been acquainted with the Trade to the East Indies ? 

~ Since the Opening of the Trade to the Country at large. 

You were not acquainted with it previous to the last Renewal ol’ the East 
India Company’s Charter ? 

Not from any direct Participation in the Trade. 

Since that Period you have been largely interested in it ? 

Yes, I have been rather largely concerned in the I'rade with the Possessions 
of the Company, and also with those that are under the immediate Control of His 
Majesty’s Go.vernment. 

Will you state to the Committee, the Eflect which you conceive to have been 
produced by the Removal of the Restrictions which e.xisted under the lormer 
Charter of the East India Company ? 

In answering that Question, perhaps it would be better I should first state to 
your Lordships what relates to the Export Trade with India. I have reason 
to believe, that the Opening of the Trade has led gradually to a very in- 
creased and extended Consumption of British Manufactures in India, as well 
as of Raw Materials, particularly Metals, also Naval Stores geiicraliy ; tlie 
Manufactures of this Country, particularly Cotton and Woollen Ccods, iiave 
been sent to India in very increased Quantities. At one Period, in the Years 
1817 and 1818, the Quantities were so considerable as to lead to a very 
material Depression of their Value in India; but since that Period the Mtirketii 
have been gradually relieved from that excessive \\' eight, :uxl the Prices have 
generally been recovering, so as for the last Twelve or Eighteen Months to 
afford for the Staple Productions ;i fair remunerating Profit to the Exjtoricr. 
The Consumption of the Cotton Manufactures of this Country, 1 think, has 
since the first Opening of the Trade increased fully Voiir to Five-fold, owing 
in Part to the extended Consumption of the European Population in India, 
and' also to the more general Use that has been inade of them by the 
Natives on both Sides of the Peniasula, as well as in Bengal, :ind also to tiie 
reduced Prices at which they have been afforded in consequence of great 
Reduction in the Prices here: these, for the last Kiglilecn Menuhs, have tjeen 
so much lower as materially to interfere with, and in many luatances to suj)er- 
sede the Manufactures of India. The Quantity of Metals, particularly Iron and 
Copper, sent from hence to India has also greatly increased; a; have also the 
Vents for the other Manufacture's of this Country generally, such as Class, 
Hardware in all its Branches, indeed it is hardly possible to mention any 
Branch of Manufacture, that some Portion of it does not find its Way into 
those Markets, and meet with a Sale there, that is generally beneficial. On 
the Opening of the Trade, very large Quantities of Stone Ware, Eartijenware, 
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China, both useful and ornamental, were sent from this Country, particularly to J. Glmisume, Esq. 

Bengal, where they brought for a Time very beneficial Prices ; but the Quantity 

became excessive, so as to glut the Market, and to occasion a temporary 
Stagnation, and low Prices. The Consequence is, their being introduced into 
more general Use than before, and in many Cases 1 believe they obtain a 
Preference over the Ware of China, coming much cheaper, though perhaps not 
quite so durable. Woollens are also shipped in large Quantities by the private 
Merchant, particularly to Bengal as well as to Bombay, and from thence they 
are dispersed over the Continent of Asia in almost all Directions, particularly to 
the Northward of those Presidencies ; the Demand seems to be annually increas- 
ing, and the Prices in general have, for the last Year, been amply sufficient to 
remunerate the Exporters. From the Opening of the Trade, and for the suc- 
ceeding Four Years, very large Quantities of Silver were sent from this Country 
to India, in addition to the Goods exported, in order to provide Funds for the 
Payment of the Productions of India imported into this Country ; those Importa- 
tions were in consequence carried to a very great Extent, exceeding, with the 
Exception of Piece Goods, in I he Proportion perhaps of Three or Four-fold the 
Amount of previous Importations, and this led to a considerable Accumulation 
in the Markets not only of England but of the Continent, and a considerable 
Depreciation in Price. I’his Pressure continue# still to operate, particularly in the 
Article of Cotton. When the Trade with India was opened, the Importation of 
that Article was looked to, more particularly than any other, and, it fortunately 
happened that such a Stock had accumulated there as to afford very large Sup- 
plies for the Use of this Coutitry, without which the Cotton Manufactures of 
Great Britain could not then have been carried on, from the Want of adequate 
Supplies from any other Source. Those Accumulations have led to a considerable 
Reduftion in the Importations from India, whilst the Exportations have at the 
same Time been increasing ; so that the St.ate of the Trade has undergone an 
important and material Change, in so far, that in place of considerable Difficul- 
ties being found to obtain Funds for the Payment of our Importations from 
India, it has now become extremely difficult to provide Means of Remittance 
for our Exportations to that Country. Those excessive Importations will be bet- 
ter coinprehetideil by your Lordships, when it is considered that the Tonnage of 
the Ships .sent to India in the Years 1817 and 1818, amounted to Four Times what 
had been sent to that Part of the World at any previous Period before the 
d’rade was opened. 

"When you stated that the Quantity of English Manufactures exported to India 
had produced a hall in Prices* such as to enable them to compete with the 
Manufactures of the Country, do you attribute that Circumstance entirely to 
the Glut which had taken place at that Moment from over-trading, or do you 
conceive that it is in the Power of the British Manufadlurer and Merchant, with 
a reasonable Profit to themselves, so to compete with the Indian Manufac- 
turer in his own Market ? ^ 

I am of Opinionj that the Glut which existed facilitated the more general 
Introduflion of our Cotton Manufactures into the Consumption of India. At 
the same Time, I also believe, that at the present Prices for which our Cotton 
Manufactures are sold, the Merchants of this Country can afford to supply the 
Markets of India with those Manufadures on such Terms as will obtain for them 
a Preference in Competition with the Manufactures of India, particularly Whit© 

Goods of almost every Description. 

Do you conceive that any such Exportation of British Manufactures would 
have taken place had the Restrictions which existed under the former Charter of 
the East India Company not been removed ? 

1 can only answer that Question by a Knowledge of what I believe to have 
been the Fact, that very limited Exportations of Goods of that Description did 
take place previous to the Opening of the Trade, and that those were chiefly for 
Account of the private Trade that was then pertnitted, under particular 
Arrangemfcnts, to be carried on with India, at the same Time it is but fair 
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J. Gladstone, Esq. to obscrve, that since that Period the Price of Cotton Goods in this Coun- 
— — ... try has been most importantly reduced, perhaps fully Onc-half. 

Can you form any Opinion as to the Proportion of British Goods exported 
to India, consumed by European Residents there, and that consumed by the 
Natives ? 

Not accurately. I have been at considerable Pains to ascertain to what Ex- 
tent the Use of Cotton Goods has been introduced among the Native Population 
of India ; but the Reports are extremely various, and, in some Instances, con- 
tradictory ; generally, I believe that the Consumption is gradually growing, and 
that the Prejudices, which in the first Instance existed so strongly against the 
Use of them, are daily diminishing ; I therefore contemplate a very great 
Extension for the Sale of both Cotton and Woollen Goods in the Markets of 
India. 

Do you conceive that it would have been at all possible for the large Quan- 
tities of Goods, which you describe to have been exported in the Years 1817 
and 1818, to have been carried off without a very great increased Demand for 
and Consumption of those Goods by the Native Population of India ? 

Certainly not : at the same Time, I believe that a Part of the Stocks accumu- 
lated at Calcutta have been shippeti Coastwise to those Countries that lie on the 
Eastern Side of the Bay of Bengal, to Java, and some Part, I believe, to China 
and the Eastern Islands. 

Do you know w'hether the accidental Exportation of British Goods, to those 
Countries you have just described, from India, has leil, or whether it is pro- 
bable that it will lead, to any direct Demand from those Countries? 

Not having any direct Intercf)urse myself with that Part of India, I cannot, 
from my own Knowledge, answer that Question •, hut from all the Information I 
have been able to colleft from others more conversant in that frade, 1 am dis- 
posed to believe that the Desire for British Manufactures is growing in that Part 
of India, and that British Cotton Goods in particular liave been, within the last 
Two Years, shipped for China, and 1 believe for Account of Chinese Merchants, 
to a considerably increased Extent, dired from London. 

What Elfefl do you conceive the Kcstriclions, which still exist upon the Private 
Trade to India under the present Charter of the East India Company, to have 
upon that Trade, or do they in any Degree interfere with its Pn.sperity ? 

The Restridfions, w'hich render it necessary for Ships sailing from this Country 
to India to take Licences from this Country, have, in some Instances, been pro- 
dudive of considerable Injury and Inconvenience. 1 had an Instance myself, 
in the Year i8ig, of Two Ships that 1 sent to Bombay for the Purpose of 
loading Cotton there •, but, from the Eailure of the Crop, Cargoes could not 
be procured for them, and it became necessary they should proceed to Bengal ; 
their Licences were for Bomitay only, and the Governor and Council at Bombay 
refused to permit them to proceed #0 cither of tlie other Presidencies ; my Cor- 
respondents were therefore compelled to apply to the Governor General and 
Council at Calcutta, from whom Licences were immediately obtained to per- 
mit them so to proceed ; but by this a Delay of above Two Months was created, 
which*jwas attended with considerable Loss and Disappointment in the contem- 
plated Arrangements. Had the .System of licensing not existed, tliis ('ase could 
not have arisen, though it might ha\ c been provided for here, had the Licence 
been taken generally, which undoubtedly we had the Power of doing. At the 
same Time, 1 am not aware of any actual Benefit that arises from tliat Part of 
the System ; and there is a considerable Fee, of Nine or Ten Pounds, charged 
for each of those Licences at the India House. 

Is a larger Fee charged for a general Licence than for a particular l.iceuce ? 

No, the same Fee for each Licence. 

Why therefore is not a general Licence always asked for ? 

Where there is a particular Object, and that Object under.stood to .be defined, 
it is not applied for j it being understood that undet the original Acts which opened 
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the Trade, a Power was vested in the Governments at each Presidency in India, J. GladHone, Esq. 

to grant additional Licences, should such be necessary. The Restriction in Ton- — ■ 

nage is also found to be productive of much Inconvenience and oY no apparent 
Benefit ; the Reason assigned for it when the Trade was opened, was as affording 
a more effectual Security against Smuggling, but I am inclined to believe that 
Reason has since been ascertained to be perfectly groundless, and that no such 
Advantage is derived from it ; iior would the Evil be increased if smaller Vessels 
were employed, for which the Reasons are most obvious. The present System 
prevents Vessels sailing from this Country calling or trading at any other Ports 
in India, except the Presidencies ; which is also productive of very considerable 
Disadvantage, as there are a Number of Ports in the Possession of the Company 
where it is believed Ships might trade to considerable Advantage, if such Per- 
mission was not withheld. Our Trade is also subject to further Disadvantage 
from the restricted Intercourse which we are permitted to have with other 
Countries in the Voyage to and from India, so that although British Ships re- 
turning from India may deliver Cargoes in any Port of North or South America, 
with the Exception of our own Colonies, yet their Voyages must necessarily 
terminate in this C untry, whilst Country Ships, by Licences granted in India, 
are now permitted to carry on a direct Trade between the Ports of South 
America and India. Were those Restrictions removed, I am inclined to believe 
that it would lead to an Extension of the Trade with our own Possessions ’a 
India, and a more general Employment for British Shipping. 

You have no Doubt then that were the Restriction upon Tonnage to be re- 
moved, a considerable Number of Ships of smaller Dimensions than those to 
v/hich the Trade is now confined, would be employed in the direct Trade with 
India ? 

I am of Opinion that if the Restriction on Tonnage was rem'oved, and 
increased Facilities were given to general Trading in India, a considerably addi- 
tional Number of smaller Ships would be employed ; but under the present 
System of Restriction to which the Trade in India is confined, I doubt exceed- 
ingly whether that would be the Case. 

What are the increased Facilities to whicTi you more particularly allude ? 

A Permission to partake in the Coasting Trade in India, to carry on a Trade 
with the Native Powers in the Gulf of Persia, and along the Red Sea and tha 
Eastern Coast of Africa, and with the Native Powers generally in India. Markets, 

I believe, would by these Means be found for British Productions to a Very con- 
siderable Extent, and great Fadlities given in the Purchase of the Productions 
of India for Return Cargoes ; that in this Trade small Vessels would be employed 
in preference to large, from the Nature of the -Navigation, as well as of the 
Markets where such Trade would be carried on. 

Would not the Observation contained in your last Answer, apply equally 
to the Islands and Countries to the Eastward, if the direct Trade with them 
were to increase? 

I conceive it would apply in a very important Degree to such a Trade, 
which from its Nature, to be carried on to advantage, would require to be 
condheted in Vessels of a smaller Size. I consider, that to effect the Objects 
of such a Voyage, the Vessels would have to call at many different Ports, 
both for the Purpose of the Sale of their outward Cargoes, and the Purchase 
of their Returns, and with such a View small Vessels would be decidedly pre- 
ferable to large. 

Have you had Occasion to consider what might be the Effect of establish- 
ing an Entrepot, in the Nature of a Free Port, amongst the Indian Islands 
under the Protection of Great Britain, for. carrying on the Trade with the 
adjacent Countries ? 

I am inclined to believe that such a Port, eligibly situated, would be pro- 
ductive of very important Advantages. The Island of Sincapore, at present in 
our Possession, is considered extremely eligible, as a Medium of Intercourse 
and Exchange of Commodities with those Nations lying to the Eastward of 
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J. Gladitone, Esq. S^its MaJacca. With the North-east Monsoon, J believe a Voyage 
CantoiutQ ^incapore is performed in Six or Seven Days : tltat such an 
Establffiinncnt might be expected to lead to the Chinese lunks, or trading 
Veaels, resorting there with the Productions of China in considerable Quantity, 
and exchanging them for British Goods and Manufactures, particularly 
Cottons, Woollens, Copper, Lead, and probably Iron ; those I conceive would 
be the leading Staple Commodities, though others of less Importance, I am 
mclined to believe, might be so disposed of to a considerable Extent, 

Are the Articles of British Manuhicture exported by the Free Traders, 
generally speaking, of the same Description with those exported by the East 
India Company to their Possessions in India P 

The Exports of the Company arc, I believe, very much limited to Metals, 
Woollens, Wine from Madeira, and of late Years to bottled Wine from this 
Country, together with all the necessary Stores for the Supply of their Settle- 
ments ; whereas the Exports of the Private Trade have embraced almost every 
Article produced by the Manufacturer, as well as Raw Material, of this 
Country, which could be introduced into tljp Consumption of India. 

Referring to your former Answer, in which you stated, that originally the 
Difficulty was to find Remittances to India, and that now the Difficulty is to 
find Remittances to Europe ; docs that Difficulty arise from the Want of 
Demand in Europe not affording a remunerating Price, or from the Want of 
Objects existing in India suited to the European Market ? 

The great Importations which took place from India previous to the Con- 
clusion of the Year i8i8, have left in the difl'erent Markets of this Country, 
and the Continent of Europe, a considerable Accumulation of Stock ; the Im- 
portation of those Goods has, from the Fall in Price, been productive of con- 
riderable Loss to the Importers. The Consumption has, witli the Exception of 
Cotton, been generally rather increasing than diminishing ; and from their great 
Accumulation a diminished Importation from India has taken place for the last 
Two Years, On the the other Hand, .os the Exports to India have been for 
the last Eighteen Months rather increasing than otherwise, the two Causes 
operating together have rendered it very difficult to obtain Means of Remit- 
tance from India for the Proceeds of the Goods sent from hence ; and the 
Exchange in consequence has fallen from being at one Period in i8i8 as 
high as .2s. 9d. and as. lod. for the Sicca Rupee in Bengal, to as. 3d.; and 
great Difficulty is found to obtain Bills even at that very low Rate. 

Are you aware of any Insfance in which the South American Copper has 
come into Competition in India with the European Copper ? 

I am aware that the Copper of Chili has been sent to Bengal in large Quanti- 
ties, and that it finds a ready Market there, I believe chiefly for the domestic 
Purposes of the Natives, and is sold at a Price from Ten to Fifteen per Cent, 
under the Price of British Copper. 

Can you state the Difi'erence in Quality between that Copper and the 
British ? 

I can state the Fact that the one sells for a higher Price than the other. I 
believe it may in part be imputed to a considerable Part of the British Copper 
exported being rolled in the Sheet, and also that the Copper of Chili varies 
much in Quality, and in consequence in India the Price fluctuates from Five to 
Fifteen per Cent., whilst British Copper does not vary in Price on account of 
Quality. 

Notwithstanding this Competition, does the British Copper find a ready 
Market ? . . ^ 

It does, and to a very great Extent ; in short, I believe about a Moiety of all 
the Copper shipped from Great Britain, is now sort to Asia. 

What is the Difi’erence of Fraght between Copper sent from this Country to 
India, and Copper .sent from Chili ? 

The Freight from this Country to India would be from Three to Four Pounds 
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it Ton, fromrCbili jirobably from Six td Seven Pounds ; the British Ship must j, eiadstone. 

be sent from this Country to Valpairaso for the Copper; and as she mist go 

either in Ballast, ot very partially loaded from hence, she becomes subject to 
Double Insutance, and almost the whole Expences of a Second Voyage ; 
whilst going direct, she would probably go loaded with a general Cargo on 
Freight. 

Would there be no Possibility of sending Ships direct from India to Chili, 
for the Purpose of bringing Copper, and at what Rate could that be done ? 

If Ships were sent from India to Chili in Ballast, for the Purpose of loading 
Copper, I conceive it would not be possible for such Ships to perform such a 
Voyage at a less Freight than Nine or Ten Pounds per Ton. 

Would it not be practicable to load Ships from India with Indian Produce and 
Manufactures which might obtain a Sale in Chili, and then to have a Return in 
Copper and other Articles ? 

I conceive the only Articles that in that Case would be sent from India would be 
Piece Goods ; that those are not of Bulk sufficient to load such Ships as would 
necessarily be employed in that Trade, and therefore could only be carried to 
a very limited Extent ; in point of fact, such a Trade does exist, and Country 
Ships have been engaged in it, I believe in the outset profitably, but latterly 
not so. Their Piece Goods come into Competition with British Manufactures in 
the Market of Chili, which I understand generally obtain a Preference over those 
of India. 1 do not know of any Article except Copper, that can be sent as 
Cargo from Chili to India. 

Referring to a former Answer, arc you of Opinion that, considering the pre- 
sent State of British Shipping, and the Rates of Freight, the British Shipper 
might compete with the Indian Trader in the Coasting Trade of the Continent of 
India, were he admitted to it ? 

I conceive he might not only compete, but, from the comparative Economy 
pradised in our Outfits, and general System for navigating the Shipping of this 
Country, that we could carry on such a Trade at less Expence than has hitherto 
been done by the Country Ships in India. 

.Of course the same Opinion would apply to the Trade from British India 
to China ? 

1 conceive it would ; at the same Time, I believe the greater Part of the Trade 
at present carried on from Indyi, consisting chiefly in the Exportation of Cotton 
and Opium, is carried on by Merchants who are the Owners of the Shipping 
employed in that Trade ; therefore, if British Shipping were to be introduced, 
it would probably become also British Adventure, to a given Extent. 

Has the Exportation of Naval Stores to India been principally on account of 
the Country Ship Owners ? 

No, 1 believe not ; Naval Stores have been generally sent as Cargo from this 
Country, cither for account of the Ship Owner here, or shipped in Freight and 
sent for Sale to the different Markets in India. 

• • 

Have you any means of knowing whether British Ships arc, on the whole, 
navigated as cheaply as the Ships of Foreign European Nations ? 

That Question embraces a very wide Field. I have reason to know that the 
Shipping of the Northern Nations of Europe, particularly of Sweden, Prussia, 

Denmark, and Norway, are all navigated at less Expence than British Shipping ; 
that the Shipping of Holland and the Hanse Towns is not navigated at less Ex- 
pence in the Supply of necessary Stores and Outfit, but there is more Economy 
in the System of Navigation, which, upon the whole, enables them to carry on 
their Trade at less Expence than the Shipping of this Country : the Shipping of 
France, and the Foreign Nations of Europe out of the Mediterranean, I think, 
are navigated, upon the whole, at a higher Expence than the Shipping of this 
Country ; whilst in the Mediterranean, the Shipping belonging to the Italian 
States, to Genoa, Leghorn, and the, Greek Islands, arc navigated at less Expence, 

1 think. 
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j. Gladstone, Esq. j think, than our Shipping are : the Shipping of the United States of America 
* are, I think, in point of actual Expence, navigated at rather a higher Rate than 

those of this Country, but they are so constructed as to sail better, and to per- 
form their Voyages within a shorter Period of Time, though carrying rather less 
Cargo in proportion to their Tonnage. I should mention, that although the 
Shipping Interest of this Country has been and continues in a very depressed 
State, owing to the great Excess of Numbers that were thrown on the Trade of 
the Country at the Conclusion of the War, in consequence of so large a Ton- 
nage that were employed in the Transport Service having been discharged, and 
the Shipping employed in the ordinary Trade of the Country being .at that Time 
confined to sailing with Convoy, necessarily occupied a much longer Period for 
the Performance of their Voyages than had they not been so restricted ; conse- 
quently I consider that nearly Double the Number of Ships were at that Period 
necessary to carry on the same Extent of Trade that is now necessary ; and, 
therefore, although the Trade of the Country is on a much greater and more 
extensive Scale now than it was at any Period during the War, yet the same 
Number of Ships is not employed in that Trade. I'he Trade of America I 
consider to be thus circumstanced : that during the War they were subjefl to 
none of those Disadvantages, that is, during the French War ; previous to their 
being embroiled with us, they had a great Share of the Carrying Trade of the 
World in their Hands j at that Period their Shipping increased to a vast Extent, 
and, with the Return ^f Peace, they were deprived of a great Portion of the 
Field that they previously possessed tor their Employment ; they are now left, 
in proportion to their Means and Resources, with a much larger Excess of Ship- 
ping, for which they have not Employment, than we are in this Country ; in 
consequence they are obliged to seek where they can for Employment for this 
Excess, of which a greater Proportion than can find Employment arc thrown into 
their direft Trade with this Country, and these, coming into Competition with 
British Ships, have forced down the Rates of Freight between the United States 
and this Country to such low Terms as almost to prevent British Ships partici- 
pating in that Trade, though it is equally open to both. 

When you state that the Northern Countries can navigate somr , hat cheaper 
than this Country, do you take into your Account the Obstructions lo which 
some of them are liable from the Seas and Ports within the Baltic being frozen 
up during a con;pderable Part of the Year ? 

I am not aware that their Navigation being interrupted for a Portion of the 
Year by natural Causes, at all affects either the Expence of their Outfits or the 
Wages of their Seamen ; and I do know that both the Expence of their Outfits, 
and the Wages of their Seamen, as well as the original Cost of their Ships, is 
considerably less than either in this Country. 

Do you include Insurance ? 

The Premium on British Ships is generally lower than on those of any other 
Nation ; but in the immediate Trade between Great Britain and those Countries, 
the Premium on either is much the same ; and where there is a Difierence, it is 
more than compensated to the Foreigner, in the diminished Capital employed in 
the Value of his Ship. 

Is the Difference in the Premium of Insurance between British and Foreign 
Ships such as calculated upon the Cargoes will afford a considerable Inducemen 
to the Employment of British Shipping in preference ? 

Where the Cargoes are of considerable Value, that Circumstance will un- 
doubtedly induce a Preference to British Shipping, but in the Intercourse with 
the Northern Countries which I have named, the Cargoes consisting of Timber, 
Iron, and Naval Stores, excepting when the Importation of Corn from Prussia 
is permitted into this Country, are of such moderate Value, as not at all mate- 
rially to affect the Rate of Freight. 

Do you believe that the present Rate of Freight in British Shipping affords a 
reasonable Profit to the Ship Owner ? 

I do not know any Branch of the carrying Trade that at the present Moment 

affords 
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affords a reasonable Profit to the British Ship Owner, so as to indemnify him for J. Gladstone, Esq. 

the Depreciation in the Value of his Ship, and remunerate him for the Employ* — _ 

ment of his Capital.^ 1 mean to state, that where the ordinary t ourse of the Voy- 
age has not been exposed to any incidental Interruption or L ss, he may save 
himself in the general carrying Trade ; but where there is Profit, it must be very 
small. In case of Delay from Accident, or inevitable Causes, Nine Times in 
'Pen the Voyage is productive of Loss ; this Circumstance I impute almost 
wholly to the Excess of Shipping coming in Competition with each other. 

Then when you compare the Expence at which British Ships are now navi- , 
gated, with the Expence at wliich Foreign, European, and American Vessels 
are navigated, tlo you take the Freight of British Ships at its present low 
Rate, or at that Rate which would afford a Profit to the Ship Owner? 

I take it as it actually is. It is true that the Rates of Freight received by 
British Shipping are extremely low ; but the Rates of Freight received by the 
Shipping of other Nations are proportionably so. 

Not remunerating Rates ? 

Not even to them remunerating Rates. 

Is not the building of Ships in a State of Stagnation at this Time ? 

1 believe there are very few Ships building in this Country at present. 

Do you conceive the Evil you have pointed out in the’ Excess of Shipping 
will gradually cure itself? 

Yes, I think it will j hut a considerable Period must elapse before that can 
be the (’ase. 

Do you speak to the State of Shipping generally, or particularly that be- 
longing to the Port of Liverpool ? 

In reference both to Ship-Duilding, and the State of Shipping, I speak of 
the Country generally. 

You were understood to state, that the Years 1817 and 1818 were the 
great Years of Export of the Free "IVade to India, and that the Export was 
so great as to create a Glut in the Indian Market ; in consequence of which 
there was a falling off in the Year 1S19; has there been a material Revival 
of Trade in the Year 1820; and what is the present State of the Trade? 

I am not of Opinion that the Exports of 1820 have exceeded those of 
1819, hut they have gone to a better Market, they have been generally be- 
neficial to the Exporter. * 

You consider the 'J'r^de to be now gradually reviving ? 

I consider the Export 'Trade to be getting into a more sound and healthy 
State, and to be generally beneficial. 

You conceive it is an improving 'Trade? 

Yes, and that it is likely to continue so, unless it is again injured by over 
Speculation. 

> Is it not extremely improbable, that the same Degree of over Speculation 
as appears to have taken place in the first Years of the Opening of the Trade, 
shoultl again take place, after the Value and Quality of the different Markets 
have been in a great Degree ascertained ? 

I am of (Opinion, that the Trade with India is likely to be carried forward 
on a Scale that will be productive of moderate Benefit to the Merchant, and 
not likely to be again placed in that Situation of cxces.sive Supply and great 
Depression, which was in some Degree occasioned by the Want of Know- 
ledge and Experience on the Part of those who embarked in that 'Frade. 

Has there been a great Importation of Copper from Chili into India within 
the last Y ear ? 

The latest Advices we have from India are to October, I have no parti- 
cular Information on that Subject from India, further than knowing generally 
( 42 .) A that 
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J. Oladstoue, £s^ that up to the May preceding, there had been considerable Importations of 
— Copper ^om CHili to Calcutta. 

Do you attribute the great Diminution which appears touhave taken place in 
the Year ending the 5th of January i8ao, in the Exportation of Copper from 
this Country to India, to the Importation from Chili, or to the great Export from 
this Country the preceding Years? 

The two Causes operat^ to produce a considerable Depression in the Price in 
India, which checked the Importation from hence ; but by the last Advices the 
Price of Copper had again improved, and was such as to afford considerable En- 
couragement to Exportation from this Country. 

Is the great Supply of Copper sent direct from Chili to Bengal ? 

I believe so ; I. have sent it myself from South America. 

To what Circumstance do you attribute the great Diminution in the Export of 
Iron during the last Year ? 

Previous to the opening of the Trade, and for some Time after the Trade was 
opened, the Quantity of Iron exported by the Coinpany was very large indeed ; 
in consequence a large Stock had accumulated in their Stores in India, for which 
they required very high Prices, and thereby checked and kept down the Ckni- 
sumption. Since the 'I rade was opened with India, the Quantity sent by them has 
been very large, and the Price reduced to about Om -hall id what it previously 
wa.s, which checked the Import ; but it is now sold on such I'erms as leaves a 
moderate Profit to the Importer ; the Export is therefore again becoming mon 
considerable. 

Have you had occasion to form any Opinion as to theEfieci which might be 
produced, by opening the Port of ('anton to free Trade from this Country, upon 
the Export of British Manufactures? • 

I am aware of the Fact that the American Merchants send their Ships to this 
C’ountry, and load our manufactured Goods, particularly Woollens and also 
Cottons, with which they sail direct to China j that if .^uch a 'I’raiic was opimcd 
to the British Merchant 1 cannot doubt but he would avail himself of it ; and 
with the natural Advantages w’hich he possesses over the American Merchant, 
would be able to carry it on to at least equal if not greater Advantage. The British 
Merchant feels indignant that the Foreigner .should be allowed to carry on a 
Trade in our Ports from which he is excluded. 

Do you not consider that the Circumstance to which you have alluded in a 
former Answ'er, of a Part of the Surplus of British Commodities, exported to 
India in the Years 1817 and 1819, having found tljeir Way amongst other 
Countries to the Eastward of Bengal and to China, is a Proof that under favor- 
able Circumstances an increased Demand might exist in (’liin.i for British 
Manufactures ? 

Knowing, as wc do, the immen.se Poprulation of t'hina, and the Wealth that 
abounds amongst many Classes of that Population, and now that British Manu- 
factures of new and various Descriptions have in a small Ditgree been introduced 
into that Country, I should be inclined to think that if Facilities were afforded < 
to a direct Intercourse, it would not be easy to estimate tlie Extent to which 
such a Trade might be carried by the private Merchant. 

Are you aware of any Circumstance distinguishing the Character of Ameri* 
can from British Seamen which could make it less safe to admit the British 
Seamen into Forts belonging to a Government jealous as the (Chinese Govern- 
ment is known to be, while the American Seaman is enabled to go there with- 
out such Inconvenience being experienced ? 

If any Distinction exists between the Charafter of the Seamen of the Two 
Countries, I should think it would rather be in favour of than against the 
British Seaman, in so far that I consider the System of Discipline on board 
the British Merchant Ships to be striker and better than on board the 
American. 


Have 
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Have you understood, generally speaking, that the Seamen on board large J. Gladstone, Etq. 
Vessels are more easily kept in a State of Subordination, than the smaller Num- — 
ber employed in Vessels of less Tonnage ? 

I should suppose the Fadl would depend upon the Proportion the Officers 
bore to the Number of the Crew, the System of Discipline in the Merchant 
Ships being the same whether the Vessels are of a larger or a less Tonnage. 

In the private Trade of India I think the Officers are in the Proportion of about 
One-fifth Part of the Crew ; and we consider that Number sufficient and compe- 
tent to preserve the necessary Discipline and good Order on board those 
Ships. 

Can you state whether the Proportion of Officers on board the American 
Ships is generally greater or less than those on board th 6 English Ships engaged 
in the same Trade ? 

Certainly not greater, nor do I think that the Difference is at all mate- 
rial in the System of the Two Countries j I think they are very much the 
same. 

In the Event of the Trade to Canton being opened to British Shipping, 
exclusively however of any Importation directly into this Country, do you con- 
(■('ive that 'frade between Canton and other Countries might still be carried on 
with Advantage by the British Ship Owners? 

Ir is ;; well known Fact that such a Trade is carried on to a considerable 
Jkx'nnt by the Americans, and I believe in a small Degree by the Shipping ot 
other I'iurepean Countries. If such a Trade was opened to Britisli Shipping, I 
ci tmut doubt but it would be produdlive of a gi'eat Advantage to them, as it is 
to the Shipping and McTchants of America; its ultl.r.ate Benefit would of 
course depend on the Extent to wiiich it might be carried, and the Consump- 
tion of the Markets of wiiich they might have the Supply ; at the same Time 
I am not aware that the Productions of China, with the Exception ot Tea, could 
be imported on such a Scale to the Continent of Europe ;is to constitute a 
very great or considerable Trade ; the other Articles are chiefly Silks, Nan- 
keens. Sugar, ice. ; and from tlic neighbouring Countries, Pepper and other 
Spices of various Kinds ; the great Bulk of the American Cargoes is Tea, 

Do you conceive that an advantageous 'I'rade might be carried on by the 
British Merchant in the Event of his being allowed to export Tea from the Port 
of Canton, though not to this Country ? 

1 conceive such Permission would greatly increase the Value and Importance 
of the J’rade. 

Can you form any Opinion to what Extent a Market could be found for Tea 
so exported ? 

I am not prepared to speak to specific Quantity j but I believe the Exporta- 
tion of Tea from China in American Shipping has amounted to above One-half 
of the Exportation by the Company, and that a considerable Proportion of that 
Quantity has been sent to the Continent of Europe. 

Has not a considerable Quantity been so exported by Americans to Holland, 
notvfithstanding the Economy which you have already stated to exist in Dutch 
Navigation ? 

I believe their Exportation from China have been carried chiefly to the Ports 
of Holland and to Hamburgh. The Advantages which American Ships possess 
over those of Holland are much more important in a long Voyage than a short 
one, from the superior Expedition with which the Vojage is performed. 

Dutch Shipping are better calculated for the European than the Foreign 
Trade. 

Would those Advantages apply in an equal Degree to constitute a Superiority 
in American over British Shipping in the Trade now under Consideration ? 

By no means. J think British Shipping intended for such a Trade would be 
60 calculated as to be in all Respects at least equal to American Shipping ; for 
shorter Voyages, it is the System with British Shipping to look more to Capacity 
. * for 
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J. c.lttdiUmc, Etrj. lor Tonnage, than to great Expedition in Performance of the Voyage ; but that 
— . Arrangement is less attended to where Voyages are of great Length. 

Are you aware whether it is more particularly the Practice of the American 
I'radc than f)f other Trades, either in general or with the Port of Canton in 
particular, for the common Seamen to be admitted to a Share in the Adventure ? 

1 am not aware that such a Practice cither has existed or does exist. 

You have stated in a former Answer, that a considerable Proportion of Com- 
modities exported to India have found their Way, through different Channels, to 
Countries further to the East ; are you aware of any Instance in which that Ex- 
portation has been defeated by the Jealousy or Dislike of the Government of 
those Countries to any Commerce whatever ? 

1 am not aware that such Exportations have been carried to a considerable 
Extent. I believe that a Part of the great Accumulation of Stcjck that existed 
in India in the Years 1817 and 1818 had been so dispersed, but that those Goods 
necessarily were less fitted and less suitable for those Markets than if they had 
been originally ordered from thence, or prepared for them ; and that such Ship- 
ments w^ere rather a Measure, in some Degree, of Necessity than of Choice. I 
have had tio Experience myself in the Trade, and therefore I can only speak from 
the Report of others ; but 1 have not heard, in the course of my Enquiries, of 
such Resistance or Dislike having existed. 

Can you, from your Knowledge of the Equipment of the large Ve.ssels of 
the East India Company, and of those employed in the private Trade, form any 
Opinion as to the comparative Difficulty or Advantage which might attach to the 
Discipline and Management of the Seamen, placed under >uch Circumstances as 
they might be in the Canton 'IVade ? 

I think the Number of Officers, in proportion to the Number of the Crew, ou 
hoard of the private Ships, is fully equal to tliose on board the Company’s 
Ships ; in proportion to the Tonnage, the Number of Crew is not quite One 
Half, therefore it follows, the Crews of tlie private Sliips are not greater in 
Number than what is absolutely required for the Purposes of Navigation ; as for 
Instance, a Ship of 500 Register Tons would not in all have a Crew' exceeding 
Thirty or Two-and-thirty Persons, whilst a Comjrany’s Ship of 800 Tons would 
have a Hundred and one, of 1,200 'Pons not less than a Hundred and fixty or a 
Hundn^d and seventy ; at Canton the Crew of a private Ship would be required 
to be always on board, for the necessary and unavoidable Duty of the Ship in 
discharging and loading the Cargoes, whilst the Number on board a Cfompany’s 
Ship, being greater than can be required for such Purposes, a Portion may he, 
by the Permission ol the Officers, without Inconvenience, allowed to go on 
Shore ; and therefore, if any thing is to be apprehended from such a System, 
the Oew's of the Company’s Ships appear more exposed to the Consequences of 
it than of the private Ships. 

During the Period you have fitted out Ships in the private Trade for India, 
have any Complaints readied you of Want of Subordination or Difficulty, in_ 
maintaining Discipline in the Seamen employed on board of those Ships while * 
in Ind an Ports ? 

In all my fixperience, none whatever. 

Would the Danger arising from Pirates in the Eastern Seas, render it neces- 
sary to employ a greater Number of Seamen in the Navigation of those Ships, 
than the private 'Praders do at present ? 

Judging from the Fact that the Country Ships, as well as the American Ships 
of all Sizes, now employed in nav’igating those Seas, do so in a defenceless 
unarmed State, I conceive that no serious Risk exists, such as would require any 
Addition to be made to the Number of the Crews of British Vessels. 

In forming the Opinion which you have given as to the Prospect of a more 
extended China Trade, in the Event of its being opened to the Free Traders, have 
you had in view its being confined to the Port of Canton exclusively, or taken 

into 
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into Consideration the Prospect of other Ports of the Chinese Empire being j. Gladstune, l:^q. 
opened to the same Trade ? 

Not being aware that there is a Probability of any other Ports in China being 
opened to Foreign Intercourse, I have spoken with Reference to Canton only ; 
but in the Answer I gave connected with Sincapore, I had a Reference to the 
Shipping of China resorting thither from other Ports of China, with a View to 
purchasing the Manufactures and Produftions of this Country, and ^sposing of 
their own in Return. I have always understood that the Exports of the pri- 
vate Merchants from India to China, consisting chiefly of Cotton and Opium, 
amount to Double the Value of the Goods imported into China by the Company : 
that is, where the Company’s Imports have amounted to Six Millions of Dollars, 
those of the private Merchant have been Ten to Twelve Millions, a great Part 
of their Returns arc in Dollars, carried to China by the Americans, and given 
in Payment for their Teas and other Productions or China. 

Arc you aware* of any Arrangement which might fairly be expected to take 
place between the Government of this Country and the Dutch Government of 
Java, which would promote the Employment of British Shipping in the Indian 
Seas ? 

At present Dutch*’Ships resorting to our Possessions in India are liable to 
an additional Duty on the Value of the Goods they may import there, of 
about Five per Cent. ; but British Shipping trading with the Dutch Settlements 
are liable to a considerably heavier Duty, and their Systems are subject 
to much Fluctuation and Uncertainty. Were a reciprocal Arrangement made be- 
tween the Governments of the two Countries, that would admit Dutch Ships to 
trade with our Possessions in India on the same Terms with British, and British 
Ships to trade with the Possessions of Holland on' the same Terms with 
Dutch, 1 am inclined to think that such .an Arrangement would lead to an ex- 
i;.ndcd and beneficial Intercourse with the Dutch Possessions, that would be pro- 
ductive of increased Employment to British Shipping. 

The Witness is direfled to withdraw. 


Ordered, That this Committee be adjourned to Friday next, One o’Clock. 
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W', Fairlie, Eiq. 


Die VeneriSy Martii 1821. 

The MARQUESS of LANSDOWNE in the Chair. 


WILLIAM FAIRLIE, Esquire, is called in, and examined as follows : 

You have resided for a considerable Time in the East ? 

About Thirty Years. 

During what Period of Time ? 

From the Year 1780 to tSto. 

In what Capacity ? 

As a Merchant and Agent at Calcutta, having very large Connections with the 
‘Government in Contracts for the Array, and otherwise. 

You have not resided in the East since the last Renewal of the East India 
Company’s Charter ? 

No, I have not. 

Have you still any Connection with the Trade of the East as a Merchant ? 

I have ; I am an East India Agent. 

Does your Experience of those Countries formerly, and your Connection with 
the Trade at present, enable you to form an Opinion as to the Effect of the 
Removal of the Restrictions which existed upon private Trade under the former 
Charter of the East India Company, upon the East India Trade in general, and 
more particularly upon the Export of British Manufactures to the East ? 

The Export of British Manufactures has been greatly increased, no doubt, 
since the Licence Trade and the Alteration under the Charter, particularly in a 
Thing totally unexpected. Cotton Manufactures. 

Do you conceive that that increased Export of British, and particularly of 
Cotton Manufactures, would probably have taken place without the Removal of 
the Restrictions before referred to 

It certainly would not to so great an Extent under the Restrictions of the 
former Charter ; but it might have done so, had the Company been more liberal 
in allowing Goods to go, as they sometimes did, with particular Licences, in 
Gountry Ships j but the Company were very tenacious of their Privilege. 

Have you any Means of judging what Proportion of the British Manufactures 
exported since the last Renewal of the Charter, has found its Way into the Con- 
sumption of the Native Inhabitants ? 

There has been nothing new, I fency, that the Natives have used, but the manu- 
factured Cotton Goods ; most of the other Articles they make for themselves, 
that is, for the common Use of the Country. Cotton manufactured Goods, I think, 
are the only Articles which may be said to be new Articles with them since that 
Time. 

You consider that a great Proportion of the Cotton Goods recently exported, 
has been for the Use of the Native Inhabitants ? 

As far as Europeans require it, they also use a great deal of British Manu- 
facture. 
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facture» which they did not before ; they made use of the Indian Manufacture, f*'- t'^nriw i 

which are now found to be much dearer ; but the greatest Part is for the Natives ; 

the Quantity is so large, Europeans cannot have used them. 

Does not the same Observation apply to the increased Exports of Crockery 
and Earthenware ? 

Not by any Means ; that is to a more limited Extent ; they have their own 
Manufactures of Earthenware in India, not fine, but to a great Extent they use 
their own Pots and Pans ; and a great Part of the Consumption for the Hindoos 
is in Metal Pots of Copper, and a Mixture of Tutenague and Copper made by 
themselves. 

Docs the same Observation apply to the Exportation of Woollens ? 

That has increased, no doubt, from the Extension of the Company’s Territories 
to the Northern Countries, but by no means equal to the Cotton Manufaftures, 
because they manufacture a great deal of Woollen Goods themselves in the 
Northern Countries. 

You are of Opinion, then, that wherever any Accession of Territory has been 
made by the Company, an inc reased Demand hardly fails to be occasioned for 
British Manufactures? 

Some Increase, but small ; many of the Countries are poor, and they have 
Manufocturcs of their own, at present, that answer their Purpose in some 
Degree ; but coarse Woollens, 1 think, would sell to a considerable Extent in 
Time ; it must be a Work of Time. 

Are you aware, from your Knowledge of the East, of the Existence of any 
Prejudices in the Native Population which would present a material Obstacle to 
the Extension of a Demand for the Manufactures of this Country ? 

None, I believe, to either the Manufacture of Woollen or Cotton. 

Art! you aware of any ? 

I am not aware of any Objection^hat would be made by the Natives to either 
Woollens or Cottons ; they have been used by them a long Time. 

Are you aware of any Objection to the Consumption of any other Produce 
of British Manufacture ? 

Not to the Manufacture of Iron or Metals of that Kind ; there is to the Use 
of some other 'I’hings, such as Provisions ; I know of none to Manufactures 
generally, unless there may be perhaps to Leather : 1 am not aware of any other ; 

Cow Leather the Hindoos maj object to. 

Do you conceive the Removal or Modification of any of the Restrictions 
existing under the present Charter of the East India Company would facilitate 
the Improvement of Trade with those Countries ? 

I should not think any necessary as far as the Company’s I’erritories extend ; it 
might be an Advantage to the 'Prade of this Country if they were allowed to go to 
China, because that is connected with a very extensive Trade in the Route among 
the Eastern Islands j it would not be confined to a China Voyage alone, but 

would include Borneo, Java, Manilla, and other Places, 

• 

^Vhilc you were resident in India did you trade to the East ? 

We did to a considerable Extent. 

Do you conceive the Remov^ of the Restriction now existing respecting 'Eon- 
nage would be attended with any beneficial Effect to Trade ? 

I should think it would, but I am not much acquainted with the Nature of 
Shipping, or how much it might be objected to by the Government : there 
might be an Advantage to the Trader in being allowed to have smaller Ships, 
say 200 Tons. 

Are you aware of any Inconvenience having arisen from the Necessity of Ships 
proceeding to and unloading at the Port for which they have obtainedjthe^Licence 
unless they obtain a fresh Licence in the Country itself? 

It would no doubt be a Convenience to the Ships of this Country to be 

allowed 
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Fuhlie, Esq. allowed to trade from Port to Port in India without requiring a fresh Licence 

from the Government of the Country ; but it would be an Act of Injustice to 

the Country Ships of India under the present Restrictions. 

You consider j then, that British-built Ships might successfully compete with the 
Country Ships in the Coasting Trade, were they permitted to proceed from Port 
to Port ? 

I rather think they might have the Advantage, going out on a Voyage from 
this Country ;*but they would interfere with a Trade which has been carried on 
by the Country Ships, granted them exclusively by the Government. 

In what Articles did the Trade consist, which you describe yourself to have 
been concerned in between the East India Company’s Dominions, and the Islands 
and Countries farther Eastward ? 

Opium, the Piece Goods of India, Iron, Copper, Steel, and Cutlery, were 
the chief Articles, with Rice and Sugar. 

During the Period of your Observations, did the Demand for those Articles in 
the Countries referred to, appear upon the whole to increase or diminish ? 

They were pretty much fixed wdicn I was there, for there was then no Adven- 
ture from this Country ; they remained pretty steady : the Buggiss and Malays, 
who are chief Purchasers, have been Traders and Merchants for Centuries ; there 
was not a great Increase to be expected from the Trade, for they have been trading 
Countries for a long Period. 

Do you conceive that the Establishment of a Central Depot in that Part of the 
World, in the Nature of a free Port, such as that understood to be now established 
at Sincapore, under the Protection of this Country, would be attended with bene- 
ficial Consequences to Trade? 

Very much so to the Trade of India. 1 consider that one great Advantage ol 
having a Settlement on the Eastern Side of the Straits of Malacca was, that the 
Traders, the Buggiss and Malays, had an (^jection to go through the Straits of 
Malacca, if they could meet with a Market ror Goods nearer Home. A Settlement 
nearly similar to Sincapore, but under a Native Prince, was established lornierly at 
Rhio, and had those Advantages which Sincapore now will have ; it was desiiable 
to the Native Trader to come to Rhio without going further. Sincapore will, I 
believe, be a much more extensive and a much more considerable Port, being 
under the Protection of the British, than Rhio was. 

Does Rhio still exist as a free Port ? “ 

It docs ; but L believe there is little or no 'I'radc there now. 

Will you state to what Ports Eastward of the East India Company’s Dominions, 
you have exported British Manufactures directly, since you have been engaged 
in that Trade ? 

The Chief Port was Batavia ; from tlltence they are distributed all over the 
Eastern Islands ; some of the Ships that have gone out have called at those Ports 
themselves and Manilla. 

Has it ever come to your Knowledge, in the course of your Acquaintance with 
the Trade of the East, that any Obstacle to trading with any of the Countries or 
Islands Eastward of the Company’s Dominions, has arisen from a determined In- 
disposition to admit the Trade upon the Part of fhe Native Governments of those 
Countries ? 

Not on the Part of the Native Governments. 

Are you aware of any Manufactory of Woollens having recently taken pl^e 
in Great Britain with a View to the Market of Thibet ? 

1 have understood, and indeed know, that there has been some Manufreture 
for the Tartars beyond the Thibet Mountains, from a Sample of their Clothing 
which has come to this Country, a Species of Cap ; and they have imitated them 
so well^cre, that I understand they are likely to answer the Purpose. 

Has that taken place for a sufficient Time to permit you to judge of the Result ? 

It is only within a few Weeks that they have had the Article manufactured ; it 
has come through the Governments in India to the Directors here. 


Have 
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Have you had any Commercial Transactions with Cochin China and Siam ? Far Ur, f.s'j. 

We have. - — 

In what has it consisted ? 

Chiefly in the same Articles that are ordered for the other Eastern Islands. 

You have exported nothing directly from this Country to Cochin China ? 

No, we have had no Communication w'itli Cochin China, since I have been m 
this Country. 

In what Manner did you communicati "'ith Cochin China? 

We sent small Vessels Ifom Bengal i l ,o Purpose of trading; it was to i 
very limited Extent. 

Were those Vessels commanded by Englishmen ? 

Yes ; there was no Objection made to this ; and the same to Siam. 

What Return did you receive? 

Tin, iVpper, ynd Betel Nut, and Treasure. 

Did those Vessels experience any Dilficulty in disposing of their Cargoes, iji 
consequence of the Interference of the Native Governments ? 

We never experienct‘d any ; but it requires a Person to be acquainted with the 
Country* and the Manners of the People. 

Arc' tile Dutic's heavy > 

Are there anv Fxaftions to which they are subjefted ? 

Fhe Dutic's there are very much paid in what are called Presents ; that is, 
something i',iven to the Government. 

W:is lu upon die- whole, a productive Trade? 

!i to die Extent it went, but that was but small. 

Do you suppose it to be capable of Extension? 

I daie sa) it iniglit be, tlu're have bc'en so many Articles from hence that 
niight he sc‘m there'; such as Birmingham Articles, and particularly in the very 
' heap Cotton Manufactures ; there is now an Export of about IVo hundred 
fhousand yearly of Cotton Goods, where none was sent before. 

Have you had any Communication recently with those Countries ? 

No, 1 have had none since 1 havT* Vieen in England, which is Ten Years. I am 
not engaged as a Trader now. 

Have you understood that Cochin China is^hickly peopled? 

Not, I fancy, like China itself ; but i believe it is settled as well as ihe neigh- 
bouring Countries of Siam and Pegu, and all those Countries : they are well 
settled Countries, as far as Communication has been had with the Coast. 

Is It a rich Country ? 

I do not suppose it is a very rich Country ; Tin, Betel-Nut, and some Sugar 
are got there. 

Are there numerous Places of Trade on the Coast ? 

No, they are chiefly confined to a very large and extensive Bay ; I believe they 
go to only one Port, or Two. 

Do you consider the Governments of those Countries more or less jealous 
than tlie Chinese? 

Less so. 

What are the principal Returns from India to this Country ? 

There has been a most extensive Return in Cotton Wool, but was attended 
with heavy Loss : Indigo is a very valuable Return ; also Raw Silk ; Sugar 
Saltpetre are considerable, but at present unprofitable ; there are a Variety of 
Drugs, such as d'ncw Species of Drug called Lack Dye, which is a valuable Sub- 
stitute for Cochineal. 
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Have the Private Traders had much Share in the Silk Trade ? 

Yes, as much as they have desired j Silk is at all Times to be purchased in 
Bengal. 

Is the Supply unlimited ? 

The Market is usually well stocked. 

Can you state the Price of Raw Silk at Calcutta ? 

It may be stated from los. to 15s. a Pound, the general Price. 

The Witness is direfted to withdraw. 

Ordered, That this Committee be adjourned to Monday next, One o’clock. 
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Die Lunae, 19 " Martii 1821 . 


The MARQUESS of LANSDOWNE in the Chair. 


JOHN CHRISTOPHER WEGUELIN Esquire is called in, and examined 

as follows : 

In wiiat Business have you been principally concerned? j. C.ff'e^uehn, Exf 

In the Russia Trade. - — - 

Can you state to the Committee, what has lately been the State of the Trade 
between Russia and Asia, particularly as affected by any Demand for the 
Chinese Market? 

The Trade between Russia and China is entirely carried on at Kiachta, and 
is solely in the Hands of Russian Merchants, so that any British Merc hant living 
at St. Petersburgh can only form some Judgment of the Demand from China, by 
the Demand for any Foreign Product or Manufacture that may be brought to 
St. Petersburgh. 1 do not apprehend, from any thing that 1 know upon the 
Subject, particularly as I have been Twenty Years from Russia, that the Trade 
with China has either diminished or increased in any material Degree. 

You arc still in the Russia Trade? 

I am. The great Articles that are bartered at Kiachta are Furs and Peltry j 
the Furs come mostly from the Russian Islands between Kamtschatka and the 
North-west Coast of America, as also from Siberia, and somg which come from 
Canada and Hudson’s Bay, thaf are sent from hence to Petersburgh, and bought 
by the Russia Merchants to carry to Kiachta. The Article next in consequence 
is Cloth, the most of which are Prussian and Polish Cloths, they being of an 
ordinary Quality, and cheaper than the low Qloths from this Country can be 
afforded. There are various other Articles, Worsted Stulls, Coarse Linens, 
tanned Hides, Sheep and Lamb Skins, Cattle, &c. The Articles that are received 
in return principally are Teas, Raw and Manufactured Silk, though the Raw is 
prohibited on the Part of the Chinese, but it finds its Way into Russia ; Silk 
and Cotton Manufactured Goods, Raw and Manufactured Cotton, Porcelain of 
all •Sorts, Sugar-candy, Tobacco, Rhubarb, Musk, &c. The Value of those 
Goods was stated in a Report, which the Committee of the House of Lords 
published last Year, of the Year 1816, and which 1 think amounted in that Year 
to about Six Millions of Roubles, Imports and Exports, the Duties on which were 
637,000 Roubles ; but there appears in that Report a Mistake to have crept in, 
for in the Year 1817, the Sum attached to Kiachta is a very trifling one; while 
on the contrary there is a very large Sum attached to a place called Ust Kameno- 
gorsk, which probably may belong to Kiachta. There are Lists come over 
lately of Two subsequent Years, 1818 and 1819, but which have been given in 
by the Person who received them to the Committee of the House of Commons, 
and I could not procure them in Time to produce a Note from them. The Year 
i8e6 was a very low Year, the Trade amounting according to this Statement to 
only Six Millions of Roubles ; .whereas in looking to Mr. Cox’s Russian Disco- 
veries, there is a Statement there of the Trade at Kiachta, in the Year 1777, wdiich 

« ’ amounted. 
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j.C.Wegveim,Esq. amounted, the Exports and Imports, to 2,868,000, and the Exchange being at 

that Time Forty-three Pence per Rouble, made the Trade in 1777 what 

it was in the Year 1816; but I think the subsequent Year 18 '7 may have been 
considerably more, because in the Year 1816 the new Russian Ian h appeared, 
by which a Number of Goods were permitted to be imported into Russia, which 
before had been prohibited, such as some Sorts of Cloths, &c. ; and in 1820 a 
subsequent Russian TarilF permitted the Importation of our ordinary Cloths 
and Manufactured Cotton Goods, so that 1 apprehend the following Years will 
have increased consiilerably the 'I'rade with the Chinese through that Medium, 
which must at all Times be very consequential, because the Chinese supply the 
Russians entirely with Teas of different Kinds, and as these consume a great 
deal, and are a very growing Nation, of course that Article must continue to 
increase. There are some Articles, however, which of late Years have rather 
decreased. I think the Quantity of Cotton Goods brought from China is much 
less than used to be, as the Russians import now such very large Quantities 
of Cotton Twist from England, that they make Cottons at a cheaper Rate than 
they can import them from the Chinese; likewise the Value of their Furs, both from 
their Possessions Eastward of Kamtschatka to the North-west Coast of America, 
and their own Furs from Siberia, as well as ours from Hudson’s Bay and 
Canada, has increased so much of late Year>, that the (diinese will not take such 
Quantities of them as they used in former Times to do. 


You are understood to have stared, that Cloth 
Articles of Export through Russia into China ? 

Yes. 


formed one of the principal 


Was any great Proportion of that Cloth of Prussian and Polish Manufac- 
ture ^ 

It was. 


Some Portion, however, you stated had been of British Manufacture ? 

Some Portion, but I apprehend not of ordinary Cloths. 

Can you form any Idea what Quantity of Cloths have been exported ? 

No, I cannot. 

Is not the Consumption of Tea in Russia confined to the higher Classes 

It is very generally extended through the higher and the middling Classe.'-, 
and a good deal among the lower Classes. 

Do you know what is the relative Price of Tea of the same Quality in this 
Country and in Russia? 

1 have generally considered, that it was cheaper in Russia than in this 
Country. 

Taking the Duty into Consideration ? 

Yes. 

Is the Duty on Tea in Russia heavy ? 

I do not know exactly how that is ; the Duty generally appears to be about 
Ten per Cent, on the different Articles ; but the only Mode by which I can 
judge, is the Six hundred and thirty-seven thousand Roubles, being the Duty 
on Six Millions. 


Have you reason to think that the Consumption of Tea among the inferior 
Classes is increasing in Ru.s.sia ? 

Yes, I think it is ; there is one Circumstance which probably may account 
for the Value of the Exports and Imports at Kiachta appearing small, while at 
the same Time it may be considerably larger than it appears to be, in conse- 
quence of the Mode in which the Barter is made, which is by the Russians 
and the Chinese fixing a Price for the Articles between themselves, so that 
they do not sell to each other, but they barter, and they may probably by 
that Means reduce the Value of the Article, in order to save something in 
the Duties. From what I have understood from Gentlemen who know more 
of the Matter than I do, a Chinese says, here is a Chest of Tea which is 

worth 
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worth so much, and he fixes a Price upon it; the Russian says, I have so j.aWtgueVm.Eiq. 

many Furs, Ihd so much Cloth, and then they agree to barter the one ’ 

against the other; which is a Reason why it would seem that the Sums are 
almost always nearly the same, of the Exports and the Imports ; and therefore 
it is possible the actual Value may be greater than the nominal Value as put 
down on these Lists. 

How far do the Charges of Transport from Petersbureh to Kiachta enhance 
the Value of the Goods ? 

I cannot take upon myself to say, as the British Merchants established at Pcters- 
burgh have no right to trade in the Interior of the Country; and in consequence 
having once sold their Goods at the Port, they are not intimately acquainted with 
the Charges ol Transport, or the Duties which afterward take place. 

Are they taken by Mules, or by Water Carriage ? • 

Part of the Way by Water Carriage and Part by Land Carriage, according to 
the Season of the Year. If it is in the Summer Time, they are sent a good deal 
by Water C.arriage; but in Winter by Land Carriage. 

Is not the Trade of Kiachta confined to particular Seasons of tho Year ? 

Yes, the Fair is generally in the Month ol February. 

Is it only annual ? 

Annual. 

For what Period of Time does it last ? 

1 should imagine for a Couple of Months ? 

Are you aware under what Restrictions the Trade is placed by the Chinese 
Government ? 

No, I am not. 

Do you conceive that any large Proportion of the Woollen Goods that 
are transported from Petersburgh to Kiachta are of the Manufacture of the 
Russian limpire. 

None that 1 know of, except coarse Linens, and probably some ordinary and 
low Cloths. 

Is there any particular Article that you are aware of in which there has 
been any considerable Increase of Import to Kiachta recently ? 

It any, I think it is in Cloths, particularly in Prussian and Polish Cloths, as 
they stand cheap, and the Duties.arc less upon them than upon Cloths coming 
from England. 

Have you understood that there has been lately any considerable Increase of 
the Manufactures of Manchester imported ? 

I should imagine there must have been an Increase lately in the Import of 
Cotton Goods from England, in consequence of the Permission of the Russian 
Government for them to be admitted generally into Russia since the Year 
1820. 

Do you conceive that those Articles form any considerable Item in the Ex- 
ports 40 Kiachta? 

No, I should not think so as regards Cotton Goods ; but I beg to observe it 
must be extremely diflicult for any Person to offer a decided Opinion upon 
that Subject, for the Goods that come to the Port of Petersburgh are dispersed 
over the Country ; a great Part of them go to the different Fairs and are bought 
there, so that hardly any Person Ciin know to what Places they afterwards go. 

To the Fairs at Nishnei, Novogorodj* and Irbit, considerable Quantities of the 
manufactured Goods go, and they are bought by Traders, who may carry them 
where they like, so that it is difficult to ascertain what Quantity goes to Kiachta ; 
it can be ascertained only by a List of the actual Goods bartered with the 
Chinese against their Commodities. I'hat probably might be procured, but I 
have never seen any thing of the Kind. 
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./. f. Wrfiuiiiutiii Are you aware of any particular Article of Manchester Manufadure being in 
peculiar Demand at Kiachta ? 

No, I am not. 

Are you able to form any Opinion whether the Yorkshire Cloths could 
be furnished to that Market at a cheaper Rate than the Prussian Cloths now 
are ? 

I do not think they could. It is possible, in the present Moment of Depreda- 
tion of their Value, that they might ; but in the general State of Things I do 
not think they could, for I recollect at the Period when I was in Russia, the 
Yorkshire Manufacturers were very desirous of making such (Moths as were 
fit for the Kiachta Market, and they endeavoured to do it, but they found they 
could not furnish them at so cheap a Rate as the Prussians did. 

The Witness is directed to withdraw. 


JAMES DRUMMOND, Esquire, a Member of the House of Commons, 
attending, is called in, and examined as follows ; 

■f. Drummond, Esq. You have resided a conjiderable Time in the East ? 

I have, in China, for about Twenty Years. 

At Canton of course ? 

At Canton. 

Have the Goodness to state to the Committee, whether any and what Incon- 
venience you imagine might arise to the Trade of the East India C.ompany at 
Canton from the Admission of British Vessels, upon the same Footing with those 
of other Nations, to trade between that Port and other Parts ol' the World, 
with the Exception of the British Dominions ? 

In the Evidence I gave before the House of Commons in the Year 1813 , I was 
decidedly of Opinion that it would be very dangerous to the I'rade of the East 
India Company, if British Ships of any Denomination, except their owm, were 
admitted to that Port. Circumstances I think have occurred that have rather 
altered my Opinion upon that Subject ; the Seamen, from whom the great 
Danger to the Trade arose, are not now permitted to go to (Canton, and conse- 
quently the same Danger does not exist. 1 entertain decidedly the same 
Opinion with respeft to the Monopoly of the- East India Company as I then 
expressed ; namely, that this Tratle could not be carried on wdth Advan- 
tage to this Country but by Means of a Monopoly, as the C'hinese would 
have such Advantage in raising the Prices of Articles that 1 conceive the 
Profits which arc at present derived would be eirtirely lost to Great Britain ; 
the Danger therefore, as far as concerns China, I think no longer exists ; but 
I am not so clear how far it might be adviseable to admit small British Ships to 
pass through either of the Channels, the British or Saint George’s Channel, as 
affording Facilities to Smuggling, which was one of the Causes I then assigned 
for considering that an open 'I'rade to Ciiina should not be permitted. Connected 
with this Circumstance, however,* 1 conceive that any British Ship trading to 
China ought to be bound by the same Regulations and Covenants as those entered 
into by the Private Ships, or what is usually termed the Country Trade between 
India and China ; and further that the Chief of fhe Factory, or the Committee, 
should have the Power by Act of Parliament, if Misconduft arises on the Part 
of the Captain, Officers, or Seamen of those Ships, to arrest or seize the ftrty 
so offending, and send them to England onTjoard of the Company’s Ship.s. 

Do you conceive that the Apprehension you have stated in the former Part of 
your last Answer of the Difficulty of preventing Smuggling in Ships so employed 
in the Narrow Seas, would be obviated by confining the 'I'rade so carried on to 
Ships of a particular Burden ? 

I think it might perhaps be better obviated by Regulations to prevent the Ships 
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entering into any British Port, with severe Penalties attached to any Deviation ; j. Drummond, Esq. 

certainly the Use of Ships of a larger Size, say Six, Seven, or Eight hundred 

'I'ons, would prevent the Facility to Smuggling in a greater Degree than Ships of 
a smaller Size. 

Are you aware of any Reason why Articles the Produce of China should not 
be exported to the Continent of Europe, with as much Advantage in British-built 
as in American Ships ? 

Certainly not. 

Do you conceive that there exist any Circumstances distinguishing the Cha- 
racter of American from British Seamen, or the general Equipment of American 
Vessels from British Ships, which render the Crews of such Vessels more ame- 
nable to Discipline, and less likely to be the Occasion of Misunderstanding with 
the Government of China, when engaged in Trade with that Empire? 

1 consider the American Seamen that visited Canton during my Residence more 
orderly and of a superior Description to the generality of the British Seamen 
that were employed in the Trade to China during the Period of my Residence 
there; besides which the Seatneai of the American Ships were frequently admitted 
to a Participation in the Profits of the Voyage, and consequently* their good 
Conduct thereby insured. 

Should you consider that Observation as applying equally to the Crews of 
small English Vessels, such as might be equipped by Private Traders, as to the 
larger Crews employed in the Ships of the East India Company ? • 

I should think it would. 

Are not a considerable Number of English Seamen, particularly in Time of 
Peace, employed in the Merchant Vessels of the United States? 

I believe there are ; but there were many during the War. 

Did you ever hear, during your Residence at Canton, of any Misunderstanding 
resulting from the Misconduct of English Seamen so employed on board the 
American Vessels? 

1 do not rccolleft that I ever did. 

Do not the Misunderstandings, which occasionally arise between the English 
Seamen and the Chinese, originate in large Bodies of Seamen being allowed to 
go on Shore at the same Time? 

(T'rtainly, when they visited Canton in large Bodies. 

By what Authority arc the S5amen now prevented going to Canton ? 

1 understand, though I cannot speak positively, for it has occurred since I quitted 
China, that it was by mutual Agreement between the Government of Canton 
and the East India Company. 

d'hen, in point of fact, it is at present impossible that any Misunderstanding 
should arise ? 

No, 1 should think not, for they are still in the River, though they do not go 
to Canton on Liberty. 

Is, this Restriffion extended to the Seamen of other Countries? 

1 cannot speak to that. 

When you state that the Trade between this Country and Canton can 
only, in your Opinion, be carried on with Advantage as a Monopoly, how 
do you account for the increased Prosperity of the American Trade with 
the Port of Canton, which has at no Time been carried on under those 
Circumstances ? 

I have always considered the Americans or any other Nation trading to 
China benehtted equally with the East India Company by the Monopoly 
estabh'shed by them; and that if that Monopoly were done away, the 
Americans as well as every other Nation would suffer proportionably. 


Is 
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J. Ihumn.ond, Esq, Is there auy Reason why a British Free Trader, if admitted to trade between the 

Port of Canton and other Parts of the World, with the Exception of the British 

Dominions, should not profit by the Monopoly of the British Trade enjoyed 
by the East India Company, in the same Manner and to the same Extent with the 
Trader from, the United States, and from other Nations ? 

Certainly none, except as respects the Apprehension of carrying on a Contra- 
band Trade with this Country. 

Are you acquainted with the State and Progress of the Trade of the United 
States with the Port of Canton ? 

Having left China Fourteen Years ago, and from the Period of quitting 
it devoted very little of my Attention to this Subject, I am not competent to 
answer that Question. 

Referring to your former Answer respecting the Regulations best adapted to 
obviate some of the Disadvantages of a Free British Trade at the Port of Can- 
ton, do you conceive that the Establishment of a Consul there, invested with some 
Authority over the whole British Trade, might not be the best Mode of obvi- 
ating such Inconveniences ? 

It might perhaps be useful to give the Chief, or Person at the Head of the 
East India Company’s Affairs in China, Consular Powers ; but I am not aware 
of any Advantages that could result from the Appointment of a Consul to be 
independent of the East India Company’s Servants. 

Can you* state to the Committee what is the Constitution and Nature of the 
Monopoly enjoyed at Canton by the Hong Merchants ? 

I should conceive that Gentlemen more recently returned from China would 
be better able to answer that Question than myself, because I understand, 
although not perfectly acquainted with the Circumstance, that some recent Re- 
gulations were made by the Court of Pekin, relative to the Re-establishment of 
the Monopoly ; but as far as my own Knowledge goes, from Observation during 
my Residence in China, the Hong Merchants possessed a complete Monopoly of 
the whole Trade but merely nominally, and the Injury which must have resulted 
from a real Monopoly could only have been obviated by the Power of the 
(Company’s Servants to support or encourage one Hong Merchant against an- 
other, and thereby frustra'te the evil Effects of such Monopoly ; and though it 
was at the first Moment of its Establishment a perfect Monopoly, ir had, in the 
Course of Time, and by the Opposition of the Company’s Servants, become very 
nearly an open Trade, divided among the Hongj Merchants according to their 
Credit and Integrity, 

What is the Nature of the Benefit the Americans derive in trading with 
Canton from the Monopoly of the East India Company ? 

The Advantages the Americans derive from the Monopoly, are in my Opim'on 
a Security against the Rise in the Price of Articles, which a Competition would 
immediately occasion, if the East India Company’s Servants had not the Power 
of fixing the Prices of Teas : and this is exemplified in the great Rise of Articles 
purchased by the Americans, and in which the East India Company never 
deal. 

Is it not the great Demand of the East India Company, which alone give# 
that Power to its Servants at Canton of fixing the Prices of Teas ? 

Certainly. 

Would hot that Demand continue to produce the same Effect, though British 
Subjects should be permitted to trade between Canton and Foreign Europe ? 

Provided the Trade were not so extensive as to enable them to vie with the 
East India Company in their Purchases to an equal Amount. 

Therefore, unless the Demand of the East India Company sRould become 
materially diminished, in consequence of the opening of the Trade between 
Canton and Foreign Europe to the British Merchant, that Demand would con- 
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tinue to produce the same beneficial Effect upon the Trade of other Nations .. 
which it does now ? 

I should think it might, if the Demand was not diminished. 

Do you think that the Facilities of smuggling from* t small British Ship con- 
veying Teas through the Channel, would be considerably greater than the 
Facilities of smuggling from a small American Ship under the same Circum- 
stances ? 

That is a Question I am not exactly equal to answer. I think there does 
exist greater Facility in smuggling to an Englishman ; the English are better 
acquainted with the Coasts of this Island and its People than the Americans. I 
am not aware, however, that there would be any very material Difference. 

Was there any considerable Trade carried on by any Foreign Vessels with 
the Port of Canton, at the Time you were resident there ? ^ 

At the early Part of my Residence, before the War of 1792, to a very 
considerable Extent, by the Dutch, Swedes, Danes, and French ; there were 
few, if any, American Ships at that Time. 

Do you consider that the Quality of the Tea obtained by thp East India 
Company is materially superior to the Quality of the Tea obtained by other 
Nations ? 

It was generally considered that the Swedes and Danes had rather a prefer- 
able Congou Tea to the East India Company ; and upon the Cessation of 
I heir Trade, those Chops or large Quantities of Teas of the same Denomina- 
tion fell into the Hands of the East India Company. 

But notwithstanding that Circumstance, is not the Quality of the Tea brought 
to Sale by the East India Company inferior to the Quality of the Tea brought 
to Sale by other Nations, in consequence of the Clause in the Charter by which 
the East India Company is obliged at all Times to have One Year’s Supply in 
their AVarehouse 

1 should think certainly not ; 1 do not perceive what could cause the Deteriora- 
tion ; it is found that Black Tea in particular does not injure in this Country, and 
may be kept for many Years without any Deterioration. I believe it is not life 
lame with regard to the Green Tea, which does suffer in some Degree by being 
kept for a considerable 'I'imc. 

Would the Apprehensions you enrertain to opening the China Market to the 
private I’radf r be equally great, if the Trade was not carried on on the Part of the 
Chinese by an exclusive Company ? 

1 should consider the Danger increased. 

Do you consider that Command of the Foreign Trade which is now possessed 
by the Hong Merchants favourable to the Trade of this Country 

I think it is, by preventing Fraud, which would be frequently practised if in the 
1 lands of Merchants of inferior Character and Capital. 

Is there iuiy Peculiarity in tlie Character of the Chinese, that leads you to con- 
ceive that the same Advantages would not be derived from individual and reci- 
procal Competition that is experienced in all other Countries where there are not 
the same Restrictions on Commercial Intercourse as in that Country ? 

The Hong Merchants arc a Body established for carrying on the Foreign Trade 
by Edicts of the Emperor, and consequently the Government is considered respon- 
sible for all their Acts, even to the Payment of their Debts ; and if the Trade were 
thrown open to the generality of the Chinese Subjects, 1 think the Trader would 
experience material Difficulties in carrying on his Trade, and in the Event of the 
smaller Merchants attempting to defraud him, he could have no Means of enforc- 
ing the Recovery of his Property. 

Is there not reason to believe that not only the local Authorities at the Port of 
Canton, but even the Officers of the Imperial Government at Pekin, derive con- 
siderable peAmiary Advantages Inom Foreign 'Trade ? 

It is generally supposed they do. 
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J. Drummond, Esq. Do not therefore the Interest and the Habits of those Individuals require the 
— Existence of Foreign Trade in some shape or other ? 

I have no Doubt they are interested in the Continuance of the Foreign Trade ; 
but I do not imagine th^ 'possess sufficient Influence to oppose the A£ts of the 
Emperor, should he wish to abolish it. 

If, therefore, those Adfrantages were not secured to them by the Monopoly of 
the Hong Merchants, the Habits they had acquired, and their pecuniary Neces- 
aWes, would call for Facilities for Foreign Trade in some other Form ? 

Tes, perhaps they might. 

Do you not think that the Monopoly of the Hong Merchants may have de- 
rived Strength and Support from the Credit which has been given to it irom the 
high Charafter of the East India Company, and the Security which they have 
aflForded to it byfheir large and regular and liberal Demands ? 

I consider the Credit and Respedability of the Hong Merchants may have 
been augmented in proportion to the Extent of their Dealings with the Com- 
pany j but I must observe that this Monopoly is only nominal. 

To what Causes do you attribute the principal Obstacles which the Chinese 
Government is understood to throw in the Way of a Commercial Intercourse 
with European Nations ? 

That is a Question, I conceive, purely political, and would require consider' 
able Detail ; but I should ascribe it, generally, to their Apprehension of suffering 
what they know has occurred to the Nations of India. 

Had you ever the Means of directly ascertaining that tiu .\merican Seamen 
participated in the Profits of the Voyage ? 

Only from Report, but I think very generally circulaUfd and believed. 

You are understood to state your Opinion that the principal Motives of 
Jealousy entertained by the Chinese Government with respeft to Foreign Trade, 
is an Apprehension arising out of the Vicinity and Power of the Party by whom 
that Trade is carried on ? 

• certainly think that their Jealousy arises in a great Measure from the Dread 
of the Power of European Nations, and the Desire of excluding them from 
their Country altogether, to prevent all Interference in their ovn\ Government, 
lest sir.ilar Encroachments might be attempted in the same Manner as those 
practised in India. 

Is the whole Trade to Canton literally confined to the Hong Merchants, or are 
there not extra Merchants winked at by the Government of China, through whose 
Means a considerable Trade passes ? 

There certainly is a considerable Trade carried on by private Merchants, but 
all passing under the Names of the Hong Merchants, as far as the Govern 
ment are concerned. 

The Witness is directed to jji^ithdraw. 

Ordered, T'hat this Committee be adjourned to Wednesday next, One o’clock. 
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Die Mercurii^ Martii 1821. 


The MARQUESS of LANSDOWNE in the Chair. 


SIR THEOPHILUS METCALFE, Baronet, is called in, and examined as 

follows ; 

You have resided during a considerable Period in the East 

I have been 'IVenty-one Years in the Service of the Company, 

During that Time, where have you principally resided ? 

In China principally, at Canton. 

Will you state to the Committee what Inconveniences, or w^hethcr any Incon- 
veniences would in your Opinion arise to the Trade of the East India Com- 
pany in China, were British-built Ships belonging to private. Merchants ad- 
mitted, under such Regulations as might be deemed expedient, to trade be- 
tween the Port of Canton and other Parts of the World, with the Exception 
of the British Dominions ? 

I conceive considerable Inconvenience would arise, in the first Place, in keep- 
ing the Sailors in order, but I should think more particularly with respect 
to the Teas, in the Provi.sion of the Investment, from the Circumstance that 
such an Addition of English Ships being reported to the Northern Provinpes 
from whence the Tea comes, would occasion an Idea of their conveying the 
Whole to Europe, which we with all our Communications with the Hong 
Merchants could not remove ; this for several Years would deteriorate the 
Quality by the Increase of the Quantity, which might again be obviated, pro- 
bably, after' Two or Three Years, as far as the Quantity ceasing, but I am 
afraid it would require several Years to restore the Quality of it. 

Why should an Impression of the Nature you describe, be produced by 
British Free Traders coming into the China Market for Tea, while it is not 
produced by the Free Traders of other Nations, who are equally at liberty 
to supply the Continent of Europe with Importations of lea from Canton? 

I conceive that the other Free Traders would be there also, that these 
would be in addition to them: but in the first Two or Three Years we 
should not be able to remove the Impression, that those Ships were not to 
carry the Tea to England : an Impression would be made. I speak from Ex- 
perience, of Two or Three Ships being added to the Quantity which had 
been first expected, that it has raised that Impression in the Month of Sep- 
tember or October, about the Time the Teas generally come down : that Im- 
pression has been raised by smaller Additions. 

Does not the Knowledge of any Increase in the Number either of Ships of the 
United States, or of other Nations, produce a similar Effect ? 

I do not conceive that it is so generally known, the Numbers that are coming 
of other Ships, as the Number of the English generally is. 

Is not that owing to the Circumstance of the peculiar Arrangements of the 
Company’s Ships making it better known beforehand, what Number of those 

Ships will come ? • • . • , , 

Nox I conceive the Chinese in Jthe first Instance consider entirely what are 

coming 
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Sir T.JUflirai/f, coming on the English Account, being of the larger Trade, and that the 

Bari. Others are considered as merely carrying oflF the Surplus. Their first Contracts 

and Engagements, are entirely to supply the English Trade, and the other Vessels 
generally take, I should almost say the Refuse, particularly in Black Teas. 

You consider, then, the Tea imported cither for the Continent of Europe, 
or for the Consumption of the United States, by American Merchants, of in- 
ferior Quality to the great Bulk of that consumed in England ? 

Of the Black Tea, certainly. 

What Circumstances do you think there are, in the Supply and the Demand 
of the Chinese Market at Canton, which would prevent their adjusting themselves 
to each other after a limited Time, like other Markets, to the joint Advantage 
of the Consumer and Producer ? 

I think they would be adjusted in a few Years, but the Quality of the Tea 
would scarcely be restored ; it would take many Years to restore it. In increas- 
ing the Quantity, they would deteriorate the Quality of it, which would require 
some longer Period to restore it : the Trade would find its own Level in the 
Quantity, in the Course of Two or Three Years, in the Disappointment they 
would meet with, probably. 

Why should not the Quality also, as far as Teas of a superior Quality can 
be produced in the Chinese Empire, adjust itself, as well as the Quantity, to 
the particular Demand for Qualities of different Descriptions ? 

As far as we arc able to understand, there arc Three CJatheriii'^s of I’casj 
the First being superior to the Second, and the Second to the I’hird ; and they 
would mix so' much larger a Quahtity of the Third into i lie superior, to in- 
crease the Quantity, that the Quality of the general Parcel would be deterio- 
rated. When the Intelligence was sent up the Country of the Number of 
Ships expected, they would consider all the English Ships of the same Size, 
Twelve hundred Tons, and there would be no convincing them they were of 
only Three or Four hundred Tons ; we have frequently now to complain of the 
Quality of 'Pea being lost j and it is very difficult to restore it again, even by 
offering high Prices. 

How have you been able to counterafl the natural Desire that must exist of 
Adulteration for many Years past ? 

By the Trade and Monopoly we have ; the immense Trade we have with thetn 
gives us the Power of reducing the Prices, which we have exerted in some In- 
stances very strongly. 

In thc'Ycars 1810 and 1811, the Quantity of Tea exported from Canton was 
Nineteen Millions; in the Years 18 ii and 1812, the Quantity exported was 
Twenty-six Millions : Can you state, from your Experience, wJicther in 1812 
the Quality of Tea was materially worse, and for any Number of succeedine. 
Years ? 

I was in England in those I’wo Years ; I cannot exadfly state. 

You have never heard any Report to that Effcff ? 

No, I have not. 

Within the Period of your Knowledge, has the Variation which appears from 
the Accounts to have taken place in a great many Seasons, between the De- 
mand in those and the preceding Seasons, been attended with any of the 
Effefls you have described ? 

I do not conceive it has been of that Consequence ; the great Increase of 
the Ships has not been the Cause of the Difference. I do not at present re- 
member any Instance where I could attribute it to that in my Time, certainly ; 

I rather allude to the Novelty of those Ships coming, and the Report being 
spread. 

Does the Quality of the Teas depend more upon the Nature* of the Soil, 
or the Nature of Cultivation ? 

I am not able to answer that ; I have an Impression that it is the same Plant 

which 
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which produces the Black and the Green, only the Difference of Soil and 
of Cultivation. 

Were you at Canton during the Years 1815 and i8i6? 

I was sent to Bengal on a Mission in 1815; and I was absent in the Season of 
1815 and 1816. 

Did you return to Canton in the Course of the Year 181 6? 

I did. 

Did you understand on your Arrival at Canton in the Year 1816, that theCir* 
cumstance of the Tonnage belonging to the East India Company clearing out 
from that Port, having increased from 24,898 Tons in the preceding Year, to 
33,083 Tons in that Year, had produced any material Effect on the Quality of 
the Tea brought for Exportation to that Port ? 

No ; because we were aware of those Ships, and we can keep that Secret, 
and did ; they were Ships to supply the Loss of others the Season before, which 
increased the 'I’onnagc that Year. I refer to Two Ships built at Bengal, which 
were to have come round to us, but did not ; and there were Ships sent from 
England to supply the Places of them. 

Are the Company’s Servants in the Habit of carefully examining the Teas, or 
is that confided to the llotig Merchants ? 

Very great (’are is taken ; there is a Tea Inspector who is attached to the 
Establishment for that Purpose. 

Would not that Tea Inspectoj* immediately observe any Deterioration of the 
Quality of the Tea, any Mixture of the First, ^r Second, or Third Sorts ? 

Certainly. 

Would he not refuse such Teas at the Price that would have been given for the 
better I'eas ? 

He would report them under special Characters ; the Price is dependent upon 
the Committee, the Council there ; it would depend upon Circumstances, whether 
they could be able to lower it or not : if the C'ompetition was greater, they would 
have greater Difficulties. 

In fact, has such Deterioration frequently taken place ? 

<t has occasionally taken place. 

To any great Extent ? 

Not to any very great Extent. 

So as to diminish the Character of the whole Importation ? 

It has been found so occasionally. 

Unless the Competition should be extremely powerful, the Committee, upon 
the Report of the Tea Inspector, would .entirely regulate the Price of the Tea 
according to its real Quality ? 

Undoubtedly, if they had not a Competition to contend with ; if the Compe- 
tition was not too great, they could accomplish that. 

Would not those who furnished Tea to the Hong Merchants, immediately 
discover it was not to their own Advantage to eflect that Deterioration, and 
restore the Teas to their present Quality ? 

It would take Time to do so. 

• 

It would take One Season ? 

More than that, I conceive. 

Would not they immediately discover that they got nothing by it, and regu- 
late the Manufacture of Tea the next Season accordingly ? 

It might appear so to us, but it is not so ; there is one Article of Souchong 
which has been in my Memory in former Years, which cannot now be procured. 

Is it still in the same Demand ? . 

Wc have offered very high Prices to restore it, and have not been able to do 
so : having lost it, they do not seem to be able to re store? it. 

(4V.y 4 1' • 
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Sir T. Mctanje, Have any Efi'oris been made to procure the Restoration of it r 

By offering the best Prices. 

Has any other European Power obtained it ? 

No, it docs not come to the Market. 

Do you consider the Hong Merchants as liaving exclusively the Monopoly of 
the Trade with Foreigners at Canton ? 

They certainly have that exclusively, and may prevent any other Persons w'hat- 
aoever dealing with Europeans. ^ 

Is there no Species of irregular Traffic carried on with any other Merchants 
in the Town of Canton, but the Hong Merchants ? 

There is. 

Can you state to what Extent ? 

Not to a very great Extent ; 1 conceive what comes more particularly under 
our Knowledge is the Officers and Commanders of Ships who bring out such 
Articles as the Hong Merchants refuse to take, and for those they are in 
general obliged to barter with the Shopkeepers, or Outside Merchants, as they 
are termed there. 

Are there any other Commercial Monopolies in Canton, except that enjoyed 
by the Hong Merchants? 

Yes, 1 believe of almost every Article of Commerce ; theix- is a large Body 
of Salt Merchants. In later Years, endeavouring to bring the Price ol 
Woollens to the Prime Cost ayd Charges, wt endeavoured to get rid of the 
Hong, and to sell, if we could, to the Cloth Merchants themselves ; we found 
again that there w'as a Monopoly amongst them, that we could not bring thi-m 
to a Competition ; it was necessary that such a Shop should have so many 
Shares in the Hundred, and such a Shop so many, and so on ; so that I 
had no Doubt when I left them they must come back to the Hong. 

Do you conceive that if British Fixe Ships wen* permitted to trade with the 
Port of Canton, any particular Inconvenience might lie apprehended from the 
Character of the Seamen who might be employed in that 'I'radt*, other than tliat 
which is experienced from American Seamen employed in the Free 1 rade of the 
United States? 

No, I should not conceive there is mort to be dreatled Irom English Seamen 
than from American Seamen. Fhe Company’*. Ships had a very bad Class ol 
Men in the Course of the War, but I think they have now a much better Class 
which are more troublesome in the Ships but less troublesome in China ; they 
are Men who conceive the Commander has not a Right to punish on board’ the 
Ship, but I think they are better behaved in Port, now we havi' got rid of tlu- 
erroneous System we had got into, I do not know how it w'as introduced, of 
giving Liberty Days at Canton. 

Under the existing System at Canton, you see no reason to apprehend any 
Disputes as likely to arise from the Admission of British Vessels, which are not 
occasioned at present by those of the Company, or of the Vessels of die United 
States ? 

No, there i.s always Danger to be appreheruled of Disturbances in China, 
but not more from English Seamen than .Americans ; we are never free from 
the Apprehension ol it, . ’ 

Can you form any Opinion as to the Progress and present State ol the .Ameri- 
can Trade with the Port of C.anton ? 

It has fluctuated e.xtrc'mely during my Residence in China, oometimes 
greater and somedines less ; I should think at present it was rather oa the 
Decline. 

Has it not, upon the whole, however, considerably increased since the Period 
of your first going out W Canton ? , 

It has. 


How 



• ( ‘-’83 ,) 


How do you explain that Increase ? ’ 

During the War the) wen; the Carriers ol the Trade to the Continent, and 
during the present Peace we liave not had any I'orcign Ships there, except, I 
believe, 'Two Dutcli and 'J'hrec Swedes; the Swedes vseein to have entirely 
relinquished; the Dutch are in hopes they shall continue: hut as far as my Infor- 
mation goes upon it. One of the ( 'hina Merchants, who has been much con- 
cerned with the Americans in 'Trade, I am told, has entirely given it up : ho was 
the Man who sent the 'Tea to Holland. 

Is that Howqua ? 

It is. 1 am told he lias met with Losses, and relinquished it. 1 do not know 
it of my own Knowledge. 

From your Experience of the Canton Trade, and of the respeftive Equipment 
of British Vessels and Vessels of the United States, arc you of Opinion that the 
Vessels of the latter would enjoy any Commercial Advantage, in the Trade 
between Europe and C/anfon, over British Vessels, if they were admitted to a 
Competition with them ^ 

I believe the Americans sail ilieir Ships, in general, cheaper thjin the English 
do ; but I have no Document by me to enable me to make a Calculation upon 
that Subjeft. 1 know of no otiicr Ailvantage. 

C.an you state whether there is any Smuggling of Tea at present, from the 
Continent ol E.urope to Cri;ar Britain, to any Extent ? 

We have reason to believe, none at all. 'The Swedes and Danes, at former 
Times, used to send at h ast Three or Four Ships to China, and certainly for 
the Purpose of Smuggling into England. At the Close of the last' War, Three 
Ships were sent by the Swedes, and I understand their Voyage had failed most 
completely, which was attributed to the Impossibility of smuggling any Part of 
the Cargo into England ; it has been the general Impression,' that the Danes 
and Swedes did smuggle; considerably ; since the Peace We have had but those 
Thn.'e Ships. 

Do you conceive a considerable Importation of Tea, which hds lately been 
understood to take place into Holland, to have been made with any View to 
smuggling it into this Country ? 

I should think tlu-y had intended, or had hoped at least, to have effected that, 
because the Ouantity shipped for Holland certainly greatly exceeded that which 
was supposetl to be the C.onsunjption of that Country. 

Have you any Means of judging of the State of Consumption of Tea on the 
Continent of l'.’ur('pe at present? 

None, but Hearsay from others. 

Do you conceive that there is any Reason why Vessels, of a smaller Tonnage 
than those usually employed by the East India Company, should not trade with 
the Port of Canton to the same or greater yVdvantage ? 

'The Port Duties upon a small Ship, as far as regards the Present to the 
Emperor, is the same as upon the largest, and is very heavy, being 1,950 
Tale ('Three Tale to the Pound) ; every Ship, whether large or small, pays that 
Duty, about .£'6^0, iudepeiuleiit of the Measur.ige of the Ship, which is of less 
Amount, but that depends upon llie Size. 

Is that paid equally by Ships of all Natiotts ? 

Yes ; they would then also experience much Difficulty with resped to Pro- 
visions. The whole of China is iu a State of Corruption from beginning to end; 
and the Man who supplies the Ship is obliged to pay to the Officers of Govern- 
ment about 2,000 Dollars for each Ship; a large Ship, having 150 Men in it, 
he is enabled by his Profits to pay that Sum by the Expenditure of Provisions, 
but in a small Ship he cannot do it ; and wc have had many Difficulties with 
resped to syme 600 Ton Ships, which the Company have sent, in getting Pi(V 
visions for them. 
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What is the general Size of the American Ships ? 

About 400 I'ons. 

How do they get their Provisions ? 

They get very little fresh Provisions ; Ij believe they get them from a M«ui 
alongside the Ship, wild is stationed there, the Custom House Officer. I believe 
that is the general Mode in which they are supplied, but they are very poorly 
supplied, they are generally on Salt Provisions the whole Time they are there. 

What are the Articles with which American Ships have chiefly supplied the 
Chinese Market, during your Acquaintance with the Trade of Canton ? 

Specie chiefly ; the largest Import is certainly in Dollars. 

Are you acquainted with the Circumstance of American Ships having recently 
taken out Articles of British Manufacture ? 

I have heard that since my Arrival here. 

Can you state what Articles ? 

I understand Woollens in general, but which I conceive they will find very 
little Market for in China, and I think they will relinquish it ; at least it will 
cause the Company the Inconvenience of lowering the Price they have at pre- 
sent obtained for their W^’ocllens for some Years ; and the American will find 
he cannot go on with it. 

Do the Company now sell at a Loss ? 

Not of late Years ; for the last Two Years they have brought it to prime Cost 
and Charges. 

How do you calculate the Charges ? what it costs the East India Company to 
export it, or what it would cost a Private Trader ? 

There is a Per-centage put by the Company upon it, not on the Freight of the 
Tonnage, but on each Article : I am not at this present Moment able to say what 
it is ; it is calculated in general equal to what would be the Expence of sending 
the Money ; that is the Principle upon which it is done. 

Money of the same Value ? 

Yes. 

Is not that a higher Rate of Charge than would be the Amount of Transport 
to a Private Trader ? 

I am not able to answer that. I conceive that the Trade of the Americans in 
Woollens will not answer, because the Company export to the full Demand. 

Is there any Demand in China likely to increase for other Articles besides 
Woollens ? 

No, I am not aware that there is any Demand. The Company have tried 
some Printed Cottons, which failed entirely, the Demand for them would be 
very small ; even what they sent did not succeed. 

To what Distance from Canton do you conceive the Manufactures imported 
by the East India Company are conveyed ? 

To express Miles I cannot, but nearly all over the Country, as far as the Tea 
Country, all which have any Communication through that Means with 
Canton. 

Do you think the Enterprize of Individual Chinese Merchants gave to the 
Chinese, resident in all Parts of the Chinese Empire, the Power of purchasing 
British Commodities ? 

I conceive they can be purchased by those who have the Power of purchasing 
them. 

You conceive there is no Part of the Country in which British Manufactures 
have not appeared ? 

There may be a Part beyond the Reach of our Commerce altogether ; I mean 
among those who communicate with Clanton, I cannot say exactly the Line which 
should be drawn ; but during the Embassy, I understand that British Cloths were 
seen in every Town they came through. 
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How long have you resided in Canton f 

Twenty Years from the first to the last ; I have been once Home in Eng- 
land, and have been for Health to Bengal j I left last the First of December 

1819. 

During that Time did you perceive the same Extent of Jealousy and of Diffi- 
culty in the Extension of Trade ? 

Certainly. 

Did you ever see at Canton any of the Manufactures introduced by the Rus- 
sians at Kiachta? 

I once saw a Piece of Cloth, a small Remnant of Cloth that was brought 
to me. 

Was that Piece of Cloth on Sale at Canton ? 

No, I believe not. 

Have you any Knowledge of the Extent of that Trade of the Russians at 
Kiachta ? 

No. 

Have you ever heard that the Cloths introduced by the Russians at 
Kiachta came into Competition with the Cloths introduced by the East IncKa 
Company ? 

Never. 

In what Manner do you conceive that the Admission of British Mcrcliants 
into the Trade between Canton and Foreign Europe would afi'ect the Interests of 
the East India Company ? 

I conceive there would be Difficulty in keeping them in Order, inasmuch 
as they would come in with very hostile Feelings towards the Company as 
Competitors, which is nofcthe Case with other Nations so particularly ; and that 
we should have more Trouble in keeping them in Order, than we have with 
what is called the Country Trade, the Captains and Officers of the Country 
Trade who sail from Ports under the Licence of the Company and solely depend 
upon them. 

Supposing the Inconvenience arising from that Circumstance to be altogether 
overcome, do you apprehend that the Interests of the East India Company would 
be any otherwise aflected by that Competition ? 

Not in the Course of Time; for the first Two or Three Years I think 

it would in a Commercial yit^w ; but after that I am not aware that it would. 

• 

Can you state the general Price of Raw Silk at Canton ? 

365 Tale, between Four and Five hundred Dollars, the Pecul of 133 lbs. and 
One-third. 

Is the Silk 'frade subject to any Regulations or Restrictions ? 

They allow only a certain Quantity in each Ship : that can be removed, as 
alnwst every Thing else can, by paying a Fee to the Custom Master at Canton, 
and they will then endeavour to find out some Ship that has not taken Silk, and 

report it as going in that, though it is not, 

0 

What is the Amount allowed to each Ship? 

1 00 Pecul. 

Can you state the Amount in Pounds ? 

100 Pecul would be something more than 1,333 

Does the Supply appear to be quite unlimited ? 

1 think, when the Demand for it is great, it has been generally fully suppli&d. 

Do the Americans export much Raw Silk ? 

I believe not. 

Is the Price of manufactured Silk at Canton very considerably cheaper than 
it is in tl:^ Country or in France ? _ .... 

I do not exactly know the Price of it here ; but I should think it is not much 
cheaper, as far as I have observed. 

(42.) 4 G 
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S(» T. Mttcaije, Arc you enabled to state whether the Trade of the Company with British 
Batt. India is a losine or a gaining Trade ? 

“ ^ I should rattier think it has been a losing Trade taken by itself ; it is 

not exactly under my Province or Knowledge, but by itself I conceive it 
has been a losing Trade : the China Trade has been a Source of Profit to 
them. 

Do you not think that although the Danes and Swedes failed in their Attempt 
to smuggle Tea into this Country, a considerable Quantity might be smuggled 
from France and Holland, through the superior Facilities which they can 
command ? 

I am told by the Tea Brokers of this Country, that there has not been any 
Smuggling of late Years, and that they believe it is entirely stopped. I am told 
by them, that the Sales of the Company are so regular, that they can instantly 
discover any Smuggling that has taken place ; that the Consumption is so 
regular in the different Towns, that the Broker could give Information on that 
Point instantly if there was any Supply of that Nature. 

Have you ever considered whether the Establishment of Free Ports in the 
Eastern Seas under British Protection, would be advantageous to the Commerce 
<»f this Country ? 

I have never considered it. 

Might not many of the Inconveniences now encountered in carrying on the 
Trade at Canton by the Hong Merchants, be prevented by the Establishment 
of such Free Ports ? 

I think not. 

Explain why ? 

I think the same Difficulty would exist in keeping them down altogether ; I do 
not see in what Way they could get the Tea carried down to those Ports ; the 
Chinese would not permit it to be done by themselves. 

Do not the Chinese, in point of fact, export Tea from other Ports than Canton 
to the Eastern Islands ? 

Very little, if any Tea. 

Is the lea exported from Amoy subject to Monopoly ? 

I believe so ; a regular Set of Merchants established there. 

Are you aware whether the Tea exported from Amoy is purchased in the 
Eastern Islands, at a cheaper Rate than the Company purchase at Canton? 

I am not aware of the Prices given there. 

Are you acquainted with the Commerce of Tonquin, Pegu, Siam, and Cochin 
China ? 

Not much, the Company have made Attempts to get into Cochin China, as 
I observe by their Records, but they failed. 

Have they lately made such Attempts ? 

No; the last I think was in 1803 or 1804. 

Have any similar Attempts been made to establish Commercial Intercourse 
with Pegu and Siam ? 

Not from our Side at all ; I do not know whether there has been, any by the 
Bengal Government. 

Can you state whether the Monopolies among the Chinese are Monopolies 
which regard their Dealings with each other, as well as their Dealings with 
Foreign Nations ?. • 

Yes; in one Instance of a Sale of Iron, having disposed of it to Merchants a 
little way up Canton one Season, on the Second Season I was told, in endeavouring 
to make the same Sale, that the regular Iron Merchants had made a Complaint 
to the Government, and that they could not step forward agtun. 


The Witness is directed to withdraw. 
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JAMES THOMAS ROBARTS, Esquire, is called in, and examined as 

follows : 

J T» RubarUy 


How long is it since you returned ? 

I returned last Year, having left Canton in 1819 ; the 

End of April next. 

Where have you chiefly resided during that Time ? 

Chiefly at Canton and at Macao ; the Two principal Places where we reside 
in China. 

In what Capacity have you resided there ? 

As a Servant of the Company; and about Fourteen Years I was engaged as a 
private Agent, for Commercial Transaftions, from the different Presidencies in 
India. 

Do you conceive that any material Inconvenience would arise, to* the 'I'rade 
of the Company from the Admission of Bntish Free Traders to trade between 
the Port of Canton vuid other Parts of the World, wiib the Exception of the 
British Dominions, under proper Regulations ? 

I do, certainly. 

State them ? 

There are various Reasons. In the first Place, I conceive that the present 
Mode of conducting the Trade of this Country with China is, above all others, 
best calculated to meet the present State of the Footing on which we stand 
with China ; I conceive that it is absolutely necessary that a great Influence and 
Power should be maintained in China with the Government, which cannot pos- 
sibly be done so well as under the System now pursued by a great Corporate 
Body like the East India Company, who do possess a Power there which, under 
any other Circumstances, could not be maintained, were that Power diminished 
by private Ships resorting to the Port of Canton, over whom they would only 
have a partial Authority j these are the I’wo principal Reasons ; likewise, I should 
also state, if private Ships were allowed to go to Canton, various Quarrels and 
Disputi's with the Chinese must necessarily result from the Company’s Repre- 
sentatives not possessing that Control over those Ships which at present exists 
with those of the East India Company ; for a private Ship is not like a Co^npany’s; 
in the former there is Discipline and Order amongst the Crew; the Commanders 
and Officers, being bred up in the Service, are more or less interestetl in the 
whole Concern, consequently there is but one common Interest binding the whole 
together ; whereas, if a private Ship were to go to Canton, the Commanders and 
Officers having nothing more than their Ikiy and Allowances to depend upon, it 
cannot be supposed they would take any further Interest in the ultimate Out-turn 
of the Voyage than what their own individual Interest demands : and particularly 
with regard to Disputes with the Chinese, a private Ship could not maintain that 
Commaad over the Crew ; for the Sailors would probably be allowed to come 
to Canton, Quarrels must necessarily then ensue with the Chinese, and 
should a Chinese unfortunately be killed, an immediate Stoppage of the I'rade 
would follow, which did take place on such an Occasion in the Year 1807, 
when a Sailor, on Liberty from the Neptune East Indiaman, unhappily killed a 
Chinese. I likewise consider that it ' is necessary the present Power of the 
Company should be maintained with regard to the Disposal of the great Srajde 
Commodities of this Country, viz. Woollens and Metals ; for the ('ompany, 
in the early Part of their Trade to China, were unable to sell these Commodi- 
ties to any Advantage, on the contrary, they were considerable Sufferers ; but 
now they at least export Eight hundred thousand Pounds woi th of Woollens alone 
every Year to Canton, at a considerable Profit. . For several Years the East India 
Company, partially with a View of asaisting the Manufaftmers of tifir. Country, as 
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J. T. Robart*, Esq, v^ell as to push the Exportation to the utmost, sent out more Woollens than 
— "*■ ■ could be consumed ; consequently the Merchants were then unable to pay them 

an adequate Price for them ; but latterly, b]f limiting the Exportation to the aftual 
Demand at Canton, they have gradually raised the Price, and, instead of a losing 
Concern, it has now become a gainful one to both Parties. They have also in- 
troduced latterly Metals into China, which are gradually increasing in Demand ; 
and W is to be hoped will still further increase, by maintaining the cautious Plan 
which they now pursue, viz. of gradually increasing their Exportations, as the 
different Metals are required. I likewise conceive there are peculiar Features in 
the Chinese Government, which absolutely require such an Ascendancy of 
Power and Influence as the Company now possess ; for the Government of 
China is not like that of, any other Country, they have fixed Laws and 
Regulations with regard to Foreign Trade, which require the most extensive 
Responsibility ; thus for Instance the whole Trade of the Empire is confined 
to one Port, and that Trade limited to Ten or Twelve Hong Merchants, 
who are not only individually and collectively responsible for the orderly 
and good Conduct of all Foreigners, but equally so to the Government 
for all their Transactions with them : such are the principal Reasons which 
induce me t« say, that I think it essential for the Benefit of the Country, 
that the present System should be maintained. This Influence may also be 
applied to the Purchase not only of Teas, but of every other Species of Goods ; 
but with respect to Teas in particular, not only are those procured of the most 
approved Quality adapted to the Home Market, but the exact Quantity selected, 
so as to leave only the inferior Kinds for the Americans j but if private Traders 
were to be allowed to go to Canton, even though they would be prevented from 
importing Tea into this Country,^yet by the Introduction of Seven or Eight Ships in 
the Markets, all competing with the Company for the same Article iuid at the same 
Time, a necessary Enhancement of the Prices must ensue in the First Instance ; 
but I may perhaps add, in Mitigation of this Argument, that in the Course of a few 
Years, from the comparatively few private Ships that would resort to Canton, (for 
it is not to be supposed the Americans would give up in toto the Continental 
Trade from Canton), the Competition would not be so seriously felt, and thus 
the Company’s Interest in the End not be materially affected by it. 

When you speak of the Power of the East India Company at Canton, and its 
beneficial Effects upon the Trade, do you mean to refer more particularly to the 
Monopoly of the British Market enjoyed by the East India Company ? 

I do. 

Do ydu consider, then, that that Power would be for any beneficial Purpose 
diminished, that Monopoly being preserved to them, but the Trade from Canton 
to Europe being opened to the British Free Traders upon the same footing with 
the American Ships? 

I do certainly think it would. 

What Effect do you conceive, then, that the British Free Trader would have 
upon the Power and Trade of the East India Company at Canton, which is not 
produced at present by the Admission of the Vessels of the United States, and 
of other Countries trading to the same Port ? 

I think, in the First Place, that the Admission of British Free Traders to China 
would gradually diminish the Power of the East India Company, and also that 
British Free Traders, when once they are admitted to Canton, would not con- 
fine their Adventures thus far, but from a speculative Spirit be induced to pro- 
secute them to other Ports of the Chinese Empire where no Foreigners are allowed 
to go, which might ultimately involve us in serious Disputes with the Chinese 
Government. 

Is it as much the Interest of the American Trader to push his Adventures 
as far as he can, both as to Amount and as to Place, as it could be the Interest 
of the British Free Trader employed in the same Trade ? 

It is undoubtedly. 
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Is there any Diffefence in the Equipment of British Vessels and the Vessels 
of the United States, which would lead to greater Apprehension of Disputes 
or other Inconveniences arising out of their Admission to the Port of Canton, 
than is now experienced Irom American Vessels and American Seamen ? 

I do not conceive tlicre is any other Difference whatever, between the 
Equipment of a British private Ship and an American, further than with 
respect to the relative Characters of the Sailors ; an American Sailor undoubt- 
edly is more orderly than a British one, less quarrelsome in his Disposition, 
and not so much addicted to Intoxication ; in Proof of which, I may assert, 
that during the Eighteen Years I have been in China, I have never heard 
of any serious Disputes between the Americans and tlie Chinese, whereas, un- 
fortunately, there have been too many Instances of the Kind with Sailors of 
the Company’s Ships. 

You consider, then, that the American 'Trade, carried on as it has been, has 
been attended with less Inconvenience upon the Whole, arising from Disputes 
between the Captains and Seamen, and the Inhabitants of China, or the local 
Authorities ol t.hina, than that carried on by the East India Company? 

I undoubtedly do. 

During the 'Time of your Kc.sidence at Canton, has the American Trade in- 
creased or diminished ? 

It has increased in a great Ratio. I liave a Statement by me, which is the same, 
I believe, wliich has been already jiroduced here. 

How ilo YOU explain that Increase ? 

I 

I conceive it to arise in a great Measure from the increased Population of 
America, and the increased Consumption ol 'J ‘ea, and from having been since the 
War the principal C'arriers to Continental Europe. 

Do they continue to carry to Continental Europe? 

They do, to the Excludon almost of the Dutch, ‘who have scarcely any Ships 
whatever ol their own, only Sc'veii or Eight having arrived at Canton since the 
IN'ace, thus leaving the 1 rade almost entirely in the Hands of the Americans. 

Do you conceive that there is any (^irc.umstancc connected with the Equip- 
ment ol American Vessels, or the Rate of Freight at which they arc enabled 
to sail, which would prevent tlu^ British Free Trader, if no otlier Circum- 
stances preveiiti’d liis Admisvsio*!, engaging in a C’ompctition with tliose Vessels 
in the 'Trade between Canton and 1 .urope ? 

I do not certainly ; 1 think an Tlnglish Ship, at the present low Price of Freight 
in this Country, and of Building Materials, can sail equally cheap, if not 
cheaper, than tlu‘ Aim'rican.s. 

During the Period tliat you have beew acqiiainrcd with the Canton Trade, have 
there been any material Variaticnis in the Qualities of the Tea brought to the 
(danton Market for Furopean Consumption? 

There have not ; during the 'Fiine I have been there, the Teas have generally 
mairnained a strict Uniformity with regard to their Quality ; and certainly the 
Company have not only always the Selection of the very best Kinds, but the 
Preference of every other Species of Goods in the Market. 

Have you observed that the Variation of Demand from Year to Year, as to 
Qiiantity, which in some Years has been considerable, has been attended with 
the Effect of producing any material Alteration in the Quality of the Teas brought 
down to Canton for Exportation ? 

I have not particularly observed any Deterioration of Quality, except in the 
Species of one particular lea, which is called Souchong ; that which formerly the 
Merchant used to take such Pride in delivering to the Company, is certainly now 
much diminished in 'Quality; but in the other Qualities, such as Congou and 
Hyson, and pther Green TeavS, there has been no material Depreciation to my 
Knowledge. 
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J. T. Robarts, Esq. account for the Circumstance you state in respcdl of Souchong ? 

~ I can account for it only in this Way, that being a very expensive lea, 
grown only in particular Parts of the Country, and requiring a great deal of 
Care and Attention in picking, the Tea Growers find it much more for their 
Advantage to mix it with the inferior Sorts, by which both they and the Hong 
Merchants obtain a greater Profit. 

You do not therefore attribute the Difficulty in procuring Souchong to any 
external Circumstance, or particularly to any Variation of Trade connected 
with the Canton Trade ? 

Certainly not, it is a Tea more particularly used in this Country, and 
grown, 1 may say, almost expressly for this Market* 

Should you apprehend that were any increased Demand from any Circum- 
stance to take place for Teas, that Demand being felt at the Port of Canton, 
would produce any Deterioration in the Quality of Teas brought down for 
Exportation ? 

I should think if any greatly increased Demand for Teas were to take place, cer- 
tainly some Deterioration in the Quality would naturally follow. 

Do you conceive, however, that an inconsiderable Increase of Demand would 
be liable to be attended with that Effect ? 

Certainly not. 

Have you observed any material Variation in the Demand of the Chinese 
for European Commodities, and more particularly for those of British Manu- 
facture ? 

I have not ; it has been asserted by many that there has been a Demand, but 
from every Information I can collect from those who have more recently left the 
Country than myself, I find such not to be the Case ; such an Impression, I am 
aware, is now extant in this Country to no inconsiderable a Degree, but from 
my own individual Observations I believe it not the Case. 

Is the Power of purchasing such Commodities for the Cionsiimption 
of the Chinese Empire, strictly and effectually limited to the Hong Merchants ^ 

It is not certainly; there are a great many of what are termed Outside 
Dealers, composed principally of Shopmen, who arc in the Habit ol traf- 
ficking with the Officers of the Company’s Ships, and with the Natives of India 
who come to China in Country Ships, as also with the Americans ; Smug- 
gling is carried on to a great Extent, so imich so as seriously to affect the 
Interests of the Hong Merchants, who have it in ( ontemplation, in consequence 
of this, to adopt some restriftive Measure to stop i<o pernicious an Evil, but 
which, I feel confident, they never will do as long as the inferior Mandarins are 
open to Bribery. 

Are the Dealings of the American Merchants and Captains confined to the 
Hong Merchants, or do they also deal to any Extent with those you have 
described as Outside Dealers ? 

Many of the more respeftable Merchants confine themselves entirely to the 
Hong Merchants, others partly to the Hong Merchants and partly to the Out- 
side Dealers. 

Do you attribute that limited Demand which you have described to continue 
in the Chinese Market for European Manufadures, to the Want of Taste for 
those Manufadures in the Population of China, or to any other Circumstance 
conneded with the Mode in which they are supplied ? 

I do not attribute it altogether to the Want of Taste in the Chinest.*, but to the 
great Expence of transporting them to the Northward ; for the various DLstrid 
Mandarins have their regulated Fees on these Goods in passing through the 
different Provinces. Were those Evils, and many other siriiilar ones removed, 
or other Ports opened to the Northward, I have no doubt not only^tfiat Double 
but Treble the Quantity might be introduced into China with Advantage to this 
Country. 
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Do you think it extremely improbable that the Mandarins, or otfTer Persons ^ 
who are empowered to confine the Trade within those Limits, may ultimately " 
discover that it would be for their Advantage to make use and to admit of more 
Commodities passing than they have done heretofore. 

1 do not think, certainly, that would ever be the Case. 

Did the Power of the East India Company, at Canton, experience any Dimi- 
nution during the Period you were resident there ? 

On the contrary it certainly has much increased in China. 

If the Power of the East India Company rather increased than otherwise 
during the Eighteen Yea* you were resident at Canton, during which Period the 
American*Trade with Canton attained its present Height, on what Ground do you 
suppose a Diminution of the Power of the East India Company would be the 
Consequence of an Admission of the British Free Traders to that Port. 

I'lie only Thing to be apprehended would bo, that the Company would not 
have the same Influence and Power over those Ships they would over their own ; 
that Disputes would occur with the Chinese, and that British Free Traders might 
prosecute their yVdveutures to distant Ports in the Empire, and ultimately involve 
us in serious Disputes with the Chinese Government. 

Do the Americans prosecute their Adventures to distant Ports in the 
Empire ? 

Not ;it present, but I have every Reason to believe they may be induced to 
do so from their adventurous Spirit. 

Have the Comjjany’s Servants at Canton any Power over the Americans 
trading to that Port? 

None \vhatever. 

Would not any Ditlicultics that arose between the Americans and the Chinese 
Government alVect the Interest of the East India Company iii the same Manner 
as if those Diilieulties arose with British Free Traders? 

Certainly not ; they would make a proper Distinction ; an Instance of^ which 
occurred, in the Year 1807, when a Chinese was unfortunately killed by a Sailor 
t)f the Neptune; for tlum the American Trade continued to be prosecuted, 
whereas r.urs was entirely stopped for Three Months ; likewise when Admiral 
Drury visited China in the Year i'.o8 or 1809, the whole of the Company’s 
I'rade was again stoj)ped, but the Americans went on just in the same Way as 
ii nothing had happened. 

Did the Trade of the Fast India Company at Canton increase or dimmish 
during the Time you were there ? 

It has been certainly increasing during the I’ime I was there, particularly in 
Cotton Wool from India. 

Were any new Articles introduced ? 

No ; Metals have been more recently introduced ; but the Exportations of 
WooHens have continued nearly the same as they were Thirty Years ago, 
except in a few intervening Years, when the Exportation was nearly 
Double, with a laudable View of assisting the distressed Manufacturers in this 
Country ; but the Losses occasioned by this humane Act were so great as to 
compel the Company to desist froju such a System, and consequently the 
Exportation is now limited to the actual Demand, by which, instead of a losing 
Price, they get a gainful one. 

Have you ever considered the Point of .establishing Free Ports in the Eastern 
Islands under British Protection ? 

Yes, 1 have very attentively, and have written a Paper on the Subject. 

Be good enough to communicate your Opinion upon that Subject? 

My Opiniob is, that with regard to the Trade of the Eastern Islands, from 
the restrictive Regulations novf enforced by the Netherlands Government in those 
S(’a^, wc shall never get ,a’ substantial Footing there; for the Netherlands 

Government, 
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T, Roharts, Es(f, Govemm^, it aopcars, by the Treaty of 1814 have taken Possession of all 
those Settlements ^nd . Places which the Dutch had previously occupied in the 
Year 1803 ; and by the latest Accounts which I have had from India, it is stated 
that they have it in contemplation to put those Places under one general System, 
which shall secure to them the Whole of their Trade under a strict Mono- 
poly ; therefore, I conceive, it is impossible ever to get any Settlement on most 
of the Islands to the Eastward of Java, for even if we were disposed to establish 
a Traffic with the Inhabitants of them, who compose a Band of Piratical Chiefs 
and Marauders living by plundering their defenceless Neighbours, the Want of 
a convenient Port to trade to would scarcely render such a Trade worth the 
Expence of forming one, much less the Sacrifice in Ae first Instance to obtain 
it, for the Islands do not produce enough Articles singly to form a Cargo of a 
Ship even of the smallest Class. 

Supposing such an Emporium were established, would it not afford Facilities 
for conducting the Commerce with China which do not now exist ? 

It would in some Measure, but not materially so. 

Would that Circumstance in any Degree affect the Advantage to be derived 
from the Establishment of such an Entrepot to the Trade between this Country 
and China ? 

I certainly think it would not with respect to the Trade of tli(\se Islands, 
in any great Degree, for 1 have no Doubt that when the (diinese Government 
discovered these illicit Praftices, (for the Chinese Junks by i‘st;i!ihMii'd l/.iw 
are not allowed to quit the Empire, bur only to rnule from Port to Port), 
would establish restrictive Regulations to prevent such a IViillic ; but even 
were such a Trade permitted, and our Ships resorted to .^ich Eiitr(‘poLs to 
receive the Commodities of China, these Islands would only take (df a very 
small Portion indeed of British mamiffictured Goods, the Inhabitants (d tliem 
being principally clothed in the Manufactures of their own (a)untry, or of 
India; latterly, however, I have understojul that British manulactiired Man- 
chester Cottons, similar to their own l^Uferns, have fnmd their Way there, 
and pethaps met with some Demand, so that in tlie C'oursc of a few Years an 
increased Consumption riiight follow, bur not to an Extent to warrant the 
Presumption that any real Benefit could be derived to a Free Trader by it, 
from the great Difficulty which I said before he would find in procuring a 
Return Cargo : it is certainly true, that the Jittle the Islands do themselves 
produce, would ultimately find a »Sale in China ; but this Circumstance does 
not w^arrant the Idea, that a Voyage so undertaken would in the Fmd prove 
a lucrative one. 

The Witness delivers in the Paper referred to by him, which is read, and is as 

follovVs : 

October 29th, 1820. 

‘‘ THE Petition from the Merchants of London, now under Consideration 
of a Select Committee of the House of Lords, relative to the Policy of open- 
ing the Port of Canton to British Free Traders, involves so many Quej^tions 
of Importance, affecting the ultimate Security of the China Trade, as to re- 
quire, in the first Instance, not only the most unequivocal Proof that such 
an Innovation cannot directly or indirectly affect the exclusive Privileges of 
the East India Company, but at the same U'iine equally clear Proof that it 
would tend to promote and benefit the Commercial Prosperity of this 
Country. 

In the Observations which I am about to submit on this important Sub- 
ject, I consider it unnecessary to say much, how far the present System of 
conducting the China Trade may or may not be the best for the Country, 
because that Point has been more than once determined by the Legislature, 
and lastly in 1813; but it may not be amis^ for uie here to observe gene- 
rally, that my own Opinion, matured and confirmed during Seventeen Years* 
Residence in Canton, as a Company's Servant, supported b} the Opinion of 
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those who have been connected with me in the same Service,, is so fully 
made up on this Question, as not to be easily shaken by anf speculative ~ 
Reasoning of the present Day ; for whether with respect to the peculiar Nature 
of the Trade itself, the peculiar Habits and Customs of the Chinese, and the 
peculiar Measures therefore required to preserve such a Trade unimpaired, the 
present one is of all others the best adapted for the Purpose, both for the 
Security of the Trade itself, as well as to protect it from the casual but unavoid- 
able Interruptions, to which the known Jealousy of the Chinese Government has 
more than once exposed it. But the Private Traders will not subscribe to this 
Position ; on the contrary, arguing on general Principles of Political Economy, and 
viewing the Chinese Character in a far different Light to what it ought to be, 
they suppose, that a ffee and unrestricted Trade with this as well as all other 
Countries, would hp the best for any State : such a Principle however cannot well 
be maintained with regard to China, where the Intercourse with Foreigners is so 
circumscribed, and where the Government, acting on a fixed Line of cautious 
Policy toward these Foreigners, bind their own Subjects by fixed Regulations to 
a limited Trade with them, under the most severe Penalties, if they are trans- 
gressed ; thus, for Instance, it is universally known, that*the Chinese Govern- 
ment acting on this Principle, confine the Trade with Foreigners to one Port, and 
that Trade is placed entirely under the Management and Controul of Ten or 
Twelve licensed Ilong Merchants, who arc not only both individually and collec- 
tively responsible f<rr all Transactions with Foreigners, but are even responsible 
i'or the good and orderly Condutt of Foreigners themselves.* 

“ For a more particular and enlarged View of the Foreign Trade to China, 
especially that connected wdth our ow'n Country, 1 must refer those who wdsh for 
this Information, to a Document written by Sir George Staunton, on the Renewal 
of the Charter in 1813, intituled, “ Consideration on the China Trade,” in 
which the present System is so ably and satisfactorily treated, as to leave no Doubt 
of its Superiority even in the Minds of the most prejudiced. 

“ It being thus imperative upon us to preserve the China Trade, as far as 
praflicahle, on its present substantial Footing, let me next consider, whether the 
Grounds alledged for deviating from the present System be sufficiently con- 
vincing to warrant any Departure from it, and if so departed from, what are 
the Consequences likely to result to the Intere.sts of the East India Company. 
The great and extensive Advantages, held out to the Country by the Boon rc- 
(piired, appear, by the general I'enor of Statements 1 have heard, to be founded 
on the assumed Fad, that the unrestrided Irade to India since 1813 has ma- 
terially tended to increase the Demand for British manufadured Goods of every 
Description ; they suppose, therefore, that if a similar free and unrestridetl 
Intercourse were established among the whole of the Islands in the Eastern 
Archipelago, to the Eastw'ard of Java, to the North-west Coast of America, 
Spanish America, the whole of the Coast from China Proper down to the 
Malay Peninsula, with the Power afterwards of proceeding from these Countries 
and Places to Canton, and from thence with Cargoes to Continental Europe, 
not only would the same Advantages result there, but it would enable the 
Private 'frader also successfully to compete with the Americans, who now 
exclusively occupy this circuitous Traffic, to the great Detriment of British 
Capital. 

“ With resped to the Representations which have been made, at least such 
as 1 have seen, they undoubtedly come from Persons w'ho have been either 
themselves in India, or intimately conneded with Establishments on the Spot, 
and should therefore be respeded ; but these Persons being all more or less 
interested in the pending Question, they ought at the same Time to be received 
with corresponding Caution. Now, I should wish to know, with the Excep- 
tion of the Boon now sought to be obtained, and the Privilege of going to 
the North-w&t Coast of America, which is also a chartercil I’rade, whether 
( 4 ‘ 2 .) ^ ,4 1 British 
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j. Roharti, Esq. British Free Traders, under proper Licences, may not, equally with the Aineri- 

cans, visit most of the Countries to which they resort ; and, if not permitted 

subsequently to extend the Voyage to China, they have at least an Advantage 
in carrying out the Staple Commodities of the Country, which generally may 
be supposed to yield a fair Profit, whilst the American Traffic is principally 
conduced with Dollars, procured, oftentimes, in the United States at a very 
high Premium ; the only superior Benefit, therefore, really in favour of the 
Americans, rests in the auxiliary one (if it may be so termed), which the un- 
restrided Intercourse with the Port of Canton affords them ; and however much 
this may be exaggerated, and dwelt upon as a peculiar Facility, (and that it has 
been beneficial to them in some Degree no Doubt exists,) yet it does not ap- 
pear to me to be of that vast Importance, or are the Expedations formed of it 
by the private Merchants sufficiently conclusive to warrant apy Change in the 
present System of conducting the China Trade ; and I am led to this Belief 
from a Consideration as well of the probable Consequences likely to result to 
this Trade from it, as in the Convidion, that with resped to the Free Track- 
in general, particularly that to India and the Eastern Archipelago, which in 
fa6l constitutes the tnholc, that the Ads of Parliament in favour of it, passed 
in 1813, not only afford every Facility and Encouragement to the private Mer- 
chant in most Instances, particularly in extending the Demand for British Staple 
Articles, but that the Evidence itself admits these Objeds to have been already 
in a great Measure gained by the Number of private Ships which have pro- 
ceeded there since •hat Period, and also in tht- Fad, that the Superiority and 
Cheapness of the Cotton manufadured Goods exported from hence have al- 
most entirely superseded the Use of those manufadured in India, which, pre- 
viously thereto, were always in great Demand throughout the East ; then why 
not rest satisfied with these Advantages: here is a specific Benefit gained to the 
Country, and enough to satisfy the Views of most reasonable Traders ; for it 
does not follow that because they may have already been successful in these 
Adventures, they would be equally so in prosecuting others to Countries and 
Places where little, if any. Intercourse at all exists with Foreigners j on the 
contrary, the Presumption is, that they would not be so ; and when, in addition, 
every Attempt of the Kind, as avowedly connedted with the Port of Canton, 
would more or less interfere with the Company’s exclusive Privileges, and con- 
sequently endanger the Security of that 'I'rade, another strong and powerful 
Reason here again presents itself to making such a Trial : but such Arguments 
as these, however well founded they may be, will not satisfy that Feeling for 
general Freedom of Trade which has lately been so conspicuous. Give us, there- 
fore, say the British Merchants and Ship Owners, in one Word, a more extended 
Commercial Intercourse with the World, including a Participation in the ('hina 
Trade, and we promise to do much more for ourselves, as well as to benefit the 
Country ; and as we have the Example of the Americans in a free unrestricted 
Trade to Canton, who have neycr hitherto embroiled themselves in serious Dis- 
putes with the Chinese Government, so as to interrupt that amicable Under- 
standing at present subsisting between the Two Nations, we see no reason to 
apprehend any thing of the Kind from a similar Trade on our Pan ; ami are 
consequently not aware of any Danger likely to result to the Company’s Interest, 
with whose Monopoly we wish not to interfere. 

“ Now, to meet these Arguments with any Probability of Success, it may be 
necessary to make some Enquiry into the Nature of the h’ooting on which wc 
stand, with respect to the great Trade of the Eastern Archipelago, to sec how 
far the Expectations held out, at least in that Part of the Globe, are likely to be 
realized. On reference to the most authentic Documents on Record, it will be 
found, I believe, from the earliest Periods downwards, that the Foreign Trade in 
those Seas, was, and is* to this Day carried on to certain Emporia, to which the 
Native Traders resort, with the various Produce of these Islands, and barter it 
for the Commodities of Europe, Opium and Piece Goods from Bengal. These 
Emporia may, at the present Day, be considered to be Batavia, Prihee of Wales 

, Island, 
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Island, Malacca, and 1 should also hope the new Selllcmcnt in Sincapore Strait ^"’ 9 - 

may be added to the Number ; but besides this Traffic, there is also one to the ““ ' 

same Extent, and of equally antient Date, carried on between China and the 
Eastern Archipelago in Chinese Junks, which proceed annually to Java, to most 
of the Ports on the North and North-west Coast of Borneo, to the Suluh Islands, 
and Macassar on the Celebes, and to several Ports on the Coast of Sumatra ; 
and there is this peculiar Feature in a large Portion of this Trade, viz. that by a 
Sort of tacit Agreement with many of the Independent and Piratical Chiefs^in 
the Suluh and Celcbcc Seas, these Junks there carry on a Coasting Trade 
amongst the numerous Cluster of Islands which is denied to Europeans, and 
which would in fact be attended with considerable Risk to attempt. The Ex- 
ports from China consist chiefly of Coarse Earthenware, Manufactured Silks, 

Tea, Furniture, and such other Articles as the domestic Wants of the Chinese 
Settlers, who are very numerous in many of these Islands, particularly in Borneo 
and Java, may require ; in return for which, the Junks receive Tin from Banca, 

Sugar and Hides from Batavia, Pepper, Betel, and edible Birds Nests, Bcache de 
Mer, Bees Wax, Rattans, all calculated for the China Market. 

“ On the general Peace of 1814, the Netherlands Government at once be- 
came possessed of all those Plates which they held previous to the breaking 
out of the War in 1803, comprehending the whole of Java, Part of Borneo, 
the Moluccas and Celebes, with Malacca on the Malay Peninsula, and several 
Settlements on the West Coast of Sumatra. 

“ By the latest Accounts from India it appears, not only that the Dutch have 
taken Possession of these Places, but have it in Contemplation also, to put them 
under one general System of Control, v?hich shall secure to them the Monopoly 
of its Commerce in their own Hands. Here then is at once a serious Difficulty 
intervening, to frustrate those Hopes of an extended and advantageous Inter- 
ct)ursc thus far ; for it naturally Ibllows, that so situated, no other direct Facili- 
ties to those Places will now be permitted, than what it may suit the Interest or 
Policy of the Netherlands Government to allow ; and however much such a 
System may be unjustifiable in itself, and equally to be deplored as injurious to 
the Prosperity of the Places themselves, and moreover contrary to that Spirit 
of Freedom w hich had been previously in force w'hen we were Sovereigns in 
those Seas; yet It must ever operate, even under the most favourable Regula- 
tions that the Dutch may make to protect the Interest of Foreigners, as a serious 
Drawback against that unrestricted Intercourse so much called for. 

“ But in this Emergency however. It has been assumed, that there is still a wide 
Field open for the Purpose to those Islands or Countries not comprehended 
in the Netherlands Possessions, which do not acknowledge the Authority of any 
European Power. I’hese are principally that Group of Islands in the Suluh 
Seas, including the Northern and N. E. Parts *)f Borneo, which are underlie 
Dominions of various independent Chiefs, subservient to no superior Head, and 
from the Information which I have been able to collect on the Subject, these 
Rajahs support their Power by one regular System of Piracy, in plundering 
whatever may chance to fall in the Way of their armed Prows, and in predatory 
Excursions to the neighbouring Coasts, seizing upon the defenceless In- 
habitants, whom they sell for Slaves. The Booty when thus taken is afterwanls 
collecttd in one of the principal Islands, then fairly divided amongst them, and 
subsequently disposed of either to the Chinese Junks, or such Malay Traders 
who may have purchased free Licences for the Purpose. The same Sort of 
indiscriminate Warfare and Plunder is pursued likewise by those independent 
Chiefs who inhabit the Islands more to the Southward, in the Celebee Seas, 
and who follow precisely the same System. It may then fairly be asked, what 
greater Prospect is there of establishing iiny more unrestricted Intercourse with 
such Places as these, than there is with those already in Possession of the 
Dutch? 'Fhe Difficulties indeed must strike every one as much greater and 

more 
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j. T. Robaris, Rtq. {^ore iiwurmountahlc, for althouph the Islands themselves be very populous, 
~ and many of them produce Articles calculated for the China Market, which 
they undoubtedly do ; yet as the Natives themselves are only a few Deg-rees 
removed from Savages, and consequently unfit for engaging in peaceable Inter- 
course with Foreigners ; it is not reasonable to suppose that any Trade could 
be established with them on a permanent Footing ; but even admitting they were 
disposed to admit us on such Terms, still the Want of a secure and commodious 
Pqft as an Emporium must ever remain a serious Obstacle, as such a 'I’rade 
would scarcely repay the Expence of forming one, much less the Sacrifice in the 
first Instance to obtain it ; and even then I much doubt whether the Delay in 
collecting the Produce from the different Islands would not counterbalance the 
ultimate Advantage of the Voyage : this latter Inconvenience may be exempli- 
fied in the Voyages of the Chinese Junks from Amoi, which arc some- 
times Two Years on the Coast, and then frequently return without full 
Cargoes. 

But besides these Islands and Countries, which only form an inconsiderable Part of 
the Plan to be pursued by the private Merchants, much Stress has also been laid 
by the Evidence 6n the innumerable Advantages that would result to it by a 
direct Intercourse with Cochin China, and the Coast downwards to the Malay 
Peninsula ; which Countries, possessing a very extensive Population, might 
gradually be brought to receive the Staple Commodities of this Clountry, par- 
ticularly Woollen and Cotton Manufactured Goods, in Exchange for the Pro- 
duce of theirs ; of which Cochin China produces Sugar, Pepper, Spices, and 
Betel Nut, besides Elephants Teeth, Dye Woods, and various otlier Articles, all 
calculated for the China Market ; whilst Siam has principally Sugar, and tinir 
Timber proper for building Ships. In confirmation of the J'ruth of this 
Opinion, it is stated that this lucrative Trade is now wholly in the Hands ol 
the Chinese, and of the Portuguese from Macao, who annually bring down 
British Woollens, China manufactured Cottons, Tea, and many other Articles 
besides, in Exchange for those already mentioned. 'I'hat such a I'rade does and 
has existed for several Centuries I am ready to admit, but from every Infor- 
mation I have been able to collect through those who have more recently 
visited those Countries, certainly not to the Extent supposed ; neither do I 
admit that any British Goods are imported there from Canton, either in Chi- 
nese Junks or Portuguese Ships; for it is generally known that the Cochin 
Chinese are chiefly clothed in Silks of their own Manufacture, which is both 
cheaper and finer than that from Canton ; or in coarse Linen Cloths also manu- 
factured there, because the Climate is far too hot and oppressive for Clothing 
composed of warmer Materials. This Trade by the Junks, which is princi])ally 
from Amoi, and also from the Port of Cow-Moon, situated to the Westward ol 
Macao, is altogether a coasting one ; but the chief Place of Resort is a small 
Bay called ^uinioii, I believe, and Seigon, the great Port to the South, and in 
Siam that Place itself. The Sienese alsb pay Tribute to the Emperor of China 
for the Trade which is allowed to them in his Dominions ; and they annually 
send Two Ambassadors to do Homage before the Viceroy of Quan 'long, lor 
the Purpose, accompanied by Presents. It cannot, however, be fairly inferred 
that from the Circumstance of such a Trade as this being tolerated between 
China and these Dominions, which has been the Case from lime immemo- 
rial, originated, I believe, not in any fixed Treaties, but tacitly admitted with 
a View to reciprocal Advantages from the Contiguity of the Countries 
themselves, as well as from a Similarity in the Wants and Habits of each re- 
quiring the Commodities of either, it should be equally extended to Foreigners. 
In the Sixteenth, and early in the Seventeenth Century, there were, no Doubt, 
P'oreign I’aflories established at Siam and Tonquin : the Dutch, French, and 
English had each one there ; but owing, perhaps, as much to their .own Folly 
and Imprudence in constant Disputes, ^s to the Effefts of the Revolution which 
subsequently took place iti Cochin China and Tonquin, and which terminated 
iu that latter Empire becoming a Part of Cochin China, it has altogether ceased ; 

and 
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and although Attempts have since been made, at least on our Part, to renew a J- T. Rularis, Es<f. 

friendly Intercourse with Cochin China, the last of which took place in 1 8 04, — — 

in a special Mission ffom the Governor General, condufted on a Scale of Libe- 
rality calculated to ensure its Success, if Success could be obtained ; it altogether 
proved fruitless ; a steady Resistance having been made on the Part of the King’s 
Ministers, influenced no Doubt by the intriguing Spirit of the French Residents 
at his Court, to every Overture on the Occasion. The Faft is, 1 believe, that 
the Cochin Chinese, possessing in a more eminent Degree than their Neigh- 
^ hours the Chinese that extreme Jealousy of all Foreigners, no Inducement, 
however favourable, will, I am disposed to think, ever allow that Country again 
to be open to Foreign Commerce ; but, if further Proof were required to sup- 
port this Argument, it may be gathered from a more recent Attempt, on the 
Part of the French Government, to open a Communication with this Country, 
and which, Irom the Treaty concluded in France in 1788, when the young 
Prince was carried there, might be supposed to have greater Weight ; yet it 
also had no better Kifetl than our own. J'he Mission sailed from France in 
i(Si7, and, alter visiting Macao, arrived at J'liron Bay, I think, in February or 
March 1818. It was subsequently communicated to me by a Missionary at 
Macao, who’ has been in the Habits, for many Years, to correspond w'ith the 
principal French Resident at the Cochin Chinese Court, and on whose Autho- 
thurity 1 can depend, that the King woulil neither receive any Letter from the 
French Ambassador, Count Kirgurien, or even accept of the costly Presents that 
accompanied hiin. But it must be admitted, in opposition to this, and whether 
from the near Vicinity of Macao, or from other Causes which I am not ac- 
quainted with, that the Inhabitants of this Settlement have been accustomed, 
lor many Years past, to send One or I'wo Ships annually to Seigon, with an 
assorted Cargo of China Goods, but not Woollens or any other British Manu- 
fatlures, in Exchange principally for Betel Nut, which is of a very superior 
Quality, and other Articles. For the last Four Years, however, this Trade has 
been altogether discontinued ; and the Reason I understood to be as much 
from the great Delay and Trouble in procuring a Cargo, as from the additional 
imposing Duties esttiblished to satisfy the Rapacity of the local Mandarins. J'hc 
Portuguesi-, from Macao, also, in the Year 1817 I think, made an Attempt to 
establish an Intercourse with Siam on a permanent Footing ; a Ship was then 
dispatched, with an authorized Person and lYcscnts, for the Purpose ; but the 
Mission altogether proved unavailing, and the Ship ultimately returned without 
gaining a single Advantage. I have lately understood, however, that One or 
'jyo Americans, and also an English Ship, have got up the River near Siam, 

.ind by some Means or other clandestinely procured a- little Cargo, chiefly 
Sugar. 

“ With respefl to the North-west Coast of America, as conneifled with this 
(Country and China, it may be proper to stare, from the Nature of the exist- 
ing Laws, that this Trade is in the Hands of the North-west Company. Of 
the Nature of this Trade, how far it may contribute in the first Instance • 
to carry tifl' the Manufactured Goods of this (Country, 1 am not sufll- 
ciently well informed to speak decided on the Subject j but 1 have been told 
tljat Woollens and Cotton Goods form a very inconsiderable Part of the Outward 
Cargoes, which consist chiefly of Iron in Bafs, Hardware, and various other 
Articles of Ironmongery, besides Copper, Tools, and Muskets, and the Furs 
collected in return arc principally conveyed over Land to our Canadian Posses- 
sions, and from thence transported to,England. It must however appear curious 
to many, that although so much has been said of the Advantages of this Trade 
to the Americans in their Intercourse with China ; yet when Permission was 
given a few Years back to the North-west Company by the Court of Directors, 
to send their Ships to Canton, with Liberty cither to load back again, or to pay 
the Proceeds of the Furs when sold into the Canton Trca.sury for Bills on the 
Court, yet they never availed themselves of it, but in Two Instances, once in 
1815 I think,, and the other Two Years afterwards; but both these Voyages 
( 4 ‘ 2 .) ‘ 1 Iv having 
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J. T. Robart$, Esq, having turned Out far different to the Expectations formed of them, the Trial has 

— not since been repeated. This Circumstance at least speaks against the Proba- 
bility of such a Trade being profitable to private Individuals, even if the Facility 
of going to China were added ; for, if not so to a Company whose Establish- 
ments on the Coast and other local Advantages, must enable ihem to collect the 
Furs so much more readily, it is not likely to be so to them. The Success of 
the Americans, therefore, must depend on other Causes, which 1 attribute, prin- 
cipally to the peculiar System adopted in it. Their Voyages extend not only 
to the North-west Coast, but subsequently to the Islands in the South Seas to# 
collect Seal Skins. The Captain and Mates of the Vessel, besides being each 
more or less interested in the Concern, are experienced in the Trade, having 
been perhaps brought up in it from early Life, and the Crew also arc picked 
Men, and some of them not unfrequently participate in the Benefits of the 
Voyage, which is of that uncertain Nature, and attended with such Risk, as to 
require these precautionary Measures to ensure its Success. I do not mean to say 
that the same System might not be adopted on our Part ; and if the Port of 
Canton were open to us, as it is to the Americans, the same Advantage might 
result ; but those Voyages which have come under my Knowledge, under- 
taken from Canton by private Individuals, to collect Furs, have almost invariably 
failed, and no doubt from this very Circumstance, a want of proper Equipment 
in the First Instance. Relative to the Trade along the Eastern (.'oast ot South 
America, commonly called Spanish America, and which is also cried up as a 
Traffic, which, were there Facilities of proceeding on to China, might produce the 
most valuable Benefits to the Country in the Sale of British Mamifacturcs, 

I feel myself equally at a loss to say much ; but from the Information I 
have been able to collect through others, I really cannot perceive how this would 
be the Case, when I am to consider what these Territories produce calculated 
for the Chinese Market, which, with the Exception of Copper and a little 
Cochineal, I know of no others, unless it be Silver in Bars, and Dollars. Now 
the principal Article brought into China from that Coast has been ('upper, and 
not exceeding in one Year more than 15 or 20,000 Pcculs ; but this very 
Article of Copper is the Thing we are most desirous of discouraging being 
sent there, as interfering with our own direct Traffic in that Metal from this 
Country ; and it unfortunately turns out for the ill Success of the Argument 
in the present Case, that this very Chopper itself, so imported by tin? Americans, 
has not been purchased by the Chinese, (who would not give a corresponding 
Price for it), but generally transhipped on board Country Ships at a liigher 
Rate for Calcutta ; so that this Transit Trade ought to be looked upon as more 
connected with India than China. As to the increasing Demand for our Manu- 
factures, if such really be the Case, I see no Difficulty whatever to its being met 
by the direct Traffic from England j and perhaps with more Success than any 
substantial Benefit to be derived from prosecuting the Voyage on to China. 
The next and not the least important Subject to which I have to resort, is that 
connected with the Trade from Canton to Continental Europe, on which indeed 
. such peculiar Weight has been laid, because being at present almost exclusively 
in the Hands of the Americans, it is assumed that an unnecessary and severe 
Hardship is thus forced upon private Individuals, in their Exclusion from any 
Participation in it ; as were the Permission allow'ed, and being totally separated 
and distinct from any Interference with the (Jompany’s exclusive Trade, no 
Detriment whatever would accrue to them. The American Trade to Canton 
has undoubtedly increased in a surprising way for the last Fifteen or Twenty Years ; 
but if the Circumstance of having been the chief Carriers to Europe since that 
’lime has mainly contributed to this Increase, it ought not to be forgotten 
that the increased Population of the United States, and consequently a greater 
Demand for Tea, and other Produce of China, has no less been the Cause of 
it. It cannot therefore be fairly inferred, that this Trade to the Continent has 
been the only one. The following may be considered as a tolerably correct 
Account of the Value of the Americati I’radc to and from (Canton, from the 
Year 1804-5 ^0 1818-19. 
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Imports. 

Exports. 

Tonnage. 

1804-r> - Total Value in Dollars 

3.550,000 

3,842,000 

10,159 

1805-e .... 

5,300,000 

5.127,000 

12,480 

]80C-7 ... 

3,877.000 

4,294,000 

11,268 

1807-8 - ... 

3,940,000 

3,475,00a 

8,803 

1808-9 - - . . 

479.000 

808,000 

2,215 

1809-10 - ... 

5.744,000 

5,715,000 

12,512 

1810-11 ... 

2,898.000 

2,973,000 

4,748 

1811-12 - - - - 

3,132.000 

2,771,000 

7,405 

1812-13 .... 

1.453.000 

620,000 

1,816 

1813-14 ) 




? 1HI4-1.0 i " ... 

451,000 

578,000 

2,854 

1815-16 - ... 

2,527,000 

4,220.000 

10,208 

1816-17 

5,509,000 

5,703,000 

13,096 

1817-18 . . - . 

7, 070, 000 

6.777,000 

14,325 

1818-19 - ... 

10,217,000 

9.401,000 

16,022 

Total 

56,253,000 

55,945,000 


‘ Average 14 Yotirs 

4,019,000 

3,995,000 


Average of 4 Years 

5,390,000 

6,435,000 



“ I have taken the Average of the last Four Years, because being since 
tlie Peace, it may be considered the best Mode of forming a fair Criierion 
of it. Of the Exports of the Year 1818-19, which is the largest of the 
Whole, Cargo to the Value of Dollars 1,459,000 was shipped for Continental 
Europe; and it is the Magnitude of these Shipments in that Year which 
has led to the favourable Expectations formed of this Trade by the Private 
Mcrclfants, in connection with the other Objects in view. In the Face of sucli 
a Statement, it would be perhaps presumptuous in me to dispute tlie Justness 
ol these Conclusions ; but 1 do not hesitate to say they are not altogether 
well founded : and I draw this Inference as well from general Observations as 
from the Account of an Individual, who was, unfortunately fur himself, induced 
to enter largely into this Trade, since the iVace ; and who unfortunately also 
has become a severe Sufferer in consequence. The Person to whom 1 allude 
is no less than that respectable and opulent Chinese Hong Merchant, How- 
qua. Previous to my Departure from Canton in 1819, he had himself in- 
formed me of these Losses in^ various Consignments made to Holland ; and I 
have since heard they amounted to 600,000 Dollars in the short Space of 
only Five Years. Now it may be naturally inferred from this, that others who 
were prosecuting the same d'rade would not have been more fortunate, be- 
cause Honqua could afford not only to send his Teas at a cheuper Rate, but 
of so much superior a Quality, as he is remarkable for the Selection of ihis 
Article. If this, how’cver, be not sufficient to warrant such a Conclusion, it may 
be supported by the known Fact that the Markets for China Produce in Holland 
have been greatly overstocked for these Two or Three Years past, there being at 
tlie present Time, or at least there was a few Months back, 102,000 Chests of 
Tea unsold, whiUt it has been ascertained, that the actual Con 31 imption is not 
more than 35 to 40,000, leaving therefore nearly Two Years and Half Consump- 
tion on Hand, with corresponding low Prices in the Market; but besides this, there 
is also the Chance of the Dutch not permitting the indiscriminate Intercourse on 
the Part of Foreigners to their Ports for a much longer Period ; for it should be 
recollected, that that Nation is fast gaining its ancient Commercial Weight in the 
Scale of Nations ; when it may naturally be supposed, that, aided by the increased 
Capital of their Country, they would be disposed to confine it solely to their own 
Subjects and Dutch Shipping, to the entire Exclusion of all Participation in it on 
the Part of the Foreigners. Such a State of Things, therefore, ought to be taken 
into Consideration, when weighing the Propriety or not of opening this IVade to 
the Access of British Shipping ; for should the Dutch proceed to this Extremity, 
some other Port would be discoveroJ, if only to open a Channel for a regular 
• . • * System 
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J. T. Robarts, Esq. System of Smuggling along the Coast of England and Ireland, detrimental in its 
Consequences to the Revenue, and fatal to the Interests of the East India Com- 
pany. But I come lastly to consider why, under any Circumstances whatever, the 
China Trade should not be accessible to Free Traders ; which leads me in the first 
Instance to make a few Observations on the present System of conducting it, 
which I had not originally intended to do. The numerous and extensive Advan- 
tages which are already enjoyed under the Commercial Preponderance of the 
East India Company in China, are, first, that it gives their Representatives a 
Weight with the Government, and also that particular Influence with the Hong 
Merchants, which has enabled them successfully to contend against any combined 
Operations, even amongst the most wealthy and powerful of them, to affect long 
established Privileges. Secondly, it enables them not only to buy the best but 
the cheapest Productions of the Country, as well at the same Time to promote the 
Sale of British Staple Commodities; and lastly, it constitutes in them, as supreme 
Head over the whole British Trade to the Port, that wholesome Authority to 
control .the general Conduct and Proceedings of every British vSubject, (as far as 
connected with the Well-being of the Trade), to prevent any Infraction of those 
established Laws framed by the Chinese for the Guidance of Foreigners, which 
have more than in one Instance proved so nearly fatal to the Existence of the 
Trade itself. The Benefits which more immediately apply to our own (’ouutry, 
are in securing a regular and fixed Supply of the diftorent Oualities and (Quantities 
of Tea, proportionate to the annual Demand ; as also enabling the Legislature to 
collect the Revenue arising from it in a comparatively less expensive Way, and 
preventing almost the Possibility of any Smuggling. 

With respect to the first Point, many Instances could be adduced to substan* 
tiate the Proof of this Influence in various Cases ; but none more readily 
occurs to my Recollection at this Moment, or is more strikingly illustrative of 
the Fact, than that unjustifiable Attempt on the Part of the Merchants to cjgablish 
what was by them termed a ('olony, the principal Features of which were to fix 
the Price of every Article of Import (Woollens excepted) at certain Periods of 
the Season, according to their own Views of the then existing State of the Market, 
and that no Merchant in purchasing a Cargo should be allowed to give more. 
This Combination, if I mistake not, took place in the Year 1809 or ic, and 
received, I believe, the Sanction of the Hoppoo or Superintending Magistrate over 
Foreign Commerce, who issued his Edict on the Occasion. The fatal C.'onse- 
quences, however, of such a dangerous Attempt to destroy the very Founda- 
tion of the 'I'rade itself being evident to the Con^any’s Representatives, because 
when all Competition was thus prevented, there was an End to the Prop which 
supported it ; it became necessary to exercise that Influence and Power which 
they possessed, to cru.sh it before any of the pernicious Effects had taken deep 
Root, in which Attempt their Exertions were crowned with Success (to the 
Satisfaction of the whole tradifig Community) by the almost immediate Aban- 
donment of the Plan. But let me ask whether it is reasonable to suppose that 
such a C-ombination, coolly and deliberately formed, with such powerful Engines 
set to work, could have been defeated by any ordinary Representations, or by 
any other less powerful Means, in fact, than those which were used on the Oc- 
casion ? Every reasonable Man will concur with me in saying that it could not. 
Then how necessary is it to preserve that Power and Influence to the Company 
unimpaired ! And would it not be considerably weakened by British Ships being 
permitted to visit Canton not under their immediate (.'ontrol, but allowed to 
prosecute their own Views and Interests in every Instance, without regard to the 
common Interest of ajl. 

Secondly, with respect to the Prices of the various Productions of the 
Country, nothing can be a stronger Proof of tliis Fact than the Uniformity of 
the Company’s Prices for Teas at Canton, which, in spite of various vexatious 
Exactions of the Government to increase the Revenue, or rather to satisfy per- 
haps the Rapacity of the Mandarins themselves, have seldom much varied. It 
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is a Fact that the Company’s Servants seldom fail to obtain with readiness not J- T, Robaris, Esq. 

only the best Tea at the fairest Prices, but even the first Quality of Goods ’ — — 

brought to Canton for Sale are offered to them ; the Consequences of which 
are, such a Selection is made as in every respect is suited to compose a Cargo 
for our own Consumption. But how again could these Advantages be gained 
if the Company’s Influence was to be weakened by the indiscriminate Specula- 
tions of casual Adventurers from England, totally unconnected with them, and 
who would by their Measures only create an additional Competition to that 
to which the Company are already exposed, without perhaps benefiting them- 
selves. 

“ In regard to the Disposal of British Woollens the Advantages are not less 
conspicuous. It is generally known that it has been through this Influence, 
again, the Company’s Servants have been enabled to induce tlie Chinese Mer- 
chants to receive large Quantities of the Staple Commodities of this Country, 
and at Prices, so far from afibrding the Company any Profit, as have left them 
very considerable Losers. 

“ I'he leading Articles sent out are Broad Cloth, Camlet, Long Ells, with 
Metals ; but the latter have only found hitherto an immaterial Sale, and then 
hut in the raw Materials ; whilst the former, if not greatly extending in 
Demand, may be considered permanently fixed at about One Million 
Sterling. 

“ With a laudable Zeal also on the Part of the Company in Times 
of peculiar Distress to the Manufaduring Interests at Home, they have been 
induced even to extend these Exportations beyond the Demand j in (’hina, 
however, the Quantity now .sent out from this Country has been reduced to a 
Level with that Demand, by which higher Prices have been gradually obtained, 
and consequently the Trade, instead of being any longer a losing, has at length 
become a gainful (Uie to them. How beneficial, then, must such a regular 
Systi'in as this be, not only in securing a fixed and permanent Sale for these 
Woollens, but in facilitating their Dispersion throughout the Chinese Empire ; 
and how impossible does it appear, to my Judgment, to maintain it unbroken 
under any tither. To such a Pitch of Excellence, indeed, is it notorious that 
the Exertions of the (Company have arrived in establishing the Credit of these 
Woollens, that their Mark, stainjjed on the Bales, is a sufficient Guarantee, and * 
always admitted as a Proof of the Quantity and Quality supposed to be contained 
under it. 

Whilst on this Subjeft, it may not be amiss to mention a Report which 
seems to have gained such universal Credit in London, and is so eagerly seized 
upon as an Argument in favour of opening the China Trade, viz. that of the 
Chinese Merchant Howqua, to whom I have before alluded, having transmitted 
Home Orders to purchase Woollens and Cotton Goods to the Extent of 
^500,000, to be sent out in American Ships. Now the Company themselves 
only eitport One Million in Woollens, of which perhaps a Tenth Part falls to 
his Share ; and if any Opinion may be formed of the extreme Diificulty he 
would have in disposing of this additional Quantity to that he has alreatly on 
hand, by the Quantity of Bales piled up in his liong from Year to Year, it 
is impossible to conceive for a Moment, that common Prudence would have 
allowed him to give such an Order. I have therefore no Hesitation in saying, 
that the whole Report is a E'abrication intended for bad i’urposes, to induce the 
Public to believe that the Demand for Woollens in China is not adequately 
met by the Company. 

“ It is however to be regretted, at the same Time, that <my American Ships 
should have been allowed to clear from the River, laden partly with British 
Woollens, for China. I have an Account by me, which stales that Five of 
{'f r*) . . 'f L these 
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j. r. lUarts, Esq. these Vessels, who left England at different Periods since January last, have, in 

— addition to a considerable Sum in Dollar^ and some minor Articles of Trade, 

carried with them Woollens to the Extent of 113,000, and Cotton Goods to 
the Amount of jL' 17,000. It never before occurred to me, that such a Licence 
could be extended to Foreign Ships bound dircft to Canton ; because I always 
conceived this Branch of Trade to that Port vested, by the Charter, solely in 
the Hands of the Company ; it is impossible, therefore, to say what Elfedls this 
may produce in China, and what Discredit it may bring on the Company’s 
Name, as I understand, in addition to the Faft of the Exportation having taken 
place, that the Bales were stamped with the Company’s Mark : this latter Part, 
however, is only reported, and may not be true ; but if proved so, such a clan- 
destine Proceeding cannot be too severely reprobated. 

“ With resped, lastly, to the Necessity there is that some controuling Power 
should be exercised over the whole Trade to the Port of Canton, it may indeed 
be inferred from the very Nature of the Footing on which the Trade itself rests, 
which requires, in every Instance, such strid Obedience to Chinese Laws and 
Customs. Various Instances, indeed, have occurred where such Disobedience 
has produced the most serious Consequences; but none more particularly so 
than in that well-known Affray in 1806, when a Chinese was unfortunately sup- 
posed to have been killed by a Sailor belonging to the Neptune East Indiainan. 
To prevent the Recurrence, then, of similar Disorders, as well as any Infrac- 
tions of the known established Regulations and Ordinances of the Government, 
such an efficient Power is absolutely necessary, and is moreover maintained to 
this Day ; but how could it possibly be so, if Six or Seven private Ships were to 
resort to the Port, over whom the Company’s Representatives had no Controul, 
and who would be at liberty to pursue their own Measures, independent 
of any Authority. AVould not the Recurrence, then, of every imaginable Evil 
that could befal the Trade, happen, cither in clandestinely dealing witli unautho- 
rized Chinese, or in similar illegal Acts ; but with respect to the Disturbances 
above mentioned, particular and well-founded Apprehension may be entertained ; 
for a Private British Ship is not like an Indiaman : in the one, there im Discipline 
among the Crew, the Commanders and Officers are regularly bred up in the 
Service from early Life, and themselves more or less concerned in the Success of 
the Voyage, and consequently between them and the Company there is i)ur one 
common Interest: in the other, there is little or no sort of Discipline amongst 
the Crew ; and the Master and Mates, having no further Interest in the Ship than 
that derived from thrir Pay and Allowances, it is not to be supposed that tliey 
would be very particular in watching over the tlonduct of their Men, to prevent 
such Disturbances as these again happening. Against this Argument, liowever, 
I am aware is opposed the Example of the 7\mericans, who, in an unrestricted 
Trade with China for so many Years, have never yet embroiled themselves in any 
serious Disputes with the Chinese Government j but in opposition to this 1 
maintain that there is c great Dissimilarity between the Character of an American 
and English Sailor. Tlie American Sailor is not only more peaceable in his 
Demeanour towards a Chinese, but not .so easily provoked to Anger, and above 
all, is less addicted to Intoxication than an English one ; in Proof of whicii it may 
be adduced, that during the Seventeen Years I have been in China, 1 never once 
heard of any serious Affray between a Chinese and American, whereas, unfortu- 
nately, there have been too m.any Instances on the other Side, It is not however 
only in cases like these from which eventual Danger may be apprehended, by 
Free Traders, but there are others, and amongst them the great Probability of 
rash Attempts being made to open a Communication with other Ports in China, 
which might lead to the most serious Consequences j for although any such In- 
tentions may not be immediately manifested or spoken of, yet when the principal 
Objects in view decidedly profess to be the Promotion of the Sale of our Manu- 
factures in Countries and Places, if not altogether unknown, at least rarely visited, 
it may ultimately be presumed to be so. I do not wish to be understood to 
mean, that there is not still a wide Field open in the vast Empire of China, 
for even Three Times the Quantity of Goods now exported by us ; but what 

1 must 
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I must maintain is, that until we have more Ports to trade to than Canton, J.r. Huhaiis, 
the present Quantity is amply sufficient to meet the Demand. Ii has also been-- - 
said, that a Taste has lately risen up in China for the Manufactured or Manchester 
Cotton Goods in preference to their own Manufactures, and that the increased 
Suppliers lately exported, partly by the Americans, justify this Conclusion. 

“ From my own Observations, however, confirmed by more recent Accounts 
from Canton, this does not appear to be the Case, or at least is greatly exagge- 
rated. A few printed and coloured Cottons may be required, and which is usually 
met in the Privileges of the Commander and Officers ; but with respect to the 
more substantial Kind of Cottons, or that which approximate nearer their own 
Manufactures, in such general Use throughout the Southern Provinces, there is 
no great Demand ; for it can neither be sent out so cheap, or is it in the same 
Estimation as their own ; Proof of which may be gathered from an experimental 
Consignment sent out by the Company a few' Years back; I do not at pre- 
sent recollect the Year, but I think it was in i8id or i8ii ; the Result, 
however, 1 am certain from Memory was so unfavourable as to preclude all 
Idea ol repeating it ; but if even under any other Circumstances, 1 much 
douDt whether the Chinese Government would permit the Importation of 
British Cotton Goods to any extent ; at least not without imposing such high 
Duties as would render it a losing Concern, if only to protect their own 
Manulacturers, who, like those at Leeds and Manchester, comprize some Thou- 
sands of poor Families solely dipendent on this Trade for their Support. 

- Lastly, there may be justly considered no less serious Danger to arise, on 
the one Hand, from the Admirsioti of Free 'I’raders to China, iti the various 
Facilities which would thus necessarily be afforded them to smuggle on the 
Coast of England and Ireland, producing thereby manifest Injury to the Reve- 
nue of the Country, than oti the other, equally imminent Risk to the Prosperity 
of the Company, by compromising their Interests. 

“ 1 know, however, it may be said in oppo.sition to this, if such were likely to 
be the ('ase, why had not Smuggling been resorted to through the Americans.^ 

But it does not follow, that because no clandestine Attempt.s of this Kind have 
yet been made by them, they should be neglected to be so by the Free Traders, 
when the Facilities become comparatively so much easier, by being so immedi- 
ately in their owJi Power. Mt owm Opinion therefore is, that these Attempts 
would be tried to no incon:*derablc an Extent, not by the more respectable 
Class of British Merchants, but by those needy Adventurers who are ready to 
grasp at every 'Phing. IIow then can such a pernicious Evil be so well guarded 
against as by the present System, which absolutely not only prevents the Possi- 
bility of much Smuggling, but brings lo the State, almost without any Expence 
or i'louble in the collecting of it, a Revenue to the Amount of about .^’4, 000,000 
Sterling, which the Trade alone is supposed to yield ? 

“ If, then in, addition to the Evils already enumerated, such bad Consequences 
as these must likev Le arise from permitting an open Intercourse with China, 
how very impolitic, riot to say unwise, it would be, to forego the certain Ad- 
vantages which the presetii System secures to the Country, for those illusory 
ones which, utidcr the most favourable View of this Question, ate at best but 
problematical, and must evidently be attended with a considerable degree of 
Risk in gaining. I have therefore but little to add to the foregoing (Observa- 
tions, which I trust may appear sufficient to prove not only that the Views 
and Objects of the Advocates for opening the China Trade are founded in Error, 
but liiat the Laws by which the Frecl'rade to India arc regulated, as established 
in 1813, arc in every respect sufficient to encourage atid support it. On that 
Occasion, when the Renewal of the Clompany’s Charter came under Discussion, 
the 'Erade to China w<as deliberately considered with all its relative Defects aJid 
AdvaniageS, and tlien found to be a Trade yielding extensive Benefits to the 
Country, but at the same lime hanging by a mere J'hieiul, and requiring in 

* * onse- 
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j. T. PohaHs, Esq. conscqueiicc the most skilful Management to preserve it unimpaired ; and as it 

could not be so .preserved on a better or more secure Footing than it then 

stood, the Legislature wisely conceded again those exclusive Privileges to the 
Company which they had previously enjoyed for so many antecedent Years, 
with such Advantages to the State. 

“ It may not be ami.ss for me further to observe, in Conclusion, that as the Trade 
from the Eastern Archipelago to China, as before stated, seems to be the Basis 
on which the Hopes of the Free Traders are principally founded, it they are 
excluded from any Participation in this partial Traffic, it cannot be considered 
a severe or unnecessary Hardship upon them, when such a Privilege, it must 
be rccolledted, would materially interfere with a Class of Traders equally en- 
titled to the Proteftion of the British Government, and little inferior in Impor- 
tance : I mean those engaged in what is termed the Country Trade of India. 
The Value of this great Source of Revenue to our Eastern Possessions, 1 do not 
immediately recollect, but it is to a great Extent, carries off its Productions, par- 
ticularly Cotton and Opium, to China and the Eastern Islands, and otherwise 
contributes to the general Prosperity of India, not only in a Commercial Point of 
View, but also in a Political one, by affording efficient Transports for the Convey- 
ance of Troops in Time of War to the different Presidencies, or in prosecuting 
more distant Expeditions.” 


Is there any Demand at present at Canton for the Manufatlures oi Manches- 
ter, or for English Calico, or Cotton Goods ? 

There is a slight Demand for them ; many People in this Country who have 
come from ('anton, especially the Captains and Officers of the Company’* Ships, 
have stated the Demand to have much increased j but my own Observations 
convince me that this is not the Case, because by the latest Accounts the 
Markets were inundated with these Goods totally unsaleable. Many who have 
taken out Adventures of this Description have been most seriously deceived 
in their Expectation.s, and lost considerable Sums in consequence. 

Cannot you recollect a Time when there was no Demand at all at Canton for 
the Cotton Manufactures of this Country ? 

There was always during my Residence in China a limited Demand for the 
Cotton Manufactures of Manchester, Printed Goods ; but which was met by 
the Officers of the Company’s Ships : perhaps the whole Extent is not above 
Twenty-five or Thirty thousand Pounds per Annum. 

Have you not understood that the Americans have furnished some Articles 
of that Kind ? 

I have. I have an Account of the .lYmericans having furnished from this 
Country a considerable Quantity, not only of Woollens, but of Cotton Manu- 
factured Goods : there were Five Vessels sailed the last Season, which took out 
Woollens and Bombazeens, and various other Articles, to the Extent of about 

130,000 i of Manchester Cottons, about .iCi 7,000. 

Did those Manchester Manufactures find a Sale in the C’anton Market ? 

They may have done so ; but my Information leails me to suppose, that the 
greater Part were remaining in the Market unsold. 

Is then the Committee to understand, that during the Eighteen Years you 
were resident at Canton, there has been no increased Demand for the Cotton 
Manufactures of this Country ? 

I do not think there has been. Experimental Consignments in Manufactured 
Cotton Goods were made by the Company about the Year 1811; they then 
proved so ruinous a Concern, as to induce the Company to discontinue them 
until last Year, when in consequence of the Prices being so much lower, some 
Expectations of a Profit were held out : the Qut-turn, however, of this Adven- 
ture I have not yet heard of. 


You 
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You mentioned that you had understood that some Articles of British Manu- T. Robaru, Esq. 

facture had found a Sale in the Eastern Islands j can you state what those — 

Articles^ are ? 

I have understood they were chiefly manufadturcd Handkerchiefs, and various 
Cotton Articles, in Imitation of what they make in that Country, which they 
find they can send out cheaper than those manufaftured by the Natives. 

Is the Tea brought to Canton the Result of a previous Bargain, or do the 
Natives bring it there prior to any Bargain ? 

The Company make their Bargains, at the Close of one Season, for at least 
Two-thirds of the Quantity for the ensuing Season : they contract with the Hong 
Merchants, and agree to sell them Woollens, at a certain Price, for different 
Species of Teas, the Prices of which arc aflixed by the Company’s Servants, 
according to their own Estimation of the Quality. 

After they arrive? 

Yes ; they are then inspeflcd and examined, and subsequently priced, accord- 
ing to the relative Qualities of each Species. 

sphere is no Pledge until the Inspeftion ? 

No ; tliere is a Pledge j the Merchant binds himself down to deliver a certain 
Quantity of Tea ; bur if the Quality does not appear to be equal to that specified 
in the Contraft, the Tea is thrown back on the Merchant. 

The Chinese are satisfied with the Price ? 

Sometimes they are not. 

But they take that which is fixed ? 

They arc obliged to take whatever Prices we choose to affix, In most In- 
stances. 

How is the Irade between the Americans and the Hong Merchants re- 
gulated ? 

They go into the Marker, and purchase in the best Way they can : wepur- 
clia-ie first, and they take thi' Refuse j they requiring Tea very difl'erent fi^om 
that which comes to this Country. The first and best Qualities of every De- 
cription are otiered to us. 

You mentioned, that formerly the East India Company exported nearly 
Double tile Quantity of Woollen Goods they have sent out lately? 

1 hey did formerly, by which tiliey became very serious Sufferers. 

Do you think that those Woollen CJoods found any Market ? 

They did ultimately ; but many of them remained Three, Four, and even Five 
YeaK upon the Market ; inconsequence, the large Quantity accumulated from 
Year to Year, by which not only the Company became severe Sufferers, but 
the Merchants themselves were many of them ruined, and became Bank- 
rupts. 

Then you conceive that formerly the Consumption of English Woollen Goods 
in China was greater than it now is ? 

1 do not consider that to be the Case at all ; I consider that •^e Company 
over-did the Market ; that they sent out more than the Country could consume. 

Do you think that not more than Half of what they sent out was consumed ? 

No, not above Half of what was sent out annually : there was quite a Stag- 
nation in the Trade, which did not recover itself until the Equilibrium was 
restored, by a Diminution in the Annual Exportations from England. 

The Witness is direfted to withdraw. 

Ordered, That this Comnuttee be adjourned to Wednesday next, the aSih Instant, 

One o’clock. 


(iSr.) 
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Die MerctiHi, 


WMartiiimi. 


The MARQUESS of LANSUOWNE in iJic Chair. 


THE Marquess of Lansdowne produces to the Committee a General State- 
ment of the Commerce of Russia in i8i8, 1819, which he states he*had received 
from T. Tooke, Esquire: (See Appendix Q.) 

Also, An Extraft of a Letter which Ik states he had received irom John 
Gladstone, Esquire : (See Appendix R.) 

Also, Certain Accounts of Importation from the East Indies and the United 
States of America, into the Ports of Marseilles and Leghorn, which he states 
were contained in a Letter w'hich he had received from Robert Wilson, Esquire : 
(See Appendix S.) 

And also. An Extract of a Letter, on the Subject of Sincapt>re, which he 
slates he had received from a Gentleman acquainted with that Station : (See 
Appendix T.) 


His Lordship stales, that these several Papers come from Persons of undoubted 
Credit, and that he believes the Information they contain may be relied upon. 

I he* same are severally delivered in and read. 

Ordered, That ihis C’oinmittee be adjourned to Monday next, Onco’CIock, 


"*^5 J 
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East India Company to permit a Trade with China, &c. - - 51 0 

No. 5.— Memorial from certain Merchants of London, praying that British Ves- 
sels may be permitted, without any Limitation in regard to Tonnage 
to trade between the Ports of Soutli America and the East Indies - 512 


No. 6,— Memorial from the Merchants and Manufacturers of Glasgow*, praying 
to be permitted to carry on in British 8hips a Trade with China, £cc. 


( 42 .) 


4 O 


512 



jLctter. 


( ) 


Page. 

No. 7. — Two Memorials from Manchester and Salford, praying that Arrange-^ 

ments may be made for opening a direct Trade with China • 514 

No. 8.-^Memorial of the Chamber of Commerce and Manufacturers of £din» 
burgh, pray ing a Relaxation of the Restrictions on the Trade to China 
and the East Indies t - - - - 516 

No. 9 . — Copy of a Eetter from the Committee of Trade, dated 23d of August 
1819, to the India Board; inclosing the Copy of the Memorial 
marked No. 1. •* . - - -517 

No. 1 0.— F urther Letter from the Committee of Trade, dated 2d IXtcembcr 1819, 
to the India Board ; inclosing Copies of the Memorials numbered 2. 
and 7- - - - • - -5 18 

No. 11. — Letter from the India Board, dated 12th June 1820, inclosing the 
Correspondence between that Board and the Court of Directors of 
the East India Company, in consequence of the above Two Letters 1 8 

No. 12. — Memorial from the Chamber of Commerce at Belfast, praying a 
Relaxation in the Laws which regulate the Tonnage of Vessels, &c. 
in ijie Trade witli India and China - - - 527 

• 

No. 13. — Memorial from the Merchants, Manufacturers, and others in the Town 

of Leeds, and its Neigbourhood, praying to trade to China, &c. - 528 

No. 14. — Letter from 8. R. Lushington, Esquire, transmitting One fr<un 
Mr. Robertson, inclosing Suggestions on the Subject of the Trade 
between this Country and the East Indies . ^ - 530 

V. — Pajiers delivered in by James Goddard, Esq. as under : 

No* 1 Importation of Skins into Canton by American Ships from 1 804 

to 1818 f>39 

No. 2. — Importation of Teas by American Ships into Hamburgh and Altona 

in 1819 - - - - - 540 

No. 3.— Importation of Teas into Holland by American Ships in 1818 - 541 

No. 4 ,-— Importation of Teas into Holland by American Ships in 1819 - 541 

No. 5.— Importation of Dollars into China by American Ships - - 542 

No. 6. — ^Treasury Report of Duties paid on the Importation of Tea in 1819 in • 

America 542 

No. 7.— Imports of Forty-five American Ships into China in 1817 and 1818 - 543 

No. 8.— Exports from China in Season J817 and J818 - - 543 

W. ~Extract of a Letter from the Lieutenant Governor of Java to the Secret Committee of 

the Court of Directors of the East India Company, dated 1 1 th February 1814 ; with 
Inclosure - - - - - - - 544 

X. ~Letter from the India Board, with Inclosures relative to Licences, as under : 

No. 1 • — ^Rules and Regulations for granting Licences by the Commissioners 

for the Affairs of India, dated March 19th 1814 - - 553 

No. 2 .— Ditto - - Ditto, dated 28th October 1817 - - 554 

No. 3. -^Licence from the Commissioners for the Afiairs of India, for a South 

Sea Whaler ... - - 555 

No. 4.— Licence from the Commissioners for the Affairs of India for a Ship to 
proceed to the several Ports and Places within the LhiHfilB described 
in the Act 53 Geo. 3. cap. 155. sect. 12- - - - 556 
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APPENDIX A. 


STATEMENT of the Value of. Mebchandize imported into Bengal, Fort St. GEOBCfE, 

Trade of the East India Company.— (Extracted from the Reports of 



1814-15. 

1815- 

DESCRIPTION OF MERCHANDIZE. 

Bengal. 

Fort 

St. George. 

■ ' 

Bombay, 

Total 

Bengal 

Fort 

St, George, 

0 

Rupees. 

Rupees. 

Rupees. 

Rupees. 

Rupees. 

Rupees. 

Anchors • • • 

Books, Stationery, Maps, Mathematical In-l 
struments, &c. • • -/ 

Beads, &c* • . - 

18,614 

- 

460 

19,074 

1,63,552 


1,53,149 

82,424 

51.712 

87,652 


3.47,534 

2,895 

1,11,129 

40,845 

Wines, Spirits, &c. 

17.64,571 

3,59,957 

3,23,551 

24,48,079 

14,75,798 

4,34,436 

Dnigs, Medicines, &c. - • 

37,163 

11,483 

59,471 

1,08,117 

50,079 

31,053 

Opium - - • - 

• 

- 


- 

- 

.. 

b earing Apparel, Haberdashery, Hosiery, I 
Mercery, Millinery, Perfumery, &c, 

3,07,404 

1,67.633 

1,35,735 

6,10,772 

4,44,647 

3,37,631 

Woollens - , . . 

33,491 

26,918 

15,998 

76,407 

1,02,148 

31,369 

Glass and Earthen Ware - • 

2,28,601 

67,529 

83,056 

3,79,186 

3,61,998 

1,32,132 

Confectionery, Grocery, &c. 

39,861 

42,504 

17,844 

1,00,209 

69,705 

54,696 

Tin .... 

• 

- 

- 

. 

- 


Spices . • . 

• 

• 

- 

. 

1,20,132 


Cutlery, Hardware, &c. - - . 

.50,710 

30,650 

30,294 

1,11,654 

75.964 

21,319 

Cabinet Ware, Musical Instruments, Ac. 

75,124 

1 1,003 

5,221 

91,348 

83,659 

27,254 

Copper and Copper Nails 

3,96,323 

- 

23,169 

4,19,492 

4,11,884 

• 

Iron and Steel - - . . 

2,30.076 

19,010 

1,12,259 

3,61,345 

3,30,379 

51,178 

Lead . - « - 

9,559 

3,222 

12,745 

25,526 

40.432 

4,126 

Ironmongery, Braziery, Ac. 

1,38.694 

39,902 

52,192 

2,30,788 

2,52,333 

25,845 

Cordage . - . . 

30,331 

1,703 

, 28,494 

60,528 

1,06,872 

4,389 

Woods - - • - - 

- 1 

• 

. 

. 

. 

. 

Timber and Planks - - 

22,312 

- 

. 

22,312 

28,536 


Masts, Spars, Ac. - - . - 

2,348 

- 

7,656 

10,004 

20,369 

- 

Canvass and Vittrey • - 

. 

. 

5,048 

5,048 

78,795 

• 

Fowling Pieces, Pistols, Ac. 

Carfiages, Sadlery, Ac. - - - 

39,195 

9,392 

10,411 

58,998 

29,498 

18,589 

90,594 

51,816 

39,314 

1,81,724 

1,54,468 

55,193 

Clocks and Watches - - 

3,627 

,9,296 

4,223 

17,146 

34,277 

15,710 

Skins and Hides - - - . 

5,329 

2^15 

- 

7.644 

25,128 

7,647 

Jewellery, Silver Plate, Ac. 

54,524 

16,659 

1 23,005 

94,188 

1,03,023 

32,836 

Quicksilver - - . • 

8,55-J 

. 

[ 28,230 

36,784 

85,937 

• 

Grain, Seeds, Ac. • • 

1,850 

1,902 

i 1,175 

4,927 

2,258 1 

1,831 

Piece Goods - - - . 

43,346 

51,931 

1,67,854 

2,63,131 

2,61,846 i 

36,055 

Provisions, Oilman^s Stores, and Ship Chand- 1 
lery ... -/ 

2,25,984 

1,16,887 

1,11,745 

4,54,616 

3.06,627 

1,90,654 

Tobacco and Snuff • • • 

1,999 

1.746 

4,024 

7,769 

3,350 

6,139 

Metals • . . - - 

an « 

2,109 


2,109 

• • 

• • 

Bullion • • . - 

m «» 

1,901 


1,901 

•— 

-- 

Raw Silk - - . - - 

• m 

15,592 


• 15,592 

-- - 

- - 

Military and Naval Stores 

m • 

4,276 


4,276 

- 

4.174 

Furs - • . . • 

m • 

- 


• 

. 

• • 

Candles - , • • 

m m 

«• 


• 

• 


Sundries . • - - - 

85,832 

6,993 

7,827 

1,00,652 

1,78,763 

16,436 


Total Rupew - • 40,99,165 12,08,465 13,98,653 67,06,283 I 57,52,886 16,92,666 
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Bombay. Total. Bengal. ^efLgc Bombay. 



3,29,245 

22,39,479 

2,34,966 

3,16,098 

20,061 

20,061 


9,11,877 

68,045 

2,01,562 

75,568 

5,69.698 

.35,712 

1,60.113 

1,.3.51 

‘ 1,21,486 

,35,117 

1,32,400 

10,207 

1,21,120 

70,172 

4,82,356 

2,52,919 

6,31,506 

22,900 

67,458 

77,600 

3,55,778 


Rupee*. 

1,16,795 

4,68,711 

16,239 

15,4(K079 

1,23,684 


1,47720 

69,823 

3,10,399 

72,241 

16,948 


Rupees. 

12,252 

1,04,277 

53,319 

2,28,480 

2,95,512 

19,221 


6,89,161 3,59,697 1,53,944 


4,28,512 

1,90,419 


2,00,674 

tS,88,832 

73,157 


1,33,173 
1,52,727 
5,42,267 
3,87,917 
1,31,350 
4,1,3,185 
1 ,44,909 

24,225 

59,890 

31,662 

96,629 

2,68,532 

25,592 

50,730 

1,71,240 

1,79,686 

3,958 

3,13,102 


29,786 

1,69,301 

39,207 


17,470 

1,273 

53,412 

17,986, 

2,486 


5,732 

2,06,899 

19,516 

318 

36,256 

5,669 

2,21,543 

3,61,694 

73,193 

87,114 

31,108 

345 

568 

3,783 

3.^213 

14,648 

51,359 


1,29,047 ' 
7,20,708 

1,39,381 

20,78,958 

4,91,437 

36,169 

12,02,802 

2,36,192 

12,65,032 

1,31,880 

318 

2,07,807 

2,07.686 

7,63.810 

7,67,081 

2,05.816 

,5,53.711 

1,94,303 

2,831 

24,793 

63,673 

72,380 

1,22,913 

4,13,206 

72,841 

,55„571 

2,87,672 

3,1,3,951 

5,842 

5,70,788 


Bengal. 

Fort 

St. George. 

Bombay. 

Rupees. 

t 

Rupee*. 

Rupees. 

1,24,457 

10,031 

28,796 

6,31,238 

1,53,735 

1,26,922 

1.5,569 
18,28,919 
1,81,644 
28, .342 

1,41,021 

3,48,619 

77,191 

38,243 

69,210 
2,.52,1 67 
3,66,846 

12,89,920 

5,49,443 

2,80,762 

4,47,090 

19,48,622 

1,01,879 

3,20.145 

57,071 

3,18,523 

1,11.058 

47,659 

.29,774 



1,79,132 
7,53,5 42 


1,73,562 

3,48,466 


3,44,837 

1,22,116 

11,20,909 

7,71,528 


1 1,608 

3,08,710 

4,36,610 

13,92,562 

3.01,191 

9,44,606 

1,87,86.3 

6,95,366 

2,00,265 

1 10,62,839 


3,83,546 

7,112 

2,214 

34,191 

1,35,62,962 

38,97,673 


1,22,019 


5,10,008 

2,84,416 


21,71,121 

11,47,682 


3,802 3,802 

25,901 4,4.3,638 
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APPENDIX B. 


STATEMENT of the Value of Meuchandize imported into Bengal, Fort St. George, 

External Commerce from Bengal, Fort St. George, 



1811-15. 


1815. 


DESCRIPTION OF MERCHANDIZE. 









Bengal. 

Fort 

St. George. 

• Bombay. 

Total. 

Bengal. 

Fort 

St. George. 



Rupce.^. 

Rupees. 

Rupees. 

Rupees. 

Rupees, 

Rupees. 


Books, Stationery, China Paper, China and i 
Lacquered Ware, &c. - - - J 

70,227 

20,905 

93,941 

1,85,073 

1,01,195 

62,589 


Beads, Cowries, Coral, &c. - - - 

.IS, 151 

5,744 

55,531 

1,20,420 

56,222 

5,132 


Betel Nut - - - - . 

. 

- 

. 


2,025 

- 


Confectionery and Grocery - - - 

3.G37 

2,591 

6,610 

12,838 

2,459 

8,110 


Sugar, Sugar Candy. Cocoa Nuts, Sago, ) 
&c. - - - - - j 

3a3,129 

19,850 

7,40,373 

7,93,352 

32,258 

48,365 


Tea - - - . - - 

1,91,070 

17,505 

MO, 455 

3,19,030 

1,03,792 

93,034 


Coffee - - - - 

. 

- 


- 

2,365 

- 


Pepper .... 

23,413 

- 

- 

23,413 

10,736 

- 


Spices - - . . 

« 

- 

8,280 

8,280 

1,260 

2,676 


Cabinet Ware, &c. 

• 

- 

2,274 

2,274 

- 

- 


Copper and Copper Nails - - - 

3,039 

• 

- 

3,039 

58,754 

- 


Iron and Steel . - 

- 

- 


. 

3.169 

. 


Tin - ... - 

01,200 

• 

- 

61,200 

1,10,001 

14,283 


Tutenaguc • . , 

7,81,332 

22,801 

1,84,595 

9,88,728 

4,35,838 

30,095 


Ironmongery, Braziery, &c. 

7,!)l!» 

. 

2,195 

10,114 

13,480 

5,043 


Wine, Spirits, fkc. - - - 

16,307 

- 

323 

16,6311 

2,187 

’ 


Drugs - - 

3,31,300 

9,698 

4,11.497 

7,52,555 

3,87,127 

63,018 


Rattans - - . , 

4,47o 

. 

160 

4,635 

6,806 

. 


Woods - - . - 

1,224 

• 

- 

1,224 

7,008 

- 


Timber and Plank.s - - 

3,000 

_ 

- 

3,000 

- 

- 


Masts and Spar.s - - - . 

1.925 

. 

4,700 

0,091 


- 


Hemp, Conlage, &c. - - , 

Coir, and Coir Hope, N.f. 

- 

- 

. 

- 

3,139 

- 


Canvass and Vittrey 

- 

- 

- 

. 

1,304 

• 


Grain, Seeds, &c. - " % “ 

- 

- 

11,017 

11,017 

2,314 

- 


Wearing Apparel, Haberdashery, llo.sicrv, Mcr- ) I 
eery. Perfumery, &c. - - - j 

3,872 

2,090 

12.070 

18,032 

2,395 

9,572 


Woollens - - - - . 

- 

- r 

1,037 

1,037 

1,400 

. 


Elephants’ Teeth, Tortoise Shell, Bone, &c. - 

18,030 

- 

18,558 

36,588 

1,093 

- 


Vermillion - - . . 

1,07,908 

_ 

17,184 

1,26,092 

37,545 

. 


Wax, Wax Candles, &c. - - - 

• 




2,522 

. 


Jewellery, Silver Plate, 8tc. . 

7,874 


5,240 

13,120 

1,314 

5,576 


Clocks and Watches - - - 



. 

- 

- 



Skins and Hides . - - . 

2,813 



: 2,813 

. 



Glass and Earthen Ware - - - 

. 

. 

479 

479 

999 

1,824 


Provision.^, Oilman’s Stores, &c. 

17,999 

. 

0.250 

24,255 

25,605 

35,570 


Piece Goods, and China Petty Goods 

2,99,691 

- 

4,20.229 

7,25.920. 

2,25,450 

18,250 


Nankeens - - - - 

1,17,982 

23,058 

1,99,099 

3,40,139 

84,310 

50,461 


P.aw Silk - - - 

- 

2,751 

9,51,538 

9,54,289 

17,5.50 

- 


Wrought Silks - - - . 

- 

5,023 

- 

5,023 

- 

66,344 


Velvets - - - . 

10,610 

1,429 

• 

18,039 

13,579 

6,994 


Quicksilver - ... 

08,092 



08,092 

16,071 



Indigo - - - - 




. 

6,398 

» m 


Lead - . . . 



^ _ 

- 

. _ 



Cutlery and Hardware ... 

* « 

- 

475 

475 

„ _ 



Tobacco ^nd Snulf - . . 

- 

• 

1,089 

1,089 

. 

- 


Sundries - - . , 

21,266 

3,236 

t 

49,979 

74,481 

22,599 

11,300 


Total RiijK^es 

22,74,««S 

I,36v681 

.3.3,21,862 

57,33,148 

18,03,691 

iPUllll 
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and Bombay respectively, from China, in the following Years, (extracted from the Reports of 
and Bombay), exclusive of the Company’s Trade. 


16 . 

I 8 I 6 -I 7 . 

1817 - 18 . 

Bombay. 

Total. 

Bengal. 

Fort 

St. George. 

Bombay. 

Total. 

Bengal. 

Fort 

St. George. 

Bombay. 

Total. 

Rupees. 

Rupees. 

Rupees. 

Rupees. 

Rupees. 

Rupees. 

Rupees. 

Rupees. 

Rupees. 

Rupees. 

1,15,602 

2,79,386 

1,78,608 


1,905 

2,33,820 

4.14.333 

2,11,693 

80,434 

1,56,225 

4,48,352 

1,19,202 

1,80,556 

75 , .301 

. 

.. 

1,61,080 

2,36,381 

28,441 

23,604 

52,322 

1,04,367 


2,025 

13,594 

- 

- 

- 

13.594 

12,901 

- 

' “ 

12,901 

5,5;ui 

16.105 

6,390 

- 


10,121 

16,511 

14,145 

4,836 

2,821 

21,802 

8.7H,93f) 

9,59,559 

40,204 


1.220 

6,11,132 

6,52,556 

86,019 


8,68,465 

10,05,118 

87,094 

2,83,920 

2,98.642 

- 

- 

95,869 

3,94,531 


98,859 

3,23,171 

9,60,108 


2,365 

— 


— 

— 

— 

■SB 

— 

— 

— 


10,736 

3 1,039 

- 

- 

- 

34,039 

48,713 

- 

• 

48,713 

1,255 

5,191 

. 

. 


3.185 

3,185 

- 

2,261 

5,220 

7,481 

3,656 

3,656 


. 

. 

,3,819 

3.819 

1 . 31.7 

- 

6.745 

8,062 

4,665 

63,419 

63,156 

- 

- 

64,365 

1,27,521 


- 

- 

5,998 

9,850 

13,019 

12,318 

- 

- 

6,289 

18,637 


- 

- 

4,890 

7,8-19 

1,32,793 

1,56,879 

. 

- 

795 

1,57,674 

2.627 

2,816 

2,026 

7,469 

2,35,868 

7 . 01,801 

10,61,993 

- 

- 

3.40,796 

14,02,789 

16,45,548 

29,942 

4,60,266 

21,35,756 

6,829 

25,952 

1.5.818 

- 

- 

23.240 

39.058 

16,954 

10,610 

13,253 

40,817 

772 

2,959 

53.056 

- 

- 

5,249 

58,305 

15,941 

- 

4,264 

20,205 

1,07,857 

8,58.002 

3,74,010 

- 

- 

2,90,204 

6.64,214 

2,68,054 

82,015 

3,69,759 

7,19,828 

245 

7,051 

3,734 

- 

- 

607 

4,341 

19,958 

- 

582 

20,540 

455 

7,463 

- 


. 

104 

104 

4,370 

- 

293 

4,663 



7,153 

- 

- 

1 .087 

8,240 

38,612 

• 


38,642 

1 , 8-10 

1,840 

- 

•• 


122 

122 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

3,139 

20,154 

- 


- 

20,154 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

2,945 

- 

- 

- 

2,945 

— 

— 

— 

— 


1,364 

— 


— 

— 

*_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10,560 

12,904 

8,853 

- 

- 

13,7.33 

22,586 

4,274 

U 

5.989 

10,263 

11,768 

! 23,735 

13,908 

- 

- 

2-2,948 

36,856 

13,036 

13,844 

15;241 

12,121 

- - 

I 1,400 




!66 

i 166 


— 

— 

— 

22,177 

23,870 

1,443 

- 

. 

20,849' 

22.292 

4,751 

- 

6,760 

11,511 

40, 'Oil 

78,006 

20,097 


- 


20,097 

40,384 

1,040 

15,401 1 

56,825 


2,522 

10,002 

- 

- 

458 

10,460 

5,408 

- •• 

- 

5,408 

l!,4fi4 

18,354 

9.414 

- 

- 

4,810 

11,224 

16,912 

1,919 

9,935 

28,766 

2-25 

. 225 

- 

- 

- 

300 

300 

- 

- 

388 

388 



1,334 

- 

- 


1 1,334 

— 


— 

■ 

1.75.") 

4.578 

2,862 

- 

- 

1 4,954 

7,816 

4.099 

1,350 

3,909 

9,358 

7,47S 

68,713 

24,944 

- 

- 
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APPENDIX C. 

ENDEAVOURS of The East India Company to settle and 
prosecntt; Trade in the Eastern Islands and other Countries. 

BANDA— AMRO YNA — POLEROON-POOLO-AY— ROSYNG YN — LAU- 

RANTUCE— CERAM— MACASSAR— BATAVIA, and THE MOLUCCAS. 

Early Records. 'T'HE Island of PoLEiiooN or Pulo-Run was obtained by Cession to the English 
in i6oi. In 1619 it was seized by the Dutch, after they had murdered the 
English in Amboyna, the two Nations being at that Time in profound Peace- 
After many Representations to the States of Holland, it was the Subject of an 
Arrangement concluded in London in 1649, and received at Batavia in 1651, 
according to which this Island was to be restored to the English. It was not, 
however, formally given back to the English Nation till March 1665, and re- 
turned into the Harxls of the Dutch, by Capitulation, in December of the same 
Year, or early in 1666. 

In 1604, the English Company sent out their Second Voyage, under the Com- 
mand of Sir Henry Middleton, with Four Ships, of which Two obtained Ladings 
of Nutmegs and Mace, at BANb.t, and Cloves at Amboyna. 

In 1609, Captain David Middleton, in the Company’s Ship Expedition, pro- 
ceeded to Banda ; but, being refused Trade by the Dutch, sailed to Puloway. 

The Company, in 1612, enjoined a Settlemetit to be formed at Cambcllo, in 
Amboyna, which was done ; but the Company’s Servants were beaten out by the 
Flemings, in June 1614. 

In June 1615, the Crews of the Thomasine and Concorde were put in Posses- 
sion of Cambella Castle, by the Natives, but afterwards ejected by the Dutch. 
The Company’s Servants regained Possession in the next Year, but, in 1619, 
they were all murdered by the Dutch, under the Sanction of judicial Forms, after 
they had suffered the most cruel I’ortures. This I'ransaction became the Subject 
of the most formal Remonstrances between the two Powers, in Europe ; and by 
an Article (Twenty-seven) in the Treaty between the States General and the Pro- 
tector Cromwell, concluded in 1654, it was stipulated, that the States General 
should do Justice on those who had a hand in the murdering of the Englishmen 
in Amboyna, in case any of them are living. 

Some small Factories, which, it appears from Captain Keeling’s Journal of his 
First Voyage to Eastern Asia, and from other early Records of the Company, their 
Servants had established on Ceuam, Pulo-ay, Rosyngyn, and on Flores at 
Laurantuce, appear to have expired not long after the Catastrophe at Amboyna. 

•lOLUCCAS. 

In 1607, the Dragon and Consent, English Ships, proceeded from Batavia to 
the Moluccas, and were refused Lading by the Dutch and Spaniards. * 

With Macassar the English never appear to have had any other than a pre- 
carious Intercourse after the Year 1615, when the Factory they had established 
there was lost through the Contrivances of the Dutch; who, on the i8th No» 
vember 1667, concluded a Treaty with the King (afterwards known by the Name 
of the Bonay Treaty), by one Article of which he engaged to expel the Portu- 
gueze and English, and to admit Subjects of no’ European Nation, or their Am- 
bassadors, to enter his Country. . 

BA- 
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BATAVIA. 

The English had a Factory here in 1615, and in 1616 agreed to pay 700 Rials 
per Annum for Liberty to trade, but their Factory was burnt by the Dutch in the 
same Year, against whom they united with the King of Bantam in Hostilities. 
They also entered into a Treaty with the King of Jaccatra (Batavia) in 1719, 
and the Dutch surrendered their Fort. Batavia was for some Time after this the 
Seat of the joint Operations of the two Nations (Dutch and English), under the 
Treaty of 1619 ; but the Dutch obtained full Possession of Jiccatra by Cession 
from the Soosoohoonang Matteram in 1677, to the Exclusion of all other Eu- 
ropean Nations. 

At Bantam, the Company began to trade in 1601, and settled a Factory in 
1609, which was declared accountable only to the Company, and made a Pre- 
sidency in 1634. 

In 1635, the King of Bantam, whose Territories had been the Scene of Hosti- 
lities between rival Mercantile States, destroyed all the Pepper Trees in his 
Country, conceiving that the Pepper occasioned his Misfortunes. 

The Company continued in Possession of Bantam, as their chief Factory or 
Settlement in this Part of India, till 1662, when it was taken by the Dutch ; and 
was afterwards virtually yielded to them, with alL the other Possessions in this 
Part, by King Charles the Second, tmder a Treaty, by which the Dutch gave in 
Compensation aFi 00,000. 

In 1703, the English Government in India received Assurances of the Sultan 
of Bantam being weary of the Dutch, who were described as very watchful to 
prevent Correspondence between him and the English. 

The Pangeran of Lampoon,* in the King of Bantam’s Territories, was also 
desirous of the English making a Settlement there. 

But it appears from the Dutch Treaties, that they had entered into Engage- 
ments with all the Petty States in the Moluccas and in the Islands of Celebes, 
Banda, and Ainboyna, stipulating that those States should not trade with any other* 
European Power. , 


* SUMATRA. 

In 1608, the Company’s Ship, Ascension, proceeded to Priaman, on this 
Island, and obtained a Cargo of Pepper. 

In the Correspondence between 1616 and 1669, it appears that in 1616 Cap- 
tain Keeling addressed a Letter to the Sultan, with a View to open Trade ; that 
the Traffic of the Island was afterwards engrossed by the Dutch, who obtained 
and fortifted a Settlement at Padang, in the Centre of the Island, which they made 
their chief Residence ; and it was believed they would risk much rather than 
forfeit these Advantages. 

In 1685, Three Sumatra Rajahs arrived at Fort St. George, to treat of a Set- 
tlement and Trade. The Correspondence lasted,till 1688, when it was resolved 
to encourage the Trade on Sumatra by establishing Factories at Priaman and 
Indrapore. 

These Factories, with others which had been established, it was afterwards found 
necessary to relinquish, on account of the hostile Movements of the Dutch, and 
to confine the Company’s Pepper Trade (after the Erection of York Fort at 
Bencoolen) to that Settlement. The Company have since established several 
small Residences for the Collection of Pepper along the Coast, which have been 
upheld in Time of Peace and not abandoned till untenable in Time of War. 


Early Records, 
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* Lampong, on the Coast ol' l^umatra. 

4Q 


ACHEEN. 



Early Records 
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In 1601, Captain Lancaster arrived at this Place, charged with a Letter and 
Presents from Queen Elizabeth to the King. He established a Treaty of Com- 
merce, and left Factors, but did not obtain a Sufficiency of Pepper to load the 
Ships. 

In 16x3, the English Ships of that Year proceeded to Acheen, and were 
favourably received, and obttuned a Confirmation of the Privileges formerly 
possessed. 

In 1619, the French complained to the King of the English Trade interfering 
with theirs. 

In 1658, the Queen of Acheen made a Grant to the Company of Privileges 
of Trade, and a Factory was settled there in 1659. Mr. Henry Gary was sent 
to the Queen in i66i, when the Privileges were confirmed, the. Queen being 
desirous of the English Friendship. 

The Dutch about this Time took from the Queen of Acheen the principal 
Forts of Sumatra, over which Acheen claimed hereditary Sovereignty; and it ap- 
pears by the Dutch Treaties with the King of Maning-Kabue and the petty States 
which surrounded the Island, that the Queen of Acheen ’s actual Possessions were in 
a State of Blockade. The Trade appears after this to have declined. The 
Government of the Country is represented as bad, and the Pepper, which was the 
chief Object of Trade, as coming from another Part of the Island, (Lampong) 
which was subject to Bantam. 

When Bantam fell under the Dominion of the Dutch in 1683, it was pro- 
posed to revive the Commercial Connections with Acheen ; but Bencoolen was 
found to be much more convenient as a Commercial Entrepot for the Island of 
Sumatra. 

* 

In 1700, the ^’ort St. George Government wrote a Letter to the King of 
Acheen, desiring to renew former Friendship and ancient Privileges. 

Some Years afterwards this Government made another Attempt to establish a 
Settlement here, under the Conduct of the Honourable Edward Moncton, but was 
obliged to withdraw it. 


Secret Committee to the Gorernor General In 1781, the Company’s Settlement at Bencoolcn being 
and Council, 8tli Dm. 1781. presumed to be jn the Possession of the Dutch, Orders 

GM^ilSte? 26th Jan. 7784! p.' 5 & 6. to obtain a Settlement at Acheen. 

Mr. Botham, of the Fort Marlborough Establishment, was 
accordingly deputed to Acheen in July 1782 to ascertain the Practicability of the 
Measure, who on his Return reported unfavourably of the Project, in consequence 
of the Country being at that Time in the Hands of a Usurper, who had mur- 
dered the former King, engrossed the whole Trade of the Port, and refused to 
allow of any Settlement ; but consented to permit a Commercial Resident. 

Mr. J. Y. Kinlock was sent by the Bengal Government, as an Agent or Consul, 
to Acheen in January 1784, with a small Establishment, but without Force, 
instructed to assist any of the Company’s Ships that might touch there, and to 
Revision Letter, pursue such Other Measures as might further the Company’s Commercial Interests. 
1785. ’ The Establishment was abolished upon a general Retrenchment in 1785. 

In 1798, a Proposal was rejected for entering into a Treaty with the King of 
Acheen, the chief Object of which was to secure to him a Monopoly of the Trade 
of his Dominion!^ in return for a very small additional Supply of Pepper to the 
Company. 

Upon 
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Prince of Wales’ Island in 1805, their Attention was called 
to the best Means of securing the Port of Acheen against 
any hostile Power. 

In reply, the Government represented that Time as 
not unfavourable to a Settlement at Acheen, but that 
it could not be effected without a considerable Force 
of European as well as Native Troops, to maintain a 
permanent Fort there ; on which Account the Plan was 
given up. 

In 1 809 Mr.D.Campbell was sent from Bengal to Acheen, 
for the Purpose of obtaining preliminary Information re- 
specting the Physical Revenue and Commercial Resources, 

State and Character of the Government. His Reports were 
received in 1 8 1 1 , from which it appeared the Country was 
impoverished, and the King under the Influence of a 
Monsieur L’Etoile, at whose Instance he requested a Sup- 
ply of Arms and Military Stores. Mr. Campbell recommended the Establish- 
ment of a Military Force at Acheen, which was not acceded to. 

In 1813, the Country Ship, Annapoorany, under English Colours, was seized 
by the Acheenese, by virtue of an assumed Right tq restrict the. Trade to. all the 
Ports on the Coast of Sumatra. She was retaken by a British Ship. Other 
similar Complaints of Aggression arising. Captain Canning was sent to Acheen 
to adjust them ; but the King denied him Access, acting apparently under the 
Influence and Counsel of a British Subject, named Fenwick, who managed his 
European Correspondence for him. 

A Revolution in Acheen took place in 1817, and the King and Fenwick were 
driven to seek Protection at Prince of Wales’' Island. That Government imme- 
diately deputed Captain Court to adjust the Claims of the rival Pretenders to the 
Throne, and to make such Political and Commercial Arrangements with them 
as might be deemed proper. 


General Letter to P. W. I. 18th April 1805. 

Ditto 

18th Feb. J 807, 
7 a 9. 

Ditto 

from - 20th Mar. 1809, 

7 a 9. 

Ditto 

to - Jst Nov. 1809. 

7. 

Pub. from 

29th Jan. 1808, 
12, 13. 

Ditto 

1.0 th Aug. 1811, 
72, 74. 

Ditto 

to - 3d June 1814, 

78. 

Pol. Letter 

from Bengal, 27th Feb, 181 J. 

Ditto 

31st Mar. 1814, 

3 a 14. 

Ditto 

20ih Feb. 1815, 

1 a 5. 

Ditto 

3d Jan. 1817. 

Ditto 

to - 23d Mar. 1816. 

Letter from P. W. Island, 22d Jan. 18)8. 


BENCOOLEN. 

The Company’s Settlement at Bencoolen was established in 1685, and York Early Records. 
Fort built by the Agency of Benjamin Bloom, in consequence of the Loss of 
Bantam. It was considered as the Key to all the other Settlements on the Coast, 
but an unhealthy Place, and therefore difficult to get Persons to settle there. 

In 1687, Mr. Ralph Ord, the English Chief, was poisoned, at the Instigation 
of the Dutch. 

The Company had serious Thoughts this Year of withdrawing from Bencoolen, 
preferring Priaman or Acheen. 

In 1 694, the Factory was described as very prosperous. 

In 1695, the Coippany obtained by Grant from the Rajah the neighbouring 
Town of SlLLlBAR. 

In 1697, the Island of Sumatra was the Scene of Hostilities between rival 
Chiefs, in which the Company’s Government were compelled to take a Part ; 
and in 1698 it was proposed, as a Measure of Prudence, to withdraw all the 
Northern Factories to York Fort, which was ordered to be made defensible against 
a European Enemy. 

In 1700, Ihe Differences amoi^g the Natives were composed ; but a Garrisoi oi 
aoo Men was determined on for York Fort, with a view to protect the Company’s 
• • • Pro- 
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Early Records. Property. The Character of the Malays was described as jealous and fickle, which 

makes it a principal Business of the English to compose Differences ; otherwise 

the Pepper Plantations would be continually destroyed, and which must be Three 
Years before they could be brought again to Maturity. Some of the Malay Chiefs 
were engaged in a Plot against the Company in 1701. 

In 1703, all possible Encouragement was offered to some Chinese to settle/at 
Bencoolen, such as having a Captain of their own, as at Batavia ; but they could 
not be persuaded to settle. Bencoolen was this Year made independent of Fort 
St. George. 

In 1705, the Company lost the Governor, Three Civil Servants, and Forty-one 
Slaves, through the Unhealthiness of the Climate. All the Out-stations were 
therefore withdrawn to York Fort, when Mr. Jeremiah Harrison arrived in 1708, 
and found the Settlement in a very unprosperous State. 

In 1710, the Settlement was again placed under the Super intendance of the 
Government of Fort St. George. 

The Number of independent Rajahs gave rise to many Feuds and much Dis- 
traction. 

In 1719, the English Settlers were nearly extirpated by the Natives, who de- 
stroyed Ippoe, with the Resident, burnt Triamong Peggar (a small wooden Fort), 
and closely besieged Banthall. 

In 1721, Peace was restored; but not without great Loss to the Company. 

All the English Settlements on the Coast of Sumatra were destroyed by a French 
Force under Count D’Estang in 1760, but were afterwards restored, and still 
continue. 

In the Court’s Letter to Prince of Wales Island, dated the 18th of April 1805, 
(Para. 10.) it is observed, that Bencoolen in a Political and Commercial Point of 
View, had become of no Importance ; Pepper, its only Produce, being a losing 
Concern, could be better supplied from Prince of Wales Island and the Malabar 
Coast. 


JAPAN. 

Early Records, In 1613, the English first arrived in Japan, and concluded a Treaty of Com- 
p. 4 . 5 . merce with the Emperor, with Exemption from Duties. They established a 

Factory at Firanda, but received many Incivilities from the Jesuits, by whom they 
were described to the Emperor as Pirates and Rovers. 

In 1614, a great Massacre of Christians took place in Japan. 

151 . In 1616, the Company’s Servants were restricted in Privileges in Japan, and the 

Trade proved not to be so profitable as the Court had been informed it would be. 

igi. In 1619, the English and Dutch proceeded to Japan, and settled with the 

Emperor the Terms for trading. The Cruelty of the Dutch to the English was, 
in the same Year, a Subject of Complaint. 

490, In 1622, above 100 Persons, belonging to a European Ship, were put to 

* Death, for bringing Priests into Japan. 

561 . There was a Conspiracy against the Emperor of Japan discovered, in the same 

Year. 

580 . 605 . In 1623, the English at Batavia deemed it expedient to dissolve the Factory at 
Japan. 

593. In 1658, the Japanese murdered 17 or 1800 Christians. 

207. tin 1660, the Company’s Servants reported the Prospect of a Factory being 

established in Japan. Silk was considered the best Commodity to be sent thither 
from Bengal. 


In 
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In 1664 , the Dutch lost Three Ships out of Six, from Japan. 

In 1669, the Emperor of Japan would not sell the English House to the Dutch, 
expecting the Return of the former. 

In 1672, the Dutch had resided at Tonquin 40 Years, trading to Japan in 
Silk, and it was judged that an English Factory at Tonquin would not bear the 
Charges, unless it had Trade to Japan. 

The Importation and Exportation of contraband Goods were at that Time 
punished with Death in Japan. 

The Zante Frigate was dispatched to Japan this Year. The Dutch e3q}erienced 
much Difficulty from the arbitrary Conduct of the Government of Japan, and per- 
suaded themselves that neither the French nor English would be allowed to trade 
there at all. 

In 1673, the Japan Trade was considered valuable to the Dutch, who sent 
Eight SKps in one Year, Value 19^ Tons of Gold. 

The English Captain, Simon Delboe, on his Arrival in Japan in 1673, was 
questioned very particularly by the Magistrates of Naugasay, who sent to the 98 a 114 . 
Emperor for Orders relative to the English. Delboe was asked respecting 
European Wars and Religion. The Emperor ordered the English to depart, and 
refused all Trade with,them, on account of the King being married to a Daughter 
of Portugal. Delboe enquired whether, in case the Queen should die, the Eng- 
lish would be permitted to come to Japan, and received for Answer, that it was 
doubtful, with Expressions of Surprize at Marriages between Persons of different 122. 
Religions. 

In 1674, the Trade of Japan was engrossed by the King of Tywan. 

In 1675, Japan Copper was an Object very much desired, if it could have been 
procured. 

In 1676, some Encouragements held out by the King of Siam to trade with 
his Dominions ; considered important, as tending to produce a Trade with Japan. 

In 1682, the Company attempted again to obtain a Trade to Japan, by the 
Intervention of the King of Tonquin, but that Prince declined to afford his Me- 
diation, giving for Reason that he had no Correspondence with the Emperor of 
Japan. 

COCHIN CHINA. 

In 1619, the English at Japan made an unsuccessful Attempt to trade with Early Records. 
Cochin China. The Factors, both English and Dutch, were massacred. 

The English Residency at Batavia report to the Court in 1627 the continued 1627 . 
Measures of the Dutch to exclude the English Company from Commerce with the M. 18 . 24 - 
Continent and Islands of South-eastern Asia, particularly Siam, Cambodia, China, 
and Japan. They then detail some Information which they have received from 
Naukadars (Captains of Vessels) lately come from China, respecting the Eligi- 
bility of settling a Factory in Cochin China, in preference to any other Station 
on the Borders of China, because the Presidency were informed that that was the 
only Counfry with which the Chinese wer# allowed to trade freely. There was an 
uncontrolled Intercourse between China and Cochin China. , 

In 1695, Madras Government' sent Thomas Bowyear, as Supra-cargo of 
the Ship Dolphin, to Cochin Ctpna, with Instructions to request Commercial Pri- 
vileges for the English. Mr. Bowyear’s Letter to the Madras Government, dated 
30th April 1696, which gives a detailed Account of his Proceedings, represents Dalrymple’s AsiaUc 
various Inconveniences and Impediments to Trade to which Foreigners were there Repertory, vol. i. 
subjected, arising out of the arbitrary Character of the Gwemment of this P- 
Country. Bowyear was delayed a whole Season, and compelled to unload his 
Export Cargo, by the Mea^res of the Government. The Dutch, who had for- 
merly enjoyed Trade to this Place, had then been expelled 46 Years, in conse- 
quome of a Quarrel with the King, who had ordered their Factory to be destroyed. 

( 42 .) 4 R HostiUties 
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Hostilities also subsisting between Cochin China and Tonqtnn, no European 
was permitted to trade at the former who traded at the latter. (See Tont^uin.) 

After continuing some Time, Bowycar obtained Permission to hire a Facto^ 
at Foy Foe, and to come again and trade another Year; but did not obtain 
Liberty to establish a Factory, which was the Object of his Mission. 

In 1749-50, the French made an unsuccessful Attempt to open a Commercial 
Intercourse with Cochin China ; and in the latter Year, Mr. Robert Kirsop was 
there, from whose Report it appeared that the King and Nobles engroieed the 
Trade of the Country. 


Public Letter from Bengal, 20tb Mar. 1778. 

p.ii. 


Pub. Cons. 

Public Letter from 
Pub. Cons. 

General Letter from 


In 1777-8, the Captain of the Rumbold Country Ship, 
which had made a Voyage to Cochin China, reported 
favourably of that Country as a Mart for European Com- 
modities. He had brought with him Two Cochin Chinese 
Mandarins of considerable Rank, who were ^evented 
landing in thdr own Country by Stress of Weather, and 
were respectfully treated by the English at Calcutta ; in 
consequence of which Mr. Hastings, then Governor Ge- 
neral, deputed Mr. Chapman to Cochin China, to endea- 
vour to open a Commercial Intercourse with that Country. Mr. Chapman re- 
turned to Bengal in 1779, having failed in the Object of his Mission, and been 
in feet forced out of the Country, escaping with some Difficulty ; but laid before 
the Bengal Government a Narrative of his Proceedings, accompanied by valuable 
Geographical and Historical Memoranda. 


12th Feb. 1778, 
p.317. 
23d April 1778, 
6,7. 

30th March 1778, 
p. 637. 
14th Oct. 1780, 
48. 


A detailed Account of Mr. Chapman’s Mission will be found in the following 
Documents : 

Extract Bengal « The Governor General lav' before the Board the following Minute; 

Public Consult, the ■' ° 

30th March 1778. An Accident having brought to this Settlement Two Mandarins of Cochin 
China, the one a near Relation of the reigning Prince, the other a Man of con- 
aderable Rank, Humanity as well as Policy induced the Board to afford them 
every Assistance their Situation required, and to treat them with an Attention 
which might impress them with a favourable Opinion of the People they were 
come amongst, and to alleviate their Anxiety at being separated from their Country 
and Families. The proper Season fof their Return home is now arrived, and 
they are extremely anxious to set out : 1 have therefore not the least Doubt that 
the Board will concur with me in thinking it expedient to provide them with the 
Means. It is true, the Gentlemen in whose Ship they came hither, hav* fitted 
out a small Vessel, and offered to send them back. This was incumbent on them, 
and no more would have been necessary had they been Persons of less Distinc- 
tion ; but a greater Degree of Atttention,is, I think, due to the Relation of so 
considerable a Prince as the King of Cochin China. I would therefore propose, 
that the Amazon Snow be got ready for their Reception. I am induced to wish 
this for several Reasons — That the Vessel is at present unemployed, and may 
return from this Service in the Month of December — She will probably accom- 
modate the Mandarins — She m:^ be employed in a Service of Humanity, viz. the 
going in search of a Part of the Earl o^Temple’s Crew, Thirteen Mc^ of which, 
1 am credibly informed, still remmn on the Paracel Islands, opposite to Cochin 
China — She \nay be directed to make any Surveys, or proceed on any other Ser- 
vice the Board may deem necessary The French Chief of Chandemagore, 
sensible of the Importance of these People, has,^I am told, made them an Offer 
of a Vessel to return in. 


The above, though I think them sufficient, are not my only Motives for 
proporing to send the Axaaaxm. 

“ The Owners of the Vessel which brought^ the Mandarins, have- acquainted 
me, that they understand from them, as well as other Channels, that great Ad- 
vantages may be reaped from a Commercial Intercourse with Cpchin China, aqd 

wishing 
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wishing to avail thcmsdves of the present favourable Opening for establishing a 
Trade with that Countiy, th^ propose sending a Vessel and Cargo, and earnestly 
request that a Person may be d^uted, in a public Capacity, i 1 om this Government, 
with the Mandarins, as a Security to their Property, and to procure the Sanction 
of the Ruling Power of Cochin China to their future Undertakings. 

** The Advantages are represented to be — the extending the Sale of Europe 
Commodities, su^ as Iron, Lead, Copper, Cutlery, Glass Ware, and Broad 
Cloth, together with various -Manufactures of Bengal, to the Cochin Chinese, but 
more particularly to the Chinese Junks ; and the procuring Returns in Gold, 
Silver, Pepper, Cinnamon, Cassia, Elephants Teeth, Aquila Wood, and many 
other valuable Articles, to the great Benefit of this Country, and which may in 
the course of Time assist the Investment to Europe. 

“ The .Company have always had in view the Encouragement of a Tfade with 
the Chinese Junks. This was Mr. Dairymple*s Object, when he proposed the 
Settlement at Balambanjam, and it was this allured the Company to incur so con- 
siderable Expence as they did there. It is not now intended to subject them to any 
Charge whatsoever, except the trifling one of maintaining a single Gentleman as 
Resident in Cochin China, which Measure it is hoped may be productive of many 
of the Advantages expected from the Prosecution of that unfortunate Scheme. 
I am informed that 70 or 60 Junks resort to the single Port of Turon in one 
Season, and that the Trade is the chief Support of the- Town of Macao. That the 
Country itself produces the several valuable Articles above mentioned is evident, 
not only from the printed Accounts of Travellers who have visited it, and from the 
Testimony of living Witnesses now in Calcutta, but from Samples of some of them 
in the Possession of Gentlemen who are desirous of venturing their Property in 
the Undertaking. 

“ Cochin China is peculiarly happy in its Situation for Commerce. Possessing 
a large Extent of Coast of its own, it is within five Days Sail of Canton ; haa the 
Philippines laying opposite to it ; the great Island of Borneo, the Molucca and 
Banda Islands a few Degrees to the South-east, with Siam and Malacca to the 
Westward. Its many excellent Harbours would afford a safe Retreat to our 
Indiamen when they might be so unfortunate as to lose their Passage either to or 
from China, instead of being obliged to keep the most tempestuous Seas with 
great Risks to the Ships and Cargoes. 

« 

**. Satisfied, from the several Particulars above recited, that Advantages may 
accrue to this Country, as well as to the British Nation, from an intimate Inter- 
course with Cochin China — that making the Experiment will be attended with 
but a trifling Expence — that there may never offer an Opportunity equally 
favourable with the present — and that tbe Arrival of these Mandarins may 
awaken the Curiosity of foreign Nations, which it seems has already been the 
Case, from the Offer made by the French Chief of sending them back. I think 
it therefore a Measure both prudent and politic to seize the present Occasion, and 
to endeavour to form some Kind of Commercial Alliance with the ruling Power 
of that Country, calculated to secure to the English superior Privileges to the 
French or others ; and for this Purpose I propose, that a Person be sent, in a 
public Capacity, with the Mandarins, to investigate the real State of their Country, 
its Sources for Trade, and to discover what Connection can be made with It ad- 
vantageous to Bengal ; and that he be like'mse vested with Powers, should he find 
the State of Things answer the Expectations formed of them, and agree with the 
Accounts which have been given, tp form a Treaty of Commerce on the Part of 
this Government with that of Cochin China. 

(Signed) Warren Hastings. 
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** The Govewor Genenl recommends Mr.- Charles Chapman to be 
appointed to accompany the Mandarins, and to perform the Services 
■ specified in his Minute at Cochin China, and proposes that the 
Captain of the Amazon be put under the Orders of Mr. Chapman. 

** Agreed and Resolved, That Mr. Chapman be allowed, during the 
Course of the present Service, i,ooo Rupees per Annum. 

** Agreed, That Mr. Totty, Assistant Surgeon, be appmnted to attend 
Mr. Chapman, vrith an AUowance of his usual Pay, Gratuity, and full Batta 
for tins Service. 


** A Narrative of a Voyage to Cochin China ; together with a Sketch of the 
Geography of that Country, and some Particulars of the Manners, Cus* 
toms, and Histcny of its Inhabitants, by Mr. Chapman. 

“ It may not be improper, before I give an Account of this Voyage, to mention 
the Circumstances which led me to the Undertaking ; the Reasons urged for the 
Prosecution of it ; and the Advantages expected to be derived from it. ^ Having 
stated these leading Points, I shall proceed with a brief and faithful Detail of the 
Transactions in winch I was engaged, from the Time of my Arrival on the Coast 
of Cochin China, to tW of my leaving it ; intersperring it with some Observa- 
tions on the Country, its Inhabitants and Productions. 

In the Month of February 1778, Two Mandarins* of Cochin China were 
brought to Calcutta in a Country Ship, called the Rumbold. The Novelty of 
tins Qrcumstance excited the Curiosity of the whole Settlement. It was re- 
ported to Governor General by Messrs. Croftes and Killican. These Gentlemen, 
who I believe, were either the entire Owners of the Vessel, or partly concerned in 
it, likewise acquunted *him, that tbrir visiting Bengal was accidental, and had 
hs^pened in the following Manner : The Rumbold being destined on a Voyage 
to China, her Owners in consequence of some very favourable Accounts of Cochin 
China, had directed the Commando’ to touch on that Coast in his Way back. 
He went to the Bay of Turon, and durmg his Stay there, Application was made to 
him by Senhor Lorico, a Jesuit Missionary, for a Passage for himself to Bengal, 
and for Two Mandarins of Distinction, related to the Royal Family. They wished 
to be landed at Donm, the most Southern Province of Bengal, whither the King 
had retired, on account of an Invation of the Northern Provinces by the Ton- 
quinese, and a Rebellion which had broken out in several of the Midland Provinces. 
Tbe Conunander having beard that Senhor Looco was highly esteemed by the 
Natives, and bad behaved with great Humanity to the Officers and Crew of the 
Admiral Pocock Indiaroan, when driveq into Turon Bay by Stress of Weather, 
in the Year 1764, compli^ with his Request. He soon after weighed anchor, 
intending to land the Mandarins at Donai ; but a strong Current and a violent 
Gale roming <», forced the Ship so for to the Southward of that Province, that 
be was unable to make it, and he was obliged to bring all his Passengers to 
BengaL 

■** The following Morning the Mandarins and Senhor Lorico were introduced to 
the Governor General, by whom they were received with the greatest Attention 
and Humani^, and re-assured by Expressions of Good Will, necessary to give them 
Confidence in the People they were come amongst. They were given a House, 
Servants, and every Necessary j they were shewn every thing curious in the Settle. 


* Maodarin ia a Portuguese Word, derived from tbe Verb “ Mandar*' to command. It is totally 
unknown amongst the Chinese, the Cochin Chinese, and Tonquinese : The Word used by aU 
those Natiow ibr a Person in Authority is '* Quan." * 
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ment ; and treated in such a Manner, that the 'lime they passed amongst us proved 
highly agreeable to them. 

• 

“ The Mandarins remained in Bengal till the Middle of April. In the Interim, 
Messrs. Croftes and Killican had equipped a small Vessel, of between 70 and 80 
Tons Burthen, to carry them back. Some Days before the Time fixed for their 
Departure, I was requested by Mr. Croftes to suggest to the Governor General 
how acceptable a small Present from him would be to the Mandarins. This I took 
the first convenient Opportunity of doing; and he was not only pleased to acquiesce 
in it, but also signified his Intention of sending something handsome to their King, 
and desired that I would consult Messrs. Croftes and Killican upon what Articles 
would be suitable for this Purpose, and that I would bring him a List of them. 
While we were adjusting this Matter, our Conversation naturally turned upon 
Cochin China. In the course of it, these Gentlemen expatiated upon the Advan- 
tages which might accrue to Bengal, and to the Company, it a Commercial 
Intercourse was opened with that Country ; enumerated the several valuable 
Commodities it produced, and expressed their Wishes that the present iavourable 
Occasion might not be neglected of forming a Connection with the Government 
of it. Pleased with the Hopes of distinguishing myself, I declared that I would 
readily undertake the Voyage, if the Supreme Council should think it proper to 
send me in a Public Capacity. Some Conversations I had afterwards with these 
Gentlemen, their communicating to me some Papers relative to the Country, with 
the Accounts given by the Commander of the Rumbold, and the Assurances of 
the Mandarins, confirmed me in my Resolution of undertaking the Voyage; and 
I made the Proposal to the Governor General ; I requested that he would be 
pleased to speak to Messrs. Croftes and Killican on the Subject, and the Repre- 
sentations these Gentlemen made both to the Governor General and other Gentle- 
men of the Supreme Council, brought them to approve of their Plan. The 
Amazon, a small Snow belonging to the Company, was ordered to be made ready 
for the Accommodation of the Mandarins. The Companions of my Voyage were 
Mr. Bayard, a Gentleman of the Company’s Service, Mr. Totty, a Surgeon, Cap- 
tain Maclennan, Master of the Amazon, and Captain Hutton, Master of the Jenny. 

“ The End proposed by my Appointment was the Establishment of a Commercial 
Intercourse between the Company’s Settlements in India and Cochin China, and 
the Attainment of such Privileges and Advantages to our Vessels importing thither, 
as we might find the Covernmeiy; disposed to CTant. The Benefits hoped from 
this Intercourse was the larger Exportation of the Commodities of Europe and 
India to that Country, and the Importation of its valuable Productions in return. 

“ Having thus explained the Inducements to this Voyage, I shall proceed to a 
Detail of the Transactions which occurred in the Prosecution of it. 

I' ^ 

" The Amazon having fallen down to Budg-Budge, I embarked the 1 6th of April, 
with the Principal Mandarin, and Five or Six of his Attendants. The other, by 
his own Desire, went on board the little Vessel first prepared for them both. She 
sailed* a few Days before us, and was to rejoin us in the Straits of Malacca, from 
whence she was to accompany us during the Remainder of the Voyage. We had 
on board some Specimens of the Commodities of Europe and India, by which we 
might judge what would be most in request in the Country we were bound to. 
Bad Weather, and the want of a Sloop, did not permit us to dismiss our Pilot 
until the 29th, when we were obliged to send him on Shore at Ballasore. Exactly a 
Month after this, we anchored at Malacca, and sailed from thence the 2d of June for 
Tringano, a Malay Port on the other Side of the Peninsula ; w'e reached it the 12th 
following. Here Mr. Hutton informed me of the Death of the Mandarin, liis Pas- 
senger, which happened a few Days after leaving Malacca. This Accident gave me a 
good deal of Concern, as he was a sensible, steady, well-behaved Man, and 1 relied 
much on hin^ for Assistance amongst his Countrymen. We found at this Place 
( 42 .) 4 S Thirty 
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Thirty or Forty Natives of Cochin China, whose Vessel had been driven ofl their 
own Coast, and wrecked near Tringano. According to the Policy of the Malays, 
they were become their Slaves, and their Effects the Property of tlie Rajah ; they 
gave our Mandarin some Information relative to the State of his Country after his 
leaving it, but indistinct and little to his Satisfaction. I endeavoured to procure the 
Release of some of these poor People, and was not a little surprised at a seeming 
Backwardness in them to accept it. During our Stay here, I was spoken to by the 
King’s Brother (the King being absent) concerning the Company’s establishing a 
Factory at Tringano j and I heard on my Return to Malacca, that there had been 
a Letter sent to the Supreme Council with this Proposal. This Complaisance 
arises from the King’s Apprehensions of an hostile Visit from the King of Rio, 
and from a Desire of extending his Territories by means of the Company’s Assis- 
tance. If it were thought worth while to settle in any Part of the Peninsula of 
Mallay, a more eligible Situation than Tringano might be found. Some Months 
in the Year this is a dangerous Lee-shore, and inaccessible to Shipping. I do not 
think that Establishments can be made by us with any Advantage among the 
Mallays.* At Tringano they purchase annually Two hundred Chests of Opium, 
some White Goods, a small Quantity of Iron and Copper, and a few other Arti- 
cles of little Note ; for these Things they give in Exchange, Pepper, Gold Dust, 
and Tin j the latter Article is not the Produce of the Place, but carried thither by 
Mallay and Bugges Prows. 

“ Our Stay at Tringano being prolonged a Day or Two, that we might furnisii 
ourselves with a good Store of Refreshments, as wc expected bur scanty Supplies 
at Cochin China, we did not weigh anchor till the 17th. The 20th wc came in 
sight of Pulo Ubi. The next Night we anchored close to it, and the lollowdng 
Day found ourselves in the Latitude of 8“ 35. N. which must have been nearly 
the Latitude of the Point of Cambodia, as it then bore West of us ; it is laid down 
by our Geographers and Hydographers 10 or 15 Miles more to the Northward. 
Pulo Ubi is a small Island, seen from a great Distance, and situated exactly on 
the Eastern Extremity of the Gulf of Siam. My Intention in taking this Route 
was, that we might have an Opportunity of coasting the Southern Shore of' Cam- 
bodia which is but little known j of entering the Western Branch of the great 
River which separates that Country from Cochin China, where 1 expected certain 
Accounts of the State of that Country; and of procuring an Interview with the 
King, who was said to be at Donai, the Southernmost I’rovince. 

II 

“ We were but a little more than Two Days going from Pulo Ubi to Cambodia 
River. The Point of Cambodia, as well as the whole Coast from thence to the 
Mouth of the Western Branch of the River, is covered with Underwood, and 
exceedingly low. The Water is so shallow, that, at the Distance of Five or Six 
Miles from the Shore, we rarely had more than Four Fathoms. Although the 
Commander of the small Vessel, our-Consort, made repeated Attempts, he could 
never approach the Shore nearer than within Two or Three Miles. Few Inhabi- 
tants appeared, and only Two Boats near the Entrance of the River. Our Boat 
was sent to speak to them, but they being poor Chinese Fishermen, they coukl 
not understand our Cochin Chinese Linguist. 

“ The a4th of June, we anchored in sight of the Mouth of the West Channel 
of Cambodia River, between Three and Four o’clock in the Afternoon, in barely 
Three Fathom Water, a strong Ebb-tide setting out : the 'Fide to the Westward 
had been observed the preceding Evening to rise I'wo Fathoms and a Half ; it 
therefore certainly behoved us to be on our guard against its falling as much : 
the Captsdn was apprised of this by his Officer, but he making light of it, the Tide 


♦ It is only a few Years since the Presidency of Fort St. George attempted a Settlement at 
Acheen, under the Conduct of the Honourable Edward Moncton, but were obliged to with- 
draw it . 
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by Six o’clock left the Vessel fast aground j but as she lay in soft Mud, our 
Situation was by no means dangerous. The Captain made sail as soon as the 
Vessel floated, in a dark Night, uncertaih whither a rapid Tide might drive 
us. The Vessel grounded a Second Time j and when the floating Tide relieved 
her from this, still a Third 'Hme. Here, or on some other Part of the Shore, I 
expected we must have left the Vessel ; her Head was only in a Fathom and a 
Half of Water, and her Stern was beating upon a Sand as hard as a Rock. The 
Boat with the Chief Officer and most of the Europeans was now sent to sound ; 
during their Absence the Water rose to Two Fathoms and a Quarter ; the 
Amazon drew Twelve Feet ; 'the Flood-tide was fully made. Anxious after our 
Boat, wc made Signal after Signal for it to ritum ; and when it did, the Report 
of the Officer was far from satisfactory, having met with Shoals all around. There 
was now the Appearance of a hard Squall coming on ; the Man with the sounding 
Line warned us there was but a few Inches, more than the Vessel drew; and it 
being the Top of high Water of a Spring-tide, we had no Prospect of further 
Relief. Happily, however, we increased the Depth, and the Squall coming on, 
presently drove us into Five Fathoms, where we dropt our Anchor. 

'■ Alter the Fatigue and Anxiety which we suffered the preceding Night, we 
were hapjiy to devote this Day, the 25th, to Repose. 

“■ The 26th, I went on board the Jenny, which lay at a considerable Distance 
from oiir Vessel, near the Mouth of the River. The Commander acqoaintedme 
he had rent his Boat into the River for Intelligence, and proposed to me to stand 
in and meet it. Having no Objection, he weighed his Anchor* as soon as we 
opened the First Reach, we perceived a Vessel at anchor, and the Boat making 
towards us : we continued our Course in a good Channel of Three and Four 
Fathoms Water, as fra* as the Tide would permit us. By the Officer who went in 
tile Boat, wc learned that the Vessel in sight was aPortugueze Snow from Macao ; 
(h;-' ihefe was another higher up at a Village called Bathai ; and that a Ship had 
hi: tlic River Seven or Eight Days before. Mr. Moniz (a Portugueze Gentle- 
man i b; lore mentioned to have accompanied the Mandarin to Bengal), who went 
on board the Portugueze Vessel, acquainted me, that he heard from the Com- 
mander, that the Rebel Ignaack had carried every thing before him in Cochin 
(ihina ; tliat the King having fled to Pulo Condore, had been taken theie, and 
put i.1 l icari: ; .and that his Brother had fallen into the Hands of the Usurper, 
who obliecil him to marry hi» Daughter. 1 afterwards found <hat his Brother 
was the elder of the Two Sons left by the late King ; but that Quick Foe, the 
Prime Minister, who had acquired an unbounded Influence in the latter Part of 
I he Reign, had married his Daughter to the younger Prince, and contrived, upon 
the Deadi of the old King, to place lus Son-in-Law upon the Throne. This, with 
the Minister’s unpopular Measure of irnposing a Poll-tax upon all the Native In- 
liabiianis, of whatsoever Age, Sex, or Condition, was the Cause of the Troubles 
whicli br«kc out in the interior Provinces, and furnished a Pretext for the Ton- 
quintsc to invade the C'ountry ; for when the At my entered the Northern Pro- 
vinces, they declared their Designs 10 be solely bent against the Perso'n of the 
Minister, whose Mal-administration had involved his Country in a Civil War, and 
jiroinised, upon iiis being delivered up to them, to assist the King in subduing all 
!iis other Enemies; 1 he young King, instigated by the Enemies of this Minister, 
blindly fell into the Snare, and thereby proved to have acted as politically as the 
Sheep who delivered their Dog to the Wolves. Quick Foe, though a bad Man, 
was allowed to I c a Man of Abilities, and by the Discerning esteemed the only 
one capable of making head against the Dangers that now threatened the King on 
all Sides. Sensible of this, the Tonquinese, as soon as he was delivered into their 
Hands, treated him with the utmost Deference, and made use of his Knowledge to 
possess themselves of the Country- They immediately laid siege to Flue, the 
Capital, and took it; the King fled to Donai ; from thence to Pulo Condore, 
where he was taken, and put to Death. The Minister was carried to Tonquin, 
where he was allowed to enjoy aii honourable Retreat. 
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“ The next I returned on board the Amazon, to prepare a few Necessaries 
to go up to Bathffl in the Jenny, and desired Captain Hutton to wait for me where 
he was. Early in the Morning I set out, accompanied by Mr. Bayard and 
Mr. Totty : on approaching the Mouth of the River, 1 perceived the Jenny run- 
ning out with the Portugueze Snow. Expressing my Surprize at this, 1 found- 
Captain Hutton had received Intelligence that some Persons he had left at Turon 
the Year before, had been put to Death by Ignaack, and that 20 or 30 of his 
Gallies were then cruizing in a Branch of the River, Two Days Sail from Bathai. 
Unacquainted with the. Force of these Galleys, and having too much Reason, 
from the Information, to suspect Aeir hostile Disposition towards us, especially 
if they were apprized of our having a Relation of the late King on board ; and 
the Amazon being deemed to draw too much Water, and built too sharp to be 
brought into the River, I thought it most prudent to drop my Design of proceed- 
ing to Bathai. Understanding, however, that there was still a Party of the King’s 
People making head against Ignaack in Donai, it was determined to proceed thither, 
in order to place our Mandarin and his People amongst their Friends. Captain 
Hutton having received what Instructions the Portugueze Captain could give him 
respecting the Passage (no Pilot being to be had), was to lead the Way we were 
to follow : these Points adjusted, I returned on board my own Vessel, and the next 
Morning we sailed. 

“ The First of July we anchored under a Promontory, supposed to be C'.ape 
St. James, about a Degree and a Half distant from the West Channel ol Cambodia 
River. This was the first high Land on the Continent we met with. Here again we 
were all at a Stafld, nobody being able to point out the Road to Donai : the Mandarin 
and his People, never having been there, could give us no Information. Vexed 
at my Disappointment, I determined to go on shore myself in our riunace, and to 
endeavour to gain some Intelligence. Mr. Bayard and the Stc nd OlHcer ac- 
companied me : I took Two of the Mandarin s Servants as Linguists. When we 
reached the Beach, I sent the Linguists on shore, keeping every body else in the 
Boat ; after some Time they came back, leading Two or rhree of the most 
miserable looking Objects I ever beheld, upon the very Point of perishing with 
Hunger and Disease. The Linguists telling us we might land in safety ; we did so. 
These poor Wretches acquainted me that they belonged to a Village hard by, in 
which were left about Fifty more, much in the same Condition as themselves ; that 
a Fleet of Ignaack’s, in its Way to Donai, which it was now blockading, had. Two 
Months before, 'paid them a Visit, and plundered them of the scanty Remains 
left by a horrid Famine, supposed in the preceding Year to have carried off 
more than One Half of the whole Inhabitants of Cochin China; and that 
they had nothing to cat now but a Root thrown up by the Surf on the 
Beach, which caused them to break out in Blotches all over their Bodies ; it was 
shaped something like a sweet Potatoe, .but longer. I was now no longer at 
a Loss to account for the Indifference the Wretches I saw at Tringano shewed to 
my Offer of procuring their • Release ; they w-ere not possessed of'» sulficient 
Patriotism to prefer Liberty with so scanty a Fare in their own Country, to 
Slavery with a full Belly in a foreign one. "There is no Slavery in Cochin China. 
On perceiving the Mouths of Two or Three Rivers to the N. W. and asking their 
Names, they told me one of them led to Donai. Several more of these Objects 
were now gathering round me ; distressed at this Scene of Misery not in my 
Power to relieve, I hastened to board my Boat, and took with me an old Man, who 
appeared the most intelligent, to inform our Mandarin of all he knew, and to 
enable us to determine what was next to be done. 

“ A comfortable Meal having cheered up the old Man’s Spirits, he had a long 
Conversation with his Countryman ; the Result of which was, that a Village called 
Huttien, a few Hours sail from where we then were, having resisted the Attacks 
of Ignaack’s Fleet, the Mandarin was desirous of going to it, hoping to get some 
satisfactory Intelligence of his Friends : thither we bent our Course, the old Man 
serving as a Pilot ; the next Morning we anchored abreast of it. A Number of 
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“ Having sent the Mandarin of the Village Notice of our Intentions, early in 
the Morning some Boats came from the Shore to conduct us to the Landing-place. 
Our Mandarin’s Servants, who went on shore the Evening before, and staid all 
Night, came with them, and gave their Master a favourable Account of the In- 
habitants. They also brought on board with them a Man who had former!^ 
served as a Soldier under the Mandarin’s Command. He seemed transported with 
Joy on recognizing his old Master. After Breakfast we set out, the Soldier sit- 
ting at the Mandarin’s Feet ; and during our Passage towards the Shbre, he re- 
counted to his Master the Particulars of Ignaack’s Succfesses, the King’s Death, 
and how the People of this District had repulsed the Rebel Fleet. He acquainted 
him, that the King’s Brother, whom they called Antoine, dissatisfied with his 
Wife, and the Restraint he was kept under, had found Means to escape from 
Ignaack, and was gone in Arms with a considerable Force into Benthoan. Yet, 
before the Boat reached the Shore, our Mandarin was seized with a Panic, which 
I never could learn the real Cause of, and desired me to put about and return to 
the Vessel. Unable to conceive his Motives, his own Servants assuring me there 
was no Cause of Apprehension, we continued our Course till the Pinnace came 
into shallow Water and could proceed no further. Here we were preparing to 
get into a Country Boat, when the Mandarin caught hold of my Clothes, earnestly 
entreating me to desist, crying out “ Tyson ! Tyson !” which is the Name the 
Adherents of Ignaack go by in the Country. Mr. Moniz seeing this, offered to 
go on shore to learn who the People really were ; Mr. Bayard accompanied him. 
They soon came back, with the principal Mandarin of the Village. He came 
into our Boat, and invited our Mandarin on shore; the Soldier offered to remain 
an Hostage, an^ to forfeit his Head if any Harm befel him. All was insufficient 
to remove his Fears ; he still cried out, louder than ever, to put back. Find- 
ing his I’imidity not to be overedhte, 1 asked the Mandarin of the Vessel to go 
with us to see our Vessel ; he did not hesitate. After he had been on board a 
short Time, he complained of being very sick ; I therefore dismissed him, first 
making him a small Present. 

“ We then left the Village of Huttien, and continued our Course along shore 
Six or Seven Days, and anchored at a fishing Village near Pulo Cambir de Terre, 
to enquire for Water and other Refreshments; but the Water there being very 
brackish, one of our Fishermen offering to pilot us to Quinion, where Plenty of 
good ’ijfater and fresh Provisions might be had ; we accordingly proceeded thither. 
No sooner did our Mandarin learn that we intended to touch at Quinion, than he 
rushed from the Cabin in a most distracted Manner, and threw himself at my 
Feet, when he informed me that Quinion was the Province in which Ignaack re- 
sided, and that its Harbour *, to which we were going, was the Rendezvous of his 
Fleet. It did not however prevent me from proceeding, as I knew that the 
greatest Part of Ignaack’s Force was to the Southward. We continued our 
Course, and the 13 th July we anchored in the Bay. The Coast, in many 


Fishing Boats hovered about the Vessel, but kept aloof till Two of the Mandarin's 
Servants were sent to them in a small Prow : they then came, to the Number of 
Fourteen or Fifteen. Our Mandarin sent a Message to the Chief of the Village 
by them. The People in these Boats were stout personable Men, and had not the 
least Appearance of Want amongst them. Every Boat was well furnished with 
Bows and Arrows, Swords and Lances. In the Afternoon, the Mandarin of the 
Village sent his Complimehts to our Mandarin, with a Present of Beetle, and 
apologized for not waiting upon him in person, on account of his being much 
indisposed. Our Mandarin being so well satisfied, that he determined to go on 
shore next iMorning ; myself and the other Gentlemen promised to attend him. . 


* Qunioii, or Chinchen Bay, is an excellent Harbour, where Vessels may b& perfectly sheltered 
from every Wind ; the Entrance is very narrow, and the Want of a sufficient Depth must oblige 
£>hips ol large Biythcn to wait till high Water to go in. It is situated in Lat. lib 52” N. 
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Mr. Chapman's Places highly cultivated, had now a most delightful Appearance j the Lowlands 
Narrative. planted 'With Paddy, and the Hills with Pepper to their very Tops. 

“ Here we found Two Portugueze Snows ; and the Supercargo of One of them 
coining on .board a little before we anchored, I understood from him that vip had 
nothing to fear j on the contrary, that IgnaacL himself was exceedingly alarmed at 
our Arrival, and would be well satisfied to find that we had no hostile Intention 
against him, which he was in dread of, from what had happened last Year at 
Turon. This Dispute arose from the Rebels attacking and taking a Boat, con- 
yeyipg Military Stores from an English Ship to the Royal Party. The King’s 
Party having received a signal Defeat while the Ship lay in the Harbour, the Man* 
darins fled on board for Protection, and induced the Commander to undertake to 
carry them to Donai, by promising to indemnify him for the Loss when he arrived 
there^ How they were disappointed and brought to Bengal, I have before related. 
As soon as we anchored, I sent a young Man, who served me as a Writer, on 
%hore, with my Compliments to the Mandarin in charge of the Fort, to acquaint 
him that the Vessel belonged to the English Government of Bengal, and that our 
Business in Cochin China was to settle a friendly Intercourse and Commerce between 
the Two Countries. In the Evening he returned with a very civil Answer from the 
Mandarin, purporting that he should immediately send Notice of our Arrival to the 
hang (Ignaack), and that in the meantime we were welcome to furnish ourselves 
with Water and all other Refreshments the Place afforded. Next Day the Man- 
darin himself came on board, and brought me a Present of a Hog. Ever after 
he visited me daily during our Stay. He was a jolly Man, of between 50 and 60 
Years of Age. By his Desire, I sent my Writer on shore to go with him to the 
King’s Brother, who lived near, to whom I sent a Present of a Piece of Muslin, 
Two Pieces of Chintz, and some Bottles of Liquor. On his Return, he acquainted 
me that he had been graciously received, and assured me that the Kmg was exceed- 
ingly well disposed towards the English, and would not fail to treat me with the 
most honourable Distinction; and that the King’s Son-in-Law, who was his Prime 
Minister, would come down to see me in a few Days. 

He accordingly arrived the 16th, and the next Morning, having received an 
Invitation, I landed to make him a Visit. We were met on the Beach by the 
Mandarin of the Port, who conducted us to a large Straw Shed, which he informed 
me was his House, where his Highness was waiting to receive us. On each Side 
of the Entrance were drawn up Twelve of his Guards, dressed in Blue Linen, and 
a kind of Helmet on their Heads, made eitherof Leather or of Paper, lacquered 
over, and ornamented withTlowers and Devices of Block Tin, as were the Hilts 
and Scabbards of their Swords, so that they made a regular if not a itiartial Ap- 
pearance. On our Entrance we found a young Man of a pleasing Aspect, seated 
cross-legged upon a low Table. He rose on our Approach, and pointed to .some 
Chairs which were placed on each Side,of him for our Accommodation. After a 
few ordinary Questions on his Side, as — Whence we came ? — What had brought 
us to Cochin China ? — How long we had been on our Passage ? &c. — I acquainted 
him I was Servant of the English Government in Bengal, to which the Vessel I 
came ‘in belonged ; that my Business in Cochin China was to settle a friendly 
Intercourse and Commerce between the Two Countries, which I made no doubt 
would be for the Advantage of both. I then desired to know, whether he was 
authorized to inform me upon what Conditions such Commerce could be ca rried 
on to the Forts in their Possession ? Instead of answering me, he desired to know 
what Presents I had brought for the King, and whether I intended to go to Court ? 

I told him, I would go, if the King sent me an Invitation, and carry such Presents, 
with me as I hoped would be acceptable. I presented him witjh a Pair of neat 
Pistols, and some Pieces of Cloth, &c. I could now get him to talk of nothing 
but Presents. Before we parted, I applied to him for the Use of a Straw Hut 
near the Watering Place ; he told me he was not authorized to grant it. He then 
informed me he should return to Court the next Day, and invited me to accompany 
him. I begged to be excused, as I wished, before I set out, to receive an Invitation 

from 
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from the King. He appeared rather hurt at this, fearing I suspected he had not 
Authority to invite me. I observed that his Refusal of so mere a Trifle as a Hut 
to live in, which I offered to pay for, was almost sufficient to doubt it. Soon after 
I took my Leave, when he assured me he would desire his Father to send me an 
limitation without Delay ; and as for a House, I might take any one 1 chose in the 
wirce. 

“ Three Days after I received a fermal written Invitation and Safe-conduct from 
Ignaa<ck ; it was brought on board with great Ceremony by several Mandarins. 
They desired the Colours might be hoisted on the Occasion, an Umbrella raised 
to open it under, and that I should stand up to receive it ; all these Requisitions 
being complied with, it was opened, read, and presented to me. The Mandarins 
did not fail hinting to me how exceedingly happy the Bearers of this distinguish- 
ing Mark of their Royal Favour would be to receive some Token of Acfaiow- 
ledgment for their I'rouble. Having treated them with a Desert of Wine and 
Sweetmeats, 1 dismissed them satisfied, first settling with the Port Mandarin to 
be on shore next Evening, sleep at his House, and set off the next Morning for 
the Royal Residence. He engaged to have a Palanquin ready for me. Horses for 
the Two Gentlemen and my Writer, who were to be of the Party, and Coolies to 
carry the King’.s Presents and our own Necessaries. 

When his Invitation was explained to me, 1 was much surprized to find 
that His Majesty should think it incumbent on him to account to me how he 
became possessed of his present Dignities. It began by setting forth, “ That the 
" late King of Cochin China and his Ministers having, by their Oppressions, 

starved the People, it had pleased God to make him the Instrument of their 

Deliverance, and to raise him to the Throne,*' &c. Our poor unfortunate 
Mandarin, who was now on board incog., and, the better to conceal himself, dressed 
in an English Dress, his Beard shaved, his Teeth cleaned, and, what distressed 
him most of all, his Nails reduced Three or Four Inches, desiring to see the 
Paper, told me, with Tears in his Eyes, that the Seal affixed was the ancient 
Seal of the Kings of Cochin China, wliich the villanous Possessor had stolen j 
that the Reasons he assigned for seizing the Government were false ; and that he 
alone was the sole Author of the Calamities his Country had and still experienced. 
He conjured me not to trust myself in his Power, for I should never return. 

“ Pursuant to my Agreement, however, with the Mandarin, we went on shore the 
22 d of July, in the Evening. He, together with several others, received us upon 
the Beach, and conducted us to his House. When it grew dark, we were enter- 
tained by a Set of dancing Women : These Ladles differed little in their Perform- 
ance from those of Hmdustan. The Music consisted of a kind of Pipe and 
Tabor, Castinets, and an humble Imitation of the Violin. About Ten we retired 
to Supper upon our own Provisions. Mats and Cots were provided for our Repose. 
About Eight in the Morning we commenced our March, my Companions on Horse- 
back, and myself in a silken Net, extended at each End by a Piece of Ivory about 
30 Inches long, through several small Holes, in which passed the Threads it was 
woven with, which being collected together, formed a Loop, by whicTi it was 
suspended to a Pole in the Form of a Hammock ; over the Pole was a Pinjaree 
of fine Mats covered with painted Paper : It requires but Two Bearers, for with 
that Number I was carried Fifteen Miles in the Day without changing. Our 
Road at first lay along the Banks of a considerable Rivef, till we entered a well 
cultivated Valley, which appeared encompassed on all Sides with high Mountains. 
In this Valley wc passed through Three or Four'prctty Villages pleasantly situated, 
in which, as well as on other Parts of the Road, were Public Houses, .where Tea, 
Fruits, and other Refreshments were sold to Travellers. At Noon we alighted at 
one of them, and partook of a Dinner, which consisted of Fowls cut into small 
Pieces, dressed up with a little Greens and Salt, some Fish, &c. We left the 
Village about Four in the Afternoon, and in the Dusk of the Evening reached 

another. 
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Mr. Chatman’s another, which was within an Hour’s Ride of the King’s Residence j here we staid 
Narrative. during the Night. 

Early in the Morning we pursued our Journey through the Paddy Fields, and 
at 8 o’clock came in Sight of the Fort his Majesty resided in. The East Front, ^ 
a Gate of which we entered, extended about Three Quarters of a Mile, and was 
merely a straight Stone Wall, in many Places much out of repair, without Guns, 
Embrazures, flanking Towers, or any other* Requisite to make it a Place of 
Strength. It is sufficient, however, for the Purposes of its Possessor. I was in- 
formed it was a Square, and that the other Sides corresponded with the one we 
entered at. When we came to the Gate, we waited Half an Hour in an Hovel 
the Gate and Wall were entirely without Guards, and the Ground within laid out 
in Paddy Fields. We then proceeded on about Half a Mile, when we alighted at 
the House of the King’s Son-in-Law, where we staid about Half an Hour, and par- 
took of some Beetle. He then conducted us to a House near his own, which he 
said was allotted for our Residence. He requested to see what we had brought 
for the King, which we shewed him. The King, he said, would grant us an 
Audience next Morning ; afterwards he took his Leave. 

« 

“ By Six o’clock next Morning, a Message was brought us, that his Majesty was 
ready to receive us. We then attended our Conductor for near a Mile, till we 
came in sight of the Palace from an Eminence ; here we were desired to dismiss 
all our Attendants, and to leave our Swords, as it was never permitted to any body 
to enter into the Presence with Arms. These Preliminaries adjusted, we advanced 
towards the Palace : in the Front were drawn up Two Ranks of Men, consisting 
of loo each, with Spears, Pikes, Halberts, &c. of various Fashions, with some 
Banners flying, and from within appeared the Muzzles of J'wo long Brass Cannon. 
In the Middle of a gravelled Terrace, in front of the Palace, was laid the Presents 
I brought. As soon as we ascended this lerrace, the Mandarin, our Conductor, 
told us to make our Obeisance in the same Manner as he did, which consisted in 
prostrating himself Three Times with his Forehead to the Ground. 'Phis Mode 
of Salutation, however, appearing to us rather too humiliating, we contented our- 
selves with making as many Bows, after the English Fashion. We mounted 
Half a Dozen Steps to the Apartment his Majesty and his Court were assembled 
in ; it was open in the Front and at the Sides, the Roof tiled and constructed in 
the Cochin Chinese Fashion, supported by fine Wooden Pillars, the back Part 
waiuscotted j against this was placed theThrone, which rose J\vo or Three Steps above 
the Floor of the Apartment ; anti on the Eminence stood an 4nn Chair, painted 
Red, and ornamented with the Heads of Dragons, in which the King sat, having 
before him a smaU'Table covered with-a red .Silk Cushion, wrouglit with Gold 
Flowers, for him to lean upon. On each Side the Throne was placed a Chair 
in one was seated his Brother, the other was empty, and, as I understood, belonged 
to another Brother, who was then at Donai. Several Rows of Benches were 
behind these, and upon them were seated the Mandarins, according to their Rank. 
The King was clothed in a Robe of Silk of a deep yellow, upon which Dragons 
and other Figures were wrought in Gold ; upon his Head he wore a Kind of close 
Cap turned up behind, the Front ornamented with some Jewels, and on the Top 
of it was a large ted Stone, through which passed a Wire, raising it a few Inches, 
which shook and spangled as he moved himself. The Mandarins were, many of 
them, clad in Gowns of Silk of different Colours, adorned with Dragons, and 
their Caps with Flowers of Gold or Gilt. Round their Waists they wore Girdles, 
some of which were covered with scarlet Broad Cloth, fastened with Clasps of 
Gold, and decorated with Cornelian Stones, set in the same Metal. Upon the 
whole, their Appearance was a fine one ; and although th? Scene wanted many 
of the Requisites which constitute Grandeur and Magnificence amongst other 
Eastern Princes, as a Profusion of Jewels, Carpets, Attendants, &c. the Regularity 
and Decorum observed here, presented one with some adequate Ideas of a power- 
ful Sovereign surrounded by his Court. In the Front was placed a Bench for me 
and my Companions, where we were seated next to the King’s Son-iiF-Law. 

“ I then. 
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“ I then, through the Interpreter, addressed myself to the King, telling hjwi 
that ** I was a Servant of the English Government in Bengal, from whence I had 
“ been deputed, to settle a Commercial and Friendly Intercourse with the Inhabi- 
“ tants of Cochin China.” He said “ that the Fame of the English Exploits at 
“ ^ea had reached him, and that he had heard they exceeded all other Nations in 
** the Number of their Ships, and excelled in the Management of them ; but they 
** made an ill Use of the Advantage ; for he had also been informed, that they 
** indiscriminately attacked and plundered whatsoever Vessels they met with : 
“ that he was very willing to permit the English to trade to his Ports, and hoped 
“ that they in return would not molest his Galleys, Boats, or other Vessels.” 
I replied “ that the First Part of his Information, respecting the Power of the 
“ English by Sea, was strictly true ; but th^latter was absolutely false, and must 
“ have been insinuated to him by those who were jealous of our Prosperity, and 
wished to give him an unfavourable and unjust Opinion of us. That the English 
“ were at the present Time at Peace with all foreign Nations j and that their 
“ Ships resorted to almost all the Parts in the known World, where their Mer- 
“ chants were renowned for their Probity and the Fairness of their Dealings.” 
He then acquainted me, that the English might trade to his Ports j and after some 
Explanation, it was at length settled, that for Vessels of Three Masts 7,000 Quans 
should be paid (they allowed us Five Quans for a Spanish Dollar), for those of 
Two Masts 4,000, and smaller ones 2,000 Quans each. 


Mr. 


“ His Majesty soon after withdrew to his private House, where we were shortly 
afterwards requested to attend him : divested of his Robes and Cap of State, 
and having on a plain Silk Jacket, buttoned with small Diamonds, and a Piece of 
red Silk wrapped round his Head in the Form of a Turban, .here our Conversa- 
tion was general : he began with repeating his good Intentions towards the English, 
and how desirous he was of connecting himself with us — that although, to save 
Appearances before his Council, he had mentioned a Sum of Money to be paid by 
our Ships for the Liberty of trading, yet to procure the Friendship of the English 
Nation he would never exact it from them, but would shew them every Indulgence 
in his Power. He enumerated the Articles produced in his Country, as Pepper, 
Cardemoms, Cinnamon, Agula Wood, Elephants Teeth, Tin, and many others, 
which he said the Ignorance of his People prevented them from making the most 
of ; and that for this Reason, as well as for instructing his People in the Art of 
War, he earnestly desired that the Governor of Bengal would send him some 
capable Person. 

“ He then disclosed some of his future Designs to me ; they were no less 
than to subdue the Kingdom of Cambodia, with the whole Peninsula, as far as 
Siam, and the Provinces belonging to Cochin China, to the North, now in the 
Hands of the 'J’onquinese. To effect these, he wished for the Assistance of 
some English Vessels; in recompence* for which he would make them such 
Grants of Land lor Settlements as they might think proper. 

“ 1 promised him faithfully to report what he had said to the Governor 
Genecai in Bengal. He particularly requested, amongst other Things, that I 
would procure a Horse to be sent him, cost what it would, by the fir^t Vessel to 
Cochin China, of a Bay Colour. After being treated with Tea and Beetle, we 
took our Leave. In the Evening he sent me Three Papers ; one, sealed with the 
Great Seal of the Kingdom, set forth the Conditions upon which English Ships 
were to trade to his Dominions ; the other Two were lealed with a smaller Seal ; 
one describes the Horse, &c. ; the other contains his Licence for visiting any of his 
Ports. 

“ The next Morning we set out on our Return to the Vessel. We reached 
Quinion the same Day (July 26), and in Two Days after sailed for Turon. 
Upon the Road coming from Court, we were passed by His Majesty, who was 
going, on aedbunt of some bad News from his Fleet at Donai, to perform a 
(4<i>.) 4 1 ) Sacrifice 
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Sacrifice at a Temple situated in the Bay our Vessels lay in. He travelled in a 
neat Palanquin, distinguished by its being red, which Colour no Subject is allowed 
to use in Dress or Equipage. The Ceremony, I was informed, consisted chiefly 
in bowing bis Head to the Ground, and sacrificing a Buffalo. 

“ Ignaack himself is allowed to have Abilities, but these are ill seconded by 
the Mandarins who govern under him ; they are all low illiterate Men. Famine, 
and its Attendant, Pestilence, have destroyed one Half of the Inhabitants of the 
Country. Shocking are the Accounts of the Methods taken by the Reminder 
to preserve a miserable Existence : at Hue, the Capital, though in possession of 
the Tonquinese, and better supplied than any other Place, human Flesh was 
publicly sold in the Market. • 

“ The Force of Ignaack by Land is very inconsiderable, and so deficient in the 
Military Art, that I may safely aver that 300 disciplined Men would rout hi^ 
whole Army. His Marine Force, consisting of a few Gallics and some Junks 
seized from the Chinese, is almost as despicable. Finally, his Government is 
held in the utmost Detestation ; yet the Spirits of the People are so broken by the 
various Calamities they have been afflicted with, that they want ('oura<>;e to resist 
it eflnectually. Many of his Soldiers, and almost all principal People I met with, 
openly declared to me how reluctantly they submit, and expressed their Wishes 
that the English would take them under their Protection ; assuring us, that upon 
the least Appearance of a Force, the whole Country would lly to join them. 

“ About Two Degrees to the North of Quinion lies an Island called Pulo 
Canton, and between Thirty and Forty Minutes North of liiis. another, named 
Pulo Campella ; the latter possesses a convenient Place for tin Ships to am hot 
in, and other Advantages. Upon the Continent, opposite to this Island, is tin 
Entrance of a River, by which the Junks go up to Failu, and there i. a Branch cd 
it which falls into the Harbour of Turon. 

“ We anchored in Turon Bay the 2d of August. Having obtained Permission, 
I hired a House in the Village of 'I'uron. There are the Remains of several 
large and good Houses here, which had been destroyed in liie late Trouhle . 
The Land in the Neighbourhood of the Village was cultivated w ith Rice, Brinjalls. 
and some sweet Potatoes. I'he Country farther back seemed entirely neglected ; 
covered, however, in several Places with Groves of Oranges, Limes, Jacks, 
Plantains, and Bamboos, in most of which *were the Kemains ol Dwelling 
Houses. When I had been here Three or Four Days, the Mandarin who governs 
the Province of Cham on the Part of Ignaack, came down the River, attended 
by Four Gallies, rowing between 40 and 50 Oars each, and laiuletl at a House 
on the opposite Side to where I lived ; the same Day he sent to know when lie 
should wait on me. I chose, howev(;r, to be first to make this Compliment, and 
crossed the River in one of his Gallies for that Purpose. He received me in 
great Form, himself seated on a Bench placed on an Eminence ; the inferior 
Mandarins and Soldiers, to a considerable Number, placed on each Side of him. 
This being the Mandarin with whom the Dispute had happened the pre^ceding 
Year, (after presenting him the Passport 1 had received from the King), 1 begged 
he would inform me how it bad arisen, and the Cause of his Severity to the 
People who had fallen into his Hands. He replied, “ That the Commander of 
“ the English Ship had been prevailed on by some Mandarins of the former Go- 
“ vemment, then in Arm* at Turon, to assist them with Men and Arms, and that 
“ the Ship’s Boat being sent up the River with them, had been attacked by his 
“ People, and taken; that some of the Crew were killed, some juntped into the 
“ River and were drowned, and some fled into thi Woods, where they perished 
“ with Hunger.” He then gave me a Licence for trading, strictly enjoining all 
Persons to pay for what they purchased, and in nowise to molest or ill-treat us. 
After he had given me w Invitation to visit him at Faifo, 1 took my Leave, and 
he returned the same Night. . ' 

» 'Pht 
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“ The 13th I set out for Faifo. At one of the Places where we stopped to give t^hapman’ 
an Account who we were, we found ourselves under a high Mountain, Part • of N arrativ e, 
which impended over the River, and it seemed ready to tumble and bury us 
under its Ruins. It was a large Mountain of white Marble, situated on a low 
Plain close to the Water Side, unconnected with any of the distant Hills. We 
could perceive several Cracks and Holes in the Body of the Mountain, and round 
it were lying some vast Fragments. The Eye, in wandering over it, presented the 
Fancy with the Ideas of Pillars, Houses, Towers, &c. Near it were a few Huts 
inhabited by Stone-cutters. I did not see any other Specimens of their Ingenuity 
than Pestles and Mortars of different Sizes. On our Arrival at Faifo, we were 
surprized to find the recent Ruins of a large City *, the Streets laid out on a 
regular Plan, paved with flat Stone, and well-built Brick Houses on each Side. 

But alas ! there was now little more remaining than the outward Walls, within 
which, in a few Places, you might behold a Wretch, who formerly was the 
Possessor of a Palace, sheltering himself from the Weather in a miserable Hut of 
Straw and Bamboos. The Temple^ and their Gods, however, were no further 
molested than in being robbed of tneir Bells, which were seized for the Purpose 
of being coined into Money. After taking some Refreshment at Faifo, I set 
out for the Residence of the Mandarin, which was within an Enclpsure formed 
by driving strong Stakes into the Ground, intermixed with Bamboos growing, and 
for some Distance round it short-pointed Bamboos were driven obliquely into the 
Ground, as if designed to keep off Cavalry. The House was spacious, partly 
consisting of Brick, and partly of Thatch and Bamboos. This Mandarin was 
almost as well attended as his Master, Ignaack ; several of his People were well 
dressed, and had Swords in their Hands ; the Hilts and Scabbards were orna- 
mented witli Plates of beaten Gold. My Conversation with the Mandarin was 
but short ; I was informed that he was an illiterate Man, and had the Character 
of being cruel and oppressive.! I staid only one Day, and returned to the 
Vessel, being now the i5fh of August. 

“ On my Arrival on board the Amazon, I was visited by a Portugoeze Merchant 
just come from Hue, the Capital of Cochin China. He told me, he was charged 
with a verbal Invitation to me from the Tonquinese Viceroy, to proceed thither 
and dispo.se of any Articles of Trade we might have remaining. Having previ- 
ously dispatched iny Writer and Mr. Moniz with a Letter to the Tonquinese 
JVI^ndarin, requesting his Favour, and hearing that there was but a small Depth of 
Water upon the Bar of the Hue River, I proposed to the Commander of the 
Jenny to go in his Vessel, \vhi«h might give him an Opportunity of disposing of 
his Investment. He consented ; and leaving the Amazon in Turon Bay, I em- 
barked, with Mr. Bayard, the 18th of August. We anchored in the Bay of Chimay, 
whicli is the Boundary of the Tonquinese Possessions ; here 1 was mer by my 
Writer, accompanied by a .Mandarin, named Ong-ta-hia, with an Answer to my 

c 

It vvus takcMi and destroyed by one of Ignaiiek’s Generals. liefore that, it was a Place of 
vtTY great Trade, and furnished Oargocs of Sugar, Cinnamon, Pepper, &c. to Hundreds of Junks, 
which resorted thither from all the Sea-coasts of China and Japan. 

f The following Instance of almost unparalleled Cruelty and Perfidy was related to me at Faifo. 

“ There was a certain distant Relation of the Royal Family, who lived in disguise in that Part of 
“ Cochin China possessed hy the 'J'onquinese, with whom this ift^ndarip had some Acquaintance. 

“ He made It a IVeience to send him a pressing Invitation to come and reside under his Protection, 

“ with his Family and Dependants ; not only assuring him of personal Security, but promising 
“ liim his Frii lulsliip. The poor Man, deceived hy these s[x»cio«s ProfesKsions of personal Regard, 

“ set out with his his Children, and t he rest of his Family, to a considerable Number. 

“ When arrived in I’uron Ray, he procured an expeditious Conveyance to the Mandarin's Resi- 
“ dence, leaving his Familv to follow^ him in their Boats. He was received by the Mandarin ap- 
“ parently with the highest Marks of Satisfaction and Regard. They partook of a Repusi 
“ together, and, w hen it was finished, the Mandarin told him bis Attendants would conduct him 
“ to a House he had prepared for his Reception ; but he had no sooner passed the Threshold. 

“ than he was seized by his Soldiers, and had his Head iminediately severed from his Body. Ik 
“ then embarked in one of his Galleys to meet the Family. As soon as he had reached tliei: 

Boats, he cj|psed the Women and Children to be bound together, and thrown into the River 
“ seizing all thev had brought with thum for his own Use.’* 

• Letter, 
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Letter, containing the Permission of the Viceroy to proceed to Hue. When we 
came to the Entrance of the River, the Mandarin stationed there came on board 
in a Galley, with a Number of Soldiers, and undertook to pilot the Vessel in. 

“ Two Days afterwards I proceeded up to the Town. Towards the Sea, the Land 
was sandy and barren; but on advancing, the Scene gradually changed, the 
Lands put on every Appearance of Fertility, and we saw the Husbandmen on the 
Banks busied in Cultivation. Abreast of the Town, Twenty-five Chinese Junks 
were at anchor ; innumerable Country Boats were passing and repassing ; and the 
Shore was thronged with People. We landed at Ong-ta-hia’s House ; it was the 
Resort of the Chinese, as his Office consisted in reporting the Arrival of their 
Junks, and procuring them their Clearances. The next Day we visiteil the Vice- 
roy. He resided at the Palace of the Kings of Cochin China, Six Miles higher 
up the River than the Town I landed at. The Abbe Raynal informs us its Cir- 
cumference is a League, and the Walls of it planted with Thousands of Cannon. 
This Description is certainly heightened : I visited it several Times myself, and a 
Person who accompanied me found an Oppoil^unity of e.\amining the whole. The 
Fortification is an oblong Square, the greater Sides extended about Half a Mile, 
the lesser Two-thirds of that Distance. It is formed by a retaining W^all, behitid 
which a Rairfpart of Earth lo or 1 1 Feet high was thrown up, with Steps rising 
to a convenient Level for the Discharge of missile Weapons. It had mr Embra- 
zures, the Guns being pointed through a kind of Port-holes made in the Bottom 
of the retaining Walls. The Number mounted was about 6 o ; the largest Nine- 
pounders. For Six or Eight Feet without Wall, short pointed Bamboos, from 
Six to Twelve Inches long, were driven obliquely into the t’> round ; beyond these 
was a Ditch Eight Feet wide, and as many in depth, fenced with Bamboos growing, 
which was succeeded by another Space with pointed ones driven in the Ground, 
and the whole encompassed by a low chequered Bamboo Rail. The tiround 
within the Fort was divided by a Number of Brick Walls, meeting at Right 
Angles, and forming Squares. Some were allotted to the holding Markets, others 
to Granaries, Quarters for the Soldiers, Stables for Horses, Elephants, See. 'The 
whole was much out of Repair. 

“ The Palace deserved the Name of a good lower-roomed House. The 
Building was laid out in spacious Verandahs and private Rooms. In One of 
the Verandahs I was introduced to the Viceroy ; I found him swinging in a Net 
Hammock, extended between One of the Pillars and the Wainscot of the Inner 
Apartments. He was a venerable old Man, about Sixty '/ears of Age, Silver 
Beard, and most engaging Manners. His Dre.ss was plain and simple, consisting 
of a loose Gown of black glazed Linen, with large Sleeves, and black Silk Cap, 
and Sandals on his Feet. I acquainted him with my Business in Cochin China, 
much in the same Terms I had made use of to Ignaack. I then requested he 
would receive the Present I brought him as a .small Token of my Respect. He 
then descended from his Net, and seated hSmself upon the Ground. He approved 
of my Proposal to form a Commercial Intercourse with his Nation, and would 
promote it all in his Power. He then enquired several Particulars respecting the 
Nation I belonged to; as our Force by Sea and Land, our Commerce, Customs, and 
Religion. He also examined our Hats, Swords, and other Parts of our Dress 
very minutely. He then. requested us to partake of a Repast, consisting princi- 
pally of minced Fowls, Vegetables, Pork, Buffalo Beef, Fish, Rice, Sweetmeats, 
Tea, Spirits, &c.' ; during which several War Elephants were brought into an Area 
fronting the Verandahs, where some Figures representing Soldiers were placed in 
Ranks ; these the Elephants attacked with great Fury, seized them with their 
Trunks, tossed them in the Air, and trampled them under their Feet. Some 
Soldiers were employed in shooting at a Butt with long Matchlocks, which had 
Swivels and Three legged Stands to fire them on. After a Renewal of his 
Professions of Friendship and Regard, we stood up to depart ; he ordered all the 
Mandarins who were with him to attend me to the General’s, to whom it was 
necessary he said I should make a Visit whenever I came to him } li? then forced 
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Mr. Chapman’s 
Narrative. 


“ A Month elapsed in mutual Intercourse of Civilities. I had hitherto resided 
in the House of Ong-ta-hia, but finding it inconvenient, 1 made repeated Applica- 
cations to him for a separate one; he as often evaded complying ; and by his 
underhand Influence prevented my firing one. He was afraid, should he suffer 
me to remove from under his own Eye, some Parts of the unreasonable Profits he 
hoped from his Connection with us, might escape him ; and his Unwillingness to 
discharge the Amount of his Purchases that he had made from us may be con- 
sidered as the first Causes leading to the Troubles we were afterwards involved in. 
As 1 found this Man was the particular Agent of the Eunuch, 1 made him several 
considerable Presents, but all inadequate to the satisfying his Rapacity. 

“ The latter End of September the Rains were so heavy, and the Floods came 
down with so much Violence from the Mountains, that almost the whole "1 own 
was overfic.'wed in one Night, during which the Nt>ise made by the rushing of the 
Water throtu.h the Streets, and the Cries of the People removing their Effects, was 
horrible and alarming beyond Idea. In the Morning great Numbers of Boats 
W'ere parsing in the Streets. Notwithstanding these Floods happen several Times 
during the periodical Rains, few Precautions are taken by the Inhabitants to 
secure thtmselves agg^nst the sometimes melancholy Consequences; and the 
Govcrnrui\t is so absurd as not to allow an upper-roomed House to any one but 
their Sovereign. 

“ Attention to our Health obliged me to be urgent with Ong-ta-hia for his 
Coo'sent to remove to a drier Situation ; and the Application apparently reconciled 
him to it ; it was only in Appearance ; for the Three Days after, a young Man 
who with his Father served me as Linguists, complained to me that he had been 
severely beaten by Ong-ta-hia for being instrumental in my leaving his House, 
'fhe following Day I was warned by the same Person of his going to put to Death 
I'wo of my People. I immediately hastened to his House,, accompanied* by 
Mr. 'J'ottv, and found them busied in binding a poor sick Frenchman and a 
Cook belonging to Captain Hutton to the Pillars of the House. Ong-ta-hia was 
standing with a drawm Sword, and foaming at the Mouth with Passion. I requested 
to know the Reason for such Conduct, but he replied not, and withdrew : I after- 
wards found it was in consequence of some trifling Dift'erence between the French- 
man and a Woman in the Bazar who sold Eggs. The Doctor and myself released 
the Prisoners without any Opposition, promising that they should, nevertheless, _ 
be delivered up to the Viceroy, for an Investigation of their Conduct ; which being 
done, a Decision was given ii> our I'a’/oiir, No Redress, however, was to be ob- 

. (4^?.) . 4 X talncd. 


our Acceptance of Two Ingots of Silver as an Equivalent for the Present (a Gold 
Repeating Watch set with a few small Diamonds, Emeralds,) I had made to him, 
and we departed. Attended by a numerous Train of Mandarins, who marched 
before and behind us in Ranks, we presented ourselves at the Gates of Quan-jam- 
quen, who is an Eunuch, and Commander in Chief of the Fleet and Army. Half 
an Hour elapsed ere we were ushered into a large Hall ; we seated ourselves upon 
some Chairs placed for us before a Rattan Screen, from behind' which a shrill 
Voice called our Attention to the Object of our Visit. He did not however 
become visible till the common Questions were passed, and I had acquainted him 
with the Reasons of my coming to Cochin China. The Screen was then turned 
up, and a glimmeiing Light, diffused from a small Waxen Taper, disclosed to our 
View not the delicate Form of a Woman the Sound had conveyed the Idea of, but 
that of a Monster, disgustful and horrible to behold. He was sitting in a kind of 
boarded Shrine, in form like a Cloaths-press. He was short in Stature, which 
was however amply made up to him in bulk ; and I may venture to affirm he mea- 
sured an Ell over the Shoulders. Great Flaps hung down from his Cheeks, and his 
little twinkling Eyes were scarcely to be discerned for the flat Folds which formed 
deep Recesses around them. He hardly appeared civil, and received my Present 
with Indifl'trence. In my subsequent Visits I found he was a great Pedant, and 
valued himself much on his Knowledge of Books. 



( •) 


[Appendix C. 

Mr. Ciiapinau's tained. About this Time I received a Letter from Captain Maclennan, acquaint* 
Narrative. jjjg mg that the bad State of his Health had led him to resolve on bringing the 

Vessel up to the Mouth of the River, that he might land and try the lieneiit of 
a Change of Air. 

“ I was exceedingly sorry that Captain Maclennan’s Heajth should render so 
imprudent a Step necessary : I was convinced it would alarm the Government. 
I hastened to the Viceroy and Eunuch, and acquainted them with the Cause of 
her Approach ; notwithstanding which a Parade of Guards was made, and a 
Number of Precautions taken. 

“ The Amazon anchored at the Mouth of the River. The Captain came on 
shore, but in such a Situation as to preclude all Hopes of his Reci)vcry. Having 
been given over by our Surgeon, he tried the Physician of the Country. All was 
in vaiti, and Captain Maclennan breathed his last the ad of October. The yth of 
the same Month was fixed for his Funeral, and early in the Morning we assembled 
to attend it. The Portugueze Burial Ground, where I purchased Permission to 
deposit his Remains, was at the Distance of Seven or Eight Hours Journey. The 
Beauty of the 'Country round this Spot was not to he equalled by that of any I 
had before seen in the East. 

** The Behaviour of the Chinese had latterly been very suspicion*;. On my first 
Arrival they supposed I was come with a Force to avenge the Wrongs done to 
the English Ship the Year bpfore, by the Mandarin commanding at Turon, and 
seemed to vie with each other in supporiipg any Designs 1 might have, either 
against the Tysons or the Tonejuinese thcm.selves, from the Hope of coming in for 
a Share of the Plunder, which would compensate tlicm for the Looses t!iey had 
before sustained. Disappointed by the repeated Declarations of my Intc'ntioris 
being entirely pacific, they were afraid it would prove to them rather detrimental 
than otherwise. An Alteration in their Behaviour to us soon became evident. 
They represented to the Mandarins that the Engli''it were come to dejirive them 
of their Country, and invented a Nuinber of Falsities the most absurd and 
groundless. I was frequently warned that they •intended to plunder us. Our 
Lives and Property were equally at their Mercy. My 1 louse wa^ perj)etually filled 
with Mandarins, sent to hear and adjust these fabricated Grievances, from 
whence there was no other Way of dislodging them than by Presents; this in the 
End only proved an Inducement to fresh Parties to visit me, and something or 
other was daily devised to give me Trouble. I avoided every tiling I could that 
might tend to Altercation. When I represented my Case to the Viceroy, he 
referred me to the Eunuch, and only regretted his Want Power to alFoid me 
Redress. From the Eunuch, whose Province it was to adjust all liicsc Dili'ercnces, 
an Accumulation of Injuries and Insults was all 1 could procure. 

• 

“ Things continued in this disagreeable Situation till tlie beginning of November, 
nie Monsoon beat with great Violence on the Coast, and our Prospect of getting 
away, which we anxiously looked for, wa.s still distant. A few Days after the Vessel 
anchored in Hue River, the Mandarin we brought from Bengal left her, and retired 
amongst some of his Relations who lived in disguise at a short Disiajice from Town. 
From the Time of my Arrival in Cochin China, I continued to receive the .strongest 
Proofs of the Gratitude and Attachment of this poor Man, and it will presently 
appear that we were indebted to him for the Preservation of our Lives. 

“ From the Beginning of October I received frequent Hints that the Government 
had treacherous Designs against usj that the Eunuch, our declared Enemy, had 
brought over a Majority of the Council to his Measures.’ On the yth of Novem- 
ber, as myself and Mr. Totty were sitting at Breakfast, a Messenger came in from 
our Mandarin, and" desired to speak with me immediately. He tolti me that his 
Master, alarmed at the Danger we were in, and anxious for onr Preservation, had 
lent him to advise us to secure ourselves on board tire Vessel without Delay. He 

added 
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added that the King • of Tonquin, Instigated by the Representations of the Eunuch, Mr. Chapman’s 
had sent an Order to the Government to seize our Vessel j that the Mandarins N arrativ e, 
were arming their Galleys, and had ordered their I'roops to be in Readiness for 
Service ; and concluded by exhorting us to take instant Measures for our Security. 

This Intelligence was presently corroborated by the Landlord of the House we 
lived in, who informed me that the Tonquinese had determined to seize our Vessel, 
and that he hourly expected a Party of Soldiers being sent to secure our Persons, 

“ Having, therefore, put what we had most valuable into a small Country Boat I 
kept in pay, Mr. Totty and myself, with Three or i''our.Bengal Servants and some 
Chinese Rowers, left J’own betvpen Eiglit and Nine in the Morning, and reached 
the Vessel at Noon. The following Day (November 8th) ray Writer, whom 1 had 
left in Town, contrived to send a great Part of my Baggage on board the Vessel. 

“ On the qfh, in the Morning, Five Portugueze, in consequence of our sudden 
Departure, fled from Town on board our Vessel, for Safety. In the Evening, they 
were followed by my Writer and another Portugueze, disguised in the Habits of the 
Country. All Hands now joined in putting our little Bark in the best State of 
Defence she would admit of. Our Force consisted of the Captain and Mate, One 
English Sailor, Two Frenchmen, Two Portugueze, and Thirteen Lascars, which, 
with myself, the Doctor, iny Writer, and our Servants, amounted to about 30 
Persons. The Vessel was armed with Seven or Eight old and very bad Two- 
pounders, for which we had scarce any Shot,Two Swivels, some Wall Pieces, and 
Twelve Muskets. , 

“ The loth, I sent to the Mandarin of the Look-out-house just opposite where 
we lay, requesting he would send me a Writer, as I wanted to write a Letter to 
the principal Mandarin.s. He complied. I wrote to them my Reason for leaving 
Town so suddenly, but added, 1 did not believe them guilty of so base a Design, 
though Prudence required me to be on my Guard for our own Safety. 

“ The 13111, we discovered .some Galleys and large Boats come from Town, 
which brought too at a little Distance from where we lay ; we learnt that they 
were laden with Guns and Stores, to erect Batteries to prevent our escaping them. 

“ I’lic 14th, at Day-break, we discovered Two large armed Galleys, full of 
Men, dropping down with the 'Fide upon the Vessel, as if with an^ntention of 
boarding us ; we hailed tliem, anfl desired them to keep clear of us ; but no 
Answer was made. The Captain then requested Permission to fire at them ; the 
People in the Forecastle accordingly fired some Swivels and Two or Three Guns 
at them. Upon this, the Galleys immediately dropped their Anchors, and Num- 
bers of the People jumped into the River. I now determined to follow up what 
we had begun, and ordered 'I'vvo Jolly Bc>at§ to be manned and armed, and sent 
them to bring off the Galleys ; furnishing them with a few Hand Grenades each, 
which 1 directed them to throw into theGallies before they attempted to board them. 

These Directions being observed, on the bursting of the Hand Grenades, 30.or 40 
more frpm each of them jumped overboard and swam to the Shore. Our People 
then towed them oil', together with Five others which lay near them ; all of which 
we destroyed, except one with a Brass Gun in her, about a 'Twelve-pounder; she, 
however, foundered in Tlirce Days after in a Gale of Wind, astern of our Vessel. 

The largest of these Galleys was about 50 Feet long and 12 Feet broad, armed 
with Spears 20 Feet long, and Matchlocks, with great Quantities of Powder 
and Balls. 

“ Conscious, however, that they were now preparing their utmost Force to 
attack us, and that the various Messengers they were sending, on pretence of 


♦ The Sovereign of Tonquin has only the Shadow of Authority ; the whole Power, since the 
Beginning of the Fifteenth Century, having fallen into the Hands of the General. 

making 
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Mr. Chapman's making an amicable Adjustmeni of Differences, were nothing more than so many 
Narrative. Pretexts for protracting' our Departure, I was still exceedingly apprehensive for 
the Safety of the Vessel in attempting to cross the Bar at the present inclement 
Season. From this Consideration, I determined to write to the Commander of the 
Amazon to come (if practicable) to the Mouth of the River, and favour our 
Escape, or to send us his Boat to assist us in getting over the Bar. On the i6th 

I pressed a Boat for this Purpose, and dispatched her to the Amazon. 

# 

“ The Seven following Days the Weather was so exceedingly bad we began to 
doubt of the Boat’s being t^ble to reach Turon. In this Intei val several Messages 
passed between the Viceroy and me. He still coi^nued his Assurances of Friend- 
ship, and invited me to an Interview. The Bearers, however, as regularly assured 
me of his Insincerity, and informed me of the Preparations carrying on against us; 
and that the Badness of the Weather had destroyed Four Fire-boats they had con- 
structed to bum our Vessel, and which had retarded an Attack being made on us ; 
that Numbers of Guns were carried to erect Batteries at the^Iouth of the River, in 
order to prevent our crossing the Bar. 

“ The 24th, tlieWeather being a little settled, we moved our Vessel a little farther 
out. We now discovered Crowds of People on shore busied in erecting Batteries,&c. 
We fired some Shot at them, but, owing to the smallness of our Guns, gave them 
little Interruption. At Six o’Clock in the Afternoon I'hree or Four Guns began 
to play upoji us, and continued till it was dark, but without any Effect. The 
Boat now arrived which I dispatched to Turon ; by herjl received the Guns and 
Shot I had desired, with a Letter from the Captain of the Amazon, informing me 
he had sent his Boat, with Three Europeans and Five Lascars, to our Assistance, 
as it was not postsible to come up with his Vessel. 

“ In thcNiglit I was awakened by some Shocks of the Vessel striking the Ground. 

1 immediately went upon Deck. The Scene which then presented itself was dis- 
mal to the last Degree. The heavy Swell having driven the Vessel from her 
Anchors, she. was then thumping her Bottom upon a hard Sand. Not a single 
Person was keeping watch. 'The Captain and his Mate, overcome with Fatigue, 
were both asleep ; the rest of the Ship’s Company, to shelter themselves from the 
Rain, were all in the Hold. The Country Boat had broke loose from our Vessel, 
with 'I’wo of our People on board, and was never afterwards heard of. Being 
low Water, •when tlie Tide rose we fortunately got the Vessel off without Damage. 
At Day-break the Tonquinese began a heavy lore at us ; their Shot flew high, 
and the only Damage we sustained was in the Rigging. We returned their Fire, 
but witli little Effect. 

“ The 26th several Shot struck the Vessel’s Hull, and one killed the only English 
' Sailor we had on board. About Noon a Cry of Joy resounded from every Part 
of the Vessel, that the Amazon’s Boat was in sight ; bur the Surf being so ex- 
ceedingly high, we almost despaired of her being able to reach us ; unfortunately 
she made choice of a Part of the Channel where the Surf broke with the 
greatest Violence, and no • sooner had she entered it, than she disappeared ; 
being unable to afford them the least Assistance, vve concluded the whole Boat’s 
Crew must perish. The Tonquinese observing this Accident, elated with Joy, 
fired at us with redoubled Fury. In about an Hour the Head.-, of Two Men 
were discovered swimming towards the Vessel ; our Boat instantly put off to meet 
them, and shortly returned with I'wo Englishmen ; they informed me that a Dutch- 
man was lost in the Surf, that some of the Lascars had reached the Shore, and 
that the Tonquinese, with wanton Cruelty, during their perilous Situation, fired 
at them with small Arms. 

“ The 27th, all our Fore-top-mast Rigging was shot away; one Shot struck 
the Vessel between Wind and Water, which however was repaired with some 
Difficulty. 


“ The 



Appendix C.] (. 345 ) 

“ The 28th, additional Guns began to play, and several Shots struck us ” Mr. Chapman’s 
weighing Nine Pounds. The Try-sail-mast was shot away ; the best Bower N arrativ e. 
Cable parted close to the Hawse Hole, being cut with a Shot. Our Situation 
was now truly alarming, and the Injury we had sustained was very material. 

To pass the Bar while the Wind was in its present Direction was impossible ; 
to return to our former Station in the River, where the Batteries would still be 
nearer to us, was returning to inevitable Ruin ; and to remain where we were, 
exposed to the Fire of Nine or Ten Pieces of Cannon, was certain Destruction. 

Critical as our Situation was, it was necessary that something should speedily 
be done. After a Consultation, we at length resolved (though with little Hopes 
of Success) to try to bring abput a Reconciliation, 

“ The 29th, at Day-break, I ordered a White Flag to be i.oisted at our Top- 
gallant-mast-head ; and our People beckoned to the Tonijiiinese to come on 
board. They immediately pulled down their War Flag, and beckoned to us 
in return. The Tonquinese, as we supposed, were waiting for Orders from 
Town, suffered us to remain unmolested the whole Day. In the Evening the 
Wind changed, and at Half-past Nine was at W. S. W. Our Anchor was im- 
mediately weighed, our Sails set in the most profound Silence, steered S. by E. 
through a Channel not more than 60 Yards wide,' and notwithstanding the 
Darkness of the Night and the Breakers still running high, at Half-past Ten 
o’clock we crossed the Bar. The Tonquinese then perceived we wex'e giving 
them the slip, kept up a brisk Fire at us, till long after we were out of the 
reach of their Guns; but not a Shot struck us. The Wind continued favourable 
the whole Night ; the next Morning at Eleven o’Clock we anchored in Turon 
Bay, at which Place we repaired the Jenny. 

“ The 1 8th of December we left Turon, when the Jenny was separated from 
us in a Gale of Wind, which continuing with such Violence, prevented us from 
again touching at Cochin China. AVe 'then bore away, and on the a3d of 
December 1779 anchored in Malacca Roads, sailed from thence the 8th, and 
arrived at Calcutta the 16th of February following. 


“ A Sketch of the Geography of Cochin China; some . Particulars rela- 
tive to the Manners, Customs, and History of the Inhabitants ; and 
a few Considerations ^on the Importance of forming an Establishment 
in that Country. 

“ C<5chin China, called by the Natives Anam, extends from about the 20th 
Degree of North Latitude, to Pulo Condorc, which lies in 8° 40'. It is bounded by 
the Kingdom of Tonquin on the North, from which it is separated by the River 
Sungen ; by the Kingdom of Laos, and by a Range of Mountains which divides 
it from Cambodia, on the West ; and by that Part of the Eastern Ocean gene- 
rally called the China Sea, on the South and East. 

“ .The Kingdom is divided into Twelve Provinces, all lying upon the Sea- 
Coast, and succeeding each other from North to South in the following 
Order. 

“ Ding oie, Cong bing. Ding cat. Hue (or the Court), in the Posses.sion of 
the Tonquinese ; C-'ham, Cong-nai, Quinion, in the Possession of Ignxuck ; Phu- 
ycn, Bing khang. Nab tong, Bing thoam (or Champa), dubious whether sub- 
dued by Ignaack, or still in the Possession of the King ; Donai, in the Possession 
of the King. 

“ The Breadth of the Country bears no Proportion to its Length. Few qf 
the Provinces extend further than a Degree from East to West, some less 
than Twenty Miles. Donai, which is properly a Province of Cambodia, is much 
larger. 
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Mr. Chapman’s The whole Country is intersected by Rivers, which, although not large 

Narrative. enough to admit of Vessels of great Burthen, yet are exceedingly well calcu- 
lated • for promoting Inland Commerce. • 

“ The Climate is healthy, the violent Heat of the Summer Months being 
tempered by regular Breezes from the Sea. September, October, and Novem- 
ber, are the Season of the Rains ; the low Lands are then suddenly overflowed 
by immense Torrents of Water which fall from the Mountains. The Inunda- 
tions happen generally once a Fortnight, and last for Three or Four Days. In 
December, January, and February, there are frequently Rains brought by cold 
Northerly Winds, which distinguish this Country with a Winter diferent from 
any other in the East. The Inundations have the same Effect here, as the Over- 
flowings of the Nile in Egypt, and render the Country one of the most fruitful 
in the World. In many Parts the Land produces Three Crops of Grain in the 
Year. All the Fruits of India are found here in the greatest Perfection, with 
many of those of China. 

“ No Country in the East produces richer or a greater Variety of Articles 
proper for carrying on an advantageous Commerce : Cinnamon, Pepper, Carde- 
jnoms. Silk, Cotton, Sugar, Agula Wood, Japan Wood, Ivory, &c. Gold is 
taken almost pure from the Mines ; and before the Troubles, great Quantities 
were brought from the Hills in Dust, and bartered by the rude Inhabitants 
of them, for Rice, Cloths, and Iron. It was from them also the Agula and 
Calamdae Woods were procured, with Quantities of Wax, Honey, and 
Ivory. 

“ The Animals of Cochin China arc Bullocks, Goats, Swine, Buffaloes, 
Elephants, Camels, and Horses. In the Woods are found the Wild Boar, 
Tyger, and Rhinoceros, with Plenty of Deer ; the Poultry is excellent, and 
the Fish caught on the Coast abundant and delicious. The Flesh of the 
Elephant is accounted a great Dainty by the Cochin Chinese. The Breeding 
of Bullocks is little attended to, their Flesh is not esteemed as Food, 
and they are made no use of in tilling the Land, which is performed by 
Buffaloes. They are totally unacquainted with the Art of milking their 
Cattle. 

“ The Aborigines of Cochin China are called Moys, and are the People 
which inhabit the Chain of Mountains which separate it from Cambodia. 
To these strong Holds they were driven, when the present Possessors invaded 
the Country. They are a savage Race of People, very black, and resemble 
in their Features the Caffrees. 

“ It was about the Year 1280 of. the Christian Era, that the first Tartar 
Prince became possessed of the Throne of China. This Revolution afforded 
an Opportunity to the Western Provinces to throw off their Dependance, and 
they wore formed into a Kingdom, under a Prince whose Descendant now 
Reigns in Tonquin, and is called Knaw Whang. About the Beginning of 
the Fifteenth Century, a large Body of People from these. Provinces being 
disaffected to the Government, joined under a* Leader of Abilities; they soon 
became Masters of the Coast of Cochin China, as far as Cape Aurilla, which 
lies in Latitude 12® 30' N. The Moys, the original Inhabitants, retired to 
the Hills bordering their Country to the Westward, where they have ever 
since remained. The Emigrants under their Conductor founded the Kingdom 
of Cochin China. The continual Wars they were engaged in with the Ton- 
quinese, induced them to build a Wall on the Southern Extremity of the 
Province of Ding-noi, to prevent their Irruptions. Every Communication by 
Sea was strictly forbidden. In the Year 1764 the Country of Cochin China 
was in a flourishing Condition, and governed by a Prince of Abilities ; soon 
after his Son, whose Misfortunes and Fate has been briefly given in the fore- 
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going Narrative, succeeded to the Throne, and Anarchy and Confusion en- MnChapman’k 
sued. Narrative. 

“ The Cochin Chinese bear evident Marks of their being derived from the 
same Stock as the Chinese. They resemble them in their Features, and most of 
their Manners and Customs. Their Religion is the same ; their oral Language, 
though different, seems formed upon the same Qrinciples; and they use the 
same Characters in Writing. They are a courteous, affable, inoffensive race, 
rather inclined to Indolence. The Ladies are by far the most active Sex j 
they usually do all the Business, while their lazy Lords sit upon their Haunches, 
smoking, chewing Beetle, or sipping Tea. Contrary to the Custom of China, 
the Ladies are not shut up ; and if unmarried, a temporary Connection with 
Strangers who arrive in the Country is deemed no Dishonour. Merchams 
often employ them as their Factors and Brokers, and 'tis said the firmest 
Reliance may be placed on their Fidelity. 

“ The Habit of the Men and Women is cut after the same Fashion. It 
is a loose Robe, buttoning with a small Robe round the Neck, and folding 
over the Breast like a Banyan Gown, with large long Sleeves which cover the 
Hands. People of Rank, and especially the Ladies, wear several of these Gowns 
one over the other ; the undermost reaches to the Ground, the succeeding ones 
are each shorter than the other, so that the Display of the different Colours makes 
a gaudy Appearance as they walk along. 

“ Such are the few Particulars relative to Cochin China. It now remains to 
shew how a Connection with Cochin China may prove beneficial to this Country. 

I’he Drain of Specie from the Company’s Settlements in India, is become a 
Matter of such serious Import, that any Plan which may be offered to remedy so 
growing an Evil, 1 have no Doubt will be deemed worthy of Observation. I am 
sanguine in my Expectations, that a Settlement in Cochin China would conduce 
to that desirable End, as well as be productive of many other Advantages. 

“ Our Two little Vessels brought from Cochin China to the Amount of 60,000 
Rupees in Gold and Silver Bullion. The Rumbold the Year before also brought 
Bullion to a considerable Amount, on account of Sales of Bengal and Madras 
Cloths, Opium, Iron, Copper, Lead, Hardware and Glass. 

• 

“ The Situation of Cochin China is excellently well adapted to Commerce. 

Its Vicinity to China, Tonquin, Japan, Cambodia, Siam, the Malay Coast, the 
Philippines, Borneo, the Moluccas, Ac. renders the Intercourse with all these 
Countries short and easy. 'I’he commodious Harbours formed on the Coast, 
particularly that of Turon, affords a safe Retreat for Ships of any Burthen during 
jhe most tempestuous Seasons of the Year. 

“ The Nations of Europe, having hitherto found it impossible to provide Car- 
goes sufficiently valuable to barter for the Commodities of China, are obliged 
to make up the Deficiency by sending thither immense Quantities of Bullion ; 
by which Means it has, for a Number of Years past, drained the Eastern and 
Western Worlds of their Specie. The Number of Junks annually resorting to 
Cochin China plainly proves how much the Produdlions of it are in Demand 
amongst the Chinese. These Produftions, had we a Settlement and a confirmed 
Influence in the Country, might with Ease be brought to centre with us, pur* 
chased with the Staples t)f India and of Europe. Puron would become the Em- 
porium for them, where our Ships bound to Canton, from whence it is only Five 
Days’ Sail, might call and receive them. It would prove a Saving of so much 
Specie to Great Britain or India, as the Value of the Commodities amounted to 
in. China. In a few' Years, there is every Reason to believe, a very considerable 
Investment might be provided. 
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“ Our Trade to has ever been burthened with enormous Imposts and 

Exatiions : these, under various Pretences, are annually increasing, and in Pro- 
cess of Time may become insupportable. • It is an Opinion latterly grown current, 
that the Chinese are desirous of totally excluding all Europeans from their 
Country : may wc not hazard a Conjedturc, that the Vexations they oblige them 
to suffer are the premeditated Schemes of this politic People to effect it? Were 
such an Event to happen, tljp Want of a Settlement to the Eastward would be 
severely felt ; the Chinese would export their own Commodities, and Java, or 
the Philippines, as the nearest Ports, would become* the Marts for them. As 
there is no Reason to suppose that our Inability to procure them from the first 
Land would hinder their Consumption, we must buy them either from the 
Dutch or from the Spaniards. A Settlement in Cochin China will give us a 
superior Advantage to either, both as its Situation is nearer, and the Chinese 
are more accustomed to resort thither : at all Events, there is reason to suppose 
It will enable us to procure the Commodities of China at a n:\uch more reason- 
able Rate than now purchased by our Faflors at Canton, and certainly on less 
humiliating Terms to the Nation at large. Colonies of Chinese have from Time 
to Time emigrated from the Parent Country, and fixed their Abode in different 
Parts of Coclifn China ; these have their Correspondents in every Sea-port of 
the Empire : through their Means, Teas, China Ware, and the various other 
Articles the Objects of our Commerce with China, might be imported in Junks 
to our own Settlements, equally good in Quality, and cheaper, as the Chine-.e are 
exempted from the exorbitant Duties levied on Foreigners. Some of the best 
AVorknien might be encouraged to settle in Cochin China; and, under Direc- 
tion, Manufadlories carried to as great a Degree of Perfection as iti China 
itself. 

“ The Intercourse between Japan and Cochin Qiina might be renewed ; and we 
might participate in a Trade for many Years inonopoliz('d by the Dutch. An 
advantageous Trade might be carried on with the Philippine Islands, and Madras 
and Bengal Goodsi introduced amongst them, by means of the .lunks, for the Con- 
sumption of Spani-sh America. The Siame.se and Cambodians would bring the 
Produce of their re.spedive Countries, and barter or .sell them for such \riicle . 
as they wanted from Cochin China. Amongst them it is probable a Sale niiglit 
be found for Quantities of Bengal Cloths. The lower Class of People in Cochin 
China are, for the most Part, clothed in Cangas, a coarse Cotton Cloth, l)rought 
from China ; but the Preference, which I had an Opportunity of observing they 
gave to Bengal Cloths, on account of their being wider and cheaper, would 
soon induce them to adopt the Use of them. The Demand for Opium, already 
in some Measure become, a Necessary of Life to the Chinese, would increase in 
proportion to the Facility of procuring it. The Importation of it, no longer 
confined to Canton, but carried by the Junks to every Sea-port in the Country, 
would spread the Demand for this. Drug to the remotest Parts of the 
Empire. 

“ But what inspires the most flattering Hopes from an Establishment in this 
Country, is its rich Gold Mines, celebrated for Ages as producing the richest Ore, 
so pure that the simple Adion of Fire is said to be sufficient to refine it. I omitted 
no Opportunity of making Enquiries respefting this valuable Article, and was 
told that Mines were formed in different IVts of the Northern Provinces, and 
particularly in Hue, where the Ore lay so near the Surface of the Earth, that it 
was dug up with little Labour. Under the Diredion of a skilful Metallurgist 
what might not be expefted from such a Source. 

“ Great as the Commercial Advantages are, the Political ones resulting from a 
Settlement in Cochin China would be scarce inferior. 

‘‘ Turon Bay would not only afford a secure Retreat to our Indiamen in case of 
losing their Passage to China, but from thence we might also intercept the Fleets 

of 
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of any hostile Power, either going to or returning From that Country ; we Mr. chapman’s 
should become formidable Neighbours to the Dutch and to the Spaniards, and in I^airativc, 

the Event of a War with either of them, attack with Advantage their most 

valuable Settlements. 

Should the Company be induced to form a Settlement in Cochin China, it 
may be effedded on Principles striftly just and at a small Expence. Several of 
the Royal Family, besides the Mandarins who were in Bengal, with many Officers 
of the late Government, urged me to use my Endeavours with the Government 
of Bengal, to induce it to afford them Assistance, promising a powerful Support 
whenever we should heariily joip in their Cause. To restore their lawful Sove- 
reign to the Throne, would be now a Measure so popular, that the Sincerity of 
their Offers cannot be doubted. To relieve an unhappy People, groaning under 
the Weight of the most cruel Oppression, would be an Adi worthy of the British 
Nation. Fifty European Infantry, Half that Number of Artillery, and 200 
Sepoys would be sufficient for this and every other Purpose. The Natives of 
Cochin China are infinitely below the Inhabitants of Hindostan in Military Know- 
ledge ; I have, however, no Doubt that a Body of them, well diseiplined and 
regulaily paid, would prove as faithful to us, and contribute as much to the 
Security of any Possessions which we might acquire to the Eastward, as the 
Sepoys do to our Territories in India ; in case of any distant Expeditions they 
would be found superior,' being entirely free from all religious Prejudices, and 
having no Objedion to the Sea. 

“ While Cochin China remains in its present distraded State, a favourable 
Opening is presented to the P’irst European Nation that may attempt to obtain 
a Footing in the Country ; should the Company therefore entertain a Design of 
forming an Establishment in Cochin China, no Time should be lost in carrying 
it into Execution.” 


In 1793, a Mr. Simpson made a Representation to the Pub. Consultation - 1st March 1793 , 
Bengal Government, respecting Trade to Cochin China, T' 

and requested a Letter of Credit to the King, with a View to the Security of his 
Property. With this Request Lord Cornwallis, the then Governor General, did 
not deem it expedient at that Tirye to comply ; and the Subject was reserved for 
further Consideration. 


In 1803, Mr. Lance was deputed by the Secret Com- 
mittee of the Court of Directors to Cochin China, with a 
View to open Comniercial Intercourse. lie addressed a 
Letter to the King in his Voyage outward', but being taken 
ill, proceeded to China, and there resigned his Commission 
to Mr. Roberts, who came immediately to Touraun Bay, 
and entered into Correspondence with the King, the Por- 
luguexe Missionaries, and the French Gentlemen who were 
at tile Court. This Mission failed, chiefly, as was sup- 
posed, through the Influence of the French, 


(JHina Secret Consultations, 1st Oct. 130J, 

- llthNov. — 

- 15tli — 

- - - 24tli — — 

• - - 24th Dec. 

- • - - 2tl July #804* 

• . - - 27th — — 

- - - 30th Aug. — ^ 

- - • - 1 1 th Sept. •— 


In April 1804, Mr. Roberts went from China to Bengal, where he submitted 
the Detail of his Proceedings to Lord Wellesley, then Governor G'eneral, and 
obtained a Letter from his Lordship to the King of Cochin China, with which he 
proceeded on a Second Mission to that Place, but was less favourably received 
than on the former Occasion. The Failure of his Second Attempt was particu- 
larly ascribed to the hostile Influence of the French and Portugueze over the 
King, as will appear by the following Report by Mr. Roberts of the uriiluccessful 
Issue of his Mission. 
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** Excellency the Most Noble Marquis Wellesley, Governor General, 

3()ih Aui^ust 18(M. 


Mr. Rc>l)erts*s Re- 
port ol i1k: unsuf- 
ces^lul Issue of his 
Mission to Chinii. 

P. 1. 


My Lord, 

“ After quitting our Pilot on the 8th of June, I experienced some Detention 
from the Severity of the Weather, and reached Prince of Wales liiland on the 2 5th ; 
on my Arrival a Note from Mr. Drummond was communicated, intimating the 
Probability of a French Privateer cruizing off the Coast of Cochin China ; in a 
confidential Conversation with Mr. Farquhar on the Subjeft, it was propo>sed, that 
as the Services of the Honourable Company’s armed Brig, the Amhoyna, were 
not at present absolutely required in the Straits^ she should accompany me: as 
well as for the Purposes of Defence, I considered this Arrangement might be 
extremely serviceable, by affording Means of conveying to Your Excellency early 
Information of the Event pf my Mission, should it be necessary. 


1’. 2. “ It is with much regret I have fo avail myself of this Conveyance to acquaint 

your Excellency my Reception at the Court of Cochin ( 'hina has been e-xtremely 
different from what I had reason to expect, and such as I fear will entirely 
frustrate the Intentions of the Honourable Company of forming a friendly 
Connexion with that Country ; at the same Time I have received every 
IVlark of personal Respedk and Attention I could expect or require. 

P. 3 . “ The Amboyna joined me at Malacca on the 6th of July, the Presents for the 

King of Cochin China having been embarked on board the Page, and every 
Thing in readiness for some Days, we .sailed in the Evening, and after touching 
at Cape St. James for Information, anchored in Turon Bay on the 21st of 
July. Although Three Four Days only are required for ('oinmunication with 
the Capital, I did not receive any Reply to the Notice I had given of my 
Arrival until the 31st, when I was informed a Mandarin from Hue Foe was at 
Turon, and understood he wished to see me on shore. DesiroUvS of proving it 
was ray Wish to act in the most friendly Manner, 1 the next Morning went on 
shore. 


P. 4 . “ On being introduced to the Officer of Government, who appeared of some 

Rank, I was acquainted he had been deputed for the Purpose 0/ enquiring the 
Nature of my Mission, and requesfed Copies of the Letters I had in charge, with 
which he would return to the Capital. This I thought proper to comply with, 
considering it probable that Reports might be circulated rtspeding the Inten- 
tions of the Honourable Company in the present Mission injurious to its Interests, 
to which a Refusal would give Strength ; Copies of the Letters were therefore 
given, and the Business generally explained. 

p ^ “ I represented to the Interpreter, who was the Person sent with M. Vannier 

to receive me when at Turon in December last, that as His Majesty was apprized 
of my Intention of returning to his Country, I was surprised at the Detention I 
had experienced ; I w-as. unwilling to commence a Negotiation I was desirous 
should be conduced in the most amicable Manner by Representations unpleasant 
to both Parties, but that a longer Continuance of such Conduct would render 
them necessary. These Sentiments I desired he would impress on the Minds of 
the Officers of Government with whom he aded. Notwitlistanding Promises of 
the greatest Expedition, I heard nothing further till the Morning of the 8th of 
August, \v1ien the same Mandarin returned with Boats for my Conveyance to the 
Court of His'Majesty. In the Evening I embarked, and arrived early the Morn- 
ing of the loth. 

P. 6. On the 13th I obtained an Audience, the Particulars of which, as well as of 
my subsequent Interview on the 1 7th, will be conveyed to your Excellency by 
the Extrafls from the Diary of my Protffcedings, which I have herewith the 
Honour to transmit. 


“ The 



Appendix C.] (• S5l ) 

“ The King’s Acceptance of only Part of the Presents was represented by all 
with whom I had an Opportunity of conversing, as conformable to the Customs 
of this Country. Admitting this to be the Case, I cannot but consider some Part 
of his Conduct in this Respect must have proceeded from Ignorance or intentional 
Disrepeft ; as, after having received a few Prints, Chronometer, Sextant, and 
Case of Mathematical Instruments, the Three last were returned as Articles he 
could not make use of, and would be spoiled by being left with him, desiring to 
have One of the Gun Carriages in lieu ; which we were given to understand was 
Complimentary the Governor General, by accepting Part of his Presents, as 
well as those by the Honourable Company. 

“ As many Professions of Friendship were made, I should have been content 
to have passed over these Circumstances unnoticed, until I could have the 
Honour of receiving your Excellency’s further Instrudlions, had the Conduct of 
the King in other Respefls given reason to suppose these Professions were 
sincere. 

“ In consequence of the King’s Desire, I wrote on. the 17 th, stating the Mode 
in which the Honourable Company were willing to engage in a Commerce with 
this Country. As I had been informed, and had every Reason to suppose, the 
King was by some Means strongly prejudiced against the English Nation, I trust 
your Excellency will approve my avoiding as much as possible every Request 
that could be considered unreasonable, and confining myself to such Demands 
as would merely secure the Honourable Company from Inconvenience in the 
Event of their engaging in Trade with this Country ; relying upon a Resident 
being able in confidential Communications with the King to remove unfavourable 
Impressions, and gradually obtain such Concessions as might be deemed 
necessary. 

To every Part of this Letter, Copy of which I now forward for your Ex- 
cellency’s Information, I on the a 1 st received a veibal Message, conveying a 
positive Refusal, repeating that the King was willing to receive English Vessels 
dn the same Terms as those of other Nations, but nothing further would be 
granted. As I could not but consider this as a final Rejection of the friendly 
Overtures of the Honourable Company ; and as every Means of confidential 
Intercourse was avoided, either w'ith the King or any Person authorized by him, 
wiiom 1 might have convinced of the Advantages to be derived from a friendly 
Intercourse with tlie English l^atlon, I considered It unnecessary to lose Time 
in attempting atiy further Explanation by Writing ; and understanding this was 
his final Answer, 1 desired the King might be informed 1 considered this as 
a positive Refusal to have any Intercourse with the Company, and requested he 
would order Boats to be in readiness for my Return. 

“ After a full and attentive Consideration of every Parr of His Majesty’s 
Conduct, it appears, as far as iny Judgment will enable me to decide, to have 
evinced from the First, a Determination to decline any Connection with the 
English Nation. On my Arrival, being so long detained at Turon, with the 
Pretence of sending to enquire the Nature of my Mi^,sion, which my Commu- 
nications to himself and Mr. Vannier in December last must have fully explained, 
as far as in the First Instance could be necessary ; will nor, 1 imagine, be con- 
sidered a Mode of Reception that would have been adopted, had it been 
the Intention of the King to accede to the Proposals of the Honourable 
Company. 

“ The Manner in which the King, after mature Deliberation, accepted the 
Presents, though justified as the Custom of his Country, the only Instances given 
in proof, were his Reception of those sent by the King of Siam ; and that of the 
Articles seat by His Majesty to the Emperor of China. On l5bth these Occasions, 
I believe the Receivers were desirous of asserting Superiority, a Circumstance 

• • which. 
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which, though never in the smallest Degree hinted respecting the Company, I 
should extremely regret could be implied from any Act of mine. 

“ My Opinion is also formed from the imperious Manner in which the 
King conducted himself, apparently studiously avoiding every Means of private 
Communication ; on my first and ceremonious Audience insisting upon my stand- 
ing, as the Custom of his Court, may be thought correct ; and considering it in that 
Light, I had no Hesitation in complying ; but on the Second Occasion, which I 
requested might be private, and from the little Ceremony observed, was, I sup- 
pose, considered so by himself, being kept at so great a Distance, was not, 1 
considered, the Reception I should, as coming with friendly Propositions, have 
received. 

“ Under these Impressions, 1 did not think I should be justified in receiving, 
on the Part of the Honourable Company or your Excellency, any Return of 
Presents; and in consequence, when, on the Morning of the a and, the Letters 
for your Excellency and the Honourable Company were delivered, 1 expressed 
my Willingness to deliver the Letters, but declined the Acceptance of the Pre- 
sents, as well ks those offered for the Use of the Ship. After much Conversation, 
the Mandarin retired to communicate the Determination to the King, which I 
imagine his Fears prevented, as 1‘found the Packages had been secretly conveyed 
to the Boats preparing for my Departure ; the Mandarin again attended, and 
nearly the Conversation of the Morning was repeated ; when finding my Deter- 
mination fixed, the King was actually informed, and answered, that as I had 
refused the Presents he had sent, he should return those he had accepted, as 
had been intimated previously would be the Case ; they were delivered the next 
Morning, and I shortly after quitted his Capital. 

“ The Motives which have induced this Conduit in the King, though in 
many Instances, perhaps, the Effeft of Ignorance, are represented as having 
arisen from his Apprehension of admitting the English to form any Establish- 
ment, lest it should gradually increase even to the Subversion of his Govern- 
ment : these Fears are stated by the Frenchmen, the only Persons fronr whom 
1 could procure Information on this Subjeit, to have been produced by some 
mysterious Expression, used by the Commander of the Vessel that brought the 
Letter to the King announcing the Mission, giving rise to an Idea, that it was 
the Intention of the Company to obtain Possessiois of 'I’uron, or some other Port. 
This Report, injurious to the English Character, circulated by Two Portuguese 
from Macao, lias strengtliened and confirmed the principal Ollicers of Govern- 
ment in their Distrust of the Intentions of the Honourable C’ompany, and that 
they had in this Instance completely influenced the Condufl; of the King. 

“ Although these Reports are of a Nature 1 can readily conceive to have 
originated with a Native of Macao, I do not think they would have gained the 
Strength they unfortunately have, unless confirmed by Persons more in the Con- 
fidence of the King: whether: the Frenchmen have been instrumental in produc- 
ing this Effe£t, it is impossible for me to determine ; their Conduft in some 
Respects, however, justifies a Belief that such has been the Case; in the first 
Place, abstaining from all Intercourse with me until the Ceremony of my Re- 
ception was over, under Pretence that the Kiitg had so ordered : it appears 
scarcely probable, as they were admitted to what was intended to be a private 
Interview, they should be desired to absent themselves from one of mere Cere- 
mony. Secondly, though they professed to be unable to render any Service, 
from the little Attention paid to their Advice, they represented the King’s Ac- 
ceptance of Part of the Presents as arising from their Advice, as he had previously 
determined to refuse the whole, and claimed the Merit of every tiring they 
considered would be pleasant to ms having been done by their Recommeuda- 
tion ; every Circunl^tance of a contrary Nature, 1 was informed, had' been tleter- 
mioed upon in Haste, or when they were absent : these contradRlory Proceedings 

cor* 
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•corresponded with the Rest of their ConduQ:, expressing, on every Occasion, Mr. Roberts' 
Regret that the King should have been influenced by unfavourable Impressions Mission, 
which they had not Power to remove ; at the same Time insinuating, that ^ 
though not admitted to his public Council, the King was much swayed by their 
private Advice, as, indeed, he must be by Men to whom he is in a great Measure 
indebted for his Kingdom. 

“ The Reply of the King to the Address of your Excellency, with Copy of E- 17 
that to the Honourable Company, I have the Honour to forward to Prince of 
Wales’s Island, to be transmitted to Fort William by the most expeditious Means. 

In these Letters it is only necessary to observe, that His Majesty endeavours to con- 
ceal the Time between my Arrival and Reception, by stating my Arrival as taking 
place in August ; and what little Proof of his De.sire of Friendship he might have 
been thought to have given by accepting Part of the Presents, is I conceive com- 
pletely done away by representing this to have taken place in consequence of my 
Persuasions. I repeated the Offer of the Presents, but certainly never requested 
his Acceptance of a Part ; nor have I reason to suppose at the Time I was present, 
that any such Thing was said by the Interpreter ; as I have however detected him in 
several Falsehoods, I c annot so confidently answer for what may have afterwards 
passed unauthorized by me. As this Man was appointed Interpreter by the King, 
all official Communication of Necessity was by his Means ; and being a Native, I 
hoped he would have been serviceable : I had, however, bur little Reason to be 
satisfied with his Conduct, as well from’ the Circumstances above mentioned, as 
his avoiding on all Occasions giving me Information on Subjects of which he 
could not have been ignorant. 

“ Considering it more desirable to obtain the Advantages to be derived from an p. ig. 
Intercourse with this Country by friendly than any other Means, should Circum- 
stances produce an Alteration in the Sentiments of the King, in my Address front 
hence, C’opy of which I have the Honour to enclose, I have mentioned that a 
Deputation of some confidential Person to your Excellency is the only Mode by 
which an intimate Connexion with the Honourable Company can now be 
formed. 

“ The Situation of Cochin China, and the Security of its tlarbours, renders it I*. 19 . 
a Place that may be advantageous to the English, ‘and must be extremely detri- 
mental to our Trade, in the Possession of our Enemies ; the present Situation of 
the Country renders Commerce„except upon a very limited Scale, for many Years 
impracticable ; extreme Poverty pervades every Order, and under the present 
Government must continue ; the King has destroyed the principal City, and his 
Attention is at present engaged in building Fortifications of greater Extent than 
he can have Means to defend, and magnificent Palaces for himself and Family, 
upon which such Numbers are employed, on a Pay insufficient' for their Support, 
that there are not People to collect the Produce of the Fields. 

**' When these Undertakings are completed, the Frenchmen assert, from their P. 20 . 
Knowledge of the King's Character, that he will not remain inactive, arid China 
they represent as the great Object of his Ambition. In an Attack on that Countrf 
he expects to be joined by Numbers of Chinese disaffected with the 'Eartar Govern- 
ment. The King, it is said, is offended with the Emperor of China, from his not 
hatring acknowledged him IGng of Tonquin by the Title he demanded. Should 
these his Intentions be carried into Execution, it would perhaps be a favourable 
Opportunity of establishing an Influence in his Country, and by diverting his 
Attention, proving our Desire of assisting the Chinese Government, be the Means 
of extending our Interests in that Quarter. 

“ I have considered conveying to your Excellency early Information pf this p. 21 . 
unpleasant Result of my Mission of sufficient Importance to jqrtify my deviating 
from the Wishes of Mr. Farquhar, Lieutenant Governor of Prince of Walk’s 
(4.2.) * 5 A Liand, 
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Mr. Roberts* Island, by sending the Amboyna direct to that Island, instead of pr^^dtog to 

Mission. China ; and trust in this, as well as the other Parts of iny Conduct, I shall have 

acted in a Manner satisfactory to your Excellency. 

I have the Honour to be, with the greatest Respect, 

My Lord, 

Your Excellency’s most faithful and obedient Servant, 

Turoi. Bay. (Signed) J. W. ROBERTS.” 

26th August 1804, 


China Secret Consultations, 25th ‘Feb. 1807* 
- - - 16th June — 

Public Ditto - - - - - 

Secret Ditto - - 8th Dec. 

Ditto - - 7th Jail. 1808. 

Ditto - - 1st Aug. 1812. 

Ditto - - 26th Sept. 1813. 

Select Committee to Secret Committee of 
Court of Directors, 22d Feb. 1814. 
Secret Letter to China, 1st April 1814. 
China Pub. Cons. - 7th Apr. and 8th and 
20th July 1814, 

Secret Cons. - 23d July 

Select Committee to the Secret Committee, 
16th Jan. 1815, p. 9. 
Ditto - 17th Oct. 1817, p. 7. 

Secret Cons. - 4th Sept, and 4th, 10th, and 

13th Oct. 1817. 
Select Committee to Secret Committee, 
8th Dec. 1817. p.7. 
Canton Cons. - 30th Nov. — 

Select Comm. - - 30th Dec. — p. 3- 

Letter to - - 14lh Apr. 1819* p.161. 

Ditto from - - 6th Jan. 1820. 


In 1807, Lieutenant Ross was sent to the Coast of 
Cochin China, to survey the Paracells, and entrusted with 
a friendly Letter to the King, but experienced the most 
inhospitable Treatment. A Monsieur D’Ayot was also 
employed at the same Time, to endeavour to remove the 
Prejudices which existed against the English, which he re- 
ported to be inveterate, and to have been excited by the 
scandalous Misrepresentations of the Portugueze •, this 
Statement was confirmed by subsequent Information. 

In 1808, the Bengal Government consented to inter- 
fere, by Letter, with the King of Cochin China, to procure 
Payment for some Timber, furnished to him by Messrs. 
Abbott and Maitland, Merchants of Madras; but this Ap. 
plication, which has since been rep e a t e d , has proved 
ineffectual. 


TONQUIN. 

Early Records, In 167 1 , the Court, in reply to a Letter from their Factors at Bantam, approved 
1671 . settling a Factory in Tonquin, if it could be accomplished. 

Extracts of a^ Journal Register of the First Factory at Tonquin 167 a — 
A Mandarin pinions a Ship’s Captain for not towing against a violent Stream-— 
Tonquin not desirous of Foreign Trade — The English Chief and Factors 
petition the King, desiring Privileges, and obtain an Audience — A Factory at 
Tonquin will not bear the Charges, unless it has Trade to Japan — The 
People of Tonquin have very low Thoughts of Strangers, and the Court are 
too proud to correspond with Merchants — The Dutch dare not own that 
4hey have no Sovereign — The Mandarins are generally of low Extraction— 
The Policy of the Court was to impede Trade, fearful that the People should 
grow rich and rebel — Tonquin very populous; the King takes from the People 
Four-fifths of the Profits of die Land, consequently he is very rich in Trea- 
sure; the People hide their Money, and are fearful in any way of appear- 
ing rich — The Dutch had resided at Tonquin 40 Years ; Silk for Japan was 
their main Trade — The King of Tonquin was going to War with 300,000 
Men against Cochin China — If the Company could have a Trade with the 
Manillas, it would answer as well from Tonquin as the Japan Trade— With the 
Two Trades of Japan and the Manillas, the English in Tonquin would be able to 
share with the Dutch in the Silk Trade -.-Large Investtnents m Silk fromTonquhi 
to Japan are conridered as absolutely requisite to make Tonquin Faci^pry answer. 
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In 1673, some Portugueze Padrees were threatened to have Tortures inflicted on 
them at Tonquin — The Success of the Tonquin Factory believed to depend on a 
Supply of Silver from Japan — The King and Prince of Tonquin described as 
covetous Characters, spending their Time among Women, to the Neglect of 
Government, .which occasions great Inconvenience to Trade. 

A general Insurrection of the Soldiery took place at Tonquin, and they put 
to Death, one of the King’s Ministers in a very barbarous Manner — The King’s 
Brother, who had been imprisoned ao Years, was also put to Death — The King 
distributed <£400,000 from the Treasury, and Peace was restored in 1674. 

Mention is made in a Letter, in 1676, of a Person in Tonquin named Tecketu, 
who governed the Kingdom independent of the King— It was resolved to with- 
draw Tonquin Factory, and the several Reasons already stated were urged against 
a Factory at Tonquin. 

In 1679, it was reported that the Dutch talked of leaving Tonquin, Silk being 
so dear that they could get no Profit at Japan— Goods were ordered to be pro- 
vided at Tonquin for England immediately. 

In 1681, the Trade in Tonquin was reported to be in a bad State — TheNatives, 
it was observed, were not likely to be prevailed upon to make Silks of the Breadth, 
Length, and Goodness desirable for Europe — Tont^uin itself was tributary to 
China, and its Trade not worth continuing. 

This Year there was a Famine in Tonquin — The King died, and great Con- 
fusion apprehended in consequence — The surest Trade of Tonquin stated to be 
that to Japan — The King not desirous of Trade with Foreigners, though they 
might employ Half his poor People — One-fifth of the People perish by Famine, 
through Improvidence — The Dutch in Danger of being turned out of Tonquin, 
occasioned by an Error in a Letter to the King — He refuses to mediate in favour 
of the English with the Emperor of Japan, giving as his Reason that he had no 
Correspondence there — Tonquin has no Intercourse with the Manillas. 

In 1684, the King of Tonquin threatened to turn the Dutch out of his 
Dominions, in consequence of their Conduct at Bantam. 

In 1694, there was a Dispute with the Governor of Hien relative to burning 
the English Flag for having a Cross in it — The Portugueze were much persecuted 
this Year in Tonquin, on account of their Christianity ; and a Chest of Crucifixes 
having been seized, the Padrees were expelled the Kingdom— The King’s 
Brother, with his Women, were entertained at the English F|ctory. 

In 1696, the Fort St. George Government, in obedience to Orders from the 
Court of Directors, ordered the Factory at Ibnquin to be withdrawn, in conse- 
quence of the Establishment of one in Cochin China —The Two Countries 
being at War, the Factories were in consequence considered incompatible. 

Tile King and Prince appeared concerned at the Withdrawment of the Factory. 
It was requested that the Flag might fly at their, Departure, and that the Factory 
might be reserved for them if they should return. It may be questioned, whether 
they were not influenced by their being at this Time engaged in a State of War. 


PEGUE. 

The Company appear to have had Commercial Relations with Pegue some Time 
before the Year 1656, in which Year their Factory was withdrawn. 

. In 1695, strongly recommended as a Place convenient for building and 
repairing Ships, and productive uf Saltpetre, but the King would not permit the 
. . Manu- 


Early Records. 

1673. 

1674. 


1679. 

1631. 

]fid2. 


1684 ^ 

1694, 

1696. 


1656. 

1695. 
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Early Records. Manufacture of it. It was proposed as most expedient to settle a Factor or Two 
in Pegue, who might be maintuned by private Consignments, without Charge to 
the Company. 

1730 . In 1730, the Governor, of Fort St. George addressed a Letter to the King of 

Pegue’s Vizier, requesting Restoration of ancient Privileges, but desiring also 
Satisfaction for a Ship that had been seized, and which it appeared had been the 
Occasion of a Rupture. 

1752 . In 1 75a, the French obtained the Grant of a Factory in Pegue, and immediately 

endeavoured to get the English excluded, but without Success. Pegue was at this 
Time, and till the Year 1757, in Hostility with the King of Ava. In the latter 
Year the Pegue Government became extinct, by the Surrender of the Capital to 
the King of Ava, to whom the King of Pegue had been compelled to do Homage. 
See more under Ava. 


1610 . 

1662. 

1664, 166;i. 

1671. 

1674. 

1676. 


1679. 

1680. 
1683-4 


1685. 


1687. 


SIAM. 

In 1610, Captain Middleton settled an English Factory here, which continued 
for some Years. The English at Jaccatra (Batavia; were in Correspondence with 
the King of Siam in 1623; but the Factory appears to have been subsequently 
withdrawn. 

In i 6'62, the King of Siam expressed himself desirous that the English should 
settle a Factory in his Dominions. The Dutch had at that Time a large Com- 
mercial Intercourse with Siam, lading there Forty Ships yearly. In 1664 ihey 
provoked a Quarrel with the King, and the next Year obstructed the English 
Trade in these Seas, which was the Object of their Jealousy; the settling of a Fac- 
tory was under these Circumstances deferred. 

In 1671, the Court approved the Proposal for settling a Factory at Siam, if it 
could be accomplished. 

In 1674, the King of Siam renewed his Overtures for an English Factory in 
his Dominions, which was accordingly effected in 1676, in the Hope that it would 
eventually produce a Trade with Japan. 

Upon the Opening of this Intercourse, the Tin Trade of Siam was expected to 
prove beneficial, and it was thought that a Siam Trade would prove more bene- 
ficial than even a Japan Trade. 

Siam was also considered capable of affording a Mart for great Quantities oi 
Broad Cloth ; and the English Agent at Bantam wrote a Letter to the King of 
Siam, recommending to him the Encouragement of a Broad Cloth Trade, as neces- 
sary to the Maintenance of an English Factory at Siam. 

In 1679, it was ^Sfcscovered that Siam itself consumed but little Broad Cloth, 
the Sale of that Commodity depending on China and Japan. 

In 1680, it was resolved to recall the Factory at Siam, the Trade not answering. 

But in 1683 and 1684 it was resolved to re-establish the Factory at Siam, the 
Station still being considered, favourable to the Prosecution of a Japan Trade, in 
which great Hopes of Success were entertained. 

Sir John Child accordingly, in* 1685, addressed a Letter to the Barcalong, or 
Prime Minister, of Siam, describing the Difference between the Company’s Ser- 
vants and Private Traders, some Misunderstandings having arisen from that Diffe- 
rence not being understood. Another Letter was addressed to the King of Siam, 
who, it is observed, is favourable to Foreigners, and that Siam was a Port of con- 
siderable Merchandize ; and that therefore the Company’s former Losses were to 
be attributed to bad Management and the Malignity of the Prime Minister, Con- 
stantine Phaulkon, who was an Italian. 

in 1687, there was an Insurrection of the Macassars at Siam, by which the 
Country was thrown into Confusion, and the Prime Minister narrowly escaped. 
The M^assarese were ail destroyed. 


It 
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It appears by a Letter from the President of Fort St. George to the King of Siam, Records. 

dated in 1687, that the Company's Losses, arising out of the Troubles, amounted 

to 5^65,000, for which Satisfaction was demanded, or War would be declared. 

In 1 688, there was a Massacre in Siam. 

The Company were this Year advised that Six French Men of War, with 1,400 
Soldiers, had arrived to assist the King of Siam; and that Constantine Phaulkon, 
the King’s Prime Minister, had been made a Count of France. 

In 1704,11 was suggested that some principal Chinese Merchants had built 
large Houses at Pulo-Condore, and it was believed that Trade with Siam, &c» 
might be carried on from thence ; and that the Dutch would settle there when 
the English left it. 

In 1705* the Governor of Fort St. George addressed a Letter to the King of 170C>. 
Siam, desiring a Renewal of former Friendship, which had been interrupted by a 
late ambitious Minister, Constantine Phaulkon. 

In 1712, the Barcalong or Prime Minister of Siam invited the English to make 
a Settlement there, and offered a Coul, the same as had been granted to the Dutch. 

It was stated that the Siam Trade was advantageous to Japan, as the Siamese carry 
Silver yearly to purchase 4 or 5,000 Chests of Coffee. 

It appears that Siam was at this Time, and for many Years subsequent, in a 
State of internal Disorder. 


PULO-CONDORE. 

In 1705, the Company had a Settlement on this Island ; but Mr. Moses Wil- 
kins, Allen Catchpole Esquire, Governor, and the greatest Part of the Factory, 
were massacred. A few escaped. 

'The Loss of the Settlement of Pulo-Condore was much lamented, as it was de- 
scribed as a Place well supplied with Water, Hogs, Cows, &c. 

Some principal Chinese Merchants had built large Houses at Pulo-Condore, 
believing that I'rade with Siam, &c. might be carried on from thence ; and that 
the Dutch would settle there when the Engli.sh left it. 


BORNEO— BANJAR-MASSIN. 

riic Company opened a Trade with Banjar-Massin in the Year 1614. 

It appears by the Correspondence of 1703, that this Place was subject to the 
King of Cochin China. In that Year, after some previous Discussions, Mr. Allen 
Catchpole, Avith several other Servants of the Company, proceeded to settle a 
Factory there. 

In 1 706, Liberty was obtained to trade, without Objections to Fortifications ; 
but in the following Year, the English were driven from Banjar-Massin by the 
Natives. No d'rade, it \v.as observed, could be carried on there without heavy 
Mexico Gold Coin, and the King and Princes were arbitrary, and oppressed the 
Poor. A Settlement at Tong-borneo was therefore deemed preferable. 

In 1718, the Company directed Enquiries to be made as to the Propriety of 
sending Ships to Banjar-Massin for Pepper. 

In 1736-7, the Company sent the Ship Prince of Wales to Banjar-Massin, to 
trade there for Pepper. fhe Expence for Presents was deemed great, and the 
Prices high. The Ship sailed from Banjar-Massin with a Cargo in 173^'. 

In 1746, the Ship Onslow arrived at Banjar-Massin. The Sultan received the 
Company's Letter favourably, but afterwards ordered the Captain to be seize c’ 
and kept Prisoner, until a Prince* of Mandura, then a Prisoner on board ti' 
English .Ship, should be delivered to the Dutch. He afterwards detained ti 
English Ship as a Guard Ship. 

( 42 .) 5 B I ^ 
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Kai ly Records. In -i 747, the Sultau would not allow an Export of Pepper till the English had 

furnished him with a Guard Ship j and in the same Year, the English Captain re- 
ceived a Letter from the Sultan, informing him that he cannot trade in his Terri- 
tories without Leave of tlie Dutch. The English were therefore compelled to 
depart. The Dutch that Year entered into a Contract with the Sultan for the 
Monopoly of Pepper in his Dominions. 

In 1614, Attempts were made, by the Servants of the Company, to establish a 
beneficial Trade at Sambas and Succaijana, on the Island of Borneo. .A.t the 
latter Place, Captain Middleton had settled a Factory, in 1610. From the former 
the Company’s Agent was compelled to make a precipitate Retreat, “ leaving 
“ behind all Debts due’’ to them, and “ happy to escape with his Life.” 


MINDANAO. 

1685 . The Company’s Ship Adventure pursued her Voyage to Mindanao in obedie nce 

December l7tli. to the Court’s Instructions, the King of Mindanao having sent a Letter to the 
Company, inviting them to send a Ship and Factors thither, and offering them a 
Settlement. 

1685 - 6 ^ The Adventure arrives at Magindano, the chief ff'own of Mind.inai) in t!ie 

January Joili. Territories under the King. The Company’s Factors are civiiiy iceeived by the 
King and the Admiral ; but when they ('ndeavoured to comiuenee a mntnal 
Trade, they found the Place ill supplied with Native Ih'oductioii.s — the Peopl.- r.> 
M. p, 3!)t. 15 ;;. strained from dealing with them till the king and the Admiral itad mad,' the 
respective Prices at which they were to sell and buy — and the King and Adii.iral 
themselves alternately acted as if they were indifferent to 'frade, or averse from 
it, or offering and demanding Prices at which the Company’s I’aciors tound it 
unprofitable both to buy and to sell ; added to this, the DAtchit), by wliich the 
Native Merchants for a long while insisted on weighing their Goods, was so 
false and unequal, that the Company’s Factors were oltliged to suspend taking the 
few Goods the Mindanao People were ready to sell, till the King caused another 
DHtchin to be made, a Concession to which it required much Negotiation to bring 
him. At length, when the King and the Admiral and the few Natives per- 
fiiitted to trade, entered upon the Barter of such Articles as tliey had, for -.uch 
as they chose to take, they would take no Kind of Cloth but Long Cloth (a 
Species of fine Calico), and demanded Prices for small Proportions of Gold, 
Clove-bark, Cassia-lignum, Tortoise-shell, Wax, and Ebotiy, brought in slowly, 
which nothing but the greater Loss to be apprehended (rom taking their Cargo 
to another Market, and having great Part of it spoiled, induced the C.ouipany’.s 
Factors to give. The Captain, indeed, sold a few Guns, i’art of witich were 
mounted in the Ship for her Defence^ and which the King and y^oiniral insisted 
on having, at a good Price. Viewing altogether the Tardine.ss witl which Native 
Commodities were brought for Sale, the high Prices demanded, ; ad the many 
Occasions on which the Negotiations for Trade were interrupted by Disputes 
arising from capricious and unreasonable Acts on the Pan of the Native .Autho- 
rities, it might be suspected that the King and the Admiral were afraid directly 
to refuse, yet wished to discourage any Intercourse with the English ; at the same 
Time, on the Ship’:^ Departure, the King invited the ylotiipariy’s l'’actor:, tv) return 
next Year, promising them a better Trade, yet orderiiig nothing in the way of 
Commerce but a few Cun',. The Ship staid at liie Place Three Months, wanting 
Five Days. 

As to a Settlement, although the King had originated the Negotiation on this 
Subject by addressing a Letter to the Company, yet when their Servants arrived 
there, they found the King - indisposed to treat on the Busine.ss ; and both in 
Conferences with Mr. Cheney, and in the official Answer to the Company’s 
Letter, he recommended that the Business of a Settlement should be postponed 
till he and the English were better acquainted. It is difficult to assign the true 
Cause of his thus flying from his own Proposition ; whether it was owing to the 
Intrigues of the Dutch or the Spaniard,, or the Awe in which he stood of both 

those 
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those Powers, or any sudden Jealousy which he had conceived of the English, or Early Recordj. 

the Divisions in his own Family, and consequent Distraction in the Government. 

The King himself sometimes alleged, that both the Spaniards and the Dutch 
had desired a Settlement at his Chief Town of Magindano, which he had re- 
peatedly refused ; but were he now to grant this Privilege to the English, he 
could no longer deny it to them, already dangerous Neighbours, without bring, 
ing down upon him their Hostility. The Spaniards not only awed him from 
the chief Seat of their Power at Manilla, but occupied a much greater Portion of 
Territory on Mindanao itself than the Company’s Factors apprehended, till the 
King’s Admiral pointed out on the Map the Forts and Positions which the Spaniards 
held, commanding more than Half the Island. 

In regard to the Dutch, the King frequently adverted to their neighbouring 
Station at Ternate. 

The unprofitable Nature of the Voyage, and the King’s evasive Conduct in 
respect to granting a Settlement, with the Security of a Fort, appears to have pre- 
vented the Company and their Servants from renewing the Negociation, or 
sending a Ship to attempt a Trade at Mindanao the following Year. Without 
a Settlement and Fort there could have been no Security for the Company’s 
Servants, and Ships and Cargoes, and landed Treasure committed to their Care. 

The People of Mindanao could not defend themselves from their Neighbours, the 
Sooloo-men, who were formidable Pirates, and the Native Government was 
proved to be capricious and arbitrary, liable to change its Policy under the secret 
Influence of the Dutch or the Spaniards ; now inviting the English to trade, and 
now, by the Terms on which alone the King and his Officers will trade, making 
the Voyage unprofitable. 

In 1689-90, Feb. 1, the Ship Mindanao, which went from Madras on account 
of Private IVaders, returned to that Port with a Cargo chiefly consisting of Clove- 
bark, which had been purchased on the Company’s Account. The Voyage was 
.stated to have turned out unprofitably for the Adventurers; and the Native 
Ciovernment of Mindanao was reported to be in a distracted )State. 


BALAMBANGAN. 


In 1770, the Sultan of Xolqp (Sooloo) ceded to the 
East India Company a small Island, North of Borneo, which 
possessed a convenient Harbour for Shipping. The Bom- 


Separate Letter to Bombay, 12tU .tune 177K 
Ditto - - IDtli Nov. 1773. 

Ditto - - 2d Sept. 1771. 

Ditto - - 3d Jan. 1775. 


bay Government was instructed to form a Settlement there, 

tilt* Object of which wavS to establish a Mart for the Exchange of the Manufactures 
of Europe and the Continent of India, against the Productions of China and the 
Eastern Count rie.s ; to acquire a Share in the Spice Trade ; to extend the Com- 
pany’s Trade to the unfrequented Parts of Asia; and to divert the Chinese Trade 


into a more advantageous Channel. 


Bi^lambangan was to be declared a free Port, open to all Nations, but the Trade 
in Spices, Raw Silk, and Opium, to be reserved to the Company, and Spices to 
be cultivated on the Island. A small Establishment of Servants, consisting of a 
Chief, Two Councillors, Two Factors, and Two Writers, was appointed by the 
Court of Directors, to whom only they were to be subordinate. 


The Settlement was formed in 1773, and in 1775 the English Settlers were 
treacherously expelled by the Sooloos. 

In 1803, during the Peace of Amiens, the Settlement of Letter irom l ort St. George, Icbruarv is^^o. 
Balambangan was restored by the Bengal Government; Ditto ^ - ugubt i ( 

but the Renewal of Hostilities between Great Britain and Erance induced the 
Court to direct it to be withdrawn ; “ since it appears,” the Court observed, 

‘‘ impossible that it could be maintained without Fortifications and a respectable 
Force for its Defence, which could ill be spared under the probable Circum- 
stahee of our again taking Possession of the Islands belonging to the Dutch.” 

AVA 


(4 
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Records. AVA. 

The Company had anciently a Factory at Ava, which was withdrawn, the 
Trade proving unprofitable. 

In 1681, the English negociated for a Trade with Ava. The King, in reply, 
gave Encouragement, but declined to grant particular Privileges. 

101695, the Fort St. George Government requested Leave to send a Factor 
VO xesvde. •av md. Ae.vcsas\.dsA vhe. a. -jccvd. 

had been detained, and of all Captives ; also Leave to build Ships. This Mission 
in part succeeded, and the Company had for many Years a Factory at Syrian, 
which was burnt to the Ground on the 13th November 1744, when the J\-guers 
overrun Ava, and entering Syrian routed the Burmahs, of whom many were mas- 
sacred. The Company’s Trade was not re-established till 1753, when a Setllcment 
was formed on the Island of Negrais, at the Mouth of the Burmah River. In 
1757, Ensign Lister was sent to Ava, on aji Embassy to thc'King, and the Lland 
obtained by Cession from him to the Company, who fortified their Factory ; but 
in 1759, their Servants, European and Native, were all most treacherously as- 
sailed by the Burmahs, and barbarously murdered, or taken Prisoners. In 1760, 
Captain Alves was sent on a Mission, with Presents to the King, from whom he 
obtedned the Release of the European Prisoners, and Permission to take away the 
Company’s Timbers ; but the King would grant no more. 

In consequence of an Intercourse having been opened with Ava, by Captain 
Symes in 1795, Captain Cox was sent there, as the (^jinpany’s Resident, in 1798, 
but failed in the Object of his Mission. 


ENDEAVOURS of The East India ( omta.nv U> settle anti 
prosec ute Trade in C'liiuji. 


AMOY. 

Early Records. The King of Tywan,on taking Emoy, issued a Proclamation, inviting Chinese 
and Foreign Merchants to trade thither, exempting theni Irom ('usiom and othei 

O.C. No.'^DSO. Duties for Three Years. Upon which many resorted thither, and many other 
Towns and Cities submitted to him, he declaring that he came as their 
Protector and Deliverer from Tartar Slavery ; by which Means his Army was 
greatly augmented. But having obtained his Object, he revoked that Exemption 
from the Customs, alleging, that without the former Duties he could not support 
the Charge of his daily increasing Army. 

1676 . Bantam concurred with Tywan in their Views respecting Amoy, which had 

li. from I. N0.121. induced them to send larger Cargoes on both Ships. 

Ill A. Virtue of the Chop from Emoy is, that no Duties are payable there. 

C.C. No. 3 , 08 1 . These Reverses of the King of 'J’y wan are a great Disappointment to the Factory 
at Emoy. 

1677 , Oct. 5 th. The Court send the Phoenix, 450 Tons, to Bantam; whence Bantam was to 
dispatch her with a Cargo of «fe'5,ooo in Goods (Halt of which Goods the C.’oiiri 
send from England), and 28,000 Dollars in Money. 

1677, Dec. LMth. Emoy dispatched the Formosa to Bantam with a Cargo amounting to 
B. from 1 . 140 . 120 . i2,498Ta. 5M. 8C. but not fully laden. 


1676 - 7 . 
B. from L 


In February 1676-7, the King of Tywan, who had made considerable Conquests 
on the Continent of China, including several Cities, and whose Army amounted to 
near 200,000 Men, was, through the Rebellion of a Part of his Army for want ol 
Pay, finally compelled to abandon his Conquests : he then fled from Chiangchew, 
the City of his Residence, and settled upon the Isle of Emoy, where he resided, 
and defended it by his Fleet. His Dominions' in China were confined to the 
Circle of Enioy and some adjacent Islands, which with the Island of Formosa were 
all that remained to liini. 


The 
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The next Year, 1677-8, the King of Tywan’s General made a Descent the 
Coast of China, and assembled his Forces at Amoy. * 

In 1678, Sept. 2d, Tywan Factory was made subordinate to Amoy. 

Abstract Letter from the Factory of Amoy to Punhee, Minister of the 
King of Tywan and Foquien, dated lath October 1678. 

Reminding of the Articles agreed on by the King, they say, “ whereby we 
humbly believe that we have Permission to import all our Merchandizes with- 
** out paying Custom.” They subjoin, that ** having had the Honour to make 
our Addresses to his Majesty here, we understood his Royal Will«nd Pleasure 
was, that if by our Articles we were to pay no Custom, it' should not be 
•* demanded of us.” 

They then request Punhee’s Favour at least, that retrospective Custom might 
not be demanded ; and if they were to pay Custom for the future, new Articles 
should be granted them. 

Emoy wrote Tywan — “ We find that unavoidably We must pay Custom, so are 
making Accounts with Punhee, and would have you do the same.” 

Account of Presents made by the Factory of Emoy to the King, &c. 

Reasons for letting Sinkoe, an Officer in high Authority at Emoy, have the 
Cloth, Rashes, Perpetuanoes, and Broad Cloth at the Prices himself has pro- 
posed, although they be the clioicest and most vendible Part of our Cargo. The 
most imperative of these Reasons is, that all People are prohibited trading with us, 
without his Leave, by the King’s Chop put tip at our Door ; besides which, he 
hath brought the King’s Order for delivering the fore-mentioned and most Part of 
the Goods to him. Nor can we obtain an Investment of Copper, Tutenague, 
Sugar, and Alum, without him. 

All the Trade at Emoy must pass through Sinkoe’s Hands ; he has taken the 
principal Part of our Cargo in the King’s Name, which we were forced to deliver. 

Emoy therefore instructs Tywan to apply to Punhee, the King’s Minister, for 
a Redress of these Abuses, so contrary to the Articles j and to represent that on 
these Terms the Honourable Company cannot continue their Trade. 

The Presents transmitted with this Communication to Punhee and the young 
King amounted to 323Ta. 9M. 5C. about jPioy Sterling. 

Emoy suspects that the Profit* made by our Traffic accrues not to Sinkoe alone, 
but that the greatest Part goes to the King towards maintaining his Army. Japan 
Copper can be purchased only of the King, for ready Money, at too high a Price. 

Emoy’s Inability to procure Copper has been the Cause of the small Value of 
their Returns to Surat : hence the Cargo of the Retuni amounted to no more than 
33,634 Ta. 7M. I C., while Emoy had been so plentifully supplied with Stock 
from Bantam, that the Factors had a Surplus of 10,000 Tale of last Year’s in 
ready Cash, for want of Merchandize to invest it, when this Ship arrived with 
fresh Stock for the Season. This proves the Meanness of the Trade, "and the 
little* Confluence of Goods to this Port. 

Reflected Intelligence that Amoy had been taken by the Tartars. 

In consequence of Overtures from the Tartar Authorities, Part of the* Factors 
left in charge of the Remains at Tywan proceeded to Emoy m assist others of the 
Company’s Servants in settling a Factory there 

May 26. The Company’s Ship the Delight arrived at Amoy after she had been 
refused Trade at Macao. The Supra-cargoes, having been summoned before the 
Mandarins, stated that they came to Amoy on the Invitation of Tw'alawyea 
Chunkung. 

May 27. ^Some Officers required an Account of the Cargo ; and Intimation 
was given that the Mandarins expected Presents. 

May* 28th. Presents to particular Mandarins were specified. 
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Early Records, ' 


1678. 

B. from 1. 142. 120. 


1678-9, Mar. 15th. 
B. from 1. 179. 126. 

Emoy Diary, 1679, 

D.P.F.L.N0.8.-7. 
1679, Sept. 20th. 


1679, .Sept; 24th. 
B. from 1. 179. 126. 


Nov. 28. 


1 679, Nov. 5lh. 
B. from I. No. 170. 


1681. 

C. L. B. No. 6. 
1 684, June 4th. 


1684. 

B. from 1. 240. 145. 

149. 

M. p. 354, 355. 
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Op the a 9th th^ Mandarin Lockungia rejected his Present as too small, it was 
afterwards enlarged. Pre'bents were necessary for the Viceroy of Hockchew and 
Twalawyea. 

June ad and 4th. Various Presents were specified. 

June 5th. The Mandarins communicated the Tenor of a Letter from the 
Viceroy of Hockchew, importing that they were disposed to grant a Trade there, 
but that the Supra-cargoes had done ill in bringing Four Things serving for War; 
viz. Brass Guns, Muskets, Gunpowder, and Lead. They desired to know, why 
they brought them, whether as Presents to the Emperor ? Mr. Crouch answered, 
that the Company being Merchants, sent these Things as Merchandize. The 
Mandarins then intimated that the Supra>cargoes would be expected to present 
these Articles to the Emperor ; except the Lead, which might be excused, as 
applicable to other Purposes than War. The Supra-cargoes were forced to sub- 
mit to this ; but were allowed to keep a small Proportion of each for the Defence 
of the Ship. 

June ayth. Twalawyea Chunkung arrived from Hockchew. He encouraged 
them to hope for Liberty to settle at Amoy ; and he permits Mr. Woolhouse, a 
Member of the former Factory, to go on board with the Supra-cargoes ; having 
pardoned the Misdemeanours” at Tywan, avS he called their Political and Com- 
mercial Relations with the late Chinese Sovereign there. He ordered them to 
petition the other Mandarins concerned in the Government as well as himself. 

August 1 ith. The jyiandarins required greater Presents. 

For 1,100 Tael, they offered to admit the Supra-cargoes to Possession of the 
Company’s old Factory ; which Sum the Supra-cargoes agreed to pay in Goods. 
A Present made to the Under Ponchai. 

August 14th. The Supra-cargoes unloaded the Ship, carrying the Goods to the 
old Factory. The same Night Thirty Soldiers were quartered there. 

About the 18th a Dutch Ship arrived from Batavia, and authorized Persons on 
board her immediately to commence negociating with the Tartar Governors. The 
Business which the English Supra-cargoes had in hand afterwards took an adverse 
Turn ; and all the Circumstances indicated the Progress of some Intrigue between 
{he Mandarins and the Dutch Chiefs against the English. 

August 24th. The Mandarins now required the i, 100 Tael in Money, and 12 
Pieces of fine Broad Cloth ; the Supra-cargoes delivered this Quantity. 

September 7. The Supra-cargoes received an Order from the Military Go- 
vernor to re-ship their Goods, and re-embark themselves. Meanwhile the Purser 
of the Dutch Ship informed them, that the Governor had sent him to repeat the 
Order for them to re-embark, because he intended to give the English Factory 
House to the Dutch. 

From this Time to the 25th of October they were induced, by the Repre- 
sentations of the Mandarins, to make several Applications for Liberty to trade, 
seconded by large Presents ; when at length they desired Redress, or Permissitm 
to depart. 

October ay and 31. After receiving Earnest from several Merchants for 
Pepper, they were compelled by Chutajea to return it, and to sell thdr Pepper to 
him at Kis own Price. 

November 8th. A Specification of Presents. Poee required an Account 
of their Purchases, Sales, and expected Remains. 

December 6th. The Guns and Powder for the Emperor, which had been 
extorted as above stated, were taken from the Factory. Next Day Ityhong 
announced to the Supra-cargoes, that it was not the Emperor’s Pleasure that they 
should stay this Year ; and that they must depart, with the Ship, in Ten Days. In 
answer to their Remonstrances, the same Mandarin reported, that the Emperor 
designed to appoint a Person to reside at Amoy for the Government of 
to prevent Loss of Time in sending up to Pekin. He promised a more profitable 
Trade next Year. ' 


December 
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December 13. Tvralawyea bought Cloth to the Amount of 1,000 Copangs, 
and departed for Hockchew. His Deputy extorted a large Present. The new 
Governor extorted a Present. 

December 19th. The Mandarins insisted on the Supra-cargoes, with the 
Delight, departing on that Day, being that which they had appointed; not 
suffering them to hnish some pending Business. 

December 20th. The Delight sailed for Surat. The Supra-cargoes were 
obliged to bring back a Quantity of Europe Goods, and to take in a Quantity of 
China Goods not proper for Europe. 

The Presents which the Delight had made at Amoy amounted to ^£*2,000 
Sterling. 

July 27th. The China Merchant anchored olF Amoy. 

August 3d. The Captain was forced to send the Sails cn shore. . The Factors 
remonstrated against this. Got King’s Chop for Liberty of Trade. 

August 4th. The Supra-cargoes reverted to the Powder and Guns exacted 
from the Delight as Presents to the Emperor. The Mandarin promised that the 
Presents now to be given would be inconsiderable. Negociated with a Mandarin 
for a House : and were forced to take it at the Rent fixed by himself. 

August 6th. When a Bale of Cloth was sent ashore, the Chinese opened it 
and measured every Piece. 

August loth. The Customef -required the Rates at which they intended to 
sell their Goods. After repeated Orders from him to land all their Goods, and 
repeated Refusals on their Part, he required them to pay Custom on ail Goods on 
board, whether sold or not. 'I'hey refused to give a Note undertaking this, and 
were permitted to land Musters. 

August nth. The Customer promised them a Chop permitting all Merchants 
to trade with them ; yet a Chinese Merchant was forced out of their House by his 
Orders. 

August I »th. The Customer sent a Paper for them to sign, undertaking to 
pay Custom on all Goods, whether sold or not. The Factors replied, that for 
what Goods they might send back in the Ship they were willing to pay the Duty, 
provided the Chinese set a Price on them, which they were willing to give, which 
should be the Rate of Duty. But the Factors positively refused to sign a Paper 
undertaking to pay Custom on their own Valuation. 

August 1 3th and 1 4th. Received a Chop from the Hoppo, permitting Merchants 
to trade with them. Made a Present to the Hoppo, and Presents to other*^ 
Mandarins. 

August i6tli. Seetoloya, the Conqueror of Tywan, arrived. The Factors went 
out to meet him, and were invited on board his Junk. 

August 23d. Owing to the Linguists having absented themselves, because the 
Factors refused to make large Presents to several Mandarins, no Merchants had 
come to the House the last Seven Days. The Factors sent their Portugueze 
Linguist to the Hoppo for Redress. The Chinese Linguists return ; but brought 
a Chop, signifying that the Factors must sell no Goods without them ; which 
they stick on the Wall of the House. 

August 25th. The Company’s Ship the Loyal Adventure arrived. 

August 27th. Mr. Gladman addressed a Letter to the Chuncoon Toloya, re- 
ferring to the Present to the Emperor made by the Delight, and other Steps taken 
by her Supra-cargoes for obtaining a Factory at Amoy, stating, ' that on the 
Assurances they received, the Company had sent The China Merchant, and solicit- 
ing Permission to settle at Amoy. 
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Early Records. The General answered, that the English should have a Settlement to thdr 
Content. He recommended the Company to send larger Ships, and encouraged 
the Factors to hope that an Embassy from the Company to the Emperor would 
free them from all Duties. The Factors invited the General to send an Ambas- 
sador to England. 

The Factors, both of the Delight and the Adventure, waited on the General, 
who informed them that the Viceroy of Hockchew had granted them Liberty to 
settle a Factory. 

September Z4th, and October 3d, Presents were given to Mandarins. 

• ♦ 

The Peahpo threatened to make the Factors pay Customs in Money for ail 
Goods remaining with them when the Ships were gone. This Diary contains, 
several Notices of Quarrels between the Chinesd^ and the Men of the Adventure. 

October 6th and 7th. Presents given to the Mandarins. 

October 8th. Were informed by their Linguist that the Offers and Promises 
of the General, in regard to their settling at Amoy, were illusory ; and that the 
Viceroy of Hockchew had given no Order for it. 

October 21st. To avert impending Troubles on account of the Man shot by the 
Adventure’s People, gave Presents to the General and other Mandarins. Customs 
were paid on these Presents ; and the full Duty exacted on some unsold Rashes 
and Perpetuaneos, although damaged. 

December 31st. The China Merchant sailed for Surat. 

M. 381 . 391 . July 25th. The Ship Loyal Adventure touched at Macao. 

August 25th. Arrived at Amoy, where she continued till 17th December, 
having been able to sell neither her Cloth, nor strong Waters, nor any Part of 
her Cargo, except the Lead. She was compelled to enter the Port, had Eighteen 
Pieces of Cloth stolen from her at Collinchew, and was obliged to pay C'.ustoms 
on her whole Cargo. Her Port Charges, including Customs, amounted to 
aSiTr. oM. 5C. 

A Tartar belonging to one of the Siam Junks was wounded in attempting to 
steal Two Hats out of her, 

1687 . May 24 . The New London, with a Stock of jfcT 0,000 on the Company’s Account j and 

M. 467 . 470. the Worcester, with a Stock of about £^,000 on the Owner’s Account, departed 
from Bombay ; they arrived at Amoy on the last of July and zd of August 1687. 
They found there the Ships St. George and the Moulsford, from Madras. 

August 3d. The Cong-po, or Customer, (the same Officer that is called the 
Hoppo at Canton), stated, that there was no Custom to be paid for any Goods 
unsold or carried back ; but in lieu thereof, our Ships were to be measured, and 
we to allow, by the Foot, for Length, Breadth, and Depth, according to the 
Emperor’s Establishm^t, 

August 8th. The Factors in vain attempted to procure the Rate ofMeasurage, 
but could only obtain a Promise from the Mandarins that we should pay no 
more than the Emperor’s Order was, and allowed by the Dutch at this Place, 
Hockchew, and Canton. 

The estimated Expence of the Measurage of the Ships and of the Presents, 
was 2,000 Dollars. The Measurage was arbitrary, the London having paid 
1,147 Taels, and the Worcester 612 Taels. The landing of the Guns and 
Ammunition was at first insisted on, but the Demand dropped on receiving a 
Present. Presents were demanded for all the Mandarins. These Presents 
amounted, to the Customer and his Second, to about 240 Tael ; to the Tunclaya 
and Hihoung, about 250 Tael. 

1689 - 90 . March 7th, The Freighters of the Princess, just arrived at Madras'from China, 

M. 483 . encountered many new and itsufferable Injuries in their Trade at Amoy. The 

Mandarins 
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Mandarins imposed upon them improbable Fictions, as Reasons for their arbitrary 
Actions j they forced from them unusual great Bribes and Presents, without 
which the Supercargoes could not have effected their Business, or been freed 
from the Port, having been many Days before their Departure under Con- 
finement. 

November 27th. The Ship James, a privileged Ship from England, with a great 
Stock, has ruined the Trade of Amoy ; one Mr. Gough, her Merchant, bringing 
up new Customs, to his own Detriment as well as ours, (the Supercargoes of the 
), and all future Trade. He undersold the other English Merchants 
and Captains to a ruinous Degree, reducing the Price of Broad Cloth, Rashes, 
and Perpetuanoes. Such a Sort of Broad Cloth as Captain Harding had sold for 
zTa. 9., he sold for iTa. 2. ; and what is worse, a thing never practised in this 
Place, he has contracted with the Chinese Merchants to give for their Goods, at 
dearer Prices, Two Parts Money, and but One-third, Part in his own Goods. 
“ And we were forced this Year to dance to his Music, or carry our Goods 
“ back again.” 

Mr. Gough has likewise this Year brought up a new Custom of paying the 
Sampans for carrying our Goods on board, which amounts to a great Sum. 
With much ado, by complaining to the Hoppo, we got the Merchants to pay it 
for our Goods, but it will hardly be excused another Year. 

The General has this Year set Soldiers at our Doors, with Orders that one of 
them should follow us wherever we go. 

Mr. Styleman told Mr. Gough, that both the Company and the General of 
India set a great Value on the Trade of Amoy, and entreated him to take care 
not to ruin it. His Answer was, that he did not expect to come any more, and 
he did not care what became of the Trade for the future, if he could do his 
Business. 

Supercargo Roberts, of the Loyal Cooke, met with great Difficulty in bringing 
Anqua to fulfil his Contract ; and there being no Tribunal to which he could 
appeal, Mr. Roberts, after many Indignities, and being chained in the Factory, 
was forced to take such Goods as Anqua could give him, and also (that he might 
not lose the Monsoon for Madras) to leave 20,400 Tael in his Hands, taking his 
Bond for Payment in Gold. 

A Merchant belonging to one of the Emperor’s Sons went to Amoy to trade. 
The Mandarins and Merchants were obliged to allow him Six-tenths of their 
Contracts. The Supercargoes feared his Arrival would prove of injurious 
Consequence. 

The Supercargoes advised, that the Government had threatened not to allow 
them to reside in Amoy after the Dispatch of the Ship Union. 

Notice that the Merchants, in contracting for Goods, required double the 
Amount in Money. This had become an established Custom. 

• The Commander of the Rochester, Company’s Ship, was instructed, if he 
touched at Amoy, to state that the Ill-treatment experienced there, had caused 
the Company to forbear sending Ships thither for some Years. 

Importation of Saltpetre subjects the Cargo to Confiscation. 

October 18th. In the Diary of the Supercargoes of the Susanna, at Canton, 
there is a Notice that a private Ship (the Ann) belonging to Madras, had seized 
a Junk belonging to Amoy, in Satisfaction of some Injuries received at that 
Port. The Emperor being informed of this, sent a special Messenger to enquire 
into the Affair, and on his Report, ordered the Mandarins whose Duty it was to 
see Justice done the Madras Merchants, to be severely punished. The Emperor 
• 5 had 
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had not declared what Satisfaction was to be made the Owners of the Junk, whose 
Loss was stated at 80,000 Tale } the whole Demiinds of the Ann did not exceed 
15,000 Tale. 

Account of the Seizure made by the Ann, with the Cause, in a Letter from the 
Presidency of Madras. 

January 16th. The Seizure of the Amoy Junk made the Chinese treat the 
English better than formerjy. The Emperor obliged the Mandarins to make the 
Owners Satisfaction, and confiscated the Remainder of their Estates. 

July 29th. The Trade in China last Year so ^ood, that Madras this Year sent 
'I'wo Ships. The Seizure of the Amoy Junk had caused the English to be better 
treated than ever. 

Messrs. Torriano, Godfrey, and Nicholson arrived at Batavia with Instructions 
from the Secret Committee, on their Way to Amoy, with a View of renewing a 
I'rade there, in consequence of the continued Exactions of the Mandarins at 
Canton. This Measure was relinquished at the Request of the Fouyneen of 
Canton, who^ledged himself, by issuing a Chop, to shew the English the greatest 
Favour, if they would continue to trade at Canton. 

Another Effort made to establish a Factory at Amoy. The Supra-cargoes, upon 
anchoring in the outer Harbour, received a favourable Message and fair Promises 
from the Tituk. At a Conference with Persons on the I’art of the Hoppo, the Privi- 
leges required are acceded to, and with great Difficulty rlie Amount of the Emperor’s 
Duty is shewn, which is to be paid in Sicca Silver, and the Hoppo’s Demands 
limited to 20 per Cent, thereon. On requiring Explanations respecting the 
Measurage of tlie Ships, not without great Exertion the Covid was produced, 
and was found to be only 11 1 Inches, which would cause their Ship to be rated 
as a First Rate, while by the Canton Covid it was only a Third Rate. 

By Amoy Covid, Lengtli 79 - Breadth 22 

Canton — - Do. 63 - Do. 18 

Hoppo offers as a Matter of great Favour to take 1,250 Tales Measurage, whereas 
the Measurage was only equal to 504 Tales. The latter Sum offered, and 100 Tales, 
or 20 per Cent, thereon, as a Present. The Sum accepted, after many Evasions, 
and the Covid fixed at 14^ Inches. A Chop on board, originally a Proclamation 
of the Emperor, to treat Europeans well, and punish those who cheat them. 
The Hoppo, contrary to the Paper of Privileges, insisted on sending a Person to 
reside in the Factory, to take account of all Goods, &c. . 4 fter several Inter- 
views, agreed to inform the Tituk, that if the Demand was persevered in, they 
would leave the I^Iace. Among other Demands, rite Guns, Sails, Powder, &c. 
were to be delivered into the Custody of the Chinese. After occupying the 
House on shore some Time, only I'wo Merchants visited them, who charged 
Customs on their Goods, although the Hoppo had declared that no Customs on 
their Goods would be demanded. Badly ‘supplied with Provisions, and obliged 
in consequence to live chiefly on Salt Provisions. Merchants profess to be deterred 
from trading, by Apprehen.sions of the Mandarins and Hoppo : one of them 
demanded 10 per Cent, above- the common Price of Goods. Toyan, a great 
Mandarin, promises to rectify some Grievances, and excuses others. At length 
a grand Chop sent down, granting Liberty of Trade, and stating “ that by aDe- 
“ cree of the Emperor and Grand Council, published E'our Tears since, the Man- 
“ darins of Amoy are expressly forbid demanding the Seven per Cent, formerly 
“ paid them by all European Ships, hoping by this the Europeans may be induced 
“ to come and trade again at Amoy.” After Interviews and Discussions with 
several Merchants, find it impossible to do any thing at Amoy this Year. The 
English not being expected, the Merchants had every thing to provide. Though 
promised a free Trade, only Two Merchants were allowed to communicate, 
their Terms too extravagant to be attended to. The Hoppo full of Deby.s and 

. Pre- 
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Prevarications, denying; one Day what he had promised the Day before. Nothing 
to be bought but Teas, and those such as the Merchants chose to sell. The Supra- 
cargo, therefore, under these Circumstances, departed without trading. Advise 
their Successors of the Result of their Endeavours. 

In 1735, another Effort made to trade at Amoy, which failed, owing to high 
Prices and enormous Duties. The Europeans insulted by the Chinese Boys. 
The same fraudulent Practices with Weights and Measures repeated as last 
Year. 

On the Arrival of a Ship from Manilla, a Gentry placed on the House to secure 
a Monopoly of the Trade to a favoured Merchant, who had purchased of the 
Hoppo by a Bribe. 

Quit Amoy for Canton. 

The Ship llardwick, .to avoid the Spaniards then off Macao, went to Amoy, 
which Port, after spending much Time in fruitless Discussions and vain En- 
deavours to get the Chinese to trade, she was compelled to quit, and proceed 
to Bengal for a Cargo. 


MACAO. 

163'. THE Presidency at Surat received a Proposition from the Poitugueze 
Viceroy at Goa, that Surat should send a Ship from Goa to Macao for Goods on 
Freight. The Presidency accepted the Overture, and immediately dispatched the 
London to Goa. 

On the 6th April 1637, the English Fleet being then in the Indian Seas, the 
Planter, owing to some Misunderstanding with the Supercargoes and Commo- 
dore, obtained her Licence to proceed to England, while the other Ships prose- 
cuted the Voyage to China. 

On the 27rh June 1637, the Fleet anchored off Macao. The Supercargoes 
immediately went ashore, with a Letter from King Charles, addressed to the Por- 
tugueze Captain General, soliciting Permission to trade at Macao. Next Day, 
they received an evasive Answer, not being permitted to land. The Procurador of 
the City came on board, and affirmed, that the Subjection under which the 
Chinese Authorities held the Portugueze at Macao, would be increased by the 
Arrival of Captain Weddell’s Four Ships, And that the Ship London, belonging 
to the English Company, which only came thither on Freight, though dispatched 
from Goa on Portugtieze Account, had brought upon them a great Fine. 

After this, the Portugueze intrigued at Canton, to prevent the Admission of 
the English there, which led to important Eveirts. (See (’anton.) 

In November, the Attempt to trade at Canton having failed, the Fleet returned 
to Macao, where the Conduct of the Portugueze to Captain Weddell and. his 
crew, finally compelled them to quit that Place, and proceed to Acheen, protest- 
ing against the Conduct of the Portugueze. 

In 1639, the Court were advised that the Portugueze hail not paid for the 
London’s Freight. Having no Succour from Portugal, and being much distressed 
by the Dutch, and distracted in their Counsels, they applied to the English for 
Assistance, but they coulii not grant it. The Dutch claimed a Right of Search 
for the Goods of their Enemy (the Portugueze) in consequence of which the 
latter proposed to hire English Freight. The Surat Servants write on this Subject 
to the Court as follows ; 

“ If you had Ships wherewithal to serve them to China, either strong enough of 
“ themselves to resist the Dutch insolent and violent Manner of searching for Por- 
“ fogal’s Goods, or inforced with His Majesty’s Commission, which yet, we think, 

they would harSly vail to in respect to the Dominion which they have in these 

“ Seas, 
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Early Records. « Seas, we would not doubt to procure from them” (the Portugucze) “ such Con- 
“ ditions and Performances as would be very advantageous to you, for we believe 

they would readily subscribe to furnish you with Pepper, Cinnamon, and as 
“ much Freedom and Security in some of the Forts (if not the Fort itself) as we 
“ can deiire, or they themselves own.” 

In the same Year a Portugueze Vessel was compelled to take Shelter under 
the Guns of Arraagon, whither the Dutch followed her ; and she was destroyed 
by her Crew. 

In 1 644, the Company’s Ship Hinde made a Voyage to Macao, and arrived on 
the 9th of August 1 644, where the Supercargoes, at their first Landing, received 
respectful Entertainment from the Portugueze, but afterwards were by them and 
the Chinese injuriously exacted upon, and that principally in measuring the 
Ship, for which they paid 3,500 Rials, whereas their reasonable Due was not 
above 800 Rials, nor so much in proportion to the London, which paid but 
1,400. 

The Place was greatly reduced, owing to the Loss of their former Trades to 
Japan and the Manillas : “ The first they lately attempted to recover, by sending 
“ a Pinnace into those Parts, but had their People all cut oil" ; and now, recently, 
“ which makes the Portugueze at Macao the more miserable, C'liina is wholly 
“ embroiled in Civil Wars. One of the chief Mandarins having risen in Rebel- 
“ lion, is grown so powerful, that he possesses a great Part of the Kii:gdom, and 
“ is likely to command the whole. From Apprehension of falling into the Rebel 
“ Mandarin’s Hands, the Emperor had hung himself (alter slaying his own Wife 
“ and Two of his Children). These Disturbances, with the Poverty of the Por- 
“ tugueze, have left Macao destitute of all Sorts of Commodities, there not being 
“ to be bought in the City either Silks raw or wrought, nor China Roots, other 
“ than what were old and rotten, nor indeed any thing but China Ware, which 
“ is the Bulk of the Hinde’s Lading ; nor could any thing at all, during the 
“ Ship’s Stay there, be procured from Canton.” The Voyage was in conse- 
quence much less profitable than had been expected. 

1648 - 9 . “ As for the Portugals in Macao, they are little better than Rebels against their 

O.c. 1483 . “ Viceroy in Goa, having lately murdered thjeir Captain General sent thence to 

“ them ; and Macao itself so distracted among themselves, that they are daily 
“ spilling one another’s Blood.” 

1664 . On the 1 3th June 1664, the Company’s Ship the Surat Frigate, sailed from 

B. froml. No. 55 . Bantam for Macao, off which City she anchored on the 13th July, and from that 
' ^ Time to the 1 3 th December was occupied in fruitless Attempts to open a Trade ; 
and failing to accomplish the Object, reshipped her Goods and quitted Macao. 
The Portugueze first wanted to fix upon the Surat Frigate a Portion of the Fine 
which they stated themselves to, have paid for the Misconduct of the free 
Traders. They then demanded an enormous Payment of Measurage — compelled 
the Supercargoes to deposit Lead and Pepper on Shore, as Security for it — placed 
Guard-boats round the Ship, and Guards on board— compelled the Ship to lay 
behind the Island, lest the Mandarins should see her j and kept the English amused 
for Part ot the Time by a Promise to get a Chop for the Ship to pass up to 
Canton. It was also demanded of them by the Portugueze, that they should land 
their Goods, that when they were gone the Mandarins might know in whose 
Hands they were, and that the Buyers might keep Half the Goods to furnish 
them (the Mandarins) therewith, at what Weight and Price they pleased 
to fix. 

“ The War in China,’’ it is added, “ is an Impediment to Trade, for the 
“ Tartar Conqueror will often, for a Month together, keep the City of Macao 
** from Goods and Provisions, as it happened while we were there.” 

“ As to Commodities, there was no Choice. The Merchants of Canton were 
" commanded not to come down nor send any Goods. One large Junk, of 130 

« Tons, 
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“ Tons, laden with fine Goods, that came down by Stealth, was taken by Pirates, 
“ at the Mouth of the Canton River.” 

The Company’s Ship Return reached Macao, with a View to trade, the 23d 
September. The Portuguezc permitted the Vessel to be careened, ^d the Goods 
to be landed, but under Restriction to trade only with the Portuguezc in the 
Town, and with Money oidy ; hence, from not having Silver on board, the Pur- 
chases were inconsiderable, and the Sales of Goods were partial. 

On the 1 8th of May 1674, it was recorded, that Protection from the Dutch, 
then at War with the English, was refused, upon insignificant Pretences, by the 
Portugueze at Macao, who added, “ That we should not trouble them with any 
“ more Propositions, for they could not make any Alteration until they had Answer 

from the Viceroy at Goa.” 

“ The Factors, who had hired a House at Macao, thereupon went on board 
“ the Return, and consulted with the Commander ; and finding the Danger to 
“ be very great, where the Ship now rides, and that, an Enemy coming, she 
“ might be easily destroyed, they addressed a Fourth Paper to the Portugueze 
“ Council, desiring Leave to depart, and that the Portugueze would grant them 
“ Boats to relade their Goods unsold.” The Consultation, dated 6th August 
1674, recites, that all the Time of the Company’s Factors being at Macao, 
they had not obtained any further Liberty ; the Guard of Soldiers, which was 
continued upon them, prevented any Chinamen from coming in, “ or if any 
“ offer to come they arc drubbed with the Serjeants Halberts. If any Portugueze 
“ come to trade for trivial Things, they are called Traitors, and Enemies to their 
“ Country. The Ship’s Crew, and the Family on Shore, cannot be maintained 
“ but at a vast Expence ; Provisions cannot be purchased without Plate, and we 
“ cannot sell our Goods for Plate unless we part with them for Flalf their 
“ Value.” 

On the 5th September, the Return sailed for the Island Samshaw, with a View 
of endeavouring to barter with the Chinese inhabiting the neighbouring Coast, 
or with Junks passing in that Direction. 

On the 14th September, the Ship removed to the Road of Lampacao. 

Consultation, dated 26th November 1674, recites, that the Factors had en- 
deavoured to put off their Cloth, and other English Manufactures ; but owing to 
the intestine Wars of China, they had not been able to sell above Eleven Pieces 
of Cloth in Barter, and that aupoor Rates, while they had been forced to take 
such Goods as they could get at dear Rates ; and now, having sold their Pepper 
in Barter, and done what they possibly could, they judged it convenient to depart 
from Lampacao Ro4d, for Bancock, in the River of Siam. 

It is incidentally noticed, that when obliged, during their Stay off the Coast of 
China, to obtain Plate in Exchange for Goods, it was done at a Loss of 30 per 
Cent, to the Company. 

The Company’s Ships the China Merchant and the Tywan, arrived at the 
Macao Islands on the 1st of August 1682. On their Arrival being known at 
Canfon, instead of Merchants coming from thence to trade with them, as they 
expected, Tartar War-boats came, and lay among those Islands, in order to im- 
pede Commerce. In this they had been too successful ; for during the Three 
Months the Two Ships remained together, the War- boats had debarred them 
from Traffic, except to a trifling Amount, and also from Provisions. 

Perplexed by these Difficulties, and considering that the Court had ordered a 
Cargo to be provided for the China Merchant at Madras, the Supra-cargoes 
dispatched her thither, with what Cargo they had procureil, which was only 458 
Pecul of Tutenague, 37 Pecul 67 Catties of Raw Silk, and to the Value of 1,373 
Tael of Gold. 

Woollens Jiowever, properly assorted for the Market, were in no Demand, 
owing to the large Quantities imported the previous Year by the Dutch, the 
Chinese, and the Company Is Ship the Formosa. The Reason that the Formosa 
( 42 .) 5 E made 
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Eorly RecordK. made SO profitable a Voyage was, that there had been no Ship to trade at these 
Islands in the Three or Four Years before ; and also, because the War between 
the Tartars and the Chinese obstructed the Communication with Tywan, so that 
the People of this Province were unfurnished with our Manufactures. But the 
Dutch havin^been expelled from Hockchew, and Two of their Ships, intended 
for that Place, arriving here shortly after the Formosa, so glutted the Market, 
that the Chinese Merchants would not have fulfilled their Contract with her 
Supercargoes, had they not had “ a considerable Paun on board,” which com- 
pelled them. 

The Order of the Court for bartering English Manufactures for Gold, the 
Supra-cargoes could not effect, it being always purchased with ready Money. 

Nor. I7tb. Being now at the Macao Island only with the Tywan, the Supra-cargoes re- 
ceived a Message from the General of the Tartar Fleet, announcing that tlie Por- 
tugueze had petitioned him to turn all Strangers out of the Harbour, and there- 
fore desiring the Dutch, as well as the English Ship Tywan, to remove to some 
of the Islands without, he promising to permit the Merchants to come and trade 
with us there. The Factors in consequence order the Captain to .sail to Lamptan 
or Twa. On the aist November the Ship arrives at Lamptan. Finding, how- 
ever, a Fleet of War-boats there, the Tywan, to avoid being attacked, sailed to 
another Station to lie on tlie defensive. On the 4ih of December, most of the 
Tartar War-boats having gone for Canton, the Tywan returned to 'I’empa 
Kebreda. 

December 24. As the Tywan had not yet sold any Goods, or made any In- 
vestments, the Supercargoes intended to detain her as long as the Monsoon would 
permit, before sending her back to Batavia. 

December 30th. Two Siam Junks that had been to Japan, having arrived off’ 
the Islands, the Supercargoes contracted with one of them for 600 Chests of 
Copper. They obtained 572 Chests more, and 122 Copang.-. 

I684’ June 2 1 St, 1683. The Company’s Ship the Caroline arrived at Tempa Cabrado. 

On the 2 2d, the Supercargoes, with much Difficulty, obtained Permission to 
land at Macao, to deliver a Letter from the Company to the Portugueze Captain 
General and Council. This Officer told them, that he could not permit them to 
trade without an Order from the Viceroy of Goa ; and that the Chinese Merchants 
at Macao were too poor to buy a Tenth Part of fhe Caroline’s Cargo, they being 
oppressed by the Tartars. 

The Supercargoes then solicited and obtained Permission to purchase Provi- 
sions while they stayed. 

Afrer the Caroline had lain at Tempa Cabrado Two or Three Days, Five 
Tartar War-boats, with Mandarins on boffrd, visited the Ship, and enquired her 
Business. The Messenger made known that the Portugueze had reprc.sented to 
the Governor of Canton, that the Stranger was a Dutch Ship, and desired him 
to send down some War-boats to force her away. The Supercargoes then in- 
formed the Messenger that they were English, but he doubting the Truth of this, 
they shew'ed him the Company’s Arms and Marks upon the Goods, which satis- 
fied him. 

The Mandarins then desired an Account of the Cargo, which the Supercargoes 
gave. 

Next Day they sent a Present to the Portugueze General at Macao ; but the 
Captain, with other Bearers of it, not being allowed to land, would have declined 
to deliver the Present, which was nevertheless received ; they are then permitted 
to land, but not to go into the City. The Portugueze General returned many 
Thanks for the Present, but it was not in his Power to shew them any Civility, 
on account of the Tartars. That there was a mutual Obligation J>etwecn the 
Emperor and the Portugueze, not to permit a -Trade with any other European 
Nation, and that in consideration of a large Sum of Money which they had 

lately 
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lately paid to the Emperor. He therefore sent them word that they must not E«dy Records, 
have any thing from that Place, nor stay longer there. 

The next Day there came Fifteen Tartar War-boats, and anchored by the 
Caroline, with an Order from the Emperor of Pekin, as they pretended, that 
the Supercargoes must forthwith be gone from that Place with their Ship, and 
not stay at all, for that they should have no Trade. The Supercargoes then, 
by the Messenger, requested that, if the Mandarins could not permit them to 
trade, they would not force them away until the Monsoon was settled, as it might 
hazard the Loss of the Ship. 

At length the Mandarins permitted them to buy Provisions, and take in Water 
at Macao, and to stay Six or Seven Days to fit themselves for Sea. 

Irf Conference with the Mandarins, they confirmed the Assertion of the Por- 
tugueze, respecting their having made a Compact with the Emperor, who, in 
Consideration of a great Sum of Money, had engaged to suffer no other European 
Nation than themselves to have any Trade in his Dominions. 

On the yth July, the Supercargoes again went to the Castle of Macao, to try 
if they might obtain any Refreshments, but the Portugueze General would not 
permit them to come on Shore, nor to purchase Provisions. All this Time no 
Answer had been given to the Company’s Letter. 

On the 9th July, the Caroline sailed from Tempa Cabrado to the Island of 
Lanto, the Supercargoes being induced, by a China Junk that had come with 
them from Batavia, to expect some private Trade there. On die iith, the 
Caroline anchored at I^anto. 'I'hrec Days before this the Tartars had burnt a 
large Chinese Junk in that Harbour, bound for Japan, killed all the Crew, con- 
sisting of 126 Men. On the 12th, some Chinese Merchants, who had brought 
down from Canton some Goods in Boats, to be laden on the Junk which had 
been destroyed, came on board the Caroline, and shewed their Assortments to 
the Supercargoes, who brought such Parcels of their Goods as were fitting for 
the Europe Markets. 

On the 1 6th, Seven Tartar War-boats urged "the Chinese Junks to aid them 
in getting the English from Lanto. • 

On the 17th, the Supercargoes remonstrated with the Tartar Commanders for 
dogging the Caroline. 

On the 1 8th, more War-boats arrived, with some great Men from Canton, who 
invited them to go back to Tempa Cabrado, saying there was some Probability 
of Trade there ; and demanding an Account of the Caroline’s Cargo, and what 
Goods she would take in Barter. • 

'J’he Supercargoes visited these Officers from Canton, who, among other 
Things, told them, that the Emperor had.settled the I’rade of all the great Cities 
under the Management of Four Degrees of Mandarins in each City, on Purpose 
to suppress all Strangers and Foreigners from trading with tiiern ; and that for 
the Sake of the Dutch, no European should be suffered so much as to come into 
any of their Cities. 

The Canton Messengers, however, held out Hopes that the Mandarins might 
obtain a Trade for this Time, by paying a great Custom, and promised this as a 
Boon if the Caroline would leave Lanto and return to Tempa Cabrado. On the 
16th of August the Ship sailed for that Place. On the 17th, htvwever, while on 
her Passage back, the Mandarins sent an Order for the Caroline and Junks to 
return to Lanto, pretending they were about to bring their Merchandize there. 

As soon as the Caroline and Chinese Junks .were anchored" in their old Station, 
the Tartar Mandarins advised them to weigh again, and go to Lampeco. After 
several Days, the Supercargoes, meanwhile expostulating with the Mandarins for 
so often deceiving Strangers who came to institute a Trade with them in Amity, 
consented to go thither. On the 17 th September, the Caroline weighed for 

Lampeco j 
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Lampeco ; next Day she anchored in that Harbour, and found a Madras Ship 
there. 

The Caroline stayed at Lampeco till the ist of December. The Super-cargoes 
Letter to the Court states to the following Effect : 

“ The Invoice of what Goods we have bought amounts to, Dollars 19,246 44j^d. 

We have endeavoured to glean a little after others, being forced to take what 
“ we could get, and not at liberty to pick and choose Goods, as if we had a Set- 
“ tlement or a free Trade. These private Chinese Merchants cannot take Goods, 
“ because it is a clandestine Trade, and Imports pay 10 per Cent, at Canton ; but 
“ we have made great Shift to put off 30 Pieces of fine Cloth, with some other 
" small Matter specified in the Accounts.” 

May 16. The^ Company’s Ship the Delight anchored near Macao. On-the 
18th, the great Mandarin of Macao informed Mr. Crouch, her First Supercargo, 
that the Portugueze General had desired him to put us out. ^ On the 20th, the 
Supercargoes went to Macao, with a Present to the Portugueze General, but 
meeting an uncivil Reception, did not deliver it. On the 22d, the Delight sailed 
tor Emoy. 


CANTON. 

Previous to the loth December 1614, the Company’s Agent at Firando had 
employed Three eminent China Merchants, connected with House.s in Japan, to 
open a Negociation for a direct Trade to China. A strong Prejudice then existed 
in that Country against the English, from the Odium which the Hollanders had 
brought upon our national Character, by robbing C'hinese Junks under the I’.nglish 
Flag. But the Company’s Agent in Japan exposed this Deception, by making the 
real Facts known in China ; and the good Report of Englishmen was in conse- 
quence higher there than ever. 

It is s'tated, in a Letter from the C-ompany’s Agent, dated in 1617, tliat 
“ no Chinese dare translate and forward the Letters addressed by King James 

to the Emperor of China ; it being Death by the Laws of their Country >0 to 
“ do, or to give Passage to any Christian as the Be.arcr of them. 1 hose Letters 
“ therefore, which were intended to give Authority to a Negotiation for the Com- 
“ pany, are lying dormant at Bantam.” 

The Dutch still continue to plunder Chinese Junks in tne English Name ; and 
have left Two large Ships to scour the Coast of China, and to intercept the Trade 
between Macao and Japan. 

Previous to the ix>th March 1619, the Company's Agent in Japan had employed 
in succession Two Commanders of Chinese Vessels, one of them the “ Captain 
“ of all the Chinese in Japan,” to open and conduct a Negociation for a direct 
Trade to China. 

The Agent in Japan is informed that “ the n^-w Emperor of China had granted 
“ unto our Nation Trade for Tvvo Ships a Year and that this Contract wanted 
only the Ratification of Two Viceroys, (hereditary Kings of Provinces). 

This Year (i6t i) Three Kings of China died, and the Minority of the new King 
arrested Proceedings for obtaining Trade into China. The Union with the Dutch, 
under the Treatymf Defence, was another Impediment. 

The Company’s Agents in Japan, induced by the Representations of the Chi- 
nese Captdn, Andrea Dittis, that “ Trade to the English is on the Eve of being 
“ granted,” continued supporting him in the Negociations. He alleged that he 
had then disbursed i a, 006 Tails, about ^£4,000 Sterling, in the Attempt. 

The Trade with China, to obtain which the “ Council of Defence” was insti- 
tuted, was appropriated by the Dutch to themselves in 1623 ; who, while deriving 

Support 
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Support from the Combined Fleets of both Companies, had fortified the Piscadore 
Islands and other Stations near the Coast of China, and thus forced a Trade with the 
Chinese Junks, from any Participation in which the English were excluded. The 
Agents at Batavia demanded in Writing that the combined Establishments of the 
Two Companies might settle the China Trade upon Pulo-Condere and the Loo 
Choos,* according to the Contract: but received a frivolous and evasive An- 
swer. 

The English Consul at Batavia resolved this Year to have aConference with the 
Netherlands Committee, in order to agree on Proceedings for acquiring by Nego- 
ciation, or some peaceable Course, a convenient Residence, to draw thither the 
Trading of China for the mutual Benefit of both the Companies, according to 
the Articles, but not otherwise. 

In 1637, the English Fleet, after being repulsed at Macao, (see Macao), their 
Captain (Weddell) sent a Pinnace to explore the Canton River, in order to find the 
Passage up to the City. The Supra-cargoes, Mounteney and Robinson, accompa- 
nied the Pinnace in a Barge. C 3 n the 1 8th July, being under sail ascending the 
River, they were met by the Chinese Deputy Admiral, with Twenty Junks; who 
desired them to anchor, and enquired why the English came thither? 'Mr. Robinson 
replied, that they came to form a Treaty of Amity and Commerce with China. 

Having heard their Object explained, the Chinese Admiral offered them a Junk, 
to carry up the Supercargoes, or their Agents, to the Town ; provided the Pinnace 
proceeded no further. This Oiler they accepted, intending to deliver a Petition to 
the Viceroy of Canton, for Licence to settle a Trade in those Parts. When they 
were come within Five Leagues of Canton, a Message from the Hoppo, the Chum- 
pein, and other Mandarins, required them in friendly Terms to ascend the River no 
farther; recommending them rather to seek for Trade at Macao, and promising, 
if they would quit the River, to assist them in procuring a Licence to trade from 
the Sub-Viceroy. The Supercargoes judged it prudent to comply, and returned 
to Captain Weddell’s Fleet, which was at anchor off Macao. 

Meanwhile Captain Weddell had been amused by the Portugueze Council of 
Macao with the Expectation of being permitted to trade there; but after the 
Portugueze Fleet for Japan, consisting of Six small Vessels, had sailed, and were 
secure from Attack, the Council sent an official Letter to the Captain, positively 
denying him Licence to trade. No People from the English Ships were permitted 
to go on shore; and the Rice supplied from the Town was found, by an Expe- 
riment on some Swine, fo be very unwholesome. 

Captain Weddell then weighed from Macao, and with the whole Fleet went up 
to “ Lampton,” (apparently the “ Lantin” in one of the Charts to Lord Ma- 
cartney’s Embassy), and there rode at anchor among some Islands. 

On the 31st July, the whole Fleet set«ail for the River of Canton. On the 6th 
of August, they arrived before a desolate Castle apparcr\jly dismantled. 

Being furnished with Interpreters who had a slender Acquaintance with English, 
the Supercargoes held a Conference with divers Mandarins in the King’s Junks. 
To these they communicated the Cause of their coming, viz. to cultivate Peace and 
Amity with them ; to traffic freely as the Portugueze did ; and to be forthwith 


* Tlie Copy ol the Treaty In Rymer's Fesdera dues not contain the explanatory Orders, which 
are in elfect additional Articles : 

Additional Article 10. “ Touching tlie Question where and in what Place the Ships of Defence 
' shall be first employed. - - - - The Defence shall be applied for the gaining of the Trade 

“ to China. And to that end the Fleet shall be sent to the Philippines, there to hinder and 
* divert the Chinese, that they shall not trattick with any others but witli us. And there shall be 
‘ chosen a Place of Residence fitting for the Trade, either in Lcqueo Pcijucno, Pulo-Cundore, or 
in such other commodious Place as the Common Council of Defence shall find to be meet for 
“ this Trade.** — Explanatory Orders jointly passed by the Deputies of both Companies^ leadin}^ the 
Construction of yie Treaty of Defevrr, \9th July 1619. — Historical Papers frovi ti\e Law Presses, I. 
ATu. 5- ■ • ' ^ . 
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supplied with Provisions for their Siiips, on paying for them in Money. At this 
Interview the Mandarins promised the Supercargoes to solicit a Grant to the above 
Effect from the Haitan, the Chumpein, and other great Officers at Canton; 
requesting Captain Weddell to wait in his present Position Six Days for an 
Answer ; which he agreed to do ; and the Ships rode with a White Flag on the 
Poop. Since the Return of the Pinnace to the Fleet at Macao, the Portugueze had 
sent Emissaries up to Canton, to counteract the Application of die English for 
Permission to trade, by the double Machinery of Aspersions on their National 
Character, and Bribes to the Chinese Officers. In Harmony with these Intrigues, 
the Chinese Mandarins, commanding the Junks before the Castle, employed Four 
Days of the Six at the End of which the Answer from Canton was to arrive, in 
fortifying the apparently dismantled Place, and in the Night-time mounted Forty-six 
Guns on Batteries close to the Brink of the River. 

At the End of the Fourth Day, the Chinese fired several Shots from the Fort at 
Captain Weddell’s Barge going for Water. Incensed at this Outrage, the whole 
Fleet displayed their Red Ensigns, and took a Position before the Castle, whence 
the Chinese discharged many Balls at Captain Weddell’s Ship, before the English 
could bring a'Piece of Ordnance to bear upon them. After fighting Two Hours, 
perceiving the Courage of the Chinese to fail. Captain Weddell's Boats landed 
about too Men, on sight of whom, the Chinese in great Confusion abandoned the 
Fort, the English entering it at the same Moment, and planting upon the Walls 
His Majesty’s Colours of Great Britain. The same Night Captain Weddell’s 
People carried on board the Ships all the Ordnance found in the Fort, and fired 
the Chinese Council-house. 

On the i3ih, the Boats of the Fleet surprised Two Junks, which, on receiving 
Overtures of Peace from the Chinese, Captain Weddell restored. Nevertheless, 
Mr. Robinson and a Party going on Shore with a Flag of Truce for Provisions, 
were fired upon. 

The Boats soon after surprised another small Vessel, by which they sent a 
Remonstrance to the Mandarins at Canton, for violating the Truce, and at the 
Close requested a free Trade. Next Day, a Renegade Portugueze Christian, who 
had become a Petty Mandarin, brought an Answer from Canton. He was the 
Messenger of some superior Mandarins, who were riding olf a Point of Land not 
far from the F’lcet. Captain Weddell dismissed him with Presents, and a further 
Explanation to his Masters. He returned the same Night, with a small Junk, and 
full Authority to carry up Negotiators from Captain Weddell to Canton to 
tender a Petition. 

Accordingly, on the i6th August, the Supercargoes Mounieney and Robinson 
pass up the River, and the next Evening arrive at the City, anchoring close under 
the Walls. On the i8th, having procured a Petition to be formally drawn, they 
were called to the Palace of the Chumpein (the Admiral General), and received 
with great Honors. Havjng received their Petition, the Chumpein admitted their 
Suit to be reasonable, promising them his Aid. He severely blamed the Portu- 
gueze, and professed himself the sincere Friend of Captain Weddell’s People. 

On the 20th, the Supercargoes returned from Canton, with a “ Patent” for 
free Trade, and Liberty to fortify on any Place out of the Mouth of the 
River. 

In consequence of this Adjustment, on the 2 2d, Captain Weddell landed the 
Guns taken from the Chinese Castle, restoring them to the Mandarins, and freely 
dismissed the Junks which had been taken ; and seeming Peace ensued. 

On the 23d, the Pinnace Ann was sent to discover some Island without the 
River, which might be convenient to settle upon. 

On the 24tli of August, the Supercargoes go up the River, and after Two 
Days were conveyed, in Chinese Habits, to a Lodging in the Suburbs of 
Canton. * 


Having 
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Having first paid down 10,000 Rials of Eight for Customs and Duties agreed 
upon, they began to bargain for Sugar, Ginger, Stuffs, &c. ; insomuch that in 
Five Days they had procured 80 Tons of Sugar, besides other Merchandize, and 
Provisions for the Ships, and had given out Monies, according to the Custom of 
the Country, for very great Parcels of Goods. 

The Sugar and Sugarcandy cost ijd. per lb. and was as white as Snow. 

Meanwhile the Portugueze, working upon the Avarice of the Hitto, contrive 
a Plot against the English, which extended both to the Supercargoes at Canton 
and to the Ships with Captain Weddell. Early in September they delivered to 
the Captain a Protest against him, for forcing a Trade in the River, to which a 
written .Answer was returned. On the same Day, Thomas Robinson, one of 
the Supercargoes, who had come down from Canton with Two Junks, laden 
with Chinese Goods, and was returning thither with Stock in Merchandize, and 
Six Chests of Reals, being come within Four Leagues of the City, was, by Com- 
mand of the Hitto, arrested, with Two Englishmen accompanying him, and con- 
fined on board a Junk. 

At 'I’wo o’clock in the Morning, Seven Fire Junks also came down against the 
Fleet, which were discovered and avoided, and eventually burnt. 

On the 14th September, Nathaniel and John Mounteney, the Two Super- 
cargoes, and an English Youth, left at Canton, were confined to their House, 
and re-strained from communicating with the Fleet, or with the other Super- 
cargo, a Prisoner on board the Hitto’s Junk. Their native Domestics were ex- 
pelled, the Fire quenched, and Victuals denied them ; a Guard of Soldiers placed 
over them, who prohibited Access. After Two or Three Days, having sustained 
themselves with a little Biscuit and Arrack, they armed themselves, and piled up 
Store of Cleft Wood against the Doors of the House, and having procured Fire 
with a Lens, kindled one of the Stacks. On the Mandarin’s sending to enquire 
what they intended, they answered, that having been treacherously dealt with, 
they intended to avenge themselves by firing the Town ; on which the Mandarin 
ordered the Doors to be opened, yet the Guard was not withdrawn. Under 
these Circumstances, John Mounteney did several Times sally from the House, 
with his Sword in one Hand and Money in the other, on Passengers coming with 
Victuals from the Market, which he seized and paid for. 

At length the Chinc^se Autl\prities at Canton, preparing to release Captain 
Weddell’s Merchants, laid the Blame on their Broker, who was imprisoned and 
bambooed. 

Meanwhile the Fleet, not having any Advices from the Merchants, but learning 
from general Report that they were imprisoned and confined, ranged the Mouth 
of the River, “ pillaging and burning many Vessels and Villages, and doing 
“ many other Spoils.” 

The journal proceeds as follows : “ No Man coming near us to tell us what 
“ was become of our Merchants and Money, we resolved to get them by Force, 
“ OP lose all our Lives. Having well manned our Long-boats, and our Skiffs, 
“ and Barge, at Five in the Morning, the 1 9th September, we set upon Sixteen 
“ Sail of the King’s Men of War, and fought with them Half an Hour, in 
“ which Time we burned Five of them, including Three Fire Junks ; the rest 
** made their Escape. The same Day, our Boats took the Town of Famon, 
“ which they pillaged and burnt. 

“ In fine, we fell upon all the bordering Towns, and used nothing but Fire 
‘‘ and Sword, so that all fled from the Villages round about us, and went to 
“ Canton making Complaints. At last Licence was given to our Merchants to 
“ write to us, who desired us to forbear any more Acts of Hostility, and all 
“ would be well.” 

On 
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On the 28th September, the Two Mounteneys, being at some Liberty, sent a 
Letter down to the Ships, and a Copy of it to the other Supercargo, Robinson, 
who had been detained in the Junk. At the same Time they received in Canton 
Two Letters from the Ships. 

The Fleet had quitted the River for Macao, where they arrived on the 27th. 
On the same Evening Captain Weddell sent a Protest to the Portugueze Captain 
General, for all the Damages which the Fleet and Merchants had sustained. The 
Ships then took a Position to intercept the Portugueze Fleet coming from Japan. 
The Governor and Council perceiving this, passed a Decree, that if Captain 
Weddell would go on Shore, and undertake to station his Ships to the Leeward 
of the Island, his People should have Liberty to go on Shore. The Portugueze 
provided a House for the Captain, and invited him to a Banquet. The Council 
promised that Five of the Portugueze Chief Merchants should go up to Canton 
to assist the English Supercargoes in negociating their Affairs ; but their Object 
was to persuade the Mandarins to give us our Goods and Men, and forbid us to 
come into their Seas any more ; and it cost them in Bribes at Canton 80,000 
Tail, about ^^*23,333 Sterling. So afterwards we had a fair Correspondence 
with the Portugueze at Macao. 

On the 6th and 8th of October, the Chumpein sent complimentary Messages 
to the Supercargoes at Canton ; but owing to the secret Counteraction of the 
Portugueze, Supercargo Robinson was not liberated till the latli, nor his Two 
Colleagues until the Beginning of November. 

Meanwhile, Captain Weddell employed other Merchants to conduct Exchange^ 
at Macao ; but the Portugueze, who had promised to allow the English Liberty 
to buy and sell, and the Chinese Access to their House, obstructed them so suc- 
cessfully, that the Merchants on Shore transacted but little Business. 

On the 18th of October, Supercargo Robinson went up to Canton from his 
stationary Junk. The next Day, he and the Two Mounteneys were summoned 
before some counterfeit Mandarins in an Island where the Portugueze at Canton 
resided. There the Portugueze Agents accused them of Ingratitude ; but never- 
theless said, that they had come to ransom them. The English Merchants must 
therefore consent to go with them to Macao, where the Portugueze would deliver 
them up to Captain Weddell, on Condition that he and his Council undertook 
for the King of England, that he should never send any more Ships into China. 
The Supercargoes resisted this and several other Attempts of the Portugueze, in 
Concert with the pretended Tribunal, to intimidate them. 

Early in November, several Junks took in Sugar, China Roots, Boards for 
Chests, Arrack, and Provisions for Captain Weddell’s Merchants. They and 
their People enjoyed great Liberty at Canton while waiting their final Dispatch. 
On the 22d of November the Chumpein dismissed them, having first contracted 
with N. Mounteney, that for ample Trade and Residence the English should 
yearly pay the King 2,000 Tails, 4 Pieces of Iron Ordnance, and 50 Muskets. 

Captain Weddell's Merchants left Canton with Four Junks laden with Goods. 

Some Portugueze Junks sailed at the same Time, dogging them. When both 
Parties came in Sight of Macao, the Portugueze took into Custody the Goods 
and Persons of our Merchants, and brought the English Junks towed at their 
Sterns into the Port of Macao, the Shore being lined with Spectators. On the 
30th of November, the Junks with our Goods were sent alongside the Fleet, and 
the Goods taken on board, but were found much damaged, as per Protest. 

Meanwhile the Supercargoes from Canton were called on Shore to assist Cap- 
tain Weddell's Merchants, already in Macao, to make what Investments they 
could i but they were expelled now from one House, and now from another, till 
the Captain of a Spanish Galloon harboured them in his spacious House ; but 
he at length was induced, by the Importunity of the Portugueze, to give the 
English Merchants a final Expulsion. 


On 



Appendix C.] ( 377 ) 

On 20th December, the Katherine sailed for Acheen. Eight Days after. 
Captain Weddell’s Merchants, being so grossly dealt with ashore, repaired on 
board. A Protest against the Indignities they had received was delivered to the 
Captain General. 

On 29th December, the Dragon and the Sun sailed for Malacca. 

Captain Weddell staid in China Six Calendar Months and Two Days.— ' 
D, P. First Listt No. 4. 21. 


Extract of a Letter from President Thomas Renniston, &c. to the 
Company, dated Bantam, loth January 1648-9. 

“ The Experiment which you desire that we should make with one of our 
“ small Vessels for I’rade into China we are certainly fnforined, by those that 
‘ know the present State and Condition of that Country very well, cannot be 
‘ undertaken without the inevitable Loss of Ship, Men, and Goods ; for, as the 
‘ Tartars overrun and waste all the inland Country, without settling any Go- 
‘ vernnfcnt in the Places which they overcome, so some of their great Men in 
China, with a mighty Fleet at Sea, erf upwards of 1,000 Sail or great Ships, 
“ (as is confidently reported), rob and spoil all the Sea Coasts, and whatsoever 
‘ Vessels they can meet with.’* 


Extract of a Letter from President T. G. Merry, &c. to the Company, 
dated Swally Marine, 24th October 1650. 

“ The Portugueze set forth a small Vessel the former Year for China, which 
“ is this Year returned with some small Quantity of Silk, and wrought Stulls, 
“ Tutanag Dishes, and some Musk; bringing News that the Country is full of 
“ Troubles, the Tartars continuing their Invasion, or rather Progression, into 
“ the Country ; a great Part whereof they have overrun, wliich causes a great 

Scarcity, as well of Commodity as of all Things else.” 

• 

Extract of a Letter from Thomas Merry, &c. to the Company, dated 
Surat, loth January 1651-2. 

“ We are informed that Musk is well sold in England, and may peradventure 
“ continue to be so, npw the Trade of China is so muclx declined by reason of 
“ Portugal’s Poverty, and of Troubles in that vast Kingdom.”— 0 . C. No. 1607. 

In 1653, the Dutch, after having been invited to Canton, and distributed large 
Presents, were forced to quit it at Five Hours Notice. Hopes were held out 
that the Englisji might be permitted to trade there, through favour of the 
Portugueze. 

The Surat Government writing to the Company under- Date; 1658-9, 
January 27, say, “We can neither receive from Mr. Christopher Oxipden, nor 
“ any other that have been at China, any Encouragement for a free and profitable 
“ Trade thither.” 

It is incidentally noticed in the Relation of the Voyage of the Surat Frigate, 
performed in 1664, that Two Private Traders, the King Ferdinand, and the 
Richard and Martha, had run away without paying their Measurage. This 
caused Penal Duties to be demanded from the Company*8 Ship, the Surat 
Frigate, which went to Macao about Five Years afterwards ; she was prohibited 
from going up to Canton, and her Voyage failed. 

February 2d, 1673-4. It is noticed that China is supplied with Cloth by 
Dutch particular Ships, licensed by the Dutch Company’s General at Batavia ; 
also, that the Chinese maj^e as fine Serge as any in England. 
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Early Uecords. 
1678. 

B. from 1.142. 120, 
B. from 1. 142, 120. 


1680-1. 
C:.L.B. No. 6. 


1681. 


1682. 

B. F.I.240. 144. 


B. from 1. 204. 140. 


1682. 

C.L.B No. 7. 

1688. 

465. 


1687. 

466. 

M. 484. 491. 


May 38. The Junks that come to Emoy from Canton, complain of bad 
Markets, occasioned by the Wars in those Farts. 

October 1 2. The Servants at Emoy writing to Surat, say, This King has lately 
regained a considerable Town or Two ;»should he ultimately succeed, the Com- 
pany may expect a conuderable Trade into the Country. 

January i. The Coun commend the Circumspection of Bantam in answering 
the Invitation of the Viceroy of Canton to settle a Factory there, particularly after 
the Example of the Dutch having been allured to Hockchew, and then trea- 
cherously dealt with. Yet the Court hope, when the Wars shall be ended, to be 
admitted by the Emperor to free Commerce in China. 

August 12. The Court enquire of Bantam, ist, Whether they have a suf- 
ficient Chop from the Tartar Viceroy of Canton to protect the Company’s Estate 
and Servants ; and 2dly* Whether the sending of a Ship to Canton may offend 
the Chinese at Amoy. They then give to Bantam a discretionary Power to send 
one of the Compan/s Ships to Canton. 

February 5th. The Obstructions to Trade still continue. The Pqrtugucze 
have agreed to. pay the Governor of Cai^ton 24,000 Tael annually, the Amount 
of Custom that the Merchants of Canton used to pay, on Condition tliat the 
Canton Merchants be excluded from trading with Strangers. 

June 24. Instructions from Bantam to the Supercargoes of The China Mer- 
chant to negociate with the Mandarins at Canton, with a View to a Factory 
there. 

August 1. The Supercareoes of The China Merchant and Tywan apprize ilie 
Court, their Expectations from the China Trade will be disappointed, unless 
they obtain Permission to settle a Factory at Canton. 

September 20. In consequence of Emoy being taken by the Tartars, (he Court 
desire the Presidency of Bantam to endeavour to obtain a Factory at Canton. 

December loth. Notice that it is the Practice of the Chinese Authorities, if 
any English Ship leave unpaid a Debt due to a IJative Merchant, to force Pay- 
ment of it from the first Company’s Ship that arrives at the same Port. 

June 6th-. The Demand for Tea at Home has increased since it has been 
made the Company’s Commodity. 

In 1689, September 1st, the Company’s Ship' Defence anchored 15 Leagues 
from Macao, and endeavoured to open a Communication with Canton. The 
Supercargoes were at first promised a Chop for the Ships coming up to Canton ; 
but the Merchants afterwards succeeded in bribing the Hoppo to keep them 
below, and to suffer none but Two or Three to trade with them, and that at 
their own Rates. The Hoppo then attempted to extort upon die Supercargoes 
in the Measurement of the Ship ; but after a hot Dispute, and by means of a 
Bribe to the Measurers, ** that Business was adjusted.” 


M. 484 . 491 . On March the 6th, 1689-90,. as the Ship was about to sail, and the Super- 
cargoes on board, a very serious Affiay occurred by the obstinate and violent 
Conduct of Captain Heath, the Commander of the Ship, who, to save Two or 
Three Tael, violated the Regulations of the Port of Macao, refu.sing to be con- 
trolled in his Proceedings by the Factors. About 3 P. M. C-aptain Heath went 
with Two Boats manned, to demand of the Chumpeen’s People the Mast that 
they had hauled up on Shore, shewing the Chop of the Hoppo’s Officer for 
carrying it away ; but the Articles Timber, Oil, &c. belonged not to the Hoppo 
to superintend, but to the Churopeen, whicb occarioned the Chumpeen to slight 
the Chop and throw it away. Upon which the Captain rashly laid hold of the 
Mast, and rolled it into the Water ; when began the Fray, and several Blows 
were exchanged. The Capttun’s Party were victorbus, and the Mast being 
fastened to the Long Boat, the Captain and Crew went Iboard the Pipnace. The 

Chumpeen’s 
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Cbumpeen’s Party then began to pour \rhole Showers of Stones at our Boats. 
Our People in the Pinnace, impatient under this Onset, deiired Leave to fire, 
paving their Arms presented. The Captain gave the fatal Word, on which Two 
or Three of the Sailors fired, killing one Chinaman on the Spot, and wounding 
another. The Boat then put off in Confusion, the Chinese continuing their 
Vollies of Stones, and also fired, which was the first Time they «Jid, giving a whole 
Broadside from their Boat upon the Pinnace, and wounded our Black Pilot. In 
this Confusion, the Surgeon of the Ship, the Third and the Fifth Mate, and Seven 
other Englishmen on Shore, were not thought of. The Pinnace and Long-boat, 
having cut away the Mast, now made off from the Shore. At the same Moment 
our poor Surgeon, who with some others was coming towards the Boat, was 
miserably cut down in their Sight. Next Day Flettinger, the Dutch Supercargo, 
brought to the Ship Letters from the Portugueze, lamenting the Occurrence ; 
with Intelligence that our Surgeon, being mortally wounded, was dragged by the 
cruel Tartars into their Cajan Watch-house, where he lay chained on the Ground, 
with the stinking Corpse (which had been carried round the Town to irritate the 
Chinese) laid by him, and none suffered to dress his Wounds. All the rest which 
accompanied him (save theTwo Mates who found shelter amongst the Portugueze) 
were bound miserably in the same House. Meanwhile the Chumpeen’s People 
ranged the Town, breaking open the Captain’s House to search for more English, 
fining the Landlady, and threatening to mulct the Portugueze heavily for not 
firing their Guns upon us. The Portugueze begged us to make it up with all 
possible Speed. 

Mr. Watts, the Secretary, went on Shore to accommodate this Affair, and, by 
Authority of the Supercargoes, offered a,ooo Tael, but the Mandarins insisted on 
5,000 Tael, which the Supercargoes refusing, Mr. Watts was detained. The Ship 
sailed on the 18th March, leaving Watts 98 Tael in Cash, and a Letter of Credit 
on a Portugueze for 100 Tael Sore. The Two Mates escaped, and got on board 
the Ship. 

Previous to 1695, May 15, Surat, in a Letter to the Company of this Date, 
say, “ Abdulgupore, a great Merchant in Surat, hath for several Years endea- 
“ voured his Ships should go froni the Manillas to China, but it never was 
“ effected ; which Trade, should it come into the Moor’s Hands, would soon be 
“ worth nothing. Last Year a Ship of 500 Tons got safe to Canton, but the 
“ Chinese treated them with such Exactions in the Customs, measuring the Ship, 
“ forced Presents, and over-rate of the Chinese Goods, that they came away with 
“ no more than 500 Dollars of their Cargo in Sugar and Alum, and not a Third 
« Part laden.” 

In a Letter to the Government of Fort St. George, dated the 1st July 1696, 
the Court of Directors regret the Failure and Disappointment of Mf. Gough 
at Hockchew and Limpo, and enjoin that, with a View to improve the Trade be- 
tween Madras and China, the Ships going to any Part of China shoufB avoid dis- 
pleasing the Chinese. The Court recommended to procure by fair Means, if it 
were possible. Trade at Limpo and Hockchew, because it was understood that 
Goods could be obtained at those Places 30 per Cent, cheaper than at Amoy. 

The Hoppo sent the Supercargoes of Three Ships a Chop to put up at their 
Factory Door, which they delayed till they knew its Contents j in consequence, 
the Hoppo bambooed the Linguist. The Hoppo also put a Guard on the Factory. 
The Chop ordered all Merchants to pve in their Names to the Hoppo previous 
to treating with the Supercargoes, which in effect would have compelled them to 
pay the Officers 5 per Cent, out of the Contract, as at first demanded. The 
Supercargoes petitioned the Hoppo, but without Effed j and at length agreed with 
the Merchants that they should pay the Hoppo’s Demand (3,900 Tael), in pro- 
portion to the Amount of each Contract ; upon which the Watch was with- 
drawn. 

It was noticed this Tear that Europe Goods were in no Demand. All the 
Woollens im^rted the Three previous Years remained on Hand unsold. Chinese 
Goods dear, and Gold scare;. 
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The Court’s Instructions to the Supercargoes of the Loyal Bliss, in lyn, 
notice that the Supercargoes of some of the Company’s Ships had opened a 
Negotiation to get tne extraordinary Duty of 4 per Cent, taken off ; and that they 
had agreed to pay a great Hoppo 10,000 Tael, on a Stone being placed in the 
Custom House prohibiting the Demand of that Duty, and declaring it contrary 
to the Emperor’s Orders. 

The Supercargoes of the Streathamand Heme remained at Macao, in 1712, till 
they received Chops for fair Treatment from the Hoppo. They also agreed with 
Anqua (a Chinese Merchant) for the Payment of the Measurage, Presents, ai. J Fees 
of both Ships, for 4,500 Tael ; they then went up to Canton, and the Ships entered 
the River. On their Arrival at Canton they demanded and obtained a Chop from 
the Hoppo, granting them the Freedom of the Port, and Liberty to trade with 
whom they pleased j Liberty to choose their own Linguist and Servants, and to 
dismiss them at Pleasure ; Permission to haul their Ships on Shore, and to buy 
Stores ; Exemption from all new Customs or Impositions ; and the sole Right of 
punishing their People, if disorderly. At the same Time, he recommended Leanqu 
and Anqua, with whom they were eventually compelled to deal ; these Merchants 
it was ascertained, traded with the Money of the Mandarins, which they held a 
Interest. 

The Privileges required by the Supercargoes of the Susanna were granted by 
the Hoppo. The other Mandarins, envious of the Profits arusing to the I lo;ipo 
from the many Ships then at Canton and Macao, endeavoured to impose new 
Exactions. Previous to this, the Company’s Supercargoes had, in contract with 
the Merchant.s for Goods, stipulated to pay all Duties. 

It is noticed in the Diary of the Stringer Galley, that the Mandarins oppressed 
the Merchants with whom they had contracted. 

The Supercargoes of the Essex applied to the ‘•Chungyali” for Permission to 
go across the Country from Macao to Canton, which he refused, as he had Orders 
not to suffer Europeans to pass that Way ; they however obtained Permi.ssion, for 
a Bribe of 80 Tale. The Hoppo’s Term of Office being nearly e.xpired, he in- 
sisted on the Supercargoes landing all their Cargo, and paying Custom. This 
they opposed, but at length consented to it, on his abating 36 per ('em. 

Particulars of an Association formed by the Merchants for trading with 
Europeans. This Society was formed under the Auspices of the Mandarins : 
the Supercargoes feared this would ruin the 'Frade of the Port. 

The Supercargoes of the Morice, Frances, Cadogan, and Macclesfield, found 
this Aijsociation of most pernicious Consequence. The Hoppo prohibited the 
inferior Merchants from trading with Europeans, and undertook to oblige all 
Merchanfs, not belonging to the Society, to pay ao per Cent, on China ware, and 
40 per Cent, on Tea sold by them. The Hoppo and Tituck were connected with 
tliis Society? Under these Circumstanced, the Supercargoes would not suffer the 
Ships to enter the Port ; and finding all other Means fail, they applied to the 
Chuntock, by whose Authority the Society was dissolved. The Hoppo then 
granted .the usual Chop for Trade. One of the Officers of the Hoppo was acci- 
dentally killed by the People belonging to a Private Ship from Madras this 
occasioned much Trouble, and put a Stop to Business. The Second Mate and 
Four inferior Officers of the Cadogan were seized and beaten by a Mandarin under 
the Tituck, and the Factory surrounded with Soldiers, without any Cause being 
assigned. The Supercargoes complained to the Chuntock of this Insult and 
Violation of their Privileges, and the Mandarin in consequence was deprived of 
his Office. The Supercargoes remarked that it was absolutely necessary to carry 
this Point, as their Privileges were encroached upon annually, and the Trade 
rendered more and more difficult. 

The Supercargoes of the Eyles, Lyell, and Amelia, found the Market glutted 
with Europe Goods. The Supercargoes described the pernicious Consequences 
arising from the Mandarins dealing m Tea, and also of the Supercargoes of the 

Company’s 
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Company's Ships not being united in joint Council, which, together with the 
Number of French and Ostend Ships that visited the Ports, liad. greatly enhanced 
the Price of Tea. 

The Supercargoes detailed the Measures they had taken to make the Mandarins 
■forego the Trade in Teas, and expressed a Hope that they had succeeded. 

In this Year, 1722, the Gunner’s Mate of a Private Ship from Bombay, firing 
at a Bird, accidentally shot a Boy. This occasioned the Supercargoes of the Ship 
^uch Trouble, and cost them 2,000 Tale to compromise the .Afrair, 350 Tale of 
which went to the Parents, and the Remainder to the Mandarins. 

The Supercargoes of the Walpole, on their Arrival at Macao, in 1723, were in- 
formed that the Chuntock and most of the other great Mandarins engrossed the whole 
Trade, obliging the Merchants to take large Sums of Money from them at exorbi- 
tant Interest, or to give up the best Part or their Profits j and that they purchased 
Tea in the Country, and forced the Merchants to take it at their own Price. The 
Ship remained at Macao till the Supercargoes adjusted Terms with the Hoppo, 
who granted all they demanded, except the Article wliich required the 6 per Cent, 
to be taken off. Almost all the Merchants were ruined, and not more than 
Two or Three capable of taking a Contract. The Foyen insisted on searching 
the Ship for Arms and Ammunition, which the Supercargoes strenuously opposed, 
as contrary to the Articles granted on their Arrival, and applied to the Chuntock, 
by whose Interference the Foyen gave up the Point, the Ship undergoing the Form 
of a Search. 

In consequence of the Extortions of the Mandarins, many of the Merchants 
left Canton and went to Amoy, whither they invited the English, adding, the 
Mandarins of that Port were very anxious for their Return. • 

The Canton Consultation^of 22d of April 1727, commence, by noticing that 
the English Factory was about to remove to Amoy, in consequence of oppressive 
Exactions, but had been induced to abandon the Intention upon Promises of more 
favourable Usage. 

In October the Supercargoes again complained of Interruption to their Ship- 
ments of Tea. 

I’he same Privileges as were obtained in 1727, obtained this Year with Difficulty 
by the Supercargoes of Four of the Company’s Ships. 

Trade interrupted by Combkiation among the Chinese Merchants,«Bnd other 
Impediments. 

A long Dispute, chiefly relative to a Duty of Ten per Cent, (in addition to the 
customary 6 per Cent., besides the Emperor’s Duty) which the Chief Mandarins 
threaten to levy, and the Supercargoes refuse to pay, pleading their Privileges. 
The Duty of toper Cent, not levied on the Supra-cargoes, but on tfie Merchants, 
and the Goods increased in Price 30 per Cent., from Expectation of French and 
Dutch Ships arriving. Further Disputes with the Chinese, who will not allow 
any Goods to be shipped but in the Name of Chief Merchants. Trade suffers by 
the ^Viceroy and Hoppo exacting Presents from the Merchants, and by Increase 
of Duties. 

In 1730, further Attempts were made to get the to per Cent. Duty abolished, 
but they failed. 

The Amount ofthisDuty, in the Year 1730, was. Tales i6,ioo. It is remarked, 
it will never be removed, unless the Endish, French), and Dutch will agree 
to refuse to trade, or send a Person to Pekin to represent the Affair to the 
Emperor. 

The Emperor supposed to share in the Duty of 10 per Cent. All Attempts to 
get it removed therefore foil. 

The Tradb stopped in consequence of further Endeavours to get it removed. 

(^2*) 5 H Arbitrary 
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Arbitrary and violent Proceedings of the Compradores and others on board 
the Company’s Ships, occasioned the Ci^tains to threaten to put them on shore, 
but MVithout hurting their Persons. 

Canton Cons.] 732. Differences betjyeen the Honquas and the Hoppo detrimental to the Trade. 

A Statement presented jointly with the French and Dutch, and Redress 
requested relative to the 6 and lo per Cent. Duties. Nothing obtained, except 
a Inomise, that in future the Compradores should not pa*y for thdr Chops. 

An Attempt made to force the Europeans to receive and discharge Catgbes at 
Macao instead of Whampoa. 

Hope to avoid the lo per Cent, by entering, not as European, but as Country 
Ships, in the next Season. 

1733. Threatened to remove the Trade to Amoy, for every Thing but Tea and China, 
if the 1 0 per Cent was not taken off' ; but the Threat proved unavailing. 

1734. Further Discussions respecting the lo per Cent, and measuring Duty; the 
Ships threaten to go to Amoy, and obtain a Promise of good Usage. 

The Chinese Merchants refused to relinquish, according to Agreement, the 
Sum of 1,950 Tales for Presents to the Hoppo, &c. for Measurage of each Ship; 
in consequence of the Consignment from England to Amoy having totally failed. 


1 2th Nov. 1734. In consequence of the China Silks not proving equal to Contract, the Chinese 

Merchants were applied to, and refused to make any Abatement in the Price. The 
Supercargoes, for Two Days, made unavailing Efforts to bring their Complaint 
before the Viceroy ; being impeded by the. Soldiers, in Combination with the 
Merchants ; at length a Grand Mandarin was sent to hear their Complaints, of 
whom they demanded a Chop, for “ unmolested Entrance into the City, and 
“ thereby free Recourse to Justice; but this was aBlolutely refused, and we were 
“ told the Emperor had ordered no Stranger should have that Liberty.” . After 
further Conference with the Viceroy, he said, the Merchants should make a 
reasonable Abatement for Silks not equal to Contract and for want of Weight, 
and desired never to be troubled again on *‘ such trifling Occasions.” The 
Supercargoes compelled at length to accept an inadequate Sum for the 1,950 
Tales Measurage Prefafits, and an Abatement in the Price of Silk, which was far 
from equitable. 'I'he Court advised of these Circumstances that they might 
know the Situation of their Servants “ when applying to the Public Courts of 
“ Judicat^e of this Country, for Redress of Abuses in their I'rade.” 


stii Aug. 1735. The new Hoppo, at an Audience, declared, that as he found the 10 per Cent 
Duty, and the 1,950 Tales Measurement, in force on his entering into Office, and 
supported by the Order from the Emperor, he could make no Alteration therein. 


1 ith Sept. 1736 The new Emperor (Kien Long) by gn Edict or Chop, revoked the Duty of 10 
to Jan. 1737. per Cent., for obtaining which Revocation the Isongtock claimed 30,000 Tales, 
Half from the Merchants and Half from the Ships (1,500 from each Ship) ; the 
Edici; stijl requiring the Delivery of Arms. Upon attending to hear the Edict 
read in the Isongtock’s Hall of Audience, the English were ordered to kneel,, but 
unanimously and successfully resisted the Order. The English, by Two Ad- 
dresses, presented through the Ison|tock, thanked the Emperor for his Favour, 
and solicited the Removal of other Burthens on their Trade, but Measurage and 
Presents were ordered still to be paid. Six thousand Tales were advanced 
on Bond to a Merchant, to obtain the Release of Demands for Arms, and a 
Letter written to the Si^percargoes’ Successors, to advise them to try the Force 
of Money in removing the burthensome Exactions. The Chinese say, Why 
** should Courtiers serve the English for nothing ?” A Memorial and Petition, 
signed by the Europeans of Three Nations, English, French, and Dutch, presented 
to the Emperor. The Supercargoes advised those of the followiqgTear of the 
State of A&irs. 


From 
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From the Correspondence of this Year (1736*7), it appears to have been db> 
covered that the Duty of 10 per Cent, had t^n laid on at the Instance of the 
Emperor’s Servants, who rq}resented it to him as a voluntary Contribution of 
the European Merchants. No Audience* could be obtained of the Viceroy 
without Iweeling. 

A Chinese having attempted to force himself into the English Factory, was 
wounded by the Sentry. The Supercargoes were happy to compromise the Affair 
by paying a heavy Doctor’s Bill for him. 

The Leave granted by a former Fouyeen to some of the Supercargoes to stop 
in Canton, revoked by an Order from the present, but not till after the Ships had 
sailed. 

« 

A new Fouyeen arriving, the Hoppo was turned out, and many Privileges with- 
drawn from the Europeans, who all, in consequence, agreeing to stop their Trade, 
the Restriction was removed. 

The Departure'of the Ships delayed, in consequence of the clandestine Landing 
of a few Iron Pans from a Manilla Ship. 

This Year the Chinese refused to provision a King’s Ship, and the Company’s 
Ships supplied her, at Whampoa. 

The Chinese Merchants, in the Name of the Hoppo, this Year, demanded 
Duty on some Goods which had been consumed by Fire ; and the grand Chop 
for the sailing of the Ships was withheld several Days during the Discussions 
about it. 

In 1747*8, the Chinese Merchants appear to have prevented the Supercargoes 
from obtaining an Audience of the Hoppo, because they would not limit their 
Application to one Object. 

In consequence of an Officer having refused to allow his Hand Scrutoire to be 
examined by the Hoppo’s People, the Linguist was taken up and put in Chains. 
The Scrutoire was .afterwards inspected, and found to contain nothing improper j 
yet the Isongtock demanded that the Officer should be delivered up, and sub- 
jected to such Punishment as he thought fit. This Proposition being rejected, 
I’rade was stopped. An Interview with the Isongtock was then solicited, and 
consented to, on Conditions j but, after Twice attending upon him, without an 
Audience, the Supercargoes were informed, that the Linguist had been set at 
Liberty, and the Affair settled ; and that the Isongtock was too busy to hear them. 
This improper Conduct was attributed to the Chinese Merchants, by whose In- 
terference “ the Trade was put upon such a Footing, that, without Redress, it 
“ will be impracticable to Europeans.” 

There were some Disputes in the Year 1749, respecting Measurement of Ships. 

The Iron Kintledge of the Ships was jnade a Pretence for withholding the 
Chops, in the Year 1750. 

Mr. Flint having procured a Translation into Chinese of an Address to the 
Hoppo, on the Subject of Grievances (among which is that of affixing Chops in 
the Public Streets, accusing the English of horrible Crimes, to which they im- 
pute the Insults they receive from the People, and that Money is exacted by the 
Chinese Officers, and Insults given), the Hoppo answered it by ordering the Mer- 
chants to take up the Writer, if he could be found, adding, “ I know best what 
" is fit for the English.” The Supercargoes remark, We are confirmed in our 
“ Opinion, that Representation here can have no Effect, the Magistrates are so 
“ ignorant, and their Servants so corrupt.” 

An Attempt made to get rid of the Practice of the English finding Security 
Merchants ; in consequence of Which Merchants of Credit would not trade with 
them, and they were therefore on a worse Footing than other Nations irito traded 
at the Port. The chief Evil of this Practice was, that the Securities were lialde to 

find. 
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find, at that own Cost, the Curiosities which were presented annually at Pekin, 
amounting to 30,000 Tales per Annum. The Merchants were, in consequence, 
compelled by the Hoppo to become Security for the English Ships, with an Un- 
derstanding that the Charge for Curiosities should be borne by the whole Hong, 
and not by the individual Securities. 

The English being the only Nation who maintained their Flag in the River, 
the accidental Discharge of a Musket occasioned a Demand for some Man to be 

Canton Consult. “P> Violence was apprehended, it was not complied with. 

Correspondence took place respecting an English Sailor, Charles Brown, 
who was killed by a French Officer. The Chinese at first promised Justice, but • 
afterwards referred the Parties to settle it among themselves. All the European 
Nations were unfavourable to referring the Case to the Chinese, by whom, after 
much Discussion, Justice was not done upon a IVian who had come forward and 
voluntarily surrendered himself as the Peirson by whom Brown was shot. The 
Chinese permitted this Man to be released, after a short Imprisonment. 

1755, 17 .i 6 . ^ An ineffectual Effort was made this Year to obtain Permission to trade 

indiscriminately and to the best Advantage with the Keepers of Shops, 
and not to -be restricted to the Merchants of the Hong. In this Endeavour 
the French, Dutch, Swedish, and Prussian Supercargoes united. The Power of 
the Merchants in supporting their Monopoly represented to be great, and to 
consist in interfering between the Europeans and the Isongtock or Mandarins. 
The Supercargoes wtuted Seven Hours before an Audience of the Isong- 
tock could be obtained, to present their Petition, the Object of which was 
evaded, and in violation of the Viceroy’s Promi.se, by allowing them to deal with 
the Shopkeepers only for smalT Matters, but not for Company’s Imports or 
Exports. A Chinese Schoolmaster, who was instructing Two English Gentlemen 
in the Chinese Language, was intimidated from further Attendance, and informed, 
that teaching Europeans the Language might lead, to their Complaints reaching 
and troubling the Court. I he English Officers and Sailors were described as 
Brutes in an Edict of the Emperor’s, published in the Year if 56. 

1759-CO. Several Impositions taken off by the Exertions of Mr. Flint (See Limpo), but 

the 1,950 Tales and 6 per Cent. Duty continued. 

I 76 r,. His Majesty’s Ship Argo, Captain Afieck, arriving with Treasure, she was 

March 29ih to ordered to be measured, to which the Captain would not at first consent ; but 
July 13. all Trade being* stopped, pending the Dispute, the Point was given up at the Re- 
quest of the Company’s Supercargoes. 

1772 . On the lyih December 1772, a Chinese and some Europeans were wounded in 

an Affray, which originated in the Fourth Officer of the Lord Camden having 
incurred Debts which he was unable to discharge. 

In August 1776, great Offence was, taken by the Hoppo, on account of Cen- 
tinels being placed at the Round House Door of the Royal Henry, while he was 
proceeding to measure that Ship. 

1780 . Dec. 14th. On the 14th of December 1780, a French Seaman belonging to a Country 

Ship was strangled, by Order of the Fouyneen, without any .thing like a Trial, for 
killing a Portugueze Sailor : che Precedent was considered to be a very dangerous 
one. 1 his Year, Caplin Paton of the Sea Horse, having brought his Ship to the 
Second Bar, was refused a Pilot j and having in consequence demanded an 
Audience of the Isongt^k, by Letter, the Isongtock forbad the unlading of the 
Ships until he had received a Translation of Captain Paton’s Letter. 

1781. Dec.20th. December 1781, a Mr.Leslie wasimprisoned at Macao for insisting uponcer- 

tain Claims. The Supercargoes blamed his Perseverance, his Qaims having been 
satisfied « Ten Times more satisfactorily than the rest of his fellow Sufferers.” 

In 1781, Captain M*Lary of the Dadaloy, a Private Ship, and a Letter of 
Marque, stopped a Spanish Sloop going from Macao to Manilla, and brought her 

into 


1781. 
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into Port, for which he was imprisoned Two Months, and 70,000 Dollars ex- 
torted from him by the Magistrate of Macao. He afterwards seized a Dutch 
Ship at Whampoa, and refused to resign his Prize, in obedience to the Orders of 
the Chinese. This led to a long and vexatious Correspondence with the Super- 
cargoes, who were ordered to compel Obedience, and threatened with Fine and 
Imprisonment. The Matter was afterwards compromised by Captain M'Lary’s 
dividing the Booty with the Chinese, who then treated him with marked Attention 
and Favour, but continued to offer Insults and Injuries to the Supercargoes, so 
great as to render it doubtful whether they would not be compelled to take to 
their Ships. 

In November 1781, Mr. Evans, Surgeon’s Mate, and Mr. Burton, Midshipman 
of the Ponsbprne, were thrown overboard by the Chinese Boatmen of a Packet 
Boat, between Whampoa and Canton : the former was drowned : the latter swam 
ashore ; and by hts Means the Boatmen were brought to Justice. 

The Country Ship York having been disposed of by Captain Falconer to the 
Portugueze at Macao, the Hoppo forbad her proceeding thither without a 
Cargo. 

'I'he Country Ship Hunter was also sold to the Portugueze, and the Hoppo 
demanded a large Sum in lieu of the Duties he would have had upon her 
Cargo. Much Trouble was occasioned to the English Security Merchants by this 
Demand. 

I'lie Supercargoes were held answerable to the Hoppo for permitting a Private 
Ship to go without a full Lading, and told that they should be imprisoned for 
not arresting and delivering up the Captain. 

Duties were levied on Goods whether sold or not. 

In consequence of some irregular Conduct of Captain M‘Lary, with his Letter 
of Marque, the English Supercargoes were desired to prevent his coining to 
Whampoa •, and all Ships of War viere forbidden to enter the River. The 
Antelope Packet was refused Admission, and wrecked in consequence. 

In 1782 and 1783, various Vexations were experienced by the English. 

The Sailors were supplied with Spirits to excess by Chinese Boats. 

The China Trade wis stopped if the most exorbitant Demands were not imme- 
diately complied with ; and Chops were absurdly refused to be granted in December 
until after the Commencement of the Chinese new Y-ear. 

Shopkeepers were ordered to pay Double Duties upon all Goods for Expor- 
tation. 

« 

An Additional Duty was laid* on China Ware. 

Additional Mandarins were stationed at the Factory, making the total Number 
Fourteen ; and arbitrary Prices were put upon Exports and Imports by thd 
Hoppo. 

In 1 784, a new Isongtock and Fouyeen were appointed, and Orders issued 
by them to annul all Duties on Provision for the Supercargoes Tables, and 
Presents. 

A Dispute happened with the Chinese Government this Year, occasioned by 
Three Chinese t^ing wounded by the firing of a Salute from the Lady Hughes 
Country Ship at Whampoa. The Chinese, upon this Occasion, demanded of the 
Company’s Supercargoes the Surrender of the Gunner who fired the Gun, who 
having escaped or concealed himself, Mr. Smith, the Supercargo of the Trader, 
was decoyed into the Power of the Chinese, and marched into the City of Canton 
under Military Guard. The Avenues leading to the Quay were also barricadoed, 
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and filled with Soldiers; the Linguists and Merchants fled; the Hongs were 
deserted ; and the Communications between Canton and Whampoa suspended 
by Order of the Hoppo ; and great Danger menaced to the Company’s Super* 
cargoes. The Discovery and Surrender of the Gunner eventually procured the 
Liberation of Mr. Smith. The Supercargoes, in advising the Court of the 
Circumstance, remarked — “ repeated Experience shews the utter Impossibility 
** of avoiding the Inconveniences to which we are constantly subject, from the 
“ Imprudence or wilful Misconduct of Private Traders:” 

In December 1784, Captain Richardson of the Bellona Private Ship, attempted 
to quit Canton River without paying the Port Charges, in consequence of which 
the Hoppo threatened to stop the Trade if he was not compelled to pay them. 
The Supercargoes accordingly ordered him to be detained by the Company’s 
Ships, and he satisfied the Chinese Government. 

The Duties levied upon all Kinds of Provisions purchased fo*r the Supercargoes 
this Season were more vexatious than ever. 

The Chinese Government interdicted firing Salutes. 

The Hoppo compelled Captain Richardson to dispose of his Cargo of Cotton to 
a particular Merchant. 

A Chinese Christian was ordered by the Emperor to be apprehended, and not 
to be received on board any of the English Ships. 

A Lascar proceeding in a Chop Boat from the Royal Ciiarlotte Country Ship, 
was beaten by the Boatmen and thrown overboard. 

Shipping of Goods stopped, supposed to be owing to the Hoppo making up his 
Accounts. 

In 1788,' it was reported to the Court that Pilferage of Goods was carried to 
an alarming Height. 

In 1789, it was proposed to send a Deputation to Pekin to celebrate the Em- 
peror’s entering his 80th Year. Messrs. Harrison and Bruce were invited by the 
Hoppo to go, but declined on account of the personal Insecurity which would 
attend the Journey, and certainty that when there they must submit to degrading 
Prostrations 

In 1800, the Chinese prohibited the Importation of Opium, and denounced 
heavy Penalties on the Contravention of their Orders. The Supercargoes in 
consequence recommended to the Court to endeavour to prevent the Shipment of 
the Article for China, either in Bengal or England. 

The Irregularities of British Seamen at Canton created great Embarrassments 
to the Supercargoes this Year. . * 

• 

Great Difficulties arose this Year from the accidental wounding of a Chinese by 
one of the Crew of His Majesty’s Schooner Providence. Had the Man died, a 
Stoppage 'of the Trade must have ensued, •notwithstanding the Viceroy had a 
strong Partiality for the English. The Supercargoes again urged the Injustice of 
holding them responsible for the Acts of Persons not under their Orders, but in 
vain. They therefore recommended to the Court, tl^at the Commanders of 
H. M. Ships might be instructed, under no Circumstances whatever, to fire at a 
Chinese. 

The Court were recommended to take Measures to prevent Lascars being 
brought from Bombay, and left unprotected and unprovided on shore at Canton. 

In 1801, Trade was stopped for some Time, in consequence of Disputes 
occasioned by Security Merchants being made answerable for Damages sustained 
through the Conduct of Prirate Traders. 


In 



Appendix C.] ( 387 ) 

In the Beginning of Oftdber 1808, a total Stop was put to the Company’s 
Trade, which was not removed till the 26th December. This Interruption was 
occasioned by the landing of British Troops upon the Island of Macao ; a Measure 
of Precaution which had been adopted by the British Government in India, with 
reference to the then State of the French and Portuguese Nations in Europe. 
The most malicious Representations were made to Pekin on the Subject ; all Sup- 
plies of Provisions were stopped, and the Trade not restored till Six Days after 
the Troops had been withdrawn. 

• 

In the Years 1808, 1809, and tSio, the Canton River was so infested with 
Pirates, who were also in such Force that the Chinese Government made an 
Attempt to subdue them, but failed. The Pirates totally destroyed the Chinese 
Force ; ravaged the River in every Direflion ; threatened to attack the City of 
Canton, and destroyed many Towns and Villages on the Batiks of the River ; 
and killed or carried off, to serve as Ladrones, several Thousands of In- 
habitants. 

These Events created an Alarm extremely prejudicial to the Commerce of 
Canton, and compelled the Company’s Supercargoes to fit out a small Country 
Ship to cruize for a short Time against the Pirates. 

In 1809, the Chinese adopted a precautionary Arrangement, by which English 
Ships were prohibited from coming up the River and trading, till a Report of 
their Arrival had been made to Pekin, and the Emperor’s Pleasure was known. 
A tedious Correspondence ensued between the Company's Supercargoes and the 
Viceroy upon this Occasion, and a Modification of the Order was eventually 
obtained. 

In 1812, the Supercargoes complained to the Court, that the numerous Inter- 
views and Communications which had taken place between them and the Officers 
of the Chinese Government, had led to a considerable Expenditure for Presents ; 
not only, they observe, are Presents expected to be offered when Visits are made 
on occasion of ('oinpliment, but a Distribution of small Sums of Money, and of 
lesser Presents, has been found desirable, to secure the Good-will of the inferior 
Mandarins and other principal Attendants. 

In 1814, the Supercargo’s I.inguist, Ajgew, was seized by the Chinese Govern- 
ment for carrying the Prince Regent’s Portrait to Pekin, and for general Attach- 
ment to the English. The Supercargoes wrote to the Viceroy on the Subject, but 
their Letter vvas returned unopened ; in consequence of which, the Trade was 
stopped, and Mr. George Staunton was deputed to adjust the Business. After 
considerable Delay some Concessions were made by the Chinese, and the Ships 
were permitted to proceed to Whampoa. The British Subjects and Company’s 
Officers in the Port disapproved Conduct of the Company’s Supercar- 
goes ; in consequence of which, and as many Disputes arise from the Conduct 
of Persons in the Port of Canton over whom the Company’s Supercargoes have 
no Controul, the SeeVet Committee and Cburt of Directors were requested to 
apply to Parliament for the necessary Powers to enable their Supercargoes to pre- 
vent such Inconveniencies. 

In *813 and 1814, several very offensive Measures were adopted by the Viceroy 
of Canton towards "the Company’s Supercargoes ; not only was an Edict issued, 
withdrawing all Native Attendants, and prohibitiig any Chinese from commu- 
nicating with them — ^their Linguist seized while dofijfideiitially employed by them 
in a Mission to Pekin and imprisoned— and their written Representations returned 
unopened ; but an Edict was published, declaring that “ Foreigners arc not per- 
“ mitted, of their own Accord, to present Statements to Government ; that they are 
“ indebted to the Clemency of Ijis Imperial Majesty for their Trade, and for Per- 
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“ mission to tread the Ground and eat the Herbs in common with the Chinese.” 
And if after the Publication of that Edidt, “ it occurs that Foreigners presume, of 
“ their own Accord, to make Applications to Government,” the Viceroy will, 
“ on Discovery, request his Majesty’s Permission to punish them severely.” 


LIMPO, NINGPO, and CHUSAN. 

CHUSAN. 

President Catcbpole (who was sent out by the English Company in their 
Frigate Eaton, as President of such Factory as he should be able to settle in 
China, and as His Majesty’s Consul there) arrived at Chus^in on the nth of 
October, and entered into treaty for Trade; in which, after encountering many 
Evasions and Impositions, he succeeded, and established a Factory ; but the Eaton 
was not able to quit the Port with a Return Cargo till February 1702, having 
been detained there Sixteen Months. 

In 1701, the President and Council met with much Trouble from the Mandarks, 
in consequence of an Order for their Departure. 

On the 10th January, the President and Council were ordered by the Govern- 
ment to withdraw from Chusan. This Order wa.s rescinded in consequence of an 
Agreement with the Chumpein, by which, in con.si(leraiion of their purchasing 
his Japan Earthenware, he engaged to secure their Footing till the Arrival of the 
next Ships, and to assist them in recovering their old Debt, amounting to upwards 
of 51,000 Tales. Notwithstanding this Agreement, on the 27tli of the same 
Month, they received a Second Order for their Departure on the Eaton, then 
about to sail ; and, to their astonishment, discovered that the clandestine Repre- 
sentations made by Supercargo Gough and Captain Roberts, both of the Sarah 
galley, had produced this Mandate. On the ist of February the Chumpein again 
agreed to permit them to remain till the Arrival of the next Ships, in consideration 
of a Present to himself of 4,000 Tales, with 300 more to his Mother, and of their 
taking 14,000 Tales worth of Japan Earthenware, Tea, and other Goods. I'Vom 
an obscure Passage in this Letter it appears* that the President and Council 
expended .1^10,000 in endeavouring to preserve their Footing at Chusan. 'fheir 
Motives for submitting to so enormous an Exaction were ; the Debt outstanding ; 
the Intimation from the Court of Directors that they intended to send Four Ships 
to that Port the following Season ; and the Assurances of the late Chumpein, 
that they should be permitted to remain till the Company could send an Ambas- 
sador to the Emperor to negociate hr an “ established Settlement,” which he 
assured them would be granted. At the same I'ime, while under the Impression 
that they would be permitted to remain tilf next Season, the Council stated that 
the Monopoly and Tyranny of the Mandarins was so great, that they did not 
conader it for the Interest of the Company to remain at Chusan, unless the Am- 
bassador to be sent to the Chinese Court should procure better Terms. 

The Agreement made with the Chumpein was, however, rendered nugatory by 
the Interposition of the Mandarin of Justice ; who, on the 2d February, caused 
Mr. Loyd to be secured in the Factory; he then went on board the Eaton, to sec 
if she could take in Goods, which he, in Combination with the Merchants, 
intended to force on the Council in Payment of the old Debt ; but finding her 
full, he addressed those of the Council present in order to induce them to make 
^me Offer for his Permission to remain ; when, finding that they made none, he, 
in the Emperor’s Name, commanded the whole Factory to depart on the Eaton, 
(then about weighing anchor,)%xcept One or Two Persons for the Recovery of 

outstanding 
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outstanding Debts. Upon this a Council was held, in which it was determined 
not to make any further Overture, nor to leave any of the Council behind, they 
being assured that the Mandarin of Justice would oblige them to take whatever 
Goods were offered in Payment of the old Debt ; and that the Chumpein would 
compel them to pay the 4,300 Tales agreed to be given him. It was also resolved 
to leave a Power of Attorney with Mr. Gough and Captain Roberts for recovering 
the old Debt ; and that the Council and Factors should proceed tc Batavia. 
Accordingly every Person repaired on board, but in such hurry and confusion, 
that they had not Time to carry off Necessaries, or their own private Effects. 
Amid this Distraction, thfe Factory Doors were forced, and some Goods stolen ; 
jnd the Mandarin of Justice took Possession of the Council’s Lodgings, and of the 
Warehouses containing the Company’s Goods. 


In a Letter from Batavia, where they were permitted by the Government to 
remain till the next Season, the Council, reverting to Chusan, stated, that, from 
their first Arrival in China, they had scarce been One Day free from the Insults 
and Impositions of the Mandarins or Merchants : at the same Time, they expressed 
a Hope of being able, the following Season, to return to Chusan. 


A Letter from President Catchpole to the Court states, that the underhand 
Dealings of Mr. Gough and Captain Roberts was the Cause of the English being 
turned away last Year ; for the Mandarin of Justice this Year offered to permit a 
Factory to remain, even thoug|j they should send away all the Ships. This Offer 
was, however, too late, and the President did not consider it safe to trust the 
Company’s Treasure on Shore without a Ship remaining in the Road to defend 
it. From this Overture, it was apparent that the turning the English away the 
previous Year was contrary to Law, and was owing entirely to the Representations 
made by Mr. Gough, that it was the Interest of the Chinese to turn the President 
out of the Country. Soon after the Despatch of the Sarah galley, the Factors 
entered on Business with the Merchants, but found them so dilatory, and their 
Demands so extravagant, that it was unanimously agreed to leave the Port. Upon 
this the Mandarins insisted that they should pay Measurage for the Ships, and 
Custom on the Goods landed. The Custom demanded was 10,000 Tales, which 
was paid, when the Hoppo measured the Ships, and gave them Permission to relade 
their Goods. On the Factors commencing the Re-shipment, the Chinese General 
filled the Factory with Soldiers and Mandarins, and ordered them to stop, pre- 
tending that they had violated the*Laws of the Country. He then placed a Guard 
round the Factory, and, for Fourteen Days, no Person was allowed to enter or 
leave the House, except the Steward. At length, after much I'rouble and many 
Impositions, the Factors were compelled to contract with the Merchants at very 
unreasonable Rates, and to take such Goods as they chose to offer. The Hoppo 
also pretended that he had not Authority .to fulfil the Chop he had previously 
granted, by which he extorted the Loan of 6,000 Tale to adhere to it. The 
Under-Mandarins now demanded the Guns, Sails, and Rudders of the Ships, and 
extorted Presents to forego the Demand. 


1702-3. 

O.C. No. G, 281. A. 


The Letter then detmls the vexatious Dealings of the Merchants, and the almost 
Impossibility of making them fulfil their Contracts : and adds, that the Emperor’s 
Merchants had greatly injured the Trade of the .Port, the Mandarins not daring to 
meddle with them. 


The President and Council gave Padrd Fontaney a Passage, in one of the Ships, 
and by that Means obtained the Friendship of the whole Society. The Padre’s 
Recommendation of the English procured for them the Esteem of the new Hoppo, 
w'ho always received the President as a great Mandarin, and assured him, that he 
would do every thing they desired with the Emperor, especially in procuring Per- 
mission for Ships to go to Liampo the subsequent Year. The Supply of the Market 
was represented to be very difficult ; the Taste of the People so capricious and 
(4‘2.) 5 K whimsical, 
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whimsical, that Woollens and many other European Exports were a Drug j but 
the Factor had understood that curious Birds and Dogs were nuidi sought after. 
Mr.Doiben a Supercargo had paid the mitire Measurage of his Ship with one 
great Irish Dog. 

The Instructions ef the Court to the Supercargoes of the Rochester, bound 
to Chusan, permitted them to proceed to Tinghoy or Lingho, if likely to prove 
more advantageous. If they touched at Amoy, the Supercargoes were to rq>re- 
sent that the ill Treatment experienced there had caused the Company to forbear 
sending Ships thither for some Years ; that the same Cause had prevented their 
sending any Ship to Canton for Two Years past ; and that if the Practices com- 
plained of were continued, they would be forced to abandon the China Trade 
altogether, or, at least, to trade only to those Ports at which they found good 
Treatment. T'he Impositions particularly to be complained of, were the addi- 
tional Four per Cent, laid on China Goods f their being compelled to trade only 
with Persons calling themselves Emperor’s Merchants j and the ransacking the 
People’s Chests, See. on leaving the Shore. 

r 

The Supercargoes were to stipulate against these Impositions at Chusan ; and 
to be watchful to prevent the Merchants entering into Combinations against 
them. 

The Goods sent were, if possible, to be sold f^r Money ; if not, they were to 
be bartered without the Addition of Money, in order that jiheir true Value might 
be ascertained. The Court ordered the Supercargoes to make particular En- 
quiries as to what English Manufactures or Produce would vend in China, and 
most strongly enforced the Necessity of their Consumption being increased. 

Anqua, a Merchant formerly residmg at Amoy, but then at Chusan, was in- 
debted to the Company 90,000 Tales j the Court ordered the Supercargoes t(j 
endeavour to obtsun Paymenf. 

In August, the Rochester touched at Amoy, at which Port the Mandarins and 
Merchants pressed them to trade, promising them whatever Terms they chose to 
demand ; but the Supercargoes, on Information received, determined to proceed 
to Chusan, where they arrived on the 5th September, the several Mandarins pro- 
mising them every Encouragement and Civility. They, however, experienced 
the very Reverse ; for the Mandarins being in league with the Merchants, nothing 
like free or fair Trade could be obtained, and Goods were imposed upon the 
Factors by main force which they had not contracted for. The Mandarins also 
delayed the Contracts for the Purpose of making their own Price for the Goods 
brought, and to oblige the Supercargoes to advance Money by which the Ship 
lost her Passage the first Year, and was detained till January 1711-12. The 
Exactions of the Mandarins were so great that they bad a Share of the Profits 
on all. Purchases made by the Supercargoes, even to the Vegetables for the 
Factory ; and they were obliged to refuse Payment of the 2 per Cent, .to the 
Chumpein, in order to obtain a Settlement of Accounts Vrith the Chunquan. 


NINGPO. 

• 

In consequaice of the Burthens imposed on Trade at Canton, an unsuccess- 
ful Attempt was made to open a Commiercial Intercourse with Ningpo. The 
Causes of Failure were the heavy Duties, and the arbitrary and haughty Conduct 
of the Chinese towards the Supra-cargoes, mid their Extortioifs and ruinous 

Delays. 
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Delays. The Supra-cargoes 'Oferp at first ^ery civilly treated, and permitted to pass 
Chusa^i, and proceed to Niogpo, but ordered to land Arras and Stores, which 
Order was persevered in to the last, also the heavy Duties. The Supra-cargoes 
were detained for some Time under Military Guard, and not permitted to sit in the 
Presence of the Hoppo or Titon. The Taye or Chief considers the Trade beneath 
his Notice, as he could not make above 3 or 4,000 Tales by it. The Importance 
of the Place as a Mart appeared to have been over-rated, as the Merchants required 
Five Months Notice to procure Goods, and the necessary Sums to be advanced 
and placed in the Hands of the Tays of Ningpo and Chusan. 'file Merchants of 
Ningpo, who traded to Batavia, were also exceedingly jealous of the Supra-cargoes, 
conceiving that if the latter were admitted to trade, it would be injurious to the 
former, by diminishing their Profits. 


MMPO and CHUSAN. 

The China Supra-cargoes, on reading an Account from their Predecessors of Canton Consult, 
an unsuccessful Attempt to open Trade at Limpo, proceeded to Canton. » 8- 

Mr. Harrison obtained this Year a favourable Reception at Limpo and Chusan, 
and the Duties were found to be not Half so high as at Canton. 

Tlie Supra-cargoes, in a Letter to thfir Successors, hope the Trade at this Port 1757. 

is now settled, although of. the Twenty Articles agreed to by the Chinese, several * 

have not been fulfilled. Compelled to deliver up Half their Guns, but are well 
treated by all Persons, with the Exception of the Isongtock, who is believed to 
have an Understanding with the Isongtock of Canton. Not allowed to remain 
on Shore after their Ships sail. Ships obliged to load down the River by Boats, 
on board which the Goods remain for Seven or Eight Days, and are subject, in 
consequence, to Damage and Pillage. On quitting the Port, receive an Edict 
raising the Duties to the Level of those at Canton. 

After a protracted Discussion with the Chinese relative to the Rates ofJDuties July and Aug. 175 7. 
and Freedom of Trade; in whidh respects they are placed in worse Circumstances 
than at Qanton, an Edict of the Emperor is communicated to them, prohibiting 
all Trade with Limpo, and confining it to Canton. This Alteration obtsuned by 
a Bribe of 20,000 Tales paid by the Magistrates and Merchants of Canton to the 
Officers at Court. 

The Isongtock declared, in a Letter to Mr. Flint, that if they would not leave 1758-9. 
the Port by fair Means they should by foul, for they should neither have Pro- 
visions nor any thing else. 

In answer to a 'Memorial from the English, the Isongtock of Canton says, 

“ if they are further troublesome he will punish them.” Greatly offended at 
Mr. Flint’s proceeding to Limpo contrary to Order. 

Mr. Flint forced from Limpo against the Monsoon} went to the Mouth of 1759-110. 
the Peking River, where,^ by Bribes, he got a Petition to the Emperor’s Know- 
ledge, upon which Mr. Flint was desired to accompany a Tagin, appointed by the 
Emperor, over-land to Canton ; where, on his Arrival, the Complaints of the 
Foreigners being found true, the Hoppo was dismissed, and several Impositions 
taken off. The 1,950 Tales and 6 per Cent, remaining. 


Another 
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irei-fti.’. Another- Attempt to trade at Limpo fails. Mr. Flint was banished to Macao 

for Three Years, by Order of the Emperor, for going to Limpo. He was held 
in close Confinement, and not permitted to correspond with the Supra-cargoes, 
and was not released till October 30th, 1762, never more to come into the 
Country. 


MANILLA. 

Between 1648 and 1694, Attempts were made to open a Trade with the 
Manillas, the chief Obstacle to which lay in the Power possessed by the Spanish 
Government there. 


No Trade permitted without a Licence ; a Danish Commander having been 
executed, and the Crew imprisoned, for attempting to trade without a Licence. 

The Company in consequence attempted, but in vain, to obtain Liberty to 
trade by Means of the English Ambassador at Madrid. 


TYWAN on FORMOSA. 

1.623. The Chinese Ambassador at Batavia offered the English as well as the Dutch 

o.C. 770. Residence and Trade at Tywan. 

The English Presidency at Batavia propose to negociate with the Chinese for 
). '.No. 819. Admittance to Tywan, as the Treaty of Union with the Dutch will support them 
in doing so. It appears from the Dutch Treaties that that Nation had about 
this Time established themselves on this Island, and erected Fort Zelandia, near 
Tywan. 

B. from J. 48. The Dutch possessed the Island till 1662, when it was taken from them by 
the King of one of the Chinese Provinces, who had been expelled fron# his own 
Country by the Tartars, and, with his Adherents, had taken the Castle of 'I'ywan 
on the Island of Formosa, with all the Treasure which the Dutch Company had 
rhere laid up, valued at ^300,000 Sterling. The Chinese intended to follow up 
their Victory. ‘ 

B. from I. No. 46. In 1663, the Dutch returned with a Force to Tywan, intending to retake it, but 
failed of Success. The Chinese, having intermediately followed up their Successes 
by the Capture of Manilla, designed to exclude the Dutch from the Straits. 

»670. Previous to 20th August 1670, the Presidency of Bantam dispatched a Pink 

B. from I. 65,70. ^jth a Sloop to Tywan, with a Letter to the Chinese King there j adverting to 
His Majesty’s Circular, which had invited Merchants in general to trade with his 
Territories ; notifying that the English are a distinct People from the Dutch ; 
and requesting Trade and Privileges. 

1670. September 10th, the English contract for a Factory. 

1671- Previous to 16th August 1671, the Bantam Pink and Sloop had returned safe 

B. from L 70. 73. jjje first Voyage to Tywan. 


The 
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The Court approved of settling a Factory at Tonquin, and sent Court’s Letter, 
out Three Ships to proceed vseparately to Tonquin, Tywan, and Sept.^ 1671. 

Japan. 

The Court, in a general View, approved of the Articles between the King of 
Tywan and the Company, proposed to them for Ratification, but objected to their 
being made responsible for the individual Acts or private Debts of their Ser- 
vants ; and also to those Articles which required the Delivery on Shore of the 
Guns and Ammunition of their Ships from the Time of entering the Harbour 
until their Departure ; and those which stipulated the supplying the King with 
Ammunition, as it would be in Breach of the Treaty Marine. The Presidency 
•of Bantam was instructed to negociate for an Exemption from Duties on their 
Imports into Tywan which were afterwards exported, and to insist that the Com- 
pany should not pay Duty on Goods carried away unsold. The Terms entered 
into with the King were to be explicit, as the Court desired to extend that and 
the Japan Trade as much as possible. 

“ May it please your Majesty, 

“ By Advice from our Agent and Council of Bantam, we understand that, 
“ upon your Majesty’s Encouragement, they had made a Beginning of Trade in 
“ your City of Tywan, and had been kindly received by your Majesty there ; 
“ but they did not find the Prices and Vent of Commodities to answer their Ex- 
“ pectations. Yet that th§re were certain Articles in Proposition between your 

Majesty and them for Settlement of Trade, and that they intended to return 
“ thither again. 

“ And we finding that, if your Majesty give Encouragement, there may be a 
“ considerable Commerce by vending European and Indian Commodities, taking 
“ in Exchange such Commodities as your Kingdom doth ’afford. To that Pur- 
“ pose we have now sent out several Ships, with Cargoes in part from hence, 
“ viz. Cloths, Stuffs, Lead, and other Commodities, and have appointed to be 
“ laden at Bantam, Calicoes and other Indian Goods, severally for Sale at your 
“ City of I'y wan, with Orders to take in Exchange Sugars, Skins, and other 
“ Commodities. I’his we intend yearly to do for the future, and to increase 
“ the Number of Shipping as we find the Trade to invite us.” 

The Letter then desires that His Majesty will, in a special Manner, encoura’ge 
the Consumption in his Territories of British Cloths and Stuffs, the Company 
engaging to take in Return all the Productions of his Kingdom, fit either for the 
Markets of Europe or other tarts. 

Lastly, the Court request his Majesty to grant those Modifications of the Treaty 
which they had instructed their Presidency at Bantam, af above, to propose. 

The first Voyage was nevertheless unprofitable. 

t 

In the next Year Twb Ships were lost in endeavouring to trade v iih Tywan. 

The Endeavours to revive the Trade with Japan, through Tywan, unsuccessful. 

The Instructions from Bantam this Year, urge the Factory at Tywan strenuously 
to promote the Vend of Woollens, that being the Company’S principal Object 
in undertaking this “ Northern Traffic.” Capacious Storehouses were to be 
provided in Tywan, as it was intended to send Goods, not only to meet the 
present Demand, but to keep such a Store, that the Trade which is reported to 
subsist between Tywan and Manilla, may be participated by the Companj, 

The Company’s Ship Return having met with a decided Repulse at Nangasaque, 
in Japan, the Sup*ercargoes, in Consultation, agreed, that as the Difficulties ex- 
(4y.) • 5 L perieuced 


- 1671, June 23. 

2(1 Feb. 1671-2. 
Book 4. 


16/1. Sepl. 21. 


The Court to the 
King of Formosa, 
dated Ltmdon, Gth 
September IG71. 


1G7U2. 


1672. 


1673. 

Aug, 2S. 



O.C. No. 2,758. 
2,829. 


1674. 

C.4. B. No. 5. 


1673. 

B. from I. No. 101. 


1675. 


1675. 

O.C. No. 2,981. 


O.C. No. 2,986. 


1677. 

B.from 1. 142. 116. 


1678. 

B.from 1. 179.122. 
1679. 

B.from I. No. 179. 


1679. 

C.4.B. No. 6. 


1681. Aug. 12. 
1681'2. Mar.2. 
C.4. B.No.6. 
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perienced'at Tywan made iliat Speculation unprofitable, and as dte Prohibition 
by the Spaniards of Trade to Manilla made it unsafe to attempt that Port, it was 
advisable to steer for Macao, where, relying on the Amity between the King of 
England and the Portugueze, it was hoped the Ship and Cargo would be safe, 
and the Prospect of finding a Market not improbable. 

The Court account an Establishment at Tywan to be of great Importance as 
a Magazine for Goods, till they can get direct Access to the Places with which the 
Natives are allowed Commerce. 

The King of Tywan is the only Merchant engrossing all the Sugar and Skins. 
With the Commodities of the Country, and some China Goods, he drives a pro- 
fitable Trade to Japan, sending yearly thither 14 or 15 great Junks. 

The Tywanncrs have some small Trade to Cochin China, Cambodia, and of 
late to the Manillas ; but whether or not their Trade to China will improve, so 
as to make Tywan worthy the Company's settling a Factory at it, is doubtful. 
The Harbour is bad. 

On 9th July 1675, the Flying Eagle arrived at Tywan. On her Cargo being 
reported, Punkee, the King's Minister, asked if the Guns and Ammunition were 
intended as Presents ; being answered that the Factory of Bantam, understanding 
that he was at War with the Tartar Government, had sent them for Sale ; he ex- 
pressed his Satisfaction at their arriving when so mudh wanted by the King j and 
added that the King's Success would be profitable to the Company j for if he 
should be firmly seated in China, he doubtless would grant them a Factory in 
any Part of his Territories, where, in all Probability, not only the Sales but the 
Investments would be greater than could be expected at Tywan. 

According to the Custom of the Country, the Supercargoes were obliged to 
make the King and Grandees handsome Presents. 

“ Whatsover Merchandize is brought hither from Amoy pays Double Cus- 
** tom, and Treble if sold to us ; for although we pay but 3 per Cent, on Goods 
“ sold, yet it is equivalent to paying Six, for tlie Buyer pays Three more. 
“ If we buy Goods here, the Seller pays again as if they were but newly im- 
“ ported, notwithstanding all existing Duties were paid when they were brought 
“ into the Country.” 

The outstanding Debts were principally due firom the great Mandarins. 4 irhe 
Factors had applied to Punkee to obt<un Payment, but found him unwilling 
to use Coercion with Persons of Rank ; they therefore advised Bantam to write 
the King on the Subjet^ 

Trade was carried on between Tywan and the Main of China clandestinely. 

The Factory have commenced a Negotiation to have the Custom taken off. 

Sept. 1678. Tywan Factory made subordinate to Amoy. (See Amoy.) 

The Affairs of this King are in a very precarious Condition. The Chinese at 
Tywan with Difficulty defend themselves against the Tartars, who continually 
alarm them. Tt\p King’s Treasury is expended, his Subjects exhausted, and his 
Army dissatisfied. 

Nov. a6. The Court of Directors approve of withdrawing the Factory of 

Tywan, to enlarge that of Emoy. 

# 

Two Letters from the Court to the King of Tywan, of these Dates ; appealing 
to his Justice for Payment of the outstanding Debts j and detailing Injuries recrived 
both at Tywan and Amoy, and requesting Satisfaction. 

In 
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In July 1683, the King of Tywan lost the Frontier Island of Pehou, after 
being defeated by the Tartars in Two Battles at Sea. This Disaster induced the 
King to submit to the Great Cham j and, as the Price of Peace, he delivered 
over the Island of Tywan to Sego, the Tartarian Admiral and General. This 
obliged the Factors, who had been left there, to wind up the Concerns of the 
Factory, to conciliate the Tartarian Chiefs by costly Presents in Cash and Goods, 
and made the outstanding Debts due to the Company nearly desperate. They ad- 
dressed to the Court a Relation of the Difficulties in which they were involved, 
by the Oppression and Extortion of the new Aufhorities. They requested Per- 
mission to sell their Goods and proceed to Siam. Sego refuses this until he can 
have Instructions from the Emperor, but promises them Trade both at Emoy and 
Tywan. 

Notwithstanding their dear-bought Peace, the Tartar Authorities left by Sego, 
who was absent at Emoy, commenced in January 1683, a System of still greater 
Oppression and E::tortion, buying Goods at their own Prices, and insisting on the 
Factors selling small Quantities. 

In Jan. 1684-5, Company’s Supracargo had Advice of a Chop from Emoy, 
permitting him to leave Tywan with the Company’s Effects ; but on 'the 19th he 
was still waiting for it to arrive. 

In 1689, June 9, the Court of Directors, writing to Madras,' say — Tywan is 
good for nothing now ; and we would not have you settle any Factory there 
again. 


IC8;!. 

M. p. 28 ;i. 28 ; 


C. L. B. No. 8. 
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Early Records. 

C.L. Book, No. 4. 
Court to Bantam, 

1671. 

6th Sept. 

1672. 


1674. 


1675. 

O.C. 2,966. 


1676. Oct. 19th. 
C.L.B. No. 5. 


1676 


1676-7. 

Feb. 7U>. 


APPENDIX D. 


EXTENSION OF TRADE. 


ORDERS. 

THE Court desire to extend the Trade to Siam, Feraun, and Japan, as much at. 
possible. 

The Court address a Letter to the King of Formosa, proposing to trade with 
him. 

The Instructions from Bantam this Year urge the Factory at Tywan stre- 
nuously to promote the Vend of Woollens, that being the Company’s principal 
Object in undertaking this “ Northern TrafEck.” Capacious Storehoust s were 
to be provided in Tywan, as it was intended to send Goods not only to meet the 
present Demand, but to keep such a Store that the Trade which is reported to 
subsist between Tywan and Manilla may be participated by the Company. 

The Court direct the Trade between Tywan, China, Japan, and Manilla, to be 
cultivated. The Natives to be encouraged to send English Manufactures to 
those Places, and in return to procure Gold, Silver, &c. from these Places. 

In 1675, the Revolution in China had stopped the Transit of Good.s, .so that 
they could neither procure the Commodities of the Country, nor dispose of their 
European Commodities, and had not sold Two Bales of Cloth since the Ar- 
rival of the Flying Eagle. The Company’s Servants write — 

** The Baize and Norwich Stuffs have been shewn to these People, and P^^ee 
“ has been acquainted that they are sent out as a I’rial for Manilla. 1 hey are a 
“ Sort of Manufacture they have not seen, so are unwilling to meddle with them; 
“ but Punkee hath offered to send them on the Company’s Account, Freight-free, 
“ on his Junk, which, though offering nc Certainty of a good Price, may be better 
“ than keeping or returning them.” 

“ We had often urged on the Tywanners that the Chintz and Quilts were 
“ Commodities proper for Manilla, but to no Avail until this Year, when a Scarcity 
“ of China Goods helped us off with the Remains of the Chintz.” 

“ On the Dispatch of their Junks to Japan, we have never omitted to invite 
‘‘ them to buy some of our Europe Cloth ; but they, fearing some Inconvenience 
“ may accrue because we are not received there, have hitherto declined.” 

In 1676, the Court sent the Tywan Frigate of 140 Tons, built expressly for the 
Tywan Trade. Bantam was to dispatch her with another Vessel to Tywan. 

The Court directed Bantam to make Trial of Amoy, by sending thither a small 
Vessel, provided there was no Danger of either Ship or Men being forced to 
serve in the War. 

Bantam was to encourage the Importation of Tea from China, and invest 100 
Dollars annually in that Commodity for the Company’s Home Cargoes. 

In 
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In 1675, the Court built the Formosa Frigate of 200 Tons purposely for the 
Tywan Trade. Her Cargo amounted to ^£’8,103 16s. 3d. ; she was to be dis- 
patched from Bantam with another Vessel for Tywan. 

Bantam dispatched the Advice Pink and the Formosa Frigate for Tywan in 
1666. 

Bantam wrote Tywan, that notwithstanding that Factory had desired that no 
more Europe Manufactures might be sent, yet the Company were so urgent for 
their Vend, that Bantam was obliged to send them a Proportion. The Woollens 
were to be sold cheaper than formerly. 

In i6?i, the Court send 60 Pieces of Colchester Baize, for Bantam, to endea- 
vour to introduce into the Manillas and Japan by the circuitous Trade between 
those Places and Amoy. 

In the same Year the Court direct Bantam to procure a Native Chinese from 
Amoy, versed in the Art of Lacquering, to come to England. 

The Court also order Bantam to send Home annually Fine Tea to the Value 
of 1,000 Dollars; and being desirous of introducing Colchester Baize into 
China, and also with the View of getting them by circuitous Exchanges into the 
Japan and Manilla Markets, had sent 50 Pieces on The China Merchant; but 
owing to Emoy being taken by the Tartars, no Junks went thence this Year to 
Manilla; and this Article not being liked by the Chinese, the Supercargoes had 
not been able to dispose of them. 

TheDirectors of the London Company, in a Letter to their China Factor, dated 
1 ith Dec. 1682, say, “ But to make a quick Dispatch, and in regard our Quantity 
“ of Woollen Manufactures sentto those Parts this Year is very great, we give you 
“ Leave to abate 20 or 30 per Cent, of the Prices of our Woollen Goods, or 
“ what else in your Discretion you shall find necessary to obtain a speedy End 
“ of all our Business.” 

The London Company also, in the Instructions sent by The Adventure, 19th 
Nov. 1684, direct the Supra-cargoes, if possible, to open Trade with Mindanao, and 
settle a Factory there ; and to advise Fort St. George, by Letter, what English 
W’^oolkns may be disposed of at Mindanao ; also promising large Gratuities and 
future Promotion in the Service, if they should prove successful. 

JJnder Date 3d October 1690, the Court write, “ Now we desire you to exert 
“ your utmost Care and Diligence in doing the same Thing in India which we 
“ have done here ; that is, to dispose of all our remaining Europe Goods in all 
“ Factories, for the doing whereof you can never hope for better Markets.” 

In 1696, the Court directed an Embassy to Mindanao, with Overtures to the 
King to trade with the Company, to be sent from Fort St. George ; but it did not 
succeed. 

The following Instructions were also given by the London Comparfy, under 
Dates noted in the T\ 5 argin : 

“ You must, by all Ways and Opportunities you can, be learning what Sorts 
“ of English or other European Commodities are proper for China, and what 
“ Quantities will yearly vend there, and give us Advice thereof at your Return, 
“ entering all such Remarks and Observations on your Diary.” 

“ You will observe by the Invoice that our Woollen Goods, See. are rated at 

only their real Cost and Charges, without any Advance, which we have done to 
“ encourage the Consjinption in China, aiming rather at a great Vent of, than 
“ at great Profit upon our own Manufactures ; the Advantage redounding 
“ thereby to the Nation, must need be so obvious to you and every one, we 
“ need not eJcpatiaic thereupon.’’ 

( 4 ?’.) . 5 M The 


Early JRecorda. 

1675. Nov. 5th. 
C.L.B. 5. 

1676. May 24 & 30. 
B.f.L.121. 111. A. 
1676. May. 


1681. Aug. 12. 
C.L.B. No. 6. 


1681. 


1681-2. Feb. 28th. 
C.L.B. No. 6. 


Letter from the Di- 
rectors of the Lou- 
don Ctmipany to 
their China Factor, 
11th Dec. 1682. 

• P. 10. 


Instructions sent by 
the London Com- 
pany on the Adven- 
ture, 19th Nov. 
1684. 


Fort General Let 
ter, 3d Oct. 1690. 

P. 11. 


Court’s Letters, 
20th M?iy 1696. 


Instructions from 
the London Com- 
pany to the Supra- 
cargo of the Amity, 
dated 8 Sept. 1696. 
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Nassau, 23d July 1697. 

Fleet, 1 si November 4 698. 
Wentworth, 10th November 1699. 
Northumberland, 30th Oct. 1700. 
Onmgzieb, 17th September 1701. 
FleetT 28th January 1701. 

Union, 28th January 1701. 


The above-quoted Paragraphs were inserted in the Instructions 
which were given by the London Company to the Supra- 
cargoes of several other Ships about’ this Time, as noted in 
the Margin. 


Instructions from The following Instructions were issued by the Court of Directors of the English 
the Court of Di- Company : “ Advise us of all Occurrences, and of whatever may be for our Ser- 
rectots of the Engj order to vend the greatest Quantities of our own Woollen Manufactures, 

China CounciU 23d “ and Other the Product of our Nation, or any other European Commodities. 
Nov. 1699. i’. 3. “ We have been greatly encouraged to this Northern Settlement (Limpo) from 

“ the Hopes we entertain of opening a Way into the Japan Trade, and of finding 
“ a considerable Vent for our Woollen Manufactures beyond what hath been ;■ 
“ both which you are to endeavour after, and give us particular Advice and 
“ Information thereof.” 


P.12. « You are carefully to observe the Manner of disposing opr liurope Goods 

“ and Bullion, and, as much as in you lies, promote the Vent of our English 
“ Woollen Manufacture.s, and other the Product of this Nation. And take 
“ Notice, that we buy all our Woollen Cloth and other Goods with present 
“ Money, and at the most proper Se.asons; by which Means, and the great 
“ Quantities we purchase, we get them at least lo per Cent, cheaper than they 
“ are usually bought, and we rate them in the Invoice at no more tlian their 
“ true Cost. If any other Sorts of Goods than what is in our Ei.st may be found 
“ out proper for Europe, or any Commodities that have not been hereiofoie 
“ sent hither, send u.s Musters of some, and small Parcels of others.” 

19tli Oct.I700. “ We are very intent upon promoting and incrca.sing the Vent of our Engli.sh 

4th Nov. — « Woollen Manufacture, and therefore use all your Endeavours to bring it into 
lithNov. Esteem with that People (the Chinese). 

29th Oct. — We are expecting from you very full and particular Information concerning 
“ all Parts of the Trade of China, and the Places from whence all Sorts ot Com- 
modities are originally to be had, and where and how all European Cknnmo- 
“ dities may best be vended ; for that we are resolved to drive this Tr.ule to the 
“ Height.” 

25th Nov. 1701. ” We desire you to return us Patterns of such Sorts of Goods and such 

“ Colours as you find most accessible ; and always have in your Thoughts, and 
“ endeavour the promoting the Vent of our Woollen and other Manufactures as 
“ much as possible.” 

“ Mr. Gough tells us, that the sending Woollen Manufactures or other Europe 
“ Commodities will not turn us to account, becau.se in the Goods you take for 
“ them the Chinese will advance the Price.s more than the Profit that c.an be 
“ made by the said Europe Goods ; hoyvcver, wc must endeavour to keep on 
• “ that Trade, and to promote their Vent as much as possible, because the more 

“ we send out, the more acceptable it will be for the Nation.” 

Instructions from Instructions from the Directors of the United Company : “ It will be a Na- 
SiT rac*ar''oes*of the “ Advantage, if large Quantities of English or any other European Com- 

Rochester, bound “ modities would vend in China; and would be a very good and popular Argu- 
for chusan, dated ‘ ‘ ment in our Favour : Wherefore do you make diligent Enquiry, what Sort.s, 
6th Jan. 1709-10.^ « Colours, and Quantities of Woollen Goods, and other English Products, will 
“ sell at Chusan, or elsewhere in China, yearly; and at what Rates? and the 
“ like of all other EuropeanCommodities.” 

Instructions to the The same as the foregoing ; “ adding whatsoever Informations lo be 

Howland^^and^ihe ** depended on you can get; and what Observations you shall make of these 
Hester, dated l.'Uli “ Matters, enter them in your Diaries ; and deliver us those Diaries at your 
Dec. 1710 . r.28. “ Return. Herewith you will receive a ‘ Proctors Price Current,’ which may 
“ be of some Service to you in making these Enquiries.” 

Instructions from “ Understanding by our Supra-cargoes lately returned from Canton, that 

the Court to the cc Woollcn Manufactures sent from hence for divers Tftars past are not 
Supracargoes 01 the H 
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“ all disposed of, but several Quantities yet remain in the Warehouse, we have 
“ thought it most for our Advantage to send out but Thirty Cloths this Year; 
“ and have permitted you to dispose even of them at Batavia, if you see it for our 
“ Service, and tlie rather because we sent out a Parcel last. However, considering 
“ it a National Advantage to send out our own Product as much as we can, we 
“ have therefore, as you will see by the Invoice, shipped a Parcel of Lead ; which 
“ used to be, and we hope still is, a staple Commodity, and will turn to account.” 

“ We should be very glad to understand that the great Quantities of 
“ Woollen Goods formerly sent to China were all vended and consumed ; then 
“ should we be in hopes that the Market would mend, and we might be able to 
“ send out new and full Supplies as formerly.” 

“ The Invoice will shew you that we have laden some Woollen Goods on 
“ board you, and the like Quantity on board the Hartford, which we expect 
“ will turn to account, being provided as Mr. Bullock advised as to Quantities, 
“ Sorts, and Colours ; sell them if possible for Money, that we may know the 
“ true Worth of each Sort. If you cannot sell for Money, then barter them for 
“ Goods without joining any Silver with them ; and enter a particular Account 
“ what these Goods could be purchased for with Silver.” 

“ It would be very acceptable News to us to hear the Woollen Goods 
“ formerly .sent from hence to Canton were all disposed of ; because it would be 
“ a National Benefit to increase the Consumption of our otyn Manufactures. Let 
“ ir be your Care to inform yourselves fully whether any and what Sorts, Quan- 
“ titles, and Colours of our Woollen Goods are yet lying on Hand ; and why they 
“ are so. Knquire also what Quantity of other English or European Commodities 
“ will vend in China, and at what Rates, that we may supply them therewith 
“ rather than Bullion, if we can do it withotit Loss.” 


Hester, buuiid to 
Canton, dated ISth 
Dee. 1713. P.14. 


Instructions from 
the Court to the 
Supracargoes of the 
Kssex, bound to 
Canton, dateil 7th 
Dec. 171,6. P. 14. 
Instructions to the 
Supracargoes of the 
Carnarvon, bound 
to Canton, dated 
4th Dec. 1717. 

P. 13. 


In.striiction.s to the 
Supracargoes of the 
Sunderland, bound 
for Canton, dated 
19th Dec. 1718. 

P. 14, 


We are told the Chinese Warehouses are cleared of the old Remains of the 
“ I'.ngli li Woollen Manufactures. Do you make strict Enquiry whether 
“ this Account be true. If not, what Sorts, Quantities, and of what Colours, do 
“ yet remain, and for what Reason, However, if there be none, surely what is 
“ now sent will go off the better ; so that we may tjpd Encouragement to increase 
“ the Quantity hereafter. This will be a National Benefit, a.s it will increase the 
“ Consumption of our own Manufactures, which we earnestly recommend to you 
“ to endeavour; and, it will lessen the sending out Bullion, which costs more 
‘ than the same Number of Ounces paid here for Goods. 


Instructions to the 
Supnicsirgoes of the 
Maccloitield, .dated 
27th Dec. 1723. 

r. 15 . 


“ You know we would gladly send out more of our Manufactures, as a National Court’s Instruc- 
“ Benefit, provided it can be done without real Loss to the Company, and 
“ therefore we would have you make the strictest Enquiry what British or other ^'ot”]728. ’ 

“ European Commodities, and what Quantities of them, will vend in China, and 
“ at what Rates, entering the same fully in your Cpnsultations.” 


Note. — The foregoing Paragraph was repeated in the Instructions of 21st 
November 1729, and .several subsequent Years. 


I'he Supra-cargoes were instructed by the Court to exert them- 
selves in the Disposal of the Manufactures of Great Britain, upon 
the Invoice Price, on, which they were allowed a Commission of 
5 per Cent. ; and they were also directetj to be “ very indu.strious ” 
in making themselves acquainted with the Sorts and Quantity of 
‘‘ Woollen Goods that might be sold at Canton,” with a View to 
the Introduction “ in large Quantities" of the Manufactures of our 
“ own Country.” 

Orders similar to the above were given to the Supra-cargoes of 
the Drake. 

The Court “ most earnestly and particularly recommend,” that 
Entries be made in the Diaries 'of such Observations as, upon the 
strictest Enquiry, should “ occur with regard to the Sorts, Quan- 
“ tides, and Prices of Woollen Goods, as likewise of any other 
. * . “ Goods 


Instructions to the Supracargoea 
of ,the Houghton and Rhoda, 
dated 29th November 1751. 

Par. dS. 
P.ir, 53. 


Instructions to the Supracargoes 
of the Drake, 6th Dec. 1751. 

Par. 44. 47.49. 
Instructions to the Supracargoes 
of the Griffin, Boscawen, and 
Royal Duke, 1 Dec. 1752. 

Par. 2J, 22.28. 
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Separate liistructious to tbe 
Supracargoes for the Woollen 
Goods on board the Gridin, dated 
1 Dec. 1752. 

Instructions for Ships Clinton 
and Suffolk for Canton, of the 
same Date. Par. 25 , 26. 

Instructions for the Harcourt, 
of the same Date. Par. 25, 26. 

Instructions for the Lord Anson 
and Triton, 28th Nov. 1753. 

True Briton, 

Princess Augusta. 

Instructions for the Ships Essex 
and Ilchestcr, 28th Nov. 1733. 

Ditto per Stafford and Qnslow, 

Instructions to Samuel Harrison, 
dated 19th December 1753. 

Instructions to the Siipracargoes 
for the Sale of Woollen Goods, 
27th Nov. 1754. 

Inv. jei6,80() 45. Id. 


Instructions for the Pr. George 
and lUioda, 27th Nov. 1754. 

Instructions to the Supracargoes 
of the Earl of Holdernesse, 27th 
Nov. 1754. 


Instructions to the Supracargoes 
of the Stormont and Godolphin, 
10th Oct. 1755. 

Instructions to the Siipracarg^)cs 
of the Harcourt and Houghton, 
10th Oct. 1755. 

Instructions to the Supracargoes 
of the Griffm, 10th Oct. 1755. 

Instructions to the Supracargoes 
of the Onslow for Limpao, I7th 
Nov. 1756. 

Instructions to the Supracargoes 
of the Sandwich and Triton for 
Canton, 29th Nov. 1756. 

Instructions to the Supracargoes 
of the Boscawen and Princess 
Augusta for Canton, 2Stt;h Dec. 
1756. ♦ 

Instructions to the Supracargoes 
of the Norfolk and Tavistock 
for Canton, 29th Dec. 1756. 

Instructions to tbe Council of 
Snfiracargoes, 23d Dec. 1757. 

Court’s Letter to the Supra- 
cargoes at Canton, dated 10th 
Jan. 1759. Par. 75, 76. 
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Goods the Produce of England, which may be annually vended 
“ at Canton,” as they were “ very solicitous to introduce them 
“ among the Chinese in as large Quantities as possible.” 

Every Means to be used to enable the Court to prosecute with 
“ Vigour and Success ” their Intentions respecting the Consignment 
of the Produce and Manufactures of England. 

^ Similar to the foregoing. 

Desire that Means may be used to facilitate the Company’s En- 
“ deavours to introduce them ” (British Commodities) “ in as large 
“ Quantities as the Market can possibly take off.” 

Desiring, that such Enquiries be made as may assist the Company 
in the Prosecution of their “ Scheme with Vigour and Success.” 

Similar to the foregoing. 

Mr. Samuel Harrison appointed by the Company to open a "Tri 
at the Ports of Limpoa or Ningpo. 

Although some former Consignments of Woollens had n. an- 
swered their Expectations ; yet, being in Hopes of better Success by 
a steady Prosecution of this Scheme, the Court resolved to make a 
Consignment this Year, repeating the usual Instructions lur the Pro- 
secution of Trade in the Prcwiuce of England. 

Instructions similar to the above were given to the Supra-cargocs 
of these Ships. 

Two Supra-cargoes were sent on the Earl of Holdernesse, in addi- 
tion to one sent last Year, to open a Trade at the Port of Limpo or 
Chusan ; and instructed to make such Enquiries with regard to the 
Import of “ Britfsh Commodities at that Place, as might facilitate 
*‘ the Company’s Endeavours to introduce them into the Chinese 
“ Empire in as large Quantities as can possibly be taken off.” 


I Similar to the foregoing. 


Although you are to dispose of. all the Consignments to you in 
“ general to the best Advantage, yet we must particularly rccora- 
« mend to your Care and Attention that Part consisting of Woollen 

“ Goods, 
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“ Goods, which are to be sold in such Manner as, according to the best of your 
“ Judgment, will be found to be most advantageous. You arc also to use your 
“ Endeavours to promote the future Import of them to the greatest Extent the 
“ China Market can bear. In order thereto, you mus^ make such Enquiries, 
“ Remarks, and Observations, and enter the same on your Diary for our Infor- 
*‘ mation, as will assist us in the Prosecution of this National Branch of Com- 
“ merce to the greatest Length it can be carried. The like is to be observed by 
“ the Supra-cargoes at Limpo.” 

Note. — The Instruction above quoted was incorporated into the Code of 
Instructions from the Court to their Supra-cargoes at Canton, 
called Standing Rules and Orders, which was afterwards printed, 
and a Copy of it annually forwarded to the Supra-cargoes for 
their Guidance. 

“ To endeavour^ if possible, to obtain Leave from the governing People at 
“ Limpo for the Company to have a Residence of some Supra-cargoes at that 
“ Place.” 

Although the small Hopes which had been entertained for Two Seasons past of 
getting the better of the Obstacles which prevented a Trade to Limpo were les- 
sened by the ill Success of a Message to the Isongtock, sent by Captain Skottowe in 
the Royal George, who was particularly instructed to solicit for Redress of 
Grievances, yet, having that desirable Object still in view, the Court repeated the 
discretional Orders which they had previously given, to watch every Opportunity 
for its Accomplishment. In the 150th Paragr^h of this Letter, the Court com- 
plain of the Non-transmission to them of any Indent for Woollens. 

To keep an Eye upon the Restoration of the Trade with Limpo, with a View 
to restore it if possible. 

“ Being very desirous of promoting the Consumption of Woollens to the 
“ greatest possible Extent, we have this Year sent you about 4,000 Cloths, and 
“ 2,000 Pieces of Long Ells, which we rely on your disposing of on such Con- 
“ ditions as may encourage our sending large Quantities of this National Com- 
“ modity to Canton,” 

“ It having occurred to us that the Company may derive great Advantage by 
“ opening a Trade to Japan, we therefore very particularly recommend it ir vou 
“ to use your special Attention to obtain the clearest Information on the Mean;; 

“ for effecting so desirable an Object, which you are to make us speedily ac- 
“ quainted with, that in case there shall appear good Grounds for Success in 
“ forming an Intercourse with the Japanese, no Time may be lost in so doing. 
“ We apprehend you will easily procure the necessary Intelligence by Means of 
“ the Chinese Junks trading thither ; and for facilitating the Certainty and Suc- 
“ cess of your Enquiries, we do admit of your applying 500, or not exceeding 
“ 1,000 Tales for that Purpose,” 

“ Being desirous of extending our Exports from this Country, so as to reduce as 
“ much as-possible our Remittances to you in Bullion, and finding that in the under- 
“ mentioned Years, (from *77510 1785) certain Quantities of Copper were im- 
ported into Canton from Europe, which, from the Prices Current of the respec- 
“ rive Seasons, appear to have yielded upon an Average about 19 Tales per Pecul ; 

“ we shall consign to you by the Ships of this Season, in addition to our Exports 
“ above mentioned, 20 Tons Japan Copper and Half a Tori each of Battery Brass 
“ and manufactured Copper. As this Consignment is made by way of 'I’rial, we 
“ desire particular Attention may be paid to the Sale thereof, and that you transmit 
“ us your Opinion, framed upon the best Information you may be able to collect, 

“ whether it will be advisable to repeat this Measure, and how far it may be extended 
“ in point of Quantity, so as to afford any reasonable Prospect of Advantage.” 

** We alsp direct that you acquaint us, whether any other Articles from this 
“ Country would probably answer at the China Market at a small Profit, or even 
(^2.) . 5 N “ without 


Par. I;t6. 


Court’s Letter to 
Canton, 

17th Dec. 17G2. 
P.21. 


1 GCh Nov, 17G3. 
P.32. 

13th Dec. 1771. 

P. G. 


Gth .Ian. 1 773. 
P. 67 . 


19th Jan. 1787. 
P. 47. 


P, 43, 
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“ without Loss j and in order in some Measure to assist your Judgment therein, 
“ we transmit you herewith a London Price Current of the latest Publication/' 

Sourt’s Letters to “In our Letter of the i gth January 1787, we stated to you very fully our Senti- 
27u!'March 1789 “ Subjeol of Exports from this Country, and the Principles on which 

* * P. 1. “ were desirous of pushing them to the utmost possible Extent. It affords us 

“ much Satisfaction to learn that the Essay then made in the Article of Copper bids 
“ fair to open a Vend for that Commodity, which we trust you will encourage and 
P- “ promote by every^eans in your Power. In respect to the Article of Tin, as it 
“ appears that the Price of it in England is considerably reduced since 1763, and 
“ that it has been gradually increasing in China, we have determined on making an 
“ Experiment upon a larger Scale than we at first intended. You will therefore, in 
“ addition to the 2^ per Cent, common in Blocks of Tin of 3 Cwt. each before 
“ advised, receive a further Quantity of i Ton of Cornish Tin in Blocks of about 
“ Half a Hundredweight each, i Ton of Ditto in Caps of about albs, each, 8 Tons 
in Ingots of about i^lb. each, and 40 Tons ditto of about 61 bs. each. In the 
Disposal of these several Parcels, you will pay a particular Attention to which 
“ shall merit the Preference, both as to Quality or Shape; or whether any and 
“ what Alteration can be made in either, so as to bring it into a successful Compe- 
” tition with that of the Dutch. You will also ascertain, in the best Manner you 
“ may be able, to what Extent it is probable the Article may be carried, and how 
“ far it is likely we may reap any Advantage thereby, considered as well in a 
“ particular as in a general Point of View, in the doing which we again repeat what 
“ we have so often done on former Occasions, that we are as much desirous of 
“ benefiting the Manufactures o^ this Country by an extensive Vend of British 
" Exports, as of seeking our own immediate Advantage in point of Profits.” 


] 0th May 1790. 
P.23. 
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” In aid of our China Investments, and to lessen the Export of Bullion, we 
have contracted this Season for 775 Tons of Cornish Tin, which will be con- 
signed you by the Henry Dundas, and the Five direct China Ships, cast into 
Ingots of about 66}. lbs. each. This Tin, upon an Assay, has been found equal 
to the BancaTin; we therefore hope that you will be enabled to dispose of our 
present Consignment on such Terms as may induce us to make it a constant 
Article of our future Exports ; we must rely upon your particular Exertions for 
this Purpose. When you consider that, in being the Means of encouraging the 
Exportation of this Article, you not only contribute greatly to the Benefit of 
the Company, but render an essential Service to the Nation in general, and 
the County of Cornwall in particular ; we assure ourselves that nothing will 
be omitted on your Part for so desirable an End. We have advised our Pre- 
sidencies of our Intention respecting the Quantity of Tin to be consigned you 
this Season, and have recommended that, if it should be in their Power to con- 
tribute by any Means to promote the Object we have in view, of establishing the 
Sale^of Cornish Tin in China, they will not omit it.” 

“ It affords us singular Satisfection td learn that the Article of Woollens con- 
signed by the Ships of 1788 were in general approved; we trust those of the last 
Year will turn out equally satisfactory ; and it will be our first Care, upon all 
Occasions, to inculcate upon the Minds of the Manufacturers the Necessity of 
thrir paying every Attention to the Quality of this important Branch of our 
Concerns, on which not only their own Interests, but that of the Country at 
large, is in the Event so materially concerned.” 


6 th April y 96. It Although the Committee are to dispose of all our Consignments in general 

■ ** to the best Advantage ; yet we particularly recommend to their Care and Atten- 
“ tion that Part consisting of Woollen Goods, which are to be sold in such Manner 
‘‘ as, according to the best of their Judgment, will be found most advantageous ; 

and they are also to promote the future'Importation of Woollens to the greatest 
** Extent the China Market can bear. In order thereto, such Enquiries must be 
“ made, and such Remarks and Observations entered on Consultation for our In- 
formation, as will assist us in the Prosecution of this National Branch of Com- 
merce to the greatest Length it can be carried.” 


We 
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We are aware of the Difficulty of inducing the Merchants to yield to any 
“ Advance on Woollens, and we continue to entertain the same Sentiments that 
“ we have so repeatedly expressed, of our Desire to advance the Consumption of 
“ British Manufactures in preference to seeking for Profit; but the I.oss has now 
“ arrived at an Extent so considerable, that it becomes an imperious Part of your 
“ Duty to represent the true Situation of this Part of the Trade to the Merchants, 

“ who, we are disposed to believe, are not aware that the Company sustain such 
‘‘ Loss on their Woollens.” 

** By the Ships Alnwick Castle, CufFncIls, and Arniston, we have consigned to April 1804 . 
“ yott a Quantity of Woollen Goods of a Description that has been represented to ^ ’ 

“ us to have found a profitable Market in China ; the Person who has furnished 
“ these Goods has entered into an Engagement to guarantee that the said Woollens 
“ shall produce in China a Sum equal to their Prime Cost and Charges in Eng- 
“ land ; you will therefore, by tlie earliest Conveyance, inform us of the Terms 
“ on which you have disposed of them, and how far they are likely to become a 
“ beneficial Article of Investment.” 


Court's Letters to 
Canton, 

4th Nor. 1803. 


“ And were we to judge from some Passages of your present Letter, we should 
“ think you not at all aware of the State of our Woollen Trade. Instead of its 
“ affording us “ a fair Remittance or a small Profit,” we have told you that we 
“ are now carrying it on at a Loss of 14 per Cent., which makes the Question no 
‘‘ longer “ whether we shall sacrifice a small Advantage to the liberal Policy of 
‘‘ extending the National Manufactures,” but whether we shall uphold them 
‘‘ on the anti-commercial Principle of a great annual Sacrifice of the Company’s 
‘‘ Property.” 

“ It is our Intention, in future, only to consign to you the precise Quantity of 
“ Woollens stated in your Indents, which you will therefore regulate with a View 
“ to obtain Prices which shall indemnify the Company for actual Loss ; at the same 
“ Time, we embrace this Opportunity of repeating our Determination and Readi- 
“ ness to sacrifice a Profit on this Branch bf our Trade, to the Manufacturing 
“ Interest of the Kingdom.” 


16th Jan. 1805. 
P. 43'. 


l'..')4. 


“ You will likewise observe the most friendly Line of Conduct towards all the 
“ neighbouring independent Rajahs or States, and you will avail yourselves of any 
“ Opportunities that may offer for negociating Commercial Treaties with them, 
“ upon Grounds of reciprocal Advantage.” 

“ Independently of the-great political Advantages of possessing a commanding 
“ Station for the Rendezvous, Refitting, and Supply of His Majesty’s Navy, re- 
“ quired for the Protection of the Company’s Possessions in the Eastern Part of 
“ India, with the ultimate View of constructing Docks, &c. for building Ships of 
“ War for the Royal Navy, one of the principal Advantages, in a Commercial 
“ Point of View, is the Probability of its .becoming, in a more extensive Degree, a 
“ general Dep6t for the Commodities of India and China, particularly those of the 
“ British Territories. It likewise is an Emporium so situated,- as to afford an easy 
“ Approach from every Part of India, from the Extremity of China to the Coast 
“ of Africa, and where Merchants of all Nations may conveniently meet and ex- 
“ change their Goods.” 


Court’s Letter to 
Prince of Wales’ 
Island, dated 
IHthApril 180.0. 

P. 44. 

P.45, 


With respect to the Imports from Europe, we have ordered an Investment of 
“ Woollens to be provided, to the Extent of £ 2 ^, 000 , and of such other Goods 
“ as maybe deemed fit for Sale at the Island. We rely upon your Exertions for 
“ ensuring to those Goods as quick and advantageous a Sale as possible. You will 
* likewise transmit to us an annual Indent of such Articles of British Manufacture 
« as you think may meet with a ready and advant^eous Sale at Prmce of Wales 
Island, partkullariy Iron, Copper, Lead, Broad Ooth, Cutlery, and the various 
Manofectures required by the Malays, Siamese, Burmahs, &c. &c.” 

“ It 



( 404 ) 


[Appendix D, 


P.48. 


Court's Letter to 
Canton, dated 
8th Jan. 1808. 
P. 18. 


29th Sept. 1810. 

P.18. 


P.2K 


P.24. 


30tb March 1810. 

P.5. 


P.6. 


P.7. 


It has bscn usual at the other Presidencies to dispose ol European Imports at 
“■ Public Sales, but we think it inexpedient to limit you to that Mode ; probably, 
“ however, you may find it convenient to have one Annual Sale, soon after the 
“ Arrival of the Ships from Europe. It must be left to your Discretion to regu- 
“ late the private Sales at other Times, as you shall find most advantageous to the 
“ Company, and for the Encouragement of Trade.” 

“ We have no further Wish than that which we have so repeatedly expressed, 
“ namely, to promote tlie Sale of British Manufactures to the utmost possible 
“ Extent, in preference to seeking a Profit on a more limited Quantity, and this 
“ Object we are confident you will feel with us the Propriety of promoting by 
“ every Means in your Power.” 

“ It ought to be borne in Remembrance that we have, for a Series of Years, 
“ taken off a large Proportion of the Produce of the Tin Mines, with the Inten* 
“ tion to serve the County of Cornwall, and without the Prospect of any Profit 
“ to the Company.” 

“ We are fully impressed with a Sense of the Duty and Importance of endea- 
“ vouring to extend in Asia the Sale of the Produce and Manufactures of Great 
“ Britain and Ireland, as will be found in numerous Instances upon your Records j 
“ and we take this Occasion to direct that you refer to your former Proceedings 
“ (particularly about the Period of the Embassy of Earl Macartney), and that 
“ you make it a Matter of especial Consideration, whether the Vend of British 
“ Articles already known can be increased, or other British Articles not known 

can be introduced. Your deliberate Opinion, in Answer to these Enquiries, 
“ maybe transmitted to us by the first Ships of the China Season 1810. See 
“ our Letter of the 8th January 1808, Para. 18.” 

“ The Price of British Bar Iron of good Quality is become very reasonable, 
“ from the general Use of Machinery in the Manufacture of that Commodity. 
“ Should the Miners continue to decline delivering to us their Tin, we are appre- 
** hensive that it may not always be found convenient to supply the Deficiency 
“ with Lead, as well by reason of the great Fluctuation in the Price of that Com- 
“ modity in England, as by the Fear of overstocking the Market in China. We 
“ therefore think, that, upon this Account, as w'ell at- upon the general Principle 
“ of extending the Sale of British Staples, it may be desirable to endeavour to 
‘ dispose annually of a Quantity of British Iron in China, which can be afforded 
“ at about Four Tales Five Mace per Pecul. We .shall send a small Consignment 
“ in the approaching Season by way of Experiment.” 

“ Our experimental Consignments will be as follow, viz. 

** Copper, consisting of all the Descriptions which we consign to our Indian 

“ Presidencies, Twenty Tons. 

“ British Iron, of all Descriptions, Fifty Tons. 

Window Glass, Part being of larger Sizes tlian we send to India, Fifty 

“ Chests. 

Red Lead, Five Tons.” 

We recommend this experimental Consignment to your most particular At' 
“ tention j and it is our Desire that you report fully upon each and every Article 
“ which we have now sent out, with a view to the Extension of the Consumption 
** of British Manufactures, if a Demand can possibly be found, as more fully ex- 
“ pressed in the aist Paragraph of our Letter of the 29th September 1809.” 

“ At the Suggestion of Sir George Staunton, and being at all Times desirous 
“ of encouraging every Endeavoitr to promote the Consumption of British 
“ Manufactures, we have sent by the Ship Bombay, as an Exj^riment, Ten 

Bales of Salisbury Flannels ^ should this Article approved in China, and 

“ a Vend 
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“ a Vend for any considerable Quantity be hereafter effected, it would be pro- 
“ ductive of Advantage to a Manufacturing District of England, which has not 
“ hitherto participated in our Eastern Commerce.” 

“ From a Consideration of all the Circumstances stated in these Paragraphs, 
“ we have limited our Exportation of this experimental Consignment (of Salis- 
“ bury Flannels) to Five hundred Pieces, which are of the broad Sort, as you have 
“ desired, and a similar Number will be sent you next Season. We are much 
“ gratified at your Endeavours to introduce this Article into the Manilla Market, 
“ a Measure which we conceive might be found equally successful in the Disposal 
“ of other Goods, and form a new and advantageous Channel of Consump- 
“ tion of British Manufactures.” 

“ In our Letter of the loth October 1810, we observed, that we had made you 
“ a Consignment of British Iron, not from any well-grounded Reason to expect 
‘‘ it would mce*^ with a Sale in China, but from our Desire to extend, by all 

Mean.'', the Consumption of British Manufactures and Produce.” 

“ The ill Success of the other Articles of British Produce, which we consigned 
“ to you on Experiment, has prevented us from continuing, at least for the present 
“ Season, our Adventure therein, viz. Copper, both manufactured and unmanu- 
“ factured, Window Glass, and Red Lead ; at the same Time we have to express 
“ our Concern, not unmixed with Surprise, ihat none of the various Articles 
“ calculated for Boats, should have been found useful in a Country like China, 
“ which abounds in Canals and inland Navigation. 

“ Wc are desirous of receiving the best Information you can procure, of the 
“ Commerce which is carried on in the Articles of Copper and Tin, in Canton 
“ and the neighbouring Countries. We especially wish to know the Quantities 
“ of each which are considered to be annually disposed of, and the Prices.” 

“ The Tin in Ingots has been received of the County of Cornwall at Eighty 
“ Pounds per Ton, being an Advance of Two Pounds per Ton beyond the Price 
“ of last Year ; to which Addition we have consented, in consequence of its being 
“ represented that the Mining Interests are at present much depressed.” 

“ We have at all Times been desirous of extending the Export of this Staple 
“ Article (Long Ells) of the Manufacture of the West of England, and should 
“ be glad to find that the Consumption of these Goods could be more extensive- 
“ ly introduced through the vast Empire of China. 

“ We entertain great Hopes that this Article (Salisbury Flannels) so recently 
“ introduced into our List of Consignments to you, will get into further Estima- 
“ tion in the China Market. It is our Wish that you would give every Encou- 
“ ragement to the Sale of this Manufacture, and, as it is an Article which we con- 
“ ceive to be well suited to the Philippine-Islands, and that it has already met with 
“ a favourable Reception at Manilla, we direct that you use your best Endeavours 
“ to prevail on Mr. Lalalette to try a further and larger Adventure thither.” 

“ We 'conceive you may with Propriety represent to the Hoppo, that if the 
“ tlhinese Government were to remit Part of the Duties on such Woollens as 
“ to exceed the Demand in the China Market, and as are exported, it might 
“ be advantageous to the Port of Canton, and greatly extend its Trade with the 
“ Eastern Islands. 

" Samples of a Variety of Carpenter’s and other Tools, also Cutting Knives, 
“ Sickles, Household Utensils, &c. together with Nails and Brads, the whole the 
“ Manufacture of China, having been transmitted to us by Mr. Joseph Cotton 
“ junior, of your Factory, we have sent the Specimens of the Cast Tools and 
“ Articles to the Carron Company (whom we understand to be the most eminent 
“ Iron Founders in E.uropc), and the wrought Tools, &c. to a respectable Manu- 
“ facturer pf Sheffield, and the Nails to a Manufacturer at Birmingham. E’ach of 
( 4 '.\) . 5 O “ 'hesc 


Court’s Letters to 
Canton, 

■29th Jan. 1H12. 
P. 4(). 


;Jlst Jan. I8)i!. 
P.C. 


P. 10. 


P. II. 


18th Dec. 1812. 
P.6I. 


12th March 18 111. 

P.21. 


P. 104- 


P. 105. 


P. 107- 



[Appendix D. 


Court's Lutiors to 
Canton, 

12th March 1813. 
P. 177. 

Court’s Letters to 
Prince of Wales’ 
Island, 

3d Sept. 1813. 
P. 16. 


28th Dec. 1814. 
P.15. 


P.16. 


P.17. 


25th Sept. 1816. 

P. 7. 


P.8. 


P.9. 
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‘‘ these Parties having prepared a Quantity of Goods, in Imitation of the Chinese 
‘‘ Patterns, agreeably to our Instructions, we have shipped both the Cast and 
‘‘ Wrought Tools. The Paper of Memoranda which accompanied the Specimen, s 
“ from China, has not enabled ns clearly to ascertain whether the Prices in China 
“ are higher or lower than those at which the English Tools are charged, but we 
‘‘ fear that many of the English Tools will be found to exceed the Chinese Rates. 
“ We have nevertheless made this experimental Consignment, in the Hope of find- 
“ ing a Channel for the Extension of the Consumption of British Manufactures ; 

and we have no Doubt that you will exert all your Influence in obviating any 
“ Objections which may be raised by the Chinese Dealers ; and, as Profit is not our 
“ immediate Object, we shall be satisfied if the Invoice Prices of the respective Ar- 
“ tides can be obtained. We consider the Conduct of Mr. Cotton on this (and on 

a former Occasion of some new Patterns of Woollens) to be very praiseworthy ; 
“ and, in furtherance of the same Object, we have caused some of the Chinese 

Nails to be drawn out of the Tea Chests in our Warehouse's, and a Quantity of 
“ British Nails, in exact Imitation, are now sent to you.” 

“ We have sent you 76 Bales, containing 380 Pieces, of another Description, 
“ called Col(ihester Bays, which we think may be well introduced as anExperi- 
“ ment into the China Market.” 

“ We have perused, with very considerable Attention and Satisfaction, a Letter 
“ which Mr. Rafiles, Lieutenant Governor of Java, has addressed to u.s, under Date 
“ the 1 2th January 1813, on the general Commerce of Java and its Depcndencie.s. 
“ Observations contained in this Document, founded in part upon a Letter which 
“ was transmitted to the Government of Java by our Select Committee of Supra- 
“ cargoes at Canton, under Date the 24th November 1812, have, in great Part, 
“ determined us to send to Java a Consignment of Goods in the present Season, 
“ of the Prime Cost of about Eighty thousand Pounds Sterling.” 

“ We are still anxious, as we always have been, to promote the Consumption of 
“ British manufactured Iron, and we hope to receive from you such I'avou ruble 
“ Account Sales of British Iron, as may warrant our making the Consignments 
“ of this Article to consist chiefly of the latter Kind.” 

“ We have to call your Attention to the Article of Cutlery and 'J'ools, the Sale 
“ of which in India will materially benefit the Manufacturing Poor of this Country. 
“ The Manner in which the Cutlery is packed, which is fully explained by the In- 
“ voice, will enable you to make moderate Lots, suitable to the Wants of difierent 
“ Classes of Buyers, and thereby to promote the Sale.” 

“ You will not fail to make every proper Enquiry whether tlic Wire Cards for 
“ Cotton are likely to find a Demand in India, and to inform us of the Result.” 

“ We find that our Stock of Iron at the*several Presidencies has accumulated to 
“ the very large Quantity of Eight thousand five hundred and thirty-one Tons} 

and as the Sales of Iron, which are annually realized at the several Presidencies, 
“ are npt in proportion to the Aggregate of our Stock, we think it right to apprize 
“ you, that as good merchantable British Iron can now be bought in London at Ten 
“ Pounds and a few Shillings per Ton, it follows that your Stock can be replaced 
“ at that Price, with the Addition of the customary Invoice Charges.” 

“ You must therefore consider your Stock of Iron as depreciated in Value, and 
“ proceed to make Sales thereof on reduced Terms accordingly.” 

“ Notwithstanding the above Observations, we shall probably see it right to 
“ mak^; a Consignment of British Iron to Bombay in the approaching Season, 
“ with the View of aflfordmg some Relief to the Workmen who are employed in 
“ the making of that Commodity, and who are at present in a State of great 
“ Distress for Want of Employment.” 


“ We 
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“ We wisli to impress upon oUr Servants the indispensable Necessity of keepine P 
“ us advised, by every Opportunity, of our Stock of Europe Staples, drawn up in 
“ such Detail as w;ll shew distinctly the Sizes, Colours, and all other Particulars 
of oui Metals, W^oollcns, and other Commodities j a general Indent is of little 
practical Utility, I articulars lyust be minutely stated, and the Terms by which 
the Goods are described in our Europe Invoices must be invariably adopted in 
your Indents and Lists of Stock.” 
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APPENDIX E. 


DISPUTES arising 4roiu llu* Iiilertuairse ol British Sailors 

vritli the Chinesl. 


Canton (A>hsiilt. 
Dec. 17th, 1 77-. 


Dec. 1 4 th, 17'S(). 


Dec. 9th, 17S4. 

p. 1 43 to 1 82. 


.hil\ iJsu I7 ^%k 
:;4s. :jr>u. 

3.) 4. o.'j.'i, 


Dec. ISih, 
:u;2. 3ti:). 
402 1/ 407. 


9th Jan. 1 7'’"4). 
:o» 1 a 309. 

3/ I II 378. 


2(1 Jan. 1788. 
461—3. 


IN 1772, a Chinese and some Europeans ^cre wounded in an AfTray, which 
originated , in the Fourth Officer of the Lord Camden having incurred Debts 
which ht was unable to pay. 'FI le Trade was in consequence stopped till the 
Isongtock was satisfied the Parties were c)ut of Danger. 

In 1780, a French Sailor killed a Portugueze in a Struggle, for which, without 
any thing like a proper Trial, the Chinese caused him to be strangled. This 
Interference of the Chinese was much regretted by the Reprcs' utatives of the 
European Nations at Canton, as forming a dangerous Precedent. Upon a former 
similar Occasion the Chinese Authorities had declined to interfere, and when 
strongly urged, suffered the Murderer to escape. 

In 1784, a very long Dispute with the Chinese Government arose out of the 
accidental wounding of Three Chinese, by the firing oT a Salute from the Country 
Ship Lady Hughes, at Whampoa. This Correspondence was accompanied by a 
considerable Interruption to the Trade, and by the Imprisonment of Mr. Smith, 
the Supercargo of the Ship, from which he was not released till the unfortunate 
Gunner was found, and delivered into the Hands of tiie Chinese. 

In 1785, an English Sailor belonging to the Earl of Chesterfield was killed in 
an Aflray between some English Sailors and Chinese. The Murderer, it was 
believed, was afterwards strangled by Order of hi> own Government. 

The Supra-cargoes feeling great Alarm towards the End of the Year, in conse- 
qu^ce of the Irregularities practised by the English Seamen, and being “ appre- 
“ hensive that serious Consequences might happen to the Honourable C.ompany’s 
“ Affairs, if the Government should beqUended by their bad Beliaviour,” thought 
it absolutely necessary, for the Preservation of Regularity and Discipline, to send 
an Order to all the Commanders of Ships to concert among themselves the Means 
of preventing the apprehended Evil. 

In January 1786, nearly 200 English Sailors from difi'ejent Ships landed at the 
French Banksall, beat the only French Officer then on the Spot in a most shocking 
Manner, and did considerable Damage to the Banksall and its Furniture. 
The French Consul at the Port, Mons. Veillard, and the Commander of the 
French Ship, made their Complaint to the British Supercargoes, who considered it 
to be their Duty, under the Circumstances, to order the British Commanclers to 
enquire into the Affair, and see such Reparation made as was practicable, which was 
complied with accordingly. Some restrictive Orders were also agreed upon and 
circulated, in September 1786, to all the British Commanders in tile Port. 

In January 1788, a Seaman belonging to the Earl Fitzwilliam was killed in a 
Scuffle by a Chinese, and the latter, upon Complaint made to the Government, 
committed to Prison, and,' it is believed, was afterwards executed. 


In 
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In the same Month, a Chinese was wounded in a Scuffle with an English Sailor Canton Consult, 
■belonging to a Country Ship, who was in consequence taken into Custody by the sih Jan. 
Supra-cargoes Order, and confined on Ship-board till it was ascertained that the *' 

Chinese was out of Danger. 


In 1796, the Supra-cargoes complained to the Court, that great Part of their 
Attention had been taken up by the improper Conduct of the subordinate Officers 
of the Company’s Ships, who had been guilty of creating Disturbances both on 
board and on shore, and some of whom had been degraded on that Account. 


Letter from Canton, 
‘23(1 June 1796. 
73 a 78. 


In 1800, the Supra-cargoes made strong Representations to the Court respect- 2d Jan.lSOO. 
ing the English Sailors and their riotous Conduct while on shore at Canton, whither 
they were occasionally permitted to go, to purchase Necessaries. It was hoped ^ 

that the Court would seize any Opportunity to make Regulations which might Uec. 1799. 
be effectual, as the Scenes described were disgraceful in the Eyes of the Chinese, 
embairassing to the Company’s Interests and to their Servants, and highly offensive 
to all Descriptions of Persons. 


In February 1 800, an Accident happened to a Chinese, who was wounded by 
one of the Crew of Ilis Majesty’s Schooner Providence, Captain Dilks. The 
Company’s Supra-cargoes left no Means unemployed to compromise the Affair, 
as well as to exonerate themselves from Responsibility for the Acts of Persons 
not under their Orders •, but although the Viceroy had a strong Partiality for the 
English, the Supra-cargoes were of opinion the Matter could not have passed over 
so easily had the Chinese died. In that Event, and the Refusal of Captain Dilks 
to abide by the Law of the Country, a Stoppage of theTrade would probably have 
ensued, and it was difficult to say where the Resentment of Government would 
have ended : the Supra-cargoes therefore recommended that Orders might be 
given to Ilis Majesty’s Commanders, especially when within the Bogue, on no 
Account whatever to fire at a Chinese ; or that they might be furnished with 
Letters and Piesents from His Majesty to the Emperor, by which additional 
Privileges might be obtained for them. 


In 1801, an Attempt was alleged by the Chinese to have been made by somfi 
Persons belonging to the Ship Cirencester to smuggle a few Camlets on Shore. 
I’his 'I’ransaction was represented by the Hoppo at Pekin so very unfavourably, 
that one of the Chinese Merchants was amerced, by a Sentence of the Emperor, 
in the Sum of 50,000 Tales. The Chinese Merchants immediately applied to the 
English Supra-cargoes for Indemnification, by whom the Subject was reported to 
the Court ot Directors, and Orders issued to all ’the Commanders of Ships at 
Canton, denouncing the Severest Displeasure of the Company against any Persons 
who might be found offending in such a Manner j and that any Officer detected 
in so doing should be forthwith deprived oT his Homeward-bound Privilege. 


Gen. Letter from, 
6th Get. 1801. 
:* to 7. 

Do. 18thJan.l8U2, 
179 to 181. 


In 1802, referring to the Negociation between the Chinese Government and 
Capt.Dilks, the Select Committee transrpitted, for the Information of the Court, an 
Extract from the Chinese Code of Criminal Laws, by which it appears that the 
Guilt of a Person wounding a Chinese is determined by the Time which elapses 
from the Infliction of the Wound until the Death j and stated, that in future they 
would endeavour to profit by this Information. The Chinese in question was 
statedT to have lingered tor some Time after Captain Dilks's Departure, and to have 
died of the Wound he received. 


LetterfromCanton, 
jythJan. 1802. 
121 to 123. 


In 1804, the Attention of the Court was called to the long established Practice of 29 thJan. l 804 . 
permitting the Seamen of the Company’s Ships to spend Three Days ashore at 128 to 134 . 
Canton “ where they are exposed to the Art practised by the Chinese of mixing 
“ their Liquors with Ingredients of an irritating and maddening Effect, causing a 
“ State of Inebriety more ferocious than that occasioned by any other Spirit, and • 

“ leading to riotous Scenes of the greatest Enormity, and which tend to keep alive 
“ in the Minds of the Chinese the most unfavourable Opinion of our Character,” 
and the Supra-cargoes hoped the Court would issue Orders that this Indulgence 
might cease. 



29th Dec. 1804. 
8. 9. 


22(1 Mar. 1807. 


April 1807. 
21. 29. 


LetterfromCanton, 
7th May 1807, 

9 th Mar. 1808- 
77. 

7th Jan. 1808. 
217. 


28th Feb. 1810. 


Secret Letter, 1 0th 
Jan. 1812. 
11 , 12 . 


Letter fromCanton, 
8th Nov. 1816. 
au 16. 2lf^(,22. 

24thNov, 1817. 
21 a 2:) 
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I'his Year the Chinese Government took Exception at His Majesty’s Ships 
anchoring in Anson’s Bay, which led to a Negociation of considerable Length 
with the Hoppo and Viceroy, and occasioned the Publication of several Edicts 
directing the Departure of the Ships ; one of which, addressed to the Supra- 
cargoes, was couched in strong Terms. 

During the Time that the Seamen of the Neptune were at Canton, on the 
Liberty with which they were indulged, on 24th February 1 807, a Chinese re- 
ceived aWound in an Affray, in consequence of wluch he is said to have died ; the 
guilty Individual was unknown, an^ could not be given up ; the Chinese Govern- 
ment stopped the Trade, but soon after offered to permit the loading of all the 
Ships, except the Neptune, to proceed, which the Supra-cargoes absolutely 
declmed. On the 15th April, after an ineffectual Examination by the Chinese 
Officers of the Sailors of the Neptune, Permission was granted to “ ship off ” to 
that and the other Ships of the Fleet ; the Chinese Government insisting however 
upon the Detention, in the Custody of the English Chief, during the Pleasure of 
the Emperor, of a Seaman of the Name of Edward Sheen, as the most active in 
the Affray. 

The Chinese Government, as the Ships were about to sail, refused to permit 
Sheen to accompany them, but he was released the following Year by Order of 
the Emperor, upon paying a Fine of 1 1 Tales 4 Mace and 2 Canderines. 

In 1808, the Court were referred to Translations of Edicts which had been 
issued by the Hoppo of Canton, in consequence of Complaints preferred by the 
Americans against C.aptam Pellew of His Majesty’s Ship Phaeton, from which it 
appeared that the Chinese received with the greatest Readiness, and on the slightest 
Occasions, Impressions to the Disadvantage of British Sailors. 

The Company’s Ships were again detained by the Chinese Government, in 
consequence of a Chinese having been killed, but sailed without Permission j 
the Chinese in this Case only stipulated, after the Ships had sailed, that the 
Offenders should be punished according to the Laws of England. The Discus- 
sions on this Subject lasted till the Close of the Year 181 1. 

The Supra-cargoes refused this Year to give up a Seaman belonging to the 
Cumberland, and at the same Time solicited the Court’s Instructions how to act 
in Cases of Murder by Europeans. 

In 1816, the General Hewett was detained by the Chinese, which led to the 
Encounter between the Chinese Forts and His Majesty’s Ship Alceste. 

In 1817, His Majesty’s- Ship Orlando’s Boats were assaulted by the C’hinesc, 
who also (ieclared their Determination to search Country Ships. 
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‘state M ENT 

OF THE 

VALUE OF MERCHANDIZE 

IMPORTED INTO 

Bengal, Fort St. George, and Bombay respectively, 

FROM 

THE EASTERN ISLANDS, &c. 

in the Years 1814-15 to 1817-18. 
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APP ENDIX G. 

STATEMENT of the Value of Merchandize imported into Bengal*, Fort St. George, and 

the Reports of External Commerce from 


DESCRIPTION OF MERCHANDISE. 

1814-15. 

-- __ _ 

1815- 


Fort 

St. George. 




Fort 

St. George. 

n 

Bengal. 

Bombay. 

Total. 

Bengal. 

1 

Anchors 

Rupees. 

Rupees. 

Rupees. 

Rupees. 

Rupees. 

’Rupees. 


2,809 

. 


2,809 

3,229 

- 


Books, Stationery, Maps, China Paper, China, 1 
and Lacquered Ware, See* - - J 

4,536 

- 

285 

4,821 

15,810 

2,100 


Beads, Coral, Cowries, &c. - - 

21,653 

8,841 

1.394 

31,888 

9,936 

1,308 


Betel Nut .... 

33,061 

1,34,379 

30,103 

1,97.!;63 

25,564 

2,23,065 


Confectionery and Grocery - - - 

2,366 

5,827 

391 

8,584 

- 

4,889 


CofTee - . - - - 

1,91,857 

81,917 

29,436 

3,03,210 

47,933 

1,699 


Sugar, Sugar Candy, Sago, Cocoa^uU, &c. - 

84,389 

42,049 

6,66,923 

7.93,36 L 

83,672 

52,798 


Pepper . . - . 

3,54,583 

1,31,621 

2,3.3,434 

7.19,63ir 

2.77,951 

1.19,426 


Spices - - - - 

13,761 

61,312 

1,. 38, 84 6 

2,1.3,919 

1.97,610 

48,453 


Tea - - - - . 

2.174 


100 

2,274 

- 

13,473 


Glass and Earthenware - - - 

1,685 

LI 33 


2,818 

1,878 

2, .•.79 


Drugs, Medicines, &c. ... 

64,944 

98.570 

1,78,474 

3,41,988 

1,28,606 

1.32,157 


Indigo - - _ ... 

8,083 

- 

1,14,029 

1.22,112 

6,233 

. 


Copper and Copper Nails ... 

6,96,975 

25,038 

- 

7,22,013 

6,63,120 

21), .".61 


Iron and Steel - - - . 

2,271 

• 

- 

2,271 

1,159 

Ki.KL' 


Tin - - - - . 

1.81,801 

25,545 

88,493 

2,95,839 

7.39,877 

24,873 


Lead - - w 





. 



Tvitenague - ... 

254 

5,169 

- 

5,423 

1,13,128 

- 


Ironmongery, Brazicry, &c. 

5,787 

- 


5,787 

9,010 

2,232 


Hemp, Cordage, &c. • - , 

8,038 

. 

34,987 

4.3,025 

5,215 

2.997 


Coir and Coir Rope, &c. ... 

76,929 

58,866 

464 

1,36,259 

70,003 

46,602 


Masts and Spars - - . . 

46,467 

1 6,589 

151 

53,207 

25,625 

. 


Timber and Planks • - - 

3,83,743 

2,08,606 

m 

.5,92,349 

3,67,497 

1.00, o;.4 


Jewellery, Silver Plate, &c. - - - 

m 

3,850 

3,190 

7,728 




Woollens - - • . 

10,620 

- 


10,620 

3,990 



Grain, Seeds, 8cc. _ . . 

10,0fe7 

21665 

, 1,46,085 

1,48,8.37 

8,726 

5,762 


Wine, Spirits, &c. • • 

1,75,849 

92,620 

11,595 

2,80,064 

1,16,22.5 

1.73,987 


Elephants* Teeth, Tortoise Shell, Bone, &e. 

29,860 

2,113 

1,79,424 

2,11,397 

9.591 

5,587 


Piece Goods and China Petty Goods 

46,86.3 

1,121 

1,925 

49,909 

5,857 



Nankeens - - - . 

2,302 

- 


2,302 


- 


Woods - - - - - 

37,090 

6.833 

45,502* 

89,425 

67,649 

3,729 


Rattans - - . 

13,419 

5,277 

3,821 

22,.517 

21,351 

1 7,38.'. 


Wax, Wax and Spermaceti Candles, &c. 

17,699 

1,176 

220 

19,095 

71,940 



Provisions, Oilman’s Stores, and Ship Chandlery 

3,029 1 

12,191 

4,109 

*19,329 

9,950 

5.679 


Wearing Apparel, Haberdashery, Mercery, Mil- 1 
linery, Hosiery, Drapery, &c. - - J 

1,295 

i 

2,642 

3,937 

3,882 

3,537 


Cutlery, Hardware, ike. 

« * _ 

1 - . - 



5.763 

1 


Cabinet Ware, Musical Instruments, &c. 

- 


162 

' 162 

1,823 



Carriages, Sadlerv, &c. 

_ « 


160. 

160 

1,102 



Fish Oil - 

- 



10,933 



Clocks and* Watches - - - 


- 


• 




Tobacco and Snuff - « - 



124 

^24 

• 



Fowling Pieces, Pi.stols, 8tc. 




• 

- 


Quicksilver . - . 



. 





Skins, Hides, 8^c. - - , . 



2,266 

2,266 


_ 


Canvass and Vittrey - • . 

- 

- • 

634 

634 


- 


Raw Silk - - - - 

- 

10,500 

2,981 

13,481 


3,657 


Sewing Silk - - - 

- 

6,382 

- 

6,382 

- ■ 


Wrought Silks - - - - 

- 

1,848 

. 

1,848 

- 

— ■ ■ 


Metals - _ . . 

. 

5,310 


*5,310 


3,376 


Military and Naval Stores 

. 





1,361 


Cotton - - 

- 


778 

778 

- 



Sundries - - 

e 

62,467 

4,49,149 

41,209 

5,52,825 

55.,425 

5,04,467 


Rupees 

25,99,4.54 

14,96.497 

19,64,337 

60,60,288 

31,89,263 

15,50,055 


Deduct Amount of Merchandize imported from^ 


the Mauritius, Cape of Good Hope, Mosam- ( 

• 

2,47,410 

. 6,36,709 





bique. New South Wales, and the Maidive | 
lalarids - - - -J . 

4,55,788 

13,39,907 ' 

5,30,935 

2,84,293 




Total Rupees 

21,43,666 

12,49,087 

13,27,628 

47.20,381 

26,58,328 

12,65,762 

B 


Af«n.— The Difference that occur* in the Total Amount from the General Account, isowine to a 
in the Bombay Original Stotements for 1815-16, to the Amount of - - - 










APPENDIX G 


Bombay respectively, from the Eastward Islands, &c. in tlie following Years. — (Extracted from 
Jengal, Fort St. George, and Bombay.) 



6,1 2.980 

7,49,450 

2,0<),829 

6.07,206 

67,352 

3,13,415 

.. 

i;!,47;i 

- 

1,457 

37,493 

2,98,556 

53,I6!» 


49,24/ 

7,28,728 

- 

20,321 

76,582 

8,11,332 


1,13,128 

4,662 

15,904 

- 

8,212 

146 

1,25,751 

- 

25,625 

- 

4,67,55 1 

9,405 

!), 105 

- : 

.3,990 

i 9,570 

2 1,058 

' 1S,5S6 

:;,08,798 

3,52,433 i 

3,67,61 1 


1810-17. 


Fort „ , 

8t. George. 


1817-18. 


] St. George, 




Rupees. 

11,396 

15,234 I 

41,627 
2,60,034 I 
0.369 
75.237 
7,83,618 
3.37,050 
3,13,148 
1,161 
26,758 


3,37,963 

156 

2,35,784 

9,219 

7,05,430 



64,214 

4,0.3,34.5 

39,449 

5.57,008 

.52,542 

4.97,810 

30,726 

: 5,81,078 

3.'i,N7,674 

13,04»940 

16,73,378 

65,05,993 

27,77,163 

13,83,448 

14J0,10.‘i 

[ Oil . / 0,/ 16 

8,h,e98 

2,12,581 

^>,69,736 

16,65,015 

12.90.047 

1 

3,01.085 

2,82,082 

18,73,214 

37, 14, §78 

10,92,359 

11,03,642 

49,10,977 

14,87,116 

10,82,363 

11,28,023 

30,97,502 


49.89,535 




































































STATEMENT of the Value of Merchandize exported from Bekoal, Fort St. George, 

from the Reports of External Commerce 





1814-15. 

1815. 

DESCRIPTION OF MERCHANDIZE. 


Fort 

St. George. 



Bengal. 




Bengal. 

Bombay. 

Total. 

St. George 



Rupees. 

Rupees. 

Rupees. 

Rupees. 

Rupees, 

R 11 pees. 

1 

Anchors - • - - 

- 

2.170 

392 

2,562 

- 

1,328 

i 

Beads, Coral, Cowries, &c. 

8,419 

• 

13,069 

21,488 

5,857 

- 


Books, Stationery, &c. - - - 

5,585 

• 

- 

5,585 

10,902 

“ 1 

Confectionery, Grocery, &c. , - 

68,941 

, 3,370 

96 

72,407 

29,573 

8,202 1 

•Spices - - - - - 

6,585 

11,473 

- 

18,058 

14,348 

41,861 ; 

Pepper . - - - - 

- 

• 

233 

233 

15,035 

- ! 

Sugar, Sugar Candy, Cocoa Nuts, &c. 

1,68,123 

2,008 

1,725 

1,71,866 

2,18,754 

30,356 , 

Tea . ‘ - 

4,950 

- 

- 

4,950 

16,143 

- 

Coffee - - • - 

• 

. 

- 

- 

71,774 

- 

Drugs, Medicines, &c. - - - 

22,029 

2,509 

7,787 

32,325 

40,833 

5,051 

Opium - - ^ - 

19,35,017 


- 

19,35,017 

23,84,719 

36,983 

Indigo - - - - 

2,68,650 

- 

- 

2,68,650 

3.64,733 

68,254 

Saltpetre - - ‘ - 

7,539 

- 


7,539 

91,778 

2,62.5 ' 

Salt - - - . - 

- 

8,400 

894 

9,294 

- 

1,596 

Betel Nut • . • - 

. 

- 


439 

2,783 

1,781 

Metals - - - - - 

. ' 

1,298 

. 

1,298 

- 

4,802 

Copper and Copper Nails - - - 

HS2E] 

5,705 

1,750 

45,458 

5.3,951 

1,363 

Iron and Steel - - * - 

1,39,816 

1,231 

13,057 

1,54,104 

74,860 

3,290 

Lead - - - 

1,440 

. 

. 

1,440 

- 

1,197 

Tin - . ... 

- 

- 

285 

285 

.10,514 

- - ' 

Tutcnague - . . . 

- 

- 

• 

- 

- 

1 

Quicksilver - . . . 


- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Ironmongery, Braziery, &c. 

10,888 

1,225 

3,016 

15,129 

16, .398 

- 

! 

Cutlery and Hardware ... 

20,789 

- 

1,538 

22,327 

6.421 

- 

i 

Elephants Teeth, Bone, &c. 

. 

. 

100 

100 

.. 

1 

Glass and Earthenware - - - 

11,880 

- 

5,167 

17,047 

29,561 

6,299 ' 

Cabinet Ware, &c. ... 

2,599 

2,431 

538 

5,568 

10,282 

4,827 


Carriages, Sadlery, &c. ... 

23,090 

1,050 

- 

24,140‘ 

35.141 

- 


Wine, Spirits, &c. ... 

3,12,923 

68,585 

43,928 


2,42,736 

43,209 


Timber and Planks - - - 

8,506 

• 

. 

8,506 

- 

- 


Hemp, Cordage, &c. - - - 

3,649 

- 

172 

3,821 

23,246 

4,550 


Coir and Coir Rope - - 

- 

8,531 

- 

8,531 

6,292 

20,702 


Rattans . • . - - 

1,920 

• 

- 

1,920 

792 

- 


Canvass and Vittrey - - 

94,510 

3,627 

862 

98,999 

97,812 

1,281 


Woods, &c. - - . - 

5,698 

- 

788 

6,486 

2,304 

7,511 


Skins, Hides, fkc. • - . - 

9,248 

7,869 

•- 

17,117 

15.406 

12,456 


Guns, Pistols, &.c. - - 

5,170 

- 


5,170 

- 

- 


Tobacco and Snuff - . - 

18,873 

3,594 

349 

22,816 

2,558 

11,963 1 

Wearing Apparel, Haberdashery, Hosiery, Per- ) 
funiery, &c. - - - - / 

85,402 

7.377 

15,082 

1.07.861 

55,787 

1 

15,015 j 

Woollens --- 

15,567 

3,178 

875 

19,620 

44,181 

- 


Cotton and Cotton Yarn . - - 

57,833 

7,938 

3,37,132 

4.02,903 

19,480 

7.409 


Raw Silk . - - . 

92,803 

. ' 

- 

92,803 

50,74-4 



Sewing Silk - - - - 

- 


- 

- 

- 

1,137 


Wrouglft Silks - - - - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1,616 


Velvets - - - - 

1,072 

1,179 

- 

2,251 

- 

- 


Piece Goods - . - - 

20,82,843 

19,68,680 


44,17,503 

19.45,477 

20,92,774 


* Nankeens - - . - 

1,739 

. 


1,939 

48,673 

2,660 


Jewellery, Silver Plate, &c. 

2,871 

- 


M75 

10,242 

6,119 


Wax and Wax Candles - - - 

22,086 

1,047 


21733 

17.414 

4,972 


Provisions, Oilman's Stores, &c. 

1,08,922 

25,259 

29,911 

1,64,092 

1.01,511 

39,999 


Gftin, Seeds, &c, • - - 

2,78,654 

- ^ • 



3,68,617 

12,510 


Rice - - - - - 

- 

54,405 

• 



43,641 


Military and Naval Stores - 

- 

6,194 

. 

6,194 

- 

4,866 


* Piece Goods (Foreign) - 

89,116 

. 

. 

89,116 

1,01,390 

- 


Vermillion ... 

- 


* • 

. 

- 

• "'i 


Sundries " - - - - 

91,279 

2,76,259 

■HkXuiyJI 


1,16,400 

3,13,941 


Sundries (Europe) - . - 

84,099 

- 

- 

Hgj^ 

62,763 

- 


Rupees 

62,19,126 

24,86,592 

8,90,842 


68,38,191 

28,68,146 . 






Mauritius, Cape of Good Hope, Mosambique, 1 
New South Wales, and the Maidive Islands, | 

11,63,962 

4,34,430 

3,87,445 



6,57,367 


&c. - - . . J 








Total Rupees 

A omBsaam 

50,35,164 

20,52,162 

5.03,397 

75,90,723 

43,77,200 

22,10,779 



rnmrnmSmm 





1,000 






1 L 






1 

75,89,723 




























and Bombay respectively, to the Eastward Islands, &c. in the following Years. — (Extracted 
from Bengal, Fort St. George, and Bombay.) 


16. 


1816-17. 


1817-18. 


Bombay* 

Total. 

Bengal. 

Fort 

St. George. 

Bombay. 

Total. 

Bengal. 

Fort 

St. George, 

Bombay. 

Total. 


Rupees. 

IQBI 

mm 

Rupees. 

Rupees. 

Rupees. 

Ru|>ees. 

Rupees. 

Rupees. 

Rupees. 


- 


- 

- 

705 

705 


8,296 

195 

8,491 




- 

2,909 

49,521 

52,430 

3,873 

1,321 

26,656 

31,850 



11,722 

4,060 


4.575 

8,625 

5,536 

1.050 

3,386 

9,972 



.50,083 

45,174 

11,930 

8,122 

65,226 

25,328 

2,012 

3,051 

30,391 


918 

57,127 

40,076 

27.195 

486 

67,757 

92,313 

- 

4,009 

96,322 


20,078 

35,113 

1,445 

13.271 

1,29,638 

1,44, .354 

- 

- 

2,070 

2,070 



2,57,653 

2,72,453 

6,322 

7,595 

2,86,370 

90,019 

7.448 

4,759 

1,02,226 


- 

36,143 

19,001 


- 

19,001 

43,771 

1,150« 

. 840 

45,761 


198 

71,972 

‘ 2,808 

12,880 

- 

15.688 

3,406 

• 


3,406 


29,085 

74,yfiy 

44,200 

5,452 

14,528 

- 64,180 

9,084 

14i876 

6,356 

30,316 


- 

24,21,702 

17,98,229 

57,097 

55,962 

19,11,288 

17,00,855 

56,361 

32,134 

17,89,350 


- 

4,32,987 

.3,84,400 

9,584 


3,93,984 

3,453 

2,419 

• 

5,872 


- 

94,403 

66,049 

2,380 

- 

68,429 

72,417 

A . 

.. • 

72,417 


S85 

2,481 

- 

23,058 

1,021 

24,079 

- 

8,137 

580 

8,717 


()54 

5,218 

- 

1,510 

• 

1,510 


- 

578 

578 


- 

4,802 

- 

2,334 

- 

2,334 

- 

1,010 

160 

1,170 


22,255 

77,569 

15,407 

- 

2,990 

18,397 

2,897 

17.535 


20,432 


03,490 

1,41,646 

90,022 

17,460 

34,727 

1,42,209 

1,07, ITT) 

10,584 

26,139 

1,43,899 


- 

1,197 

- 

. 

500 

500 

2,140 


26,603 

28i743 


250 

10,764 

2,431 


105 

2,536 

- 


6,176 

6,176 


- 

- 

276 

- 

2.750 

3,020 

- 

- 

4,165 

4,165 


- 


- 

- 

8,500 

8,500 

. 

- 

16,065 

16,065 


17,973 

34,371 

14,291 

- 

7.737 

22,028 

9,362 

. 

9,155 

18,517 



7,807 

— 


. — 

— 

— 

— 

— 



3,08S 

3,988 

212 

. 

1,360 

1,572 

8,030 

- 

- 

8,030 


!),335 

45,195 

3,310 

2,344 

9,694 

15,348 

19.746 

5,223 

10.995 

35,964 


939 

16,048 

1 1,623 

5,508 

619 

17,750 

5,889 

8,052 

3,076 

17,017 


- 

35,141 

14,857 

2.450 

- 

17,307 

28,082 

6.927 

• 

35,009 


7,775 

2,93,720 

1,92,815 

20,779 

3,760 

2,17,.354 

2,44,249 

21,105 

2,300 

2,67,654 


- 


8,284 


300 

8,584 

... 


— 



(j,!>20 

34,716 

13,412 

. 

408 

13,820 

5,830 

- 

560 



- 

26,994 

5,874 

8,315 

250 

14,439 

- 

3,210 

1,100 

4,316 


• 

792 

1,300 

- 

198 

1,498 

876 

• 


876 


- 

99,093 

67,3/6 

.. 

200 

67,576 

67,627 


1,500 

69,127 


14,935 

24,750 

869 

1,328 

300 

2,497 

— 

w 

— 

— 


- 

27,862 

1,903 

. 5,285 


7,188 

11,329 

1,106 

- 

12,435 


- 

- 


- 

• 

• 

- 

- 

850 

850 


654 

15,075 

1,327 

5,613 

- 

6,940 

1,415 

9,297 

- 

10,712 


39,953 

1,10,755 

81,684 

5,494 

28,193 

1,15,371 

76.502 

7,356 

11,168 

95,026 


15,253 

59,434 

7,031 

2,025 

4,470 

13,526 

15,626 

3,928 

500 

20,054 


6,30,451 

6,5 7, ,340 

2,26,180 

: 2,940 

85,009 

3,14,129 

hi:i,740 

10,521 

2,52,250 

3,76,5 1 1 


- 

60,744 

14,428 

• 

535 

14,963 

1 

- 

257 

257 


• 

1,137 




— 

— 


' — 

— 

— 


• 

1,616 





— 

— 

— 

— 



- 


1,767 


1,757 

— 

— 

— 

— 


4,63,591 

45,01,842 

22,91,578 

^,15,461 

3,42,882 

44,49,921 

25,79.194 

17,61,890 

2,08,618 

45,49,702 


3,200 

• 54,533 

6,311 

• 1,997 

9,000 

17,308 

22,229 

- 

29,700 

51,929 


• 

16,361 

800 


3,175 

3,975 

6,241 


- 

6,241 


5,679 

28,065 

20,845 

8,524 

7,676 

37,045 

8.840 

1,474 

- 

10,314 


31,689 

1,73,199 

1,26,1124 

14,600 

26,666 

1,67,378 

33,000 

5,336 

4,293 

42,629 


4,310 

3,85,437 

4,58,205 

18,089 

9,676 

4,85,970 

2,07,282 

2,464 

1,466 

2,11,212 


• 

43,641 


1,25,401 

• 

1,25,401 

- 

36,540 

- 

36,540 



4,866 


5,430 

. 

5,430 

**• 

2,805 

- 

2,805 



1,01,390 

59,154 

- 

- 

59,154 

98,229 

- 

• 

98,229 , 


m * 



- 

574 

574 

— 

— 


— 


10,431 

4,40,772 

1,36,145 < 

3,34,999 

17,380 

4,88,624 

80,648 

3,56,942 

. 3,354 

4,40,944 


- 

62,763 

,11,998 

- 

- 

1,11,998 

2,27,113 

- 

• 

2,27,113 


13,45,351 

1,10,51,688 

66,63,949 

25,81,721 

81,81,787 

1.01.27,457 

60,33,347 

23,76,381 

7,05,064 

91,14,792 


5,67,239 

36,85,597 

• 

28.22,167 

4,10,455 

• 

5,97.561 

38,30,183 

9,17,524 

1,23,215 

4.61,839 

15,02,578 


7,78,112 

73,66,091 

38,41,782 

21,71,266 

2,84,226 

62,97,274 

51,1.5,823 

22,53,166 

2,43,225 

76.12,214 


(42.) 5 S 
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^Appendix I. 


APPENDIX I. 


An account of the Value and Amount of all IMPORTS to and from 
CANTON in Vessels of (Foreign) European States, and of the United 
States of America, distinguishing those of each State. 


EXPORTS from Great Britain in Foreion Vessels to Countries within the 
Limits of tlie East India Company’s Cliarter, during eacli of tiie last Three Years. 

. • 

SPECIES OF EXPORT. 

Year 1817. 

Year 1818. 

Year 1819. 



£ 


British Woollen Manufactures, valued at 

310 

55 

26,727 

Do. Glass Manufactures 


10 

4,577 

Do. Hardwares w - 



756 

Do. Iron wrought and unwrought 

126 

190 

t-TJ 

Do. W^atches • - - - 

- 

- « 

1,842 

Do.* Lead and Shot - « - 

•m — 

2,000 

6 

Do. Other small Articles - . . 

25 

272 

550 

Total declared Value of British Goods 

461 

2,527 

54,909 

Foreign Quicksilver - - 


45,261 lbs. 

87,931 lbs. 

Do. Cocliincal - - - 

- 

8,678 lbs. 

— w 

Do. Coral Bends . - 

- 


44(> lbs. 

Do. - - in Fragments 

- 


4,949 ll)s. 

Do. Cotton Wool - - 

- 

.. 

24,964 lbs. 

Do. Other small Articles, valued at 

A ' 

.^96 

- 

il’l37 

Total Value of Foreign Mercliandize 

96 

16,591 

90,535 

Total Value of Exports - . 

557 

19,118 

65,444 

Also, 

Ouiiccft. 

Ounc**». 

Ounces, 

F^oreign Silver Coin - - 

eS6,472 

660, 148 

6!)2,689 


Note - — The particular Forts for which the (joods are destined in Shipinenls for Countries 
within the limits of the East India Co^lpany^s Charter, not||^ing exactly dciined 
in the otlicial Records of the Customs, it is not practicable to state the" Amount 
ofPNports to Canton in particular; but from the best Iidbriiiation that could be 
obtained, it is presumed that the whole of the above Goods# and 8})0cic were 
intended for that Port, and were made in Shipping of the United States of 
America. 


There have not been any Imports into Great Britain from China in Foreign 
Shippiiig of any Description. 


Honse» Lioudou 
25 ih May 1820* 


•} 


WILLIAM IRVING, 

Inspector General of the liM])orts hihI Ea])/m ts 
of ( fi'cat liritain. 
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APPENDIX K 


An account of the Value and Amount of all IMPORTS to and 
from CANTON, in Vessels of (Foreign) European States, and of 
the United States of America ; distinguishing those of each State, 
for the Year 1820. 


EXPORTS from Great Britain, in Foreign Vessels, to Countries within 

the Limits of the East India Company’s Charter, during the Year 1820. 

SI’ECIES OF EXPORT. 

* YEAR 1820. 



British Woollen Manufactures, valued at - - 

161,209 

Do. (vottoii Mamifactiircs ^ - 

11,839 

Do. ( I lass Manufactures - 

20 

Do. Iron, wrought aiul unwTought • 

2,490 

Do. Clocks and Watches - » - 

456 

Do. Rock Moss or Cudbear 

1,521 

Do. Gtlier small Articles - - ^ 

763 

7\)tal Declared Value of British Goods 

178,358 

Foreign Quicksilver . - ~ - 

23,813 lbs. 

Do. Choral Beads - - - 

57 lbs. 

Do. Coral, polished ^ - 

6 lbs. 

Do. * Steel, un wrought - - . . 

2,281 cwts. 

Do^ Other Articles valued at - 

126 

Total Value of Foreign Merchandize 

.?£’6,610 

Total Value of Goods exported 

j£l84.,968 

• • 

Ounces. 

Also Foreign Silver Coin 

i ..... .. 

344,984^% 


Mo(c. The particular Ports in India to which the above Shipments were made, are 

not exactly defined in the Olhcial Records of the Custom House*; but it is 
presumed that the whole of the preceding Goods and Specie, shipped in 
Vessels of the American States, w ere destined for the Port of Canton. 


Tlierc have not been any Imports into (jreat Britain from China in 
Foreign Shipping of any Description. 


»'u8tom House, London, 
J 5th March 1 821 


} 


WILLIAM IRVING, 

Inspector Cicneral of the Imports and Exports 
of Great Britain. 
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[Appendix L. 1 


APPENDIX L. 


No. 1. — Av ACCOUNT of the Quantities and Value of British Manufactures, &c. exported fror 

specifying septotely the Quantitie 


QUANTITIES EXPORTED. 


SPECIES OF MERCHAND^E EXPORTED. 


TEARS ENDIN':’ 5tH JANUARY 



1815. 

1816. 

1817. 

1818. 

1811). 

Apothecary Ware - - 






Apparel - - ‘ - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- • - 

Beer and Ale - - Tuns. H. G. 

2,674 1 9 

.5,511 1 ‘24 

6,821 2 16 

4,780 0 (i 

3,333 1 40 

Books, Printed • - Cwts. q. lbs. 

*,J78 1 0 

2,059 1 5 

2,495 1 4 

1,710 0 25 

2,5.35 2 23 

Brass - - - Cwts. q. lbs. 

247 3 16 

1,007 1 23 

565 0 26 

1,192 2 21 

1,035 0 10 

Cabinet and Upholstery Wares 

- • > 

1 

- - - 

- 


Carriage.s - - - Number 

45 

164 

108 

134 

152 

Coals, ^c. by Measure - Chalds. Bus. 

46 10 

203 51 

2.00 56 

670 3 

992 48 


bv Weicht - Tons. C. q. lbs. 

10 0 0 0 

• 

149 10 0 (1 

330 0 0 0 

690 0 0 (1 

Cochineal ... - lbs. 

6,128 

22,366 

*28.420 

33,158 

17,569 

Colours for Painters - - . 

• - " 

- 

. - - 

- 

- 

Copper, in Bricks and Pies - Cwts. q. lbs. 

4,773 1 10 

1,700 1 7 

1,811 3 10 

1,473 0 11 

2,452 1 27 


— in Sheets and Nails - Cwts. q. lbs. 

2,295 1 12 1 

5,868 3 13 

14,229 0 2J . 

20,299 3 4 

, ' 12 , 88:1 (1 21 


— Wrought - - Cwts. q. lbs. 

460 0 26 i 

3,166 2 27 

529 0 8 

2,597 0 25 

l,S72 0 17 

Cordajjc - - - Cwts. q. lbs. 

616 0 1!) 

6,067 2 18 

9,820 3 23 

k4,005 1 27 

8,462 2 13 


f Calicoes, &c. White or Plain - Yards 

81,t76 

237,961 

252,560 

938,680 

2,271,314 


Printed, Chequer- 




• 


.2 

ed, &c. - - - Yards 

426,617 

797,156 

968.903 

2,782,670 

4,159,878 


Muslins, &c. White or Plain - Yards 

130,770 

246,694 

462,05 1 

1,. 029, 344 

2,343,1167 

di 

Printed, Chequer- 






£ 

ed, &c - - - Yards 

7,205 

16,755 

12,724 

5,712 

9,940 


Tustiaiis, Velvets, &c. - Yards 

4,396 

4,529 

7,694 

59,725 

56,047 

^ A 

Cotton and Linen mixed - Yards 

• - . 

2,680 

.000 

- 

1,800 

5 

53 

Countcrj^ane.s and Bed Quilts Number 

1 

33 

30 

559 

78 


Lace and I’atenl Net - Yards 

56,224 

. 16,382 

14.744 

vS0,674 

41,313 

c 

Cotton for Stitching and Sewing lbs. wt. 

865 

850 

1,718 

4,208 

12,455 

c 

Ho.sierv, viz. Stockings - Dozen, pr. 

3,931 .5 

4,361 8 

7,018 4 

11,309 6 

16,420 0 

u 







1 

L Tapes and Small Wares 

^ m m 

• • . 

. 

- - - 

« - . 

Cotton Twist and Yarn - - lbs. wt. 

8 

- 

9400 

2,701 

1,817 

Earthenware of all Sorts - - Pieces 

i 809,918 

880,574 

2,233,956 

4,094,163 

3’,222,022 

Glass - • - - 

- - • 

- - - 

• - , 

• 

... 

Guns and Pistols - - Number 

340 

390 

5,916 

5,769 

4,523 

Haberdasliery and Millinery 

• - - 

- * « 

- 

- 

- • ^ 

Hardwares and Cutlery - - - 

- 



- 

> 

Hats of all Sorts - Dozen. No. 

3,455 1 1 

3,279 5 

3,300 1 1 

5,031 8 

4,062 0 

Iron, 

in Bars - - Tons. C. q. lbs. 

2,414 8 2 0 

5,077 12 0 12 

6,821 2 1 18 

7,308 0 2 27 

7,802 4 1 i 


Bolt and Rod - Tons. C. q. lbs. 

404 10 0 25 

491 0 2 24 

525 0 2 15 

602 2 1 0 

811 6 0 1 


Cast aud Wrought - Cwts. q. lbs. 

20,260 2 7 

46,169 1 13 

46,495 3 26 

90,340 1 9 

77,804 1 1] 

Lacc and Thread, of Gold and Silver lbs. oiu 

14 

i5,080 12 . 

1,531 0 

1,867 3 

2,178 0 

Lead and' Shot - - Tons. C. 

121 0 1 14 

596 2 1 26 

2,412 16 3 10 

4,315 7 1 3 

3,509 19 1 2J 

Leather aud Sadlcry - r- - 
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APPENDIX L. 


Great Biitain to all Parts of India by tlic Free Traders, during each of the last Six Years ; 
of Woollens and Cottons. 



DECLARED VALUE THEREOF. 


YEAUS ENDING 5TII JANUARY 


7 1 
\2 0 


‘19,5S7 12 
21,022 IJ 
2,^181 () 


2,729 12 
2 

19S II 
10 0 


1810. 




i0.94C 11 10 
14,937 10 11 

117,057 7 10 
:\HA29 19 2 
8,842 11 4 

5,533 0 8 
15,565 13 0 
601 0 0 


s. d, 
14,908 1 0 

22,929 16 9 

137,781 2 10 
47,851 8 0 

6,764 6 0 

8,426 16 0 
12,939 18 0 
480 0 0 
99 16 6 


£ .V. d. 

!• 18,571 10 10 
25,884 4 6 

111,187 14 6 
46,357 1 6 
11,735 II 4 



14.626 14 
18,430 15 
1,198 19 
191 15 


£ s. d. 
22,006 13 0 
36,452 8 0 

79,491 14 3 
47,265 i 0 
9,937 3 1 


18,409 8 
18,823 10 
1,799 17 
387 15 


18^20, 


7,788 19 0 
30,480 19 0 

40,252 16 6 
40,814 9 0 
5,318 0 0 


0,502 0 
12,85b K 
531 1 

20 8 


6,434 

14 

0 

23,484 

1 

0 

29.840 

13 

0 

34,815, 

18 

0 

18,417 

9 

0 

1 13,722 

9 

0 

9,326 

1 

0 

19,756 

17 

1 

30,668 

7 

6 

37,730 

3 

9 

40,874 

11 

0 

1 13,549 

10 

0 

31,027 

0 

0 

9,756 

0 

0 

7,924 

0 

2 

7,166 

0 

0 

1 4,555 

18 

10 

j 13,823 

1 

/ 

15,642 

18 

0 

38,621 

19 

8 

77,656 

19 

4 

1 15,543 

19 

J 

203,178 

19 

1 

! 5 ,2u2 

0 

0 

3.282 

5 

0 

23,252 

2 

H 

3,318 

3 

0 

13,063 

12 

0 

11,451 

9 

4 

! 17,67.^ 

I j 

6 

2,468 

0 

0 

19,740 

4 

6 

20,327 

7 

5 

34,066 

7 

9 

23,238 

13 

9 

I,2> 1 

1 5 

0 

10,997 

13 

5 

27,348 

7 

0 

23,439 

2 

10 

68,024 

19 

11 

161,705 

5 

b 

106,419 

10 

2 

42,411 

[) 

0 

66,922 

19 

0 

69,858 

0 

2 

192.733 

0 

1 

286,764 

14 

0 

232,;:s:i 

12 

4 

19,476 

9 

4 

’29/J03 

14 

10 

47,388 

8 

5 

127, M5 

0 

1 

211,927 

15 

9 

11 2.869 

10 

11 

893 

15 

0 

1,618 

16 

0 

1,483 

13 

0 

959 

1 

0 

949 

0 

0 

86 

0 

(1 

883 

12 

9 

605 

6 

0 

900 

4 

9 

4,603 

0 

10 

4,463 

7 

4 

1,099 

19 

1(1 



. 

148 

0 

0 

46 

0 

0 

- 


- 

105 

0 

0 

49 

0 

0 

- 5 

0 

0 

46 

13 

0 

32 

0 

0 

1,066 

8 

6 

92 

0 

0 

122 

0 

0 

6,052 

17 

0 

1,945 

4 

0 

2,475 

18 

4 

4,248 

4 

0 

3,998 

- 5 

0 

1,092 

(1 

0 

395 

13 

6 

199 

0 

0 

•117 

2 

4 

1,103 

16 

3 

3,928 

0 

0 

US 

5 

0 

7,984 

4 

(i 

8,151 

14 

0 

12,319 

10 

6 

17,702 

1 

6 

22,619 

17 

6 

5,898 

5 

0 

1,894 

17 

6 

426 

0 

0 

1,482 

0 

0 

4,288 

15 

(i 

3,173 

19 

0 

191 

0 

0 

.703 

1 

0 

147 

3 

10 

315 

0 

0 

604 

7 

0 

8)1] 

0 

0 

126 

11 

0 

7 

0 

0 

# - 


- 

150 

0 

0 

504 

16 

9 i 

111 

0 

0 

108 

0 

0 

10,299 

1 

6 

11,748 

10 

0 

38,327 

12 

0 

77,261 

1 

0 

57,439 

11 

<} 

“ i 

10, .3)0 

17 

6 

(;5,46() 

o 

•j 

109,912 

16 

11 

195,910 

9 

4 

300,089 

19 

3 

227,533 

I 

7 

75,017 

(0 

(1 

2,448 

10 

0 

3,354 

9 

0 

9,387 

9 

0 

12,447 

9 

0 

15,105 

10 

0 

9,171 

IS 

0 

16,717 

4 

0 

42,166 

9 

11 

53,383 

8 

1 

80,911 

11 

8 

64,271 

13 

i; 

15 753 

11 

0 

15,163 

0 

0 

18,676 

11 

9 

23,221 

9 

1 

55,316 

0 

11 

67,8 1.3 

IS 

0 

19,687 

10 

(1 

10,341 

9 

0 

16,963 

13 

9 

27,405 

13 

3 

39,514 

« 

19 

0 

35,156 

3 

1 

6, (3)5 

,3 

0 

45.879 

10 

0 

87,281 

3 

4 

96,448 

9 

{)* 

S 1,938 

12 

4 

108,177 

12 

6 1 

'•'2,096 

14 

o 

5,661 

15 

0 

7,048 

14 

0 

5,544 

0 

0 

(i,52'3 

10 

0 

10,656 

0 

0 : 

i 1 > 

!l 

0 

26,038 

6 

0 

62,118 

9 

6 

69,905 

10 

6 

I2:.M97 

12 

7 

96,981 

13 

- 

•-!), 1 1 



3,396 

0 

0 

14,812 

o 

0 

10,442 

10 

6 

12,838 

16 

(i 

14,808 

IS 

0 

7,165 

0 


3,165 

11 

0 

14,986 

f) 

0 

45,395 

4 


85,K9.i 

17 

6 

87,499 

12 

0 

I 1,102 

i) 

0 

18.123 

7 

0 

34.219 


3 

45,172 

7 

6' 

.99,,3[1 

17 

0 

46,737 

8 

•i 

27,466 14 

6 
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[Appendix L. 1. 


No. 1 .— Ak account of British Mrkufacturbs exported 


I SPECIES OF MERCHANDIZE EXPORTED. 


Linen Manufactures 


Military Stores, not otherwise described 
Musical Instruments 


Ordnance of Brass and Iron Tons. c. q. lbs. 


Plate, Plated Ware, Jewellery, and Watches 
Provisions - - - - - 


Quicksilver 

Silk Manufactures 
Soap and Candles 
Spirits, British 
Foreign 


lbs. 


- Cwts. q. lbs. 

- Gallons 

- - Gallons 

- Cwts. q. lbs. 

- Cwts. q. lbs. 

- Number 

- Cwts. q. lbs. 
Tin and Pewter Wares, and Tin Plates 

3 Wines - - - Tuns. H, G. 


Stationery 
Steel, unwrought 
Sugar, refined 
Swords 

Tin, unwrought 


/ 


fCloths - - . Pieces 

Coatings, Duffels, &c. - Pieces 

Kerseymere - - Pieces 

Baizes - • - Pieces 

Stufl&, viz. Cainblet, Serges, &c. Pieces 
Flannel - - - Yards 

Blankets and Blanketing - '! 

('arpets and Carpeting - ^ 


Kugs and Coverlids 
Hosier)^ viz. Stockings 
— " of all other Sorts 


Doz. pr, 


.Tapes and small Wares 
All other Articles 


QUANTITIES EXPORTED. 


Y£AR8 ENDING 5th JANUARY 


1815. 

1816. 

1817. 

1818. 

1819 . 

. 

. 

108 0 0 0 

10 18 0 0 

55 13 0 0 

. - - 

16,302 

• 

113,815 

283,708 

383,897 

943,835 

276 0 7 

241 2 23 

133 3 27 

558 1 22 

410 3 7 

5,033 

6,981 

3,860 

3,430 

3 . 6 15 A 

193,195 

151,755 

109,206 

108,551 

148,517 

... 

• • . 

- 

- - 

- - - 

2,391 0 10 

3,773 2 0 

3,178 0 0 

2,480 0 0 

26,829 0 23 

134 1 21 

616 1 0 

406 3 23 

427 2 12 i 

347 3 25 

34 

109 

297 

405 1 

1,464 

3 0 0 

3 0 0 

30 0 0 

• - - 

- 

^ m - 


... 

- 

• ** " 

1,342 2 21 

825 0 56 

971 3 30 

737 0 25 

799 0 15 

450 

1,929 

1.483 

4,863 

8,741 

... 

17 

166 

63 

397 

169 

156 

132 

561 

927 

27 

51 

274 

328 

827 

310 

996 

944 

1,902 

4,692 

24,062 

4,050 

36,353 

45,559 

99,304 

171,374 

3,505 

8,674 

31,646 

15,21 1 

4.617 

5,966 

9,879 

8,117 

6,220 

820 

138 

2.682 

2,397 

),.546 

- « - 

- « , 

- 

40 

104 

89 0 

231 6 

545 0 

1,052 6 

379 0 

- 

. 


- 

- ^ - 


Total Value of Merchandize exported from Great Britain to India by the Free Traderji 


The Registered Tonnage of Shipping that cleared outwards from Great Britain to*l [ 
India, with Cargoes by Free Traders, was as follows, viz. - - - J | 


Custom House, London, 
26th June 1820. 
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from Great Britain to 1ndia» by the Free Traders — continued. 


DECLARED VALUE THEREOF. 



— — „i.i — — 

YEARS ENDING 5th JANUARY. 

1820. 

1815. 

181G. 

1817. 

■■ 




£ 

s. 

(/. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

5. 

rf. 

£ 

5. 


£ 

.s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

rf. 

- 

6,206* 

14 

3 

19,215 

14 

6 

16,148 

1 

9 

25,670 

11 

f 

25,481 

7 

8 

13,081 

17 

10 

- - - 

847 

6 

0 

414 

5 

0 

911 

0 

0 

1.293 

0 

0 

2,639 

8 

0 

3,210 

2 

0 

. 

10,318 

13 

0 

10,449 

18 

4 

13,1!>2 

11 

0 

18,144 

0 

0 

11, .374 

6 

0 

11,9.02 

3 

0 

. 

- 


- 

- 


- 

480 

0 

0 

168 

0 

0 

459 

0 

0 

— 


- • - 

13,498 

0 

3 

27,558 

13 

0 

4.3,020 

1 

8 

76.451 

11 

6 

68,245 

1 

6 

46,3.02 

19 

6 

- 

27,17.3 

17 

4 

45,559 

11 

7 

41,640 

10 

5 

33,407 

16 

2 

30,275 

8 

0 

12,414 

8 

0 

531,93'» 

2,852 

10 

0 

19,917 

17 

r> 

49,648 

15 

0 

• 67,181 

10 

0 

16.0,171 

2 

6 

93,089 

6 

6 

• - - 

18,079 

o 

0 

25,957 

9 

3 

25,920 

12 

10 

47,446 

1 

5 

27,261 

13 

8 

6,220 

2 

G 

fiZO 0 2(1 

1,501 

19 

0 

i,4;t7 

5 

6 

881 

12 

0 

2,668 

3 

0 

2,397 

10 

0 

2,743 

6 

0 

1,HH9 


15 

0 

4,120 

14 

0 

2,863 

16 

6 

2,815 

19 

0 

2,851 

15 

0 

1,‘106 

5 

6 


■lo.dofi 

2 

6 

29,222 

1 

6 

20,610 

12 

0 

20,499 

14 

0 

36,047 

13 

8 

48,9.i(> 

17 

5 

. 

1 1,171 

8 

.3 

28,385 

11 

9 

42,376 

16 

2 

48,564 

10 

0 

39,241 

5 

0 

9,763 

11 

6 

0 0 

3,488 

10 

0 

G,788 

7 

0 

.'■>,41.3 

12 

0 

4,524 

0 

0 

30,201 

17 

2 

19,209 

0 

0 

mi 1 4 

HOd 

12 

6 

3,081 

5 

0 

1,557 

11 

3 

1,563 

12 

9 

1,297 

7 

0 

975 

6 

7 

2'M 

172 

0 

0 

304 

5 

0 

335 

0 

0 

779 

5 

0 

1,923 

10 

0 

728 

15 

0 

«... 

22 

10 

0 

22 

16 

0 

90 

0 

0 

■ 







_ 


- 

.3,07.5 

0 

3 

5,395 

4 

4 

18.381 

17 

6 

34,397 

4 

2 

26,693 

2 

6 

6,453 

0 

0 

CM 2 r>; 

93,980 

14 

6 

57,765 

14 

5 

68,030 

14 

7 

51,597 

5 

8 

:>5,934 

3 

4 

48,070 

16 

7 

7,520^ 

8,398 

6 

0 

33,340 

7 

10 

23,555 

5 

6 

61,191 

17 

1 

95,333 

13 

8 

^4,724 

4 

0 

- 

- 


- 

142 

19 

11 

903 

0 

0 

121 

8 

0 

1,863 

0 

0 

— 

— 


92 

1.778 

10 

0 

2,420 

14 

0 

1,484 

0 

0 

4,725 

7 

0 

6.587 

4 

6 

861 

0 

0 

4 

252 

10 

0 

591 

6 

4 

1,097 

8 

0 

1.718 

0 

0 

4,433 

0 

0 

20 

0 

0 

.^>,200 

974 

0 

0 

, 2,730 

1 

0 

3,188 

11 

4 

6,254 

8 

6 

13,037 

18 

6 

17.590 

U) 

0 

.35,901 

3,283 

11 

0 

4,079 

9 

4 

5,968 

15 

0 

10,808 

1 

6 

16.791 

4 

0 

3,2(i0 

8 

0 

10,S14 

854 

0 

0 

690 

5 

0 

1,161 

10 

0 

3,853 

t) 

0 

2,419 

0 

0 

1,468 

0 

0 

8,5.35 

1,111 

0 

0 

2,113 

1 

0 

2,312 

2 

0 

2,067 

19 

0 

1,398 

0 

0 

1,683 

10 

0 

1,231 

179 

15 

0 

38 

18 

0 

622 

9 

4 

531 

7 

6 

267 

0 

0 

275 

10 

0 

17 

- 


- 

- 


. 

. 


- 

26 

0 

0 

25 

0 

0 

‘^2 

0 

0 

2,3 0 

151 

7 

0 

423 

0 

0 

905 

6 

0 

1,483 

5 

0 

521 

5 

0 

.39 

0 

0 

... 

778 

7 

0 

2,331 

0 

0 

1,657 

10 

0 

3,147 

2 

0 

4.813 

10 

0 

1,188 

1 

0 


2,451 

10 

0 

5,859 

11 

8 

4,859 

6 

0 

7,078 

14 

0 

6,337 

5 

0 

2,398 

9 

6 


136,785 

11 

8 

207,095 

0 

3 

1 

260,404 

\ 

9 

1 

319,725 

7 

1 

291,566 

15 

3 

1 173,690 

14 

0 

- £ 

870,177 

8 

9 

1,4.54,728 

7 

9 

1,808,396 

14 

3 

2,708,024 

10 

4 

3.052,741 

1 

3 

1 

' 1,650,338 

1 

5 

5 


YEARS ENDING 5th JANUARY. 



1815. 

1816. 

1817. 

1818. 

1819. 

1820. 


Tonnage. 

Tonnage. 

Tonnage. 

Tonnage. 

Tonnage. 

Tonnage. 


6,285 

33,160 

• 

.08,694 

83,050 

. 78,415 

36,269 


! 



• 




WILLIAM IRVING, 

Inspector General of tlie Imports and Exports 
of Great Britain. 
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No- 2 . 

An account of the Value and Quantity of the Cargoes imported into Canton 
on the Tonnage employed annually in the Country Trade between the different 
Ports of British India and Canton, specifying particularly the Quantities and 
Value of Raw Cotton and Opium. 


Itt the Year ItilAlS imported in 


13 Country Ships, from Bomba} . 
24 Do. - Bengal. 

1 Do. - Penang, 

1 Ship from New South Wales. 


Total • 39 


Cotton (Bombay) 

- 

Bales 

59,250 - 



Bales 

91,3S3 

150,633 

Opium (Patna and Benares) 

- 

Chests 

4S5 

Tin (Banca) 

- 

Peculs 

6,068 

Pepper 

- 

— . 

20,560 

Rattans 

- 

— 

6,184 

!irtltel Nut - 

- 

— 

11,340 

Putchiick 

- 

— 

2.046 

Shark Fins 

- 

— 

3,121 

Fish Maws 

- 

— 

1,296 

Myrrh 

- 

— 

73 

Olibanum 

- 


1,974 

Black Wood 

- 

— 

3,977 

Sandal Wood 



2,945 

Ivory 



369 

Saltpetre 

- 

— 

7,892 

Pearls and Cornelians 


- 


Quicksilver 

- 

Peculs 

631 

Lead 

- 

— 

3,795 

Nail Iron 

- 

— 

1,913 

Prussian Blue 

- 

— 

179 

Smalts 

- 

— 

135 


Simtirv Articles, of which it is impossible to obtain Accounts 


V^alue, Dollars 2,89 6,600 
— 3,4:»0,000 


Dollars 6,34 6,(>00 


— 611,100 

_ 127,400 

— 359,800 

— 21,600 

— 39,700 

— 51,200 

— 93,600 

— 90.700 

— 2,200 

— 29,600 

— 19,S()0 

— 47,100 

— 27,6(fO 

— 67.000 

Estimated — 300,000 

— ' 7h,900 

— 26,500 

— 10,500 

— 22,300 

— 10,100 

— 150,000 


'lotul Value imported into Canton - Dollars 8, .533, 600 


Note , — In Addition to the above there were also imported into Macao, 1,950 Chests of Bengal Opium of 
the Value of 2,340,000 Dollars, and 4,800 Bales of Bombay and Bengal Cotton, of the Value 
of 208,000 Dollars, which, together with the above Importation into the Port of Canton, makes 
the total IrnporUtion into the Ports of China from British India, in the Year 1817-18 
Dollars 11,081,600. 
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No. 2. — An account of the Value and Quantities of the Cargoes imported into Canton — continued. 


In the Year 1818-19 imported in - - 22 Country Ships from Bengal. 

12 - Do. Bombay. 

1 Ship from New South Wales. 

Total - - 35 


Cotton (Bengal) 


Pcculs 

171,400 



- 

Value, Dollars 

2,951,871 

(Bombay) 

- 

— 

l.'>2,442 

- 


- 

- 

2,583,045 



Peculi 

323,842 




Dollars 

5,534,916 

Opium (Patna and Benares) 

'Tin (Banca) 


Chests 

1,358 





1,358,000 

- 

Peculs 

9,902 


- 

. 

— • 

188,138 

Pepper 

- 

— 

12,131 

- 


- 


194.096 

Rattans 

- 

— 

10,870 


- 

- 

— 

48,915 

Betel Nut - * 

- 

— 

39,196 

- 


- 

. — 

117.588 

Put chuck 

- 

— 

2.371 


- 


— 

61,646 

Sliark’s Fins 

- 

— 

3,576 

- 



— 

114,432 

Fi>h Maws 

- 

— 

890 


. 

- 

— 

51,620 

Myrrh _ - . 

- 

— 

65 




— 

1,735 

Alilianiim 

- 

— 

1,435 


. 

- 

— 

4,305 

Black Wood 

- 

— 

3,068 

, - 


- 

— 

12,272 

Sandal Wood 

- 

— 

4,500 


- 

- 

— 

67,500 

Ivorv 

- 

— 

572 

- 



— 

32,604 

Saltpetre 


— 

2,642 


- 

- 

^ - — 

17,173 

PearK and Cornelians 

- 

- 

- 

«• 


- Estimated - — 

120,000 

Quicksilver 

- 

J*eculs 

1,363 


- 


— 

102,225 

Lead 

- 

— 

.3,606 

- 


- 

— 

19,833 

Iron - . - 


— 

6.344 


- 

- 

— 

28,548 

Prussian Blue 

- 

— . 

65 



- 

— 

5,200 

Smalts _ _ - 

• 

— 

305 


- 

- 

* — 

18,300^ 

Cutch - - 

- 

— 

3,957 



- 

— 

31,656w 

( c'ral (unwrought) 

- 

— 

32 


- 

- 

— 

19,200 

( (x'liineal 

- 

— 

58 

- 


- 

— 

40,600 

Window (ilass 

- 

* 

97 


- 

- 

— 

3,000 

Stick Lac 

- 

— 

50 

- 



— 

500 

(lint's - - ^ 

- 

— 

1,199 


- 

- 

— 

107,910 

Nutmegs - - - 


— 

130 



- 

— 

19,500 

ISlace - - - ' 

- 

Hds. 

33 


- 

- 

— 

11,880 

Steel 

- 

Peculs 

1,0)3 

- 



— 

6,000 

Flints « 


— 

42,245 


- 

- 

- — 

21,122 

Indian Piece (ioods 

- 

Pieces 

7,262 

- 


- 

— 

72,620 

Birds NesU 

- 

Peculs 

47 


- 

- 

— 

1,200 

Camphor 

- 

— 

2 

- 


- 

— 

38 

Chintz (fine and coarse) 

- 

Pieces 

12.381 



Estimated Value — 

100,000 

Cotton flandkerchiefs (coarse) 


Number 65,720* 


- 

- 

— 

10,000 

Ivstiniated Value of Goods of which 

no Account can 

be obtained 

- 

— 

170,000 


Total Value imported into Canton • - Dollars 8,714,272 


— Tn Addition to the above, there were also imported into Macao, 3,620 Chests of Bengal and Malwah 
Opium, of the Value of .3,0.'i5,000 Dollars, and 12,000 Bales of Bengal and Bombay Cotton, of the Value of 
250,000 Dollars, which, together with the above Importation into the Fort of Canton, makes the total Importation 
into the Torts of China from British India, in the Year 1818-1 9 - Dollars 11,999,272. 

Metnorandum , — ^The Records of the Company’s Factory in China d(’ not afford the Materials for similar 
Statements with the above, previous to the Year 1 SI 7-18. 


East India House, ^ 
the 27th June 1820.® f 


,IOS. THOMTSOX, 
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No. 3 .— An account of iJie Quantity of British MANUFACTtRES annually imported 

specifying particularly the Quantities 




1809-10. 

1810-11. 

1811-12. 

1812-13. 

Broad Cloths 


Cloths 7,888^ 

Cloths 5,910 

Cloths 6,466 

Cloths 

6.450^ 

Long Ells 

- 

Pieces 220.400 

Pieces 1200,2-40 

Pieces 200.000 

Piece.s 

200,620 

Superior Long Ells 

- 

— 7,900 

— 7,920 

— 10,300 

— 

100,000 

Embossed Do. 

- 

^ 560 

— 600 

— 600 

— 

600 

Worleys - , - 

- 

— 3.560 

— 3,460 

• — 3,100 

— 

3,040 

Caniblets 

- 

— 21.770 

— 18,750 

— 22,340 

— 

22,020 

t)ouble Colours 

- 

6 

— 

— 

- 

— 

Moscow Cloths 

- 

12 

— 

— 

- 

— 

Templars 

- 

— 10 


• 

- 

— 

Striped Duroys 

- 

- 

— 50 

— 

- 

— 

Bigured Do. 

- 

- 

— 41 

— 

- 

— 

Vigonia Cloth 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Marino Robe Cloths 

- 

- 

. 


- 

- 

Seraglio Rattens 

_ 

— ]."» 


— 

- 

— 

Shags - - - * 

• 

— 20 

— 

— 

- 

— 

Vigonia Shags 

' - 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

Colchester Baize 

- 


- 

_ 

- 

- 

Long Wool Baize 

- 1 

1 


- 

- 

- 

- 

Flann^ - - - 


- 

- 

- 

— 

51 

Broad Flannels 

- 

- 

lOd 


- 

- 

Yard wide Do. . 

- 

*• 

^ 20 

— 

- 

— 

Salisbury Do. 


- 

- 

- 



Total Woollens 

’ i 

Pieces 262.174 

Pieces 237,103 

Pieces 212,806 

Pirces 

242.784 

Printed Cottons 


_ 

- 

- 

Pieces 

5.510 

Window Glass 

- 

- 

Che.sts 50 

— 

- 

— 

Ironmongery - _ . 

- 

- 


- 

‘ 

- 

Iron Rivets 

- 


. 

- 

-• 

- 

Nails - - 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Medicines 

- 

1 

Case i 

Cas<?s 6 

Cases 

4 

Red Lead 

- 

' ! 

C. 100 

C. 194 

- 

— 

White Lead 

1 

- 


. ' - 

- 

- 

Grain Tin 

- 

- 

• ! 


- 

- 

Lead - « - 

- 

Tons 1.600 

Tons 2,121 

Tons 1,200 1 

Tons 

1,250 

Tin _ - - 

- 

— 800 

— 378 

— 30 1 

— 

348 

Copper > - - 

- 


— 20 

— 9 

- 

— 

British Iron 

- 

r 

— 50 ! 

— 200 

— 

408 


Memorandum , — The Order from the House of Lords required the Quantities of Tiritish Manufactures exported into 

as respects the Imports by the Company’s Officer^. The Impoitation by 


East India Hoiiscj 
23d June 1820. 


Errors excepted. 
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by the East India Company into the Port df Canton, for the last Ten Years respectively; 
of Woollens and Cottons imported. 



1813-14. 

1814-15. 

181.5-16. 

1816-17. 

1817-18. 

1818-19. 


Cloths 

7,629 

Cloths 8,592 

Cloths 8,181 

Cloths 11,631 

Cloths 9,111 

Cloths 7,377 


Pieces 

209,980 

Pioecs 179,520 

Pieces 128,320 

Pieces 130,660 

Pieces 103,400 

Pieces 118,540 


— 

9,980 

— 11,780 

— 6/220 

— 10,780 

— 

— 


— 

600 

— 800 

— 800 

— 1,400 

— 1.000 

— 1,200 


— 

4,060 

— 3,940 

— 3,360 

— 6,000 

— 6,000 

— 4,000 


— 

23,010 

— 20,000 

— 14,590 

— 13,890 

— 14,250 

— 12,000 



— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 


— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 


- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• 

— 


- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 


- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 


— 

11 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 


> 

- 


— 72 

— 

— 

— 


- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 


- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 


- 

- 

- 

— 2:) 

— 

— 

— 


— 

:is(i 

— 

— 

— 


— 


— 

loo 

— 

' — 

— 

— 

— 


— 

2,470 

— 

— , 

— 

— 



- 

- 

- 

- 

— 1,440 

• 

— 



— 

I — 

— 

— 

— 


- 

- 

- 

. 

- 

- 

— 1,600 


Pieces 

2.'i8.220 

Pieees 224,632 

Pieces 161,S68 

Pieces 175,801 

Pieces 133,761 

Pieees 144,717 


— 

6,:hS8 

— 

— 

• 

— 

— 


- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 


Cases 

- 

Oases - 2.') 

(^ases - 2 

— 

— 

— 


lbs. 

20,160 


— 

— 

— 

— 


— 

16,024 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 


Casc.> 


Cases - 4 

Cases - 5 

Cases - 2 

Ctases - 4 

Cases - 2 


- 


— 

— 

— 

— 

— 


C. 

40 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 


lbs. 

. 8,960 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 


Tons 

iriO 

Tons - 250 

Tons - 850 

Tons - 1,200 

Tons - 800 

Tons - 530 



777 

— 619 

— 471 

— 349 

-- 461 

— 



— 

— 

— 

— 

I • ........MM. 

* 


’ — 

1,181 

— 1,539 

— 670 

— 664 

— 300 

491 


Canton, b(>th by tbe East India Company and tlicir OfliccrR, but it has not been practicable to iurnish such an Account 
the East India Company is therefore alone e;iven in this Accouiu. 

( IIA^ CARTWRIGHT , 

Acc* General. 
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^Appendix L.4, 


No. 4 . — An account of the QuANTixy and Valuk of all Manufactures 

to China, in the 



1810-11. 

1811-12. 

1812-13. 

1813-14. ' 



Quantities. 

Amount. 

Quantities. 

Amount. 

Quantities. 

Amount. 

Quantities. 

Amount. 




i£ 


£ 


£ 


£ 


Copper - - Tons 

9 

1.400 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 


Iron - - - — 

200 

8,911 

450 

11,912 

1,141 

19,982 

1,539 

26,466 


Lead - - - — 

1,200 

3f),402 

1,250 

31,057 


— 

250 

7,249 


Tin - - - — 

M) 

2,246 

349 

27.172 

781 

02,519 

620 

49,500 


Callicoes and Cottons 

— 

5,105 



9,385 



5,61 6 



35,191 


Apparel - _ - 

— 

3,456 

— 

4,169 

— 

7,120 

— 

3,169 


A]>oThcL*eariej» Stores 

— 

771 

— 

866 

— 

600 

— 

173 


Anchors - . _ 

— 

160 

— 

110 

— 

— 



— 


Beer - - 

— 

2,635 



1,818 

— 

1,186 


1,274 


Bine ... 

— 

2,40S 

— 

5,983 


4,809 

— 

12,435 


Books, Stationery and Charts 

— 

2,121 

— 

2,023 

— 

860 

— 

1,522 


Brass Wire - - - 



— 







— 



188 


Bronze and Plaster Figures, and Sta- 1 
tnarv - - - J 

— 

— 

— 

44 

— 

— 

- 



Cutlery, Tin Wares and Tin Plates, ) 
and Steel - - - I 

— 

1,772 

— 

3,006 

— 

2,312 

— 

3,017 


Cloth Cur tings ... 



l,90(t 



2,400 



2,400 



1,862 


Confectionary and Cordials 



427 



583 



285 


276 


Clocks, and Clock-work 


985 


461 


194 



617 


Coj)])er Sheets, Nails and Wire 

— 

1,721 

— 

2,-139 


— 



20 


Cut bear 







400 



120 


Store.s and Provisions for the Supra- 1 


2,599 


1,050 


2,195 


2,650 


cargoes - - - j 







Carriages and (k)ach Furniture 

— 

— 

— 

25 

— 

— 

— 

138 


Fire Engine^ - - . - 

— 

200 



225 



— 



100 


Fowling Pieces, Pi.stols, and Swords - 



— 



34 



40 , 





Glass and Flartheriware 



5,292 


4,180 



4,120 


6,710 


Jewellery - . - 





■■ 






20 


.Lead and Lead Shot 

— 

802 



569 

■ ■ ^ 

978 



717 


Linens 



762 

i 

130 



1*27 i 



352 


Musical Instruments 



125 



103 







394 
, 252 


Mathematical Instruments 

— 

940 


770 



192 ! 




Oilman's Stores - _ » 

— 

710 

— 

1,048 

— 

187 



' 214 


Perfumery - - 

— i 

633 



1,126 

— 

629 , 



' 1,432 


Pictures - . - 

— 

10 



243 



65 



>i9 


Plate and plated M'are 

— 

852 



312 



613 



276 

6!) 


Playing ikivih ~ - - 

— 

115 



208 

j 

67 




Plate Glass - - 

— 

102 

f 

370 



826 



i,5S5 


Skins - - - - 

— 

1,873 

— 

4,231 



2,568 



1,140 


Sail Clf th - 


727 

— 

1,284 

— 

150 

— 

480 


Sadlery - - - - 


268 

— 

689 


165 


183 


Upholstery, Cabinet arc,, and I’ur- ( 
nerv - * . - f 


1,434 

— 

2,665 

— 

589 

— 

2,720 


Wiae Bottles and !*ackagcs 

— 

1,396 



1,110 

• 

i)70 



879 


Watches and Materials 

— 

•2,582 


1,981 



2,000 





Cordage _ . 

— 

363 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 




— 

9:t,20.» 

— 

120,380 

— 

125,130 

— 

163,209 



The Qiiiintiiies of tlic Exports by the East ludi,. t ('ui|iauy are alone yivcii in this Account, as no Account whatever 


East India House, ) 
'23d June 1820. X 




is kept of tbe Quantities of the Ei|)ort8 made by the Otficers of the Company’s Ships on their own Account. 


Errors c.xcepted. 

CHARLES CARTWRIGHT, 

^ ^ccounuiit (K’lu ni 


( 42 .) 
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[Appendix 'L. 5 . 


No. 


An account of the Quantity of Tonnage annually einj)loyed by the 
Americans in their Trade with the Port of Canton, for each of the Four 
following Years; also, a Statement of the Value and Amount of the Bullion 
and Cargoes imported by them in each Year of the same Period ; and also, 
an Account of the Quantity and Value of Teas exported by the Americans 
in each Year of the same Period, specifying the Quantity exported by them 
direct for the United States, and that shipped direct for Europe. 


• 

Tonnage 

annually 

» Amount of Bullion and Cargoes imported 
by the Americans. 

Teas i X}u>rted 

Value of the 

Quantity of T 
the Am 

ea exportcvl by 
cric.ms. 

Seasons. 

employed 
by the 
Americans. 

No. l>()llar.. 

Mt-rclrindiie. 
Value Dc’Uars. 

'Total Valtif 
and Amount. 

by the 
Americans. 
i^ound.sWeij^ht. 

^ame. 

Dollars. 

J'or Europe. 
Pourul!>\Veij{ht. 

n 

1815-16 

Tons 

10,208 

1,922,000 

005,500 

2,527,500 

7,245,290 

NoValiii* staled 

2,731,010 

1,514,280 

1816-17 

13,096 

4,545,000 

1,064,600 

5,000,600 

8,954,100 

Ditto. 

2,S,')(l,00() 

6,0/4,100 

1817-18 

14,325 

5,001,000 

1,475,82h 

7,076,828 

9,622,130 

3,290,439 

2,086,245 

7,535,885 

1818-19 

16,022 

7,414,000 

2,60;{,15l 

10,017,151 

i 1,988,649 

3,47»7,256 

3,10;i,65l 

S,8H1,9!»8 


Memorandum, — The Reasons in China generally cominem.'e in Sej)l ember, and end in the following 
March. The Accounts of the American Trade arc not rendered in a Form to admit of disiin- 
gui.shing the Imports tf» any particular Period in each Year ; therefore the above Statements 
could n(Jl be made up to the Period of J>eceriiber in each Year, as required by the Order of 
the House of Lords of the 7th In.stant. 

Only Four Years, out of the Five required by tlie above-mentioned Order, could be fur- 
nished ; the Statements received from China, of the American Trade, including the Years 1813-11 
and 1814-15 in one Sum. 

The SUtements of the American Trade for 1815-16 to 18 17-18 were received from the Supra- 
Cargoes in China ; that for 1818-19 was received through a private Chaimel. The Statemenls for 
1818-19 docs not distinguish the Quantity of Tea exported for Europe and tlie United States 
respectively; but as the whole Quantity is given, and the Value exported to Europe is also stated, 
the Quantity as above is found by the Proportion the Value of the whole Quantity bears to the 
Value of that exported to Europe. 


East India House, 
the 15th June 1820. 


JOS. THOMPSON. 
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No. 6. 

An account of the Prime Cost and Quantity of Tea, exported from 
the Port of Canton by the East India Company, for each Year of the 
last Ten Years. 






Quantity. 

Prime Coet. 





1809-10 




lbs. 

18,2.30,720 

£ 

1,1 94, -198 

1810-11 


- 

- 

10 , 710,737 

I, .300, .321 

1811-12 

- 

- 

- 

26,164,221 

1,738.709 

1812-13 

- 

- 

- 

28,267,413 

1,972,742 

1813-14 

- 

- 

- 

24.727,436 

1,711,899 

lH14-ir> 

- 

- 

- 

26,19^,144 

' 1,743,081 

IHlo-Hi 


- 

- 

33,013,387 

2,157,687 

1810-1/ 

- 

- 

- 

29,353.973 

2,017.746 

1817-18 

- 

- 

- 

20,151,597 

1,322,414 

1818-19 

- 

" 

~ 

21,085,860 

1,321,696 


East India House, 
23d June 1820. 


Errors excepted. 


CHA« CAKTAVRIGHT, 

Accountant. General. 


No. 7 . 

An ACT’OUNT of the Prime Cost and Quantity of R^w Silk, exported 
from the Port of Canton by the East India Company, tor each Year 
of the* last Ten Years. 






Quantity. 

Prime Cost. 





1809-10 




lbs. 

55,068 

IP 

£ 

49,224 

1810-11 

- 

- 

- 

81,828 

72,925 

1811-12 


- 

- 

87,074 

77,145 

1812-13 

- 

- 

- 

145,887 

127,342 

181,3-14 

- 

- 

- 

140,129 

118,447 

1814-15 

- 

- 

- 

209,073 

174,628 

181.5-1() 

- 

- 

- 

37.642 

2.9,795 

1816-17 

- 

- 

- 

67.518 

54,302 

1817-18 

- 

- 

- 

55,597 

43,913 . 

1818-19 

- 

“ 

- 

48,007 

43,612 


East India House, Errors excepted. 

23d June 1 820. GH A" CARTWRIGHT. 

• Acc<»uritaiit General. 
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[Appendix L. 8 


No. 8. 

An account of the Quahtitt and Sale Amount of Teas, sold by tiu* 
Hast India Comeany, for each of the last Ten Years respectively. 






Quantity. 

Sale Amount. 





1810.1] 




lbs. 

23,548,468 

3,896,291 

181U12 

- 

- 

- 

# 

21,527,217 

3,534,274 

1812.13 

- 

- 

- 

23,068,033 

3,793.383 

1813.14 


- 

- 

23,424,832 

3,896,817 

1814.15 

- 

- 

- 

27.820,643 ' 

4,7.04,359 

1815-10 

- 


- 

i 

1 

26,234,244 

1,102,668 

1816-17 

- 

- 

- 

i 

21,029,843 

3,114.179 

1817-18 

• 

- 

- 

23,401,706 

3,502,388 

* 

1818-19 

- 

- 


26,068,870 

3,987,007 

1819-20 


- 

- 

2.5,03^,484 

3,489,385 


£«ast India House, 
23d June 1820. 


Errors excepted. 


CHA* CAirrWRIGHT, 

Accountant Generals 
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No. 9. 

An account of the Quantity of Woollens exported by the East 
India Company to China, in each Year, tor the last Ten Years. 


SEASON, 
from March to March. 

UROAD CLOTH. 

LONG ELLS. 

C.\MLETS, 

Sic. &c. 

1810-11 

Pieces 7,428 

Pieces 

176,080 

Pieces 21,044 

1811-12 - 

7,324 

— 

212.400 

— 20,872 

• 

1812-13 

— 6.450 

— 

231,180 

• 

— 41,120 

IHl.'Md 

— 7,610 

— 

228,540 

— 26,405 

1814-15 

— 8,502 

— 

161,120 

— 17,940 

1815-16 

— 8,253 

— 

135,340 

— 17,075 

1816-17 

i 

— 11,631 


142,840 

— 23,130 

1 

1817-18 

— 0,111 

1 

104,40(» j 

1 

i 

— 20,250 

1818-10 

— 10,008 

— 

1 

1 60,600 

1 

— 26,230 

1810-20 

— 7,140 

— 

! 

102,860 1 

! 

— 14.770 


Pieces 84,447 

Pieces 

1,668,260 j 

Pieces 220,736 


Klist India House, 
‘J3dJiine ISJO. 


Errors excepted. 


CHA* CARTWRIGHT. 
Aceountanl Genera), 
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[Appendix L. 10, 


No. 10 . — An account of the Quantities and Value of Biutish Manufactures exported 

since 1814 to 




1814-15 



Quantities. 

Amount. 

Broad Cloth - ----- 

Pieces 

I3,8i)y 

£ 

242,480 

Ells - - - - - - - 

.. — 

3,7(»() 

9,960 

Camlets, Stuffs, &c. ----- 

- — 

9,y.o; 

16,360 

Ancliors, (rrapiials. Mooring Chains, &c. - - - 

Number 



Butler and Cheese ------ 

Packages 

ss* 

2;{o 

Beer and Ale - - - - - - Hlid 

s. of Casks 

100 

611 

1 Buiuin • - - - 

Cases 


1,207 

j Brazierv, Ironmongery, Cutlery, Tin-ware, Pewter, Time Glasses, &.c. • — - 

io:> 

8,694 

Bloeks, Oars, Masts, Spars, Boat Timbers, ik.c. 

- — 



2,267 

Canvass - , - - - - 

- Bales 

:is 

2,994 

- Cordage ----- 

Tons 

:ui 

28,296 

Carts, Barrows, Carriages, tkc. &o. - - - 

. — 

— 

i;*,o:^2 

' Clothing for Soldiers and Sailors, ike. 

- Bales 

Ill 

14,619 

Accoutrements - - . - 

- CJases 

:i!)s 

2:1,4 1 0 

, Eire Engines, Hose, Leather, 8 lc. - - - - 

Glass Ware, Window (Bass, and Earthenware 

Do. ike. 

:b; 

f)2N 

- Do. 

41 


Gunpowder and Barrels - - . - 

- Barrels 

201) 

7.4:u) 

Haberdasher>, Hosiery, Hats, 8iC. . - - 

- Cases 

7 

fi22 

Hos;,)ital Stores, viz. Surgeons Instruments, Rupture Trusses, Lint, 

Mortars and Pestles, Tinware, Glassware, Pewter, &c. - - — I 

2,S0 

s,r*oo 

Lines and Twine, and Slow Match - . - Casks and Cases j 

of) 

1,966 

Lead Pipe, Sheet Lead, Plumbers Stores, Sec. 

- Ciises 

227 

6,324 

Linen ----- 

- — 

1 

191 

Mathenialical Instruments - - - - 

_ — 

21 

2,630 

Musical Instruments - - - - 

Mus(|uct Eurniture, and Materials for Small 2\rms 

— 


i 2,117 

Ordnance, viz. Iron - - - - - 

. No. 

S7 

1.270 

Brass ----- 

. — 


6,621 

Oilman’s Stores, Linseed Oil, Soap, Starch, Blue, Painters Colours, 
Tallow, Red and White Lead - - - - 

Packages 

1,990 1 

7,6 (i6 

Sadlery and Harness - - - - 

- CiLses 

16b ' 

.6,944 

Small Arms, viz. Musquets - - - - 

- No. 

41,206 

6;? 

H9,S64 

Carbines ----- 

- — 

121 

Fusils - - - - 

- — 

40 

77 

Rifles - - - - 

- — 

21S 

1,6 0:5 

Pistols - - _ _ 

No. Pairs 

S04 

2,026 

Stationery and Books - - - 

- Cases 

j28 

i.4,726 

Shot and Shells - - - . 

- — 

-- 

;i,240 

Swords and Pikes 

- No. 

3,338 

2,646 

Sheathing and Cartridge Paper - _ - 

- C iases 

-lyc. 

6,6 1 1 

Furniture for the (iovernment House at St. Helena 

- — 

- - 



Metals, viz. Copper , - 

- Tons 

1,484 

191,216 

Iron - - - . - 

- — 

3,396 

49,162 

Lead - - . - 

. — 

32 

816 

Tin - - - - 

- — 




Turnery, Sponge, Staves, &c. &c. - - . - 

Packages 

4H 

1,831 





787,961 


East India House, 
‘23d June 1820. 
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:o all Parts of India, exclusive of China, by the East iNDiA Company, in each Year, 
March 1818. 


1815-16. 

1816-17. 

18I7-1S. 

1818-iy. 

Quunritit's. 

Amount. 

Quantities. 

Amount. 

Quantities. 

Amount. 

Quainlili-s. 

Amount. 


£ 






£ 

io,:t4o 

187,8:18 

0,574 

130,348 

1,472 

09,442 

9,1 1 1 

129,7 IH 

:5,7()() 

10,100 

2,(i!)(l 

7,701 

5,520 

14,:i45 

13,1 15 

32,388 

9,721 

l(i,781 

10,275 

3,871 

025 

1,707 

1,380 

5,977 

:m 

H,442 

^ — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

:ns 

850 

(55 

1.37 

j» 

— 

13 

:;32 

120 

087 

20 

120 

12 

73 

39 

500 

11 

820 

8 

:;i9 

•JO 

772 

s 

257 

‘218 

11,250 

1,2,3: 

22,78 

179 

i:‘.,7l0 

4,010 

20, .881 

— 

718 



99 

— 

280 

. 

325 

1U!1 

7,919 

28 

1,559 

;i i 

1,203 

121 

A, nil 

227 

12,27:; 

35 

1,791 

74 

2,825 

2(; 

1,303 

,■■■■ ,, , 

700 

— __ 

2;;, 942 

— 

1,570 

— 

1,119 

MO 


52 

12,074 

000 

jr.,74r) 

423 

10,971 

r»7 

4,;; 1 1 

1 , 1 08 

44,08(i 

891 

14,97/ 

828 

7,J47 


1,091 

41 

1,979 

45 

2,420 

6‘2 

3,150 

08 

1,973 

37 

219 

187 

22:; 

08 

;5i 

. 

— 

1,820 

0,755 

390 

10,358 

1,010 

4/J54 

12 

500 

5 

105 

— 

• 

13 

572 

212 

0,018 

2.30 

r..9i)7 

105 

5,734 

25.3 

10,001 

11 

2<I0 

51 

818 

7 

144 

21 

074 

2 12 

5J9S 

50 

l.(l(i7 

0 

77 

217 

4, SIS 

12 

58 1 


lor; 

4 

219 

s 

022 

1 1 

:-;88 

30 

3,797 

27 

1 ,4‘J(.I 

15 

.889 

11 

7 1 15 

1 12 

1,182 

159 

1,184 

15 

i,:;88 

1 

490 

278 

14,822 

13 1 

308 

052 

2,059 

M) 1 

i,:i7.3 

99 

3,95 1 

173 1 

4/451 

S 

.308 

01 i 

1,913 

221 

15.029 

99 i 

1 

7,755 

310 

12,926 

2,897 ; 

8,178 

1,07*^ 

83(50 

1 

S80 1 

2,214 

2,009 

0,512 

77> 1 

2,9.30 

4.38 

10,204 

174 

0,152 

SO 

2,109 

20,;590 ' 

3(),559 

37.91 1 

07,7 1 7 

‘27,212 

45,819 

300 

j 494 

1 

— 

- 

— 

1 ,250 

2,008 ' 

— 

1 

1,917 

:i,i82 

9,51,3 

1 7,0.38 

1,922 

.3,221 

— 


110 i 

01.3 

1,500 

7,730 

500 

2,450 

— 

[ 

:ci07 

7,801 

0,3 IS 

1 1,0.39 

2,223 

4,70!) 

1,010 

1 :;,5si 

0!)0 

19,959 

801 

23,180 

08/ 

19.100 

570 

! 10,118 

1— — — 

25,920 



34,140 

— 

12,008 

— 

1 1,821 

:>,7i7 

;i,2;i8 

1 8, (50(5 

13,212' 

. 11,421 1 

7,300 

1,100 

j 5:;9 

251 

3,23,3 

787 

3,007 

80 ! 

783 

5.39 

* 2,312 

. 

1 

31 

1,039 

10 

25."^ 

>>‘) 

i 1,190 

855 

1 102,792 

1 ,5 1 9 

100,550 

1,298 

12.3,3.30 

1,301 

159,191 

2,1M 

! 38,058 

2,348 

30,291 

42(i 

0,770 

1,-281 

20,509 

557 

11,080 

909 

14,880 

905 

19,110 

115 

9,7;04 


35 

2,275 

— 

— 

— 

— 

22 

785 

353 

3,139 

99 ' 

355 

ns 

4,3SS 


r.57,5S4 


7:V2,148 


4:Ci/291 


so;i,72o 




__ 


Errors cvci pti-d. 


( 11 \ CAR rwuKurr’ 

Accmiuiant Ot'neruL 
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No. 11. — An account of the Quantities of British Manufactures exported to our 

the Quantities and Value 



1809-10. 

1810-11. 

1811-12. 

181! 

2-13. 


Quantities. 

Amount- . 

Quantities. 

Amounts. 

Quantities. 

Amounts. 

Quantities. 

Amounts. 

Broad ( loth - - Pieces 

10,048 

169,543 

6,656 

£ 

122,272 

13,870 

£ 

231,200 

11,919 

£ 

200,271 

Loiiu; Klls “ — 

(i,240 

14,309 

8,'J20 

30.096 

10,839 

29,819 

5,100 

12,008 

Cainl(‘ts, Stulls, &c. - — 

16,241 

20,915 

5,985 

14,388 

6,413 

15,440 

2,971 

18,480 

C'ottODS - - — 

2,726 

4,572 

1,952 

3,620 

1.220 

4,022 

2,467 

5,396 

AiK lu»rs, (irapniills, and Mooring 

( hains - - No. 

326 

14,582 

424 

7.561 

618 

7,708 

395 

8,301 

Butter and Cheese « Pack*'* 

62 

146 

28 

7Ci 

88 

231 

39 

100 

Beer and Ale - Barrels 

42 

262 

25 

142 

46 

263 

210 

1,268 

Buntin - - Bales 

41 

1,^78 

34 

1,149 

‘ 18 

909 

6 

398 

Braziery, Ironmongery, Cutlery, 
'J'in\Vare,Pewter,TimeG lasses, 

&e. - - PackP* 

4,970 

29,230 

1,476 

17,939 

2,712 

4a, 763 

4,610 

40,275 

Blocks,Oiirs, Boat Timber, Masts, 
iSjiars, &c. - ^ - 


6,803 


3,898 


1,220 


1 .627 

Canvass - - Bales 

24 

1,8B6 

80 

5,712 

217 

15,036 

178 

i(i.r>2r. 

(yordage - - Tons 

429 

37,678 

160 

13,494 

450 

38,984 

232 

26,263 

Carts, Barrows, Gun Carriages, 

and Ploughs . - - 


2,850 


33 


1,098 

. 

1,415 

Clothing for .Soldiers and Sailors, 

Slioes, and Hanimoeks - (’ases 

96 

7,355 

119 

5,420 

286 

23,936 

270 

15,167 

Ae( (Mitrcrnenl^ - - — 

3:>o 

28,169 

J37 

12,476 

376 

21.107 

174 

25,700 

Fire hingiiies, Hose, Leather - — 

31 

1,601 

40 

2.692 

7S 

4,275 

48 

2,056 

Floor Cloth - - — 

16 

587 

62 

1 ,788 

3 

127 

4 

131 

FarthcMi Ware, and Win- 
dow (i la s.s - - Pack^* 

672 

5,90i) 

1,07.9 

8,760 

726 

Mvi 

196 

2,;i22 

(’ji;npowder and Barrels - Barrels 

- 

30 

. 


- 


- 

’ 926 

Habe»-Jasherv, Hosiery, Hats Cases 

11 

650 

7 

201 

5 

197 

6 

459 

Ho.spitul Sfore.s, JSurgcoris Instru- 
ments, Bupture Trusses, Lint, 
Aiortarsand Pestles, (.Bass, Tin 
are, Pewter, - — 

102 

5,841 

1.54 

5,763 

126 

-l,63is 

201 

7,256 

Lines and Twine and Slow 

Match - Casks and Cases 

50 

2,125 

57 

) ,695 

197 

5,750 

60 

2,298 

Ivead .Pi]>e, Sheet Lead, and 
Plumbers Stores - CasevS 

6 

147 

1 

60 



34 1 

585 

Li net) - - — 

1 

18 

3 

375 

1,097 

1,093 

- 

1 . 

jNl ithcrintieal Instruments - — 

19 

1,761 

9 

1,384 

29 

1,579 

23 

i 825 

]\Iu-i<‘a* Instruments - - — 

32 

1,116 

138 

4,469 

51 

2,994 

43 

805 

Musk* t Furniture and Materials 
fur Small Anns - — 

4 

146 

2 

198 

HI ! 

7,221 

31 * 

2,507 

Ordnance, viz. Iron - No. 

207 

10,035 

90 

4,147 

' 324 

8,840 

52 ! 

1,386 

Brass - — 

99 

9,383 

39 

4,688 

169 

16,292 

. 1 
a/ 

9,152 

Oilman's Stores, Linseed Oil, 

Soaj), Starch, and Blue, 

Painters Colours, Tallow, Red 
and White Lead - I’ack*'* 

1,801 

11,687 

1,903 

6,189 

2,822 ' 

8.948 

' 3J20 

11,169 

Sadiery and Harness - Cases 

154 

13, .329 

167 

14,347 

206 j 

7.52:< 

71 

4dH2 

Small Arms — Muskets - No. 

29,600 

61,217. 

52,550 

106,349 

21,080 

4 ^,5*75 

! - 840 

92,985 

Carbines - — 

1,500 

3,067 

- 

- 

5.010 

9,./; I 

I,3t0 

2,589 

Fusils - « — 

1,100 

2,363 

1,800 

3,624 

1 4,250 


3.'.f98 

5,581 

Hides - — 

501) 

3,039 

200 

1,110 

i 175 

987 

320 

1,971 

Pistols - Pairs 

4,140 

9,851 

1,310 

2,962 

2,400 

4,325 

5,576 

12.653 

vSwords and Pikes - No. 

6,213 

5,160 

8,0/0 

6,693 

8,389 

5,3o; 

9,879 

6,243 

Sheathing and Cartridge Paper Cases 

1 15 

1,686 

12 

1 50 

86 

1„S27 

153 

2,012 

.'stationery and Books - — 

591 

22,559 

558 

19^487 

472 

18.35 1 

228 

8,60.5 

Shot and Shells - - — 

- 

23,202 

- 

16,238 

- 

32,746 

- 

8,387 

Turnery, Sponge, Staves, &c. 

131 

2,526 

357 

7,787 

326 

7,156 

98 

1,442 

Furniture for the (iovernment 

House at St. Helena 






242 



Metals, viz. — Copper 

1,581 

209,269 

687 

106,113 

1,5.53 

227»363 

1,489 

187,900 

Iron 

3,371 

55.735 

2,658 

41,431 

5,023 

68,479 

3,228 

35,908 ‘ 

Lead 

1,762 

48,022 

770 

24,2.58 

1,987 

64,979 

73,5 

16,087 

Tin 

46 

3,051 

87 

6,619 

- 

- 

88 

7,199 


— 

855,540 

— 

637.852 

] 

1,008,617 

— 

808,975 


East India House, 
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Indian Possessions in Ten Years, ending March 1819 respectively ; specifying particularly 
of Woollens and Cottons. 


1813-14. 

.1«14-15. 

1815-16. 

1816-17. 

1817-18. 

1818-19. 

Quantities. 

Amounts. 

Quantitie.s. 

Amounts. 

Quantities. 

Amounts. 

Quantities. 

Amounts. 

Quantities. 

Amounts. 

Quantities. 

Amounts. 


£ 


s 


£ 




£ 


£ 

9,220 

171,083 

13,899 

242,480 

10,340 

187,838 

6,574 

130,348 

4,472 

09,442 

9,111 

129,718 

2, .*500 

7,086 

3,700 

9,960 

3,700 

10,100 

2,690 

7,761 

3,320 

14,343 

13,145 

32,388 

3,8 Gr ) 

23,97.3 

8,6, t 0 

12,874 

9,721 

16,781 

10,275 

3,871 

023 

1,707 

1,380 

5,977 

10,393 

M ,155 

1,327 

3,480 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— * 

— 

— 


37 S 

8,382 

303 

0,852 

330 

8,442 



____ 




37 

302 

88 

233 

318 

850 

65 

137 

- 

- 

13 

332 

100 

014 

100 

Oil 

120 

087 

20 

120 

12 

73 

39 

300 

1 1 

088 

21 

1/207 

11 

820 

8 

319 

20 

772 

8 

237 

1.2«!) 

32,304 

103 

8.691 

248 

11,230 

1,237 

22,785 

17!) 

13,740 

4,010 

20,881 


2,071 

- 

2,207 

- 

718 


99 

• 

286 

_ 

323 

118 

13,831 

38 

2,994 

109 

7,919 

28 

1,.559 

34 

1,203 

121 

3,461 

184 

19,339 

311 

28,290 

227 

12,273 

35 

1,794 

74 

2,825 

26 

1,303 

> 

420 

- 

13,032 

- 

700 

- 

23,942 

- 

1,570 

- 

4,119 

249 

17,437 

272 

11,6 19 

1 10 

3,803 

32 

12,074 

000 

13,715 

423 

10,974 

123 

9,290 

398 

23,410 

57 

4,31 1 

1,108 

44,080 

894 

14,977 

828 

7,297 

47 1 

1 ,334 

30 

928 

22 

l ,()94 

41 

1,979 

43 

2,420 

02 

3,430 

10 1 

322 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

!)(! ! 

1,333 

41 


08 

1,973 

37 

249 

187 

223 

OS 

731 

- 1 

303 

- 

7,430 

- 

- 

- 

0,733 


10,338 

- 

4,934 

!' ! 

304 

/ 

022 

12 

300 

3 

105 

- 

*• 

13 

372 

1 S 2 

8,442 

230 

8,300 

242 

0,048 

230 

3,997 

1 05 

3.734 

253 

10,001 

27 j 

931 

30 

1,900 

11 

290 

31 

848 

7 

Ml 

21 

074 

10 1 

283 

227 i 

3,324 

i 

242 1 

3,198 

30 

1,007 

0 

77 

1 

247 

4,3 1 3 

1 i 

113 

1 1 

I 9 i 

12 1 

38^1 

2 

100 

4 

1 219 

8 

022 

13 : 

1,190 

24 i 

2,330 

11 

388 

30 

3,797 

27 ' 

1 1,420 

i:> 

889 

30 , 

1,349 

' 

- 

14 

710 

142 

1,182 

159 

j 4,184 

IT) 

1 ,388 

107 : 

3, 1 98 

33 

2,117 

1 

490 

278 

1 4,822 

13 

! 308 

( i 52 

2,03!) 

112 ' 

3,042 

87 

1,270 

40 

1,373 

9!1 

3.934 

173 

j 4,951 

s 

30 S 

:i!) 1 

1 

2,091 

83 

0,321 

01 

4,913 

22 1 

13,029 

99 

i 7,7»>5 

3 10 

12,920 

1,480 

7,020 

1,990 

7,303 

2,897 

8, 1 78 

1,078 

8,030 j 

880 

2,21 1 

2,009 

0,342 

231 

1 1 ,293 

100 

3,914 

73 

2,!)30 

438 

10,264 1 

174 

0,152 

80 

2,109 

23,307 

47,187 

' 41,200 

89,834 

20,390 

30,339 

37,914 

07,717 

27,212 

45,890 

300 

49 1 

100 

' 300 

03 

. 121 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1,250 

2,008 

— 

— 

1,439 

2,782 

40 

77 

1,917 

3,182 

9,313 

17.038 

1,922 

3,221 

— 

— 

040 

3,347 

248 

1,503 

HO 

013 

1,.300 

7,730 

500 

2,450 

— 

— 

3,100 

7,298 

804 

2,020 

3,407 

7,801 

0,348 

14,639 

2 223 

4,709 

1,010 

.3,581 

3,872 

4,730 

3,338 

2,610 

3,717 

3,238 

18,000 

13,212 

1 M 24 

7,300 

1,100 

5.39 

77 

1,223 

490 

0,311 

231 

3,233 

787 

3,607 

86 

783 

33!) 

2,3 1 2 

380 

21,101 

328 

13,720 

• 090 

19,939 

801 

23,180 

087 

19,101) 

370 

10,1 IS 

- 

3,013 

- 

3,240 

- 

25,920 

• 

34,140 

- 

12,008 

- 

1,821 

90 

803 

48 

1,831 

22 

783 

353 

3,139 

99 

355 

818 

4,388 


4,100 



. 



1,039 


255 

_ 

1.1 !10 

1,489 

187,773 

1,484 

191,240 

835 

102,792 

1,319 

1 00,330 

1,298 

123,330 

1,301 

159, 191 

4,805 

63,026 

8,396 

49,462 

2,414 

38,038 

2,348 

36,291 

420 

0,770 

1,281 

20.509 

388 

9,373 


816 

337 

11,086 

909 

14,880 

905 

19,416 

415 

! 9,739 

10 

1,344 

. 

- 

• 

- 

35 

2,273 

— 

— 

— 


— 


d 

iesebs&qk 

Ijlggil 

BB 

■SI 

732,148 

— 

431,291 

— 

503,720 


Errors excepted. ('HA' CARTWIlKiHT, 

Acc* (ini'. 
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No. 12. 

An account of the Quantity of Registkkep Tonnage emplpyed by 
the East India Company in tlieir Trade to our Indian PosstissiONs, 
excluding Ships toucliing at the Ports of Continental India on their 
\'oyage»to Cduna, for Five Years, ending March 1811.. 


SEASON - - 180!)-10 

1 

U 1,-1 84 Tons. 1 

1810-11 

27,740 Uo. j 

1811-12 

2.S,;5.'.!> Do. i 

1812-13 

22.114 Do. j 

1813-11 

14,430 Do. 1 

East India House, 

.1. MORICE. 

21th June 1820. 



No. 13. 

An account of the Quantity of Registkued Tonnage belonging to 
the East India C'oinpany, clearing oiil annuaby from the Port of 
Canton, for the last Ten Years. 


1810 

- 

1 17,274 

'I'ons. 

J81] 

- 

; 1H,U,SN 

Do. 

1812 

■ 

2:>,.33l 

Do. 

1813 

- 

27,2.33 

Do. 

1814 

- 

24,470 

Do. 

IHlfi 

- 

24,8!)K 

Do. 

IHId 

- 

. 33,0S3 

Do. 

1817 

- 

28,042 

Df.. 

1818 

- 

20,00.0 

Do. 

1819 


21,217 

Do. 


East India House, 
24tli June 1820. 


J. MORICE. 
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No. 14. 


An ACCQUNT of the Quantity of Registered Tonnage employed by tfic 
East India Company, in their Trade to our Indian Possessions, excluding 
Sliips toucliing at the Ports of Continental India on their Voyage to China, 
for Five Years, ending March 1819. 


SeiLson . - 1814-15 

16,407 

Tons. 

1815-15 

- 12,570 

Do. 

1815-17 

10,522 

Do. 

1817-18 

9,860 

Do. 

1818-19 

10,581 

Do. • 


Eiisl Iiiflia Hoiist;, 
241 h June IS20. 


J. MORICE. 


No. 15. 

An account of the Registered Tonnage employed by the East India 


(Company, in their^ Trade to Chini 
Ten Years. 

i, from 

Year to 

Year in the last 

1 . ^ 

.Season - 1809-10 

- 

- 

19,703 

Pons. 

1810-11 - 


- 

21,!)76 

Do. 

1811-12 


- 

25,006 

Do. 

1812-13 

- 

- 

22,250 

Do. 

1813-14 - 

- 

- 

23,971 

Do. 

. 1814-15 

- 

- 

29,231 

Do. 

1815-16 - 

- 

- 

27,002 

Do. 

1816-17 

- 

- 

21,348 

Do. 

1817-18 - 

• 

- 

- 

22,570 

Do. 

1818-19 

- 

- 

28,518 

Do. 


East India House, MORICE. 

VMtIi June iS20. 
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No. 17. 

An account of the Quantity of American Tonnage, which has 
cleared out from different' Ports of British India, in the Years 
• 1815-16, I 8 IG-I 7 , and 1817-18. 



1815-16. 

I 8 I 6 -I 7 . 

1817-18. 

From Calcutta for America 

Ships. 

19 

Tons. 

6,311 

Ships. 

35 

Tons. 

12,809 

Ships. 

38 

Tons. 

13,538 

From Calcutta for the Coromandel Coast 

1 

180 

— 

• 

H 

B 

From Madras for America 

2 

697 

3 

1,079 


■ 

From Madras for Calcutta 

— 

— 

2 

912 

1 

440 

From Madras for Ceylon 

— 

— 

2 

791 

— 

— 

From Ingerarn for Train] uebar 

— 

— 

1 

194 

— 

— 

From Bombay for America 

— 

— 

3 

1,257 

9 

3,152 

From Bombay for Calcutta 

— 

— 

1 

430 

— 

— 

Total for America 

21 

7,008 

41 

15,14d 

51 

18,003 

Total from Port to Port in India 

1 

180 

6 

2,327 

1 

440 


Note . — It is probable that the Ships which appear to have cleared out from one Port to another^ 
in India, are the same which eventually cleared out from the Ports of India for 
America. 

There are not any Documents in the East India House by which the Quantity of 
American Tonnage that cleared out from the Ports of British lndia> in the Year 
1818-19, can be ascertained. 


East India House, 
the 26th June 1820. 


W. M‘CUJLLOCH, 
Examiner of India Correspondence. 
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No. 18 . 

An account of the Quantitt and Value of Cargoes exported by American Ships, from the 
different Ports of British India, in the Years 1815-16, 1816-17j and 1817-18. 


BENGAL. 

1815-16. * 

1816-17. ^ 

1 

1817-18. 

• 

« 

(juantiiy. 

Value. 

.Quantity, 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

‘ 



Sicca Rupees. 



Sicca Rupees. 



Sicca Rupees. 

Piece Goods 

'Bales 

12,559 

31,16,360 ■ 

Bales 

16,040 

3.5,99,324 ‘ 

Bales 

5.921 

15,23,725 

Shawls 

'Parcels 

7 

3,490 ^ 

Parcel 

1 

300 

Parcels 

6 

5,925 

Indigo 

Chests 

2,077 

7,27,438 

Chests 

876 

3,08,630 

Chests 

1,043 

.3,69,752 

Sugar 

Bags 

15,150 

2,52,697 

Bags 

55;949 

10,45,989 < 

Bags 

61,868 

12,55,450 

Silk 

- 

- 

- 

Bales 

19 

7,122 

Bales 

<) 

708 

Saltpetre 

Bags 

20 

263 

Bags 

12,402 

1,62,5/9 

Wags 

8,171 

1 ,30,434 

Grain 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Tlags 

4,922 

9,844 

Gums 

Packages 

103 

3,704 

Packages 

370 

18,967 

Packages 

517 

30,346 

Cotton 

Bales 

2 

252 

Bales 

6,003 

2,20,942 

Bales 

17,754 

10,09,644 

Gunnies and Gunney '1 
Wags - - J 

Bales 

1,128 

16,079 

Bales 

1,055 

IT), 524 

Hales 

478 

7,619 

Shell Lack 

- 

- 

5,581 

- 

- 

8,888 ' 

- 

- 

10,372 

Turmeric 

Packages 

3,407 

10,808 

Packages 

5,749 

22,152 

Packages 

1,747 

6,187 

Ginger 

— ^ 

10,857 

7i;222 

— 

(17,665 

44, 654 

— 

2,V>13 

1,88,836 

Castor Oil 

- 

- 

892 

- 

- 

' 1,656 

- 

- 

3,846 

Safflower 

- 

- 

- 

- 

. 

« 

278 ' 

- 

> 

1,120 

Skins and H des 


- 

26,140 

- 

- 

'69,766 

- 


1,12,088 

Sugar Candy 

- 



- 

- 

465 

- 

- 

710 

Seeds (of Sorts) 

Bags 

164 

4II 

Bags 

125 

1 

398 

Bags 

170 

633 

Wearing Apparel 

- 

- 

2,044 

- 

• 

242 

- 

- 

637 

Sal Ammoniac 

- 

- 

11,066 

- 

• 

5,091 

- — 

— 

Elephants Teeth 


- 

- 

- 

- 

. 

- 

- 

564 

Borax 

Packages 

43 

' 4,468 

Packages 

23 

1,368 

Facki^es 

130 

10,213 

Salt Provisions 

- 

- 

243 

- 

• 

800 

' — 

— 

Canvass 

Bales 

12 

1,310 

Bales 

17 

1,616 

— 

- 

^ 

Hemp» Flax, an i Twine 

Bundle! 

759 

7,558 

Bundles 

3,135 

■ 25,130 

ikandles 

1,273 

8,812 

Carpets and Blankets | 

- 

- 

4.577 

— 

- 

— 

— 


1 

1 

Carpets 

- 


. 

- 

- 

20,949 

- 

- 

8,929 

Tobacco 

- 


- 

Packages 

31 

780 

— 

- 

— 

Munjeet 

- 

- 


- 

- 

950 

- 

- 

1,585 

Carriages 

- 

- 

- 

— 

' 2 

800 

— 

- 

— 
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No,'18.— An AcCottAt «f't1ie'Qu»ntity and Vilue of Cargoes eiported by American Ships, kc.— continued. 




, 1815-16. 

1816-17. 

1817-18. 1 

1 

BENGAL— con^i/iMCfi. ' 

Quantity, 

Value. ^ 

i 

Quantity* 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 



1 

Sicca Rupees. 



Sicca Rupees. 


Sicca Rupees. 

CUtch 

- 

- 


- 

- 

- 


440 

Sundries 

- 

- 

7.296 ■ 

- 

- 

13,797 

- 

11,932 

Spices 

- 

- 

1,490 


— 

— 

— 

— 

Madeira Wine 

- 

Pipe 1 

270 

Pipes 

46 

8,715 ' 

Pipes 32j 

10,305 

Liquors 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4,840 

- 

5.471 

Pepper 

• 

Bags 1 50 

J.785 - 

Bags 

1,3.34 

19,^70 ■ 

— 

— 

Cassia 

- 

- 


- 

- 

27,828 


2,436 

CoHee 

- 

- 

58,204 

- 

- 

36,016 

- 

48.705 

Canipliire 

- 

- 

3,276 

- 

- 

22,599 

— 

— 

Red Wood 

- 

- 

4,316 

- 

- 

1,700 

- 

2,778 

Rattans 

- 

- 

1,658 

- 

- 

4,194 

. . . 

664 

Benjamgi 

- 

. 

680 

- 

- 

- 


2,960 

Senna Leaves 

* 

- 

403 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sago 

- 

• - 

3,906 

- 

- 

2,342 

- 

1,124 

Tin 

- 

. 

53,607 

- 

• 

1,53,150 

- 

49,559 

Toreign Piece (ioods 

- 

11,644 

- 

- 

- 


.32,024 

Alum 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 


1 

10,284 

Kahurbah 

- 

- 

. 

- 

- 

- 


3,690 

Assafootida 


• 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

724 

Iron Kentledge 

► 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2,238 


— 

Europe Sundries 

- 

- 

6,191 • 

- 

- 

15,502 


10,018 



Sicca Rupees 

44,21,435 

Sicca Rupees - 

59,98,251 

Sicca Rupees - 

48,91,053 

FORT St. GEOUGli. 

• 











•Arcot Rupees. 



Arcjt Rupees. 


Arcot Rupees. 

Piece Goods 

- 

Pieces 4,929 

27,210 

Pieces 


1,96,748 

Pieces 21,467 

1,28,350 

Coffee 

- 

- 

. 

Cwt, 

2,212 

34,722 

— 

— 

Goat Skins 

- 

Bales K 

4,035 

— 

i9,000 

4,095 

— - 

— 

Soap 

- 


- 


289 

2,039 


— 

Tin 

- 


. 

— 

117 

4,532 

— 



Turmeric 

- 

- 

- 

— 

370 

1,163 

— 

— 

Ginger 

• 


• 

- 

• 

. 

201 

a 

1,806 

• 

Tot 

al Arcot Rupees*- 

31,245 

Arcot Rupees - j 

2.43.299 

• 

Arcot Ru()ees - 

1,30.166 
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No. 18.— An Account of the Quantity and Value of Cargoes exported by American Ships, continued. 



1815-16. 

1816-17. 

1817-18. 

BOMBAY. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

* 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Quantity. 

Value. 

Alum 









Rupees. 




Rupees. 

600 

Aloes 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

• 

- 

3,450 


— 


— 

Benjamin 

- 


- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

72j 


— 


— 

Camphire 

- 


- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

d,450 

- 

- 

- 

400 

Cardamoms 

- 


• 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

275 

Cassia and Hogkessen 1 
(Cassia Buds) - / 

- 


- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

300 


— 


— 

Chundroon (Capal) - 

- 


- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1,340 

- 

- 

- 

345 

Cornelians 

- 


- 

. 

- 

- 

- 

“ 

2,000 


— 


— 

Cotton 

- 


- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1,09,110 

- 

- 

- 

6,02,220 

Elephants* Teeth 

- 


- 

- 


- 

- 

- 


- 

- 

- 

2,000 

Ginger 

- 


- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

22,660 

- 

- 

- 

7,502 

Gum Ammoniac 

- 


. 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

360 


— 


— 

— Arabic ^ - 

- 


- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1,156 

- 

- 

- 

135 

Hides and Skins of Sorts 

- 


- 

- 

• 

- 

• 

- 

1,160 

- 

- 

. 

1,880 

Hingia (Assafoetida) 

- 


- 

- 


- 

- 

- 

2,085 


— 



Indigo 

- 


- 

- 


- 

- 

- 

14,560 

- 

- 

- 

19,700 

Ivory Work and Ware 

- 


- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

300 


— 


— 

Latch of different Sorts 

- 


- 

- 

. 

- 

- 

- 

140 


— 


— 

Nankeens 

- 


- 

- 


- 

- 

- 

180 


— 

1 

— 

Olibanum 

- 


- 


- 

- 

- 

* 

1,080 


— 



Pepper 

- 


- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

83,344 , 

- 

- 

- 

16,284 

Piece Goods 

- 


- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5,130 

- 

- 

- 

4,846 

Salt Petre 

- 


- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3,500 


— 


— 

Seeds of various Sorts 

- 


- 

r 

- 

<• 

- 

- 

1,965 

- 

- 

- 

300 

Shawls 

- 


- 

- 

- 

- 

• 

- 

^ 5,670 


— 


— 

Sugar 

- 


- 

- 

- 

- 

- 


- 

- 

- 

- 

15,850 

Tea 

- 


- 

- 

- 

- 

• 

- 


- 

• 

- 

' 1,050 

Tin 

- 


- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 


- 

- 

- 

7,000 

Tortoise Shell 

- 


- 

- 

• 

- 

- 

- 

1,200 


— 


— 

Tutenague 

- 


- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2,847 


— 


— 

Turmeric 

- 


- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

. 

- 

- 

- 

600 

Vermillion 

- 

- 

- 

- 

.. 

- 

- 

- 

4,800 


— 


— 








Rupees 

- 

2.73,518 


Rupees 

- 

6,80,987 


There arc not any Documents in the East India House from which an Account similar to the above, for the 

Year 1818-19, can be prepared. 


East India House, 
the 26tb June 1820. 


W.M'CULLOCH, 
Examiner of India Correspondence. 

















Appendix' M. 1— 


( 445 ) 


APPENDIX M. 


No. 1. 

An account of the Quantity of |Iegi8tered Tonnage einploj^d by the East India 
Company in their Trade to the British Indian Possessions, excluding Ships touching at the 
P6rls of Continental India on the Voyage to China, for the Year ending 3l8l July 1820. 


Twenty-one Ships, - amounting to 10,697 Tons. 

East India House, J. MORICE. 

2'lth February 1S2J. * 


No. 2. • 

An account of the Quantity of Registered Tonnage belonging to the East India 
Coinpa»iy, clearing out annually from the Port of Canton, for the Year 1820. 

SevonteLMi Ships, amounting to 21,147 Tons, which cleared out previous to the 24th April 
1 820, the Date of the last Advices from Canton. 

N.B — Seven Ships amounting to 7,313 Tons, cleared out at Canton previous to 
1st January 1820, which formed Part of the same outward Season from 
England as the above-mentioned Seventeen Ships, but are not included 
therein. 


East India House, J. MORICE. 

24th February 1821. 


No. S. 


An account of the Quantity and Sale Amount of Teas sold by the East India Company, 
• for the Year 1820-21. 


Quantity. 

Sale Amount. 

♦ lbs. 24,483,970. 

^3,324,297. 


East India House, Errors excepted. CHA» CARTWRIGHT, 

^ 28th February 1821. Acc' Gen*. 


No. 4. . 

An ACCOUNT t>f the HigistIred Tonnage employed by the East India Company in their 

Trade to China, for the Year 1819-20. 


Twenty-three Ships - amounting to 28,742 Tons. 


•East India House, 
24th February 1821. 


J. MORICE. 
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No. 5. 

An account of the Quantities and Value of British Manufactures 
exported to all Parts of India, (exclusive of China), by the East India 
Company, for the Year 1819-20. 



Quantity, 

Amount. 




Broad Cloth - Pieces 

ILCoJ 

196,071 

Long Elis > Woollens - - - Do. 

2.0,075 

70,424 

Camlets, &c. &c. J - - - - Do. 

2,427 

8 228 i 

Anchors, Gra).ipals, Mooring Chains, &oi &c. - - Number 

2.0 

; 

Butter and Cheese - ... - Packages 

28 

183 1 

Beer, Ale, and Cyder - ... Do. 

89 

461 

Buntin . . _ - . Bales 

14 

564 

Braziery, Ironmongery, Tin Ware, Cutlery, Pewter, Forge 



Bellows, &c. Akc. - - - - Packages 

1,816 

14,918 

Blocks, Oars, Masts, Spars, Boat Timbers, Planks, 



&c. &c. . - . - . 

1 J7 

565 

Canvass .... Bales 

91 

4.893 

Cordage - ... - Tons 

83 

3,45y 

Carts, Barrows, Wheels, Ploughs, Ammunition Carriages, 



&c. &C. ----- 

- 

5,422 

Clothing for Soldiers and Sailors, Shoes, Hammocks, ike. Packages 

342 

1 7,024 

Accoutrements - - - . - Do. 

614 

5,9^5 

Fire Engines, Hose Leather, 8cc. - - - Cases 

65 

3,157 

Glass Ware, Earthen Ware, Window Glass, &c. 8tc. - Do. 

83 


Gunpowder and Gunpowder Barrels - - - Barrels 

2,501 

7,512 

Haberdashery, Hosiery, and Hats - - - Cases 

9 


Hospital Stores, viz. Surgeons Instruments, Lint, Trusses, ^ 



Tin and Glass Ware, Pewter, &c- &c. - - Do. 

178 

8,863 

Lines and Twine, and Slow Match - - Casks, &c. 

45 

5/6 

Lead Pipe, Sheet Lead, and Plumbers Stores - - l^jickages 

90 

1,912 

Linen ----- Bales 

9 

720 

Mathematical Instruments - - - Cases 

24 

2,364 

Musical Instruments - - - - Do. 

41 

3.186 

Musquet Furniture and Materials for Small Arms, &c, - Do. 

123 

* 3.474 

Ordnance, Brass - - - - Number 

243 

9,920 

Iron - - - . -Do. 

82 

3,127 

Oilman’s Stores, Linseed Oil, Soap, Starch, Painters 

. 


Colours, Red Lead, &c. - - - Packages 

1,914 

6,193 

Shot and Shells - - - . - 


15.578 

Sadlery and Harness - - - - Cases 

70 

2.863 

Small Arms, viz. — ^Musquets - . - - Number 

24,600 

41,428 

Fusils - * - - Do. 

980 

1,678 

Pistols - - - Do. Prs. 

5,500 

12.937 

Swords and Pikes - - - « Do. *• 

5,340 

3,358 

Sheathing and Cartridge Paper - - . Cases 

385 

808 

Stationery and Books - - - - Do. 

697 

19,507 

Turnery, Sponge, Staves, &c. - - - Packages 

429 

3,676 

Furniture for the Government House at St. Helena 


496 

Metals, Copper - - - - Tons 

1,470 

167.958 

Iron - - - - - Xk). 

1,419 

18,629 

Lead - - - • - Do. 

1,095 

26,815 

Tin . - - - Cwt. 

12 

47 



696,556 


Acc* Gen*’* Office, East India House, 
28 th February 1821 . 


Errors excepted. 


CHA* CARTWRIGHT, 
Acc* Gen^ 
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No. 6. 

Ak account of the Quantity of Woollens exported by the East India 
Company to China, for the Year 1820-21. 


Broad Cloth 

- • - ’ Pieces 

12,171 

Long Ells 

Do. 

125,400 

Camlets, &c. &c. 

- - “ Do. 

a 

19,830 


Total Pieces - . - 

157,401 

A. ■ - 


Arc* General's Office, East India House, 
28th February 1821. 


Errors excepted. 

CHA* CARTWRIGHT, 
Acc* Gen>. 


No. 7. 

An ACCOUNT "of the Quantity and Value of All Manufactubes 
(exclusive of Woollens) exported by the East India Company and their 
Officers to China, for the Year 1820-21. 


Copper - - - 

Weight, Tons 

Nil. 


Iron - - - - 

• 

Do. 

702 

8.465 

Lead - - - - 

Do. 

600 

13,580 

Velvet - - - 

Pieces 

406 

1,560 

• Cottons - - - - 

Do. 

4,509 

3,365 

Stores, ike. for Supra-cargoes 


- 

1,863 




28,833 


Mem. — ^I'he Value of Manufactures exported by the Officers of the East India Coatrany 
cannot be given until the Loading of the Ships of the present Season shall nave 
been coiapleted. 

• 

Arc‘ General’s Office, East India House, Errors excepted. 

28th February 1821. • CHA* CARTWRIGHT, 

Acc‘ Gen*. 
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[[Apfl6iidi>li M. 8^10* 


No. 8. 

An account of the Prime Cost and Quantity of Raw Silk exporte\j[ 
from the Rbrt ofCanfon'By the East India Compahy, for the Year 


• 


Quantily. 

Prime Cost. 

ILis. 

^ 98,240. 


East India House, ^ Errors excepted. CH A* CARTWRIGHT, 

‘J8th February 1821. Acc‘ Gen'. 


No. 9. 

An account of the Prime Cost and Qiiantitv of Tea exported from 
the Port of Canton by the East India (.\>inpany, for the Year J819-~0. 


Quantity. 



Frliiie Cf)^^. 

ll». 2K,47f>,‘231. 



,L' 

East India House, 

28th February 1821. 

JCrror.s except etl. 

Cl I A' Cy\RT\ri{ltiin, 
Acc (ien'. 


No. 10. 

An AfcCOUNT of the Quantity of British Ma NUFACTURKs annually 
imported by the East India Comjiany into the Port of (Canton, for the 
Year 1819-20; specifying particularly the Quantities of Woollens and 


Cottons imported. 

m 



Broad Clotiis 

Eont^ Ells 

Enibossed Ditto 
Worleys 

Camlets 


- Cloths 

- Pieces " 

■ 8,814 

120,()40 

E800 

4,000 

15,000 


Total Woollens 

Pieces 

* 

150,254 

iiritisk Iron 

JL#ead 

Medicines 

■ - ■ A ■■ ■ . 

- 

- Tons 

- Case 

548 

670 

1 

• 

lAt^t Hbase, 

28th Febrhkry 1821. 

Errors excepted. • 

CHA* CARTWRIGH'I', 
Acc* Gen'. 
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No. 11. 

An ACX^OUNT of tlie Qi;antitiks of British Manufactures exported to 
our Indian Possessions for tlie Year 1.S19--0 ; specilying particularly the 
(Quantities and Value of Woollens and Cottons. 


• 

Quantify, 

Amount. 

Hroad C'lutli, X - - - - Pieces 

iLAV2 

di 

196,071 

Eon^ Klls. > Woollens - - - Do. 

2.0,O7.> 

70,424 

Cainlt Is, ike. 1 » _ - - Do. 

2,427 

8,228 

Cotton - - - _ - Do. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Anchors, Grapiials, Moorine; (’luiins - - » Number 

25 

392 

liiitter and Clieese - - . - Packaj^e.s 

• 28 

183 

PiCor, Ale, umlt'yder - - - - i)o. 

80 

461 

Buntin - - - - - Bales 

J 4 

564 

Bra/iery, Tronmt misery, Tin Ware, Cutlery, Pewter, Forge 

Bellows, Time Glasses, Nc. Nc, _ _ _ l*ac‘kages 

1,K1(! 

14,918 

Blocks, Oars, Masts, Sjiars, Boat Timbers, Planks, Ac. 

117 

565 

Canvass - Bales 

01 

4,8.94 

Cordage - - - _ Tons 

8.4 

3,459 

Carts, Barrows, AVheels, Ploughs, Ammuiiilion Carriages, Ac. 

- 

.5,422 

Cdotliing for Soldiers and Sailors, Shoes, I lammocks, Ac. Paclcagi*s 

:m2 

17M24 

Accoutrements - ^ . - C’ases 

614 

6,985 

Fire Engines, ITosc Eeather, Ac. - - - Do. 

65 

4, 1 57 

Glass A\'ari;, Earthen Ware, A\"indi>w Glass, Ac. Ac. - D«i. 

84 

636 

(i unpowder and (i unpowder Barrels - - Barrels 

2,5U1 

7,512 

1 laberdasherv. Hosiery, and Huts _ - - (Jascs 

9 

o49 

Hospital Stores, viz. Surgtu)ns Instruments, Dint, Trusses, 

"J'in and (il.iss Ware, Pew ter, Ac. Ac. - - Df). 

178 

8,863 

Lines and Tw’ine, and SlowiVIatcIi _ . . Casks, Ac. 

45 

576 

Lead Pipe, 8heel Lead, and Plumbers Stores - - i^ickages 

00 

1,912 

liinen Bales 

9 

720 

Mathematical 1 n.--truments - - - ('ast‘s 

24 

2,464 

INlusical 1 instruments - - - - Do. 

11 

3,186 

Musijnei Furniture and Materials for Small Arms, Acn - Do. 

124 

4,474 

Ordnance, Brass ^ - - - - Number 

244 

9,920 

Iron - - - - Do. 

S‘2 

4,127 

Oil: nan’s Stores, Linseed Oil, Sotip, Starch, Painters 

Colours, Bed Lead, Ac. _ _ - Packages 

1,014 

6,1,94 

Shot aiul Shells 

- 

1 o , / 8 

Saddlery and Harness - - - - ( -a^^es 

70 

2,863 

' Small Arms, viz. Miisquets - Number 

24,600 

41,428 

Fusils - - • - ' Do. 

oso 

l>678 

Ih’slols » - - Do. Pails 

5,500 

12,947 

Swords and Pikes - * - - Do. 

5,440 

3,458 

Sheathing and Cartridge Pa])cr * “ • ^ 

485 

808 

StaHonery and P>ooks . _ „ - Do. 

607 

19,507 

Turnery, Sponge, Staves, Ac. . _ - Do. 

429 

4,676 

Fnmit.nre ttu’ the (iovernment Housi* at ^*t. ILdena - Do, 

- 

496 

Metals, Copper - Tons 

1,470 

167,958 

Iron - - ... Do. 

1,119 

18,629 

Lead - - - - ~ Do. 

J ,095 

26,815 

Tin > - - ... Cbvt. 

12 

47 

• 

i 

£ 

696,556 


Mem . — This Account comprehends only the Exports nuide by the East India Company. 


Acc‘ Gen*’" OtVice> East India House. 
^8lh Februarv 18‘J]. 


Errors excepted. 


( HA> CARinVlUGIIT, 

Acc^ CJeid. 
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No. 12, 

Die Vetieris, lO’ Fcbruarii 1821. 

Ordered, by the Lords Spiiitiial and Temporal in Parliament assembled. 
That there be laid before this House an Account of the Value and Amount 
of the Cargoes imported into Canton, anti the Tonnage cmj)loyed annually 
in the Country Trad between the diflerent Ports of British India and 
Canton, specifying particidarly the Quantities and Value of Haw Cotton 
and Opium, in the Year 1819-20. 

(Signeil) HENRY COVVPER, 

Dc|). Clcr. I’arliainentor. 


The above Order of the Right IJonourable the Lords Spiritual anti 
Temporal cannot be complied with, the Particulars of the 
Country Trade with China for the Year 1819-20 not having 
been received at this House. 

East India Plousf, JOS. 'J'lJOMl’SON. 

the 21st February 1821. 


No. 18. 

Die Verieris, Kf Febrnarii 1821. 

Ordered, by the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament assembled, 
I'hat there be laid before this House an .Account of tiie Quantity of Tonnage 
annually employed by the Americans in their Trade witli the Port of" Canton 
in the Year 1819-20; also a Statement of the Value ami Amount of the 
Bullion and Cargoes imjtorted by them in the same Period ; and also an 
Account of the Quantity and Value of Teas ex[)orted hy the Americans in 
the same Period ; specifying the Quantity exported by tliem diject for the 
United States, and that shipped diiect for .Eufo])e. 

(Signed) HENRY COWPER, 

Dip. C Icr. Parliamentor. 


The above Order of the Right Honourable the I.ords Sjjiritual and 
Temporal cannot be complied with, the Particulars of the 
American Trade with China for the Year 1819-20 not having 
been received at this House. 


India House, 
the 2l8tl‘''ebrusry 1821. 


JOS. THOMPSON. 
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No. 1. 

A N A C C O U N T 

OE ALL 

GOODS OF THE i*KODUc:E OF THE EAST INDlEsS AND CHINA, 

IMPOKTEl) INTO 

GKEAT BRITAIN DURING EACH OF THE LAST SIX YEARS ; 


ilie Quantity and V^alue of the princijml Articles import ccl, and stating the Imports by 
tlie East India (a)inpany distinct and M'|)«aratc troin tlic Free Trade. 
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APPENDIX N 


No. 1 .— An account of all Goods of the Produce of the East Indies and China imported 

of the principal Articles imported, and stating the Imports by 


SPECIES OF MERCHANDIZE IMPORTED. 


Borax - - , 

Caniphire 

Cassia Lignea 

Cinnamon 

Cloves 

Coffee 

Cotton Wool 

Gum Lac of all Sorts 

Indigo 

Mace - - - 

Mother of Pearl Shells 
Nutmegs 
Pepper 

Piece Goods, viz. Calicoes 

Muslins 

i NaiHpiin Cloths 

— Prohibitcrl 

Rhubarb - • - 

Rice 

Sago 

Salt Petre 

Silk, Raw, of Bengal 

— — of Cbina 

Sugar' 

Tea - - - 

Turmeric 

Other Articles 



Rates 

of 

Valuation. 

t 

I’hc East India 
Company. 



£ 

s. 

d. 

• 



- 

0 

0 

7 

lbs. 

- 

- 


0 

o 

10 

lbs. 

- 


- 

0 

I 

(i 

lbs. 

- 

- 

- 

0 

a 

t; 

lbs. 

273,559 

• 

- 

0 

4 

0 

lbs. 

250,374 

- 

- 

r> 

5 

0 

Cwts. 

4,389 

- 

- 

0 

0 

10 

lbs. 

365,691 

- 

- 

0 

1 

(> 

lbs. 

9,542 

- 

- 

(1 

0 

0 

lbs. 

- 

- 

- 

1 

:> 

0 

lbs. 

100,739 


-• 

0 

1 

2 

lbs. 

- 

- 

- 

0 

i.') 

0 

lbs. 

289,040 

• 

- 

*0 

0 

0 

lbs. 

998,109 

- 

- 

0 


0 

Pieces 

836,880 

- 


1 

10 

0 

Pieces 

40,897 

« . 

- 

0 

0 

c 

l^ieecs 

182,849 


- 

(f 

i; 

(i 

Pieces 

365,141 

- 

- 

0 


0 

Iks. 

- 

- 

, ' 

1 

• 0 

0 

Cwts. 

- 

- 


0 

0 

4 

lbs. 

- 

- 

- 

:i 


0 

Cwts. 

146,505 

- 

1 

. 1 

0 

, 0 

lbs. 

844,961 

- 

- 

1 

8 

0 

lbs. 

138,326 

- 

- 

1 2 

2 

0 

Cwts. 

40,241 . 


- 

0 

3 

3 

lbs. 

21,303,758 






« 


- 

« 

0 

0 

6 

lbs. 

- 

- 

. 

Valued at 


.. 


Total Value of East India and China Produce imported into Great Britain in the Year ending 
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APPENDIX N. 


into Great Britain, during cacli of the last Six Years; specifying the Quantity and Value 
the East India Company distinct and separate from the Free Trade. 


Year ending />th January 1815. 


QUANTITIES IMPORTED. 


VALUE THEREOF, 

Calculated at the Kates inserted in First Column, 


'J'radc, 

ini’lii'JiiK! 

TIu' Pnvilc;/v Track*. 

TOTAL. 

By 

1 he Ea.st India 

C'omprmv. 

Free Trade, 
incliidinf^ 

'I’hc Privilege Trade. 

TOTAT.. 


. 

t£ 

a. 

(L 

£ 

t. 

tL 

£ 

A. 

(/. 

G0,5G1 

‘60,561 

- 



1,766 

1 

3 

1,700 

7 

3 

3GG,Gd‘J 

300,042 

- 


> 

31,940 

19 

K 

51,010 

10 

0 

17D,!fG:? 

170,00:3 

- 


- 

1 : 3,497 

4 

6 

13,407 

4 

0 

3,5(55 

277,121 

88,906 

13 

0 

LI 38 

12 

6 

90,065 

6 

i) 

43,507 

203,081 

50,074 

10 

0 

8,721 

8 

0 

58,796 

4 

0 

81.41- 

85,831 

23,042 

5 

0 

427,570 

10 

0 

450,612 

13 

0 

2,073,3:12 

3,010,023 

13,278 

13 

10 

111,388 

16 

8 

120,607 

12 

G 

423.078 

133,220 

715 

13 

0 

31.925 

17 

0 

32,011 

10 

0 

0,800,01s 

C,80G,C18 

- 


- 

2,041,985 

8 

0 

2 , 041, on.") 

8 

0 

5,140 

103,870 

125,923 

15 

0 

6,425 

0 

0 

132,:518 

13 

0 

1,51, lO,') 

151,10.5 

- 


- 

8,814 

9 

0 

8,814 

9 

0 

35,003 

324,045 

216,780 

0 

0 

2(3,703 

15 

0 

213,483 

13 

0 

5,538,100 

0,330,273 

37,429 

1 

9 

207,681 

1 

6 

243,110 

6 

3 

67,211 

0 :; 1,001 ' 

047,010 

0 

0 

50,408 

5 

0 

608,318 

5 

0 

2,000 

42,000 

01,:343 

10 

0 

3,013 

10 

0 

04,350 

0 

0 

600,404 

78:3,233 

30,283 

9 

0 

165,111 

2 

0 

213,:394 

11 

0 

83,270 

448,411 

319,498 

» — 

/ 

• ^ 

72,861 

5 

0 

302,350 

12 

6 

22,834 

22,834 

- 


- 

2,283 

8 

0 


8 

0 

142,814 

• 142,814 



- 

142,814 

0 

0 

142,814 

0 

0 

41,030 

41,030 

- 


- 

684 

6 

4 

084 

G 

4 

1:35 

140,040 

476.141 

5 

0 

438 

15 

0 

470,580 

u 

0 

120,453 

005,4.14 

814,961 

0 

0 

120.453 

0 

0 

905,41 1 

0 

0 

12,303 

150,020 

» •193,050 

8 

0 

17,224 

4 

0 

210,880 

12 

0 

9,608 

49,840 

84,500 

2 

0 

20,176 

16 

0 

1.04.682 

18 

0 

1,806,702 

26,110,350 

3,949.300 

13 

G 

^ 203,603 

14 

0 

4,242,964 


0 

535,642 

533,642 

- 


- 

13,391 

1 

0 

« 

43,391 

i 

0 

- 

. 

41,849 

• 

4 

5 

219,849 

2 

1 

261,698 

0 

0 

the 6th January 181 

3 - e£ 

7,227,663 

0 

0 

4,061,892 

0 

0 

11,289,555 

0 

0 


(jD 


fM.) 




( 454c ) 


[Appendix N. 1. 


No. K — An Account of all Goods of the Produce of the East Indies and China 





1 15,794 
630,8.55 


191,895 


:i, 923,1 41 


Total Value of East India and China Product inij)orted into Great Britain in the Year endinj 
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imported into Great Britain during each of the last Si-t Years— coniwued. 


Year ending 5th January 1810. 


QUANTITIES 


imported. 


VALUE THEREOF, 

Calculated at the Rates inserted in First Coluinn. 


Fnn- Trade, 
iiuluding 

'riiu I’fivilcgo Trade. 

TOTAL. 

By 

The E«8t lndi.i 

Company. 

Free Trade, 
including 

The l^ivilege 'ITaHe. 

TOTAX 





£ 

ft. 

d. 

£ 

.V. 

d. 

£ 

5. 

(/. 

253,239 

253,239 

- 


- 

7,386 

2 

9 

7,386 

(> 

9 

'Z(>-6,b'A 

2721,958 

2,321 

1 

4 

37,339 

13 

(i 

39,000 

14 

4 

dOfi.SHO 

406,880 

- 


- 

30,516 

0 

0. 

30,510 

0 


2,549 

.'!S1,.'’.90 

123,190 

5 

6 

828 

8 

6 

124,018 

14 

0 

80,251 

782,446 

140,439 

0 

0 

16,050 

4 

0 

156,489 

4 

0 

231,032 

237,51.’;! 

34,077 

15 

0 

1,21.2,918 

0 

0 

1,246,995 

15 

0 

7.170,304 

7,177.327 

42 

12 

G 

299,012 

13 

4 

299,055 

5 

10 

l,'J(lfi,S!l8 

1,2()6,S9S 

- 


- 

90,517 

7 

0 

90,517 

7 

0 

5,543,852 

5,5 13,852 

- 


- 

1,603,155 

12 

0 

1,663,155 

12 

0 

4,815 

250,938 

315,216 

5 

0 

6,018 

15 

0 

321,235 

0 

0 


461,439 

- 


- 

27,092 

5 

6 

27,092 

5 

6 

119,710 

71.3, 909 

■108,100 

10 

{) 

89,809 

10 

0 

557,970 

0 

0 

10,748,502 

12,835,242 

7vS,250 

10 

0 

403,071 

1 

6 

481,321 

ll 

6 

299.403 

962,656 

497,439 

15 

0 

224,552’ 

5 

0 

721,992 

0 

0 

0,205 

32,266 

• 39,091 

10 

0 

9,307 

D 

0 

48,399 

0 

0 

687,949 

896,797 

57,433 

4 

0 

189,185 

10 

6 

240,0 1!» 

3 

6 

255,512 

469,867 

1 87,560 

12 

6 

223,573 

0 

0 

411,133 

12 

6 

37,955 

37,955 

- 

1 


3,795 

10 

0 

3,795 

10 

0 

19,945 

21,291 

i,:i46 

0 

0 

19,945 

0 

0 

2HL’91 

0 

0 

248,853 

248,853 

• 

- 


- 

4,147 

11 

0 

4,117 

11 

0 

25,325 • 

111,119 

! 376,330 

• 

10 

0 

82,306 

5 

0 

458,030 

15 

0 

230,524 

861,379 

030.855 

0 

0 

230,524 

0 

0 

801,379 

0 

0 

21,234 

216,129 

272,853 

0 

0 

29,727 

12 

0 

302,580 

12 

■ 0 

117,317 

125,639 

ir,476 

4 

0 

246,365 

11 

0 

203,841 

18 

0 

1,679,073 

25,602,214 

3,887,510 

H 

3 

272,849 

7 

3 

1,160,«59 

15 

6 

1,292,211 

1,292,211 

- 


- 

32,305 

,5 

6 

32,305 

5 

{>■ 



24,535 

16 

u 

317,158 

• 

8 

2 

. .341,091 

5 

1 

the 5tb J anuary 1816 - ^ 

• 

7 , 154,130 

0 

0 

5,769,459 

0 

0 

12,9'.’3.589 

(1 

9 
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No. 1.— An account of all Goods of the Produce of the East Indies and China 


SPECIKS or MEllCHANDIZE IMl’OUTEI). 

A 

Rales 

of 

Yal nation. 


[ iic J JM infJi.i 

Cl ltd [1 iiiv. 



£ 

s. 

(1. 



Borax , _ - - - 

- 

0 

0 

7 

ll-s. 

. 

Cumphire > - ----- 


0 

!•> 

10 

lbs. 

- 

Cassia Lignea - - - ► - 

- 

0 

1 

6 

lbs. 

- 

Cinnamon - - - - - ’ 


U 

(i 

6 

lbs. 

.381,031 

Clo\’os ‘ 

- 

if 

4 

0 

lbs. 

288,(;!)5 

Cofrl-e ------ 

- 


b 

0 

Cwt^i. 

9,952 

(’dtion Wool - - - - ■ - 

- 

0 

0 

10 

lbs. 

473, 176 

Gum Luc of all SorLs - - - - 

- 

0 

1 

0 

lbs. 

0,3 71*^ 

Indigo - “ - - - - - 

- 

0 

() 

0 

lb^. 


Mace - - - - - - 

- 

1 

5 

0 

lbs. 

29,610 

Mother of Pearl Shells - - - - - 

- 

0 

1 

’) 

lbs. 

- 

Nutmegs ----- 

- 

0 

15 

0 

lbs. 

3(;2,04.''i 

Pepper ------ 

- 


0 

9 

lbs. 

4,77>4,34;> 

Piece Goods, viz. Calicoes ----- 

- 

0 

1 j 

0 Pieces. 

803,2 11 

Muslins - - “ 

- 

1 

W 

0 

Pieces. 

17,133 

— Nanquin Cloths 

- 

0 

5 

6 Pieces. 

233,389 

Prohihited - - 



17 

(i 

Pieces. 

160,902 

Rhubarb 

- 

(1 

<> 

0 

lbs. 

- 

Rice - - “ ' " 

- 

] 

0 

0 

Cwts. 

- 

^ # 

Sago ----- 

- 

0 

0 

4 

lbs. 

- 

Sail Petre - - - 

- 

3 

5 

0 

Cwts. 

91,397 

Silk, Raw, of Bengal _ - . - - _ 

- 

1 

0 

0 

lbs. 

348,833 

of China - - - - 


1 

8 

0 

lbs. 

48,323 

Sugar - ' - - - - „ 

-* 

o 

2 

0 

Cwts. 

6,442 

Tea - - ... - 


0 

3 

3 

lbs. 

33,912,322 

Turmeric - - 

- 

0 

0 

6 

lbs. 

- 

Other Articles - - ' - . - 

- 

A^alued at 


- 

- 


Total Value ol East India and China Produce imported into Great Britain in the Year ending 
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imported into Great Britain, during each of the last Six Years — continued. 


Yeah ending 5th January 1817- 


UUANTITJES 

IMPOllTED. 

VALUE THEREOF, 

Calculated at the Kates instrled in First Column. 

Free 'Prade 
iucluding 

The Privilege 'J'rade. 

TOTAL. 

By 

The East India 

Cowjpanv. 

Flee Trade, 
incliuiing 

Tlic Privilege Tr.ide. 

TOTAL. 



£ 

s. 

(L 


S. 

cL 


.V. 

d. 

412,811 

-Ml’.Stl 

- 



12,016 

3 

11 

12,916 

3 

11 

2;u,29r> 


- 


- 

32,76(i 

18 

8 

32,766 

18 

8 


‘ Hlit.fltiG 

- 


- 

63,747 

0 

0 

63,747 

9 

0 

:u,72s 


125,102 

11 

(i 

10;{M 

12 

• 0 

135,414 

3 

G 


378,11 1 

57,730 

0 

0 

17,883 

16 

0 

75,622 

0 

0 

lo7,l (i8 

167,120 

52,218 

0 

0 

8'25,I32 

0 

0 

8,;73,380 

0 

0 

(i,4{)7,3 14 

C,!)72,79(l 

10,811 

10 

0 

270,721 

8 

4 

200,532 

18 

4 

1 1 

864,222 

703 

7 

0 

64,113 

6 

0 

64,816 

13 

0 

7,2 17,227 

7,217,227 

- 


- 

2,174,168 

2 

0 

2,174,168 

2 

0 


38,825 

37,02;i 

15 

0 

1 1 ,507 

10 

0 

4 8, .631 

5 

0 

401,S‘)7 

401,807 

' 


- 

2.3,068 

10 

10 

2;(,'I68 

19 

10 

3,:»oi 

365,5 16 

2/1 ,5.;, 3 

15 

0 

2,625 

15 

0 

27 1,150 

10 

0 

7,231,310 

1 ] ,085,655 

178,287 

18 

0 

271,174 

(} 

6 

449,462 

J 

3 

101,070 

i 057,100 

611,108 

5 

0 

76,48 1 

5 

0 

717,892 

10 

0 

3.630 

21,105 

26,182 

10 

0 

5,475 

0 

0 

31,657 

10 

0 

161,061 

306, 15;; 

1 

61,731 

10 

6 

44.202 

12 

0 

109,024 

11 

6 

):)7,oo3 

;! 17.007 

1 10,780 

5 

0 

1 

13r,370 

7 

6 

278,168 

12 

6 

81,403 

81,103 

- 



8,1 10 

6 

0 

8,149 

6 

0 

2,11.1 

•2,\ If) 

- 

• 

- 

2,115 

0 

0 

2,115 

0 

0 

727,182 

727,181.’ 

‘ 



12,110 

14 

0 

12,119 

14 

0 

(i:),268 

• IfiO.GOr. 

297,040 

5 

0 

225,121 

0 

0 

522,161 

5 

0 

415,810 

761,66;.; 

318,853 

0 

0 

415,810 

• 

0 

0 

764,663 

0 

0 

40,662 

88,087 

67,655 

0 

0 

56,926 

16 

0 

121,581 

16 

0 

120,760 

1 127,202 

13,.528 

4 

0 

253,506 

0 

0 

267,124 

4 

0 

2,322,058 

36,23 1,380 

. Ti,5 10,752 

6 

6 

377, 3;M 

8 

6 

5,888,086 

15 

0 

725,810 

725,810 

- 


- 

18,145 

o 

0 

. KS,145 

5 

0 

- 


1,021 

7 

0 

280,026 

2 

!) 

291,847 

10 

6 

the 5lh January 1817 • - £ 


0 

0 

5,703’912 

0 

• 

0 

13,559,221 

0 

0 
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Rates 

SPECIES QF MERCHANDIZE IMPORTED. 

of 

1 

Valuation. 


By 

I’hp East India 
Company. 


Borax 

Camphire - • - 

Cassia Lignea 

Cinnamon - - - 

Cloves 

Coflfec . - - 

Cotton Wool 
Gum Lac of all Sorts 
1 ndigo 

Macc - . - 

Mother of Pearl Shells 
Nutmegs 

Pepper - - - 

Piece Goods, viz. Calicoes 

Muslins 

■ — Nanquin Cloths 

Prohibited 

Rhubarb 

Rice ... 
Sago 

Salt Petre - - - 

Silk, Raw, of Bengal 

of Chinn 

Sugar 

Tea - - , 

Turmeric 

Other Articles 


1 

6 

lbs. 

- 

6 

fi 

lbs. 


4 

0 

lbs. 

278,070 

5 

0 

Cwts. 

b2,279 

0 

10 

lbs. 

1,097,100 

1 

0 

lbs. 

- 

r> 

0 

lbs. 

- 


0 

lbs. 

71,880 

1 

.) 

lbs 

- 

L) 

0 

lbs. 

.327,009 

0 

<J 

lbs. 

l.HaO,'j25 

lo 

0 

Pieces. 

"yC.M.'f 

10 

0 

Pieces. 

9,004 

T) 

(i 

Pieees. 

220,097 

17 

f) 

Pieces. 

191,971 

o 

0 

Ib.s. 

- 

0 

0 

Cwts. 

- 

0 

4 

lbs. 

- 

5 

0 

Cwts. 

88,349 

0 

0 

lbs. 

405,815 

y 

0 

lbs. 

65,977 

o 

0 

Cwts. 

16,705 


:i 

lbs. 

29,353,441 

0 

6 

lbs. 

- 

cd at 


- 

- 


lotal Value of East India and China Produce imported into Great Britain in the Year ending 






Appendix N. i.] 


( 459 ) 


imported into Great Britain* during each of the last Six Years — continued. 


Ykaii ending 5lli Jandarv ISIS. 


QUANT1TIE.S IMPOUJEU. 


Free Trade, 
•icludiiig the Privilege 


VALUE THEREOF, 

Calculated at tlic Rates inserted in First Columil. 


By 

Tlte East India 
Ctuiipaiiy. 


Free T rade, 
incliwling 

'I'he Privilege Trade. 


TOTAL, 


489,940 

48!>,!)40 

58,266 

391,8 49 

3,12 4 

281,203 

59,632 

121,9)1 

29,445,328 

31,142,428 

1,297.736 

1,297,736 

5,002,08!! 

5,002,089 

10,261 

82,141 

262,787 

262,787 

38,275 

365,28 1 

2.240,808 

4,071,733 


- 


1 

25,309 

12 

- 


- 

36,745 

10 

108,424 

9 

6 

18,926 

9 

55.615 

16 

0 

624 

16 

326,!Ki4 

15 

0 

313,068 

0 

70,712 

10 

0 

1,226,888 

13 

- 


- 

97,330 

4 

_ 



1,500,626 

14 


68,659 

13 

5.52,714 

15 

14,496 

0 

62,341 

13 

167,974 

12 


14,956 

10 

1,326 

0 

92,820 

9 

142,075 

11) 

10,487 

6 

101,589 

0 

9,206 

14 


25,309 

12 0 

36,715 

10 0 

127,350 

18 6 

56,240 

12 0 

640,032 

15 0 

1,297,601 

3 4 


1,500,620 14 


152,68!) 19 

507,671 5 

15, 


9,206 14 


555.0(i:{ ' 


109,128 

1 25^,893 

2,113,632 

31,167,073 


229,168 J6 


144,713 16 


,113,399 


5th January 1818 


5,097,748 0 0 


12,459,550 0 0 
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[Appendix N. 1- 


No. 1 .— An account of all Goods of the Produce of the East Indies and China 


SPECIES OF MERCHANDIZE IMPORTED. 


Rates 

of 

Valuation. 


£ 

s. 

d. 


Borax 

0 

0 

7 

lbs. 

Camphirc -------- 

0 

2 

10 

lbs. 

Cassia Lignca - - « ^ - 

0 

1 

b 

lbs. 

Cinnamon -------- 

0 

{') 

0 

lbs. 

Cloves 

0 

1 

(1 

lbs. 

Coffee 

u 

0 

0 

Cwts. 

Cotton Wool - - . . . 

0 

10 

0 

lbs. 

Gum Lac of all Sorts - - . - - 

0 

i 

(j 

lbs. 

Indigo ------ 

0 

0 

0 

lbs. 

Mace - - - . - _ 

1 


0 

lbs. 

Mother of Pearl Shells ^ - 

0 

1 

o 

Ib.s. 

Nutmegs - - - . . - 

0 

1 0 

0 

lbs. 

Pepper 

0 

0 

1) 

lbs. 

Piece Good<, viz. Calicoes 

0 

i:> 

0 

Pieces. 

Muslins - - - _ 

1 

10 

0 

Pieces. 

Nanquin Cloths - - _ . _ 

0 

r> 

() 

Pieces. 

Prohibited ' - 

u 

17 

(i 

Pieces. 

Rhubarb 

0 

o 

u 

lbs. 

Rice 

1 

0 

0 

Cwts. 

Sago -------- 

0 

0 

1 

lbs. 

Salt Petre 


0 

0 

Cwts. 

Silk, Raw, of liengal - - - . . 

- 1 

0 

0 

Ib.s. 

— — of China - - - . , 

1 

1 

H 

0 

lbs. 

Sugar 

1 

-i - 

1) 

0 

Cwts. 

Tea - , . ... 

0 


>3 

lbs. 

Turmeric 

0 

0 

() 

lbs. 

Other Articles ----- 

Valued 

at 

- 


1 lie East India 
Company. 


i,r.i() 


(iSS,!).‘. I 
10 , 7 ( 1(1 


‘j'j!),(i(i;i 


fi2,72G 

64H,4C8 

.05,599 

19,aX5 

19,847,594 


Total Value of East India and Cliiua Produce imported into Great IsViiain in the Year ending 
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imported into Great Briiain, during each of the laat Six Hems— ^ continued. 


Yeak ending 5th January 1819. 


, 

QUANTITIES IMPORTED. ^ , . VALUE THER 




VALUE THEREOF, 


Calculated at the Rates inserted in First Column. 

By 

JhVfe Tradf 


The East India 

including 

TOTAL. 

Company. 

The Privilege Trade. 




182,870 7 0 

2,008 19 0 

7.927 10 0 

:i32 \'\ 2 


10,107 10 0 

43,515 o' 0 

102,139 0 3 

510.713 5 0 

10,050 0 0 

57,750 0 0 

200,955 2 0 


8,209 15 6 

32,331 9 

14,101 7 

533 (J 


2,818,948 18 

123,551 9 

1/) 19,010 12 

990 0 

13,31!) 0 

1,101 J5 
119.573 10 

118,227 15 

2,553 0 

54,820 19 

180,519 10 


£ 

8,209 

j. 

15 

32,331 

9 

14,164 

7 

183,403 

7 

2,068 

19 

95,880 

15 

2,819,281 

12 

123,551 

9 

1,649,610 

12 

11,157 

10 

13,349 

0 

44,076 

15 

221,712 

10 

634,941 

0 

18,603 

0 

112,570 

19 

381,474 

12 





10,39j 

2 0 

10,395 

2 

■ 


- 

323.282 

0 0 

323,282 

0 

- 


- 

1-1,‘130 

8 4 

14,430 

8 

^03,859 

10 

0 

201,126 

5 0 

404,985 

15 

648,468 

0 

0 

322,662 

10 0 

971,130 

10 

77,838 

12 

0 

127,790 

12 0 

205,029 

4 

• 41,653 

10 

0 

299,373 

18 0 

341,027 

8 

3,062,734 

0 

6 

197,9-16 

15 6 

3,260.680 

16 


5,192,804 0 5 


,098,650 12 5 


19,141 7 

373,764 S 6 


12,291,454 12 10 














( 462 ) 


[Aj^ndix N. 1 


No. 1.— An account of all Goods of the Produce of the Bast Indies and China 


SPECIES OF MEECHANDIZE IMPORTED. 

Rates 

of 

Valuation. 

» 


By 

The F.ist India 
Company. 



je 

5 . 

d. 



Borax ----- 

- 

0 

0 

•n 

/ 

lbs 

- 

Camphire 

- 

0 

2 

JO 

lbs. 

- 

Cassia Lignea 

- 

0 

1 

G 

lbs. 

- 

Cinnamon ------ 

- 

0 

0 

G 

Ihs, 

;i88,.^00 

Cloves ------ 

- 

0 

4 

0 

lbs. 

- 

Coffee ------ 

- 

f) 

0 

0 

(’Wts. 

. 

Cotton W^ool ----- 

- 

0 

(1 

10 

lbs. 


Gum Lac of all Sorts _ - . .. 


n 

1 

G 

lbs. 


Indigo - - - - - * 


{j 

h 

0 

1))S. 


Mace ----- - 


1 


0 

lbs. 

- 

Mother of Pearl Shells - _ . - - 


0 

J 

- 

lbs. 

-■ 

Nutmegs - , - - - 


0 

j:» 

0 

Ib.s. 

172,;.TS 

Pep])er - - - - - - 

- 

0 

0 

9 

lbs. 

‘A 102, SOS 

Piece Goods, viz. Calicoes - - - . 

- 

0 

1 

0 

Pieces 

(iih.rtis 

Muf-lins - - - ‘ ~ 

- 

I 

JO 

0 

Pieces 

1,2M 

Nanquin Cloths ^ - 

- 

0 

o 

G 

Pieces 

101,700 

— Prohibited . - - 

- 

0 

i; 

G 

l*ieee> 

2\:iA77 

Rhubarb 

- 

0 

»> 

0 

ll)S. 

- 

Rice ----- _ ^ 

- 

J 

0 

0 

Cwts. 

- 

Sago 

- 

0 

0 

1 

lbs. 

- 

Salt Petre - - - - 

- 

:i 

.) 

0 

(\vts. 

Hr>,755 

Silk, Raw, of Bengal - - . . 


1 ‘ 

0 

0 

lbs. 

050,850 

of China ----- 

i 

! 1 

:> 

0 

lbs. 

dS,004 

Sugar ------ 

- 

o 

I 

2 

(; 

Cwts. 

2I,,S50 

Tea ------ 

- 

0 


*} 

o 

lbs. 

22,431,251 

Turmeric - - . - - . 

- 

0 

0 

C) 

lbs. 

- 

Other Articles - - - - - 

• 

- 

Valued 

at 

- 

- 

Total Value of East India and China Produce 

imported into Great Britain 

in the Year ending 


Custom House* London, 
10th Julv 1820. 
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mported into Great Britain, during each of the last Six Years— *coR(i 7 )t(fd. 


Year ending 5th January 1820. 


QUANTITIES IMPORTED. 


VALUE THEREOF, 

Calculated at the Rates inserted in First Column. 


Free T ra ^e, 
including 

The Privilege 'I'nde 

TOTAL. 

By 

4'he East India 

Company. 

Free Trade, 
inclurling 

The Privilege Trade. 

TOTAL. 



£ 

a. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

(1 

818,996 

818,906 

- 


- 

23,887 

7 

8 

23,887 

7 

8 

1(16,088 

•106,038* 

- 


- 

15.022 

1 

0 

15,022 

1 

0 

338,028 

338,028 

- 


- 

25,352 

2 

0 

25,352 

2 

0 

3,71 li 

302,21 li 

126,262 

10 

0 

1,216 

19 

• 

3 

127,479 

9 

3 

3,185 

3,185 



- 

637 

0 

0 

637 

0 

0 

36,866 

36,866 

- 


- 

193,516 

10 

0 

193,546 

10 

0 

58,141,100 

58,856, 2(i I 

29,798 

7 

6 

2,422.545 

16 

8 

2,4.52,344 

4 

2 

r.'i 1,538 

75 1 ..'i ;8 

- 


- 

56,365 

7 

0 

56,365 

7 

0 

3.680,050 

3,689,050 

- 


- 

1,106.715 

0 

0 

1,106,715 

0 

0 

18, ‘.I If* 

18,218 



- 

22,810 

0 

0 

22,810 

0 

0 

225,869 

225.860 

- 


- 

13,175 

13 

10 

13,175 

13 

10 

111, ^’5 3 

193,985 

1 29,549 

15 

0 

1 5,9.'] 9 

0 

0 

145,488 

15 

0 

3,107,059 

5,299.867 

82 230 

6 

0 

116,51 1 

14 

3» 

198,745 

0 

3 

7,910 

621,618 

462,5.31 

0 

0 

5,032 

10 

0 

468,463 

10 

0 

1,-110 

5,654 

1,821 

• 

0 

0 

6,660 

0 

0 

8,481 

0 

0 

332,152 

523,852 

52,717 

10 

0 

91,341 

16- 

0 

144,059 

6 

0 

165,30 4 

408,781 

213,042 

7 

6 ; 

144,641 

0 

0 

357,683 

7 

6 

1 69,053 

169,053 

- 


- 

16,905 

c 

0 

16,905 

a 

0 

371.951 

374,951 



• 

374,95 1 

0 

0 

374,954 

0 

0 

1,265,720 

1,265,720 

1 

- 


• 

21,095 

6 

8 

21,093 

6 

8 

51,695 

137,150 

278,703 

15 

0 

168,008 

15 

0 

446,712 

10 

0 

302,958 

95.3,817 

650,8.V9 

0 

0 

302,958 

0 

0 

953,817 

0 

0 

‘ 93,321 

1 41,325 

67,205 

12 

0 

130,649 

8 

0 

197,855 

0 

0 

184,167 

205,526 

44,853 

18 

0 

386.750 

14 

0 

431,604 

12 

0 

l,3l9,159Jr 

23,750,413.1 ’ 

3*, 645,078 

15 

6 

214,363 

8 

4 

3,859,442 

3 

10 

548,191 

548,191 

- 


- 

i 13,704 

15 

6 

13,704 

15 

6 

- 

1 

7,752 

0 

0 

405,817 

. 

1 

15 

1 

413.569 

15 

1 

• 

l^e r)th January 1820 - - 

• 

5,792,405 

16 

6 

6,297.510 

6 

3 

12,089,916 

2 

9 


WILLIAM IRVING, 

ln«pector General of the Imports and Exports of Great Britain. 
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[Appendix N. 2, 


No. 2 .— An account of all Goods exported from Great Britain to the East Indies and 

principal Articles exported, and stating the Exports by the 


SPECIES OF MERCHANDIZE EXPORTED. 


Apothecary Ware 

Apparel . . _ 

Beer and Ale 

Books, Printed . . _ 

Brass 

Cabinet and Upholstery Wares 
Carriages 

Coals, &c. by Measure 

by Weight 

Cochineal « - - 

Colours for Painters 
fJopper, in Bricks and Pigs 
" ■ - ■' in Sheets and Nails 

— W''rought 

Cordage 

Calicoes, &:c. White or Plain 
■■ ■ — Primed, Chequered, &c. 

Muslins, &<’. While or Plain 

— I’rintecl, Clietpicred, ISiC. 

Fnsiian>, V\!lvet>. &e. 

Col ion and Linen mixed 
Counterpanes and Bed Quilts 
Laeo and Patent Net 
Cotton for Stitehing and Sewing 
IJo.‘^iery, viz. Stockings 

of other Sorts 

Tapes and Small \Vares 
Cotton Twist and Yarn 
Earthenware of all Sorts 
Glass - - - 

Guns and Pistols . - - 

Haberdashery and Millinery 
Hardwares and Cutlery 
Hats of all Sorts 
Iron, in Bars 
— — Bolt and Rod 
— — Cast and Wrouj^ht 
Lacc andl hread, of Gold and Silver 
Lead and Shot 
Leather and Sadlery 


= ^ 


o 


- 

- “ 

- Tuns.» H. G. 

25 0 0 

- - Cw’ts. q. lbs. 

1 0 M 

- Cwts. q. lbs. 

288 2 10 

Number 

. 

Chalds. Bus. 

451 0 

'I'ons. C. q. lbs. 


lbs. 

b 

- Cw'ts. q. 11)*=. 

4.:i9() 1 27 

- Cwts. q. lbs. 

3 10 

' Cuts. c|. Ihs. 

3 AS 1 1 

- Cwts. q. Ills. 

5,980 0 1 1 

“ Yards 

1,1 b2 

« - \ ards 

1 02,850 

- Yards 

• 

- Yards 

- 

. \ards 

5,r:^2 

- Yard^ 

- 

• Number 


- - Yards 

. 

- lbs. \vt. 

- i 

- V Dozen pr. 

212 0 

- lbs. wt. 

- - - 

Pieces 

10,000 

> Number 

25,309 


1 


1 

- Dozen. No. 

■ 407 0 

- Tons, C. q. lbs. 

0,109 I 3 6 

- Tona. C. q. Ib.s. 

23.'; 5 2 2.5 

« Cvvti. q lbs. 

13.473 3 26 

. - - lbs. oz. 

.31 6 

^ - Tons. C. q. lbs.* 

005 7 3 4 

. 

- 


By 

The East India 
Company. 
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China, during each of tlie last Six Years ; specifying the Quantity and declared Value of the 
East India Company distinct and separate from the Free Trade. 

Ykaii ending 5th January 1815. • 


Free Trade, 
including 

The rrivilcgc 'I'radc. 

TOTAL. 

• 

2,674 1 9 

2,699 1 9 

1,178 1 0 

1,179 1 11 

247 3 Ifi 

r>36 2 7 

•i:> 

45 

■16 JO 

497 10 

10 0 0 0 

10 0 0 0 

6M2H 

6j;.M 

4,773 1 10 

9,16,'; 3 9 

2,295 1 12 

27,647 0 22 

460 0 26 

808 1 27 

610 0 I'.l 

6,602 1 5 

81,476 

82,638 

426,017 

589,467 

130,770 

130,770 

7,20;. 

7,205 

4,306 

8,128 

1 

1 

56,224 

56/224 

86;. 

865 

3,931 5 

4,113 5 

- 

- 

- 

• 

8 

8 

809,918 

819,978 

340 

25,709 

3,455 11 

3,862 11 

2,414 8 2 0 

8,523 10 1 5 

404 10 0 25 

639 15 3 22 

20,260 2 7 

33,234 2 5 

455 14 

487 4 

121 0 1 14 

* 726 8 0 JB 

m.) 



By 

The Hast Tntlin 
Company. 


DECLARED VALI K THEREOF. 


Free Trade, 
'riic ]^rivile"c 'I'radc 


9,239 

14 

8 

4,(;39 

12 

434 

3 

7 

49,5.87 

12 

29 

11 

6 

21,022 

11 

:i,o 13 

2 

6 

2,181 

6 

3,107 

4 

8 

2,729 

12 

- 


- 

5,535 

C) 

2.6 IT) 

17 

0 

193 

11 

- 


- 

10 

0 

6 

6 

0 

6,134 

11 

3,359 

M 

2 

9,326 

1 

23,961 

10 

11 

31,027 

0 

165,882 

16 

11 

15,642 

18 

2,11-1 

2 

11 

3,2S2 

5 

29,938 

IJ 

0 

2,468 

0 

313 

14 

9 

10,997 

13 

15,447 

6 

3 

42,414 

9 

• 


- 

19,176 

9 

- 


- 

893 

15 

161 

6 

4 

S83 

12 


- 


- 

6,052 

17 

- 


- 

395 

13 

318 

0 

* 0 

7,984 

4 

- 


- 

1,S‘I4 

17 

1 ,208 

3 

0 

703 

1 

- 


j 

7 

0 

* 448 

G 

2 

10,299 

1 

2,983 

5 

9 

65,160 

2 

49,771 

9 

0 

2,418 

10 

27 

19 

11 

16,717 

4 

11,719. 

11 

5 

15,163 

0 

2,040 

5 

0 

10,3 11 

9 

83,344 

3 

1 

15,879 

10 

4.139 

o 

6 

5,661 

15 


3,165 11 


50,021 

16 

I 

21,052 

,5 

(i 

5,52 \ 

9 

(1 

5,89(1 

10 

8 

5.5:;.> 

2 

fi 

2,809 

8 

6 

iO 

0 

0 

6, 141 

0 

0 

12,685 

15 

2 

54,988 

10 

11 

81,525 

11 

11 

5,696 

7 

11 

32,406 

11 

. 0 

11,311 

8 

0 

57,861 

15 


19,476 

9 

4 

893 

15 

(1 

1,344 

19 

1 


52,219 

19 

16,745 

3 

26,882 

11 

12,381 

14 

129,223 

13 

9,800 

17 

55,1,53 

13 
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No. 2.— An account of all Goods exported from Great Britain 


SPECIES OF MERCHANDIZE EXPORTED. 


Linen Manufactures 

Military Stores, not otherwise described 

Musical Instruments 

Ordnance of Brass and Iron 

Plate., Plated Ware, Jewellery, and Wjitehcs 

Provisions - - - 

Quicksilver , _ - 

Silk Manufactures 

Soap and Candles 

Spirits, British 

— ' ” ■ Foreign 

Stationery - 

Steel, unwrouglit 

Sugar, refined 

Swords - - . 


Tin, un wrought 

Tin and Pewter Wares, and Tin Plates 
Wines 

f Cloths - - - 

Coatings, Duffels, &c. 
Kerseymeres 
Baizes 

Studs, viz. Camblet, Serges, &c. 
Flannel 

Blaiikets and Blanketing 
Carpets and Carpeting 
Woollens mixed with (Cotton, 8tc. 
Rugs and (/overlids 
Hosiery, viz. Stockings 

of all other Sorts 

L Tapes and Small Wares 
All other Articles 



- Tons. C. ([. lbs. 

ll)S. 

- ('wts. «]. lbs. 
Gallons 

- Gallons 

- Cwts. q. lbs. 

- Cwts. q, lbs. 

- Number 
• C.wts. (j. lbs. 

- Tuns. H. G. 

' Pieces 

- Pieces 

- Pieces 

- J^ieces 

- Pieces 
V^'lrds 
Yards 

- Yards 

- Yards 

- Number 
► Doz. Pr. 



Total Value of Exports to the East Indies and China, in the Year ending 
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to the East Indies aiul China, during each of the last Six Years—cwtlinaed. 


. Ykak ENDiNti 5tli .lANUAiiy \9i\5—contbme(i. 


QUANTITIES EXPORTED. 

DECLARED VALUE THEREOF. 

1 

Itci* rnulc, 


Bv 



Free 4'iade, 





■ 

indudiiif.', 

TOTAL. 

Till* h.M Indii 


including 


total. 


1 

The Privilege Trade. 


C'onijuny. 


4'lu; Frivilei 

,e Trat 

e. 







£ 

a. 

(/. 

£ 

.S'. 

L 

it 

h‘. 

d. 


- 

- 

17,167 

0 

3 

6,266 

14 

3 

23,433 

14 

6 


- 

- 

25,612 

11 

10 

817 

6 

0 

26,459 

17 

10 


- 

• 

1,000 

12 

7 

10,318 

18 

0 

11,319 

10 

7 



364 7 0 1 

8,373 

4 

8 * 

- 


- 

8,373 

4 

8 


- 


5 

0 

0 

13,498 

0 

3 

• 

13,503 

0 

3 


- 

- 

5,818 

4 

3 

27,173 

17 

4 

32,992 

1 

7 


jri,:R)2 

17,9212 

283 

10 

0 

2,852 

10 

0 

3,136 

0 

0 




24,5 

10 

0 

18,079 

2 

0 

18,325 

0 

0 


i!7ti 0 ; 

276 0 7 

- 


- 

1,504 

19 

0 

1,504 

19 

0 




- 


- 

2, .938 

15 

0 

2,938 

15 

0 



207,681 

3,4(19 

17 

(i 

40,606 

<) 

6 

44,016 

3) 

0 


- 

- 

24,322 

17 

o 

11,171 

8 

3 

38,194 

5 

5 


•2,m 0 10 

2,796 3 21 

1,079 

6 

3 

3,488 

10 

0 

4,567 

16 

3 


i:m ] 'J! 

134 2 21 

1 

10 

0 

806 

12 

6 

608 

2 

6 



6.162 

4,67:5 

8 

8 

172 

0 

0 

4.W45 

8 

/( 


:i 0 0 

12,;;78 3 14 

49,rt(»6 

1.5 

1 

22 

10 

0 

49,529 

5 

1 




1,301 

o 

0 

3,075 

(1 

3 

4,379 

3 

3 

, 

1,342 2 21 

1,432 0 40 

*6,270 

5 

G 

93,980 

14 

6 

100,251 

0 

0 



24,’829i 

426,290 

17 

3 

8,398 

G 

0 

434,689 

3 

3 


- 

40 

• 345 

16 

J 



- 

345 

16 

1 


1(19 

329 

1,676 

4 

6 

1,778 

10 

0 

3,454 

14 

6 


27 

68 

534 

17 

10 

252 

10 

0 

787 

7 

10 


310 

177,611 

620,154 

12 

I 

974 

0 

0 

621,428 

12 

1 


24,062 

108,412 

9,965 

8 


3,283 

11 

0 

13,248 

19 

9 


4,050 ; 

17,f60 

2,578 

9 

9 

854 

0 

0 

3,432 

9 

9 

1 

4,617 

5,576 

232 

15 

6 

1,111 

0 

0 

1,343 

15 

6 


820 

820 

# 

« 


m 

179 

15 

0 

179 

15 

0 

1 

89 0 ^ 

89 0 

. 


151 7 

0 

J51 7 

0 




871 

13 

6 

778 

/ 

0 

1,650 

0 

6 


- 

- 

. 1,270 

16 

4 

2,451 

16 

0 

3,722 

6 

4 


- 

- 

38,957 

.12 

2 

136,785 

11 

8 

175,743 

• 

3 

U) 


5th .Tanuary 1815 

£ 

1,732.719 

11 

/ 

8/0,177 

8 

9 

2,602,897 

1) 

•'1 
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to the East Indies and China, during each of the last Six Years— 


Year ending /itli January 1816. 


QUANTITIES 

EXPORTED. 



DECLARED VALUE 

THEREOF. 



Itl c Tiadf, 
including 

The Pnvihge Trade. 

TOTAL. 

By 

'1‘he East India 
Company. 


Free Trade 
including 

Tlie Privilege Trade. 

TOTAL. 


« 

• 

je 

s. 

iL 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

- - - 

- 

16,196 

4 

8 

10,040 

11 

10 

27,142 

16 

6 

- 

. 

67 

9 

3 

14,037 

10 

11 

15,005 

0 

2 

0,5 11 1 24 

. .0,511 1 24 

- 


- 

117,057 

7 

10 

117,057 

/ 

10 

2.0.V) 1 5 

5,07 C 1 5 

218 

0 

(♦ 

38,420 

10 

2 

38,077 

10 

2 

1,007 1 I'l 

1,()0S 2 23 

on 

16 

5 

8,842 

11 

4 

0.754 

7 

9 


- 

18 

15 

8 

0,533 

0 

8 

5,551 

16 

4 

151 

154 

- 


- 

15.565 

13 

0 

15,565 

13 

0 

203 51 

1,007 7 

3,531 

0 

0 

601 

0 

0 

4,132 

0 

0 


41,4(15 

20,053 

10 

0 

23,484 

1 

0 

43,538 

0 

0 

- 

- 

5,501 

11 

7 

4 0,7:.C 

17 

1 

25,3 VS 

8 

8 

1,700 1 : 

10.285 3 14 

18,071 

14 

0 

9J56 

0 

0 

58,727 

11 

9 

5,s(;s ;; I3 

27,100 3 13 

137,(103 

12 

0 

38,521 

10 

8 

176,315 

11 

8 

3,105 2 27 

3,002 2 27 

4,000 

1 

11 

23,252 

4 > 

8 

28,152 

4 

7 

5,007 2 Is 

1 1 , 150 ;; 20 

18,000 

*4 

10 

10,710 

4 

6 

37.MI!» 

}) 

1 

2::;7,iMil 

2:;o,027 

152 

IS 

7 

27,348 

/ 

0 

27,511 

5 

7 

707,155 

s.30,r)55 

3,377 

1 

o 

00,022 

10 

0 

70,300 

3 

2 

245,50 1 

2.5o,:;72 

• 551 

10 

0 

20,003 

14 

10 

30,455 

13 

10 

15,755 

15,755 

- 


- 

1,618 

16 

0 

1,618 

16 

0 

4,520 

5,075 

287 

18 

8 

(105 

6 

0 

893 

4 

8 

2, (ISO 

2,580 

- 


- 

148 

0 

0 

148 

0 

0 

.33 

33 

- 


- 

45 

13 

0 

16 

13 


1S,3S12 

i8,:;s2 

- 


• 

1,915 

4 

0 

1,045 

4 

0 i 

S.’iO 

850 

• 


- 

1!*0 

0 

0 

1 J 09 

0 


4,3(;i s • 

! 4:511 8 

1 

V • ;i5s 

/ 

(i 

8,151 

14 

0 

1 8,720 

1 

1 

- 

i “ 



- 

426 

0 

0 

126 

0 

0 1 

• 

I* . 

1 

1 • 

- • - 


, i 

147 

O 

10 ’ 

147 

3 

10 1 

8W(),574 1 

883,535 

53 

.t 

1 

11,748 

10 

.0 

11,801 

15 

1 

. 

- 

5,427 

1 

1 

i 100,012 

16 

1 1 

116,339 

IS 

0 

300 

. 53,802 

102,605 

0 

11 

3,35 I 

9 

1 

0 i 

1 

106,019 

IS 

1 

i 

- 


151 

0 

1 

42,155 

9 

1 1 

42,317 

1(1 

0 

- i 

1 ‘ 

15,407 

13 

it 

18,675 

11 

9 

, 35,174 

4 

1 1 

3,270 5 

4,537 5 

4,283 

18 

0 

16,063 

13 

0 

2U217 

I) 

0 

5,077 12 0 12 

8,500 8 1 13 

50,358 

13 

1 

87,281 

3 

4 

116,5.1!* 

15 

It 

401 0 2 21 

•1,550 4 2 24 

18,881 

12 

9 

• 7,048 

14 

0* 

2.>,:)30 

6 

9 

45,150 1 13 

55,1 10 0 12 

• 25,403 

12 

2 

62,118 

9 

6 

87,522 

1 

S 

2,0S0 12* 

2,005 12 

135 

0 

5 

11,812 

o 

i 

0 

14,918 

11 

5 

505 2 1 25 

2,105 2 1 25 

31,023 

0 

0 

14,086 

0 

0 

46,909 

0 

0 

(4>2.) 


11,2^84 

10 

10 

(i 11 

34,210 


3 

45,501 

o 

i 



( 470 ) 


[Appendix N. 2 


No. 2 . — ^An account of all Goods exported from Great Britain 


) 


SPECIES OF MEIICIIANUIZE EXPOJ/rEI). 


Linen Maniilactiires 

Military Stores, not otherwise described 

Musical Instruments 

Ordnanc e ot Brass and Iron 

Plate, l^lated Ware, Jewellery, and Watches 

Provisions - - - 

Quicksilver - _ _ _ 

Silk Manufactures - . _ 

Soap and Candles 

Spirits, British - - - 

Foreign 

Stationery 
Steel, un wrought 
Sugar refined 

Swords - . _ 

Tin, unvvroughl 

Tin and Pewter Wares, and Tin Plates 
Wines - _ _ 

Cloths 

Coatings, Dailies, 

Kerseymeres 
Ikiizes 

>tufls viz, Camblet. Serges, kv. 
Flannel - - . 

Blankets and Blanketing 
Carpets and Carpeting 
W' ollcns mixed with Cotton, fke. 
lings and (ioverlicU 
Hosiery, viz. Stockings 

of all other Sorts 

Tapes and Small Wares 
All other Articles 




'rile* E.ist India 
Company. 


'J'ons. Cwts. (j. lbs. 

lbs. 

Cwts. (j. 1!)^. 
(lullons 
- Gallons 

t’wt.s. (j. ll>^. 
( wis. (j. lbs. 

Number 
( u is. <]. !>'. 

J’uns. 11. G. 
Pieces 
Pieces 
Pieces 
Pieces 
Pierc's 
Yards 
- Yards 

Yards 
^'ards 
Number 
Doz. Pair 


1,027 1 1 2.0 

1,870 

OSO 0 0 

i;;,i:io 

Mi7J 2 d 
1 J 0 0 

;>,()()S 

i 'MIO 0 0 

I . 

112 1 28 

20,‘J77 

20S 

02 

l!M,d()0 

04,472 

18,970 

2f) 


Total Value of Exports to the East Indies and China in the Year ending 
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to the Kast Indies and China, during each of the last Six Years — continued. 



— - 

Yeah 

• 

LNDING 

5t]t January 181fi — coulimiccL 






QUANTITIES EX POUTED. 

declared value thereof. 


Free Tr-Mk, 




IJy 



Free Trade, 






ineluilirip 

TOTAL. 



The La:,r India 


iiuliidinti 


TOTAL. 



The Frivilc^;.' Trade, 




Ci)ni|).my. 


'J’lie JVivile^ 

‘ Tr.ide-.® 









£ 

5 . 

d. 

£ 

S. 

d. 

£ 

5. 

d. 



- 

- 


7), 157 

0 

1 

19,213 

14 

i\ 

24,G72 

14 

7 


- 


- 


2G,005 

2 

3 

414 

5 

0 

2G,419 

7 

3 



• 

- 


‘.;,2:>9 

() 

7 

10,419 

18 

4 

12,709 

4 

11 


. 

1 1 

23 


24,233 

4 

(• 

3 

- 


- 

24,233 

4 

3 


- 

- 



111 

10 

0 

27,558 

13 

X) 

27,037 

<> 

Ki 

0 




- 


I0,1SG 

0 

7 

45,559 

11 

7 

55,745 

12 

2 



nrijiih) 



328 

2 

G 

19,9)7 

17 

G 

20,2-16 

0 

0 


- 

- 

- 


- 


- 

25,97)7 

9 

3 

2:.,9j7 

9 

3 


•j 1 1 2 2:\ 

S.M -2 1 

3 


2,1D1 

10 

0 

1,437 

5 

G 

3,931 

15 

6 



(),ILS! 



- 


- 

4,120 

M 

0 

4,120 

14 

0 



1 



1,7H0 

18 

G 

‘)() '>22 

1 

G 

31,003 

0 

0 


- 

- 



28,739 

IG 

1 

28,385 

11 

9 

57,125 

7 

10 


X77:> 2 0 

0 

d 


4,001 

/' 

9 

G,78K 

7 

0 

10,789 

14 

9 


lilh 1 i) 

(i2S 1 

7) 


GO 

4 

7) 

3,081 

7) 

0 

3,141 

9 

5 


i(){) 

7),] 17 



3,423 

8 

0 

304 

5 

0 

3,729 

13 

• 0 


;; i> 0 

!),•! i:j 0 

(1 


37,7GO 

0 

0 

22 

IG 

0 

37,782 

IG 

0 


- 


- 


8D0 

I 

0 

.'■.,39.1 

4 

4 

G,285 

5 

4 


NJ.') 0 Oli 

i):37 2 

21 


‘ 7,8G5 

7) 

7 

7>7,7G5 

14 

5 

6:.,G31 

0 

0 


12J2!/ 

27, DOG 



302,978 

IG 

G 

33,3 10 

7 

10 

536,319 

1 

4 


17 

20 


• 

27 

2 

3 

142 

19 

11 

170 

0 

2 


ir>r. 

IGl 



l,DDl 

S 

0 

2,420 

14 

0 

7,412 

.» 

0 


;>l 

113 



77)G 

2 

8 

591 

G 

4 

1,347 

9 

0 


m] 

IDG, 102 



18G,GG8 

(i 

9 

2,730 

1 

0 

489,398 

/ 

i) 



100, S2G 



3,OOG 

fl 

. 7* 

4,079 

9 

4 

9,08G 

3 

9 



22,477) 



3,72G 

li 

3 

690 

5 

0 

4,41G 

IG 

3 


:),!)Gr) 

7>,DGr> 



- 


- 

2,113 

1 

0 

2,113 

1 

0 


j;hs . 

13S 



- 


- 

38 

18 

0 

38 

IS 

0 


. 

20 



• 7)0 

0 

0 

- 


- 

50 

0 

0 


2:31 f) 

231 G 



- 


- 

423 

0 

0 

423 

0 

0 


. 

- 

- 


C7>8 

3 

1 

2,331 

0 

0 

2,989 

3 

1 


- 

- • - 

- 


1,141 

IS 

0 

7), 859 

11 

8 

7,001 

9 

s 


- 

- 

- 

• 

.33,3aS7- 

H 

11 

207,095 

0 

3 

260,482 

• 

9 

0 

5 ill January IHIh 

- 

- 


1,77/3,302 

• > 

0 

1,-1.-. I,7JS 

7 

9 

.3.208,030 


9 
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No. 2 .— Am account of all Goods exported from Great liritain 


SPECIES OF MERCHANDIZE EXPORTED. 


Tlic E:i.st India 
Company. 


Apothecary Ware . _ , 

Apparel 

Deer and Ale 

Dooks, Printed 

Brass - - 

Cabinet and Upholstery Wares 

Carriages 

Coals by Measure 

by Weight 

Cochineal 

Colours for PaintervS 
Copper, i?) Bricks and Pigs 

in sheets and Nails 

Wrought 

Coidage - - “ 

f Calicoes, ^ic. M’hite or Plain 

Printed, Chequered, Klc. 

Muslins, ki'. While or Plain 

'> Printed, Cdiequered, kc> 

^ Fustians, Velvets, kc. 

o Cotton and Linen mixed 

^ j 

c C'ounterjianes and Bed Quilts 

! Laci! and Patent Net 

3 Cotton for .Stitching and Sewing 

■^1 

U Iiosicjy, 'uz. .Stockings 

of nilicr Sorts 

'JajK's and Small Wares 
Colton Twisf and Yarn 
JCarthenware of all Sorts 
Cflass - " 

Guns and Pistols 
Haberdashery and Millinery 
Hardwares and Cutlery 

Hats of all Sorts - - - 

Iron, in Bar.^ 

Boll and Rod 

— — Cast and wrought - 

Lace and Thread of (iold and Silver 
Lead and Shot 
Leather and Sadlery 


- Cwts. ({. lbs. 

d 0 

0 

- Cwts. q. lbs. 

181 0 

0 

- Number 

_ 


~ Chalds. Jiu. 

l,08J 2 

1 

- Tons. C. q. lbs. 

. 

- 

lbs. 

o.Dc; 


- Cwts. (|. lbs. 

I'JfJU d 

2 

- Cwts. q. lbs. 

5,531 0 

0 

- Cwts. (j. lbs. 

J,04G 1 

15 

- Cwts. q. lbs. ' 

•1,652 2 

22 

- Yards 


. 

- \ards ; 

- 


- Yards 

- 

. 

- \ ards 

- 

- 

- Yards 

1,320 


- Yards 

- 

- 

' Number i 

is 


- Yards ' 

1 

- 

. 

) 

- lbs. wl. 1 

> 

- 

- Dozen. Pr. | 

68 0 



lbs. \vt. 1 ‘juq 


Number lG,9(j() 


- Dozen. No. 
Tons. C. q. lbs. 
Tons. C. q. lbs. 
- Cwts. q. lbs. 

- lbs. 07. 
1'ons. C. q. lbs. 


24 0 

2,088 4 1 26 
185 008 
15,744 1 5 
20 0 

1,550 6 ,3 1 I 
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to the Bast Indies and China, during each of the last Six Years— eoafmited. 



• 

Year ending 

5th January 1817. 






QUANTITIES EXPORTED* 




• DECLARED VALUE 

« 

THEREOF. 



Free I’rade, 



By 



Free Trade, 





including 

TOTAL. 


The East India 


including 


TOTAL. 


The Privilege Trade. 


• 

Company. 


The Privilege 'Frade. 








M. 

d. 


s. 

d. 

£ 


d. 


- 


14,684 

6 

2 

14,908 

1 

0 

29,592 

7 

2 

- 

- 


639 

19 

0 

22,929 

16 

9 

23.569 

15 

9 

6,821 2 16 

6,821 2 16 

- 

- 


- 

137,781 

2 

U) 

137,781 

2 

10 

2,495 1 4 

2,498* 1 4 


45 

9 

6 

47,851 

8 

0 

47,896 

17 

6 

565 0 26 

746 0 26 


1,837 

9 

11 

6,764 

6 

0 • 

8,601 

15 

11 


- 


46 

6 

0 

9,426 

16 

0 

8,473 

2 

0 

108 

108 

- 



- 

12,939 

18 

0 

12,939 

18 

0 

250 56 

1,333 5 


4,533 

10 

0 

480 

0 

0 

5,013 

10 

0 

149 10 0 0 

149 10 0 0 

- 

- 


- 

99 

16 

6 

99 

16 

6 

28,420 

38,387 


10,465 

7 

0 

29,840 

13 

. 0 

40,306 

0 

0 

- 

. 


2,426 

16 

6 

30,668 

7 

6 

33,095 

4 

0 

1,811 10 

14,056 2 12 


64,442 

16 

4 

7,924 

0 

2 

72,366 

16 

1 

6 1 

14.229 0 21 

19.810 0 21 


33,071 

12 

6 

77.656 

19 

4 

1 10,728 

11 

10 

529 0 3 

1,575 1 23 


5.982 

8 

5 

3,318 

3 

0 

9,300 

li 

5 

9,820 3 23 

14,473 2 17 


13,783 

9 

10 

26,327 

7 

5 

40,110 

17 

3- 

252,560 

252,560 

- 

- 


- 

23,439 

2 

10 

23,439 

2 

10 

968,903 

968,903 

- 

- 


- 

69,858 

0 

2 

69,858 

0 

2 

462,05 1 

462,051 

- 

- 



47,388 

8 

5 

47,388 

. 8 

5 

12,724 

12,724 

- 

- 


- 

1.483 

13 

0 

1,483 

13 

0 

7,694 

9,020^ 

• 

92 

10 

10 

906 

4 

9 

998 

15 

7 

500 

500 

- 

- 


- 

46 

0 

0 

46 

0 

0 

30 

48 


35 

0 

0 

32 

0 

0 

67 

0 

0 

14.744 

14,744 

- 

- 


- 

2,475 

18 

4 

2,475 

18 

4 

1,718 

1,718 

- 

- 


• 

417 

2 

4 

[417 

2 

4 

7.018 4 

7,0tS6 4 


185 

16 

0 

12,319 

10 

6 

12,505 

6 

6 

- 

- - 


57 

16 

8 

1,482 

0 

0 

1,539 

16 

8 

. . 

- 

- 

- 


> 

315 

0 

0 

315 

0 

0 

40U 

624 


^9 

18 

10 

150 

0 

0 

189 

18 

10 

2,233,956 

2,236,356 


41 

11 

0 

38,327 

12 

0 

38,369 

3 

0 


- 


4,845 

16 

2 

195,910 

9 

4 

200,756 

5 

6 

5,916 

52,876 


71,209 

1 

9 

9,387 

<; 

0 

80,596 

10 

9 

- 

- 

• 

116 

16 

9 

53,383 

8 

1 

53,500 

4 

10 

- 

- 


11,833 

0 

« 

23,221 

9 

4 

35,1)54 

9 

5 

3,300 11 

3,324 11 


198 

9 

6 

27,405 

13 

3 

27,604 

2 

9 

6,821 2 1 18 

8,909 6 3 16 


35,078 

11 

0 

96,448 

9 

0 

131,527 

0 

0 

525 0 2 15 

710 4) 2*23 


1,941 

6 

1 

5,544' 

0 

0 

7,485 

6 

1 

; 46,495 3 26 

62,240 1 3 


^5,5^3 

16 

10 

69,905 

10 

.6 

105,429 

7 

4 

L 1.531 0 

1,551 0 


150 

3 

1 

10,442 

10 

6 

10,592 

13 

7 

r 2,412 16 3 10 

3,973 3 2 11 


27,105 

16 

7 

45,393 

4 

0 

72,501 

0 

7 




4,732 

0 

0 

45,172 

7 

6 

49,904 

7 

‘ i 
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No, 2.-«Afr AjCCOONT of ^ Gopds wpQlod ffPifl prium 


SFECICS 01^ M£aCHANDlZB KKPORTED. 


By 

The Efist India 
Company. 


Linen Manufectures - - - 

Military Stores, not otherwise described 

Musical Instruments 

Ordnance of Brass and Iron 

Plate, Plated Ware, Jewellery, and Watches 

Provisions - - - 

Quicksilver . .. . 

Silk Manufactures 

Soap and Candles 

Spirits, British - - - 

— ■ — Foreign 

Stationery 

Steely unwrought - - - 

Sugar, refined 

Swords - - - . 

Tin, unwrought - - - 

Tin and Pewter Wares, and Tin Plates 
Wines - - - - 

;x:ioth8 . - . . 

Coatings, Duffels, &c. 

Kerseymeres 
^ Baizes 

^ Stuffs, viz. Camblet, Serges, &c. 

S Flannel - - - 

S J 

g K Blankets and Blanketing 

S 

g Cari)ets and Carpeting 

^3 Woollens mixed with Cottons, &c. 

o 

^ Hugs and Coverlids 

Hosiery, viz. Stockings 

- of all other Sorts 

^ Tapes and Small Wares 
All other Articles 


Tons. Cwts, lbs. 1,761 11 0 1 


Cwts. q. lbs. 
Gallons 
Gallons 


Cwts. q. lbs. 
Cwts. q. lbs. 

Number 
Cwts. q. lbs. 


Tuns. H. G. 


Number 
l)oz. Pair 


330 '2 0 


2,413 0 0 
11 1 I 


7,703 0 16 


b7 0 37 


186,729 

178,014 


Total Value of Exports to the East Indies and China in the Year ending 




Appendix 


( m ) 


to tjie Eas^ Indiei jBt)d China dwring enoli of the last Six years<~«in<(»a«d. 


— n,,.,.. ■■ M 

Year inding 5th January I8I7. — continued. . 

QUANTITIES EXPORTED. 



• 

DECLARED VALUE 

THEREOF. 




Free Trade, 


By 



Free Trade, 






including 

TOTAL. 

The East India 


includinv 


TOTAL. 



The Privilege Trade. 


Company. 


The Privilege Trade. 






t 

£ 

X. 

d. 

£ 

i. 

d. 

£ 

i. 

d. 


- 

- 

7,765 

10 

1 

16,148 

1 

9 

23,913 

17 

10 


- 

. 

23.765 

1 

1 

911 

0 

0 

24,676 

1 

1 


- 

* 

1,040 

12 

5 

13,192 

11 

0 

14,2.33 

3 

5 


108 0 0 0 

1,869 11 0 1 

28,593 

16 

r 

480 

0 

0 

29,073 

16 

1 


% 

- 



- 

43,020 

1 

8 

43,020 

1 

8 



- 

8,896 

8 

1 

41,640 

10 

5 

50,530 

18 

6 


28:5,708 

287,258 

021 

5 

0 

49,648 

15 

0 

50,270 

0 

0 


- 

- - . 

9 

0 

0 

25,920 

12 

10 

25,929 

12 

10 


133 3 27 

464 1 27 

1,756 

12 

0 

881 

12 

0 

2,638 

4 

0 


3,8(10 

4,400 

406 

1 

11 

2,863 

16 

6 

3,268 

18 

5 


109/200 

133,042 

3,811 

8 

0 

20,610 ’ 

12 

0 

24,422* 

0 

0 



- 

■ 21,362 

16 

11 

42,376 

16 

2 

63,739 

13 

1 


3,178 0 0 

to 

0 

0 

5,731 

4 

2 

5,413 

12 

0 

11,144 

16 

2 


40G 3 23 

418 0 24 

55 

15 

5 

1,557 

11 

3 

1,613 

6 

8 


297 

3,617 

2,310 

6 

2 

335 

0 

0 

2,651 

6 

• 

2 


30 0 0 

7,733 0 16 

25,190 

18 

1 

90 

0 

0 

25,286 

18 

i 


- 


940 

10 

5 

18,381 

17 

6 

19,322 

7 

11 


971 3 30 

1,059 0 4 

‘ 6,100 

5 

5 

68,030 

14 

7 

74,131 

0 

0 


1,483 

19,343 

382,448 

10 

10 

23,555 

5 

0 

406,004 

2 

4 


18C 

170 

32 

14 

6 

903 

0 

0 

935 

14 

6 


132 

216 

1,128 

16 

7 

1,484 

0 

0 

2,612 

16 

7 


274 

310 

206 

13 

4 

1,097 

8 

0 

1,304 

1 

4 


944 

187,073 

568,733 

4 

1 

' 3,188 

11 

4 

571,921 

15 

5 


45,559 

223,573 

21,921 . 

10 

4 

5,968 

15 

0 

27,890 

5 

4 


8,674 • 

23,824 

2/94 

7 

7 

1,161 

10 

0 

3,955 

17 

7 


9,879 

9,879 

- 


- 

2,312 

2 

0 

2,312 

2 

0 


2,682; 

• 2,682 

• 

- 


> 

622 

9 

• 

4 

622 

9 

4 


545 0 

645 0 

• — — — 


- 

905 

5 

0 

905 

5 

0 


. 

- 

2,133 

13 

8 

1,657 

10 

0 

3,791 

3 

8 


- - - 


136 

% 

4 

4,859 

6 


4,995 

9 

4 


■ 


• ■ 76,078 

3 

1 

260.404 

9 

1 

336,482 

12 

0 

6th January J817 

£ 

1,539,1.30 

2 

11 

1.868,396 

14 

3 

• 

3,407,526 

17 

0 f 

1 


-r--. 1 - 


— 



... . . — 
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[Appendix N. 2 


No. 2.— An account of all Goods exported from Great Britain 


SPECIES OF MERCHANDIZE EXPORTED. 


Apothecary Ware 
Apparel 
Beer and Ale 
Books, printed 
Brass 

Cabinet and Upholstery Wares 
Carriages 

Coals, &G. by Measure 

by Weight 

Cochineal 

Colours for Painters 


I 


4 

c 

es 

P 

c 

o 

U 


Calicoes, &c. White or Plain 
■ Printed, Chequered, &c. 

Muslins, &c. White or Plain 

I’rinted, Chequered, 

F'ustians, Velvets ^c. 

Cotton and Linen mixed 
C’oiinterpanes and Bed Quilts 
Lace and Patent Net 
Cotton for Stitching and Sewing 
Ilosie/y, viz. Stockings 

of other Sorts 

Tapes and small Wares 
Cotton Twist and Yarn 
fktrthenware of all Sorts 
Glass _ - - 

Ciuns and Pistols 
Haberdashery and Millinery 
Hardwares and Cutlery 
Hats of all Sorts 
Iron, in Bars 

Bolt and Rod 

■ Cast and Wrought 

Lace and Thread of Gold and Silver 
Lead and Shot 
Leather and Sadlery 


Tuns, H. G. 
Cwts. q. Lbs. 
Cwts. q. lbs. 

N limber 
dial. Bus. 
I’ons. C. q. lbs. 

lbs. 


Yards 
Yards 
Yartls 
Yards 
V'ards 
Vurds 
Number 
Yards 
lbs. wl. 
Do/. Pr. 


lbs. wt. 
Pieces 

Number 


By 

Tlic East India 
Company. 


Copper, in Bricks and Pigs 

- 

- 

- 

. * 

Cwts. 

q. Ihs. 

13,060 

0 

0 

in Sheets and Nails 

- 

- 

- 


Cwts. 

<|. lbs. 

14,932 

1 

24 

Wrought 

- 


- 

- 

(-'wis. 

q. lbs. 

22:) 

0 

0 

Cordage 

- 

- 

- 


(^vts. 

(j. lbs. 

i.2(;r 

3 

16 


14 0 0 

17 0 0 


698 


Doz. No. 
Tons. C. q, lbs. 
Tons. C. q. lbs. 
Cwts. q. lbs. 
lbs. oz. 
Tons. C. q. lbs. 


2,000 


46,740 


1,971 0 
1,827 16 3 4 
172 15 0 0 
6,920 0 19 
17 0 

1,472 14 0 2 
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to the East Indies and China, during each of the last Six Years — continued. 


Year ending 6th Januaiiv ISIS, 


QUANTITIES EXPORTED. j 




declared value 

rriEREOE. 

♦ 

L. 


Tret* Tr.ule, 
including; 

'J’lie Privilv^'f I'rjcle. 

TOTAL. 

Oy 

Tlu* India 

t'Dinpany. 

Eree I'lMd..*, 
iiu tiidiiii' 

'i'he l^rivilf^'f 'I'l.itli', 

TOTA 



• 


.r 

.V. 

(i. 

‘d! 

.V. 

d. 

d' 

,s. 

d. 

- 

- 


1 4,47S 

2 

2 

18,77 1 

10 

10 

44,014 

14 

0 

- 

- 


1,4G0 

11 

4 

27,884 

4 

G 

27,4t 1 

17 

10 

0 r, 

1,7S() ^0 G 

- 

- 


- 

111,187 

M 

G 

J 11.18; 

1 1 

(; 

ijio 0 li:. 

I ,;j 1 0 2:> 


299 

S 

G. 

4G,477 

1 

G 

4'G,G79 

10 

0 

1,1 !)2 2 2:* 

l,20‘J 2 24 


170 

1 

0 

1 1 ,77>7> 

11 


11,911 

12 

4 

• 

- 

- 



- 

1 1,020 

11 

*0 

J 1.(720 

14 

G 

i:.; 1 



- 


- 

18,1.40 

.17 

0 

18, i:u) 

17 

0 

(i/O 

-u; 


2,291 

0 

0 

l,I98 

19 

0 

4,489 

19 

0 

;i:u) 0 n o 

.2h) 0 0 0 

■ 

- 


- 

101 

17 

0 

191 

17 

0 




< } 

o 

0 

:-;4,8i7 

18 

0 

44,81 S 

0 

0 

\ _ - ' 

1 ' 1 

.. 


1,700 

!) 

7 

J / , 7 4 0 * 


9 

49,290^ 

14 


m::; >' 1! j 

i y) \ i 


G2,.*:o; 

G 

1 

7, 1 GG 

0 

0 

G9,7G2 

G 

1 

j ;; 1 ^ i o 


si .Os; 

9 

s 

117,7 1;; 

19 

1 

197,241 

s 

9 

. II ; 

2,S22 0 27 


1 7 ' • -I 

1 

I 

i;;,0(j:; 

12 

0 

1 1,G7] 

IG 

4 

‘ i 1 i 27 ' 

17,272 ) 17 


1S2 

; 


:;4,oi;g 

7 

,9 

47,748 

15 

0 


i).;s 1,^0 


- 


- 

G8,024 

19 

1) 

OH, 02 1 

Ilf 

11 

'.\7''2.t;70 

2,7^2 


- 


- 

102.7.;.! 

0 

1 

I02.70;i 

0 

1 


1 1 

* • 



■ 

127,147 

0 

1 

127,14.7 

0 

1 


.»,/ 1 2 

- 

- 


- 

979 

4 

0 

959 

4 

0 

.’)!K7 

00, i),...; 

4 


. ; 

i; 


4,G0:i 

0 

10 

4,G47 

18 

G 

> 

- 

- 

- 



- 



j . 




77 !» 

- 

- 


- 

1.000 

8 

fi 

1,(IGG 

8 

G 

i 

SO. 074 

- 

- 



E 4,248 

4 

0 

i 

4 

0 

1.2(iS 

4,20''. 

- 



- 

i 1,404 

IG 

4 

' 1,404 

;g 

4 

11,2*0!) 0 

Ii;-i0!) (i 

- 

' 

• 

' 

j 17,702 

1 

G 

j 17,702 

1 

G 

... - 

- 

- 

- 


- 

; 4,288 

17 

G 

4,288 

17 

G 

- 

- 

- 

- 



: G04 

t 

7 

0 • 

(iOl 

7 

0 

2,7<M 

‘2,701 . 

- 

- 


- 

7)0 1 

IG 

9 

1 704 

16 

9 


4,oo(.i,ii;s 


;;o 

10 

0 

77.2G! 

1 

0 

77,291 

il 

0 


- 


.4,702 

1 

G 

400,089 

19 

.4 

40.4,792 

3 

9 


7LvO0 


GS,G77 

i i 

,7 

12, ir 

9 

0 

81,127 

3 

5 



• 

P 

70 

11 

lO 

80,91 1 

11 

8 

80,9G2 

4 

G 


- 

! 

7,7 O'.) 

1 

s 

7 7., 4 1 G 

0 

11 

G4,087 

5 

7 

r),o:;i n 

7,002 S 

1 

l,7Sl 

17 

s 

;i!).71 1 

19 

0 

! ’ * 41,29G 

11 

8 

7, SOS 0 2 27 

!),i;i:> 17 ' 2 o 

! 

:;7,i2(; 

7? 

9 

81,948 

12 

4 

117,4G1 

IG 

1 

(102 2 1 0 

771 17 I 0 

i 

2, 122 

/j 

:> 

(i,:)22 

• 

10 

. 

H,‘)4 1 

17 

5 


• • 

P 










!)(),3‘t() 1 !' 

07,200 2 0 

fi 

.20,2S(i 

7 

tS 

122,197 

12 

7 

1 42,48 ; 

IS 

4 

1 .8(17 .i • 

! ,SS i S 

\ • 

172 

4 

10 

12,848 

•1 G 

G 

12,991 

1 

4 

7 1 

7,7SS 1 1 7 


2(;.717 

17 

7> 

8,7,887 

17 

G 

112,404 

14 

y 

- 

- 

i 

20,001 

lO 

4 

59,441 

17 

0 

79,444 

/ 

4 



( 478 ) 


[Appendix N. 2. 


No. 2. — An account of all Goods exported from Great Britain 
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to the East Indies and China, during each of the last Six Years^ — continued. 
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I Appendix N.2, 


No. U. — An account of all Goods exported from Great Britain 


SPECIKS OF MEttCHANDiZK EXPOHTED. 


Apothecary Ware 
Apparel 
Beer Jiml Ale 
Books, Printed 
Brass 

Cabinet and Upholstery Wares 
Carriages 

Coals, &c. by Measure 

by Weight 

Coeliineal 

Cohmrs for Painters 



1 
i 

T ns. II. (i. 
(avIs. )p ![)■>. 
(Wts. (). ll)s. I 

- Number 
Chals. Bus. 
I'dus. <{. l!‘-. 

- lbs, 


0 rj 


‘J(i 0 0 


j')s hi) 


Copper, ill liricks and Pigs 

- 

- 


- 

- 

( U 1 «j. lbs. j 


in Sheets and Nail.s 

- 

- 

- 


- 

- Cuts '1 iiiv. 1 


‘J 0 

Wrought 

- 

- 




- C\; t". (J lb-. 


0 0 

Cordage 

- 

- 

- 


- 

- (’wts. 1-'. i 

i,boo 

0 2\ 




('aii<*oes, Ac. White or Pialti 

ib'inted, ( 'he(juCTe(i, 6.e. 

Muslins, \c. M'hite or 1‘la'n 

i'rinted, ( 'b('f|iicredj Nc. 

Fus’iaus, A'elv'ets, \e. 

Cotton and I/inen m.xed 
I Comiterp UK’S ,nid lied Quilts 
La e and Patent Net 
( olto’i f(ir Siltehing and dewing 
Hosiery, viz. Moek.ngs 

— <»t other Sorts 

(_ Tapes and Small Wares 
CoH.oit Twist and Yarn 
Earthenware of all Sorts 
Glass - - - 

Guns and Pistols _ . 

Haberdashery and Milline*’y 
Hardwares and (iutlery 
Hats of all Sorts 

Iron, in liars - _ „ 

Jidb and Rod 

Vd'^\ ami 'Wrought 

Laee and 'Fhread of Gold and Silver 
Lead and Shot „ - . 

Leather and Sadlery 


V.ird. 

- 

. Yards 

- Yards 

- ^'anU 

\’ards 

Number 
^ Yards 
Ih^. wt. 
- Do/. ?r. 


lbs. wt, 
- Pieees 

- Number 


‘ - Doz. No. 

'I’ons, f!. «|. Ihs, 
Tons. C. < 1 . lbs. 
- Cwts. i|. lbs. 

- lbs. oz. 
Tons. C. (|. lbs. 


df/O u 

U 

2i:>,Koo 

dl ,!)()() 


37 h 0 

1,2‘js :] j 10 
,00 110 0 
4,071 0 i> 

0 H 

l,‘i.h4 10 2 5 
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to the East Indies and China, during each of the last Six Years— continued. 


Year ending 5th January 1819- 


QUANTITIES EXPORTED. 


DECLARED VALUE THEREOF. 


Free Trade, 

including TOTAL. 

The Privilege Trade. 



- 

3,333 ] 40 

3,355 2 19 

• 

2,535 2 23 

2'.535^ 2 23 

1,035 0 10 

1,061 0 10 


152 

992 48 

590 000 

17,559 

2.452 1 27 

.32,885 0 21 

1,872 0 17 

8.452 2 1.3 


10,420 0 


1,817 

3,222,022 


152 

1,291 36 
690 000 
17,569 

17,455 1 6 

4i7,886 2 21 
3,682 0 17 
10,052 3 9 


2.271,314 

2,271,314 

4,159,878 

4,159,878 

2,34.3,067 

2,343, 0(i7 

9,940 

9,940 

56,047 

56,047 

1,800 

1,800 

78 

78 

41,313 

41,31,3 

12,455 

12,4.55 


4,062 0 


16,670, 0 


1,861 

3,247,822 

46,423. 


4,438 0 


7,802 4 1 2 9,030 7 2 12 


811 6 0 0 
77,804 I 1 1 
2,178 0 


867 17 0 0 
82,175 1* 16 

2,178 8 


By 

The East India 
Company. 


£ X. d. 

15,474 13 6 

9,708 3 10 


289 15 4 

172 12 0 

1,444 0 0 


2,847 14 3 

69,792 19 6 

26,696 4 2 

10,817 9 5 

4,553 1 1 


349 10 V 


3,509 19 I 23 4,764 19 0 0 


290 13 0 

3,590 12 8 

53,424 6 3 

• 160 0 0 

9,2.53 * 6 4 

1,072 19 9 

20,375 19 9 

618 2 7 

1 lj229 7 1 

2 110 
26,852 16 9 


Free Trade, 
including 

The Privilege 3'rade. 


£ s. lL 

22,006 13 0 

36,452 8 0 

79,491 14 3 

17,265 1 0 

9,937 3 1 

18,409 8 0* 

18,823 10 0 

1,799 17 0 

387 15 0 

18,447 9 0 

40,874 14 0 

14,555 18 10 

20.3,178 19 1 

11,151 9 4 

23,2.38 13 9 

161,705 5 8 

286,764 14 0 

211,927 15 9 

949 0 0 

4,463 7 4 

105 0 0 

92 0 0 

3,998 5 0 

3,928 0 0 

22,619 17 6 

3,173 19 0 

816 0 0 

441 0 0 

57,439 11 2 

227,533 1 7 

1.0,105 iO 0 

64,271 13 6 

67,843 18 0 

35,436 3 4 

108,177 12 6 

10,6.56 0 0 

96,984 0 0 

14,808 18 • 0 

87.499 12 0 

46,737 8 4 


17 6 

19 0 


46,160 

79,541 

47.265 

10,226 

18,582 

18,823 

3,243 

387 

18,447 

43,722 

84,348 

229,875 

22,268 

27,791 

161,705 

286,764 

211,9L7 

949 

4,463 

105 

92 

3,998 

3,928 

22,969 

3,173 

816 

455 

57,730 

231,123 

68.529 
64,431 
77,097 

36.529 
128,553 

11,274 

108,214 

14,811 

114,3.52 

03,205 


11 10 
1 9 

1 0 
18 5 

0 0 
10 0 
17 0 

16 0 


14 10 

5 -8 

14 0 


19 0 

0 0 


14 3 

16 3 

13 6 

4 4 


( 42 .) 
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[Appendix N. 2. 


No. 2 . — Ak account of all Goods exported from Great Britain 


SPECIES OF MERCHANDIZE EXPORTED. 


Linen Manufactures 

Military Stores, not otherwise described 

Musical Instrunicnts 

Ordnanct of Brass and Iron 

Plate, Plated Ware, Jewellery, and Watches 

Provisions 

Quicksilver ... 

Silk Manufactures 
Soaj) and Candles 
Spirits, British 

■ Foreign 

Stationery 
Steel, unvvrought 

Sugar, refined - . . 

Swords . . - 

Tin, uinvrought - - . 

Tin and Pewter Wares, and Tin Piate.s 
Wines - - 

Cloths . . - 

Coatings, Duffels, &c. 

Kerseymeres 
Baizes 

Stuffs, viz. Camblet, Serges, Sic. 
Flannel 

Blankets and Blanketing 
('arpets and Carpeting 
W'oollens, mixed ('otton, &c. 

Rugs and Coverlids 
Hosiery, viz. Stockings 
— - of all other Sorts 
L Tapes and Small Wares 
All other Articles 


By 

The Bast India 
Company, 


s 

c 

i 

c 



: ; : 

- Tons, Cw'ts. (]. lbs. 

l.ODS 2 

- lbs. 

‘2,200 

i 

C-wts. cj. lbs. ' 

aitt 0 i« 

(iiillons ; 

-iw) 

tiallons 

2i,b(;2 

Cvvts. q. lbs* 

■ 

UK 1 12 

(.AVfs. f). lbs. 

_ 

Number 

7,U,R1 

(AVts. (j. Ib.s. 

10 1 S 

Tuns. H. (i. 

IS 0 r>7 

► - Pieces 

10,100 

> Ibeces 

12 

- Piei'es 

14 

- Pieces 

2b 

• Ibeees 

1 7S,4I>S 

- Yards 

- 

» Yards 

2,200 

Yards 

► 

- Yards 

- 

- Number 

- 

- Doz. l*air 

- 

- 

- 


ioTAL Value of F^xports to the East Indies and China in the Year ending 
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to the East Indies and (yliina, during each of the last Sfir Yeara— continued. 


Ykar ending .'ilh January 1819 — conlinucd. 


QUANTITIES EXPORTED. 



DECLARED VALUE 

THEREOF. 


— 

free Trade, 
including 

The Privilege 'IVade. 

TOTAL. 

. . ®>- 
J he Last India 

Company. 


Free 'I'rade, 
including 

a’lif Privilege Trade. 

TOTAL. 



• 

£ 

s. 

d. 


s. 

d. 

£ 


d. 


- 

(i,!I(t7 

4 

9 

25,1cSl 

7 

8 

32,388 

12 

5 

- 

- 

22,102 

10 

11 

2,039 

8 

0 

21,801 

18 

11 

- 

• 

l,92fi 

11 

H 

11,374 

0 

0 

13,300 

17 

8 

5r. 13 0 0 

i,i:.a ^18 li 15 

2a,lS9 

15 

11 

k 

459 

0 

0 

23,948 

15 

11 

- 

- 



- 

08,245 

1 

0 

68,245 

1 

6 

- 

- 

:U),H02 

10 

0 

30,275 

8 

()• 

61,077 

18 

6 


oio,(ia5 

a 85 

0 

0 

1(35,171 

.) 

0 

1 ()5,550 

2 

0 

- 

- 

28 

0 

0 

27,201 

13 

8 

27,289 

13 

8 

410 a 7 

74:; a ‘J5 

1,598 

5 

3 

2,:;97 

10 

0 

3,f)95 

15 

3 


■i,07:.i 

aao 

10 

0 

2,851 

15 

0 

.3,191 

5 

0 

14S,;M7 

170,079 

2,901 

10 

1 

3(i,t)l* 

1.*^ 

8 

38,949 

^9 

9 



2a,854 

10 

8 

39,24 1 

5 

0 

03,095 

15 

8 

L’fi.S^O 0 23 

«L’f),!MS 2 7 

.478 


5 

30,201 

17 

2 

30,582 

19 

7 

air a lTj 

a47 a ‘J5 

- 


- 

1,297 

4 

0 

1 ,2!17 

7 

0 

1,4(14 

8,500 

5,290 

12 

0 

1,923 

10 

0 

7,214 

o 

0 


1 0 1 8 

45 

8 

0 

- 


- 

45 

8 

•0 



i,5oa 

(i 

*> 

20, 093 

2 

(i 

28,106 

8 

8 

7011 (1 la 

817 1 9 

.1,275 

10 

8 


3 

4 

57,210 

0 

0 

8,741 

'J5, 150 

274,0 la 

14 

>> 

9.5, 3.43 

13 

8 

309,977 

7 

10 

:!07 

409 

70 

0 

S 

1 ,803 

0 

0 

1,933 

0 

8 

\)17 

941 

8(i 

8 

5 

0,587 

4 

0 

1 0,073 

12 

1 1 

S'.7 

85 a 

177 

11 

0 

4,4.33 

0 

0 

j 4,010 

11 

0 

4,(i02 

18a, 150 

5ia,919 

0 

8 

13,037 

18 

(J I 

520,957 

5 

o 

1 / 1 ,a/ 4 

i7i,a74 

- 


- 

10,791 

4 

0 

10,791 

4 

0 


17,414 

287 

10 

•() 

2,449 

0 

0 

2,730 

10 

0 


(i,‘J20 

- 


- 

1,398 

0 

0 

1,398 

0 

0 

1,54(1 

* 1 ,540 

i 


- 

207 

0 

0 

207 

0 

0 

101 

104 

- 


- 

25 

0 

0 

25 

0 

0 

a79 0 

a79 0 

- 


- 

521 

5 

0 

521 

5 

0 


- 

- 


- 

4,813 

10 

0 

4,813 

10 

0 


. 

143 

5 

0 

0,337 

5 

0 

0,480 

10 

0 

- 


TT2,298 

15 

9 

291,500 

15 

3 

343,865 

11 

0 

5th January 1819 

- M 

1,250,064 

13 

5 

3,052,741 

3 

1 

4,302,805 

16 

6 
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to the East Indies and China, during each of tlie last Six Years — continunl. 


Year ending 5th January 1820. 

QUANTITIES EXPORTED. 

DECLARED VALUE THEREOF. 

n 

Free 'IVade, 


By 


Free 'J'radc, 


TOTAL 


■■ 

■1 

including 

TOTAL. 

The East India 


includini?: 


• 


1 

I'he Privilege 'I'radc. 


Company. 


The Piivilege 

JYadc. 



H 




£ 5. 

(L 

£ 

S. 

d. 

d: 

.V. 

d. 


- 

- 

13,379 4 

H 

7,788 

19 

0 

23,168 

3 

8 


- - - 

_ - - 

329 12 

0 

30,480 

19 

0 

30,810 

1 I 

0 


1,808 3 10 

.1,814 f 59 

143 12 

4 

40,252 

16 

{] 

dO,39!S 

8 

10 


2,140 0 12 

2,141 1 12 

29 9 

6 • 

40,814 

9 

0 

•10,843 

18 

6 


511 0 7 ■ 

560 3 7 

494 18 

1 

5,318 

0 

0 

• 

3,812 

18 

1 


• - - 


496 0 

6 

6,502 

0 

0 

(i,!)08 

0 

6 


101 

101 

- 

- 

12,858 

10 

0 

12,838 

10 

0 


xn 1 

317 34 

322 10 

0 

331 

J 

0 

1,033 

11 

0 


124 0 0 0 

124 0 0 0 

- 

- 

70 

S 

0 

70 

8 

0 


13,069 

13,069 

- 

- 

13,722 

, 9 

0 

13,722 

9 

0 


- - - 

- - - 

Ill 9 

6 

13,349 

10 

0 

13,660 * 

19 

6 


7,020 2 18 

38,480 2 18 

188,128 7 

7 

13,823 

1 

7 

231,931 

9 

2 


8,037 3 1 1 

• 

9,118 3 11 

1,087 4 

il 

37,202 

0 

0 

38,289 

1 

11 


2,912 3 21 

3,993 3 21 

22,311 6 

3 

17,673 

14 

6 

39,‘>S3 

0 

9 


1,323 1 27 

2,033 3 20 

1,312 13 

6 

4,284 

13 

0 

3,827 

8. 

6 


i,8rr<,3()6 

l,S77J96 

no 3 

0 

106,119 

10 

2 

I06.5l’0 

13 

- 


3,699,877 

3.599,877 

- 

- 

232,383 

12 

4 

232,383 

12 

4 


l,53(i,8(il 

1,53(>,S6 1 

• 


112,869 

10 

11 

112,86:) 

HJ 

il 


1,050 

1,030 

- 

- 

86 

0 

0 

86 

(1 

0 


12,221 

12,224 


- 

1,099 

19 

10 

1,099 

19 

Iv) 


430 

430 

- 

- 

49 

0 

0 

•19 

0 

0 


123 

123 

- 

- 

1 

0 

0 

122 

0 

0 


4,100 

4,100 


- 

1,092 

0 

0 

1,092 

0 

0 


1,136 

1,136 

- 

. ' 

448 

3 

0 

•flS 

3 

0 


3,347 0 

3,347 0 


- 

3,898 

3 

0 

3,S.0S 

3 

0 


- - - 

- - - 

70 12 

3 

491 

0 

0 

361 

12 

3 


• 

_ » > 

. 

- 

126 

11 

0 

126 

11 

0 

i' 

747 

971 

• 30 0 

0 

108 

0 

0 

138 

0 

0 

I 

696,836 

721,136 

273 14 

10 

10,300 

17 

(i 

10,376 

12 

4 


_ _ - 

- - 

2,127 9 

4 

73,017 

jO 

0 

77,144 

19 

4 


3,131 

UJ7\ 

, 16,365 18 

11 

9, 1 74 

IS 

0 

23,310 

16 

II 


« - - 


141- 9 

8 

13,733 

11 

0 

15,893 

0 

8 


. 

- - - 

9,913 18 

0 

19,687 

10 

0 

1 •29,(10 1 

8 

0 


1,203 7 

3,491 7 

6,878 6 

• » 

6,665 

3 

(1 

13,343 

9 

2 


4,C91 19 1 14 

6,245 17 2 9 

25,893 8 

o 

62,996 

14 

o 

88,892 

• 

- 

1 


352 0 0 0 

415 0* 0 0 

773 1 

9 

4,409 

0 

0 

3,182 

1 

9 


22,189 3 3 

34,393 1 2 

, 11,703 19 

0 

29,449 

11. 

0 

41,213 

10 

0 


1,195 8 

1,212 8 

109 0 

0 

7,403 

0 

0 

7,314 

0 

0 


602 4 I 21 

2,436 9 3 8 

46,565 5 

10 

14,102 

3 

0 

60,667 

10 

10 


* m 

- 

3,013 12 

It 

27,466 

11 

6 

30.:) 10 

i 

7 

5 
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[Appendix N. 2. 


No. 2.— An Account of all Goods exported from Great Britain, 


SPECIES OF MERCHANDIZE EXPORTED. 


Linen Manufactures 

Military Stores, not otherwise described 

Musical Instruments 

Ordnance of Brass and Iron 

Plate, Plated Ware, Jewellery, and Watches 

Provisions - . 

Quicksilver . - - 

Silk Manufactures 

Soap and Candles - - . 

Spirits, B’-itish - 
> Foreign 

Stationery - 

Steel, un wrought - - - . 

Sugar, refined 
Swords 

Till, unwrouglit 

Tin and Pewler Wares and Tin Plates 
Whines - . - . 

Cloths - - 

Coatings, Duffels, he. 

Kerseymeres 
Baizes 

Stuffs, viz. Camblet, Serges, he. 
Flannel 

^ Blankets and Blanketing 
Carpets and Carpeting 
Woollens mixed with Cotton, he. 

Hugs and Coverlids 
Hosiery, viz. Stockings 

■■ ■ of all other Sorts 

Tapes and Small Wares 
All other Articles 



By 

The Ea.st India 
Company. 

. Cwts. (j. lbs. 

j * 

! j 

! - 

‘J,4vS() 0 0 0 

lbs. 

:;,oo(i 

( Wts. rj. Ibs- 

2 12 

fialjoiis 

1 

- (iallons 

1 

Il),b0() 1 

1 

1 

(’WtS. (j. l(>s. 

- 1 

I,2(1S 2 (1 I 

Cwts. <|. lbs. 

, 

- j 

j\uinl)rr 

;in) ! 

( wls. (|. I!)'.. 

li) 1) (I 1 

1 1 

'inns. If. (i, 

1 ‘ “ ■ : 

: )!t 2 do ' 

j 

- Pl(‘< L- , 

1 !).!):;() 

IbcL’C'S 

] 

1 

Cnfcs 

! s.'i 

}*iect's 

1 i id 

■ Pieces j 

ibibdOl 

- • 'S'ards 

.),00() 

■ Yards 

a,/ .)0 

* Yards 

- 

■* Yards 

- - - 

- Number 

- • - 

Dozen. JViir 

- 


- 

i 

- 

Indies and Cduna in the Year ending 


Custom House, London, 
10th July 1820. 
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to the East Indies and China, during each of tlie last Six Yetura— continued. 



. Year ending 5th Januar'i 

1820 — continued . 

• 



QUANTITIES EXPORTED. 

DECLARED VALUE THEREOF. 

Free 'Frade, 


By 



Free Trade, 





including 

TOTAL. 

The F.ast India 


incliidinj: 


TOTAL. 


The Privilege Trade. 


Company . 


The Privilegt 

Trade. 






£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

S. 

(/. 

£ 

N. 

(/. 

" - - 

- 

9,193 

0 

3 

13,081 

17 

10 

22,274 

18 

1 

. 

• 

17,741 

4 

3 

8,2 10 

2 

0 

20,951 

6 

3 



2,268 

3 

0 

11,952 

:> 

0 

14,220 

6 

0 

- 

2,48(1 (1 0 (1 

;W,70G 

3 

2 

- 


- 

.33,706 

,3 

2 

- 

- 

- 


- 

46,352 

19 

6 • 

46,:^52 

19 

6 

- 

- 

28,243 

19 

11 

12,414 

8 

0 

40,658 

7 

11 


534,930 

525 

0 

0 

93,089 

6 

6 

93,014 

6 

0 


- 

30 

19 

0 

(;,220 

2 

6 

6,251 

1 

6 

f)7(l 0 2(3 

1,372 3 10 

2,933 

0 

0 

2,743 

6 

0 

5,676 

6 

0 

1 ,S8!) 

1.SS9 

- 


- 

1,406 

5* 

6 

1,406 

5 

• 

6 


215,931 

2,682 

17 

7 

48,950 

17 

5 

51,633 

15 

0 

- 


21,993 

8 

0 

9.763 

11 

6 

31,756 

19 

6 

17,881 0 0 

111, 149 2 (1 

1,299 

4 

7 

19,209 

0 

0 

20.508 

4 

7 

j ‘1 

;{(HI 1 4 

- 


- 

975 

(i 

7 

975 

6 

7 

2:31 

541 

210 

10 

0 

728 

15 

0 

939 

5 

0 


10 0 (i 

47 

0 

0 

- 


> 

47 

0 

0 

. 


. 744 

12 

9 

6,453 

0 

0 

7,197 

12 

f) 

CM 2 

706 . 1 44 

1,378 

17 

10 

48,070 

16 

7 

49,449 

14 

5 

7,.V20i 

27,150i 

335,208 

5 

5 

84,724 

4 

0 

419,932 

9 

5 

1)2 

177 

902 

15 

6 

861 

0 

0 

1,763 

15 

6 

4 

144 

850 

0 

0 

. 20 

0 

0 

870 

0 

0 

5,2()(; 

174,707 

485,555 

3 

7 

17.590 

10, 

0 

503,145 

13 

7 

35,1)61 

40,9(U 

490, 

0 

(i 

3,260 

8 

0 

3,750 

8 

0 

10,814 

l(3,5(i4 

888 

9 

0 

1,1 (i8 

0 

0 

2,356 

9 

0 

h,535 

aS,535 

- 


- 

1,683 

10 

0 

1,683 

10 

0 

1,231 

1,231 

• 



275 

10 

0 

275 

10 

0 

1 17 

17 

- 


- 

22 

0 

0 

22 

0 

(1 

' 23 0 

23 0 

- 


- 

r>9 

0 

0 

39 

0 

0 

- 

" 

772 

6 

5 

1,188 

1 

0 

1,960 

7 

5 


- 

• 


- 

2,398 

9 

6 

2,398 

9 

6 

- 

- 

59,019 

2 

9 

173,690 

14 

0 

229,709 

16 

9 

5th January 1820 

£ 

1,358,326 

13 

8 

l,(iri0,338 

5 

5 

0,008,601 

19 

1 


WILLiaM IRVINC, 

Inspector General of llie Imports and Exports of Greai Britain. 
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[Appendix 0. 1. 


No. 1 ^An account of all Goods of the Produce of the East Indies and China imported 

Value of the principal Articles imported, aiid stating the Imports by 


SPECIES OF MERCHANDIZE IMPORTED. 

Rales 

of 

Valuation. 


Thp East India 
Company. 


d! s. 

(L 


Borax - - - - . _ _ 

0 0 

7 lbs. 

- 

Camphire - • - 

0 2 

10 lbs. 

- 

Cassia Lignca _ . - - - 

0 1 

6 lbs. 

- 

Cinnamon - - - - - - - 

0 (i 

i; lbs. 


Cloves - - . - 

0 4 

0 Ihs. 

- - . 1 

Coffee - - - _ - 

5 :> 

0 ( wfs. 

1 ,iji45 

Cotton Wool - - - - " - 

0 0 

10 ll)S. 

•1,232,82:; 

Gum Lac of all Sorts . ^ - 

0 1 

a lbs. ‘ 

- 

Indigo - “ - * - - - 

0 () 

0 lbs. 

1 1 9,979 

Mace 

1 .^> 

0 lbs. 


Mother of Pearl Shells , - . » - 

0 1 

2 lbs. 

- 

Nutmegs 

0 15 

0 !I)S. 

li7.L’9S 

Pepper 

0 0 

9 lbs. 

U«,(1J7 

Piece Goods, viz. Calicoes - - - . . 

0 15 

0 I’li'ces. 

40, '^..'39 

— Muslins ----- 

1 10 

0 Pi fees. 

1)()S 


0 5 

0 Pieces. 

l-'O.l./OO 

Prohibited - • - 

0 17 

6 Pieces. 

241,010 

Rhubarb - - - - - - - 

0 2 

0 lbs. 

- 

Rice - i - - - - - 

1 0 

0 Cvvvs. 

- 

Sago - 

0 0 

4 lbs. 

- 

Saltpetre . - - - - - 

^ 5 

0 (>\vts. 

6(),8I3 

Silk, raw, of Bengal - - . - - 

1 0 

0 lbs. 

8()7,54.'i 

of China - - - - - 

1 8 

0 lbs. 

107,420 

Sugar 

2 2 

0 Cwts. 

19.29S 

Tea ’ * ' ■ “ • “ “ 

0 ' 3 

:i lbs. 

li8,47().231 

Turracrick - . . - . 

0 0 

6 lbs. 

- 

Other Articles - - - - • « - 

Valued at 

- 


Total Value of East India and China Produce imported into Great Britain, in the Year ending 
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APPENDIX O. 

into Great Britaik, for the Year ending the 5th January 1821 ; specifying the Quantity and 
tlie East India Company distinct and separate Iroin the Free Trade. , 

Year ending 5th January 1821. 


QUANTITIES IMPORTED. 


VAIAJK TIIEREOI', 

:alrulale(l af. ilrt* Hales insi-rUal in Eirst Colmuii. 


Krc ‘0 Traill- 
incKitliiP' 

The Pnv.liY” 

TOTAL. 

liy 

'Phe East India 
C'oinpanv. 


Free Trade, 
including 

'File Privilege 'IVade. 

TOTAL. 



r% 

• 



(L 


S. 

(1. 

£ 

s. 

4. 

!)7H,7()(l 

l)7ti,70(i 

- 


- 

28,545 

8 

4 

28,545 

8 

1 


i:R;,S79 

- 


- 


'S 

10 

j 9,39 1 

3 

10 

I7:*,177 

i 75,177 

- 


- 

13,100 

I 

15 

5 

13,150 

15 

5 

1VS7I 


107,553 

15 

0 

■ 955 

1 

1 

5 

108,585 

14 

0 


()\5S2I 

- 


- 

i 1,515 

10 

0 

1,315 

JO 

0 

■17,7a 1 

4i),(isi; 

7,00H 

15 

0 

2:.(),f)S2 

15 

0 

257,701 

10 

0 

lUjiai.iiji 

i.';t,;i(i;t,s7 1 

1 75,357 

12 

5 

7‘>7,127 

‘) 

5 

973,49 1 

15 

0 

• 


- 


- 

122,397 

5 

0 

122,397 

.1 

0 



:i5.!)95 

14 

0 

1.442.019 

12 

0 

1.178,043 

5 

0 


7.2(j(it 

5 

15 

0 

9,079 

7 

5 

9,083 

# 

5 

x»r)j,orir* 

.')(i5,05S 

- 


- 

21,294 

15 

o 

21.294 

15 

.) 


!/l,422i; * 

50,473 

10 

0 

18,095 

11 

5 

58,557 

1 

0 

j.-iUT-;! 

li54,95S 

3,885 

0 


20,574 


3 

21,550 

18 

5 

l',07li 

'll 0,5 15 

305, 1 79 

5 

0 

1,557 

0 

0 

307,735 

■- 

0 

IlS 

98(5 

852 

0 

0 

527 

0 

0 

1,479 

0 

0 

7(i(i,0-i(i 

!Ri9,7 15 

55,017 

10 

• 

0 

210,552 

13 

0 

255,580 

3 

0 

20lVD7^, 

4I.S„S27^ 

210,883 

15 

0 

J 77,027 

15 

3 

387,911 

11 

3 

2()a,r)07 

205,597 

- 


- 

20,559 

14 

0 

20,559 

14 

0 

19:>,407 

• 195,407 



• 

195,407 

0 

0* 

195,407 

0 

0 

i,02sj i:i 

1,028,115 

* 


- 

17,135 

4 

4 

17,135 

4 

1 


195,515 

217,142 

5 

0 

421,850 

0 

0 

538,992 

5 

0 

27l,12(i 

J, 078,571 

807,5 15 

0 

0 

271,125 

0 

0 

^ 1,078,571 

0 

0 

ir)a,6H9 

271,1 15* 

150,395 

S 

0 

229, 1 54 

12 

0 , 

, 379,551 

0 

0 

257,929 

277,227 

40,525 

15 

•0 

541,550 

18 

0 

. 582,175 

14 

0 

i,()7i,7ra 

50,147,994 

4.527,387 

10 

9 

271,551 

9 

9 

4,899,019 

0 

5 

914,85^ 

914,853 

• 

- 


- 

. 22,871 

5 

§ 

22,871 

(i 

5 

• 

• 

• 45,647 

0 

• 

0 

545,535 

14 

1 

592,283 

• 

14 

1 

5t,h Jatmafy 1821 

. 

6,814,963 

1 

9 

6 

.0,671,703 

11 

9 

12,016,667 

1 

3 


TT T! Tnr>T7T1'M^, 



( 490 ) 


[Appendix 0.2. 


No. 2.— An account of all GOODS exported from Great Britain to the East Inimes and China, 

principal Articles exported j and stating the Exports by the 



SPECIES OF MERCHANDIZE EXPORTED. 


Apothecan^ Ware 
Apparel 

lieer and Ale • - . 

I3ooks, printed - . . 

Brass 

Cabinet and Upholstery Wares 
Carriages 

Coals, he. by Measure 

by WtM'ght 

Cochineal - . - 

Colours for rainters 
Copper, in Bricks and Pigs 
— - in Sheets and Nails 

W>o light 

Co-dage 

Calicoes, he. White or Plain 

Printed, Chcijuered, he. 

Muslins, he. White or Plain 

■ Printed, Chequered, 

•f. 

^ Fustians, Wdvets, he. 

^ J Cotton and Linen mixed 

(Counterpanes and Bed Quill.s 
Lace and Patent Net 
Cotton for Stitching and Sewing 
Hosiery, viz. Stockings 

of other Sorts 

L Tapes and small Wares 
Cotton Twist and Yarn 
Earthenware of all Sorts 
Glass - - - 

Guns and }*istols 
Haberdashery and Millinery 
Hardwares and Cutlery 
Hats of all Sorts 
Iron, in Bars - 
— 5— Bolt and Rod 

Cafit and Wrought 

Lace and Thread of Gold and Silver 
Lead and Shot 
Leather and Sadi cry 




- Tuns. H. G. 

- Cwts. q. ihs. 

- ( tets. q. lbs. 

- Number 

- ( hah Bus. 

'hons. ('. q. lbs. 

« 11 ) 8 . 

(Jwts, q. lbs. 
Cwts. q. Ills. 
Cwts. (|. lbs. 

- ( wts. q. lbs. 

N’ards 

- Yards 
Yanis 
Yauh 

- Yard.s 
^^lrds 

Number 

- Yards 
lbs. wt. 

- l)oz. Pr. 

- lbs, wt. 

- Pieces 

~ Number 

- l)oz. No. 
Tons. C. q. Jbs. 
'JVms. C. q. lbs. 

- Cwts. q. lbs. 

- lbs. oz. 
Tons, C. q. lbs. 



py 

TUc Kast India 
Compuny . 


1 
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for tlie Year ending the 5th of January 1821 ; specifying the Quantity and declared Value of the 
’ East India Company distinct and separate from the Free Trade. 


UUANTITIKS EXPORTKI). 


Yj:au ending 5th Januauy 


DECLARED VALUE THEREOF. 



I ree 'J'rade, 
incln<ling 

Tho Pj'ivilegL 'rruclo. 

'J’OTAL. 

• 

3 l.c lust India 

Company . 

I'roe Trade, 
including 

'Die J^rivilcgc Trade. 

TOTAL. 




£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

(1. 

£ 


lI 


- 

- 

23,052 

0 

10 

K,80G 

18 

0 

32.508 

18 

10 


- 

■ “ 

13,439 

0 

2 

12,027 

n 

6 

25,460 

17 

8 



3,3^^;; 2 3 

301 

10 

0 . 

70,051 

18 

0 

71,010 

S 

0 


‘-’,7s!i 0 :! . 

2. “74 0 3 

573 

11 

7 

39,150 

11 

1 

39,730 

2 

8 


OOL' 0 ‘Ji 

7S7 (1 24 

1 ,3«C 

s 

1 1 

5 , 00 s 

0 

(j 

0,394 

8 

11 


- 

- 

230 

0 

0 

5, ISC 

13 

0 

5,716 

13 

G 


]()() 

URi 

- 



1 1 ,777 

0 

0 

11,777 

0 

0 


l.'il 14 

1,013 (is 

1,757 

0 

0 

141 

H 

0 

1,898 

8 

0 


i IS ;; 1) 0 

1 IS 3 0 0 

- 


- 

75 

15 

0 

75 

15 

0 


1 1 :2y.' 

1 i,2.i;i 

- 


- 

1J,S]5 

1,4 

0 

11,815 

,13 

0 


- 


1,350 

12 

s 

0,184 

S 

0 

7,535 

0 

8 


2X 1 0 (i 

•42,572 3 20 

222.083 

>> 

0 

14,242 

4 

0 

230,820 

7 

0 


1 IjirtTi 15 27 

2:i,(;0!) 1 IS 

(;8,22C 

10 

1 

00,S09 

18 

0 

13.5.030 

8 

1 


i,ss; 1 20 

i 20 

S,030 

4 

2 

27.400 

G 

3 

.i5,495 

10 

5 


i.riis 1 k; 

(t,S09 3 PS 

5,513 

10 

2 

12,204 

5 

0 

17,717 

15 

* 2 


;’.,s;5r,7!)2 

:i,‘)774)is 

3,009 

; 

1 

j;3,15S 

]/ 

0 

170,828 

4 

7 


7.rii2,7(ir 

7,5 J3,(iS5 

. 1,331 

17 

0 

** 

408,29 1 

18 

2 

409,026 

J5 

4 



2,7.1(i,0S3 

- 


- 

1 00.290 

14 

4 

1 00,290 

11 

4 



13,4(il 

• 



921 

11 

0 

921 

11 

6 


:;:5,s22 

45,099 

1 ,32.0 

0 

5 

2,131 

0 

0 

3,456 

0 

5 


;5r)2 

302 



! 

. 33.4 

0 

0 

333 0 

0 


IS,.')''' 1 

4S,3S1 

- 

& 

- 

1,557 

0 

; 

1,557 

0 

0 


r(),s;5 1 

;02S34 

• 


• 

i 17,709 

17 

1 

0 

17,709 

J7 

0 


I4,:jj2 (\ 

11,41s 0 

200 

0 

0 

12.305 


(i 

12,505 

8 

6 




_ 


- 

! 12 

15 

0 

• 412 

15 

0 


• 


• 


- 

1.174 

0 

0 

1,174 

0 

0 


- 

224 

24 

5 

4 



- 

24 

5 

4 


013,071 

030,071 

219 

4 

0 

s,7i2 

s 

0 

S,93I 

12 

0 


- 

- . - 

3.040 

12 

• ) 

9:),01 1 



98,090 

19 

5 


, 2,993 

I0,9P\ 

. *59,072 

3 

3 


(1 

0 

()S,431 

7* 

3 


- 

1 

950 

19 

s 

22,:>SS 

.% 

s 

23,345 


4 


- 

f 

12,001 

17 

1 

2!>.0S4 

8 

0 

42,340 

5 

I 


1,227 T) 

, 4,331 5 

8,955 

11 

4 

0,135 

10 

0 

15,091 

] 

4 


5,112 4 3 9 

8,181 5 3 19 

• 

41,203 

11 

0 

05,507 

15 

(» 

109,711 

0 

0 


501 12 2 1 

<if)3 12 2 1 

1,071 

5 

0 

5,32S 

/ 

0 

0,999 

12 

0 


20,225 0 3 

34,72c 1 3 

* 15,732 

18 

1 

2S,294 

• 

3 

0 

44,027 

i 

1 


1,5M 8 - - 

- 1,031 0 

413 

12 

s 

il,475 

0 

0 

9,888 

12 

s 


_43;2 7 0 2% 

1,C11 19 0 20 

25,013 

3 

10 

9,970 

4 

0 

, i 1 S , ) 

7 

10 

' 

- 

- 

12,514 

6 


32,017 

15 

0 

4:.,lv52 

1 

i 



( m ) 
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Britain to the East Indies and Cliim^^continued, 


• • 


Year ending 5th January 1821 — continued. 

QUANTITIES EXPORTED. 

DECLARED VALUE THEREOF. 


Free Trade, 
Uicludiiig 

The Privilege Trade. 

■BBI^ 

By 

The East India 

Company. 

Free Trade, 
including 

The privilege Trade, 

TOTAX. 




£ 


d. 


s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 


- 

- 

5,270 

0 

11 

18,230 

6 

1 

23,506 

7 

0 



... 

2*8,618 

2 

0 

1,801 

10 

0 

30,419 

12 

0 


- 

• - -• 

2,081 

16 

5 

9,072 

8 

6 

12,054 

4 

11 


13 0 « 0 

61^ 0 U 0 

7,070 

9 

:f 

131 

0 

0 

7,504 

9 

3 


- 

- 

765 

16 

0 

60,254 

18 

6 

ft 

64,020 

14 

6 


- 


2;5,78l 

4 

6 

20,867 

18 

8 

46,649 

0 

2 


252, J/G 

255,676 

612 

10 

« 

44,130 

16 

0 

44,743 

6 

0 


- 

- 

228 

0 

0 

17,160 

10 

0 

17,388 

10 

0 


708 2 12 

1,111 0 8 

1,581 

0 

0 

0,12.0 

0 

0 

4,704 

0 

0 


2,720 

2,740 

12 

0 

0 


16 

0 

1.725 

16 

0 


278,:»10 

278,r.33 

6 

0 

9 

69,029 

17 

9 

09,035 

18 

6 


- 

ft 

20,500 

11 

6 

16,197 

18 

6 

39,728 

10 

0 


13,08:{ 1 

10,880 0 26 

870 

7 

11 

13,370 

5 

7 

14,252 

10 

6 


436 1 24 

,501 0 2 

201 

18 

9 

1,240 

10 

10 

1,472 

12 

7 


120 

10,920 

6,118 

8 

6 

506 

0 

0 

6,024 


6 


1 2 0 

12 2 0 

46 

18 

10 

5 

0 

0 

51 

IB 

10 


. 

- 

1,278 

12 

5 

4,838 

16 

0 

6,117 

8 

5 


GOO 1 5G 

613 2 4 

* 7(ft 

1 

1 

42,243 

1 

1 

42,940 

2 

2 


15,l)i8| 

* 42,616^ 

4 1,0,9 19 

15 

1 

166,366 

0 

1 

612,31.5 

1 .5 

2 


12 

40 

224 

10 

0 

78 

0 

0 

302 

10 

0 


444 

471 . 

•221 

0 

0 

3,041 

0 

0 

0,262 

0 

0 


1 % 

106 

- 


- 

1,118 

0 

0 

1,118 

0 

0 


02,002 

211,500 

582,450 

It 

5 

’ 150,009 

0 

0 • 

735,789 

11 

5 


88,0.52 

108,052 

1,454^ 

() 

0 

8,166’ 

0 

6 

9,620 

0 

6 


7,860 

18,250 

1*016 

9 

2 

997 

0 

0 

2,013 

9 

2 


5,086 

5,08G 

- 


- 

9S0 

0 

0 

• 

980 

0 

0 


l,65r)» 

11,6.55 

- 


- 

395 

15 

0 

095 

15 

0 


27 

• 

27 

- • 


- 

12 

0 

0 

12 

0 

0 

1 

170 0 

1*70 0 

- 


- 

165 

0 

0 

165 

0 

0 


- 

- 

- 


- 

534 

0 

0 

504 

0 

0 


- 

• 

. 146 

11 

0 

1,800 

0 

0 

1,919 

11 

3 


- 

- 

4.0, 9f6 

18 

8 : 


7 

6 

229,660 

6 

2 

5th January 1821 

• 

£ 

1,720,783 

6 

2 1 

1 

1 



4 . 

4,029,188 

6 

6 


WILLIAM IRVING, 

Inspector Gencrfl of the Imports and Exports of Great Britain# 


(4J.) () O 
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APPENDIX P. 


An account of the Quantities and Value of British Manufactures, See. exported from Gueat 
Britain to all Parts of India, by the Free Traders, during tlie last Year, ending the 5th of January 
1821, specifying separately the Quantities of Woollens and Cottons ; also, of the Registered 
Tonnage of Shipping that cleared outwards from Great Britain to India with Cargoes by Free 
Traders, during the same Period. 


SPECIES OF merchandize EXPORTED. 


Apothecary Wares 

Apparel - . - 

Beer and AU - ‘ - 

Books, printed 

Brass - - - 

Cabinet and Upholstery Warti 
Carriages 

Coals, &c. by Measure 
———'by Weight 

Cochineal - - » 

Colours for Painters 

Copper in Bricks and Pigs 

in Sheets and Nails 

■ ■■ Wrought 

Cordage - . . 

Calicoes, &c. 'White or Plain 

' — ■ Printed, Chequered, &c. 

Muslins, &c, Wliite or Plain 
Printed, Chequered, ^c. 

Fustians, Velrets, ^tc. 

Cotton and Linen mixed 

Counterpane.s and^Bed Uuilts 

Lace and Patent Net 

Cotton tor stitching and sewing 

Hosiery, ?iz. Stockings 
— of other Sorts 

Tapes and Small Wares 

Cotton Twist and Yarn 

Earthenwares of all Sorts 

Glass 

Guns and Pistols . . . 

Haberdashery and Millinery 

Hardwares and Cqtlery 

Hats of all Sorts 

Iron in Bars 

— Bolt and Rod - 
— - Cast and Wrought 

Lace and Thread of Gold and Silfer. 

Lead and Shot ... 

Leather and Sadiery 


5 

O 


c 

o 

w 

o 



Ybar ending 5th January 1821. 


Quantities exported. 

Declarad VkIup i 

• 

thereof. 




£ 

s. 

d. 


> - 

8,85 G 

18 

0 

- 


12,027 

11 

G 

Turns. H. CL 

3,335 3 3 

70, G5 1 

18 

0 

Cwts.-q. lbs. 

2,73!) 0 3 

39,I5G 

11 

1 

C'vvts. q. lbs. 

C02 0 21 

5,008 

0 

0 



5,4SG 

13 

G 

Number 

lOG 

i 1.777 

0 

0 

Chalds. Bug. 

13‘1 ]4 

141 

s 

0 

Tons. C. q. ibi. 

118 3 0 0 

75 

1.5 

0 

lbs. 

11,253 

1I.815 

13 

0 

- 

- 

fi, ) ^4 

8 

0 

Cwts. q. lbs. 

2,374 0 G 

1 1,242 

4 

G 

Cwis. q. lbs. 

ll,fi55 3 27 

GG.HOO 

18 

0 

Cuts. q. lbs. 

4,S87 I 20 

27,485 

G 

3 

Cwts. q. ibs. 

4,798 I IC 

12,204 

5 

0 

- Yards 

3,837.r!)2 

173, 158 

17 

(i 

• Yards 

7,5l2,7(i7 

4r)H,‘2ii 1 

18 

<» 

Yards 

2,7'i(;,(m3 

i 6G,29G 

14 

4 

Yards 

13,4G1 

!»2I 

ii 

(i 

Yards 

33,822 

2,131 

0 

0 

Yards 

— 




Number 

3G2 

333 

0 

0 

Yards 

48,381 

1,557 

0 

0 

lbs. wt. 

1 70,834 

• 17,709 

17 

0 

Do 2. Pr. 

14,352 G 

12,3G5 

8 

G 



4 12 

15 

0 

1 


i;i7i 

0 

0 

lb.sl wt. 

■ — 

— 


- Pieces 

613,071 

8,712 

8 

0 

- 

- 

95,644 

7 

3 

- Number 

1 

2,995 

8,759 

0 

0 

^ m 

. 

29,388 

5 

8 

- 


29,684 

8 

0 

DoiseD, No. 

1,227 5 

6,135 

10 

0 

Tons. q. lbs. 

5,112 4 3 9 

65,507 

15 

0 

I OU8. C. q. lbs, 

Cwts. q. lbs. 

1 

504 12* 2 1 
26,235 0 3 

5,328 

28,294 

7 

3 

0 

0 

lbs. 02 f. 

1,514 8 

* 9,475 

0 

0 

Tons. C. q, ibs. 

432 7 0 25 

5^,970 

. 4 

0 

" 

• 

32,647 

It 

n 
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An account of Britisli Manufactures, &c. exported from Great niitaiu to India bv ii.c l iee TAdors— fOM/nu.ed, 


SPECIES OF MEHCHAMDIZE EXPORTED. 


Linen Manufactures - . . 

• • 

Military Stores, not otherwise described 

Musical Instruments 

Ordnance of Brass and Iron - - 

Plate, Plated Ware, Jeweliery, and Watches 
Provisions - • - 

Quicksilver - - - . 

Silk Manufactures ... 

Soap and Candles - • . ' - 

Spirits, British , - - 

f oreign - . - . 

Stationery . - - . 

Steel, unwrought . - - . . 

Sugar, relined - - . 

Swords , - - - - 

7'iu, unvvrought . . , 

Tin and Pewter Wares, and Tin Plates 
Wines - . - . 

f Cloths . - - 

Coatings, Duffels, kc, • 

Kerseymere • - - - 

Baizes - - ^ - 

Stufis, via, Ctmblet, Serges, &c. 

Plan n el • . - . 

Blankets and Blanketing 
('arpets and Carpeting - - - 

Woollfins mixed with Cotton, 8ie. • 

Rugs and Coverlids 
Hbsiery, viz. Stockings 

of all other Scfrts 

Tapes and Small Wares 
All other Articles .. .. 

Total Value of Merchandize exported from ' 
the Free Traders . 




Year ending Sth January IS:' 


Quantitiei cxporteil. 


Declir''- l VbIui- 
thcrecif. 


- 

- 

- 


£ 

18,233 

s, 

6 

rJ. 

1 

- 


• 

- 

1,801 

10 

0 

- 

- 

- 

- 

9,072 

8 

6 

Cwtfi. 

q. lbs. 

13 0 0 

0 

131 

0 

0 

- 


' 

- 

63,254 

18 



- 

- 

- 

20,867 

18 

8 

- 

lbs. 

252. 17G 


44,130 

16 

0 

- 

- 


- 

17,160 

13 

0 

Cwts. 

q. lbs. 

70S 2 

12 

3,123 

0 

0 

- 

Gallons 

2,720 


1,713 

1C 

0 

- 

Gallons 

278,510 


69,029 

17 

9 

- 

- 

- 

- 

> 16,107 

18 

6 

('wts. 

q. lbs. 

13,083 r 

«■» 

13^73 

5 

t 

Cwts. 

q. lbs. 

m 1 

34 

1,240 

13 

10 

Numb or 

120 


500 

0 

0 

Cwts. 

• 

q. lbs. 

1 2 

U 

5 

0 

0 

- 

- 


- 

4,638 

16 

0 

Tuns. 

H. G. 

cm i i 

56 

i 42,24.3* 

1 

1 1 

- 

Pieces 

]3^ns^ 


I6C,36e 

0 

1 

1 ! 


Pieces 

12 


78 

0 

0 

- 

Pieces 

444 


3,041 

0 

0 


Pieces 

196 


1,118 

0 

0 

- 

Pieces 

32,902 


153.330 

0 

0 

- 

Yards 

8S.352 

# 1 

8,166 

3 

6 

- 

Yards 

' 7,860 


9.07 

0 

0 


Yards. 

5,386 


# 930 

0 

0 

- 

Yards 

1,655 


395 

15 

0 

Number 

27 


12 

0 

0 

Doz. Pair 

173 0 


165 

0 

0 

- 




534 

0 

() 


- 

- 

- 

1,803 

0 

0 1 

• 

• 


- 

IS.5,683 

/ 

6 ! 
I 

N to India by 

- 

1 

£ 2, .'506, 405 

0 

^ 1 


line registered Tonnage of ^ihipping that cleared Outwards from Great Britain to India with 
by Free Traders, amounted in the Year ending 5th January 1H:/1 to 


Tori'-. 


Cuitom House, Londoy, *) 
23d March J 821. / 


WILLIAISI IRVING, 

luspeolw General ol tiu- liiipori> mid Exports 
of Great Britain. 



Aroiiangel 

Onega 

Kola 

Mosen 

Su Petersburgh 

Cronstadt 

Karra 

Reval 

Hapsal 

Riga 

Arcnsburgh 

Pernau 

Liebau 

Windau 

Odessa 

Ovidiopol 

Cherson 

Nikolsk 

Feodosiy* 

Fupatoria 

Kertscbiri 

Jemkol* 

Jiiigask , 

Ralaklaw 

Taganrok 

Merjiipal 

Aslracban 

Baku 

Derbent 

Kookin 

Kowno 

Jurbourg 

Garshdor 

Grodno 

Talanskoi 

Brest 

Preborow - ^ 

Zechanswetsh 
Goniorisk 
Gorotsbaenskoi ; 

Nur 

Radsunlow - • 

Gusiatius 

IJstoIug ^ 

WoJo[)schiski 

Onisbkopol 

Isakawetzki 

Dubasoar 

Mohilew 

Alajah 

Prenburg 

Orskaia 

Hatskara 

Curathk 

Kalniikof 

Gourief 

Troitsk 

VcrkoCuralsk 

Zweinogolosskaia 

Petrropaulopskaia 

Preenogorosskoi 

NekolasBkaia 

Omsk' 

Sernipatatuara 

Oust Cammenaogorskaia 

Corrako 

Buchtermenska 

Kezlar 

Kiahkta 

I sckuracgantucki 
Tiflis 

Totai.< 


APPENDIX Q. 


GENERAL STATEMENT of the CX)MMERCE 




NUMBER 

OF SHIPS. 

f , 



1818. 

1819. 


Arrived. 

Sailed. 

Arrived. 

Sailed. 


322 

331 

306 

250 

- 

11 

11 

28 

28 

- 

1.157 

1,161 

1,061 

1,060 

- 

56 

56 

75 

75 

- 

72 

91 

89 

74 

- 

34 

33 

18 

25 

- 

1 ,385 


1,298 

1,298 

- 

25 

25 

24 

24 

- 

58 

57 

70 

70 

- 

285 

282 

205 

204 

- 

43 

43 

49 

49 


5!)f) 

580 

677 

662 

- 

209 

222 

229 

227 

- 

158 

159 

148 

145 

- 

. 

. 


> 

- 

530 

531 

393 

390 

- 

37 

53 

42 

46 

- 

144 

136 

- - » 

91 

159 

• - 

- 


- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

j - 

- 

- 

- 

1 i 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

1 

• 1 1 i 1 1 1 1 1 1 

t 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

• 

« 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

1 1 • 1 1 1 1 I 1 1 

: - 

T' : 

- 

5,122 

5,173 

4,809 

4.786 









APPENDIX Q 


of RUSSIA in 1818 and 1819. 


VALUE OF GOODS. 


VALUE OF GOODS. 


1819. 


Exported. 





DUTIES COIiLECTED. 


1818. 


1819. 


Rs. 

932,400 

15 

Rs. 

536,837 

99^: 

1 1,135 

73 

25,493 

96i 

- 

- 

454 

84i 

41 

18 

57 

77" 

23,033,21 1 

29| 

20,258,540 

5U 

80| 

18,9!19 

35 

12,068 

76,853 

501 

122,747 

32 

680,295 

97 

458,122 

78f 

26,511 

13| 

22,270 


5,506,131 

94^ 

4,976,051 

33,117 

KH 

20,909 

21 

244,233 

23J 

262,486 

231 

1,037,582 

H 

405,758 

93X 

37,701 

78 

37,244 

35 

1 , 1 92,uu2 

•754 

1,3 15,103 

H 

274 

50 

457 


5,167 

2|- 

3,317 

381 

2,918 

72 

1,905 

701 

220,162 

83 

612,528 

83|. 

1 16,450 

14| 

1 33,555 

19J 

1,359 

71| 

970 

19| 

522 

866 


• 67 

16| 

15 

.^4 

1,836 

48 

3,595 

38 

1,201,553 

47A 

821 

1,700,079 


34,776 

33,04 1 

111 

291,826 


247,982 

81 

101,615 

731 

152,194 

r.oi 

194 

0 

315 

30 

26 

0 

3 

00 

102,191 

41i 

394.758 

70| 

152,055 

• >3 
•“4 

469,146 

24 

3,592 


5,454 

8(ii 

5,130 

3,935 

-17 

62,308 


389,891 

0!)J 

1,061,306 


398,737 

3yi 

1 82,9 1 6 


16!),049 

8 

21,691 

3.H 

31,974 

72i 

3,056 


1 2,991 

00 

13,410 

11^ 

1 30,848 

H 

4.153 

i)(i 

i 4,891 

33 

.597,468 


i 928,116 

40 

16,925 

(id 

f 22,713 

•'‘5 

83,426 

89J 

1 70,135 

70| 

18,408 

7H 

! 1 8,3 1 0 

.s7| 

12,705 

‘H 

j 9,486 

.O.il 

35,538 

■u-,^ 

33,986 

73| 

437,979 


! 120,166 


264,330 

.■ilf 

223,263 

•18:; 

817 


207 

13-i 

161,923 

r.5i 

201.893 

or.i 

1 ,330 

73i 

541 

48| 

27 

42| 

-431 

I 16 

88 

341 

181 

1/4 

2,010 

■44| 

973 

oo 

5,583 

-13* 

2,946 

3r.| 

503.543 

32^ 

322,895 

*> 

542 

3J 

389 


392 

9 

J 8, 1 40 

42^ 

62,977 

-H 

36,346 

69i: 

1,511 

25 i 

1,779 

16i 

497 

H 

609 

62" 

297 

34 

1 ,35 1 

11^ 

57,038 

36 

25,029 

Oi 

730 

3li 

1,314 

90i 

• 452 

54| 

2,208 

77 

925 

18i 

3,614 

50| 

58,871 

64 

33,262 

984 

i 2.969,266 

50* 

4,369,336 

92| 

54 

ir>| 

20 

26^ 

L 82,301 

44 

1 67,416 

4 Of 


256,075,059 82J 167,599,003 10 210,559,343 


-12,108,733 
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APPENDIX R. 


EXTRACT of a Letter from Joiiisr Gladstone, Esq. 

THE Trade from the North Pacific carried on by the Americans in Pure, 
which ultimately finds a Market in China, is usually conduced in Shares, the 
Owners having One-half, the Captain, Officers, and Crew , the other Half : in 
some Instances thio Interest in Shares terminates in China ; in others, the Return 
Cargo from China is brought on for the divided Account, and the Profit of the 
whole Vo}age ultimately so divided. The American Trade to the South Pacific 
for Oil is also invariably carried on in Shares, as it is from London, and in much 
the same Proportions ; but this Systcfu is not known in the direct Trade from 
America to India, or China, nor in any other but those named. x\t Boston and 
Salem it is not unusual for Ships and Cargoes in the direct I’rade to be owned 
by several Persons, in small Shares ; and in some Instances the Captain and 
Supercargo have such small Shares in Ship and CargOy the whole under the 
Management of our Ship\s Husband ; but the Officers or Crew arc not admitted 
as Parties in this System j they have their Wages as in all common Cases.” 
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APPENDIX S. 


ACCOUNTS OF IMPORTATION 

FROM 

THE EAST INDIES AND THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

INTO 


THE PORTS OF MARSEILLES AND LEGHORN. 




Since the last Date of Importation of this Report, F-rtv Ca'^ec of Bengal Indigo have been imported from Leghorn and sold. 



NOTE of Cotton iyiportod into diirin^^ the Ye:\r< 'ipeclriecl, and dlstingnishing the Quantity in each Half Year. 
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Marseilles, 30th September 1820. TURNBULL, Brothers, and Co. 
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ACCOUNTS (»f Imfobx'ation from the. East Indies and the United States 


COTTON. 



SUGAR. 


COFFEE. 

1816. 

1816. 



1816 

. 

m 

Quintals. 

From whence. 

Sacks. 

■ 


■ 

From wiicnce. 

Sacks. 

nhiis. 

Barrels. 

I'Vom whence. 

87 

Bj 

Bourbon. 

654 

, 660 

89 

9 

Philadelphia. 

1,741 

307 

.507 

Philadelphia. 

202 


Philadelphia. 

— 

18 

15 

43 

9 

Boston. 

Salem. 

Norfolk. 

13 

7:i 

88 

m 

Boslen. 

Salem. 

Norfolk. 

289 



100 

9 

76 

H 

immmm 







175 

s 

118 

Alt'xandriii . 

2,561 



Bourbon. 




2,970 


Bourbon. 









1, 3HS 

.IT t 

507 












'1/ 1 





3,724 

687 

360 

136 



0 




181 











/• 










[ 

— 

- 



1817. 






( 










1S17 


i 17)0 

— 

Salem. 



— 

— 






13 


Rhode Island. 

2,207 

211 

23 

27 

Boston. 





1,.530 

— 

Boston. 



39 




Norfolk. 





297 

346* 

Bourbon. 


100 

KtS 

— 

Philadelphia. 

10.3 

2110 

— 

— 

l>hllarh'l|)l.ia. 

I.nvioll 

1,990 

31 G 


2,100 

. — 

— 

— 

Salem. 

— 

— 



56 




Rhode IsK'ind. 

43 

— 


Bliotic Bhiiid. 




2,811 


1»5 


Bourbon. 

8,900 



Ihmibon. 











7,118 

408 

226 

27 


9,246 

— 




1818. 











„ 




1818. 











— 

- 




ISIS 


1,375 


Salem. 

78,3 


__ 


Marblehead. 





fi-1 

158 


Baltimore. 

Boston. 

15s 

3,972 

26 < 

200 

41 

Pliiludrlphia. 

Salem. 

1 498 



Philadelphia. 

26 

— 

rhiladelpliia. 

384 

1,183 



Baltimore. 

. 

20 

200 

— 

New York. 


105 



, 

Bristol. 

925 

32 

— 

New York, 

58 

— 

Bourbon. 

370 

174 




Boston. 

1.451 

— 

15 

l>alt imoia*. 

].62() 

— 

CaleuMa. 

100 

650 

270 

— 

— 

New York, 
('harie.slow n. 

b 1 
79 1 

28 

9 

— 

iiri.siol, 

Boston. 




— 

— 



3,501 

— 


5,000 




— 

Manilla. 

— i 

, > 

— i 

Salem. 




2,331 


I 


Bourbon. 

907 ! 

. — 

— j 

Mocha. 














500 

1,000 


— 

C ant on. 

!M4 

— 


Bourbon. 




355 

— 

i 

— 

( iilciitta. 

4,810 ! 

i 

72 

1 

oO ' 





13,953 

3,408 

201 1 
1 

44 



! 



181!). 






1 

I 

1 

579 


Providence. 



181 !1. 




181!). 


146 

— 

Petersburg, 





• 





214 

— 

Bdlimore. 










i 1,794 

— 

Salem. 

200 

100 

— 

— 

Petersburg. 





1,820 

i— . 

Boston. 

1,508 

144 

— - 

40 

Boston. 

91)0 

— 

so 

Boston. 

VM 


Charlestown. 

— 

275 

— 

— 

Baltimore. 

1,498 

— 

156 

lialtimore. 

850 



New Port. 

3,376 

— 

— 

— 

Salem. 

19 


179 

Philadelphia. 

710 

— 

New York. 

1,164 

172 


— 

Phihidelpliia. 

117 . 

— 

— 

Salem. 

25 



Bourbon. 

3,165 

— 

6 

— 

Bonrbon. 

5,745 

2 

— 

Bourbon. 

1,303 

— 

Bombay. 

88H 

110 

-X. 

— 

Boinliay. 

233 

— 

— 

Bombay. 

7,805 

-- 


1 18,301 

801 

{] 

10 


8,512 

o 

'U5 



K.B. — The above i , a Note of nil the Importations from the Ea.st lodies and the Unilcfl States of America, into the 
American Hag, with the Kx(.c})iion of those from the Isle of liourbon, and from the British Settlements in 


Marseilles, 
September ISlf^ 
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of America, into the Ports of Marseilles and Leghorn. — continued. 


INDIGO. 


PEPPER. 



Bale?. I Cases. Pack. From whence. I Chests. From whence. 


Ill — 


— Philadelphia. I 230 
— ' Bourbon, ’I 407 


1817. • 


80 I 1,2/7 I — I Bourbon. 


Salem. 

New York. 

Alanilla. 

Bourbon. 



— Philadelphia. 
— Salem. 

7,000 Sumatra. 

— Bourbon. 


1817. 

— Sillei 
— Boston. 

3, boo Sumatra. 
710 Bourbon. 



LSI!).* 


— riiiladelphia. 
0 SiUmo. 

— Bourbon. I 

— Bombav. 


I,()(j0 Salem. 

— Philadelphia. 
7,000 Sumatra. 


Philadelphia. 

Bourbon. 

Canton. 



r New York. 
Salem. 


88 300 Salem. 

— IGO Philadelphia. 

88 700 


RATTANS. 


12 Boston. 
21 Bourbon. 


120 Baltimore. 


200 Boston. 


239 J New York. 


S A L T P i: T R E. 


Siuks. I C.iscs. (Jiiint.ils. IVoni whence. 


.3.')0 30 82.b liourb’on. 


— I Calcutta. 


1,112 7(i — Boston. • 

22.b — — Salem. 


— I Boston. 

• — ' Philadelphia. 

— 1 Salem. 

1,300 I Sumatra. 

— * lioiirboii. 

— j Bombav. 


1G1 I Salem. 


.34 — Philadelphia. I 3 


3,337 no 



18 Boston. 
Calcutta. 


Biuidles. Quintal. Number. From whence. 


— Bourbon. 



10 I, .500 Boston. 
— — Bourbon. 

40 1,500 


Bourbon. 


90 Philadelphia 
12 Bombav. 


Port of Marseilles, of the Articles specified, froin,the Ist January 18l(> to the jiresent Date ; they have all been made under ih 

• • 

India, which have heen made under ihe Frrm li Flap. 


TURNBULL. Brother.s and Co. 






























\C COUNTS of Importation from the East Indies and the United States of America, into the Ports of Marseilles and Leghorn.— con/inved. 
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APPENDIX T. 


EXTRACT of a Letter on the Subject of Sincapore to the Marquess of 
Lansdowne, dated Bencoolen, 15th April- 1820* 

THE rapid Rise of this important Station, Sincapore, during the Year that it 
has been in our Possession, is perhaps without its Parallel. When I hoisted the 
British Flag* the Population scarcely amounted to 200 Souls, in Three Months 
the Nujaiber was not less than 3000, and it now exceeds 10,000, principally 
.Chinese. No less than 173 Sail of Vessels of difFcrent Descriptions, principally 
Native, arrived and sailed in the Course of the first Two Monrfis ; and it already 
has become a commercial Port of Importance. I consider myself extremely for- 
tunate in the Situation, and in not having had to complain of any one of the 
almost invariable Difiiculties attending the Establishment of New Settlements: the 
Establishment has more than equalled my Anticipations, and its EfFedFs have been 
more marked and sudden than 1 could have contemplated, though not more so 
than I wished.’’ 


If our Object in the Eastern Seas and in China is Commerce, and Commerce 
alofle, I am not aware of any Plan so easy of Adoption, or so unobjectionable, 
as that of making our Station Free Ports. In a political Point of View, it will 
have the Eff’cft of preventing and deterring other European Nations from settling 
on the neighbouring Coasts ; for our Continental Possessions will enable us to do 
that, without considering it as a Loss, which no other Nation could do, except 
at a dead Loss, in consequence of the greater Distance of their Power ; this is 
particularly applicable tg the French, Russians, and Americans. Wc can not 
only alFord to maintain our Eastern Stations without levying Duties at them, but 
by doing so, we improve the general Trade and consequent Prosperity of our 
Continental Possessions. No other Nation could afford to maintain such Stations 
without levying Duties.** 


In a few Years, if the System on which I have commenced is followed up, 
the whole of the Eastern Archipelago will be clothed front Great Britain, and I 
sec no Reason why Ava, Siam, Cochin China, and even a large Portion of Cliina, 
nuiy not follow the Example:’* 
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APPENDIX U. 


COPIES of all Representations made to His Majesty’s Privy Council, 
or the Committee for Trade, in the Years 1S19 and 1820, relative 
to the Trade with Countries within the Limits of the East India 
Company’s Charter ; and also Copies or Extracts of all Corre- 
spondence between the Privy Council, or the said Committee, and 
the Commissioners for the Adairs of India, on the Subject of such 
Repre sentations. 


No. 1. 

To the Right Honourable the Lords of tlie Committee of Privy Council 

for Trade and Plantations. 

The humble Memorial of the Committee of the Society of Ship 
Owners, 

Sheweth, 

THAT the British Ship Owners have been, ever since the late Peace, and are 
at the present Time, greatly distressed by the Want of sufficient Employment 
for their Vessels in those Channels of Trade which remain open to them. 

That much Relief would be afforded them, if the Restrictions imposed by 
the Laws regulating the liast India Trade were so far relaxed as to enable 
British Ships in the Private Trade to enter into Competition with Foreigners in 
those Branches of Commerce with India and China whicli are now carried on 
by means of Foreign Ships. 

That a most valuable Trade might be carried on from this Country with 
the North-west Coa^ of America, in British Mahufaftures, to be exchanged 
for Furs for the China Market, provided that British Vessels were permitted to 
take in Return Cargoes at China for other Markets than those of this Country ; 
which Trade is at present almost wholly in the Hands of the Americans. 


That your Petitioners are also led to believe that, if the like Facilities were 
afforded! with regard to the Return Cargoes from China, a valuable Commercial 
Intercourse might be established with other Parts of America, and also with 
Cochin China, and with Borneo, Celebes, and other Parts of the Ind ian Archi- 
pelago, to the great Advantage of British Shippitf^. 

1 hat, in Corroboration of what is thus set forth, your Petitioners beg leave 
to represent to your Lordships, that since the Peace, the Trade with China 
alone, carried on by America Vessels, has so rapidly increased as to have em- 

^ployed. 
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ployed, in the Season of 1817-18, no less than 18,000 Tons of Shipping, navi- 
gated by 1,500 Seamen, * 

That the British Ship Owners cannot but feel it to be an extreme Hardship 
that their Vessels should be without Employ, whilst their Foreign Rivals find 
a most extensive and lucrative Employment, of which British Vessels might 
have the greater Part, much to the Advantage of the Mctnufafluring and Trad- 
ing Interests, and to the Nation at large, were it not for the Prohibitions and 
Restrictions to which your Petitioners have referred, and from which (as your 
Petitioners believe) the Honourable East India Company derive no Benefit what- 
ever, as they carry on no Trade with the North-west Coast of America, or with 
the Indian Archipelago, and as the Export of Tei\s from this Country to the 
Continent of Europe has rapidly diminished, and may now be said to be at an 
End, the total Quantity exported in the Year 1818 having been only jSjOoolbs. 
Weight. 

That ijie Distress of thc^ British Ship Owners, arising from the Want of 
pj-ofitable Employment for their Ships, is rendered the more mortifying by their 
witnessing so rapid an Increase in Foreign Shipping, and seeing that several 
Foreign Ships have aCbually cleared out for China and the East Indies from 
British Ports ; viz. 





Ships. 

Tons. 

M en 

In 1817 

- 

- 1 

^ 1 

2,938 

( 175 

1818 

- 

- 1 

7 1 

2,545 i 

1 ^56 


and it is well known that a very large Proportion of. their Crews consist of 
British Seamen, whom the Want of Employment in British Merchant Vessels 
had yiduced to emigrate ; so that the Superabundance which existed at the Close 
of the War is now succeeded by a Want of prime Seamen. 

That under these Circumstances your Petitioners encourage the Hope, that if 
I-Iis*Majesty*s Government should see fit to call the Attention of the Honour- 
able Directors to the SubjeCt, they would feef that the present State of Things 
is very different from that which existed before the Peace had set free the 
Shipping of the whole World ; and that a Foreign Trade of great Magnitude 
(and which is daily increasing) has grown up, in which, if British Ships were 
allowed to participate, the most important Benefits would arise to the Owners, 
as well as to the Nation at large ; whilst on the other Hand, if they are to 
remain excluded, the whole of this Branch of Trade will centre in Foreigners, 
with Consequences to the Shipping and general Interests of this Country of the 
very opposite Kind ^ and that the Honourable Directors will not see Cause to 
object to admit the British Private 'IVader to participate therein (under every 
rct^uisite Regulation for the Protection of the peculiar Interests of the Company) 
to the limittd Extent herein suggested. 

Your Petitioners therefore humbly solicit that your Lord§hips will be 
pleased to take this important Subject into Consideration. 

And your Petitioners will ever pray. 

(Signed) John Wm, BircKmi;, 

, * of the C'omHiittee of Ship Owners. 

No. New Broad Strei;!, 

17th August 181 D. 


No. 2 . 
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No. 2. 

To the Lords of the Committee of His Majesty’s most Honourable' Privy 

Council for Trade and Plantations. 

The humble Memorial of the under-signed Merchants of London, 

Sheweth, 

THAT your Memorialists, impressed with a deep Sense of the iVdvantages, 
both national* and individual, that would infallibly result frota c)pening those 
Chafinels of Trade which are now shut to, British Enterpyse, beg leave to 
submit their Views to your Lordships Consideration ; convinced as your 
Memorialists are, that it is neither the Object of Parliament, nor the Policy 
of His Majesty’s Government, to exclude British Ships and Capital from any 
Trade that is at the same Time open and profitable to Foreign Rivals. 

That your Memorialists have nevertheless had the Mortification of l)bserving, 
since the Return of Peace, a wide Commercial Field wholly occupied by Foreign- 
ers, in which, from the Port of Canton in China being open to theiUj Imi shut 
to private British Ships, the Americans alone have carried on a most lucrative 
and gradually increasing Trade, which has arrived at such an Extent, that in 
the last Year (or the Season of 1817-18) no less thati 18,000 Foils of their 
Shipping, navigated by 1,500 Seamen, were employed to convey the I’roduce 
of that Empire to the Markets of their own Country and of Foreign 
Europe. 

That from the easy and amicable Intercourse which has subsisted through- 
out this Period between the Americans and Chinese, aiui the known Desire 
of the latter for its Continuance and Extension, your Memorialists trust, 
it has been sufficiently proved, that the Fears formerly entertained, of Dis- 
putes arising out of a freer Intercourse with the Chinese, to the probable 
Annihilation of all Trade with that singular People, are wholly groundless. 

That your Memorialists also conceive it to be manifest, that no Detriment 
can arise to the Honourable East India Company, from allowing British Ships 
to convey Cargoes from Canton to Foreign Markets, in like Manner as is now 
practised by the Americans and others (who have the additional Advantage 
of employing Vessels of any Size), since it is obvious that the Demand for 
Foreign Markets will and must be supplied by other Nations, in Propor- 
tion as British Merchants arc excludetl from a Participation in these Ad 
ventures. 

That if Proof of tliis self-evident Proposition were' necessary, it might, be 
adduced in the ulmo.st entire Ce.ssation of the Export of 'Peas from England 
to the Continent ; which is now wholly supplied through the Channels above- 
mentioned. Your Memorialists therefore trust, that your I.ordships will be 
convinced that the further Exclusion of private British Ships from the Fort of 
Canton, can only operate as a Sacrifice of British Interests, without benefiting, 
in the slightest Degree, those of the Honourable East India Company. 

That your Memorialists beg further to submit to your I.ordships that by 
opening the Port of Canton to British Enterprise, Jis above suggested, the 
Trade of this Country will be advantageously extended to various Parts of 
the great Continent of America (not subject to the FInited Stares), as well as 
to Coasts and Islands in Asia which it never now approaches. Fhey are 
also persuaded that a wide Field will thus be opened to the Consumption of 
British Produce, tending .in a great Degree to the Relief of that Distress 

/.which 
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• 

which pervades at the present Moment our Manufacturing Districts, and giving 
Employ to a* large additioiihl Body of Seamen, who will otherwise be driven 
lb seek the Service, and ultimately to become the Denizens or Subjects ot 
other States. 


Your Memorialists therefore humbly solicit that this important Subject 
may be brought under your Lordships early Consideration, 

And your Memorialists will ever pray. 


(Signed by) 

l^ondoD^ Ist November 18)9. 


Wilson and Blanchaud. 
Joseph Marryat and Son. 
And sundry other Houses. 


No. 3. 

I'o the Right Honourable the Lords of His Majesty's Modt Honourable Privy 

Council for Trade. 

'^I’he humble Memorial of the undersigned East India Agents, 

Sheweth, 

THAT your Memorialists being apprized of a Memorial, from sundry Merchants 
of London, having been presented to your Lordships, bearing Date the ist Novem- 
ber instant, and having for its Objeft to obtain, upon the Grounds therein set 
forth, a Participation in those Advantages in the Trade from Canton to Foreign 
Europe now exclusively enjoyed by Foreigners, under the Operation of the 
Honourable East India Company’s Charter, find it an imperative Duty to their 
Commercial Constituents in India, and more especially to those engaged in East 
India Shipping, to petition on their Behalf, that, in the Event of Your Lordships 
conceding the Indulgence solicited by the British Merchants of London, a similar 
Privilege may be conceded to the Merchants of British India, so that they may 
be permitted to navigate their Ships, built in India, from Canton to Foreign 
Europe. 

Your Memorialists trust your Lordships will see that the granting similar 
Indulgence to these Two Classes of British Interest is equally free from Objec- 
tion, on the Ground of its tending to injure the Interests of the Honourable the 
East India Company ; and they respectfully submit, that as respects Contingency 
of Danger from Tumult or Quarrel between the Chinese and the Crews of 
Ships, the long continued Corymercial Intercourse that has subsisted between the 
■Natives of British India and the Chinese, without any Occurrence of the Sort, 
afl'ords the most satisfactory Evidence that it will in future be conducted with 
equally uninterrupted Harmony and good Understanding. 

All.which is respedlfully submitted. 

(Signed) Bazett, Farquhar, Crawford, and Co. 

. Paxton, Cockerell, Trail, and Co. 
Palmer, Wilson, and Co. 

Smith, Ingles, and Co. 

William and '1'homas Raikes. 

Fletcher, Ale.xandeu, and Co. 

Rickards, Mackintosh, Law, and Co. 
Baring, Brothers, and Co. 

Fairlie, Bonham, and Coi 

LoikIbk, 26tb November 1819. 

(42.) 6 S 


No. 
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No. 4 . 

To the Right Honourable the Lords of His Majesty’s most Honourable Privy 

Council for the Affairs of Trade. 

The humble Memorial of the Merchants and others engaged in the 
Trade between Liverpool and the East Indies, 

Sheweth, 

THAT by the 53d of His late Majesty, Cap. 104, the Trade to the East Indies 
and other Countries beyond the Cape of Good Hope was opened toiihe individual 
Enterprise of this Country, subject to certain Limitations and Restrictions, and 
in particular to the following : 

The Reservation to the East India Company of the exclusive Trade with China, 
and in Tea. 

That the Vessels employed should not be under 350 Tons Burthen, anjJ that 
they should not proceed to any Place on the Continent of Asia, between the Indus 
and Malacca, except the principal Settlement of the Company, without the special 
and discretionary Lidence of the Directors, regulated by the Board of Controul, 
and not to any Places other than on the said Continent, between the said Limits, 
without the discretionary Licence of the said Board (the Regulations of the said 
Act being by the 20th Section subject to any further Provisions of the Legislature, 
so that the Restrictions as to Residence were not prejudiced.) 

That previously to the Opening of this Trade, during a Period when British 
Industry carried on a flourishing and increasing Commerce with other Parts oI‘ 
the Globe, the I’rade to India comparatively languisheil ; but since individual 
Enterprise was partially set at liberty, the Private I'rade, in opposition to every 
Difficulty incidentill to new Undertakings, has become so great, that the Shipping 
employed in it during the Six Years which have elapsed has been equal to Three 
Times the Amount of the Tonnage of the East India Company. 

That still more important Accessions to. the Eastern Commerce of our Country 
might be attained, by the Removal of Restrictions which, though deemed neces- 
sary when the Opening of the Trade was contemplated, have by Experience been 
proved to be injurious to the Private Trader, without being productive of Ad- 
vantage to the East India Company, or of Benefit to the Revenue. 

That other Nations, particularly America, being unfettered by these Restric- 
tions, possess decided Advantages over this Country in the East India Trade 
(independent of the important Commerce they enjoy with the Chinese) j but if 
the Restrictions of Tonnage and Licence were rer.if)ved, the British Merchant 
would then be enabled to maintain successful Competition in the Trade to the East- 
ern Coast of Africa, the Red Sea, and Persian Gulf, the Eastern Archipelago, and 
other Countries Eastward of Malacca, at present nearly engrossed by Foreigners. 

This Commerce has long been carried on by the Americans with perfect 
Safety, and on Terms of good Understanding with the Natives, and they are now 
actively engaged in extending it, meeting with no Competition but that of other 
Foreigners, to whom the general State of Peace has laid it open, the E^t India 
Company taking no Interest therein. 

t 

That the Free Trade to the Peninsula of India has already spread our Manu- 
factures over the Countries of the East, paving the^Vay for their general Recep- 
tion ; and that now when Great Britain can supply Goods cheaper than at any 
former Period, and a superabundant Population demands Employment in our 
Manufactories, it is particularly desirable that every Channel for the Productr of 
Industry should freely be opened. 


Thar 
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That your Memorialists are varranted in indulging t|ie Expectation that such 
Advantages woulH be the Result of a less restricted Commerce, when they con- 
template the Origin andProgress of the Trade to the Brazils, which, from a very 
small Beginning, and after great individual Sacrifice, has, in a short Period, so 
considerably increased, that the Export of British Manufactures to that Country 
is now nearly as great as the Export to the whole of the United States of America. 

That in praying for the Removal of these Restrictions on our Eastern Com- 
merce, your Memorialists seek no more than the Legislature, under the 
aoth Section of the 53d of His late Majesty, has Power to grant, without 
infringing on the Rights or Interests of the East India Company. 

Your Memorialists would further beg Leave to call your Lordships Attention 
to a Subject of no less Importance to the Interests of the Private Merchants of 
Great Britain, the Trade with China enjoyed by Foreigners. 

Your Memorialists are far from desiring that the public Faith, pledged to the 
East India Company, should in any manner Jbe infringed ; yet they trust that by the 
Interposition of your Lordships, a satisfactory Arrangement may be effected with 
that Honourable Company, for giving to the Merchants of this Country the 
Adva'nia^e of a Participatum in that Part of the Chinese Trade (not engaged in by 
the Company) which is open to Foreigners, and from which the British Merchant 
is alone excluded by the Regulations of his own Country. 

That your Memorialists have repeatedly had to witness the Exportation from 
this Kingdom to China of Bullion, and of British manufactured Goods, particu- 
larly manufactured Cottons, in American Vessels ; and to Icaro the Return of those 
Vessels with the Products of China to the Continent of Europe. 

That as the East India Company do not in any manner participate in this 
Trade, ‘your Memorialists confidently hope, that some Relaxation of the existing 
Compact may be admitted, which, as it now stands, gives a decided Protection to 
the Foreigner, at the Expence of the British Merchant. 

That your Memorialists have reason to know that a great and increasing 
Demand for British manufactured Goods has sprung up in China ; that this 
Demand has been supplied partly by direct Exportations from this Country in 
American Bottoms, partly by Exportations through the United States (the Goods 
being first put up and prepared in England for the Chinese Market), and partly 
by Goods carried by the Russians overland ; thus giving every Ground to 
expect that a lucrative and important Trade in British Manufactures would be 
established with that populous and extensive Country, were British Enterprise 
permitted to avail itself of its own Powers. 

• 

Your Memorialists therefore humbly pray, that your Lordships will be 
pleased to cause to be bfought before Parliament, a Bill for removing 
th'c present Restrictions as to Tonnage and Licences in the East India 
Trade, on such Conditions and under such Regulations as to your 
Lordships shall seem meet : And further, that your Lortfships will 
be pleased to arrange with the Honourable East India Company that 
a Bill, with the Consent of that Honourable Body, may be brought 
into Parliament for such Relaxation in the present Laws as may 
enable this Country to supply China with our Manufactures by direct 
Expvortation ; and to share in the Trade between Chin^ and the 
‘Continent of Europe, under such Restrictions as your Lordships shall 
deem nccess'ary. 

And your Memorialists will eVer pray, 2 cc. 

(Signed ) Robert GnAosToms, 

Cbtnrnian of the Liverpool Last India Wssbemtion. 


No. 
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'To the Right Honourable The Lords of His Majesty’s ‘ most Hollourable Privy 

Council for the Affairs of Trade. 

The Memorial of the undersigned Merchants in London, 

Humbly sheweth, 

THAT as the Law at present stands, British Ships are not allowed to sail from 
the Brazils, or from any other Port in South America, to any Port or Place in 
the Last Indies within the - Limits of the Charter of the East India Company, 
unless such Ships have proceeded from Great Britain, be of the Burthen of 350 
Tons or upwards, "and be possessed of a Licence from the East India Company. 

That in like Manner British Ships cannot return to South America excepting 
in a Voyage Home to Great Britain, and of the Burthen and furnished with the 
Licence already mentioned. 

That in consequence of such Restriction, the Trade between South America 
and the East Indies will be carried on by the Ships of Foreign Nations, whereby 
the Benefit arising from carrying the Produce of South America to India, and 
bringing ba* k the Produce and Manutactures of India, for the Supply of South 
America, will in a great Degree fall into the Hands of the Subjects of the United 
States of America, and of other Foreign Powers, to the Prejudice and Loss of 
His Majesty’s Subjects. 

That Ships of 350 Tons are too large for carrying on this 'I'rade to advantage, 
and that the Necessity of waiting for a Licence from the East India Company 
will in most Cases entirely defeat the Purposes of the Voyage. 

May it therefore please your Lordships to take the necessary Measures 
for permitting British Vessels, without any Limitation in regard to 
Tonnage, to trade between the Ports of South America and the 
East Indies, in the same Manner as the Trade is at present permitted 
between Gibraltar and Malta and the East Indies, and without any 
Licence being required. 

(Signed) Gkokgk & Jamk.s IhtowN. 

Finlay, Hodgsont, & C^o. 

William .Tamks Burnie. 

G. I. & G. Ranking. 

And Eight others. 


No. 6. 

To the Right Honourable the Lords of His Majesty most Honourable Privy 

Council for Trade and Plantations. 

The Memorial of the undersigned Merchants and Manufa <51 urers of 
the City of Glasgow, 

Sheweth, 

that at a Period when the Commerce and Manufactures of the United 
Kingdom are labouring under .so many Difficulties, your Memorialis.s have 
anxTOUsly endeavoured to obtain some Relief from these Difficulties by finding 
out new Sources of Commerce, increased Employment for Shipping*), and new 
Markets for the Consumption of British Manufactures. 

That 
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That it appears to your Memorialists, that a Branch of Trade which is now 
carried on by our great Commercial Competitors, the Citizens of the United 
States ^ of i^merica, might be made highly valuable to this Country without 
affecting the Privileges conferred on the East India Company by the Act 
53 Geo. 3^. cap. 155. 

Your Memorialists hope it is not necessary to assure your Lordships, that it 
can never be intended to suggest any Advantage, however great it may appear to 
be to the general Mercaitiile and Manufacturing Interest of the Country, which 
is to be purchased by a Breach of the Engagements already made to any Class 
of Persons whatever. 

But it does appear to your Memorialists', that, without interfering in any way 
with the Commerce of the East India Company, a most extensive and advan- 
tageous Employment of Capital may be obtained, by permitting private British 
Merchants to carry on a Trade from the United Kingdom to China, in British 
Ships, and to return with Cargoes of the Produce of China to any Part of 
the Continent of Europe, South America, or the Western Ports of North 
America, in the same Manner as is at ‘present enjoyed by the Americans, and 
other Foreign Nations. 

* • 

That your Memorialists cannot see, without the deepest Regret, a Branch of 
Trade of so much Importance, from which His Majesty's Subjects arc entirely 
excluded, pass into the Hands of the Citizens of the United States, in conse- 
quence of the Restriftions which at present exist. If your Memorialists are 
correctly informed, the Trade carried on by the Americans with China exceeds 
in the Tonnage of the Ships, and in the Value of the Commodities, that which 
is carried on by the Honourable East India Company to the same Quarter ; and 
British Merchants have the Mcrtification of seeing American Ships, fitted out in 
the* Ports of Great Britain, carrying on a diredt I'rade to China, while many of 
their own Ships are unemployed. 

That taking into Consideration the vast Population of the Chinese Empire, of 
the Eastern Islands, and the adjacent Coasts of Asia, and the Intercourse that 
might take place between them and the Western Coast of South and North 
America ; it. is impossible to contemplate, without the most lively Hopes, the 
new Field which might. thus be opened to British Enterprise, in a Number of 
Market? from which British Commerce has been hitherto excluded, and in which 
a great many British Ships and Seamen would find that Employment of which 
they arc now so much in want. 

That to enable His Majesty’s Subjects to enter into fair Competition with the 
Americans and other Foreign Nations, it will be necessary that no Restrictions 
should be placed upon the Tonnage of British Ships to be employed in this Trade. 

It will readily appear to your Lordships, that the Desire of your Memorialists 
amounts Co this ; — to perriyt British Merchants to carry on with British Ships 
a Trade which Foreign Merchants do now carry on extensively with Foreign 
Ship?, and in which the East India Company are never likely to engage. 

Unddf the Persuasion that this great Benefit may be obtained with the 
Consent of the East India Company, and made available to the 
most important Interests of the U%ted Kingdom, without Prejudice 
to those of the Company ; — this Memorial is with all possible 
* Respect humbly submitted to your Lordships* Consideration. 

CAmmELi., Rivers, and Co. 

D. and J. Connki,!.. 

Geo. an«l Rob. Dknnistoun, and Co, 
R. Dalglist, Falconer, and Co. 
And Sixty-seven others. 


( 4 ^.) 
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No. 7- 

To the Right Honourable the Lords of the Committee* of Privy Council for 

Trade and Plantations. 


The humble Memorial of the principal Merchants, Manufacturers, and 
Traders of the Towns of Manchester and Salford, 

Sheweth, 

THAT great Distress prevails in these Towns and Neighbourhood from a 
want of sufficient Employ for the labouring Poor. 

That the opening of any new Source of Cbmmerce is at tht present Period 
particularly desirable, both in a national Point of View, and more especially in 
affording Employ to the Weavers and others engaged in the Manufactures of . this 
Country. 

That your Petitioners are credibly informed, and verily believe, chat one im- 
portant Branch of Trade is exclusively enjoyed by the Americans and other 
Rivals of the British Commerce, w'hich, if pursued by British Merchants, would 
not only be highly beneficial to the Shipping Interest, but would be attended 
with proportionate Advantage to the Manufactures of Great Britain. 

That the Trade to which your Petitioners advert, is that which is principally 
carried on by the Vessels of the United States to the North-west Coast of Ame- 
rica, where Furs are procured for the C’hina Market, from whence valuable 
Cargoes are returned, which meet a ready Sale throughout the Continent of 
Europe, the Canadas, and other Parts of the Globe. 

That your Petitioners understand and believe, that the East India Company do 
not attend to or enjoy any Part of this momentous Commerce, although by their 
Charter the private Merchants of Great Britain are prevented from engaging 
therein. 

That whilst this Trade is confined to the Citizens of the United States, or 
other Rivals of British Commerce, very few, if any, British Manulactmvs are 
bartered for the Furs so much in request in China, but that an extensive Con- 
sumption of our Manufactures would be the certain Consequence of this Branch 
of Commerce being laid open to British Enterprise. 

That in Connection with the Trade to the North-west Coast of America, and 
from thence to China, there is a great Field for the Employ of British Shipping, 
and ’for the Consumption of British Manufactures, in the numerous Islands of 
the Indian Sea, and the Coasts adjacent. 

That your Petitioners also know, from Experience, that Cotton Goods manu- 
factured in these Towns have met a ready Sale in China, and that there is every 
Probability the Demand would be very extensive if the Business was carried on 
upon the most economical Footing. 


Your Petitioners therefore humbly pray, that your Lordships will take 
the Premises into your serious Consideration, and make such 
Arrangements with the Honourable the Directors of the East India 
Company, as may ^low the Private Merchants of Great Britain the 
same Facilities as are enjoyed by the Merchants of the United States, 
as far as may be practicable without Detriment to the true Interest of 
the East India Company. 

And your Petitioners will ever pray. 


(Signed by) 


Edward Clayton, ^roughreeve. 
John Moore, jun', 1 
Jonathan Andrew’, J 

And sundry other Houses. 


Constables. 


Xo 
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To the Right Honourable the Earl of Liverpool, &c. &c. &c. 

The humble Memorial of the undersigned Merchants, Manufa£lurers, and 
.Traders of Manchester and Salford, 

Sheweth, 

THAT a great Number of Labourers, engaged in the Cotton Manufa£ture, are 
suffering much Privag'on and Distress, whilst many of their Employers have been 
ruined, and others have sustained and are sustaining heavy Losses, in consequence 
of the inadequate Demand for their Manufa£l:ures. 

• • 

That the vast national Expenditure Abroad during the War produced a Foreign 
Demand for our Manufactures, which cannot now be supported, unless new 
Markets are opened to our Merchants. 

That the clisbanding of the Army and Navy has greatly increased the Number 
of manufacturing Labourers, and at the same Time cut off an extensive Demand 
for the Articles in which they were clothed. 

That the excessive Duties imposed by the Government of the United States 
upion British Cotton Goods, have already operated as a Prohibition of many of 
the coarser Articles, and greatly narrowed the Demand for the finer. 

That it is of the greatest national Importance to find other Markets for our 
Manufactures, or other Employment for our numeroifc and increasing PopUj 
lation. 


That the Open Trade with the British Possessions in India has offered a 
valuable Market for the Sale of Cotton Goods manufaClured in this Country. 

That a most extensive and beneficial Trade with China, which is prohibited 
only to British Merchants under the British Flag, is carried on by Foreign Mer- 
chants, and particularly by Americans, who enjoy also the Privilege of trading 
with the British Possessipns in India. 


That some of your Memorialists know, by Experience, that Cotton Goods, 
and various other Articles of British Manufacture, are admitted into China ; and 
a further extensive Demand for our Manufactures would be a certain Consequence 
of placing British Merchants upon the same Footing as the Merchants of other 
Countries in their Commerce with China. 

Your Memorialists therefore hun^Iy crave your Lordships Interposition 
. with the Honoyrabie Directors of the East India Company, to 
procure such an Arrangement as will open to British Merchants 
that Intercourse with China which is enjoyed by Foreigners, and 
a direct Trade thereto, on such a Basis as may not be prejudicial 
to die Interests of the Company. 


(Signed ) 


Thomas Sharp, Boroughreeve ■> 

John Ouford, 1 ^ , , , f Manchester. 

lllOHARD S J 

J. E. Scholes, Boroughreeve 1 /. o .i* » 

Thomas Marriott, 1 Sallord. 


r, 1 

Samuel Matthews, / 


Constables 
and Ninety-nine others. 


No. 
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No. 8. 

To the Right Honourable the Lords of His Majesty’s most Honourable Privy 

Council for the Affairs of Trade. 

The humble Memorial of the Chamber of Commerce and Manufac- 
tures of the City of Edinburgh, 

Sheweth, 

THAT in the present depressed State of Commerce, every Channel through 
which the Manufactures of this Country could find their Wa^ to a profitable 
Market ought to be opened ; that it has been proved, by the short Experience 
which our Merchants have had of the Trade to the East Indies, that 
British Goods are well adapted to that Market, and that with due Encourage- 
ment their Consumption would soon become very extensive in th.'ese popidous 
Countries. 

That by the Fifty -third of His late Majesty, Chap. 104, the Trade to the 
East Indies, and to other Countries beyond the Cape of Good Hope, was 
opened to the Merchants of this Country, with the Reservation to the East India 
Company of the Monopoly of Tea, and also of the exclusive Trade to China; 
that other Restrictions were also added as to the Size of the Vessels, which are 
not allowed to be under the Size of 350 Tons, nor to touch at any Port on the 
Continent of Asia, between the Indies and Malacca, except the Settlement of 
the Company, without* the special and discretionary Licence of the Directors, 
regulated by the Board of Control ; and not . to any Place other than on 
the said Continent between the said Limits, without the same discretionary 
Licence. 

That these Restrictions necessarily obstruct the Extension of this advantageous 
Trade in this Country, the Limitations of the Size of the Vessels and the Necessity 
of a Licence giving great Advantages to Foreigners who embark in this Commerce, 
and who now, in point of fact, trade to a great Extent to the Eastern Coast of 
Africa, the Red Sea, and the Persian Gulf, the Eastern Archipelago, and to other 
Countries Eastward of Malacca, and are at present actively engaged in ex- 
tending it. 

That your Memorialists do not mean in the least Degree to infringe the char- 
tered Rights of the East India Company ; but the Trade in question is not carried 
on by the Vessels of the Company; they have not the least Participation in it ; 
it is wholly in the Hands of Foreignets ; and th^e sole Object of your Petitioners 
is to be placed on an equal Footing with them ; and to enjoy their lair Participa- 
tion in an important Branch of Trade from which they are at present excluded, 
without the least Advantage to the East India Company. 

That your Memorialists beg leave also to bring under your Consideration the 
Trade in Tea, from which they are wholly excluded, and which is in consequence 
engrossed by Foreigners ; that they do not contemplate the least Infringement of 
the Charter of the Company, but only crave to b& allowed a free Competition in 
this Trade with Foreigners, who import Tea as Part of their Return Cargo to 
Europe; that this Relaxation of the Company’s Privileges cannot be in the 
slightest Degree injurious to their Trade or Revenues, seeing that your Memo- 
rialists are only praying for a Participation in a Trade in which the Company has 
no Share, and which is at present wholly engrossed by Foreigners, i.ue Effect of 
the Company’s Charter being in fact to grant to the Foreign a Monopoly to the 
Exclusion of the British Merchant. 


That 
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That these Restrictions, while they are of no Benefit to the Company, are the 
more injurious to your Memortalists, as they have reasqn to know that a great 
and -an increasing Demand has arisen in tlie Markets of China for British Manu- 
factures*; that this Demand is partly supplied by direct Exportations from iiiis 
Coxintry in American Vessels, partly by Exportations through tlie United States, 
and partly by the tedious and expensive Route to India through* the Russian 
Ten ; ories ; that if a more direct Communication could be established with 
these rich and populous Countries, it seems certain that a most valuable and 
increasing Market would be opened for the Sale of British Goods. 

May it therefore please your Lordships to take this Memorial into your 
serioys Consideration, ^nd to adopt such Steps as in the Wisdom of 
your Lordships may seem necessary, to procure a Relaxation of the 
Restrictions on the Trade to China and the East Indies. 

And your Memorialists will ever pray. 

Signed, in the Name and on Behalf of the Chamber of 
Commerce and Manufactures of the City of Edin- 
burgh, and the Seal of the Corporation affixed 
thereto, this lath Day of June 18-20, 

Alkx. Hendeiison, Chairman.. 


No. 9 . 

COPY of a Letter from the Committee of Trade, dated 23d of 
August 1819, to the India Board, inclosing a Copy of the Memorial 
marked No. i. 


Office of Committee of Privy Council for Trade, 
Sir, Whitehall, 23(1 Auiijusl ISli). 

m 

THE Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade having had under 
Consideration a Memorial of the Committee of the Society of Shipowners, preying, 
for the Reasons therein set forth, that the Restrictions imposed by Law, regulating 
the East India 'Fradc, may be so far rclaxejj* as to enable British Ships in the 
Private Trade to enter into Competition with Foreigners, &c. &c. ; I have it in 
command to transmit to you a, Copy of the said Memorial, and to request . ^ .it 
you will express to the Commissioners for the Affairs of India the Hope which me 
Lords of the Commiftee entertain that the Commissioners may be able to induce 
*Jthe Court of Directors to give a favourable Consideration to the Object of the 
Memorialists, witH whom their Lordships concur in thinking that it might lead to 
considerably Advantages to the general Trade of tliis Country, if, upon Examina- 
tion, it should not appear to be open to more Objections than are apparent upon, 
the first View of it. 

1 am, &c. 

T. P. Courtenay, Esq. (Signed) Chetwynd. 

&c. &c. &c. 


( 4 « 2 .) 
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No. lO. 

COPY of a Letter from the Committee of Trade, dated dd Deo«nber 
1819, to the India Board, inclosing Copies of the Memorials num* 
bered 2. and 7. 

Office of Committee of Privy Council for Trade, 
3ir, Whitehall, 2nd December 1819. 

REFERRING you to Lord Chetwynd's Letter of the 23d August last, trans- 
mitting by Direction of the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for 
Trade, Copy of a Memorial from the Society of British Ship Owners, praying to 
be allowed to trade under certain Limitations, with China ; I' am directed by 
their Lordships to transmit to you, for the Consideration of the Commissioners 
for the AflFairs of India, Copies of Two further Memorials on the same Subject, 
which have been since addressed to this Board ; and I am at the same Time to 
signify to you, their Lordships Wish, to be informed whether, the Board of Con- 
troul have had any Communication with the Court of Directors in consequence 
of Lord Chetwynd’s Letter, and if not, I am directed to express the earnest Hope 
of this Committee, that the Attention of the Court of Directors may be called 
to the Subject of these Applications as early as possible. They refer to an 
Object which is of deep Interest to the Parties concerned, and my Lords conceive 
that a favourable Consideration of them by the Court of Directors, under the 
Auspices of the Board of Controul, might prove highly advantageous to the 
general Interests of British Commerce. 

I am. 

Sir, . 

Your most obedient humble Servant, 

(Signed) Thomas Lack. 


T, P. Courtenay, 
&c. &c. &c. 


No. 11. 

LETl'ER from the India Board, dated 12th June* 1820, inclosing the 
Correspondence between that Board and the Court of Directors of 
the East India Company, in consequence of the Two preceding 
Letters. 

My Lord, - India Board, .lune 12th 1820. 

IN Reference to your Lordship's Letter of the 23d of August last, and to 
Mr. Lack’s of the 2d of December, inclosing Memorials from certain Ship Own- 
ers, Merchants, and Manufacturers, relative to the Trade with China, I am directed 
by the Commissioners for the AflFairs of India to request that you will lay before 
the Lords of the Committee of Council for Trade and Foreign Plantations the 
inclosed Copy of a Letter addressed by Mr. Canning on the 17th Ult" to the 
Chairman and Deputy Chairman of the East India Company, and Copy of the 
Answer received from those Gentlemen. 

1 have the Honour to be. 

My Lord, 

&c. &c. &c. 

(Signed) Thos. Per. Courtenay. 

(First 


Viscount Chetwynd, 
&c. &c. tcc. 
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(First Inclosure referred to in fJo. 1 1.) 

Gentlemen, Indist Board, May I7th iv^2d. 

EWthe 1 jOtter whicfi I had the Honour of addressing to your Predecessors, on 
the 14th of January last, 1 referred to the urgent Representations whicli had been 
made to tiis Majesty’s Government relating to the Trade with India and in the 
eastern Seas; and particularly setting forth the Advantages supposed to be deriv- 
able to the Mercantile and Manufacturing Classes of the C'oinmunity from some 
Relaxation of the Company’s Monopoly of the China Trade. 

These Representations arc now pressed upon the Attention, not only of the 
Government, bwt of Parliament f and it has becorne necessary for His Majesty's 
Ministers to decide upon such Points connected with this Subject as it is open to 
them or to Parliament to regulate anew, without the Consent of the East India 
Company. I am very solicitous, however, that any Determination, even upon 
Points of this t)escription should be taken after Communication with the Court of 
Directors, and, if possible, with their Concurrence. 

'■^His Majesty's Ministers could on no Account propose to Parliament any Mea- 
sure not consistent with the Faith pledged to the Company in 481 3, but 1 cannot 
help earnestly recommending to you, to consider whether among the Privileges 
and Restrictions which under the Arrangement of 1813 cannot be modified 
without the Company’s Consent, there may not be some, the Modification of which 
might be allowed without impairing or endangering the Company’s Interests. 

A Reservation was distinctly made in the 20th Section.of the Act of 1813, of a 
Power to revise and improve the Arrangements of the Open Trade with India, a« 
from Time to Time might appear to be expedient ; and when under this Reser- 
vation the Circuitous Trade Act was passed, it was announced in Parliament, and 
recorded in this Office, to be the Desire of the Government to place British 'Mer- 
chants upon as favourable a Footing at least as that of Foreign 'I'raders, in respect 
to the Intercourse with India. • 

Experience could alone lead to a correct Judgment whether the general 
Interests of the British Empire would be best promoted by Provisions calculated 
to render the Ignited Kingdom the Emporium of Commerce with our Settlements 
in India, or by Regulations which should open a direct Trade between those Settle- 
ments and Foreign*Europe. 

After the Experience of Five Years of Peace, His Majesty’s Ministers are 
of Opinion, that in the present State of Commercial Concerns in this Coun- 
try, it is advisable to permit British Vessels to return from Ports and Places 
within the Limits of the Company’s Charter, to any Country in Forei^ 
Europe, without touching at a •British Port; and they intend to propose to 
Parliament a Bill for this Object. 

• ^ ^ 

Under such a Permission, British Subjects will be at liberty to bring to 

Foreign Europe the Commodities of India and those of China, with the 
Exception of 'I'ea. 

This Permission, as I have said, is in the Discretion of 'Parliament to grant, 
without any Violation, of the Compact with the Company ; but it is not to 
be denied that Tea would be a most desirable Article of Traffic, to those 
who are likely to engage in the new Trade. 

. I am very desirous, therefore, that the Company should consider whether 
they may not allow of such a Modification of their Monopoly of the Tea 
Tradeiy asy without endangering their Footing in« China, or tljeir Finances at 

Home, 
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Home, may give Relief and Satisfaction to the Merchants, and create a favour- 
able Impression of the liberal*Motives by which the Company is actuated. 

The principal Objects on the Part as well of the Company as of the Public, 
in the China Monopoly, were, that the indiscriminate Resort of British Subjects 
to China should be prevented, and that the Supply of the United Kingdom with 
Tea should be preserved to the Company exclusively ; but it appears 
that, consistently with both these Objects, the Company may give to the Mer- 
cantile I'ublic what will be considered as a valuable Boon. 

This would be effected by a Permission to British SubjeGs to take in Tea at 
any Port in the Eastern Archipelago, and to bring it to any Foreign Port; 
whether the Tea should be'colleGed through the ordinary Channel of the 
Country Trade, or whether . DepAt should be formed by the Company, at 
Prince of Wales’s Island, for example, or any other Place, may be Matter for 
Consideration. In either Case the Resort of British SubjeGs to Canton would 
continue to be as effectually prevented as at present. Whether this Permission 
would lead to an extensive Trade in 'l\a it is difficult now to calculate, but 
it would undoubtedly be a most acceptable Concession to the Public ; and 1 
flatter myself that ?.ny immediate and inconsiderable Disadvantage which might 
result from it, to any Branch of Trade ^ which the Company now profits, would 
be more than compensated to them, if (as in the Case of the Mediterr.inean 
Trade) Permission were given to the Ct)mpany to carry on a similar 'I’raffic. 
It would thus open to the Company itself new Channels of Commerce. 

Whether the Company shall be prevailed upon or not to relax in their Mono- 
poly of the Tea Trade, to the Degree which I have suggested i, it may perhaps 
be desirable that they should allot a Portion of their China lonnage to Indivi- 
duals in the Way pointed out in the Act of 1793 as to th.e Trade with India ; 
but 'I cannot help doubting whether this Arrangement would be satisfactory 
to the Parties interested, unless the Private Merchant shall be allowed to send 
a Supercargo to take charge of his own Adventures. 

The former Concession, I am confident, would be considered by the Public, 
as well as by the Government, as a highly favourable Indication of the Com- 
pany’s Disposition to meet (so far as is in their Power) the Exigencies of the 
present Times, and to afford to the Enterprise and Capital of the United King- 
dom, in Competition with Foreign Nations, every Latitude which i^ not incom- 
patible with the Security of those peculiar Interests which Parliament has so 
solemnly and so recently guaranteed to the East India Company. 

I have the Honour to be. 

Gentlemen, 

Your most obedient and faithful Servant, 

(Signed) GEORGE CANNING. 

The Chairman and Deputy Chairman 
of the East India Company. 


(Second Inclosure referred to in No 11.) 

3ir, liast India House, the 7 th June 1820 . 

WE have the Honour to acknowledge the Receipt of your Letter of the 17th 
Instant, adverting to your Communication under Date the 14th January last, in 
which you refer to the urgent Representations which had been made to His 
Majesty’s Government, relating to the Trade with India and the Eastern Islands, 

and 
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and particularly setting forth the Advantages supposed to be derivable to the 
Mer.cantiU: and Manufacturing Classes of the Community from some Relaxation 
of .the Company's Monopoly of the China Trade, and stating,* that it has become 
necCvSsary for His Majesty’s Ministers to decide upon such Points conni cted with 
the Subject as is open to Parliament to regulate anew without the Consent of the 
’ Company ; at the same Time you are solicitous that any Determination, even 
upon Points of this Description, should be taken after Communications with the 
Court of Directors, and, if possible, with their C'oncurrence. 

The Court have had these Letters under Consideration, as also Mr. Courtenay’s 
Letters of the ^d October and 6th December 1819, the former inclosing a Letter 
from Viscount Chetwynd, with a Memorial from the Committee of Ship-Owners; 
the latter, with a Letter from his I.ordship inclosing Two Memorials, one from 
the principal Merchants, Manufacturers, and Traders of the Towns of Man- 
chcjiter and,Salford, tlie other from the Merchants of London, severally setting 
forth t];jc Advantages which would resuli to them from being enabled ro compete 
with Foreigners in the China Market, as also in the Trade to the North-west 
'Coast of America, and to the Islands in the Indian Sea, &c. , 

• 

The Propositions contained in your Letter to the Court of the 17th Instant, 
appear to the Court to be, 

I St. That Permission be given for a direct Trade from our Settlements in India 
to Foreign Europe. 

ad. That the Company should consent to the Article of Tea forming Part of 
the* Return Cargoes from India- 

\ 

^d. That the Conrpany should form a Depot for the Purchase of Tea either 
at Prince of Wales’s Island or some Place in the Eastern Archipelago. * 

4th. That a Reservation of China Tonnage should be made for the Public, 
upon the Principle adopted in '1*793 with respect to the India Tonnage. 

5th. I'hat to render the foregoing Privileges available to the utmost Extent, 
Supra Cargoes should be allowed to proceed to China in the Ship in which their 
Adventure is embarked* for the Purpose of superintending its Sale, &c. &c. 

The Objects of the Parties alluded to in the Memorials transmitted through 
Viscount Chetwynd to Mr. Courtenay, appear to be, a Free Trade with China, 
the Eastern Islands, and with the North-west Coast of America. 

You, Sir, have been pleased to inform the Court thatiHis Majesty's Ministers 
intend to propose to Parliament a Bill to permit British Vessels to return from 
I'orts and Places within the Limjts of the Company’s Charter to any Country in 
Foreign f!urope, without touching at a British Port. 

Tills Determination having been adopted by His Majesty’s Ministers, the Court 
would have felt.themselves precluded from offering Any Observations upon the Ex- 
pediency <ir Inexpediency of the Measure, had you not expressed a Solicitude that 
the Detet'rnination which may be come to, should be, if possible, with th^r Con- 
currence ; we have therefore the Honour to submit the following Observations 
to your C onsideration. 

The Court have*at all Times considered the Welfare of the East India Com- 
pany to be inseparable from that of the Country j and when they have feJt them- 
selves called upon to act in opposition to the declared Opinion and Wishes of 
aify Bra' ch of His Majesty's Subjects, they have acted from a conscientious Belief, 
founded on long Experience, that the Measures proposed have been calculated to 
injure YatlTer than to promote the Interests of the Parties themselves ‘or the 
Prosperity of the Couptry . 

( 4 «.) • 6X The 
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'I’lic present Period of Distress may be said to demand every Exertion on the 
Part of His Majesty’s Ministers to open new Sources of Commerce for thcc Em- 
ployment of the Commercial Capital of the Country ; and we desire to assure you. 
Sir, in the Name of the Court, that if they could persuade themselves tnat the 
Relief sought for is to be found in the Adoption of the Measures proposed by 
you for the Extension of the India Trade, and for a Participation in the Tea 
Trade, they would, in the Spirit above mentioned, lend their Aid in supporting 
the Views of His Majesty’s Ministers ; the Court, however, are decidedly of 
Opinion, not only that a considerable Part of the Embarrassments under which 
the Parties now petitioning labour, has been produced by Spt'culations in the 
India Trade, but that the Adojilion of the Measures detailed in your Letter would 
inevitably tend to aggravate rather than to relieve such Distress. Ai the same Time 
the Court are not surprised that an Attack on the remaining Privileges of the 
Company should be attempted ; for in the Letter of the Chairman and Deputy 
Chairman to the President of the Board of Commissioners, on the 15th January 
1809, when the Negociation was carrying on respecting the late Charter.>Act, it 
was predicted, “ that the Disappointment which the Private Adventurers could 
“ not fail to experience, would by them be charged to the Influence of the 
“ remaining Privileges of the Company, and they would not rest until the whole 
“ were extinguished.” 

It would appear that prior to 1793, and from that Period to tite present Time, 
the Privileges enjoyed by the East India Company have been a ci.)nstant Oromid of 
Complaint and Jealousy on the Part of those interested in the hulia i rude ; 
that these Parties have from Time to Time earnestly endeavoured to wrest Itom 
the Company their Commercial Privileges ; and thait in proportion as their Wishes 
hav€ been met, so have they been led to indulge more extended and unreason- 
able Views. 

In 1793, when the Renewal of the Company’s Privileges was under Discus- 
sion, the Participation by the Public in the India 'I'rade was urged as the Means 
whereby the Commercial and Manufacturing Interests of the Country would be 
materially promoted. At that Time the Court represented the Fallacy ol such 
an Expectation ; they pointed out that British Produce to a very large Extent 
had been exported to India by the Commanilers and Officers of the C’ompany’s 
Ships, but that no Sale could be found for such Goods, although the Parties 
were enabled to export them tree of all Charges for Freight, and the C om- 
pany were obliged to remit the Indian Duties to save the Parties from utter 
Ruin. 

Notwithstanding these recorded Facts, the Public were permittcxl to enter into 
that Trade. It was provided in the Act of* the 33d Geo. 3. Cap. 52. that the 
Company should set apart a certain Quantity of Tonnage lor the Use of the Pri- 
vate Traders : the Company stated their C«jnviction that no grc;at Extension ol 
the Export of British Manufactures could be eft'ecied by such a Measure : 3000 
Tons were, however, placed *at the ('ommand of 1 he Public, at a fixed Rate of 
Freigh^ much lower than the Company incurred. This Quantity was never 
occupiff by British Exports. 

In 1802 a further Extension wa.s granted to the Private Trader, by permitting 
India-built Shipping to bring Rome the Return Produce ftom, India. The Court 
had offered to extend the Tonnage for the Use of the Public to 6,400 Tons, 
instead of 3,000, or in fact to any Qua!ntity that might be wished ; this, however, 
was rejected, and the Point was ceded- At the same Time the Court stated, that 
no legislative Provision whatever would be the Means of bringing to the RiVer 
'J'hames, in Tiqi-e of Peace, the same Quantity in Bulk and Value of the Produce 
of India as had been brought in Time of War. ** ' 


This 
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. This Systenl continued until the Period approach’ed when a Renewal of the 
Company*^ exclusive Privileges was again about to be brought under the Con- 
sideration of Parliament. 

• 

The Public deemed this to be a good Opportunity for effecting their favourite 
Object, viz. an Open and Free Trade with India ; and they were led to believe 
that the Measure, if carried, would yield to them and to the Country the Means 
of great Commercial Wealth, and would be of the utmost Advantage to the 
Manufacturing Glasses. 

It is scarcely necessary for us to repeat the Arguments which were urged, to 
shew the Hopelessness of such Expectations : in opposition, however, to the 
highest and most competent Authorities, in the Face of Experience, and in Con- 
tradiction to the Policy which had been observed with respect to our Indian Trade, 
it was thought fit to recommend to Parliament to permit an open Trade to and 
from India with such Ports in this Country as might be deemed fit for the Recep- 
tion of Indian Produce, consistently with Safety to His Majesty’s Revenue. 

• • • 

The Experiment has been tried. The Predictions of the Court have been 
verifietU Ships have swarmed into the Trade, and a ruinous Competition in the 
MarketvS, both at Home and Abroad, has been the Consequence. 

It can scarcely be contended, that Great Britain has tf^rived any solid Benefit 
from an increased Exportation of its Manufactures in consequence of the Provi- 
sions of the Act of 1813. The System upon which the Trade has been carried 
on, has been such as inevitably to lead to ultimate Ruin. The Goods are sup- 
plied by the Manufacturer on Credit ; the Exporter or Adventurer has relied 
upon the Sale for the Means of paying the Manufacturer ; instead of a Profit, 
enormous l.oss has been experienced j and thus, if the Freight for the Goods has 
ever been paid, it has been at tlje Expence of the Party originally supplying the 
Article ; and Failure and Misfortune have been the Result. 

The Import 'I’radc has been equiilly ruinous j the Market is now glutted with 
unsaleable Goods to a very great Amount, belonging to private Persons and to 
the Company. '^I'hese Goods arc now lying in the Company’s Warehouses, and 
in store at the Out-Ports and other Places. 

A temporary ^Md to His Majesty’s Revenue cannot be deciiicd a sufficient 
Recompence for countenancing such a System ; and however plausible the Argu- 
ijient of }iennitting Persons to take care of themselves, and that Commerce will 
always tind its I-evel, yet if the prospect of Advantage is, held out by ceding to 
■ .{j^eculative Parties the Means of ^iudidging such a Disposition, the most baneful 
Consequences must ensue. 

* • « • • 

The Effect of having yielded to the public Representations of interested Pe- 
titioners, in 1 8 has been the Transfer from one Body of His Majesty’s Subjects 
to another of a Trade which had been carried on with Advantage to the Country, 
without efttailing upon the Parties the Ruin which has been produced by’ its un- 
limited Extension j at the same Time that this Extension, has annihilated a solid 
System, which in Ships and Commerce proved a real Benefit to the Parties 
engaged, as well ag afforded the Means of materially aiding the Wants of the 
Nation at Periods when such Aid was most acceptanle. 

• . 

Relief is sought in a Departure from the fundamental Principle which has been 
hitherto acted upon, viz. making Great Britain the Emporium of Indian Com- 
merce ; and Foreign Europe is now to be the Entrep6t for the Produce of our 
Indian Empire. 


Whatever 
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Whatever Advantages • some Individuals may possibly deriv* from such a 
Measure, it can scarcely be expected that cither the Revepue of the ^'ountry, or 
the Interests of the numerous Classes connected with the Shipping and Com- 
mercial Establishments, will be benefited by it. , 

The Arguments which were urged by the Merchants of London against the 
Transfer of the Trade to the Out-Ports, will apply still more forcibly to the Pro- 
position under Consideration, which, in the Apprehension of the Court, goes to a 
Transfer of the Trade from this Country to Foreign Europe, viz. 

“ That under the Sanction of the various Acts of Parliament passed relative to 
“ such Trade, and particularly under the Sanction of that of the 33d of His late 
“ Majesty, and in obedience and conformity to the Regulations and Restrictions 
“ therein contained, your Petitioners have enjoyed the Advantage of such Ex- 
ports ; and in the Faith and Confidence that no Alteration would Jake place in 
“ such Trade, have constructed extensive Manufactories, and kept up large Stocks 
“ of various Sorts of Merchandize, peculiarly and exclusively adapted for tiie 
“ India and China Markets, and have formed large Establishments in the Port .of 
“ London, and Rave otherwise embarked large Capitals for the Purpose of 
carrying on the Export Trade from thence to India and China.” 

“ That should the Export Trade to India and China, which is now confined to 
“ the Port of London, Jbe extended to the Out-Ports, great and extensive Injury 
“ would not only be occasioned to your Petitioners, but also very manifest Injury 
“ and Inconvenience would be sustained by the Revenue and the Country at 
large.” 

“ That not only have large Establishments been formed, extensive Wareho'uscs 
“ and Manufactories built or provided, and large Stocks of Morchantlize laid in, 
“ exclusively adapted to the India and China Markets, but Docks and Wharfs 
“ have been formed, and Workmen engaged by your Petitioners to such an Ex- 
“ tent and to such an Expence as will, in the Event of a Remf)val of the Export 
“ Trade to the Out-Ports, tend to the utter Ruin of many Individuals and their 
Families, who are now and have been long embarked in this Trade, under the 
“ Sanction of the Legislature of the Country.” 

If such Consequences have at all resulted to the Port of J.ondon from the 
Extension of the Trade to the Outporls, under J:he Act of 1813, it is to be 
apprehended that the Measure now under Consideration would have the EfTefl of 
promoting similar Consequences, in a much greater Degree, throughout the 
Country'. 

It cannot be expc< 5 Ied, that the Ships whiclr may be engaged between India 
and Foreign Europe will even touch at a British Port. 'I’he Fortunes embarked 
will be alienated from the Mother Country, if not finally, at least for a. con- 
siderable Time ; and the Meqns%hereby the Revenue derives some Support at 
present, will be entirely lost to the Country. Thus the Docks formed through- 
out the Kingdom for the Reception of Shipping engaged in the India Trade, 
will become so far useless. The' Establishment of Yards fi^r building and 
repairing Ships will be forsaken, and hence One material Source .of Employ- 
ment for all the CIassc$ of Tradesmen connected with India Shipping will be 
abolished. 

7 ’he* Court cannot but contemplate with much Apprehensipn the Conse- 
quences which must inevitably arise from the great Facilities which this 
Opening will admit of, for an indiscriminate Resort of Europeans, not only 
to the Archipelago, but to* the Continent of India. When all Restraints are 
taken off, the Parties must be allowed to follow thei»' Property, and to remain 

at 
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at the Place where they^land till they shall haye disposed of it, and in the 
Absence of* Check and Controul they would seek to indemnify themselves on 
Shore for ill Success in their Adventures. 

Wa arc desirous, before we proceed to the Consideration of the other Points 
communicated in your Letter, to advert to an AVgument urged for a Parti- 
cipation in the Company's Privileges j as it is one which at first Sight may be 
deemed most plausible. 

It is asserted that British Traders do not enjoy the Benefits which the Ameri- 
can dVader possesses ; the grpat Advantages which America has been able to 
derive from ner Trade to India, are owing to the Treaty made with that Country 
by our Government in 17941 to the Belligerent State of Europe, and to the 
comparative cheap Rate at which they have been enabled to build and fit out 
Ships ; wiil> Reference to this last Circumstance, no British Merchant can expeft 
to sail a Ship in Competition with the Americans, the Materials for Ship-building 
being generally much dearer in this Ctruntry, from the Duties necessarily imposed 
on the various Articles to meet the Demands of the State. 

. • 

America has likewise traded with Specie ; few European Goods were shipped 
by them for the Indian or China Markets. 

At the same dime it is evident, that with all these Advantages, America does 
not continue to derive that Success with which she has been favoured ; the l)utch, 
the Swedes, the French, are now her Competitors j . and the Quantity of Tea 
which America will import into Foreign Europe will be comparatively trifling ; 
and we doubt whether it has ever been to the Extent supposed. 

With respect to Tea being permitted to form one of the Articles ‘for a 
Return Cargo, weighty Objections occur to the Court against such a Measure. 
The Court liave reason to believe, from the best Sources of unofficial Information 
which they have been enabled to obtain, that the Quantity of I’ea imported into 
Foreign Europe is not great. 

It is extremely doubtful whether the British Trader could enter the Market in 
Competition with the Parties already engaged in it ; and even admitting that they 
may participate in such 'I’rade, yet the Demand can never be such as to carry 
oft' the Return Cargoes to the Extent which will reimburse the Expences attend- 
ant upon so long a Voyage.* The only Means left whereby they can get rid 
of thi-ir Tea will be by smuggling, and their Route to the Ports northward of 
Gibraltar, as well as the Facility of forming Depots on the French and Dutch 
Coasts for the Purpose of bringing it to this Country as Opportunities may otter, 
will present a Temptation for ^e 'Prosecution of this illegal Traffic, which all 
the Vigilance of Government will be unable to check ; thus a Deterioration in 
the extensive Revenue which is derived from the Trade being copfined solely to 
the 'East India Ctnupany must inevitably follow, and the Means whereby they are 
enabled to carty on the Administration of their Affairs would be most materially 
afiefted, as will lx* observed upon in the Conclusion of this Letter. 

• 

With regard to the Company forming a Depot at Prince of Wales’s Island, or 
at some Port in the Eastern Archipelago, for Tea to supply the Private Trader ; 
the Court cannot accede to such a Proposal ; not only would the Charge neces- 
sarily to be*incurre*d by the Company, in the Transit of that Article from China 
to the Depot (independently of the Expettee of an Establishment for that Pur- 
pose), render, the Price to the Purchaser an Obje£lion to such a Place, but 
•the Character of tlie Company would be involved, as it would be impossible 
to guard against the Frauds which would be practised, both in, respect of the 
Quality and Quantity of the Article. A System of this Kind could not fail to 
(. 4 ' 2 .) 6 Y produce 
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produce continued Misunderstandings and Disputes between the Purchasers and 
the Company. 

Upon the Proposition of reserving Part of the China Tonnage for the Public, 
upon the Principle acted on in 1793 as to the India Tonnage, the Court beg to 
observe, that were they disposed to accede to the Suggestion, it could not be 
expected that greater Satisfaction would be given to the; Public than resulted 
from ihc Experiment at the Period above alluded to ; but as this Proposition 
is coupled with a Permission to Supra-cargoes to proceed in the Ships on 
which their Adventure may be embarked, the Court cannot in any way lend their 
Countenance to it, as, in their Opinion, it w(iuld Igad to an Annihilation of the 
Company’s China Trade, even if the necessary Charges attendant on the Pro- 
secution of such an Adventure did not render the Thing impracticable with any 
Prospect of Benefit to the Parties who may be engaged in it. 

We have now the Honour, Sir, to draw your Attenilon to the Memorials 
transmitted with I.ord Chetwynd’s Letter, in Mr. Courtenay’s Commururatiou 
of the -jd October and 6th December last. These Memorials seem to be 
erroneous, in supposing that the Company have any Cor>troul over much of 
the Trade, which the Parties intimate their Wish to engage in. The 'I'rade to 
the North-west Coast of America and Borneo, and the other Islands in the 
same Archipelago, is open to the Public, without any Licence whatever Irom the 
Company ; at the same Time the Court !>cg to observe- upon this Branch of the 
Subject, that the Coasting I’rade of India, and with the Eastern Islands, has 
been long carried on by British Mercliants resident in Iniiia. No Adventurer 
fitting out from this Country could furnish the Articles supplied on Terms 
as cheap as the Company, and tin- Parlies before mentioned, as they must 
have an Advantage both in point of Freight and Provisi.)n of Goods, more par- 
ticularly at the present Time, when India is glutted with British Manufactures 
of all Kinds, which it is the Object of the Petitioners to introduce into the East 
Indies. 

With respect to the 'I'rade from the North-west Coast of America to China, 
it is unimportant ; I’urs have been purchasc-d by the r\niericans from the Cana- 
dian North-west Company to carry to Canton ; but the Scale of the Trade is 
insignificant. 

As to the China Trade being open to Private 'I’raders, this Suliject was very 
thoroughly weighed, previously to the Arrangements as to tiie British Relations 
with India and China, in 1813. 

That Arrangement was fixed upon Principles of National Policy and Expediency; 
and the China d'rade, to be conducted upon the Mode th .u agreed upon, became 
a most important Object of Inducement to the Couipariy, to undertake Dutie*s 
not less material to the Public titan to the Cfompaiiy, the Perlbrmancc of which 
might be endangered by any Change of System. 

By the Act of *793, the Sum of One Million Sterfing was sec ured to the 
Company from the Indian Territories. I'^vents ctver which the C'oinpany have 
had no Controul, have deprived them of that Resource. The India 'I'rade has 
since been taken from them; and if the China Trade was to be infringed, 
the Company must lose the Means of their Existence, and they woUld be 
rendered incapable of performing the important Functions assigned to them by 
the Coifntry. 

• 

The reciprocal Aids of Revenue and Commerce arc necessary to the Consti- 
tution of the Company, and Jihey have carried on the Government entrusted to 
them in a Way which has been acknowledged to be highly beneficial, botk to the 
Mother Country and to«its Indian Possessions. 

Thf 
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The Court are not aw^re that any Circumstances have occurred, which were 
not contemplated when the Aot was passed, or which would have led to a View 

of the Public Interest different from what was then taken. 

• • 

The Court regret that they should be placed in opposition to the Wishes of 
a considerable Portion of the Commercial Community connected with the India 
Trade ; and they likewise lament that they cannot fall in with the Views of His 
Majesty’s Ministers ; but under all the Circumstances which wc have had the 
Honour to bring to your Attention, the Court feel that, consistently with the 
intetests committed to their Charge, they arc bound to withhold their Consent 
to any Alteration "in the China Trade, as fixed by the Act of Parliament of the 
53d Year of His Jate Majesty. 

We have the Honor to be, &c. 

(Signed) G. A. Robinson, 

The Right Honourable George Canning, T. Reid. 

&c.* &c. &c. 


No. 12 . 

To the Right Honourable the Lords of His Majesty’s most Honourable Privy 

Council for the Affairs of Trade. 

• • 

The humble Memorial of the Chamber of Commerce of Belfast, 

She^eth, 

I'HAT in the present distressing State of Foreign as well as the Home Ttade 
of these Countries, Memorialists look with great Confidence to your LordshipvS 
taking every Matter into scrious.Consideration, that may appear in the slightest 
Degree to shew any new Channel to enable the Merchants of these Countries 
to carry on an advantageous Traffic ; provided that in so doing it does not inter- 
fere with Ilis Majesty’s Revenue or any chartered Interests. 

Memorialists therefore most humbly beg to state, that by the 53d of His 
late Majesty, no Vessel under 350 Tons can be employed in the East India 
Trade, or proceed beyond certain Limits therein mentioned. 

That a most lucrative Trade has been for Years, and is still carrying on be- 
tween many Farts of the East and other* Countries, entirely by Foreigners, 
and which 'I'radc has, as Memorialists believe, never occupied the Attention of 
the East India Company. 

TJiat British Merchants arc prohibited by saitl Act from trading with India, 
except with the Principal Settlements within the Limits alluded tO, without the 
Special Licence* of the Ilu-ectors and the Board of*Controul. 

That while the British Merchant is so prohibited by our own I.aws, Foreigners 
are carrying on a Trade that has been found most advantageous. 

That theve is every Reason, .to believe that Trade could be carried on to greatei 
Advantage by British Merchants than by Foreigners, as they have to come to tlze 
British Markets to purchase Manufactures to take to these same Markets, from 
whence they take the Produce to all other Parts, thereby employing both Foreign 
Shipping and Seamen, where British Ships are laid up that might be employed in 
a Trade that would not interfere with the Interests, of the East India Company, 
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or injure His Majesty's Revenue, if the Restrictions in the Act of Parliament 
mentioned were removed. 

That the Town of Belfast has been refused the Privilege of being* made One of 
the Ports eligible for trading with India, and that a large Capital is sunk in Ship- 
ping owned in the Town, which, for want of Occupation at this Time, increases 
the Distress. 

That the Removal of the Restrictions as to Tonnage and Licences in the East 
SicinOrig. India Trade would leave an open for the Employment of some of their Ships, 
which arc generally from 150 to 250 Tons Burthen, and thereby enable your 
Memorialists to have at least the Option of sharing a lucrative I'rade with Foreign- 
ers, which is by our own Laws now secured to Foreigners exclusively. 

Your Memorialists therefore humbly pray that your Lordships will 
direct that a Bill may be laid before Parliament for tetnoving the Re- 
strictions of Tonnage, and as to Licences, in the EaSt India *1 rade, 
with such Reservations as., to your Lordships may seem irecc.-isary : 
And your Memorialists have further to pray, that your Lordships 
will make such Regulations with the Hixtourable the Iva^t India 
CoiApany, as to enable a Bill to be brought into Parliament, with the 
Consent of that Honourable Company, to relax the present Laws, 
so as to enable these C’ountries to supply China by a direct Expor- 
tation with our own Manufactures, and to enable them to share in 
the Trade between the Continent of F.urtipe and China. 

And your Memorialists will ever pray. 

(Signed) Xaucissu.s Bam., 

Belfast, 26tli June 1820. \ . 1’‘ of llie Cbunibtr of L'oiiiinert'c. 


No. 13. 

To the Right Honourable the Lord.s of His Majesty’s most Honourable Privy 

Council for Aftair i of 'I’rade. 

The humble Memorial of the Merchants, Manufacturers, and others, of 
the Town of Leeds and it.s Neighlxturhood, interested in the Export 
Trade from this Country, 

Sheweth, 

THAT since the Trade to the East Indies ’and .other Countries beyond the 
Cape of Good Hope, was by the E’ifty-third of Hii late Majesty partially opened 
to Individual Enterprise, the Demand for British Manufactures has greatly in* 
creased in those Countries ; and that still more important Accessions to the Com- 
merce of Britain may be expected to result from the Removal of the following 
Restrictions upon the Private Trade to India : 

“ The Reservation to the East India Company of the exclusive Trade with 
« China.” 

i. 

“ That the Vessels employed shall not be under 350 TonS Burthen; and that 
“ they shall not proceed to any Place on the Continent of Asia between the 
“ Indies and Malacca, except the Principal Settlements of the Company, without 
the special and discretionary Licence of the Directors, regulated by the Boatd 
“ of Controul, and not to any Places other than on the said Continent between' 
** the said Limits, without the discretionary Licence of the said Board.” *■ 


In 
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In prayinoT for the Remov^al of these Restrictions on the Private Trad^ to 
India, your Memorialists seek no more than the Legislature, under the aolh 
Section of t^te 53d of His late Majesty, has Power to grant, without infnnging 
• on the Rights and Interests of the East India Company. 

In the present depressed State of our Manufactures and Foreign Commerce, 
we are led, however, to remark — 

That other Nations, particularly America, being unfettered by these Restric- 
tions, possess decided Advantages over this Country in the East India Trade, 
independent of their important Commerce with China; but if the Restrictions of 
Tonnage and Li(;ence were removed, the British Merchant might successfully 
compere with them in the Trade to the Eastern Coast of Africa, the Red Sea, and 
Persian Gulph, the Eastern Archipelago, and other Countries Eastward of 
Malacca, at present nearly engrossed by Foreigners. • 

That the gartial Opening already granted has paved the Way for a general 
Reception of our Manufactures in those rich and extensive Regions of the Globe ; 
and your Memorialists are anxious, by the Acquisition of new Channels of Com- 
nicjrce, to furnish profitable Labour and Subsistence for a large unemployed 
Population. * • 

In directing your Lordships Attention to the important Subject of the Trade 
with China, your Memorialists discard every Wish to infringe upon the Rights of 
the East India Company, yet they entertain the Hope that a satisfactory Arrang^e- 
ment may be effected with that Honourable Company, for giving to the Merchants 
of this Country the Advantages of a Participation in those Branches of the 
Chinese Trade ncjt engaged in by the Company, which are open to Foreign ' 
Traders, and from which the British Merchant alone is excluded, by the Regula- 
tio^*of his own Government. 

The great and increasing Demand for British Manufactured Goods in China 
has been supplied chiefly through the Intervention and greatly to the Increase of 
American Shipping, and your Memorialist have solid Grounds to expect that a 
lucrative and important Trade in British Manufactures would be established with 
that populous and exteivsive Empire, were British Enterprise permitted to avail 
itself of jts own Powers. 

Your Memorialists therefore humbly pray that your Lordships will 
be pleased to cause to be brought before Parliament a Bill for 
removing the present Restrictions as to Tonnage and Licences in 
the Private Trade to India, on such Conditions and under such 
Regulations as to your I.ordships ‘shall seem meet j and further, that 
your Lordships will be pleased to arrange with the Honourable East 
India Company, .tha^ a Bill, with the Consent of that Honourable 
Body, may be brought into Parliament, for such Relaxation in the 
present Laws as may enable the Merchants of this Country to supply 
China with our Manufactures by direct Exportation, and to parti- 
cipate in th& Trade between China and the Continent of Europe, 
under such Restrictions as your Lordships may deem necessary. 

And your Memorialists shall ever pray, &c. 

(Signed by) John and Epward Brooke and Co. 

And Fifty-four other blouses. 


(42.) 
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No. 14 . 

LETTER from S. R. Lushington, Esquire, to Thomas Lack, Esquire. 
— With Four Inclosures. <. 

Sir, Treasury Chambers, 6th October 1819. 

I AM cointnanded by the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury, to 
transmit to you a Letter from Mr. Robertson, inclosing Suggestions on the 
Subjetf of the Trade between this Country and the East Indies, and to desi/e 
you will submit the same to the Consideration of the Lords oF the Committee 
of Privy Council for Trade, &c. 

^ I am, Sir, 

&c. &c. &c. 

Thomas Lack, Esq. (Signed) S. R' Lushington. 

&c. &c. &c. 


(First Inclosure in No. 14.) 


London, 1st. April 1819. 

Considering your Note of the 29th March to be the Expression of your Doubt 
as to the Possibility of inducing the East India Company to grant, at present, 
what my Plan requires of them, and not of Unwillingness on the Part of Govern- 
ment to favour an Attempt at procuring for the Merchants of this C'ountry an 
immediate Participation in the China Trade ; and because your Sentiments are 
with me, I have the Honour of again diretllng your Attention to the Subjed^ 

The more I consider this Subjed, the more I am convinced that were the 
Ministry aw'^are of the Importance of the Measure suggested, they would desire 
it, and easily would succeed in inducing the Company to accept lor their Con- 
cession an Equivalent which would cost the Country almost nothing compared 
with the great and immediate Advantages that would occur to our Manufac- 
tures and Commerce. 

The Bank of England, some Time ago, received an Extension of their Charter, 
as a Return for some Accotnmodation.affordcd to Government ; and 1 doubt not, 
that the East India Company would gladly accept an Addition of a few Years to 
the Term for exclusive Trade in Tea, already granted them, in lieu of the Con- 
cession required. 

I . * 

The Part of tliis Monopoly here aimed at, is useless to the Company, 
although if abandoned it would become of such extensive Importance to the 
general Mercantile Interest. The Adoption of some Step at pre.sent in the Matter 
is of the more Importance, becau.se already much Discontent prevails in the Ma- 
nufafturing and Mercantile Bodies, on account of their impolitic Exclusion from 
the China Trade ; and were they made aware of the vast Field that could be 
opened for their Advantage in that Quarter, and of the momentous Benefit 
that might be fmmediately derived from it, their Discontent would increase. As 
the Company would lose nothing by the Gran’t in question, and the Country 
would gain so much, if there is a single Spark of Patriotism in the Court of 
Directors, there can be no Difficulties. 

From the General Statement on the Subject already in your Hands, and your 
previous Acquaintance with it, you will have perceived the important Conse- 
quences to our Shipping of opening such a Trade ^ and I desire particularly to 

call 
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call your Attention to the Advantages in this Way which the United States of 
America at present derive from it. 'I’lie dangerously aggrandizing and ambitious 
Dispositi(in of that Nation is unfolding itself more and more every Day, and I 
confess myself, from my Knowlege of that People, to be One of those who 
think, that the Americans will not rest till they have expelled us from North 
America, and coped with our Fleets at Sea, or at least* till they have made every 
Effort for these Ends : you will therefore excuse the Zeal with wj^ich I would try 
to counteract the rising Power of their Navy, • 

I will not eijlarge on the many secondary Advantages which would arise from 
the proposed Extension of the China Trade ; but 1 am desirous you should be 
convinced with me of the rational Prospect of ^^iving a great and new Activity 
to our torpid Trade and Manufactures. 'I'he rapidly increasing Demand in China 
for our Manufactures, which has only taken place within the hii.t few Years, and 
particular Information with respect to which is not likely to have reached you, 
may give )g3u an Idea of the possible Increase of the Trade. 

• ^ 

The Freight of Cotton is as high from Bombay and Bengal to China, as from 
ihesc Ports to Fnglaml ; and the Profit on Capital is much higher in Cliina than 
ill England, the Interest o! Money being i8 per Cent.; it is therefore not 
extravagant tcr suppose, that our more moderate Profit and lower Interest of Money, 
operating through our highly improved Machinery, would enable us to under- 
sell the Chiiijse, and that for an indefinite Time (from their Aversion to adopt 
ioreign Improvements), notwithstanding that lAibour with them is so much 
lower. I'he Freight Outwards on manufactured Gooiis train England to China 
is so low tliai it isS not worth taking into the Account. 

• 

As Proof of the Advantages likely to arise from the Extension of this 
Trade, and as a Criterion by wliich to judge of the comparative Rates at which 
the Chinese and the Merchants of this Country can bring similar Goods to Mar- 
ket, I may mention that the Persons who have received Commissions in China 
for our Cotton Manufactures a*re enabled to execute them with a Profit of Eighty 
per Cent. 

• 

In opening this Track-, Caution may be advisable, to prevent the Chinese from 
taking Alarm- at the natural Consequences of it to their own Manufadlures ; yet 
we know, that the Chinese Government much prefers a Commerce whicA brings 
them raw or mamffactured Goods of prime Utility in Return, to one which has 
only the ])recious Metals and Curiosities of Art to offer •, hence the Preference 
which they declared on a former Occasion for the Russian Trade as compared 
with ours, because the Russians they »aid,brought them Catt-le, Furs, Cloth, 
Hardware, ike. ; Things of real Use, in return for their Superfluities ; while we 
carried them only Gold, Silver* aiul Trinkets, which they had as much from their 
Mines as* was required lor Any useful Purpose to which they could be applied ; 
and our Watches, and similar Objefts, they could never be so useful to the 
Nation as the manufarturt-d Silks, Niinkeens, Teas, &c. which *ave took from 
them. • 

The Chinese have much more political Sagacity than is generally attributed to 
them in this Part of the W^orld ; and many of the Pj-iiiciples of the Political 
Economy which liave been acef’ Discoveries of modern i imes, have been 
Maxiihs of GovernmciK with them for many Cetituries. But it may follow, from 
our open Trade carrying th'em Manufactures to their Liking, that the more 
Northern Ports of the Empire may be opened for their Inlroduclion, in^dditton 
to Canton, to. which Foreign Commerce is now confined. 

• 

There are, in general, from Forty to Fifty American Ships annually at Canton, 
upwards of One-half of which load Goods for the Markets of Continental Europe j 
were this Trade open to -English Merchants, they would, carry it on with greater 

Advantage 
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Advantage than the Americans can, because they haue the Merchandize to oflfer 
in return, which the Chinesd prefer to the Dollars of the Americarfs, or to the, 
English Goods at an advanced Price, which the Americans may take instead 
of Dollars. 

Although English Ships'not belonging to the Company are prevented from 
going to ( hina# English Merchants still find an Advantage in trading among 
the Eastern Islands to collect Produce which suits the China’ Market ; they s^nd 
this afterwards from the most convenient Ports, as Batavia, Malacca, Prince of 
Wales Island, or elsewhere, until Ships coming back from China bring them 
Returns for what they sent them. How many unnecessary Delays, Losses, and 
Expellees must this indirect Mfethod of Traffic occasion ; and if the Profits are 
still sufficient to cover all this, how great would the Advantage be were the 
Trade free, with the consequent Inducements to extend it. Insurances have been 
effected at Lloyd’s to upwards of 00,000 last Week, on Goods, principally 
Teas, from China to Rio de Janeiro, and Europe, on Austrian, Portuguese, ftc. 
See. Account, and nominally in Portuguese Vessels ; but it may be easily proved 
that the Property so covered is British ; and here we see the English Merchant 
forced to employ Foreign Bottoms at an increased Expence of E’reight and Insu- 
rance, which with the open Trade they would save, while they would have their 
Capital rnore immediately under their own Eye. On Foreign Vessels (I allude 
to the present Insurance) the Premiums are Twelve Guineas per Cent, home 
from China, while on our own it is only Six Guineas per Cent, out and 
honK. ' 

I do not dwell hero upon the Advantages which our Merciiants wovild derive 
from the Traffic among the Islands, which the Opening at China would encou- 
rage, as, from Sir Thomas Stamford Raffles ami others, yourself and Colleague'' 
must-be well informed of its Value to the Country. Nor havt; I again touched on 
the Prospects to the further Increase of the Trade from tlic Emancipation of the 
Spanish Provinces of America. Whether those Advantages at present open to us 
are to continue and extend, or not, is much more within your Sphere of Con- 
jecture than mine, and will by you be more justly appreciated in its Bearing on 
the present Object ; and if it is true that the, Spanish Government have lately 
opened to us the cliief Port of Peru, there is a Ilope, e/en should she reduce 
her Provinces again to Subjection, that, from the beneficial Effects of the 
Experiment, the Ports, or the Chief of them, would continue open to 
Strangers. 

In the Report upon the State of the American Currency, lately made to the 
House of Representatives, the Amou-nt of Dollars sent to China and India appears 
a Point of great Importance, and is treated with due Attention ; it is there stated, 
** 'Ihe annual Exports on American Vessels from the United States and all 
“ other Places to China and the East Indies, can hardly be estimated at more 
“ than Twelve Millions of Dollars ; and it cannot be doubted that our Sales of 
“ East India Articles in Europe exceed that Amount. The Value of Merchan- 
“ dize from China and India annually consumed in the United Stales, is probably 
“ equal to Five Millions of Dollars ; and if this be so, the Consumption of 
“ East India Articles by t’ne United States is paid for by the mere Profits of the 
“ Trade.” 

With an open Trade we should certainly participate in this Advantage'; and 
from the Circumstances already mentioned, we would probably securfe nearly the 
Whole. 

Another Advantage to England of this Trade from China to Continental 
Europe in English Ships would be, its Influence upon the Exchanges ; these at 
present are occasionally very much against us, from various Circumstances ; but 
as all the Profits of this Trade would have to come to us, in some Shape, from 

Che 
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the different Europeaiv Markets in which it would be carried on, this would have 
a great and favourable Influence on them ; indeed nothing could contribute more 
cfHcaciously towards the permanent Payment in Specie, than our Participation in 
the Profits ftwhich the .United States derived from the Indian European Trade. 

It is Iselieved by those conversant in Money Matters, that the Quantity of 
Gold and Silver in Europe is sensibly diminishing, from the diminished Supply, 
arising out of the troubled State of Spanish America ;• and it is contemplated, 
that a Continuance of these Troubles for any considerable Time longer, will so 
enhance the Value of the precious Metals in Europe and America, that the Trade 
of these Countiyes with China will be much affected by it. The Trade from 
America and Continental Europe being chiefly carried on with Dollars and Por- 
tuguese Coins, ih the United States of America at present they find great Difficulty 
to procure Money for the East India Trade, even at a Premium of from 8 to lo 
j>er Cent. This is at once a Bounty upon our pure Goods ; and the Bounty 
increasing with Scarcity of Bullion, might make them the chief Medium of 
Barter between Europe and China. 

• • 

Our Ability to supply China profitably with Cotton pure Goods has arisen 
within a very few Year^, and is not yet generally known. As to the Magnitude 
of the Object to be fostered to Perfection, the Vastness of \he Population of 
that Empire wili give a more adequate Idea than can be given by any other 
Means. 


I am desirous to impress upon you, that all those flattering Prospects must be 
blighted, and the present happy Combination of Circumstances for ever lost to 

the Nation, if. not immediately used to advantage. 

• • • 

• 

yhe pushing of this Trade would introduce other Manufactures, and Com- 
munity of Exchange without the precious Metals might soon open upon us, 
which is at present stifled under the high Rates of the C^^ompany. Independently 
of high Rates, Unity of Interest is the worst of all Means for promoting such 
an Intercourse as wc want with China. One Mind cannot at the same Time 
attend profitably to numerous Objects, while many Minds may. Were there a 
direct Intercourse between China and the West India Islands, such as would 
naturally arise with a free Trade, the Chinese might be easily induced to become 
the l.,abourers, and this with much Profit to the Planters, on account of the 
extraordinary Industry and sober Habits of the Chinese Poor.* The Experiment 
of this Kind which was already made in Trinidad failed, on account of there 
being no Communication between the Colony and the*Mother Country ; and a 
necessary Condition was, a Facility of hearing from their Families in China, and 
of sending small Remittances to them, or of returning themselves when a little 
Money was accumulated. I know of no oth*er Plan that would enable our West 
India Islands to cultivate Coffee* and Sugar for Foreign -Markets ; as Java, with 
its presenr admirable Government, Climate, and Soil, its numerous, industrious, 
and free Population, with very low Prices of Labour and present low Freights, 
must in a few Yeat^ undersell all Colonies on this Side the Cape of.Good Hope. 

I have now *put you* in Possession of my general Ideas on the Subject of a 
partially opened Trade with China j and, before entering upon it more particu- 
larly, I would be happy to know the Opinion of Ministers re.specting it. It will 
be impossible to prevent it much longer from coming before Parliament in some 
Shape,* as the Advantages the Americans are deriving from it, and the indefinite 
Improvement which it admits of, in the Hands of Englishmen, become better 
known. Certainly nothing at present could more increase the Popularity of 
Ministers thai\ carrying the Measure into Effect ; and, on the other Hand, the 
Opposition will soon attempt to prove against them Neglect of the Interests of 
the Country if they do not. 
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As I hJire Silreixdy stated, the East India Companv would lose nothing by 
gi-anthig what depends on theni with respect to it and if they saw Government 
determined, ev^ HesitaticAti on their Part would be prevented, by the Reflection 
that Ministers will have it in their Power by and by to *enew or wsthhoid the 
East India Charter ; and I do conceive that so unwarrantable a Prevention of 
Advantage to the State, and without Profit to themselves, could not merit any 
future Indulgence. 

Letters just received from India alFord a strong Corroboration of some of tlic 
Views contained in these Sheets ; and it will interest you to know that the Go 
vernor General in Council has already adopted Measures to facilitate Comniorce 
with the Eastern Archipelago and China, and to rescue us, in some Mecisurc , 
from the overpowering Influence of the Dutefi in that Quarter. I apprelieiKl, 
however, that the Expedition, of Two Frigates, Two Cruizing Vessels, and a 
Battalion of Seapoys, that was to rake possession of the Port of R.l>io, will he 
anticipated by the Dutch, and by consequence become abortive ; •«uk 1 the Dane t i 
of this points out strongly the Evils of Procrastination in putting -in fixeoutiou 
the Measures that ought to be adopted* to secure a Continuation of <n4r Supi - 
riority in general Commercial Adventure. . 

I am, 

&C. See. Sec. 

(SigiiCvl ) .A. Kon I II r-'O'j . 


(Second Im Insure in No. 1 1.) 

' HEADS of a PLAN <dr promoting t I k Mereantiie and Manul.iciuii.i ■ 

Interests of the Ct untry. 

THAT it is the Interest of this Nation our Mercfiants should have r verv 
Facility given them in their Coinpeiitioii with the Aiuerican State s, in order to 
prevent their engrossing Markets which our Mauulacjures and Clapital would, 
in a free State, obtain us a Preference. 

That the United States have tliis Advantage in the peculiar State of the Chin.i 
Trade of this Country. They have almost a Monopoly of theTrade of Ctintineiiial 
Europe to China, and, together with the Portuguese, that of South America ; both 
which Markets promise an increa-.eci Employment for our Shipping, with a very 
great increased Demand for our Manufactures and Capital. 

That these Objects, combined with very extensive intermediate Advantages result- 
ing from the Demand for our Manufactures in the extensive Eastern Archi[)flago, 
together with, the adjacent Coasts of the Ctiina Sea, and the Dcmaiul of China 
for the Produce of these Islands and Coasts, migfjt i)e secured to the Enterprise 
of our Merchants, without mterfering with the Adv:in‘ages the India Company 
derive from the China Trade, nor with the present advantageou-. Collection of 
that Revenue. 

That an Arrangement be made with the Company to permit Private SJiips to 
trade with China in every thing but I’ea, and iu any but .through our Imlian 
Continental Possessions ; that is, they have Permission to go first to Sjranish 
America, tlience to China, and froin China to America, or the Continent of 
Europe, on their Return ; or to trade freely with the Archipelago tfnd the adjacent 
Coasts of the China Sea, to China and back, guaranteed only against Dutch 
Aggression, apfl prohibited only from where they have actual Possessipn. 


Thai 
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That our Merchants be permitted to put themselves under the Protection of . 
petty Native Princes or Raja^, without our Interference, but in so far as Euro- 
pean Powers are concerned. In this Manner they may have Warehouses in dif- 
ferent QuAters with a Security greatly overbalancing the Risk in proportion to 
the Advantages derived, be enabled to dispose of outward and collect homeward 
Cargoes ^t Leisure ; and by this means too, the Production of all that suits our 
Demand will be best promoted, by the ever-acting Infldence of Self-interest. 

That smaller Ships be allowed to go to China, and on the circuitous Voyages ; 
the Commerce being chiefly in valuable Commodities, and small Vessels being 
more manageaWe upon the Shores of the Archipelago, &c. &c, ; but chiefly 
because the Americans trade in. small Vessels, and by consequence find then' 
Advantage in so doing ; besides, these give a n^ore universal Spur to Enterprise, 
putting it in the Power of greater Numbers entering upon the same Field. 

That they j^ould be permitted to go direct to the Continent of Europe from 
China, I coiTceivc necessary, from the growing Consumption of Tea in Germany, 
which ft is most desij ous we should carfy, they having no Carriers of their own, 

•tb'" Americans possessing that Tradr just now. This is of‘ the more immediate 
Ifnportance, as uoTie even of the Commercial Nations of tht^ Continent, with a 
slight Exception in favour of, 1 may say, an abortive Attempt from Holland, 
have taken that Ground yet ; and should we anticipate them in this, we keep it 
jii spile of them. 

That the pre^sent Grounds of Exclusion cannot only be proved unfounded, Jbut 
the Expediency of the Step proposed proved independent ol' the foregoing, on the 
Ground of piu’tially liahituating us to the Customs of those People, the Delicacy 
of* whose Intercourse we are led to dread so much, and giving the Government 
better Sources from whence to legislate with Etlcct on any future Occasion. 

About Jught Years ago, when 1 \\as in Cliiria, Six or Elgin thousand Poumf-> 
would cover ;ili the* Cotton pure Goods taken to Cliina in ('oin{)Lrioji with thosi i»i On 
Madras. This Season, I am given to understand, there are between a Hundred 
and thirty and a Huiulrc?d and fifty thousand Pounds Sterling, and that too, in a 
great Measure, by Commission from Chinese Mcrchaiiis, which must evince 
strongly the Disposiiioii^ to rapid Increase, was the Supply adequate. Hhth my 
Knowledge of the Chinese, the low Rate of Cotton, and getting up Cotton Goods 
here, persuade me the Consumption w^oulcl extend very much m a short d ime. 

• 

The Question is simply this : Can W'c clothe the Chinese Population in part 
with Cotton Manuiactures cheaper tiian their own r If so, the Demand has to us 
no apparent Limit ; and the Call of the Chinese AlcrcharUs gives a strong War- 
rant for wTat I tliink will follow. Woolleits, Hardware, Glassware, and many 
other Manufactures would conu^in aid. 

Between 35 and 40,000 Tons of Sugar alone is carried annually from Cochin 
China to (^hina Psoper. The Cochin Chinese are clothed from China Proper, 
and*in a circuitous Manner ; chielly, I believe, through the Portuguese, from 
Bengal and Europe. Why not direct, in exchange for Sugar, Pepper, Cotton, 

Gold, Sic. &c. The Returns of Private Merchants would be in a great Measure 
circuitous. 

If tjie foregoing Remarks are found worth serious Consideration, with Inten- 
tion of reducing tbem'to Practice, my most cordial Assistance may be relied on 
in obtaining and giving further Information ; for I do view them as of great Im- 
portance in their direct Influence on tins Country, and as indirectly retarding the 
Growth of the Power of the United States of America in a Naval Direction, 
while our present R'cstrictions nurse that Power tor our own Destruction. 


JjdhdoTi, 15 Mar. 1819. 


(Third 
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Sir, London, 19 May 181 $. 

Notwithstanding the ill Success of my former Endeavour to impress His 
Majesty’s Ministers with a Sense of the Injury, both direct and indirect, 
which this Country is suffering through its Endurance of the unrivalled Trade 
between China and the rest of the World, (excepting our Possessions, which 
the United States of America enjoy), I shall not cease to use my feeble 
Efforts in the Way that may appear most likely to succeed, to bring their 
Attention seriously towards removing so great a National Evil. I therefore 
again take the Liberty of troubling you on the Subject, by sending you the 
following Account, brought .by the last Arrivals from Canton, of the relative 
States of the English Company’s Trade, and that of the United States, for 
the Season 1817-18. 

In the original Statement alluded to, the different Articles* are detailed ; 
but I do not here copy the Detail. The gross Amount of the East India 
Company’s Imports to China, from Europe and India, were last Year, 5,045,100 
Dollars; those of the American States, 7,076,822 Dollars. The Exports of 
the East India Company from China, were 6,390,600 Dollars; those of 
America, 6,777,000 Dollars ; and in Addition to this, to estimate the whole 
Capital employed, there must be taken into the Account the Value of the 
Shipping, &c. &c. The Difference between the Amount of the Company’s 
Imports to China, and their Investment in return, is made up by Bills on 
England, Bengal, Bombay, See. &c. We here see that the Exports as well 
as the Imports of the Americans already exceed those of the Company. 

Assuming the oflicial Report to be correct, vvliich was laid before the 
American House of Representatives, and an Extract from which you had in 
my Letter in the beginning of April, (for I havt* no more certain Means of 
ascertaining the Truth,) it appears that the Consuntption of l^ast India and 
China Articles, in the United States, is paid for by the mere Profits of their 
Eastern Trade to Europe ; and if so, the Proportion of China Goods sent to 
Europe must sell for the \'^alue of the whole Export from China, viz. 
6,777,000 Dollars. 

Let us now look at the Matter in another Light . T'he Amcrican.s make 
Two Voyages in^JPwo Years, and of course turn the Capital employed Twice, 
while the East India Company make but One Voyage in Two Years, and diminish 
the Profits to Half of what would be obtained by Private Merchants ; and 
this supposing the latter not to trade more economically or judiciously than 
the Company, although they are more immediately excited by individual 
Self-interest. 


The following is a Statement ol the Annual Exports of United 
China, since 1804-5 to i 8 i 7- 1 8, inclusive. 


1804-5 



- 

Dollars. 

3,842,000 

1 80^-6 

. - 

- 

- 

5,127,000 

1806-7 

- 


- 

4,2'94.ooo 

i«o7-8 

- 

- 

- 

3,476,000 

1 808-9 

- 

- 

- 

808,000 

I 809-1 c 

- 

- 

- 

5,715,000 

1 8 1 0- 1 1 

- 

- 

- 

•2,973,000 

1811-12 

- 

- 

- 

2,75«i,o6o 

181 2-1 3 

- 


- 

620,000 

1813-14 

- 

- 

- 

572,000 

1814-15 

- 

- 

- 

4,220,000 

1815-16 

- 

- 

- 

5,703,000 

1817-18 

- 

- 

- 

6,777,000 


States frtipi 


As 
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• 

As the Amount has increased for these Three Years, is it unfair to con- 
clude that this is the Consequence of the Peace, and increasing Consumption 
in Europe ? If this be a just Inference, and as the ‘Company cannot compete 
with the iWnericans, or at all participate in the growing Trade ; I can scarcely 
be singular in believing that if His Majesty’s Ministers viewed this as bong 
of the Injportance to the Nation that really appears, they would be anxious 
and would not find much Difficulty in making an At^ustment with the Com- 
pany, beneficial to the Country in general and to themselves in particular. 

The American Tonnage employed in the China Trade, Season 1817-18, 
was 18,000 Toys, and 1,500 Seamen; the English Company employed 21,000 
Tons, and a, 000 Seamen. 

I have spoken here of the China Trade only, because more immediately 
within my own Observation ; but wherever the Americans have an Advan- 
tage over us from their greater Freedom of Navigation Laws, such Advantage 
ought to btt an Object of immediate Attention to us. 1,500 Seamen annually 
navigayng to China, and that Number .upon the Increase, with probably twice 
as many more to other Parts of India, forms a Nursery of their Navy, which 
ought to be obstructed, by every Means in our Power. 


^ (Fourth Inclosure in No. 14 .) 

My Lord, Ashmore House, -Ith Sept. 181 Q. 

Having learned that a Memorial from the Sliipping Interest of London, pray- 
ing for a Participation in the China Trade, and to be placed on a fair Footing of 
Competition with other Nations, most particularly the Americans, has been. pre- 
sented In Mr. Canning’s Absence ; I am from that Circumstance induced to send 
you the inclosed Papers, which I submitted to him during the last Session of 
Parlhunent. 'I hey take in some Points the same View with the Petition, but do 
not touch on the Trade to India or the Archipelago direct, from a Conception 
that you were in possession of full Information on these Branches of our Eastern 
Trade. 

I beg to assure your Lordship, that it w:vs a Feeling of Duty, and the 
Result of long Experience, which dictated the Observations therein stated, 
and w'hich are daily strengthened by current F.vcnts ; for Instance, this 
Year has seen a greater Number of Americans go from our Ports to the East 
than formerly ; and I understand large Sjiipments have been made through 
Holland to that Quarter. Last Week I saw a Sample of a Cargo of Sugar that 
was imported to Batavia front China Proper, sold, re-*exported, and carried to 
Rotterdam, where it again fo'und ^ Market. Our East India Company never 
think of bringing Sugar home from China for Foreign F.urope : their high 
Freights, Length of Voyage, and consequent lengthened Interest dn Capital, will 
never admit tfys in them ; and the limited Tonnage of their Officers makes so 
cheap an Article wholly inadequate to afford Profits worth their Attention. Two 
Americans have arrived this Year at Hamburgh with Sugar from Siam. This 
incipient Trade belongs by right of our Manufactures to us, the Siamese being in 
that State -ol Civilization in which the Growth of rude Produce is the Source 
of Wealth, and we a manufacturing People, which the Americans are not, and as 
proper Cart iers as’they — the Vhole Trade of the Coasts that environ the China 
Sea, will be a Consequence to us of the Participation in the China Trade. With- 
out the first, the last will not be opened by us. 

• 

J am fearful of trespassing on your Lordship’s Time; but the Magnitude of 
th*e Object, among the future Contingencies that may alleviate flie Burdens and 
.( 4 ^.) 7 ^ terminate 
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tenninate the Sufferings of the.sufi'ering Classes of the People, "while it at same 
Time increases the Revenye, will, I trust, plead mytlxcuse for adding, that unless 
IVfc'ans are retained in our own Hands of introducing our Man&factures to the 
growing Consumption of the great Eastern Archipelago j the Nature of that'l’rade, 
from the Indolence of the Inhabitants (which is j)romoted by the Vexations of 
the Dutch), and the protecting Duties of the Dutch Government, which the 
invidious Office of Interference will never suffer us to control, will exclude them, 
entirely to the Advantage of the Flemish and other Continental Manufacturers, who 
already, Iroiu Cheapness of Labour, contend successfully in some Species of Piece 
Goods Manufacture against our Machinery and Capital ; and nothing but the 
uncontrouled Vent in any Market, will enable us to keep that Pre-eminence 
which the Industry and Ingenuity of our Forefathers handed dgwn to us. And 
we ought to be the more alive to Jealousy of tlie Continental Governments as 
they assimilate in Constitution to our own, apprehending from similar Influences 

on Governments, similar Industry and Enterprise on their Subjects. 

• • 

I have the Honour to be, 

&C. &€• &C. 

(Signc«d) A. Rojjehtsok. 


The Right I Ion. the Earl of Liverpool. 
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PAPERS DELIVERED IN BY JAMES GODDARD, Esq. 


No. 1. 

Importation of Skins into Canton, by American Ships, from 1804 a 1818. 


Year. 

Sea Otter. 



Dry Seal. 

Netoter. 

Beaver. 

Rabbit. 

1 

Fox. 

Land Otter. 

1804-5 

12,000 

1 HO, 100 

67,200 

7,600 

_ 



5-6% 

17,fih4 

150,297 

— 

3.472 

3,600 

— 


6-7 

.15,251 

2C4„'}70 

— 

24,100 

• 

— 


7-8 

17,610 

1 10,00(f 

— 

12,927 

— 

2,200 

— 

8-0 

8,400 

3,600 

— 

6,100 

— 

— 

3,5i90 

9-10 

11,400 

— 

— 

20,400 

— 

3,800 

16,200 

"lO-ll 

9,700 

45,600 

4,700 

14,200 

— 

I 5,200 

16,100 

11-12 

11,700 

173,886 

115,600 

22,000 

4,736 

— 

12,000 

12-13 

8.310 

1 09, 189 

— 

— ‘ 

— 

— 

2,300 

14-15 

6,400 

59,000 

— 

4,200 

— 

310 

7,407 

15-16 

4,800 

110,600 

— 

190 

3,000 

13,111 

16,464 

16-17 

4,930 

1 15,300 

4,500 

17,800 


361 

17,101 

17-18 

5,200 

49,290 

3,000 

• i 6,400 

7,000 

470 

10,390 

• 

133,385 

1,371,232 

• 

' 195^000 

149,389 

22,336 

25,752 

101,462 


• 

• 

Sea Otter ... 

- 133,385 

Value 

4,001,550 

Dry Seal _ - . 

- 1,371.232 

Do. 

* 2 , 056,848 

Netoter ... 

• 

- 195,000 

Do. 

390,000 

• 

Bearer • . - 

- 149,389 

Do. 

746.945 

Rabbit . , 

- -22,336 

Do. 

16,613 

Foi - - - • - 

- 25.752 

Do. 

51,504 

*Laiid Otter 

- 101,462 

.Do 

v07,3l0 

• 
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No. 2. 

Importation <)f' Teas, liy American Ships, into Hambro* and Alton a, 

in 1819. 


FROM CANTON DIRECT : 

Chests. • 

Per True American - • - _ 

5,201 

Ophelia • - - - - 

5,044 

Turnbull - . • 

5,044 

FROM THE UNITED STATES : 

• 

Per Packet . . - - - 

J ,0j7 

John anil Hannah - • 

1.2(0) 

Via Havre - - , „ 

fi.IO 

Sundries - .. . 

1 

3.2113 

22,138 

1 

FROM SOUTH AMERICA : ! 

1 


1 

Bahia - - - * * ' ! 

7,^3 

Rio - - . . 

FROM EUROPEAN PORTS : 

463 

1,2 Id 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Lisbon - - - * . 

745 

Holland - - - . 

144 

Copenhagen * , . 

‘JIO 

Norway - - - - _ 

4!>:; 

London - - - - 

42 

Bordeaux • . • - . 

34 

Havre - - - - 

€71 

2,:i39 1 

Importations into Hambro*, by American Shijis, in 

I8J8, 

were - - • . 

- 12,tG9 I'luvsts. 
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No. 3 . 

Importation of Teas into Holland, by American Ships,- in 1818. 


• 

Per Ann Hope - . - . 

Chests. 

- 7,200 


— Vulture - - - - - 

- 7,300 


— Inlegrity - • - - . 

- 5,600 


— Ophelia - - 

- 3,800 


— Rambler ~ - 

- 1,200 


— • Sidney - - - _ 

500 


— Turnbull - - • - 

- 3,400 


• — Ann - - - - - 

• 

— Asia . - _ 

- 7.000 

• 

- 1,500 


— William and Jane - - « 

- 5,000 


— Augusta - - - - 

900 


Alert ^ 

- 1,400 

• 

— Pacific - - - • - * 

• 

900 


Sundry Importations, at various Times, from America 

- 12,000 


1 

57,700 

• 


No. 4. 

Importation of Teas into Holland, by American Ships, in 1819. 


Per Montesque - - ^ - 

— Hape and Fortune ^ - - - 

— Ann and Hope r • * - 

— William and John 

— Asia - - - - - 

— Bengal * - 

Augusta - - - - « 

— Do. via Gibraltar - - _ - 

• ^ 

• — North Point • - 

• • 

— Marsel las - - - 

— Julia - - • - * 

— Sundr)^ Importations, at various Times, from America 


Chests- 

- 4.400 

- 10,200 
- 7,200 

- 5.000 

- 4,100 

- 3,100 

- 4,400 

- 1,800 

- 2,400 

- 5,500 

- 3,500 

- 12,000 

* y - 

63,600 
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No. 5 . 

c 

Importation of* 1>ollars into China, by American Ships. 


1804-5 

5-6 

C-7 

7 - 8 

8- 9 

9- 10 
10-11 
11-12 

12- 13 

13 - 14 

14- 15 

15- 16 

16- J7 

17- J8 


- 2,700,000 

- 3,970,000 

- 2,600,000 

- 2,800,000 

100.300 

- 4,300,000 

- 2.400,000 

- 1,770,000 

616,000 


- 1,700,000 

- 4,572,000 

- 5,300,000 


No. 6. 


Treasury Report of Duties paid on the Importation of* Tea, imlSlJl, 

in America. 



lbs. 


Duty 


Drs. 

f is. i 

j 

Bohea 


376,294 

at 12 

Cents 

per lb. 

45,155 

j 

28 

Souchong 

- 

963,257 

25 

Do. 

Do. 

240,81 1 

25 

Hviiion Skin 

- 

1,524,572 

28 

Do. 

Do. 

426,824 

1-6 

Hyson and Young 

Hyson 

1,713,623 

40 

Do. 

Do. 

685,4 19 

1 

20 1 

Im pcrial 

- 

266,368 

50 

Do. 

Do. 

• 

1.33,IH4 

1 



1 1 

4,843,914 



j 

1 

1,. S3 1,426 

89 


Deduct 

95) 

60 

Do, 

Do. 

1 646 

1 

68 

1 



4,842,963 




1 ,530,780 


• 

Additional Duty on 4 Cc* imported from other Places than China 


969 

f 

32 1 


Of Tea '1,H-J2,963 lbs. ' 



Dollars 

1,531,749 

53 j 

! 
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No. 7. 

Imports of 45 American Ships into China, in 1817 1818. 


Seu Otter Skins 

- 

6,200 


Dry Fur Skins 

- 

49,290 


Laini Otter - - - 

- 

10,390 


Habbit 

- 

7,000 


J weaver « _ ^ 

- 

16,400 


Fox - - - 

- 

450 


Sable - > - 

- 

780 


Musk Rat - - - 

- 

8,300 


Cruesang - - _ 

- 

1,601 


• 

Quicksilver _ - - 


4,100 

Peciils 

Opiiini 

- 

448 

Do. 

Leud - - 

- 

16,314 

Do. 

Iron - - - 

- 

b,8l7 

Do. 

Cojjpcr - - _ 

- 

3,174 

Do. 

Stee! - - . - 

- 

430 

Do. 

lieetle Nut 

- 

10,427 

Do. 

J*t‘))[)cr - - - 

- 

4.400 

Do. 

KJioiiy 

- 

760 

Do. 

Wax - - ^ - 

- 

170 

Do. 

Sandlcwood 

- 

14,279 

Do. 

Specie in Dollars 



- 


Value 2,371,609 
- 5,300,000 


7,671,609 


No. 8. 

Exports from China, in Season 1817-1818. 


Tea, of various Kinds ^ 

- 

138,791 

Chests 

• • • 


Peculs. 


VermiUjoii - . - 

- 

332 


Sugar 

- 

12.917 


Sugar Candy . - 

- 

• 600 


Camphor^ _ - . 

- 

14 


Raiv Sillu 

- 

240 


Silks, sewing 

- 

.^76 


Gallanjac ^ - 

- 

30o 


Rhubarb *- 

- 

380 


China Hoot 

- 

41 


Gamboge - - - * 

- 

40 


Nankeens 

- : 

1,469,000 


sriks 

- 

201,536 


Cassia 

- 

2,741 


China - - - 

- 

13,701 

Value 7T431,780 Dollars. 
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APPENDIX w. 


EXTRACT of a Letter from the Lieutenant Governor af Java, to the 
Secret Committee of the Court of Directors of the East India Com- 
pany, dated the nth February 1814. 

IN former Advices I adverted to the commercial Adventure to Japan, and the 
Measures taken for the Transfer to the British Government of the Trade hereto- 
fore exclusively enjoyed by the Dutch, and for opening to the Manufactures of 
Great Britain the Supply of that extensive Empire, in exchange for the valuable 
Commodities that may be received in Return. 

I have now the Satisfaction to inform you, that the first Difficulty is overcome ; 
and if the Result of the Expedition has not included all the Objects contemplated, 
it has paved the Way to a further and more decisive Attempt, wdth every Prospect 
of Success. 

In forwarding the Reports of the Gentlemen employed on this Occasion, I shall 
consider the Nature and Value of the Trade to Japan, the Result of Experience 
gained by the recent Mission, and the Manner in which the British Interests may, 
in all Probability, become firmly established in that Quarter. 

The first and most important Point, of re-opening the Communication, which 
had ceased for Four Years, and under the political Circumstances which h'ad 
taken place, was peculiarly delicate and dangerous, was entrusted to Mr. Warde- 
naar, whose former Residence in the Office of Director at Japan, and personal 
Acquaintance with the Manners and Usages of tlie Country, had occasioned him 
to be selected for the Mission; and although it was directed that a cordial Com- 
munication on every political Point should be made to Dr. Ainslie, it was necessary 
that Mr. Wardenaar should appear to be the leading Personage, until the Esta- 
blishment of a British Agency was authorized by the Japanese Government. 

Under these Instructions, the Ships sailed for Japan in the End of June last, 
and arrived there on the 24th July. 

On their Arrival, they found their Commercial Director, Mr. DoefF, averse to 
acknowledge the British Government, and steadily refusing to deliver over the 
Factory, it w’as deemed impracticable, consistently with the Safety of the Ships 
and Crews, to avow the Gioimd » on which they had come, and to enter the Har- 
bour under British Colours ; but it was agreed that the ai^nual Trade might 
be conducted under the usual Forms, and that the Opportinjity would thereby 
be gained of forwarding the Intentions of their Mission, as Circumstances 
might admit ; and in the meantime they would c'^cppe from any immediate 
Danger, as well as open the Way for future Communication. 

The following Observations of Dr. Ainslie, in summing up the Result of the 
Expedition, appear so just and well founded, that I cannot better expdain it than 

in his own Words : 

• 

“ What has been performed, may be summed up in the following Articles ; 
“ The Ships have been rescued from the unforeseen and imminent Danger with 

“ which 
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“ which they# were threatened — the commercial Objects of the Voyage have been 
accomplished — the Continuance of the Trade to Japan on its former Footing, 
at least, has been provided for — and Arrangements have been entered into for 
“ putting Matters in train to secure ultimately the Introduction . of the English ; 
“ to which is to be added a Circumstance subservient# to this Event, as an indis- 
“ pensable Preliminary, ajnd important in itself in every Point of View— -the doing 
“ away, in a considerable Degree, the violent Prejudices entertained against the 
“ English Character in that Quarter, where alone they could be assailed, and 
“ among the People whose Sentiments on that Subject are likely to gain Ground 
“ where it is of most Importance that they should prevail. 

“ The further Success of the Communication was opposed by Obstacles, the 
“ Extent of which had not even been suspected when it proceeded from Batavia, 
“ nor indeed, did there exist at the Time either the Means of learning that Extent 
“ or of eS'ecting any thing towards surmounting the Obstacles, had they been 
“ kncjwn to exist. I’he ulti^iate Consequences of the Voyage, however, are 
“ likely to prove beneficial, for a real State of tlie Business was perfectly known, 
long before the Shjps leaving Deguira, to several of the chief Interpreters, and 
“ other Officers t)f the Japanese Government employed in the Regulation of the 
“ Foreign ’'I’rat'e of Japan. This tacit Participation on their Part was the surest 
“ Pledge of our Safety. 

“ Fe\v Opportunities were afforded me of Communication with them, for 
“ which \ht y appc;ared anxious ; but the Impressions they have received are, I 
*• have Occasion to know, upon the whole very favourable ; and insignificant fis 
“ it might appear elsewhere,,to notice the Sentiments of a few public Officers in 
“ single Sea Port of an extensive Empire, in Japan the Circumstance is by no 
“ means unimportant. Nanga-Sucky is the sole Point of Contact of Japai) with 
“ Foreign Nations, and the Sentiments entertained* of Foreigners there, are en^ 
“ countered by none of a different Character through other Channels, but are 
“ propagated directly to the Capital, through the established official Course, where 
they may be prtKSumed to influence the Opinions of the Governor of Nanga- 
“• Sucky resident at Jedo, who possesses the entire Controul of the Department, 
“ comjnising every Description of Foreign Relations, and who has a considerable 
“ pcr.sonal Interest in the Advantages derived from the Foreign Trade of the 
Kingdom. 

It jnay not be out of Place to notice a very unusual Mark of Favour on the 
Part of the Entperor, in hi^ accepting the whole of the Presents for his own 
Use, with the single Exception of the Elephant, which was regarded as a very 
flatteriiig Testimony of Regard, and was declined, I believe, entirely in con- 
sequence of some Difficultief started to the conveying the Animal to Jedo.” 

Under the Circumstances which are represented, Mr. Wardenaar appears to 
havie been justified in departing from the strict Tenor of his Instructions ; these 
expressly mention, “Your first Object will be, after an explicit Avowal of the 
“ Circumstances that *liave taken place with regard to the Incorporation of 
“ HoUaJid with France, and the consequent Transfer of the Colony to its present 
“ Authority, to obtain Permission,” &c. and it might have been dangerous to 
liave riske.d, at that Moment, a sudden Declaration of the real State of the 
Case.’ 

When, however, the Communication Jiad once been opened, it is by no means 
so evident thiit the Difficulty might riot have been afterwards surmounted, had 
not . the Agreement then concluded with Mr. Doetf rendered a Deviation im- 
posable ; and it is in this Part of the Mission that there seems to be the strongest 
Ground of Expectation with regard to the future. ‘ 

( 42 .), 7 
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It appears from Mr. W^rdenaar’s Report, that the principal Interpreters were 
admitted into his Confidence, and knew the actual State of Affairs from the Com- 
mencement. Dr. Ainslie also confirms the Fact, that the real Nature of the 
Mission was no Secret ; it is not, therefore, in the Nature of Things that these 
Circumstances could have remained unknown to the principal Officers concerned 
in the T ratio and Communication with the Factory, or, to the Governor of Nanga- 
Sucky himself. 

It seems equally improbable that the Truth could have been concealed from 
the Japanese Government, under the political Institutions stated to exist there ; 
and consequently, as the Presents sent on this Occasion have be^ln accepted, and 
the usual C'ominunication has been received of what is required in the next Year, 
the personal Interests of the several Parties will be concerned in rendering the 
Government as favourable as possible to the late Mission, since their own Culpa- 
bility for concealing the P'acts will be lessened only in proportion to thei'- 
obtaining the Approval of Proceedings, the real I’nith of which could not have 
been unknown to them. 

The Anxiety betrayed by Mr. Doelf to obtain the Commercial Direction in 
his own Hands, and the Attempt which he more than once made to introduce the 
Sul'iject with Mr. Wardenaar, and to secure from him some Engagement to that 
Effect shews clearly that this Gentleman had no Apprehension of the Trade 
continuing to be carricti on in Hritish Ships ; and I am not disposed to attach 
much Credit to the Alarms which Mr. Doeff would raise, or to the Influence 
which he is desirous of being supposed to pos>ess. 

It is inconsistent with U'-age, and with the Japanese Regulations, to pi-rmii the 
Chief of the Factory to retmain beyond a certain Period; that Period, s. > far as 
regards Mr. Dettfl', has long ago expired ; and Mr. Wardenaar obscrs’cs m this 
Eetter, ‘‘ The Refusal tjf Air. Doeff to obey tin- Ori.lers of the pit'sent CJovi^rn- 
“ merit of Jav a, I consider to be of little Importaiice, being too well ueapncioled 

with the small Iiilluence which a Director of the Dutch Trade has upon the 
“ Japanese ; yet the Consideration that I would act contrary to the Interest of 
** the Company if I were literally to folhiw my Instruction, was of more 
“ Weight,” &:c. bo far, therefore, a.-, this Gentleman’s Conduct may be con- 
sidered to affect our future Measures, I ilo not consitler his Removal a Matter of 
absolute Necessity, but it would iks doubt be advantageous ; 'uul your Jlonourable 
Committee will perceive that it forms a Part of the Management which I have- 
resolved to adopt. 

It remains to make some Observations on the Information dcrivi-d, as a Guide 
to further Decision upon the Practicability and Ativantage of continuing the 
Colonial 'Trade, or of making the Attempt to establish the British Interests at 
Japan by the Introduction of a direct Commerce, and the Establishment of a 
British Factory on Objects wholly unconnected witli the present uncertain Pos- 
session of this Colony. 

The Character of the Japanese has evidently been misrepresented. It is 
observed by Dr. Ainslie, whose Ability and Judgment entitle his Remarks to the 
utmost Consideration, that they are a Race of People remarkable for Frankness 
of Manner and Disposition, for intelligent Enquiry aud’Freedom from Prejudice; 
they are in an advanced State of Civilization, in a Climate where European 
Manufactures are almost a necessary Comfort, and where long Use has accus- 
tomed them to many of its Luxuries. 

• 

The following is an Extract from Dr. Ainslie’s Letter of the loth Instant: 

With regard to the real Difficulties to be surmounted in the Establish rhent 

of a Commercial Intercourse with Japan, I consider them, so far as they are 

“ founded 
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f* founded in xhe Character and Political Institutions of the Japanese, to be of 
“ infinite^ less Importance than the Dutch, from^ whose interested Reports on 

that Subject the Idea generally entertained of them has been formed, would 
“ represent them. 

“ 1 may add, that the Japanese appear entirely free from any Prejudices that 
“ would stand in the Way of a free and unrestrifted Intercourse with Europeans ; 
“ even their Prejudices on the Score of Religion, of which such exaggerated, 
“ Accounts are reported by the Dutch, and of which, as is believed among the 
“ Japanese, thg Dutch have sony;timcs availed themselves against their Rivals in 
“ the early 'frade ot Japan, arc moderate and inoffensive. 

“ In the Event of the Establishment of a British Factory in Japan, I consider 
“ the present -very limited State of the 'I’rade as no Criterion whatever of the 
“ Extent it* may be carried to, and which in the natural Course of Things it 
“ wou4d attain. The Climate, the Habits of the People, and their Freedom 
“ from any Prejudices that would obstruct the Operation of these natural Causes, 

would open a Vent^^^or numerous Articles of European Ctimfort and Luxury. 
“ 'Fhe Consumption of Woollens and Hardware might be rendered almost 
“ unlimited j they are fond of the finer Specimens of the Glass Manufacture ; 
“ and it only requires to bring them acquainted with many of the other Products 
“■ of British Industry, to obtain for them a ready Introduction. 

“ The ?l(;turns from Japan, which have. hitherto been limited to their Cop- 
“ -per and Camphor, to some Lacquered Ware, a small Quantity of Silks, and 
“ a few other Things of triftfng Importance, may be extended to a long List of 
“ die following Articles, of which Specimens have been brought to Java — 
“ Teas, Bees Wax, Pitch, Boarax, Gamboge, Assafoctida, Cinnabar, Iron,*Lin-^ 
“ seed Oil, Whale Oil, Pit Coal, Flour, &c. &c. 

• 

“ ‘’fn the Fvent of any Change of Circumstances materially affecting the Trade 

with China, 1 should conceive that on the Establishment of fhe English 
“ tiiere, a similar one might he instituted at Japan, susceptible of such Exten- 
“ sion in that Chanriel,*as to be brought to supersede, in a considerable Degree, 
“ the present Trade with Cliina. 

Tlic Trade of 'China with Japan, defined, as in the Case of the Dutch, by 
“ specific Rules, is limited to Ten Junks annually ; they are fitted out from the 
“ Province of Nankin, anti bring to Japan principally Sugar, with a Variety of 
“ Articles of trifling Value, the Produce t)f Glhina, together with a large Quan- 
“ lity of English Woollen Cloths j these, with the Sugar, constituting by far 
“. the greater Part of the Value^of ’ttie Cargo. In Return i,ooo Peculs of Bar 
“ Copper are allotted to eacli Junk, the Remainder consists of Lacquered Ware, 

“ Dried Fish, Layj, Whale Oil, &c. &c. 

• 

“ I hc Chinese arc Ideated in Japan with great Indignity, and the Intercourse 
“ with thonv is ttderated chiefly on account of certain Drugs, the_ Produce of 
“ China ’which they import ; to the Use of w'hich the Japanese are much 
“ attached. Could Means be found to supply them with these, there is 

little Doubt but the Chyicsc might be supplanted in the Trade of Japan/' 

* • 

To establish a British Faflory in Japan, and furnish a Population of Hot less 
than Twenty.five Millions with the Staple Commodities, and with the Manufac- 
tures of Great •Britain, is in itself a grand national Object ; but it may be of 
mtyre particular' Consideration to 'the Honourable Company, from its relative Iin- 
portance to China, and the apparent Facility of eventually supplanting the Com- 
merce VPhich at present exists between that Country and Japan. 
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As also the exclusive Trade to China remains with the East India Company, 
and the Commerce of the Eastern Islands is so much connected with that Country, 
that, in a free Trade from England with these Islands, it would be difficult, and 
hardly possible^, to restrict the Importation of China Goods in England, it seems 
of some Consequence to secure such Arrangements as shall place the whole 
Trade of Eastern Asia in the Hands of the East India Company alone ; and 
should a Factory be established at Japan under the Auspices of the Honourable 
Company, while the former Dutch Colonies remain under their Authority, 
they will effectually obtain a Commercial Empire in these Seas, far more 
valuable than can be immediately contemplated. 

t 

At any Rate it must be of Importance to take this Opportunity to wrest 
from^u Foreign Power the exclusive Advantage of this Commerce, and to 
secure for Great Britain that future Participation which the Fortune of War 
and the Rights of Conquest have given her a Right to expect. 

Consitlering the Dutch Factory at Japan as clearly falling within the Capitulation 
for Java and its Dependencies, and the Refusal of Mr. Doefl to acknowledge the 
British Authority# as justifying whatever Measures we may deem it expedient to 
adopt for securing the Rights of Conquest and the Advancement of our Interests, 
my Proposal is, that an Embassy should be sent to Japan, with Authority to 
state openly the j>olirical Event', which have taken place, and the consequent De- 
pendence of the Dutch Factory. 'Ihis Embassy should be enabled to make suit- 
able Presents, as a Proof of Friendship, and to ofl’er Specimens of our various 
Manufactures — the main Gbject being to negociate for the Establishment of a 
British Factory wholly independent of the Commerce hitherto carried on between 
Java and that Country, anti calculated to introduce the British on the Footing ot 
the most favoured Nation. 

Much Delicacy is of course required to cffcdl this Objetl, under the very pe- 
culiar Circumstances of the Chise ; but the Object is great, and in every-.Wav 
worthy of the Trial, and its Commercial Advantages must evidently over-balance 
any Exper.ce that may be incurred by the Attempt. 

It would not be possible to undertake this Embassy with any i^rospeef t)f 
Success, either from Europe or from India ; and 1 am confident that any Attempt 
to secure the Trade, except in the first Instance for the East India C'ompanv, 
would fail indeed the Nature of the Japanese Institutions are such, that it 
could not for many Years be carried on by general 'Traders. It is also a neces- 
sary Consequence ol the existing Circumstances, that the Wssels sliould procted 
from Batavia, because- then- can be little Doubt that any abrupt or unusuat 
Appearances would immediately defeat tile Object ; and I appr<-hend it can only 
be introduced by Degrees, allowing some f.'ousUleration for tiic Habits of Cen- 
turies, and Time for the Prejudices to subside, which the Dutch have enelcavoured 
to excite. 

The Intercourse of last Year has broken the Ice; the Interpreters and others, 
who alone are the Channels of Ciommunication, have seen that the English are 
not the violent or intemperate C’hara£ters that they have been represented to 
be ; and tlie present Contrast in the late Mission, so far as Liberality of Senti- 
ment, Manner, and Condutt could have had an Effedf, has been decidedly 
favourable to tfu.' British Charatler. Nothing occurred to interrupt the Har- 
mony of the Mission ; and the Japanese are not so rude and ignorant a People 
as to suppose that tiic Representations of the Dutch are wholly true, nor so 
prejudiced as nor to form their own Judgment and Opinion. ’ 

It seems not unlikely, that on a full Disclosure of the Political Events -which 
have occurred, the Japanese will admit a British Controtil in the European Fac» 

tory. 
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tory, the probable Result of which is forcibly stated in the Paragraphs of 
Dr. Ainslie’s Report, ‘already quoted. 

If the Atteippt be not made while we have Possession of Java, the Opportunity 
once .lost gray never be regained. Long asssociated rfabits accustom the Japanese 
to Commerce with Kuropeans only through Batavia, and from every Information 
that I have been able to collect, I am decidedly of Opinion that it ought not to be 
undertaken in a more direct Manner. 

Looking forward to this Measure, it is my Intention to send one Ship to 
Japan at the approaching Season in June next, upon the same Footing as last 
Year, and to relieve Mr. Doeff from his Situation, according to established Usage. 

There will be no Difficulty in accounting for the Despatch of one Ship only, nor* 
in avoiding a ,Rcply to his Terms of Agreement, and thus the Communica- 
tion will be kept open. * 

My Idea then is, that Two of the Honourable Company’s Cruizers sh^fcld be 
sent to Japan at the favourable Season in 1815, not for Purposes of Commerce, 
but. to convey an Agent charged with Authority as above-mentioned, ant] with 
positive Orders not to enter the Harbour unless a friendly Communication is 
agreetf to, but to inform the Japanese "Government, that if this Offer is refused, 

ihe Commerce between Batavia and Japan is to cease. 

• * 

The Continuance of the Trade, as hitherto carried on between Batavia and 
Japan, is an Object which, under any Circumstances, would not be of great Impor- 
tance ; but under existing Circumstances is what I could on no Account propose. 

ThP^-T’lati T have suggested being adopted, every thing will depend upoij the 
Selection of a Person to execute the important Trust, and I do not hesitate to 
point out Dr*. Ainslie not merely as the fittest, but the only Man competent to 
the Task: he has already began the Work, and he possesses a personal Know- 
ledge of the Subject and of the People, which i^ of the first Importance to the 
Success of the Undertaking, and which it would be impossible for him to com- 
municate to another. I have every Reason to be* well satisfied with his Judg, 
ment and F.xertions in the recent Acquirements and Integrity are unquestionable ; Sic Orijr. 
and* his being personally known at Nangasacky gives him an Advantage that no 
other British Gentleman can possess. I shall feel honoured in being myself * 
entrusted with the general Superintendence ; and with such an immediate 
Agent as Dr. Ainslie, I shall feel very confident of Success, if it is to be obtained 
under any Circumstances. 

1 have already. mentioned that the Trade with Japan, if obtained, can only 
for a Length of I’ime be carried on through the Medium of the East India 
Company ; on the same Grounds, I am of Opinion, that the Intercourse can 
only be opened by means of those Authorities with whom they have been accus- 
tomed to communicate — I allude particu>arly to the Government at Batavia ; 
but 1. am at the same Time d^tsirous to observe, that, nothing would give the 
'Measure* more Weight, or, a grea’tar Chance of Success, than its being under- 
stood to have been undertaken by Command of the highest Authority ; 1 would, 
in consequence, stiggest the Advantage of obtaining if practicable, a short Letter 
from His Royal Highness the Prince Regent, to the following Effect : “ His 
“ Royal Highness co^nmunicates to the Emperor, that the Dutch Nation has 
“ been, destroy t;d and annihilated by the French, and that Batavia and all the 
“ Dutch Possessions in the East are now placed under the Protection the East 
“ India Company, will send an Agent to Japan to explain these Circumstances.” Sic Orig. 
Should tfiere be an jDbjection on the Part of His Majesty’s Government to 
obtain this wiitten Authority, it might still be of Importance that His Royal 
Highn»>s’s verbal Commands were communicated ; the Japanese are extremely 
punctilious, and an Attention to this Point at a Moment when it is intended to 
fisk .ill future Connection, in.tke Expectation of a favourable Reception at first, 
may be of some Consequence. 

• ^42.) ; E In 



( 550 ) 


t Appendix W. 

In superintending the Embassy, I shall of Course consider myself acting as 
the political Agent of the East India Company rather than the local Governor 
of Java; and in the Event of any Transfer of this Colony in the Jnterim to His 
Majesty’s Government, it will be my Object to keep the Measure, ap it materi- 
ally is, distinct from the public Interest of Batavia. 

< 

I have the Honour to enclose a Memorandum of the Presents which ! would 
recommend being sent from Europe, and of the Nature of the Specimens of 
Manufactures which are likely t(j be most in request. 


INCLOSURE in the Lieutenant-Governor of Java’s Dispatch to the 
Secret Committee, dated iith February 1814. 

MemorandujM regarding the Specimens of British Manufactures required 

for Japan, to be sent from England. 


HKMARKS. 


M’^oolukns ” Of every Description ; the Japanese have as yet 

only seen the coarser Sorts, as it is expected the 
Demand for them will be unlimited when, ance 
" introduced. Specimen.s of every Kind of 

Woollen Manufacture should be forwarded, 
they are partial to primary Colours, and do not 
approve of mixed. Blankets, Flannels, and 
Fleecy Hosiery, are of course included under this 
Head. 

Hauuwauk - The Demand for this Article is also likely to-be 

very extensive. 'Fhe finest Specimens of London 
Cutlery should be sent, and an Assortment ge- 
nerally of every Thing coming under the De- 
scription, with the Exception of Lacquered 
Ware, in which they themselves excel all other 
Nations. 

Glass Wakk - - 'I’hc Japanese are passionately found f)f cut Glass 

of every Description ; a Variety therefore should 
be sent, from a plain cut Glass Rummer to a 
magnificent Lustre- Coloured and plain Liquor 
Bottles and Glasses, and ornamented Smelling 
Bottles are in great Request. British Plate and 
the common Window Glass wili also be in D*;- 
mand. 

Carpjeting - - A Variety of different Descriptions and Manufac- 

tures, varying in Size and Quality. This is an 
Article likely to come into general Use, and for 
which, as well as the^ Woollens, the Climate 
affords a natural Inducement, aiid they have no“ 
Substitute in their own Country. 

* 

Printed Cottons - A Selection of the finest Texture and brightest 

Patterns. 
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Ironmongery 


E 14 GLISH Porcelain 


Asw^inomical and 
Opt 1 (■ L 1 \ ST u i r M I-; nis 


t^LocK Work 


Firf. Arms 


Lace, and Moc^k 

.rEWKLFKRY 

kS'iyinoNKRY 


MkDII INFS 


MfSCELLANEOUS 


In this should be included Tools of every Descrip- 
tion. Locks, Padlocks, &c. afei in great De- 
mand, and some of tho> finest Specimens of the 
Patent should be sent. They are unacquainted 
with the Manufacture themselves, and may 
eventually take off a large Quantity, from the 
large Door Locks down to the common Size. * 
Iron Treasure Chests are in Demand, and Tin 
Plate in particular. Specimens of the latter 
should be sent in Boxes of different Sizes. 
Lead, both Pig and Sheet ; Stoves of various 
Sorts, from the highly polished Drawing Room 
Register to the common Cabin Stoves. 

• 

Breakfast and Dinner Sets of the most valuable 
Sorts of Worcester, Colebrooke Dale, 8cc* and 
detached Articles of the same*Manufacture, are 
likely to attract immediate Attention, and to be 
in great Demand. 

An Assortment of every Description, and of wh^it- 
ever maybe useful in an Observatory. 

^yiorocco ol the brightest Colours in Skins. 

Watches and Clocks of various Descriptions, ^but 
expressly Londoiw;za</f?, and bearing the London . 
Mark ; it is ol Importance that the high Idea 

I •entertained of the London Clock Work should 
not be lost by any Accident. The same Observa- 
tions also apply particularly to lore Anns. 

An Assortment of Pistols, Fowling Pieces, and 
MusketS;, Gunpowder and Shot — the Fire Arms 
bearing the London Mark. 

• 

Silver and Gold Lace, Fringe, and "Fassels, a 
Variety of Mock Jewellery of evgry Description. 

• Afi y\ssortmcnt principally consisting of every De- 
•scrijttion of Paper, Blank Books, and the best 
Blacklead Pencils, Boxes of Water Colours, and 
Drawing Utensils. 

An Assortment of tlic principal Articles in the 
Materia Medica, particularly Karlal in consider- 
able Quantity, the latter is in great Demand. 

Oil Paints may be sent. Bottle Corks of various 

• Sizes are in constant Demand, and are applied 
for variojis Purposes. 
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The whole of the Articles may be packed in England for Japan direct, and the 
Company’s Mark affixed to eaclj Package, correft IJsts ftnd Numbers corres- 
pqpding therewith being sent to Batavia. On each Article should be marked the 
Price at which it can be delivered at Nanga Sacky. This may be Aken at Thirty 
or any other Per-centage on the Invoice Price at which they are shipped ’from 
London, and converted into ’Spanish Dollars at the Rate of Five Shillings the 
Dollar. It is necessary to observe, that it will be difficult afterwards to "raise the 
Price beyond what is originally fixed ; and therefore a proper Latitude should be 
allowed for this without enhancing the Price in the fifst Instance beyond what 
will increase the Demand. Having been accustomed only to the coarser Articles, 
^the Price of the finer, if fixed toq high, may probably alarm them ; and it may be 
’advisable, particularly in that Description of Articles, to be modei'Jtte. 

Batavia, 

13tli February 1814. 
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I^TKTTER from the India Boards dated 29th March 1821, inclosing 
the Rules and Regulations for granting Licences ; also, the Form of 
Ligences granted to Private Traders. 

bir, India Board, March 29, 1821. 

IN reference to your Letter of Yesterday’s Date, 1 am directed by the Com- 
missioners for the Affairs of India *to transmit to you, for the Information of 
th^iySelect Committee ol the House of Lords for inquiring into the Means of 
L'xtonding the Foreign Trade <^)f the Country, the Form# of Licences granted 
[or the Private Trade to Countries lying East to the Cape of Good Hope. 

1 am also directed to add the Rules and Regulations for granting Licences by 
the Commissioners for the Affairs of India. • 

I am, 

^Sir, 

• Your most obedient humble Servant, 

J. W. Birch, Esq. Trios. Pere. Courtenay. 


No. 1. 

RULES and Regulations for granting Licences by the Commissioners 
lor tli(.‘ AlTairs of India, under the Authority of the 12th Section of 
an Act ( 53 Geo. 3. c. 155.) passed in the Fifty-third Year of His 
Majesty’s Reign, intituled “ An Act for continuing in the East India 
“ Conjiany, fur a further Term, the Possession of the British 
I'erritories ^11 India, together with certain exclusive Privileges • 
“ lor establivshing further Regulations for the Government of the 
said I'erritories, and the Itetter Administration of Justice within 
the sanii,' ; .Rir(i for regulating the IVadc to and from the Places 
within the jLinjits bt the said C\)mpany’s Charter.’’ 

LICENCES will be granted by this Board for any Vessel navigated according 
foT:^aw, to proceed, under the Provisions of the said Act of the 53 Geo. 3. c. 155» 
and also of #1110 the.Acls 54 Geo. 3I c. 34. (a), and 36. (/^), to any Ports or 


4 — — « ■ 

{</) An Act lor the further Ke^uhitioii of llic Trade to and from tlw Places within the Limits 
of the (’harler i»f the East Indi^i (’onijiany, 

^ (//) An Act to rejical the Dutievs of Customs piiyable on Goods, Wares, and Merchandize im- 
i)orte<l inU)*(4reat Britain from any Port or Place within the Limits ol the C.harter granted to 
tlu* United Company of Merchants of England •trading li> the East Indies, and to grant other 
Jonties in lieu theret>l ; and to establish ffiriher Regulations lor the better bcciirity of the 
Revenue on (i(| 0 (ls so imported ; and to alter the Periods of making iip and presenting cenain. 
Accounts of the said Com])aiiy lo Parliament ; to contiinic in lorce iinlil the ienth Day ol April 
OjK* thousand eight hundred and nineteen. 


7 1- 
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• 

Places situate more to the Northw&rd than Eleven' Qegi^ecs of South Latitude, 
and Between the 64th and 1 5®th Degrees of East Longitude from London, save 
and except Ports and Places upon the Continent of Asia, frojn the River Indus 
to the I'own of Malacca, inclusive, or in any Islaitd under the Government of 
the East India Company, lying to the North of the Equator, and also savje and 
except the East India Compatny’s Factory at Bencoolen and its Dependencies. 

Every Application for a Licence must specify the Name, Built, and Measure- 
ment of the Vessel for which it is requipi^, the Port to which she belongs, and 
the Name of the Owners and Master. 

By Order of the Commissioners for the ^IFairs of India, 

In^ Board, Whitehall, (Signed) ThOS. PekK. CoURTENAV. 


No. 2. 

RULES alid Regulations for granting Licences by the Commissioners 
for the Aftairs of India, under the Authority of the 1 2th Section of 
an Act passed in the Fifty -third Year of His Majesty’s Reign, 
Cap. 155, intituled “ An Act for continuing in the East India Com- 
“ pany, for a further Term, the Possession of the British Territories 
in India, together with certain exclusive Privileges; for est; blishing 
“ further Regulations for the Government of tlic said d'crritorics, 
“ and the better Administration of Justice within the same ; and for 
“ regulating the Trade to and from the Places within the Limits of 
“ the said Company's Charter.” 

LICENCES will be grantee^ by this Board for any Vessel navigated acconiing 
to Law, to proceed, under the Provisions of the said Act of the 53 Geo, 3. e. 155, 
ind also of the Acts 54 Geo. 3. c. 34, (a) and 36. {b), and 57 Geo. 3, c. 36. (c), 
directly or circuitously, to any Ports or Places .situate more to the Nonliward 
than Eleven Degrees of South Latitude, and between the 64th and i 50th De- 
grees of East Longitude from London, save and excejit Ports and Placi s upon 
the Continent of A.sia, from the River Indus to the Town of Malacca, inclusi''^e, 
or in any Island under the Government of the East India Comoany lying to the 
North of the Equator, and also save and except the East India Company’s Factory 
at Bencoolen and its Dependencies. 

Every Application for a Licence must specify the Name and Measuremeru ol 
the Vessel for which it is required, the Port of Clearance, and the Names of th<- 
Owners and Master. ' 

By Order of the Commissioners for the Affairs of India, 

India Board, Westntirjster, 'I'nos. COUUTKNA V. . 

L'Hth October 1817. 


(a) An Act f(r>r the further H emulation of the Trade lo and from the JMace.s' within Limits 
of the Charter <»f the Last. India Company. 

(h) An Act lo repeal the Duties of Customs pay.ihle on (itioiJv, Wares, and Merckandize im- 
ported into Great liritain from any Port or J*Jace within the* Limits of the Charter granted tf) 
the United Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies,- and to .grant ollu r 
Duties in lieu thereof; and to cHtablish further Hegidatifins lor the better Security of the 
Hevenne oi| Good.s so imported ; and to alter tli\; Period.H of making up and pre?ienling certain 
Accounts of the sfiid Company to Parliament ; to continue in force until the Tenth Day of April 
One thousand eight hundred and nineteen. • • 

(c) Au Act to regulate the Trade to and from the Places within the Limits of the Charter of the 
East India Company^ and certain Poiisessions of Hi» Majesty in the Mediterranean. 

' ' Memorandum. 


J 
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Applications for I^icences should addressed to the Secretary 
to the Boart^ and the\^ofds “ Application for Licence,’* should be written 
in the Corner of the Address. • 

I arties are to take Notice, that much Embarrassment and occasional 
Delay has arisen from the Insertion of unnecessary Particulars in the Ap- 
plication ; the subjoined Form is applicable to all possible Cases : 

“ "We request a Licence for the Ship , measuring 

“ Ions, whereof is Owner, and 

“ Master, to proceed from the Porfehn^^^ to the several Ports and 

Places mentioned in the 12th Section of.^he Aft 53 Geo. 3. cap. 155. 
“ under the JProvisions of that and subsequent Acts.’* 


• No 3. 

LICENCE from the Commissioners for the Affairs of India, for a 

S(?uth Sea Whaler. 

^ , WlimE AS by an Act passed in the Fifty-third Year of His Majesty’s Reign, 
inti*uled>‘ An Act for continuing in the East India Company, for a further Term, 
“ the Pf>ssession of the British Territories in India, together with certain exclu- 
“ sive Privileges ; for establishing further Regulations for the Government of the 
. “ said 'J'erritorics, and the better Administration of Justice within the same, and 
lor regulating the "I’radc to and from the Places within tht^ Limits of the said 
“ CtiinjMuiy’s C'.harter it was among other 'J’hings enacted, that it should be 
lawful for atiy Ship or Vessel fitted and clearing out conformably to an Act 
passed in the^'hirty-fifth Year of His Majesty’s Reign, •intituled “ An Act for 
“ the further encouraging and regulating the Southern Whale Fisheries,** to sail 
^and fiass, for the Purpose aforesaid, in all the Seas to the Eastward of the Cape 
*ol GtH)d Hope, and in all the Seas Westward of th& Streights of Magellan, with 
a Proviso that no such Ship or Vessel should sail or pass in any Seas further *10 
the Northward than Eleven Degrees of South Latitude, and between the Sixty- 
^fourt}> and One hundred and fiftieth Degrees of East Longitude from London, 
without a Licence from the Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India, 
specially authorizing such Ship or Vessel so to proceed ; and with another Proviso, 
that no such Ship or Vessel, the registered Measurement whereof should be less 
than Thr«^ hundred and fifty Tt)ns, should sail or pass in any of the Seas to the 
KastWSfil of the Cape of Good Hope, or to the Westward of the Streights of 
Magellan, without a Licence from the said Board of Commissioners : And 
whereas Application hath been made to the said Board of Commissioners on 
Behalf of 

for a Licence for the Ship or Vessel calftd the 

wh*;reof 

is Mastoc or Commander, %ind w^preof the registered Measurement is 

^ , to saii and pass into the Seas aforesaid, for the 

Purposes of the Whale Fishery, under the Authority of the said Act of the 
Fifty-tbird Year of Mis Majesty’s Reign. Now therefore be it known, that the 
Board of Commissioners for the Affairs of India have given and granted, and by 
these Presents do ^ive afld grant, full aiid free Licence _,fpr the said Ship to sail 
and ptiss^jmder the Authority of the said’“2?ct of the Fifty-third Year of His 
Majesty’s Reign t*o all or any of the Seas to the Eastward of the Cape of Good 
Hope, and 10 the Westward of the Streights of Magellan * subject nevertheless 
to all Restrictions and Provisipns contained in the said Acts of the Thirty-fifth and 
Fift^-third Years of His Majesty’s Reign, or in any other Act relating to the 
Southern Whale Fishery, or to Trade and Navigation. 

Dated this Day of • * in the Year of our Loed One 

. thousand eight hundred and 

By Order of the Commissioners for the ^ffairs of India. 

* ' •Secretary. 

No. 4. 
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No. 4 . 

LICENCE from the Commissioners for the Aliairs of In^ia, /or a Ship* 
^ to proceed to the several Ports and Places within the Limits described 

•in the Act 53 Geo. 3. Cap. 155. Sect. 12. 

WHEREAS by an Act passed in the Fifty-third Vear of His Maj esty*s Reign, 
intituled An A(ft for continuing in thjj.East India Company, for a further Term, 
** the Possession of the British Territories in India, together with certain exclu-, 
“ sive Privileges ; for establishing further Regulations for the Government of the 
“ said Territories, and the better Administration of Justice within the same ; and 
“ for regulating the Trade to and from the Places within tlie Limits of the said 
“ Company’s Charter — It was amongst other Things enacted, that mo Ship or 
Vessel engaged in private Trade under the Authority of the'said^Act, clearing out 
from any Port or Ports within the United Kingdom, should proceed to any Place 
or Places situate more to the Northward than Eleven Degrees of South Latitude 
and between the Sixty-fourth and One hundred and fiftieth Degreed of East 
Longitude from London (save and except Ports and Places upon the X.‘«ontiijefit 
of Asia, from tj)e River Indus to the I'own of Malatca, inclusive, or in any 
Island under the Government of the said Company, lying to the North of the 
Equator, and also s'ave and except the said Company’s Factory at Bencoolen, and 
its Dependencies), without a Licence from the Board of Commissioners for the 
Affairs of India. And whereas Application hath been made to the said Board 
of Commissioners on behalf of for a Lipence for the 

Ship or Vessel called the whereof ^ . is Master or 

Commander, and whereof the registered Measurement is 

to proceed, under the Authority of the said Act, to certain Ports or Places 
situated within the said Limks : Now therefore be it known, that the iloaVd of * 
Commissioners for the Affairs of India hath given and granted, and by these- Pre- 
sents do give and grant fdll and free Licence for the said Ship to proceed under 
6 ie Authority of the said A^l, to any Ports or .Places whatsoever situated yvithin 
the Limits aforesaid, subject always to all Restrictions and J’rovisions contained 
in the said Act, and in Two ACts passed in the l'’ifty-iourth Year of His Majesty’s 
Reign, respectively intituled “ An Act for the furtlier R(?gulatiou of the Trade 
*■'- to and from the Places within the Limits of the Charier of the Fast India 
“ Company;” and An ACt to repeal the Duties of Customs payaf'-i on 
“ Goods, Wares, and Merchandize imported info Great Bfitam from any Port 
“ or Place within the Limits <.f the Charier grunted to the United Com])any of 
“ Merchants vf England trading i ' die I'.asi liull -s, and to grant other Duties 
“ in lieu thereof^ and to (..-stablisli further Regulations lor the better Security of 
“ the Revenue ^n Goods so impe-rted ; and to alter the Periods (.if making up 
“ and presenting certain Accounts of the sjid ^Co/npany to I’arliani^ent to 
“ continue in force until the Tenth Day pf April One thousand eight hundred 
and nhieteen and in one other Act passed in the Fifty-seventh Year of His 
Majesty’s Reign, intituled “ An Act to regulate the I'racie to 'and from the 
“ Places within the Limits of the Charter of the East India Compan^ and . 
“ certain Possessions of His' Majesty hi the Mediterranean c,r in any other 
Act relating to V essels carrying ...... A^>ade with Places within the Limits of the 

said Charter. ' . ^ 

I* 

Dated this Day of ii\. the Year of Our Lord One 

thousand eight hundred and , *■ and’in the 

Year of the Reign of His Majesty^ George the Third. 

« 

By Order of the Commissioners for the Affairs of Indi^. 

Secretary. 








